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Acclaimed poets Donald Platt and Dan
Roeser, who are also husband and wife,
gave a workshop and poetry reading at An®
drews University on Wednesday, Septem- g@ ‘/{ 3{
ber 29, 2010. Platt, a professor at Purdue [ §.
University, whose fourth book of poems,
Dirt Angelawvas recently published by New
Issues press, alternated sets of poems witifl/
Roeser, whose 2008 book) the Truth
Roomwon the 2008 Morse Poetry Prize.

() Donald Platt reads from his latest book of po-
ems,Dirt Angelgr) Dana Roeser talks with stu-

dents.
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Alumna Delivers Waller Lectureship  sy: claudia Allen

background or
Fictions of Feminine Citizenship: Sexualitpowledge. | was immedi-
and the Nation in Contemporary Caribbeamtely interested because |
Literatureis a book written by Donnette  am not familiar with Car-
Francis, a Professor of Literature at Bing- ibbean literature, and was
hamton University SUNY (in New York) quickly educated because |
with a specific area of interest and focus on did not know that there
African American and African Diaspora Lit- even existed a concentra-
eratures and many aspects of Caribbean tion on the struggles and
Literature. Franci$ a 1990 Department of  achievements of the Car-
English graduate from Andrews Univergity ibbean people. | thorough-
was invited to be the speaker at the John O. ly enjoyed listening to an
Waller Lectureship for the Arts. At this educated woman discuss
lecture she presented some of the corre- concepts and ideas that
sponding research attached to her new had never before been
book. She discussed the issue of domestic introduced. The idea that
violence and sexual abuse within the Carib- a nation or a government
bean home and how women are affected by could be centered on the
this mistreatment emotionally and psycho- disrespect and degrada-
logically. She also insinuated the possibility of tion of women fascinated
these wrongs affecting different Caribbean me. That many of these
nations as a whole in areas such as politics, crimes committed were
leaving many women vulnerable and without not even seen as crimes

a supporting government. but merely as a part of a culture was a con- speaking and presentation skills. | was
As | listened to her speak | was first cept that was not so easy to swallow. pleased to have had the opportunity to learn
impressed with her vast vocabulary, most The Caribbean peoples have a style and from her and her work, and | know that the

likely derived from her extensive doctoral a language that belongs to them as a people, Department of English will continue to en-
work. As she continued to speak | realized a beauty in the syntax, diction and tone. courage this type of learning in the future
that rather than speaking on the African Francis successfully portrayed these charac- for others like myself to continue to grow |n
American and African Diaspora, she was teristics to a crowd that included manywho 6 éwi sdom and in statur.
speaking of the Caribbean struggle, a strug- were not acquainted with such ideas, and God and man. 0
gle that is not commonly discussed with a she did it with colossal vocabulary, a clear

group of people primarily with no Caribbean understanding of her topic, and excellent
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By: Erin McLean

On Sunday, August 29, faculty members, their families and students gathered at
the Forsyth Honors House for the annual English department welebatk
brunch. Faculty members provided many delicious breakfast items and hot drinks,
and the students and staff spent time eating and discussing their various summer
adventures. The event also gave students an opportunity to become acquainted
with the newest English faculty members, Professors Julia Kim and Lilian Correa.
For entertainment, Professor Moncrieff provided the students with a quiz to test
their knowledge of faculty reading preferences. The quiz required matching the
correct faculty member to his or her summer reading list. The brunch delivered a
joyful time of socialization, feasting, and camaraderie for the several dozen people
in attendance.




