Andrews University
Political Science 230
International Relations 
Fall Term 2009
Instructor:  Gary V. Wood, Ph.D. 
Office:          Nethery Hall 122D 

Hours:          M/T/W/Th  2:00PM-4:00PM or by appointment
Phone:         Office: (269) 471-3290
                     Home:  (269) 449-0848
E-mail:        gwood@andrews.edu
Course Description:
The purpose of this course is to provide a general introduction to the subject of International Relations.  Special emphasis will be placed on the most prominent theories and models that have been employed in this field from classical antiquity to the present. In many respects, recent developments provide a testing ground for old theories and a laboratory for new ones.  While some theories have survived the test of time and seem to be verified with every new development, others are brought into question by unexpected events, including the collapse of some world powers, the perseverance of others, the emergence of new political movements, and the growing role of international institutions.
Topics considered in this course will include:  superpowers and developing nations, international organizations, ethnic and religious movements, international trade relations, multinational corporations, international conflict and various ways of resolving conflict including the use of military force.
Required Text:

John T. Rourke and Mark A. Boyer, International Politics on the World Stage,  8th ed.  (NewYork: McGraw Hill., 2010).
Additional materials will be placed on reserve at the James White library and you will also receive a number of handouts on issues covered in class.
Course Requirements:
1. Exams:  There will be three exams as indicated in the class schedule.  Exams will be composed of a combination of multiple-choice answers and essay questions.  The two midterm exams will be worth 70 points each and the final exam will be worth 100 points. Students will bring a blue book and a pen to class. The exams are cumulative.

2.  The student is required to write three reviews from scholarly journals.  Instructions for the article reviews and a list of prominent journals are included at the end of the syllabus. Each review will be worth 50 points.

3.  Quizzes:  There will be eight quizzes worth 10 points each.  Your lowest quiz will not be counted.

4.  Class Participation:  Students are expected to attend class on a regular basis, to be current on the readings and to contribute to classroom discussion.  More than four absences will result in a forfeiture of the 40 point participation component.  Three “tardies” are the equivalent of one absence. 
Grading:
Mid-Term Exams worth 70 points each.                                                   140 points
Final Exam                                                                                                100 points

Article Reviews:  3 Reviews worth 50 points each.                                 150 points


Quizzes: 7 Quizzes worth 10 points each                                                   70 points          


Class Participation                                                                                      40 points
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS:                                                                  400 points

Grading Scale:

A 93-100%,  A- 90-92%, B+ 87-89%, B 83-86%,  B- 80-82%,  C+ 76-79%,  C 70-75%,  C- 65-69%  D 55-64%
Missed Exams and Late Assignments:

In fairness to other students, late exams and quizzes will be given only in the event of documented medical disability or a death in the student’s immediate family.  Present such documentation the first time you broach the subject with the teacher.  Conflicts with work schedules, school schedules, vacations, or non-emergency family matters are not valid reasons for missed exams.  Late papers will be accepted but penalized one letter grade per day late.

Extra Credit Work:

The student’s time and energy should be devoted to meeting the requirements of this course.  For this reason, extra credit assignments will not be offered.

Disability Accommodation:

If you qualify for special assistance under the American Disabilities Act, please see the instructor as soon as possible so that accommodations can be made.
Course Outline:
The following is a tentative schedule.  Reading assignments and dates may be adjusted, but assigned material should be read prior to class.  You will also receive a number of handouts on issues covered in lectures.  Please note that some topics will be examined in more detail in lectures that go beyond your reading, some will be presented rather briefly, and others will be left for you to study on your own.  If a topic is covered in your reading, even though we do not discuss it in class, that topic may appear on the exam.
Aug.  25:  Introduction
          27:  The Importance of World Politics: Rourke, 1-22
Sept.   01:  Realism, Liberalism, and Neoconservatism: Handout, Rourke, 22-30
           03: The Evolution of World Politics:  Rourke, 31-54
           08:  The International System in the Twenty First Century: 
           10:  Levels of Analysis and Foreign Policy: Rourke, 55-79
          15:  Nationalism: Rourke, 80-101
          17:  Continued
          22:  Globalization and Transnationalism:  Rourke, 102-130
          24:  First Article Review Due.  Student Presentations
           29:  Review
Oct.    01:  Exam 1
          06:  Power and the National State:  Rourke, 131-167
          08:  National Diplomacy
          13:  NO CLASS FALL RECESS 
          15:  Intergovernmental Organizations: Rourke, 168-206
          20: International Law and Human Rights:  Rourke, 207-239  
          22: Second Article Review Due.  Student Presentations
         27:  International Law and Human Rights: 
         29:  Pursuing Security:  Rourke, 240-281
Nov.  03:  Review
         05:  Exam 2
         10:  Economic Competition:  Rourke, 282-313
         12:  Continued
         17:  International Economics: Rourke, 314-347
         19:  The Globalization Debate
         24:  Third Article Review Due:  Student Presentations 
         26:  NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING BREAK
Dec.  01:  The Ecological State of the World:  Rourke, 348-386
         03:  Review
FINAL EXAMINATION:  THURSDAY DECEMBER 10, 7:30-9:30AM
