Fall 2009

Government Affairs
PLSC 350
Andrews University

Department of History/Political Science
	Instructor: Marcella Myers
	Nethery Hall 

	
	MWF 8:30 – 9:20 a.m.

	Office:      Nethery Hall 122c
	Office Hours: MW 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

	marcellm@andrews.edu
	TR 12:00 – 2:00  p.m. 

	(269) 471-3293
	and by appointment


Course Description:
This course examines American politics at the state, country and municipal levels and the interaction between those governments and the federal government. Topics include state-federal relations, relations among states, intergovernmental relations, urban politics, local governments and citizen action. The case study for this class will be Michigan.

Course Objectives:
On completion of this course students should understand the relationship of the federal government with state and local governments. You should also be able to understand and evaluate how pressure groups and political parties influence legislatures, executives, and the judiciary as well as administrative procedures. Finally, you should gain an understanding of the governing structures of counties, townships, and municipalities.

Textbook:

Bowman, A. O. and R. C. Kearney. 2009 4th ed. State and Local Government: the essentials. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
Course Requirements:
This is a lecture/discussion course. Students are expected to attend class and participate in class discussions. This means that cell phones and/or pagers should be turned off during class. Announcements regarding the class and general University announcements occur at the beginning of class, it is important that students be to class on time. 

Special needs or students with disabilities should contact me as soon as possible to provide appropriate accommodations. If you are experiencing difficulties with the class please see me during office hours, make an appointment with me, or visit the Student Success Center in Nethery Hall rm. 204. 
All assignments are to be turned in on the designated due date, no late or emailed assignments will be accepted. All assignments should be typed or printed, in 12 pt font, using standard margins. Students will also be required to visit a city or municipal council meeting, and a school board meeting. A list of meeting times, dates and locations will be posted on D2L so you may attend at your convenience.
Attendance:

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class period and will be a part of your semester grade. If you are tardy, it is your responsibility to be sure to check in with me after class to be marked present. Students are responsible for any information communicated to the class in their absence. 
Grading:

Your grade will be based on your class attendance, weekly assignments, and three exams. 

	Class Attendance        10%
	Exam I           20%

	Assignments               10%
	Exam II          20%

	Reports                       15%
	Exam III         25%




Exams:
Exams will be based on assigned reading and lectures and are cumulative. Students are encouraged to take notes in class to facilitate study for exams. 
Academic Honesty:

Academic honesty is an important part of every academic institution and student learning. Plagiarism and all other forms of academic dishonesty will be dealt with according to the policy of Andrews University. It is your responsibility to be familiar with University policy. The University’s Code of Academic Integrity may be found at http://www.andrews.edu/academics/academic_integrity.html .

Course Schedule*:

	Aug. 24
	Introduction

	26
28
	Chapter 1

	         31

Sept.  2
          4
	Chapter 2 


	 7
	Labor Day – no classes

	          9
        11
	Chapter 3 
Constitutional Convention – Sound Idea

	        14
	

	        16
        18
	Chapter 4

	        21
        23
        25
	Chapter 5
Assignment Due: Letter to your Representative


	        28
        30
Oct.  2
	Exam I
Chapter 6/D2L Term Limits
Assignment DUE: Term Limits 

	         5
        7
	Chapter 7

	        9   
	Report I Due

	        12

        14

        16
	Fall Recess – no classes

Chapter 8

	        19

        21

        23             
	Chapter 9

	        26

        28

        30        
	D2L Michigan Judiciary
Exam II


	Nov.  2        
	Chapter 10

	          4  

          6    
	Report II Due


	          9
	Chapter 11

	        11

        13
	D2L Local Government

	       16

       18

       20
	Chapter 12


	       23
	Education Policy

	       26
	No classes – Thanksgiving Break

	       30

Dec. 2 
	


*Syllabus subject to change at the discretion of the instructor
