PLSC 480: Senior Seminar

Monday/Wednesday 2:00 – 3:15

Spring Semester 2010

Professor: Gary V. Wood

Office:       Nethery Hall 122D

Hours:       M/W 3:30-5:30; T/R 11:00-1:00, F 11:30-1:30 or by appointment                   

Phone:       Office: (269) 471-3290

                   Home: (269) 449-0848

E-mail:      gwood@andrews.edu
Course Description:

This is a capstone course for the political science major normally taken during the senior year.  It consists reading the classic works of political science, acquainting students with the major subfields within the discipline, and examining the major schools and sects that now dominate the profession.  This course is also intended to prepare the student the Major Field Achievement Test in political science. 

Objectives:

Students should be able to demonstrate:

a. an understanding of the discipline of political science, including the ability to identify and synthesize broad patterns;

b. an understanding of a variety of ways political scientists have approached the study of politics;

c. a realistic assessment of progress as a student of political science during college years;

d. an awareness of possible careers that political science majors might pursue and what further education might be required for particular career track.
Required Texts:

Aristotle, The Politics, trans. Benjamin Jowett   (Mineola, New York: Dover Publications, 2000).

Paul Barry Clarke, Citizenship, (London:  Pluto Press, 1994).

Gabriel A. Almond, A Discipline Divided, (London:  Sage Publications,1990).

Students will also receive a number of handouts as indicated in the assignment schedule.
Course Requirements: 

1.  Exams:  There will be two exams, each weighted equally.  Students will bring a blue book and a pen to the exams. Both exams will be essay.  The exams are not cumulative. 

2.  Prepare and submit a brief position paper each week.  The paper should be one to two single-spaced, typed pages in length, presenting arguments and evidence for the position you take on an issue raised by discussion questions assigned in class.    

3.  Class Participation.  Students are expected to attend class on a regular basis, to be current in the readings, and to contribute to classroom discussion.  The instructor will assume that you have completed reading assignments before class, and will feel free to ask questions of individual students about them. More than three (3) absences will result in the forfeiture of the 10% participation component, as will excessive tardiness, early departure, un-preparedness, disruption, and inattention.  

Grading:

Mid-Term Exam:
                          100 points   (35% of final grade)

Position Papers


  100 points   (20% of final grade)

Final Exam                                            100 points  (35% of final grade)


  

Participation                                           50 points   (10% of final grade)

Grading Scale:

A 93-100%,  A- 90-92%,  B+ 87-89%,  B 83-86%,  B- 80-82%,  C+ 76-79%,  C 70-75%,  C- 65-69%,  D 55-64%
Missed Exams and Late Assignments:

In fairness to other students, late exams will be given only in the event of documented medical disability or a death in the student’s immediate family.  Present such documentation the first time you broach the subject with the teacher. Conflicts with work schedules, school schedules, vacations, or non-emergency family matters are not valid reasons for missed exams.  Late papers will be accepted, but penalized one letter grade per day late.

Extra Credit Work:

The student’s time and energy should be devoted to meeting the requirements of this course.  For this reason, extra credit assignment will not be offered.

Disability Accommodation:

If you qualify for special assistance under the American Disabilities Act, please see the instructor as soon as possible so that accommodations can be made.
Assignment Schedule
The following is a tentative schedule.  Reading assignments and dates may be adjusted, but assigned material should be read prior to class.  The professor reserves the right to make revisions to this syllabus should it appear that slowing down or accelerating the readings assignments would better meet the students learning needs.

Jan.      06:  Introduction:   There is no reading assignment for the first session.


11:  Classical Political Science: Aristotle, Politics, Book III, Clarke, 3-66

13:  Clarke, 69-143


18: Martin Luther King Day 


20: The “Improved” Science of Politics:  Federalist Papers #10 and 51.

25:  Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Clarke, 147-190

            27:  Woodrow Wilson, Congressional Government, James Ceaser,  ”In Defense 

            Separation of Powers”
01: The Evolution of Modern Political Science:  Gabriel Almond, 13-31,    David Truman, “Disillusion and Regeneration:  The Quest for a Discipline,”   David Easton, “The New  Revolution in Political Science” John Wahlke, “Pre-Behavioralism in Political Science,”


03:  The Physical Science Model:  Almond, 32-65,  Karl Popper,  “The Unity of 

            Method in the Natural and Social Sciences,”   Murdock Pencil, “Salt Passage”

08: The Interpretive Critique:  Charles Taylor, “Interpretation and the Sciences 

            of Man,”

10: Richard Fenno,  Homestyle,  ch. 3 and methodological appendix,  


15:  President’s Day


16:  Paradigm Shifts: Almond, 66-116, William Riker, “The Two-Party System 

             and Duverger’s Law”


22: John Rodman, “Paradigm Change in Political Science”

24: Rational Actor Models:  Almond, 117-137,  Anthony Downs,  An Economic 
            of  Democracy,  Chps. 3-4
   Mar.  01: Garrit Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons,” Jack Levy, “An Introduction 

            to Prospect Theory”  James Scott,  The Moral Economy of the Peasant,  “Intro.”


03: Review 

08: Exam #1

10:  Political Culture:  Almond, 138-169

15-19:  SPRING BREAK


22:   David Elkins and Richard Simeon, “A Cause in Search of its Effect, or What                                     

            Does Political Culture Explain?”  Stanley Feldman and John Zaller, “The Political 

            Culture of Ambivalence:  Ideological Response to the Welfare State”


24:  Biological Models:  Roger Masters, “Evolutionary Biology and Political 

            Theory”  Larry Arnhart, “Roger Masters: Natural Right and Biology”


29: Genetic Theories:  Francis Fukuyam, Our Posthuman Future, pp.18-40. Leon 

                  Kass, “Science, Religion, and the Human Future”
           31: Algis Valiunas, “Sadness, Gladness – and Serotonin” Charles Murray, “The 


      Inequality Taboo”  

April
05: Theories of Development:  Modernization, Dependence, and World Systems,  

             Almond, 219-262


07:  Democracy and Democratization:  Donald Horowitz, “Comparing 

             Democratic Systems” Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?”   MFE Review

            Major Fields Exam – Thursday, April 8

12:  Political Philosophy and Political Science:  Leo Strauss, “An Epilogue,”

             in Herbert Storing (ed.), Essays on the Scientific Study of Politics

14:  Harry Jaffa, “What is Political Science?”


19: Overview and Summation:  Terrence Ball, “Is There Progress in Political 

             Science”


21:  Review for Final


(Final Exam: Wednesday, April 28, 1:30-3:30)
