HISTORY & POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
ANDREWS UNIVERSITY

BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN 49104-0010

PLSC 478 Greek Study-Tour (6 credit hours)

Spring Semester 2007

Professor:

Jane Sabes PhD


Class Times: 
Arranged
Office Location:

Nethery Hall, Room 122

Class Location: 
Nethery Hall, Room 214
Contact Information: 
269.471.3293 office

Office Hours:
10:30-12:30 MTWR



 
269.471.4292 residence



and by appointment




sabesja@andrews.edu
Course Description:  
The purpose of a study-tour is to personally engage all senses, including the heart, mind and soul in learning about and beginning to understand another culture – its people, history, economics, and politics.  Greece is of particular interest in that states had their origin here, also the start of democracy.  Additionally, the influence of the early Christian church on elements of society is well worth our contemplation while in the country.
Required Texts:

Gage, Eleni, North to Ithaka
Pettifer, Jane The Greeks: The Land & People Since the War
Greek newspapers
Educational Expectations of Students:
1. holding a valid passport (a minimum of six months remaining post study-tour) and financial clearance;
2. regular class attendance as well as to each of the scheduled events on the study-tour;

3. beyond the acquisition of knowledge, capturing personal insights adds depth to the educational experience (journaling);

4. reading two assigned books (with resulting book reports) and weekly readings of a Greek newspaper so as to have foreknowledge prior to visiting Greece;

5. asking questions throughout the tour; understanding that the trip to Greece is intended as a classroom experience rather than a holiday.
Atmosphere:

A productive and open discussion involves personal exposure, meaning you and other students are taking risks.  Your ideas may not be in accord with those of others – even that of the professor, but your point – as long as it is honest, supported and sincere – will be respected by all in the class.  This same philosophy applies in your receptivity toward other students.  Questions, discussion and humor are a welcome part of class, but scoffing, jeering and other forms of contempt for the opinions of others are not.
We will be utilizing the Socratic dialectic form of learning throughout this course.  Basically, while other forms of education may teach you what to think, this process teaches you how to think.  This “critical thinking” process is achieved by means of purposeful and thoughtful questioning, analyzing, probing, in search of truth.  In essence, this is an invitation to have a conversation on a topic rather than just lecturing and, by such an approach, all of us will become smarter than any one of us.

Study-tours become delightful experiences in which there is a consistent and sincere expression of kindness and thoughtfulness of others along the way.
Attendance:
Students may miss class for the following approved reasons:  family emergency, illness, or school business, with appropriate documentation.  Students having their physical absence excused will still be responsible to learn of any announcements made in class and for the materials covered in class.  As is stipulated in the University attendance policy, a student may receive an F in the class if s/he is absent without excuse for more than 20% of class periods.  Your attendance may also be reported to the University in accordance with government policies.  All other stipulations of University policy as laid forth in the current bulletin also apply.
Academic Honesty:

Andrews University General Bulletin contains an Academic Honor Code that is repeated in the Student Handbook.  You are responsible for knowing and conforming to it.  In addition to the information listed in the Handbook, you are also advised that:
1. If you take material that is not yours, from any source (including websites) and copy it into anything you submit, you are obligated to provide a footnote, endnote or parenthetical reference and works cited list at the end of the paper.
2. Material that is lifted verbatim from other texts must be placed in quotation marks or, in the case of anything longer than three sentences, blocked quotes, indicating the source, as in item #1 above.

3. Material that is paraphrased must also be documented as in item #1.

4. Persons who violate the Honor Code and any of the items above in any assignment, whether minor or major, will receive an “F” for the course.

5. In order to protect academic honesty a student may be given an oral examination on any assignment at any time.

Special Needs Assistance:

This is particular important because of the international travel.  Any student requiring special assistance in the learning process (e.g. sight or hearing impaired, attention deficit disordered) must submit documentation of his/her condition to the University Student Services Office and bring an authorized letter from the USSO to the professor, indicating the need for academic accommodations, if necessary.  This MUST be accomplished within the first week of class so that necessary accommodations can be made.  This and all class materials are available in alternative format, upon request. 
Extra Credit Work:

Extra credit works serves only to take time away from the fundamental requirements of this course.  For this reason, no extra credit work will be offered.  The best method for enhancing one’s academic standing in the class is to focus on the course requirements – complete the readings and regularly scheduled class assignments, consistent study for exams rather than last-minute cramming, and maintain regular class attendance and active participation.  The library is an important tool on campus.  Also, don’t overlook the value of conferring with your classmates.  Beyond these learning “helps”, please don’t hesitate to talk with me.  We can jointly assess the problem and develop a positive solution.  Your success is my primary concern!
Faculty Prerogative:

The professor reserves the right to make revisions to this syllabus should the activity capture new/last minute scholarly opportunities or if it appears that slowing down or accelerating the readings/assignments would better meet the students’ learning levels.
Computation of Grades:


Readings, Class Discussion, and Two Book Reviews



a. History of Greece

25 points in class
+ 25 points book review


b. North to Ithaka


25 points in class
+ 25 points book review


c. Greek newspapers

25 points in class






Journal of the Trip (educational entries)
25 points

Trip Participation



50 points


TOTAL:



200 points

Scoring and Grading:


A
93-100

C+
77-79

A-
90-92

C
73-76


B+
87-89

C-
70-72


B
83-86

D
60-69


B-
80-82

F
<   60

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments:
Week 1: Thursday, January 11, 2007


Greek newspaper


Chapter 1 – Greek History and North to Ithaka


Week 2: Thursday, January 18

Greek newspaper

Chapter 2 – Greek History and North to Ithaka

Week 3: Thursday, January 25

DVD: My Big Fat Greek Wedding
Week 4: Thursday, February 01

Greek newspaper

Chapter 3 – Greek History and North to Ithaka

Week 5: Thursday, February 08

Greek newspaper

Chapter 4 – Greek History and North to Ithaka

Week 6: Thursday, February 15

Dinner and Conversation with Mrs. Demetra Andreasen (per her invitation)
Week 7: Thursday, February 22

Greek newspaper

Chapter 5 – Greek History and North to Ithaka
Week 8: Thursday, March 01


Greek newspaper

Chapter 6 – Greek History and North to Ithaka

Week 9: Thursday, March 08


Greek Newspaper

Chapter 7 – Greek History and North to Ithaka

Week 10 & 11: Thursday, March 15 and Thursday, March 22

Spring Break Begins

Complete the readings in both textbooks
Week 12: Thursday, March 29

Planning for the Trip Begins

Book Reviews Due

Week 13: Thursday, April 05

Planning for the Trip


Video of the famed Metora Monasteries
Week 14: Thursday, April 12 (no class)

Professor attending conference
Week 15: Thursday, April 19

Planning for the Trip
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