Thoughts:

· Analysis involves determining what the parts mean to the whole. What have we learned from breaking the pieces into parts? How do we organize what we have broken apart and what questions do the components cause us to ask?

· Trying to define and connect parts and then asking questions about the parts as you’ve defined and connected them causes you to redefine parts and make new connections. This process allows you to make journeys of discovery that are far more complex than would have been previously possible.

· Analysis does not find meanings that aren’t there.

· Analysis should enhance our enjoyment of a subject and not detract from it. Analysis does not imply criticism or negativity. It implies thought.

· Ask how something seeks to shape our behavior or influence us.

· When we have a valuable and important point to communicate to others, understanding principles of effective influence and communication can be beneficial. Influence can be used for good as well as evil.

· If you leave evidence to speak for itself you are assuming that everyone will feel the same way abut it that you do and will make the same conclusions.

· The thought connections that have occurred to you will not necessarily occur to others.

· Be explicit about how you arrived at the connection between your evidence you’re your claims.

· Don’t believe that your readers will believe it just because you’ve put it there.

· The absence of change is the primary trait of a weak thesis!

· Rethink your thesis:

· Is there any evidence that contradicts or complicates your thesis?

· Are there any examples that don’t fit the pattern you’ve stated?

· Are you formulating any binaries that might be able to be broken down?

· Does your thesis contain assumptions?

· Could your evidence be interpreted any other way?

· After answering the above questions that might apply to your thesis, you can rewrite a more complicated and specific thesis statement.

· Identifying your topic and your conclusion regarding a topic is your thesis.

· Writing your synthesis paper? Ask these questions:

· Which details seem significant? Why?

· What is the significance of a particular detail? What does it mean?

· What else might it mean?

· How do the details fit together? What do they have in common?

· What does this pattern of details mean?

· What else might this same pattern of details mean? How else could it be explained?

· What details don’t seem to fit? How might they be connected with other details to form a different pattern?

· What does this new pattern mean? How might it cause me to read the meaning of individual details differently?

· An idea is not the same thing as an opinion.

· Respect the complexity of subjects when there is no single right answer.

· Examine evidence in depth rather than leaping too quickly to generalizations.

· Analysis is asking what something means, how something does what it does, or why it is as it is.

· The goal is to become more aware of our own thinking processes.
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