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heart to heart

{ef:genﬂ ey

chou keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is
stayed on you, because
he trusts in you. )
—Isa. 26:3, ESV

Textingand Trust

inter and rhe New Year are special to me. In much of Canada

the snow and colder temperatures bring the end of one eycle

of life and the start of a new onc outdoors. leis a time of new
beginnings.

My father found this to be a good time to reflect on the past year
and plan for the new. Dad’s prioritics involved many arcas oflife, but his
main focus was on spiritualicy. I've found this to be a valuable exercise
tor me as well.

Lately, I've been thinkingabout changes I need to make. One in
particular stands out, and perhaps you can relate to this too.

I love the Bible. Ie holds important truths for me. We call them
doctrines, and for a Christian like you or me, they form boundaries and
rules for living, Living as a Christian brings satisfaction unobrainable
in any other way.

The Bible also speaks of my relationship with God. It says He will
provide for me, that He will procect me and thae I can call out to Him
whenever [ am afraid or need help. He has promised to hear me and
answer me.

However, we live today in a culeure of impaticnce. Texting and mobile
phones have conditioned us te demand responses now. But trust makes
me willing to wait for God's response. That’s casy to say but sometimes
so hard to practice.

That leads me to one of Dad’s favorite texts: “You keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is staved on you, because he trusts in you. Trust in the
Lord forever, tor the Lord God is an everlasting rock” (Isa. 26:3. 4. ESV).

I need more of thar trust. [ need to practice waiting on Jesus. And just
as lsaiah says, erusting God. even when I'm waiting, brings peace. In
2014 I wantto trust Christ more and, be more willing for Him to set
my schedule and agenda.

How about you? m

Mark Johnson is president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada
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CANADIAN ADVENTIST MESSENGER

ISRAEL TOUR

HEAR JAIME JORGE PERFORM THE VIA DOLOROSA AT THE VIA DOLOROSA.

http://bit.ly/z)slyU

with Messenger Editor Stan Jensen, VP for Administration (SDACC) Daniel Stojanovic
providing Bible commentary on stops, and Jaime Jorge, Adventist musician.

MARCH 19-MARCH 31, 2014
40 SEAT LIMIT

« Attend Sabbath service at Jerusalem Adventist Church.
« Participate in a communion service at the Garden Tomb.

« Visit Nazareth, the hometown of Jesus; Bethlehem and the
shepherds'field; the site of the Dead Sea scrolls discovery;
the pool of Bethesda; Mount Carmel and the Mount of Olives.

« Plant a tree in Israel.
« Pray at the Western Wall (Wailing Wall).
« Take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.

« Be baptized in the Jordan River. faprional)

« Swim in the Dead Sea.

« Stand on top of the synagogue where Jesus preached.

« Ride the cable car to the top of Masada

» Most evening free, time for shopping, and so much more!

:fw

Included: Guided sightseeing tour of Israel in deluxe air-conditioned bus; hotel accomodations and service charges;
- * breakfast and dinner; admission fees. Also available an optional 4-5 day extension to tour Jordan (if 10 people sign up)

Rate per person: Toronto departure, CAD $2900 + taxes; Calgary departure, CAD $3260 + taxes

Contact Stan Jensen (jensen.stan@adventist.ca) for trip details.



IdMImazing what Jesus has done
ElileReontinues to do with His creation.

Prepare to be

hen my wifeand 1 moved to Qshawa
in 2004, I cook note of rhe ciry signs
that read, “ Welcome to Oshawa—
Prepare to be Amazed!” And yes. some
things have been amazing.

The common definition for the word amaze is “to
affcce with great wonder™ or “to astonish.” The King
James Version uses the word amazed 21 cimes: che
New Incernational Version, 42 times. Pcople were
amazed at what Jesus did: “And immediacely he [che
man Jesus healed] arose, took up the bed. and wene
forth before them all; insomuch chac chey wereall
amazed, and glorified God, saying, we neversaw it on
this fashion” (Mark 2:12, KJ V).

[t is amazing what Jesus has done and continucs
to do with His creadon. Plance Earch has a mass of
6,000,000.000,000,000,000,000,000 kilograms. [
thought a pail of dire was heavy. L am juse amazed ac the
smooth ridc the Lord is giving us as we hurtle through
space on this very heavy rock at a speed 30 eimes faseer
than a bullee, Imagine sitcing on abullee if you could, and
then speeding ic up 30 times! The carth is also spinning
£.000 miles per hour at che equatar. bt is amazing chat
our houses and cars are where we left them, given all
of that motion and speed. But the Lord choughe of
ceverything and invented gravity, an amazing, quantified
but uncxplained force thae holds everything in place,
including the billions of cubic kilometres of raging
oceans.

[ am amazed ac che chings we can enjoy when we
work togerher as a communicy. God put us in familics
and in communitics. We have the privilege of being
members of the Adventist church community. We work
and donate together to enjoy the benefies of church
fellowship and outreach to those in our communicics.
Thank you for your gencrous donations to your local
Adventist churches and miniscrics. At the same time we
cach hold membership in several other communitics.
for cxample in your local urban area, province, and che

president’s

country of Canada.

In Macchew 22:21 Jesus told his wily questioners chac
it was lawful to pay taxes to Cacsar. Generally, people
don'clike paying taxes. We try to minimize our tax
liabilirics by using the legally allowed deductions. Bue
by pooling our tax resources. as a nation we cnjoy far more
in bencfies than we could ever pay for as individuals.

Accordmg to the Fraser [nstitute’s Canadian Tax
Simulator. in 2012 che average Canadian family earned
an income of $74.113 and paid total taxes cqualing
$31.615. Using today's dollars, over a period of 80 years
that average family would pay $2.5 million in caxes.
Whar services or infrastructure could chey buy wich
rhat $2.5 million if they werc on theirown? A milc
of two-lane highway buile where building is easy costs
about $3.5 million. Therefore, a lifetime of taxes wouldn't
even pay for one mile of highway. However, because we
all cooperatively pay taxes, you and | can drive chroughout
Canada on the vast network of excellent roads, reccive
top-notch police and firc protection, and so much
more. Should we be badly injured in a car accident,
three telephone buttons pushed (9-1-1) will bringall
the resources of the country to scoop us off che highway,
fly us in a $10 million helicopter to a medical centre
staffed wich dhose who have spene their lives studying
how to put us back together again. Itis an amazing
community we live in.

God created us for fellowship and cooperation.
Enjoy your amazing church community. Appreciatc
your amazing civic communicy.
Someday soon we will see
Jesus and be part of that larger
community of the family of
God throughout His amazing

universe, W

John Ramsay isvice-president of
finance for the Seventh-day
Adventist Churchin Canada.
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| watch porn on my iPad pretty much every day. I've tried to
stop many times, but | always get back to it after a few days.
What can | do?

Trash your iPad! Nah, that wouldn't solve the problem at all. If you are hooked
on porn, you'd find a way to consume it in any way possible: your smartphone,
laptop, TV and soon your refrigerator {yep, there are net-ready fridges with
LCDs). You can't trash all those things!

Now, we could venture into a bunch of quilt-inducing strategies. You

know, like remembering that adultery can be committed in your mind or
acknowledging the fact that many of the actors in the pornography industry
are sexually abused on and off the set, etc. But you already know that—and
it's obviously not working.

Let’s try another approach. | call it “fight by proxy.” You see, the problem

is not the addiction to porn but the alienation of Jesus. In other words, ifthe
Holy Spiritis convincing you of sin, then the closer you are to Jesus (thus,
proxy), the weaker the temptation becomes. If you focus on fighting porn,
your chances are slim. However, if you shift your attention to Jesus, then

you're a winner. Filling your mind with what is true, honourable, right, pure,
lovely and admirable won't leave much room for dubious activities.

Oh, by the way, this goes beyond porn. You can apply the“fight by proxy”
strategy to many other scenarios. There you go; we just killed two birds with
one stone!

Do you have a guestion for Pastor Josué S@anchez? Email it to messenger@adventist.ca.



“Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down,
and the feeble knees."—Hebrews 12:12

Cowbird

Cowbirds don’t build their own nests, but lay their eggs in the nests of other birds,
often warblers. Some warblers hatch the cowbird eggs, but few warblerchicks survive
because the cowbird bables are larger and louder than the warbler chicks and end
up getting more food. Other warblers push the cowbird eggs out of the nest. What
usualty happens then is the cowbird comes back and breaksthe warbler's eggs.

Sometimes the warbler just builds another nest on top of the one the cowbird
laid its egg in. A warbler might have to rebuild its nest six or seven times before the
cowbirdfinally gets tired and stops laying eggs in the nest. Eventually, though, the
warbler can raise its family without more trouble.

it would never do for a warbler to be discouraged. If the

warbler gave up and just quit trying, there would be no

new warblers to fillthe forests with song. It would never

do for a Christian to become discouraged either. Jesus

has work for you to do, and you must not give up when

Satan makes things difficult for you. If you want to live ®
and work for Jesus, remember the warbler.
With God’s help, just keep working.

fn your Bible, mark Jeremiah 32:17. Then memoarize
it. Learn more about brown-headed cowbirds at

www.creationcornerforkids.blogspot.com.



canadian university college

Community
3t SChool ana Work

b

working ona pu course while a student aCiK.

ADVENTUROUS. That is the best way to describe the Qurward
Pursuits program at CUC. The students not only participate in
adventure but also Icarn how to bring it to others in a varicty

of ways. The Outward Pursuits department combines years of
experience in a unique academic and cxpcricntial program.

The Qutward Pursuits program develops strong theorctical and
expericential knowledge in theacademic disciplines of outdoor
adventurc activitics, lcadership, behavioural scicnee and psychology.
It focuses on application of knowledge gained through research,
experience, course work, practicoms and service.

Whetherit’s canoeing, portaging, rock climbing, moun-
taincering or administering first aid, a student in Canadian
University College’s Outward Pursuits department always
keeps busy in some sort of adventurous manncr. For Justine
Link, a recent Qutward Pursuits Adventure-Based Counseling
graduatc, hanging 30 or more feet above ground on a ropes
course is fun and docsn’t ar all feel like classwork.

Justine Link graduated in April of 2013 with her Bachelor of
Arts in Adventure-Based Counseling. Shortly after graduation,
Link began working ac the YMCA of greater Seattle as a challenge
coursc facilitator. Using her Qutward Pursuits training, Justine
works with various groups on a ropes challenge course te facilitate
teambuilding and adventure programming. The transition from
university to the work world has been seamless as she falls back
on her training and love for the job.
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“Iget to play! Because I completed a degree that was
something that [ absolutely loved, working is like going to the
playground every day. Some days are better than others. Some
days you might have to belay someone down {from the ropes
course) and run an emergency action plan. That said. I was
always someonc who created the program for participants. I
liked to watch them discover and learn. I believe in experiential
learning as a great avenue for self-discovery, and it is great to
watch groups of all ages learningabout themselves,” says Justine.

A great deal of Justine’s university experience at CUC was

physical activity training hands-on in all the areas that will
help them motivate and grow individuals and teams. Out-
ward Pursuit students take all the knowledge they gain in the
classroom and regularly take them off campus and experience
the theory firsthand. Spending so much time in small groups
problem solving creates a very supportive community within

the program. For Justine, being able to fall back on these

experiences with her fellow classmates has made the base of

her outreach that much stronges.

“I learned a ton [at CUC]. There is a running joke in Out-
ward Pursuits about how we think everyone should take an OP
class or two. It’s all about realizing your potential. Most people
go through life fecling less than worthwhile; in our department
we had to prove to oursclves over and over again that we could
accomplish our goals. After I graduated, I was somerimes kicked
to the curb, but because [ had been in the classes that pushed
me, | knew that [ would have to get back on my own two feet.
Persistence is key,” stresses Justine.

Whether it is working with young children to help them
overcome their fear of heights or facilitating a group to build
more teamwork, Justine is using her love of adventure she honed
at CUC’s Outward Pursuits program to help them discover
their besesclf. The inspiration she gained from her fellow
classmates and professors has pushed her through her university
career and continucs to drive her in her professional life. Even
though Justine misses the community she built at CUC, it fuels
her to create the same environment wherever she might be. “As
I talk with my siblings and my family, I learned that I was better
oftat CUC and itsnurturing environment. Because of its size,
CUC can help students with their more individual needs. which
makes it more like a community” m

JR Ferrer is the communication director
for Canadian University Coilege.



The Story of
Mrs. Postrero

e white minivan containing the ADRA emergency
—|_:esponsc team pulled to the side of the road just outside
a small barangay in the Philippines. The ADRA personnel
quickly piled out to conduct a rapid assessment, interviewing
peopleand raking photos.

Sicting alongside the road was a young family: father, mother,
and their three-ycar-old son. Even without secing the ruins of
their home, it was abundantly clear that something horrible had
happened to the family. They carried a kind of empriness.

Their home lay in ruins behind them. Before the typhoon,
it was a simple, wooden building. Now nothing remained but
asmall clearing licrered wich debris.

As the ADRA staff talked with the family, another woman
joined the conversation: “It’s so hard, it's so hard! Lifc has been
so hard this year!” She cxplained that they had nothing, char the
typhoon rook everything, that there was nothing o cat.

The woman continued: “Look at myssister, she is an clderly
lady, she has lost everything, she has no income, she needs help”
There she was: helpless, quiet, Mrs. Postrero.

Because of the generous donations of AD RA supporters

across Canada, Mrs. Postrero no longer faces such a bleak furure.

In fact, thousands of people in hersituation have been given
food, watct, sheleer, and medical care.

Just like Mrs. Postrero, this lady from northem Cebu
lost everything she owned to Typhoon Haiyan.

As part of the ADRA nerwork, as a partner with other
otganizations.and on its own, ADRA Canada has responded
vigorously to Typhoon Haiyan. We are honored to be your
partners in giving food to the hungry, water ro the thirsty, and
shelrer to those with none.

Jesus said, “Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these
My brethren, you did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40). Thank you for
helping Mrs. Postrero in the Philippines! m

Fritz Neuberg, member of theADRA response team, as relayed by
Ryan Wallace, communication spedalist at ADRA Canada.

CALL YOUR CABLE COMPANY TODAY.
ASK THEM TO ADD THE HOPE CHANNEL.

n(

I IS,

Ask weekly.
Cable providers
are tracking demand.
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10

Messenger: Vi'batwasyour childhood
like?

Frank McMiller: | was really fortunarc
to grow up in rural Saskacchewan. My
folks were grain farmers and very avid
gardeners, so that will tell you that chey
taught me the responsibility of helping
to pitch in wich chores. [ didn't always
like it chen, bur ir was good discipline.

M: Where did you srudy?

F: After graduating from high school, [
was planning on going into radio work at
the University of Saskatchewan, but my
folks had become new Adventists, and they
said chat they would pay for my first year
at Canadian University College (CUC).
CUC transformed my life. T was con-
verted in my first year during a week of
praycrand was baprized. The firscyear |
was there, [ had taken all industrial arts
courses, but [ decided to enter theology.
God brought meinto the company of
good professors and srudenrs, who were
so endearingin my life, and ir radically
changed me.
M: You were involved in some quartet
singing? How did you get involved with this?

F: My mother sang in the United Church
choir and taught me harmony at a very
carly age. I loved rhe King's Heralds

January 2014

quartee. This is how [ would become
involved in quartetsinging in college and
throughout my life. | delayed school for
ayearin order to go out and ery to carn
some moncey so [ couldlauncha quartet.
Our group sang all that year and put out
20,000 miles in oneschool year driving.

M: Tellusabour the literature evangelisin
work that you did.

F: Litcracture evangelism (LE) was
something chat was strongly advocated

in our conference in the carly days of my
education. During several summers while
in school, I got into LE work. LE work
issuch a powerful influence in a person’s
life, because you are establishing early
foundations for pastoral ministry. [t is
powerful in helping you to learn how

to meet people at che door. [ am really
strong now in being able to approach
perfect strangers and engaging them in
conversation. [ trace it all the way back co
my early start in ministry chrough LE work.

M: What places have you served in Canada?

F: 1 was called o Belleville, One., for my
first pastoral district. After fouryearsat
Belleville, [ was asked to go te Winnipegto
pastar two churches chere: Silver Heights
and West Park. | spenc ewo years chere. In
Saskatchewan I pastored three churches
in a very large district. for anocher four
years.

In che fall of 1994, [ accepred a call
to enter the B.C. conference o manage
communications and health ministries.

Messenger catches up with former leaders of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.
In this issue we talk with Frank McMiller.

Interview by Alexandra Yeboah, Messenger Staff Writer.

Lacer t dropped communications and
served with health ministries and ADRA
communiry services.

M: What was the vision that propelled
yore to lawnch CHIP?

F: I realized longago chac che righe arm
of the message was the way to get into the
hearts and homes of people, so [ set out
to inspire our church members to catch
the meaningand che action of what Ellen
White said in medical missionary so long
ago: "I wish to tellyou brethren, that soon
there will be no work done in miniscerial
life, except medical missionary work.”
That was my torch, so we inspired people
in the pews into a position of leadership.
In B.C. we were able to witness over 50
percent of our churches getcing trained
and licensed to hostthe Complece Health
Improvement Program (CHIP) in their
communities, That'sunheard of ina
conference, and it set the pace for Norch
America. We helped sponsor five world
CHIP summits in a row. Peopleare
hungry for the truch, and I'm not shy

to share it.

M: Where are you now?

F: Ilive in Abbortsford, B.C.

God hasblessed me with three kids,
two of which have found good mates
and have established good homes. [ was
always there for every importanr thing
that my kids havedone. I still go our
preaching in churches, and [ am staying
active in church. ®



planned giving and trust services

Sam'’s Will Question

The first of the " Wills” seminar series was about to start. “What happens if I
dic without a will?” asked Sam.

The Planned Giving director walked toward Sam. “We'll get to that right
away,’ said the director. “The main problem is losing control of the assets you
worked so hard for all your lifc.”

After introductions, the director moved to the front of the room and
started his prescntation:

Dying Without a Will—Dying Intestate
= Your estate may have to wait months to have an executor appointed
f —and it may turn out to be a person you would not have chosen.
\ = The province or territory you live in controls who gets what in your
\ {/4@ \ estate distribution.
\/ = If you have not named a guardian for your minor children, you have no
control as to whom they will live with, and there could be a custody battle.
« You lose the opportunity to make charitable donations or to do tax
planning through your will.
= Your estate may have to pay fees.

"But everyone knows what [ want,” Sam spoke again. “Money to my wife,
farm to my older son, and not much to my younger son—because 1 paid a
fortune for his med school”

“You should visit yeur lawyer,” the director smiled. “I'm fairly certain you
would not be agreeable to the intestate rules' in your province.”

By the end of the seminar, Sam was convinced that he did not want to be
one of over 50 percent of Canadian adults who do not have asigned will. w

! You may search online for "Dying withouta will* or “Dying intestate” for your province or territory, but for up-to-date information, be sure to contact your lawyer.

ONTHE January is the month for a new start.
ROAD WITH What do you want to do this year?

r B ecl{ AT THE SCARBOROUGH
_ }' FILIPINO CHURCH IN ONTARIO,

Fe Reithel: 1 want to be a good representative and ambassador for God. | want to be a
servant and really share God at work with my patients. | hope to plant seeds in peopte’s
minds about God, and | long to be a missionary for God all the time, anywhere | go.

Christine Alberastine: | am one of the youth elders at Scarborough Filipino. | had shared
a personal testimony during Thanksgiving regarding the issue of purity and how the Lord
Jesus has saved and redeemed me of past sinsand how He has been renewing my mind
and heart.

The Holy Spirit has impressed me to start a purity seminar ministry, in which | can
educate young men and women about purity and waiting for marriage. My goal for this
year is to teach young people of God's saving grace and His desire to have young people
commit their lives to maintaining a pure life and using their season of singleness as an
opportunity for growth and service in the Lord. It's called “Purity Project” It's worth the wait!

lanuary 2014 n
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world

A pair of new heels is one way disadvantaged women are getting back on their feet in the workplace.

Dress for Success

Giving Disadvantaged Women in Canada a Start

A Better Worlld Vica-Chair Lane Chesko of Drass for Succass

pair of new hedls is one way disadvantaged women are

getting back on their feet in the workplace. They’re also

receiving a network of supportand career development
tools, thanks to a Central Alberta organization known as Dress
for Success.

Founded in New York City in 1997, this international not-
for-profit group offers services designed to help clients find jobs
and remain employed. Each client receives one outfit when she
has ajob interview and can return for additional outfits when
she fmds work.

Dagmar Hargreaves, an employment counsellor in Red Deer,
saw a need to help women in this way, so she, along with Arlana
Tanner of Red Deer, co-founded Dress for Success. Operations
began in October 2008,

Gently used and new clothing, shoes, jewelry and accessories
arc donated to the Dress for Success boutique. It's located in the
same building where Ecic Rajah, co-founder of A Beteer World
Canada, runs a business.

A Better World Canada, governed by College Heights
Adventist Church in Lacombe, Alea., aims to better the lives
ofdisadvantaged women around the world, including within
Central Alberta.

“I was contacted by Cindy [ Wright] from A Better World,
and she asked, “What do you absolutely need?”” said Hargreaves.
“I said I nced a vacuum cleaner, a steamer, and some paperand
ink for our photocopier”

A Betrer World donated these items to Dress for Success;
since then ABW hasbeen promoting this as one of the local
projects they support. The community-run board was elated.

“Wh actually found a lot of it on sale, so we had a licele extra
to buy other things,” said Hargreaves.

Hacgreaves said she'd like to work mote with A Better World
in the future. “I think our mandates are very parallel—we work
with disadvantaged individuals,” said Hargreaves.

Potential clicnes of Dress for Success must be involved in an
employment program, and they must havea job interview to go
to. On average, the Red Deer location & supporting 13 to 20
women per month.

Meeting financial obligations continues to be a struggle.
Dress for Success in Red Deer hopes to soon become a
tegisteted charity so it can acquire long-term funding.

The Red Decer boutique is aiming to open two and a half
days per week so that donations can be dropped off more casily
and clients can come in for suitings. Volunteers run the shop.

"1 truly believe that if women are given the tools, they will
thrive; said Hargreaves. Many of the clients are single mothers.
It’s arewardingexperience for everyone involved. “I always say
there are more tears cried in our boutique and chey are always
tears of happiness,” said Hargreaves. ®

Laura Tester is a journalist and vo funteers for A Better World.

> > To support this program, piease contact erajah@abwcanada.org. < <
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Community-Based

The beginning of the new year is always filled with hope. The majority of
Canadians, 68 percent, made a New Year’s resolution in 2012. How can the
local church support people in the community with their goals and dreams?

Asyou begin to think about reaching the needs of your neighbourhood,
I encourage you take a slightly different approach. Instead of doingwhart
Adventists have donc over and over again, take a deeper look at what your
neighbourhood trends are. How can your church serve the needs of your
local community? Here are a couple ideas to whet your appetite.

NEW IPAD CLASS

Do you know someonc who will be receivingan iPad for Chrisumas? Is
that person asenior citizen? Many senior parents and grandparents are
getting “wired” so they can connectwith their family members who live
faraway.

As older people crave to stay in touch, the high-tech options continue
to grow. In A Pew study found that “as of April 2012, 53 pereent of
American adules aged 65 and older use the Internet or email,” a significanc
increase over recent years.!

In January and February 2014, my church will offer free classes on
how to us¢ your iPad. We will publicize the coursc at senior centres.
During this two-hour class, the instructor will teach the students how
to (1) turn the iPad on/off, (2) download and update applications, (3}
set up an existing email account, and () download and use Skype and
Face time. The class will be limited to 10 students so they can receive
one-to-ong attention,

CREATING A HOME BUDGET SEMINAR

Unfortunately, most Canadians are grossly in debt. A Royal Bank of
Canada study found that “the average level of personal debtin Canada
rose 21 percent this year to $15,910.” Consumer debe can create anxiety
and high stress for individuals.?

How can thelocal church help the local community fight debe? Perhaps
the greatest gift is to educate families on how to create a budger and live
by it. Last month at my church, we offered a home budget seminar caught
by a professional financial planncr. Our goal was to keep the registration
limic to 25 people. At the end, we had over 40 people ateend the class.
This proved to be a topic many people need help wich.* This January we
will offer the same class to our neighbouring communicy. m

Seminars

Dr. Kumar Dixitis the pastor of Oakridge Adventist Church in Vancouver, B.C.
He is the aut hor of Branded Faith: Contextualizing the Gospel in a
Post-Christian World. You can follow him on Twitter @kumn ardixit.

! Kathryn Zickuhr and Mary Madden, “Older Adults and Internet Use,” June 6, 2012, Pew Research Centre,

http//pewinternet.org/Reports/2012/0lder-adults-and-intemet-use.aspx.
?“Canadian Consumer Debt Up 21%, RBC Survey Says,” October 29, 2013, CBC News,

http//www.cbc.ca/news/business/canadian-consumer-debt-levels-up-21-rbc-survey-shows-1.2287364.
* Read the following WebMD article on the effects of debt stress: Jennifer Soong, “The Debt-Stress Connection,”

WebMD, http//www.webmd.com/balance/features/the-debt-stress-connection.

*1recently taught a series called “Money Myths: Helping People Learn What the Bible Teaches About Wealth and

Finances.” You can download the sermons at oakridgeadventist.ca.

the connected church

68 Percentage of Canadians who
made a resolution for 2012

371 Percentage of Canadian women

who regularly make New Year's
resolutions

23 Percentage of Canadian men

who regularly make New Year’s
resolutions

Length of time Canadians kept their
New Year’s resolutions in 2011:

19% Less than 24 hours
15% One week

52% One month

19% The whole year

Top 10 New Year’s resolutions
1. Lose weight
Stop smoking
Stick to a budget
Save more money
Find a better jols
Become more organized
Exercise more

O IO Ll

Be more patient at work/
with others

b

Eat better

10. Become a better person

Taken from “New Year's Resolutions By the Numbers,”
Toronto Star, January 1, 2013, www.thestar.com/
news/world/2013/01/01/new_years_resolutions_by
the_numbers.html.
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efresh with

Watch “Give Me Your Eyes,” by Brandon Heath
on YouTube: http://bit.ly/8NbXaT

tia

GIVE ME YOUR EYES

Words by God —2 Corinthians 5:14-20, NIV

1 heard a message that really touched my heart in

the way | see others. | think often our insecurities and
perceptions dictate how we relate to those around us
—people walking down the street, friends, homeless
people, people who sit a few pews down from you at
church. We see them but don't stop to think, What
does Jesus see when He looks at them? Does He see
the outward appearance, their clothes, the expression
on their faces, what they just did or didn't do? Probably,
but He sees their heart.

Animage came to mind so vividly as | sat and
listened: Jesus was leaning over touching a lady on
the shoulder as if He was asking to sit beside her. He
looked at her with such love and absolute value in
her answer that this image stayed with me all day.

| know Jesus loves everyone, but | experience only
the relationship | have with Him, not what others
experience. As | looked around, it hit me that He is as
real to them as He is to me. Jesus loves them with the
same incredible head-over-heels love He shows me
every day. He sits with them and walks with them and
spends every living moment with them just as He does
with me. He knows their hurts and disappointments
and knows what brings them joy. The question that
arose in my heart is What does He see when He looks
at the person next to me or the person down the
street? He sees His child, His deatly loved and died-
for child. Jesus sees the heart. He sees beyond the
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perceptions, masks, the things that hold us back from
looking beyond ourselves, to a person who is sincerely
and totally wanted and loved by God.

| want to love people as Jesus does, to just stop
amid the craziness of life and consider what someone
else is going through. To let ge of the perceptions we
often place on ourselves and others and simply ask
Jesus to show us the value He sees. Let Jesus' love
compel you to take a moment in your day to let Him
use you just to offer a listening ear or to smile and
greet someone who looks sad, or in whatever way He
shows you. We often don't realize the impact we have
on the lives of those around us. Do you remember the
last face that smiled at you when you were passing by?
The person who opened the door for you at a coffee
shop? Someone who greeted you enthusiastically and
made you feel glad to be there? We were made to love
and be loved; we're wired to live in community. To
laugh, cry, pray, and encourage one another. So ask
yourself this week, “What does Jesus see?”| think it
will change the way we see others and maybe even
ourselves. God's love does amazing things! m

Be Blessed

Tia Lawrence is 18 years old and a first year college

student. She is a member of the Comox Adventist Church

on Vancouver Island. Tia’s blog—refreshwithtia.com
e



aport specialist, SDA Church in Canada

In Brief:

or adapt for their offenng -

Wow Factor:  Offering schedule with available readings for churches to use.

Meh Factor:

Developed for: North American Division Stewardship

Price: Free

Works on: Android, i0S

minor variations from the NAD calendar, s
The i0S app also offers a tithe and offerlhg!
how much to return in tithe and give in offerings ba
— giving plan, or on your own percentages.

Tithe and offering calculator only available on iOS.

Link: http://goo.gl/1Kbtm

United Prayer

P\ ay ef

Should we not unite in prayer that breakthroughs will
come 5o that God's cause can be strengthened?

n October 2013, my wifc and I stood beside a portion

of the Berlin Wall that still stands—it is there only asa

monument and no longer as a barricr. My mind went
back to a prayer experience in the mid-1980s when | read
of Christians praying for a breakthrough in reaching people
in communist countries. [ joined that prayer emphasis in
my personal prayer to help break down barriers to the
advance of Christ’s kingdom.

When the wall fell on November 9, 1989, many looked

to the influence of palitical lkeaders askey to this breakthrough,

and they were indeed significant. However, what many
people don't realize is that hundreds of thousands of praycr
warriors were part of that victory. In fact, in East Germany
aloncit is reported thae 1 million intercessors were praying
for frecdom during October 1989. Prayer indeed was a
vital factor in the changed political climate in Europe.

‘Today chere are many batriers to the advance of the
gospel. Should we not unite in prayer that breakrhroughs
wil! comc so thae God's cause can be steengthened? These
words should inspire us: *In every church there should be
stated scasons for united prayer for the advancement.of:
this work. Let all be united. having a specific object for
their faith and cnereaties.™ May we be encouraged to have
united praycr in every church to help overthrow Sacan's
strongholds and gain victories for Christ. m

Juan Carlos Atenciois the prayer ministries coordinator
for the Que bec Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

! Ellen G. White, Historical Sketches of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh Gay
Adventists, p. 294, as Quoted |n Praying for Rain, by General Conference
Ministerial Assoclation (Seventh-day Adventist Church), p. 4., http://cdn.
ministerialassoctation.org/docs/Praying%20For %20Rain%201 01%5Bfinal
%5D.pdf. Booklet can be accessed at www.revivalandreformation.org,
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BY STAN JENSEN

Gloria was one of the first people I met back in 1988, when

I became the Oshawa Adventist Book Centre (ABC) manager.

Our family friendship has been delightful over the years. Gloria

used her friendliness and skills to make my children feel at

home in Oshawa and remains one of their most favourite

Photo: Keith Chant

Tell us a bit about yourself and your family.

GLORIA: I grew up in a little place in the country called
Garnett Settlement on the outskires of Saint John. N.B. [
was blessed with wonderful parencs, Blanche and Harvey
Flewelling (both deceased), three fantastic sisters, Star,
Dorothy and Roseanna, and two awesome brothers,
Harvey Jr and Brad.

As time went on, a wonderfu} man by the name of
Sam Greer came into my life whom | fell in love with
and married two years later. We were blessed with three
amazing children, Sam Jr. who resides in Tennessee. Trevor
(Tracy) in Calgary, Alta., and Tanya in Oshawz, Ont. That
blessing grew on to nine beautiful grandchildren: Alysin,
Annie, Samantha, Trevor, Hannah, Jorden, Tanner, Jarod
and Jackson and a precious little great granddaughter,
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people. Glorid's husband, Sam (“T he Moving Man"), is among

the most well-known church employees in Canada.

Gloria and Sam Greer

Shiloh (Dolly). God is so good. 1 truly love and adore all
these people in my life.

You have not always been an Adventist. How did
the change come abont?

GL.ORIA: No, | grew up asa Christian belonging to the
Garnett Settlement Christian Church. My mom saw to it
that | went to Sunday school and church every week, for
which I am very gratetul. She sct that pattern in my life.

[ fell in love with the Lord asa very young gil.

Sam’s mother was a Seventh-day Adventist, so Sam
grew upin that environment. He wasa good person when
I mer him, bur he wasn't aceending church on a regular
basis. When wedated, we discussed the Bible frequendly.

I could see that his church meanta lot ta him.



About rwo years after we were married, we moved to
Oshawa, Ont., as Sam got a job working for the College
Woodwork. We didn't have a chance to come beforehand
tochoose a place to live, so hissisterand brother-in-law
(Alvena and Earl Dunhill) invited us to stay with chem.
Xhat a blessing they were to me! They showed so much
love and understanding. Theywere wonderful Christian
role models. They kept the Sabbath so beautifully, always
had worship, and on Sabbath we would go bird-wacching
and enjoy rhe beautif ul nature that God gave us. [ was
brought up to respect my elders. so Fwas really keeping
Saturday and Sunday as my Sabbath. I wouldn't do anything
on their Sabbath tooffend them. They didn’t preach to me,
which [ appreciated, but they left books around the house,

and one day I picked up the book called The Marked Bible:

what an amazing book! Reading chis book was my first
stepinto the Adventist Church. With Alvena and Earl's
guidance aud Bible studies with dear friends Lyle and
Marion Smith, [ became a Seventh-day Adventist. Sam
and [ were both bapt'zed a short time after, and our son
was dedicated as well.

What were your fivst impressions of the Church,
as a netv Adventist?

GLORIA: Iloved the church. The people welcomed me
with open arms. I felvat home, and thatis how you should
feel when you come to church,

Areyou theonly Adventist in yotr family? What is
this ex perience like for you?

GLORIA: Yes, I am the only one. It was different at first
for sure, but my family respects me for who I am, and
our relationship didi’t change. If I were in their home
on Sabbath, they would turn their musicand TV off. Ac
family gacherings. they always made sure there was food
thatm y family would ¢njoy. As for me, I am fortunate, as
mosrt of my siblings believe in God and love Him too.

How long have you worked at the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Canada (SDACC)?

GLORIA: Around 18 years for the SDACC, bur 27 years
for the Church as a whole.

What other Adventist institutions have yox

worked for?

GLORIA: [ have worked at the Adventist Book Centre
(ABC) and the Ontario Conference. At the conference.

[ served as an accounting clerk and secretary. Throughout
the years, | have worked under auditing with Richard
Novlesky, youth ministrics wich Frankie Lazarus, Pioncer
Apartments and transportation with Howard Karst, the
revolving fund with George Clarke, Public Affairs and

Religious Liberty (PARL) with Brian Lee, and children’s
and women’s ministries with Jean Parchment. Ar the ABC
[ have worked with John Kartik and Stan Jensen. [ have
also worked with Milt Perkins.

Are there any aspects of previous jobs irat you miss?

GLORIA: Not teally: [ have cnjoyed all my jobs—I have

worked with amazing direcrors.
How did you ferst start working at the SDACC?

GLORIA: [ applicd for the secretary position for Gencon
Adventist Risk Management Canada, and after the
interview they contacted me, asking me to join them.

What are your day-to-day functions at the
SDACC?

GLORIA: I work for Health Benefits, where [ process the
claims for the employees and their eligible family members
across Canada. [ process the monthly billing for the entities
onthe Plan and I design the layout for the HBA newslerter.
[ also have the enjoyment of meeting the employees over
the telephone when they call in For assistance. | feel I have
the best job in the office building, and Tam and have been
so blessed to work wirh such wonderful co-workers, such

as Juanita Longman, Barb Janes. Almyra Hodder and Lori
Docaks.

Whar do you enjoy the most about your job?

GLORIA: My job for sure, but | love the atmosphere here.
It is very warm—God’s love shines in all who work here.
Granted, we are not all perfect all the time and we have
good days and bad days, but we are here for one another,
and that makes it special. It is home away from home.

What is your advice for those who have gone
through a similar situation, as the only Seventh-day
Adventist member in one’s family?

GLORIA: Just be yoursclf, lct God's love shine through
you to your family. Actions speak louder than words
sometimes. Pray for them on adaily basis.

Do you have a favourite Bible text of encourage-
ment thatyou would be willing to share with others?

GLORIA: Yes, Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things
theough Christ who strengthens me.” Regardless of
whether things are good or bad, [ know [ can trust in
God to get me through. He has been my strength
throughout che ycars. m

Stan Jensen is the communication director
for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada
and editorof the Canadian Adventist Messenger.
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South Africa

This is truly Nelson Mandela’s land, as his name appears ever ywhere—street names,

schools, gardens—and it is pronounced with so much pride and reverence.

I BB Y his past summer a delegation
of 39 participants from all over
Canada had the opportuniry to

travel to South Africa for the World

Conference on Youth and Community

Service sponsored by the General Con-

ference Youth Ministries Deparement.

Great was our wonder when we landed

in this majestic land. The beauty of the
floraand fauna are nearly indescribable.

This is truly Nelson Mandcla’ land,
as his namc appears everywhere—
streer names, schools, gardens—and it
is pronounced with so much prideand
reverence. Qur Canadian group joined
forces with over 3,200 other Seventh-day
Adventist youth from all over the world
with a mandate to “Impact South Africa
for Jesus.”

During the first phase of our stay (July
1-5), thousands of youth invaded major
cities cngaging in community scrvice
projectssuch as orphanage visirarion
and improvements, construction, HI1V/
AIDS awarenessand prevention, school
developments, community beautification
projects, health expos. sports training and
evangelism. Throughout this first week,
cach participant had the privilege of sharing
the warmeh of the lovely hose familics
and getting a beteer understanding of their
history and struggles.

We had the pleasure of spending some
time sightseeing, which included the
famous Table Mountain Top, a moving
visitof Nelson Mandela’s prison cell on
Robben Lsland, as well as Cape Point
and the Cape of Good Hope. Qur week
¢nded with the gathering of hundreds
of volunteers stationed in Cape Town

January 2014

worshipping rogcther. as well as exchanging
many warm and rearful goodbyes.

Thesceond phase  July 8-13) brought
all Impace South Africa delegares to
Pretoria, where we had the opportunicy
to be equipped for a better service in
church global developrent through small
groups, discipleship, focused mission
training and worship. We then celebrated
joyfully what had becn achieved through
theyourth in che various service and
outrcach projectsto the glory of our
Lord and Saviour.

QOn the last Sabbath, the church
service was held ar a local soccer stadium.
All che attendees were joined by an even
larger number of local worshippers and
guests. In the afternoon, all delegates
were {oaded onto buses and sent out all
over Preroria to mecet the local people
and distribute over 20,000 copies of the

book The Great Hope. which isan abridged
format of Ellen G. W hite’s book The
Creat Controversy. The conference as a
whole was a spiricually uplif ting experience
for all who were present. For many diverse
culcures and nations ta be able to worship
togeeher as onu was truly a glimpse and
foretaste of what heaven would be like.

e leftour new friends in South Africa
in a society whose wounds are still healing.
Thereis hope for the futurebecause of the
legacy of a man of faith and determination
whosestoryhasimpacred the whole
world, bur alsobecausethere islove and
reconciliation. m

Philippe Martin is 26 years old
and a teacher at Deer lake
Seventh-day Adventist School in 8.C.

Clarissa Nolasco is a young adult nurse
in Quebec who has a passion for service.
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Can religious

beliefs be put on hold?

Only a little pork in the soup

Loyola, a private high school in Montreal,
is being forced not to teach according to
its Catholic convictions when it teaches
the Qucbec government’s Ethics and
Religious Culture course (ERC). The
Quebec Court of Appeal appeared to
suggest that Loyolaneed not be concerned,
becausc it has the rest of the week to teach
the Catholic faith outside of the ERC.
“That would be like tellingan observant
Jew or a Muslim not to worry, because
thereis only alicele bic of pork in che soup,”
wrote Loyola’s lawyer in his submission
to the Supreme Court of Canada.

You may have noticed that Quebec has
been a cauldron of angst recently about
allmatters religious. The current debate
over the Charter of Values? is forming a
dynamic backdrop to Loyola’s opposition
to the government’s imposition of the
ERC as itis now preparing to have its
cascheardin Ottawa.

The school does not object to the ERC
goals (recognition of others and pursuit
of the common good by teaching students

the principles and values of respecting
others, democracy and building a common
public culture that cakes diversity into
account). However, when the school
asked for an exemption to the ERC and
the right touse itsown curriculum instead,
the government said no because the school’s
approach was faith-bascd rather thana
“cultural” approach. In cross-examination
government officials agreed that during
the course a Catholic teacher could not
favour onc moral positionoveranother
such as marital fidclity.’

The Quebec government is also
making a strident argument that religious
corporations do not havea right to religious
freedom. Religious freedom, they arguc,
is only for individuals. I think it very
doubttul that the Supreme Court will
buyinto that position as the Court has
recognizedin the past that religious
freedom has communal aspects.” However,
the Court has not catcgorically defined
exactly what the parameters are for the
religious freedom righes of religious bodies

! Appellants Factum filed at the Supreme Court of Canada (File No.35201) at para. 99.

?"Bill no. 60: Charter affirming the values of State secularism and religious neutrality and of equality between women and men,
and providing a framework for accommodation requests,” Assemblée Nationale Quebec, http,//www.asshat.qc.ca/en/travaux-
parlementaires/projets-loi/pro jet-loi-60-40-1.haml. (See the tab "Parliamentaty Proceedings” on the website.

3 Appellants Factum filed at the Supreme Court of Canada (File No. 35201) at para. 21.

+ Alberta v. Hutterian Brethren of Witson Colony (2009) 2 S.CR. 567.

as distinct from individuals. This case is
a prime opportunity to address theissue.
Should the Quebee government
convince the Court otherwise, then
we can expect serious challenges to the
operations of religious communities in
the future—particularly their internal
governance. Religious organizations help
define individual perspectives on belief's
and practices. They are the glue that bind
like-minded individuals into a communal
order that makes culture possible. They arc
formasive institutions—that is to say, they
inculcate the faith for the new generations
and give them a sense of identity and
perspective on the world around them.
This is onc casc you will want re
watch. It is cxpected that the Supreme

Court of Canada will hear this case in
March2014. m

Barry W. Bussey, vice-president of

Legal Affairs at the Canadian Coun cil of
Christian Charities. You can read

his blog at wwwiawan dreligion.ca.
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Doug Hill and son, Sean Evans-Hill

| began to deliberate (in a destructive manner)
on the tenants of Christian faith and raised
disparaging questions on the legitimacy and
efficacy of the Christian beliefin Gods love

and our freedom of choice.



remember my mother being erue co Proverbs 22:6

when 1 was a hoy. She would eake me to church so

I could lcarn about Jesus Christ and His love for
me. However, my mother’s commitunent evohed ridicule
and personal beliteling from my father. And becausea
child nceds and looks to his father for approval and
accepeance, my facher’s negative reaction wounded me,
and I therefore began to withdraw from the worship
of Christ.

As a resule, 1 began to develop a self-protective
indifference to Jesus' love and appeals. 1 distanced
myself from the activity that 1 concluded was the source
of the pain between me and my father. | also harboured
shaine about my vhurch atiendance and worship of
Chrisc. This shame developed hecause of my assumption
that most pcople would reace the same negative way my
father did if chey knew of my beliefs.

Over time the continual strite in our home fostered
in me an embittered distaste for che Christian doctrine
and rebellion coward a God who seemed aloofand
seemed not to care about che suffering and sorrow of
the human peedicament. I began to deliberace (in a
destructive manner) on che tenets of Christian faich
and raised disparaging questions on che legitimacy and
cfficacy of the Christian belicf in God's love and our
ficedom of choice. 1 chosc to be an agnostic in my
belicts, resisting God and His plan for my life.

As 1 grew older, my life as a husband. facher and
employce became busy. and 1allowed these responsi-
bilitics to consume all my ateention. These cares became
part of che “sclf-imposcd distancing,” which cook the
shape of comfortable, non-commiceal day-to-day living.
Onlywhen challenged to commit my kf ¢ co the Lord did
1 become irritated—even enraged. 1 used philosophical
arguments and questions designed as a diversionary
tactic in an attempe to derail che challenge, to attack the
call to the Christian faith. Buc my l.ord continually and
patiently worked on my hears. However, the miracles
of mysons' births, the love of a woman who loved me
despite all my shortcomings and the prayers of loved
ones and fricnds began to work on a disillusioned soul.

Ar one time in my life, | was visiting my mother
after she and my facher divorced. | began to berate her,
demanding to know, Where was hee God who allowed
her cosufler all chese erials even though she served her
God faichfully?

Righe after leaving my mother's rental and arrempting
to ger my family in the car for the drive home, my son
got away from me. As a toddler he had the exasperating
habit of running off. Out from between parked cars, he
ran onco the streee and into che path of an oncoming
car. The car’s bumperstruck him in chehead and knocked
my son down onto the icy road. Bur thanks to the

miraculous intervention of che Lord, my son was
pushed forward by the front wheels of the car and was
therefore not crushed by the tires rolling over him!
Here was the Lord’s answer to my cynical question
about where was God!

Despire chis miracle, it still cook many years of
gentle, loving cfforts of the Holy Spirit, as well as
praycrs by loved onesand fricnds to bringinto focus
the truch of my mecrnal contlice.,

There are chree major questions in a person's lif e:
Why am | here? What is che meaningof chis life? and
Where am | going? My life wich “I" in control could
not answer iy of the three questious and chercfore lefe
me with the feclings of emptiness and a life without
purposc or fulkillment. These feclings haunted me and
fed my dack view of life. This descent into a state of
hopclessness and despair coloured all of my ife and
affecred chose close to me. 1 will focever have a burden
about how | have ncgacively aff ected those | love and
respect. In my anger and hopelessness | have lashed out
at those who only cxpressed concern and wanted o
offer help. I am ashamcd of my ugliness and the hure
thac [ spac at those around me!

My despair and shame, over a span of time, stacted
to have an interesting opposing cffect: 1 began o Jook
within mysclf and scc that if I was going to get anyching
our of this [fc, 1 would have to find something that could
provide value and meaning co chis lif ¢! This ycarning
was the tender prompting of che Father calling this
prodigal son back to the: fold. Also during this time,
several DVDs, (some of which included Doug Batchelor's
presentations), were sent to me, and God began to open
my mind and heare as | listened co chese messages. As
God was answering prayer, He began to change my life.
It was ac this point of my spiritual journcy that God
brought into my lifte a fricnd who showed me how |
could receive Jesus Christ into my lif e by faich. 1 prayed
a simple prayer to receive Jesus Chrise as my Saviour and
Lord by faith. Since then. my lif ¢ now has purpose and
meaning. Through recciv ingChrise by faith into my life,
| have ceceived eternal lite, salvation, peace, forgivencss
of sins, rhe hope of heaven and much more. Every day |
can expericnee and cnjoy Jesus Chr'istas my wonderful
Saviour. my great Shepherd and my all Sufficicney. |
praisc and thank God for this wonderful gitit, the Loed
Jesus Chrisr. John 3:16!

Doug Hiit is president of a condominium board and vice-
chair of the High River and District Health Care Foundation
in Alberta. Previously he was a training officer for the
Calgary Light Rail Transit System. He currently facilitates

a Sabbath school class in the Calgary Central church.
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When a woman is pregnant, what is her number one wish
during pregnancy? To have a healthy baby with 10 little fingers
and 10 little roes. Well, this is where my story begins, with the
birth of our third child; our daughter, Gabricile.

In 2007 our only daughter was bomn with spina bifida. [t was
ashock toall of us when she was born at home. Throughout my
pregnancy, all my tests came back normal, and it wasn’t until
birth thatwe found out about our daughter’s condition. You
can imaginc the shock we felt that day.

When Gabrielle was born, a small portion of her back was
open and exposed. [ was staring at something that was going to
change our lives forever, Spina bifida is a neural tube birch defect
(NTD) that occurs within the first four weeks of pregnancy.
The spinal column fails to develop properly, resulting in varying



degrees of permanent damage co the spinal cordand
nervous system. So youcan say life for us had curned
down a diff erene serect.

It was the neurosurgeon ac The Hospital for Sick
Children in Toronto, Ont., who told us chatr Gabriclle’s
spinal cord and nerves developed ourside her body and
were contained in a Huid-filled sac chat wasvisible ourside
her back. The exposurc of these nervesand of nervous
tissues made Gabriclle more vulnerable to lif e-threatening
infections. 1 remember siteing there dazed as we liseened
to him. The type of spina bifida Gabriclle was born wich is
called Lumbosacral Myclomeningocele ac LS-S2. This name
indicated che level and function of che spinal cord. It's the
most severe kind of spina bifida.

The neurosurgeon cxplained to us all of the issues dhar

Gabriclle would have. Gabriclle expericnees some muscle
weakness and some loss of sensation in her legs and under
her feee. Due ro the nerve damage in her feet, the posterior
and outer surfaces of Gabrielle’s lower limbs were in question,
which included che inabilicy for her fect co plantac-flex. In
other words, Gabriclle is unable to point her foot down or
stand on her tippy-rocs; her feet flex upwards and inwards.
Braces called ankle-foor orchotics (AFQ) would be needed ta
address Gabnelle’s muscles and joine problems by compensating
for weakness or correcting any deformitics.

Gabriclle also hasissues with bowel and bladder funcrion.
The doctor explained chac drainage tubes called catherers would
be needed to manually drain Gabriclle’s bladder regularly in
order to protect her kidneysand bladder. Gabriclle will be on
medication indefinicely and would have to be cacheterized as
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well every two hours. And hydrocephalus was also detected
when Gabrielle was one week old: it’s a common complication
of spina bifida. We were warned that 95 percent of babies born
with spina bifida will also have hydrocephalus. This s the
buildup of spinal fluid in Gabriclle’s brain. To correct this, a
venrriculopeitoncal (VP) shune had o be surgically inscrted
into her brain.

Gabrielle needed surgery immediatcly to reduce the risk of
infection and to protect the spinal cord from greater damage. [t
was heartbreaking to watch our daughter undergo surgeries in
the first week of her life and to listen to her doctors ralk about
her many deficiencics thae she will have to live with. I felt as
though I was in anawtul dream. [ wanted to wake up to a whole
new world that never spoke the words “spina bifida.”

I was scared ro be alone with this new baby, cven though she
was minc. I didn'tknow how to feel because my mind had so
many other emotions rushing about. I had no idea what spina
bifida was or how it was going to impact all our lives. I found
myself slowly becomingangry with God. Angry for giving me
a child whom I labeled as broken and, in my eyes, couldn’t be
fixed. I was extremely upset, because prior tothis God gave me
two healthy boys, and now that we gave bicth to a girl, He gave
me something I didn’t want, not like this. | was hurting. I was
scarcd. I feltlost. I feleso ashamed. I was fighting wich che Lord
because I fele that He had let me down.

Whatl failed to realize was chat in my moment of darkness,
in the midst of the struggle, the I.ord had broken me. [n the
middle of all my distress, God had everythingin place. I was
reminded of Isaiah 41:10: *So do not fear, for [am with you,
do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold you with my rightcous tight hand™
(NIV).

Qvercheyears I have learned from the Scriprures about the
character of God. The Scriptures taught me what I could expect
from God. concerning His actions toward me in my present
circumstances. God has a specific purpose and plan for each
person’slife. We just have to trust and obey. Trust that He knows
what’s best for you and your family and obey the way He shows
you to go, believing that His plan is the best plan for your life.

Coming to terms with a child’s disability can be one of the
hardest chings a parent ever has to do. Just knowing that they
may have ongoing special needs throughout their lives. Inmy
darkest hours | would always mourn Gabriclle's lost potential,
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and many of her conditions bccome morc troubling over time.
Buc I thank Cod today that [ can now see how her challenges
make triumphs sweeter, and her weaknesses are accompanied by
great strengths.

My days arc regular like any other mother’s: cooking, cleaning,
running errands to grocery stores with the kids hanging off the
cart, the never-ending piles oflaundry. assistingwith homework,
and the bedtime battles. What makes us different is the special care
we have to give Gabriclle in order for her to have a normal life.

Thisjourricy I'm on is God’s plan for me to bring others
closer to Him. Through ourstory, pcople will come to know
that God is an awesome God and He will take care of you. My
journey still continues with Gabrielle. We have many important
testsand follow-up appointments ahead of us. I'm relyingon
God by accepting Hiswill for our lives. I now have learned that
forevery disability Gabrielle has, she is blessed wich more than
cnough abilitics 1o cover her challenges.

I have learned that prayer heals us in our circumstances. It
opens the channel of God's blessings. God answers prayers that
are in agreement with His will. His answersarealways in our
best interest. When our desires line up with His will, we will,
in time, come tounderstand. When we pray passionately and
with dcterimination, according to God's will, God responds
powerfully!

In 2011 I turned my darkest moments into something good.
[ published a book called Gabbys Gifi: Hope in the Heart ofa
Child. T wanted o help other familics who need o heal from
their joutneys and let them know chat they are noe alone. It's
through this hook that [ have connected with so many people,
who too have similar storr’es. Itissuch a comfort to know that God
brings people into your life to help case the pains and sufferings.

Sharing our testimony is not easy, but I know that it’s a story
that must be told. And thatis why God has been using me as His
vessel to share my testimony in many of our Adventist churches
for over two years.

Tunc s spina bifida month across Canada, and our family
takes part in the “Gabby’s Gift” walk to help raise funds and
bring awareness to our communities. ‘Through our annual
walks, it's important for my children tosee the love and support
that a community gives when they are touched by a testimony.
To celebrate our fif th annual walk this year, in faith, I published
a children’s picture book called My Sdly Feer. This book aims to
encourage all children to appreciate their differences, no matter
how big or small they may be, as well as co boch understand
and appreciate the expericnees and diversity of other people.

Since the birth of our daughter, Gabrielle, | have learned to
accept what | cannot control and to focus instead on the gift
given to me from the start of that incredible journey. Thatgift
wasone of hope forabetterromorrow, che hope chat resides
in the hcart of a child. m

Sharon Ennis is the mother of Gabriefle and the
author of Gabby's Gift: Hepe in the Heart of a Child.
Visit www.GenesisOnePublishing.com.



cferred to as a champion sprinter, excelling at track mects
and hcaded for superstardom, Kevin Anthony “K-Anthony”
Fowler had no idea GGod was about ro redirect his path.

Born on the beautiful island of Jamaica in the oci-anside
city of Montego Bay, Kevin (af ter running compeetitively since
Grade 3) was enrolled by his mom into a conservative high
school that did not participatc in competitive sports, because
of the Sabbath. Although it must have fdle like his dreams were
being crushed. he accepted this way of living wholcheartedly,
even turning down an athletic scholarship to an American
university because of competition and events being scheduled
on Sabbaths. It could have seemed as if his future was ending,
but for K-Anthony, it was only just beginning. It was through
this changc and adjusement that Kevin began refocusing his
attention toward his second love: music.

Ifyou spcak to Kevin today, he will quickly tell you that
music and runningarc his passions, and they have been since
the beginning, but music has taken precedence. He strongly
feels it was a divine plan of God’s to close one door in order to
open the other. As a teenager, unable to compete in running.
he began singing at churchesand outreach events. This new
outlct for cxpression was inspired by his carlicr years, when he
rearranged hymnsand formed singing groups. [tled Kevin to
earoll in college as a music major to garner classical training.

While at Trinity Collcge, London, he travelled with the
Chamber Choral group on multiple tours to the United States
and again with a church tour. He completed his education

WWW.naomistfiemermusic.com and www.naomiradio.com

For questions, comments or to suggest an artist, band or choir, please ematl naomicontact@aol.com.

...one should always stop to
wask the question,'God, what

&

with a B.A. in music and an emphasis on voice. But as any
graduate these days will eell you, it is dif icult to leave school
and step directly into a fulfilling dream job. The real work
begins after school «:nds. But putting drecams and aspirations
asidc, onc should always stop to ask the question, “God, what
do You want for my life?”

Following in his family’s footsteps, Kevin recently migraced
from the warm south island to the chilly but warm-ac-hcare
north country of Saskatchewan, Canada. Embracing a new
cultureand environment, Kevin is hoping he can fully immerse
himself in music ministry and grow this passion into a full-time
career here in his new home, if it is God’s will. He is married to
his high school swectheart, Kamelia, and writcs and arranges his
music with the hope that it will be heard by many. It is what his
family wouldsay he “cats, sleeps and dreams about.” His music
has an island flarc, although he describes it as contemporary
gospel/inspicational. The goal? “I want my music to positively
influcnce others, motivating them, helping them get through
whatever issucs or problems they may have in their lives and
telling them about Christ and His soon coming.”

To learn more about K-Anrhony, his music and ministry, you
can find him on Facubook (www.faccbook.com/KAnthonylive)
and on Reverbnation (www.reverbnation.com/KAnthony). m

Naomi Striemer isa Chapel recording artist, Pacific Press book
author, Christian recording artist and sought-after speaker.
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Kingsway College Mission Statement: To reflect Jesus Christ and prepare students for His service.
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In his senior yearat Kingsway College,
Tyler was on the Aerials team. He recalls
a time when he was asked to tell the
children’s story at church on onc of their
tours. Being up front made the majority
of the Acrials team nervous. Thankfully,
Tyler stepped up to lead, with the encour-
agement of his uncle, Gary Dooks, who
was the coach at the time. Assisting him
was a closc friend of his, Glenn de Mclo.
Tyler’s willingness to lead helped him
gain a blessing by being a blessing.
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When you become their world:

Urpose

INQ

Tyler is onc of the most recent
additions to the Kingsway College staff.
He graduated from Andrews Universicy
in May 2011 with a major in finc arts
and an cmphasis in graphic design. This
had always been a passion of his, but he
felt chat something was stil lmissing; he
wanted something that would give him
the opportunity to work with people
interpersonally. Hisinterest in working
directly with youth began through his
experience at Camp Frendaasa boys’
and ski dock dirccror, and at Andrews
University as an RA. Ir opened his cyes
to dean ing and counselling. This purpose
is exactly what led him to Kingsway
College, again.

Tyler has always been affiliated with
Kingsway College because of his family
and friends. He remembers running
around campus and in the woods having
tons of fun asa child several years ago.
Although he had always been in close
proximity to KC. surprisingly enough,
he attended Kingsway only in his senior
year, in 2006/2007. He admics that his
time at Kingsway Collcge has always
been a blast, then and now.

Asastaff member, Tyler appreciates
when students confide their deepest

storics and scerets. By developing close
relationships with the students, Tyler
realizes, “You really are their world
because being available to give them

the openness they need, and someone

to talk to and receive counsel from, gives
my purposc a whole new meaning”

Tyler believes chat “Christian education
isa safc place for many reasons. Firstly, it
educates children with their academics.
Secondly, it isa place of counselling, a
place to help students grow and to provide
support.” Tyler’s definition of Christian
education is so practical: “Frankly, for
even the most flawed child, thisisa place
to find love, accommodation and under-
standing. It’s no doubt that we all fail from
time to rime to Fulfill this, but the hope is
to strive for it. Thirdly, at the end of the
day, it’s the goal to show these students
God and w0 help them find a balance
spiritually, academically, physically and
emotionally.” It is no wonder students
look up to Tyler; he is young, encrgetic
and very caring.

Tyler is motivated by this thoughe:
“Every day, if 1 don’t get out of bed to
carefor these students, who will2” He is
placed at Kingsway College because he
belicves “it’s ap to me to motivate, love
and carefor chese students.” His daily
goal is to contribute to keep the school
in good order and do everything that
cncompasses spiritual, physicaland mental
aspeers of theschool and, most importantly,
to uphold everything Kingsway needs
of him. [n life i’s similar, because Tyler
dedicates his fifc to being a helpful and
productive member of sodiety, representing
God in all that he does.

Romans 8:38, 39 says, “For 1 am
persuaded that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor principalitics nor powers,
nor things present nor things to come,
nor height nor depth, nor any other
created thing, shall be able o separate
us from the love of God which is in

Christ” (NKJV), m

Ashley Arriola is the communications
assistant at Kingsway College

Ifyou areinterested in sending your child to Kingsway College, or would like to know more inf ormati'on about our school, you can
go online to kingswaycollege.on.ca, or you @an call 905.433.1144x.212 or x.211, or send an email to admissions@kingswaycollege.on.ca,




L am not a Chrictan.

[knowthat sounds very strange and almost rude. but it's true.

[ came to Deer Lake School (DLS) in Grade 8 knowing only that
it was a small, private school and knowing absolutcly nothing
about the Seventh-day Adventist faith. [ cemember one of my first
questions to onc of my peers was “Who is Satan?” My classmates
laughed and asked if | was joking, but honestly, { did not know.
That was the beginning of my journcy of getting to know God
and myselfbetter through arcligion that [ had never fully
acknowledged before.

At first, L was very confused. Never before had I been surrounded
by people who considered God their first priority. 1 came from a
public school where teachers just taught from a textbook and did
not rcally bond with me or the other students. It was my first time
being in aschool where the teachers challenged me to become a
better person. [ was taught how to work on my weaknesses and
usc my strengths to benefit others. After comingto Deer Lake,
the importance of depending on God and letting Him guide my
path became clear ro me. | realized chatat rhis Adventist schoof
[ wasable to find my hidden academic and leadership talents. For
instance. my teachersand fricnds motivated me to run for student
government in Grade 10, and [absolutely loved it.

Through Christian education, I learned thatleadingis not all
about managingand taking control bur also about serving others
and leavinga legacy behind for generations to come. | can definitely
say that the roles I took on and the values [ was taughtat DLS have
started molding me into the person I would onc day like to become.

[ also gor the chance to go on a mission trip to the Dominican
Republic. During the trip one story truly touched my heart. We had
come to lead in Vacation Bible School at an orphanage. and we
invited many others in the community. Onc lady and her daughter
came to visit the orphanage, and I will always remember that the
daughter constantly had a beautiful smile on her face. Later we found
out that behind her smile was a horrible secret. A fire had completely
ruined her house, and they had no place to stay. We all decided to
chip in some moncey for both the mother and daughter. On the last
day, when we presented them with the gift, the mother broke into
tears. She told us that she compares her story with Job in the Bible.
That gave me shivers, and | started crying as well. 1 could not imagine
how somconc could be so happy and still love God after all of those
terrifying events. She became an inspiration for me, and [ realized
that you must come closer to God when bad things happen to you.

1 would never have learned all chese things and had such life-
changing cxpericnces had 1 not gone to Deer Lake School. I got
the opportunity to make a difference in the global community and
alsoto have a berter relationship with God. I came to Deer Lake
knowing very little, and I came out as a better person in all aspects
of mylife. ] chink God was working in me, and [ betieve that He
is the one who told me to leave public school and go to Deer Lake.
Christian cducation means something dif ferent to everyonc, bue
to me, in the simplest form, it is lif e changing. w

Gaurika Sharma is finishing up her last year of high school at
Deer Lake Seventh-day Adventist School and plans to attend
post-secondary school to pursue a business degree.

education

Through Christian education,

I learned that leading is not all
about managing and taking control
but also about serving others
and leaving a legacy behind

for generations to come.
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nitially, Pradeesha Gnanasekeran did not want to

move to Alberta from Scarborough, Ont., much less

to the small city of Lacombe. She is 16 years old, is
an only child, originally comes from Sri Lanka and is
a fifth-generation Adventist. Her family came inco che
churchbecause of the work of a missionary. Her great-
great-grandfacher Scorer was a strong Hindu, and after
mecting wich the Adventist missionary, he converted
to Adventism and then converted another 50 to 60
people himself.

Pradecsha atrended private school in her native
country, but when she was 13, her family moved to
Canada. Pradeesha says she went chrough a high degree
of culeural shock. The behaviour of students in che public
school was very dif ferent from what she was used to.
For one, in Sri Lanka educators are highly respected.
Also, on her tirst day of school a student was giving her
Grade 7 class a tour of the school, and another student
offered the whole group any “supplies” that they might
nced during the year; Pradecsha had never been offered
drugs prior to this, and it was shocking to her. She was
determined not to change, bue she watched as the
innocent sevench-graders she had befriended starced
to change.

While she was attending school, three students
were shot and killed berween the school building and
the local pizza place. Fortunately, even though she
witnessed the shooting, she was spared.

Pradeesha’s parents started looking for new jobs, and
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PARKVIEW
ADVEMTIST
ACADEMY _

Pradeesha Gnanasekeran

when her mom was offered ajob with Canadian
University College (CUC), they jumped at the chance
to move. Pradeesha wasn't so excited, chough. All of
her friends were telling her chac Alberta was a very
racist place and chat no one with a different cchnic
background would be happy there. But in spite of this,
in February of her Grade 9 year, the family picked up
and moved to Red Decer, Alea. Pradecsha finished that
year by doing home school, and then she started Grade
10at Parkview Adventist Academy (PAA).

On the firstday of school she remembers cveryone
being friendly and looking for new friends. She also
found the kids to be more mature than her friends in
public school. She quickly realized that Lacombe wasn’t
the racist place she had been led ta believe.

Pradeesha is currently in Grade 11 and serves as
the vice-president of the Student Association. "PAA is
like a big family. Everyone looks out for everyone else,’
she described. She attributes this family feeling to the
fact that students and staff sce onc another outside of
school hours. She feels chat because the teachers all stay
after school and arc involved in weckend events, she is
able to get to know them personally, noe juse in the cyp-
ical studenc—teacher relationship.

Pradeesha is happy to have the opportunicy to atcend
an Adventist school where she feels safe and sccurc. ®

Pattie Reasor Communications,
Parkview Adventist Academy
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Alberta

Thirteen Master Guides Following the Master Guide

For many Adventists, knowing that they have been (or are) in-
volved with Pathfinders in someway is a great feeling. They
don the uniform and beret with pride and honour. After so many
years of reciting the pledge and law, the words just flow offthe
tip of the tongue like running water. And who could forget che
aim: “the Adventist message to all the world in my generation.”

As the Pathfinders pass through the ranks, they feel a sense
of prestige. In their hearts it is evident that Pathfindering is
somethingspecial and dignified.

But one of the proudest moments occurs when one has
toiled and laboured through all the hard work of becoming a
master guide.

On Oct. 19, 2013, at the Bridgeland Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Calgary Alta., 13 master guides did just that; for over
ayear they roiled through injury, sweat and tears. Some even
collapsed during the five-mile hike trying to make it through a
backpacking honour.

Under the leadership of the Alberta Conf erence master guide
director, Tendai Mashonganyika; the Bridgeland Cimarrons
director, Griffin Webster: and the deputy director, Karen
Massiah, 13 Pathfinders graduated to the level of master guide.

[t was a momentous occasion. All 13 candidates looked sharp
in theie master guide unif orm. They talked with dignity, held

their heads up with pride and walked humbly before the
congregation knowing that it was Chri'st theie Master who

had guided them through this process.

There to assist in the ceremony were the northern Alberta
arca coordinators, Glenn and Diane Hawthorn. Glenn spoke
with humour and passion about what it means to be a master
guide. Dianne presented the Pathfinder Leadership Award and
shared about the importance of beinga leader.

As conference Pathfinder director, I concluded the program
with an inspirational message to all the master guides invested
that day, exhorting them to remember that God is countingon
cach onc of themto be leaders within the church and their
community, encouraging them to guide those they lead to the
Master Jesus Christ.

Reynold Ferary, the senior pastor of the church closed the
ceremony by offering a special prayer of dedication upon all
the master guides. By the end of the seevice, there was no doubrt
that God’s presence was there presiding over this wonderful
occasion. All in all, whar this means is that 13 more leaders
were empowered and equipped to lead God's people! m

—Lyle Notice, associate youth
director, Alberta conference
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CHANGE School Builds Friendships in Camrose

30

Ken Wiebe, Mark Johnson, Joy Fehr, and Sandra Sllva at the inauguration ceremonies for CHANGE School of Evangelism.

maginc a school of evangelism in

Canada that equips you to do evangelism
wherever you are! This was the dream that
Sandra Silva presented to the Alberta
Conference and ro Canadian University
College (CUC). The group unanimously
embraced the vision and united to create
CHANGE School of Evangelism, the
first ofirskind in Canada. On May 1,
2013, CHANGE School of Evangelism
opened its doors on the campusof CUC
to 16 eager students ready to embark on
a journey of transformation.

The students, ages 17 to 67, came from
Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and the United States to
attend CHANGE. In addition to these
students. more than a dozen CUC students
joined the CHANGE accredited classcs:
Christian Spirituality and Conflict
Resolucion.

The inauguration of CHANGE
School of Evangclism began with a note
of thanks from Sandra Silva for God's
faithful leading. Silva expressed decp
appreciation to the members of the
CHANGE commirtee for their hours of
dedication and supportin making this
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dreamareality. Mark Johnson, president
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Canada, gavea special charge and dedicatory
prayer bef ore the ribbon cutting ceremony.

The first day of classes began with a
passionate message on the subject of
CHANGE presented by Pastor Ken
Wiebe. Alberta Conference president.
Each day was filled with devotional
thoughts by the students and guest
speakers along with classcs on prayer,
doctrines, Spirit of Prophccy, Danicl and
Revelation, and much more. Presenters
came from all over North Americato
inspirc and cducate the students in
biblical truths and to provide them with
practical tools for soul winning.

Speakers included Cindy Tutsch, Jay
Rosario, Dave Fiedlerand many others,
as well as CUC faculty and Alberta
Conf crence staft. Camrose, a small city
northeast of Lacombe, was chosen as the
location for evangelistic outreach.On a
wecklybasis, students sought Bible study
interests by walking the streets of Camrose,
knocking on doors and doing health expos
in the community. Over 300 surveys were
filled out with many indicating an interest

in Bible studies. On the opening night of
the evangelistic series in Camrose, only a
few non-Seventh-day Adventists were in
attendance. By the end of the series, God
increased that number to 65! Following
the evangelistic series. six individuals
gave their livesto Christ through baptism
and profession of faith. Currently, over
19 of the non-Scventh-day Adventists
who attended the meetings are regularly
attending the Camrose Adventist Church.

Presently, two Bible warkers are
following up interests and giving Bible
studics.

Starting January 2014, CHANGE
is launchinga new online program. For
more information, please visit www.
changcschool.ca. You canbecome part
of alife-changing experience with God.
Applications are being accepted for the
2014 online and summer sessions
commencing May 1. Please continue to
keep Camrose and CHANGE School

of Evangelism in your prayers. @

—Sandra Silva, personal
ministries/CHANGE School
of Evangelism director,
Alberta Conference
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SAGE Alberta Helps the Drumheller Church

Onc of Drumbheller’s oldest churchesis getting
a facelift this month. Starring on Tuesday,
demolition will commence: on the front entrance
and lobby of the Sevenrh-day Adventist church.
“We're going to be starting the demolition with
the backhoe on Tuesday, We'll be replacing it with
ancw cntrance thatis wheclchair accessible, with
handicap washrooms. We have some members who

are getting older, who weren’table to participate,

" said

and we wanted to do a little modernization,

\Wanda Wiehe, treasurer.

Demolition of the front entrance and lobby on
the church will commence on Tuesday, August 6.
Then. later in August and September, the Seniors
in Action for God with Excellence (SAGE), a

provincial group, will help ecbuild and renovate

the church.

To help rebuild the front entrance, the church

dedicated to helping churches.

“Qur conference, the organization for the
.They'll be coming in

September. but we're getting the demolition and concrete work

province, has a group called SAGE. ..

done ahead of time so that when they come out, everything is
rcady to go for them,” said Wicbe. “They don’t necessarily do
renovations. They do various things that need tobe done. It'sa
service group of seniors, like painting, and they do a lot of more
fun stuff, too. This will be their first major construction project.”
Originally, the Drumbeller church had intended to complete
the renovation in May. However, delays in getting SAGE to
Drumheller caused the timing of the construction to be pushed
back to Augustand September. Wiebe feels it was a fortuitous

turn of cvents.

is receiving help from a provincial group of seniors S
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SAGE volunteers put yearsof experience to acharitable use.

said Wicbe.

“We were originally going to start in May, but we're so grateful
we didn’t, because with all the rain, we would’ve had a flooded
church! The delays also let us come up with some better plans,”

In addition to a new entrance and lobby, a new family
washroom with a shower will be installed. Any lef tover funds
will be used to do smaller renovations to the interior of the
church. For the time being, services will be held at the Grace
Lutheran Church. “They've graciously allowed us to usc their
church for the months of August and September,” said Wicbe. m

Troy McQueen, communications
director, Alberta conference

ACT I: Bringing the Artist Community together

Over the last several months since
rcturning to Lacombe, I have mat
many dift erent people of various ages
who are interested in artistic expression
—whether it’s parents who are concerned
about their naturally artistic child who
has no supportive outlet within the
church orayoungperson who would
like to share and showcase his or her
new dance chorography.

These encounters have: been too
numerous to count, and almost every
time, [ leave the conversation wondering,
What does the Adventist Church have
in place to meet the growing needs of onr
growrng po pul arron afyoun g artises? And

I came to one conclusion: that something
must be strategically andintentionally put
in place in ordertoserve the needs of our
Adventist artistic community.

What started off as just a simple con-
versation about ideasand vivid imagery
between Dane Alexandre (third-year
psychology student) and me a yearago
becamea live and in-living<olour program.
Artists Coming Together (ACT) would
become: an initiative to createa sustainable
environment that brings artists together
and allows them to support one otheras
theydevelop, express and hone their craft.

On Qcr. 26,2013, ACT 1 rook place
on the Canadian University College

(CUC) campus at the student lounge
called“Social Eyez.”

Walking into the packed room—
lights dimmed. the D] playing familiar
“old skool” instrumental tunes—you
could feel the vibe: something special
was happening,. It was art displayed on
the backdrop of a crisp Alberta evening
portrayed through the form of song,
music, poetry and spoken word.

fe fele like: a place where people could
expressthemselves and be who they were
at the core, on the deepest level, with
#nojudgment. For once they were within
a safc environment around fricnds and
likcminded people who appreciated art
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no matter what the form.

Wich over 80 people in attendance,
you could feel anticipation with every
act. Words rolled of f tongues from pas-
sionate pocts, notes resounded off the

walls as guitars were strummed. At one
poine, if you looked closely, you could sec
an artist paintinga picture of a beauriful
woman as the program went on.

ACT ILis just the first scene of many

ACTs to come. Stay tuned for ACT II! m

—Lyle Notice, associate
youth director,
Alberta conference

British Columbia

2013 B.C. Conference Youth Retreat, MVSC, Nov. 8-11

eenagers from across British Colum-

bia gathcred together over the
Remembrance Day long weekend ac
Mountain View Summer Camp {MVSC)
to worship together, connect with one
anotherand connect more deeply ona
spiricual level with God.

Centered around the cheme “Story-
line,” the weekend focused on how the
stary of our own lives parallels the stories
of the Bible and the ways in which God is
at work in our joys, sorrows, successes
and even in our failures.

The guest speaker for the weekend
was Lylv Notice, associate youth director
for the Alberta Conference. “Keeping it
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Guest speaker, Lyle Notice, “Keeping it Real”at the 2013 British Columbla Conference Retreat.

real” was a thread that ran rhrough each
of the messages he shared. Drawingupon
the experiences of his own teenage years
and the ways in which God pursued him,
Notice built a bridge that helped many of
the youth sec chat cheir own stories arc not
that diff erent from che experiences of Bible
characters. Worship music was provided by
the youth praise team from the Abborsford
Seventh-day Advenrist Church.
Throughout the weckend teens expe-
rienced a level of caring support from cheir
peers that many who come from smaller
churches don't always gecto enjoy. Teens
would break into “family groups™ and share
experiences and learn from one another.

They also participated in a number of

adventure challenges that helped chem
learn towork together and bond as a team.
On Sunday evening many young
people gave personal testimonies about
the struggles and challenges chey face. It
was an amazing opportunity for cach of
them to realize that others go through
similar challenges and to receive affirmation
and encouragement from one another. m

—Grant Misseghers,
youth pastor, Abbotsford
Seventh-day Adventist
Church; assistant youth
director, B.C. Conference
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New Media Training Program launches in Quebec

*® | see being one of the pioneer students in the Better Living media missionary

program as a great opportunity to learn to depend fully on God as the great

Creator and to pave the way for other young people to follow. -~ 7

Bcttcr Living Ministry (Micux
Vivre), a supporting ministry of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church,

in Victoriaville, Quc., is Jaunching a
one-ycar media missionary training
program frec of charge where students
can learn how to produce Christian
television and radio programs, create
websites and work with virtual scts and
green screen. T he program is Chrise-
centered and targees young people who
arc looking for training in media that
will cquip them to usc their creativity for
Christian scrvice and ministry. Students
will receive hands-on training in every
aspect of how to start and operatea
small celevision recording studio.

Better Living wishes to excend a
special invitation to Canadian students.
The media training program is bilingual,
so both English- and French-speaking
students arc welcome.

Beteer Living was formed in 2009
by a dynamic team of young people who
recognized the need toshare the gospel
with French-speaking Canadians. The
history of the Quebec population has
resulted in a culture that is, largely, closed
to Christianity, particularly through public
cvangelism avenues. Media pencetrates
many of thosc barricrs, reaching people
in the non-threatening environment of
theirown homes.

Radio and television programs produced
by Better Living are broadcast on Hope
Channcl and 3ABN. They reach an even
broader audicnce, however, through
on-demand web distribution via Roku,
mobile, apps, smart TV platforms and
desktop browsers.

Qur web presence is one of the most
powerful methods of bringing our

Christ-centred and health-conscious
conzent to the masses. We reach French-
speaking pcople not only in Quebec but
also around the world.

It was during a recent mission trip to
Honduras that Wayne Atwood, president
of Better Living, became inspired to
cstablish the media missionary training
program. While on that mission trip,
Wayne met Frida, a student from the
Matreson Mission School in Norway.
She rold Wayne she was looking fora
place to do a media internship.

“In a personal prayer.” Frida says, “1
promiscd God that I was willing to go to
Quebec, Canada, for the program if that
was His will for me. Since then God has
worked in my lif v in answering that

prayer. He has changed my future
plans, and I have felt convicted to
trust Him by joining the first group
of media missionarics. I sce being onc
of the pioncer students in the Better
Living media missionary program as a
areat opportunity tolearn to depend
fully on God as the grear Creator and
to pave the way for other young people
to follow. Itis also onc step closer to
tinding out more specifically God's
plan for my life”

The first Better Living Media Mas-
sionary program starts on January 13,
2014. Tuition is free of charge, but stu-
dents are responsible for covering their
own room and board. Prior media ex-
perience is a plus but nota prerequisize.
Applicants of all ages arc welcome to
apply, but the program will target
young people between the ages of 18
and 25.

Apply online at www.media
missionary.me. Email missionary@

betterlivingministry.org or call 1-800-
651-1275 for more inf ormarion about
the program.

Skills learned: operating a video
camera; green screen and vircual sets;
video cditingand graphics design: multi-
camera switching; live-to-dsk recording;
web-based contene delivery; DVD and
Blu-ray authoring; maximum qualityon
minimum budget; and how to start and
run a media ministry m

BETTERLIVING
WWW. BB TTERNNGOWTOV.ORG
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Manitoba-Saskatchewan

V|5|t|ng Nunavut

i
sl

/1 Pt

Joseand Ghadihela worltingwith Inuit children atSabbath School. Fifteen children attended the program—a normal turncut.

Rcccntly [ tead this inspired quotation from the writing of
Ellen White: “New territorics arc to be worked by men
inspired by the Holy Spirit. New churches must be established,
new congregations organized. At this time there should be
representatives of present truth in every cityand in the remote
parts of the earth. The whole earth is tobe illuminated with
the glory of God’s truth. The light is ro shine to all landsand
all peoples. Anid it is from those who have reecived the light
that it is to shine forth. The daystar has risen upon us, and we
are ro flash ics light upon the pathway of those in dackness”
(Testimonics for the Church, vol. 6, p. 24).

The Spirit of Prophecy is clear. We must establish new

congregations in every city and in the remotc partsof the earth.

1 recently had the privilege of visiting one of our church plants
in one of the remote places of the earth—Nunavut. The lqaluit
church meersin the home of Bill and Lisa Neish. [ was there
for worship on the Sabbath of Scprember 21,2013, There were
47 individuals in the Neish home that Sabbath! People were in
the living toom, the dining toom, the kitchen and the hallway.
(This church desperately needs to find a new worship venue!)
[t was my privilege to conducta dedication for five precious

children.
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The families of the
children that were
dedicated in the lqaluit
Adventist Church on
the Sabbath of Sepr. 21,
2013, are as follows:
Acrilelle Siwa Allain,
Jasmine Grace Enook,
Jonathan William Neish,
Tamara Vaalori Killikcee,
and Violet Eemclayou
Killikree.

In lqaluit, Bill picks
up children for Sabbath
school each week in his
Ford Expedition. The
program startsat L1 a.m.
The worship service is
at2 p.m. On Sept. 21,
we also had a special
communion scrvice ro
closc out the Sabbarth.

. Then we went to jail on
L Saturday night to study
- the Bible with inmares.

For the last five years
Bill and Lisa Neish have
opened theit home Sabbath after Sabbath. God is blessing richly
as they cstablish relationships with the people of Iqaluir. Bible
worker Jos¢ Quezada has done an amazing job of identifying Bible
study interests, teaching them God’s Word, and encouraging them
to grow in God’s grace. José’s fiancée, Ghadihela, is the assistant
managers at a local hotel. She isdevoted to working with rhe
children each Sabbath and often has teenage girls over athome
duringthe weck.

Recently José moved ro Igloolik, a community where we have
another house chutch. God is really opening doors in Igloolik
through the cfforts of lllisipce, one of our Inuit members, who
reads the Inuktitue Bible on che radio each Sunday cvening. She
reads and cxplains the Scriprures to her people in cheir native
language. Illisipe:: is also translating the book Szeps to Christ
into Inuktitut. Please pray for the work in Nunavut. There is an
abundant harvest there. Pray that the Lord of rhe harvest will
send more workersinto this field. Our goal is to planta vibrane
Seventh-day Adventist Church in cach of the 25 communities
in Nunavur. m

—Jeff Potts, executive secretary,
Manitoba- Saskatchewan conference
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Newfoundland and Labrador

Happy Birthday Richard Stagg

Richard Stagg

Scp:cmbcr 7,2013, started out like any
other sunny Sabbath morning. Richard
Stagg had his driver’s license renewed the
week before, and he was happy ro drive
himsclf and his wif¢, Dorothy, to the Bay
Roberts Seventh-day Adventist Church,
just as he had done many times before.

But this wasn't just anotherday. This
was M. Stagg’s birthday, his 100* birchday,
and the church was packed. There was
standing room only as friends, family and
community members came together to
celebrarte this momentous occasion.

M. Stagg’s son Ron gave us a glimpsc
into his father’s lif . Mr. Stagg was born

in Cape Freels, Nfld. In the early 1940s,
he married Incz Elizabeth Stokes, and
toguther theyhad four sons: Ronald,
Wesley, Cluncy and Eugene. The family
moved to Bay Roberts in January 1959 so
that the children could attend an Adventist
school. On April 18, 1959, Richard was
buptized and became a charter member of
the Bay Roberts Sceventh-day Adventist
Church. On Thanksgiving Day of 1980,
Richard’s dear wif ¢, Incz, passed away, and
at 67 ycars of age, he was Iefr to carryon
alonc. Thirteen years later, at 80 years of
age, he married Dorothy Drodge.

‘T'he highlight of the cclebration, for
me, was when M. Stagg, his wife, Dorothy:,
and his daughter-in-law, Rowena, stood
side by side on the platform and sang
together “In Times Like These.” I don't
know if there was a dry cyc in the church
as his strong, stcady, sincere, 100-y-car-old
voice sang out above the others, “I'm very
sure, 'm very sure, my anchor holds and
grips the solid rock.”

When asked about his secret to living
to be 100, Mr. Stagg's answer was “being
outdoors, spending time in the garden.”

Hiswife, Dorothy, continued. “I can’t
believe he's 100. He has so much cnergy:
I've never seen him cired.”

At campmecting, just six weeks before
his 100" birthday, Mr. Stagg ot¥ered the
opening prayer for the Sabbath worship
service. He prefaced icby saying, “I am
very happy to be: here today as a living
witness to the saving and keeping power
of Jesus Christ, my loving Saviour who
came down from heaven to ransom me,

a sinner.” And what a witness you arc,
Mr. Stagg, to your family, your fricnds,
and your community. One hundred years
of faithful service. No wonder you are so
greatly loved.

Whether you call him Richard, Pop,
Uncle Richard or Mr. Stagg, onc thing’s
for sure: once you meet this God-f earing,
hardworking, fun-loving man, you'll never
forget you met him. Oh, and by the way,
he’s not likcly to forget you cither. m

—Gail Dempsey,
communications director,
St. John's Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Ontario

1913 to 2013: 100 Years in Kingston

“Beyond Today ... Eternity in View”—the chosen theme for
the 100ch anniversary celcbration of the establishment of the

Seventh-day Adventist Church in Kingston, Ont—is a salicnt
and relevant challenge to the mission and vision of our church.

Onc hundred yearsago when our church was organized, our
faith-filled pioneers had a vision of God’s work going forward
to evangelize Kingston and surrounding area, with the good
ncews of Christ’s soon return. Since 1913, what started our as
just acompany of about 27 Sabbathkeepers has developed intoa
truly international and dynamic congregation of 153 worshippers
who continuc to uplift the name of Jesus.

Over the years Christian education has been one of our

church’s most valued resources, with schools being established
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in 1913, 1980 to 1983 and 1992 to 2000. A vegetarian soup
kicchen was established in 1995 and conrinues to the present.
Because of the presence of Queen’s University, St. Lawrence
College, Royal Military College, Canadian Forces Base and
many federal prisons in the area, we have had many varied
miniscries for these institutions.

The celebration for our church took place on the Sabbath
of Sept. 7, with guest speakers Mack Johnson, president of the
Scventh-day Advenrist Chirrch in Canada, for the divine worship
scevice and Gary Hodder, executive seerctary of the Ontario
Conference, for the afternoon service. Our guests for the
afternoon included Chaplain Rodgers from the lrontenac
Correctional Instirution; Fric Bogstad, manager of administration

for the YMCA: Ted Hsu, MP; John Gerretsen, MPP; Mark

Gerretsen, mayor of Kingston; former pastors Danicl Dupuis,
Herb Sormi. and Djojo Sckulic. The musical sclections were
provided by the Ottawa East Seventh-day Adventist Church
choir, our local children’s choir, as well as the male chorale.
The Durham Adventist Choir completed the celebration with
a concert titled “Give Me Jesus.”

In the words of our pastor, Daviceto Swaby, “Our only hope
for eternity rests with the God of yesterday, today and Forever.”
He continucd by quoting from Ellen White, who stated, "We
have nothing to fear for the future except we forget how God
has led usin the past” m

—ODorothy Knapp,
communications officer, Kingston church

Adventist Community Volunteers Honoured

Coliege Park Seventh-day Adventist Church Community Services volunteers.

luncheon in honour of the Community Services volunteers
was hcld on Nov. 11,2013, Remembrance Day. [t was alse
a time to say farewell to Pastor Edgar Nunes, who faithfully
supported the Community Center in Oshawa for many yeacs.
Nunes is moving on to pastor the Portuguese church in Toronto.
The newly appointed associate pastor at the College Park church,
Jayson Levy, will assume responsibilities at the cenere.
Theodore Sargeant, of the Ontario Conference, presented
service award pins to volunteers who have served from five to
15 years. Four individuals ranging from 90 years and up were
given special honours: Mable feftery, Cora Tripp, Violent Prouty;
and Ruth Mohn and Bill and June Bell, who are in charge of
the food department. were commended for their hard work
and dcdication.
We volunteers appreciate working wich the headships of Jackic
Guenin, Felicia Weststrate. Barbara Hall, Ron Hall and Gail
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Culmore. These dedicated folks put in long hours of service. In
the capacity of volunteering—a joytul expericnce—you cansee the
joy in the faces of those who work so faithfully to serve others.
Theinitiative of College Pack church ministries serves over
400 families cach month, If you like to be with people and see
them smile and you have the time, contace Barbara Hall. More
volunteers are needed. It is really rewarding and ic's a lot of fun.
The community centre opens Wednesday and Thursday of
cach week and provides food and clothing as well as encourage-
ment and inspiration to our clicntele. We sincercly thank the
community at large and our sponsors for providing the means
without which the centre would not be able to meet the needs
of those who come to us. To various volunteers we say thank
you,and to God be the glory. m
—June Polishuk,
College Park Church, Oshawa

Correction: in the November 2013 issue of Messenger, p. 35, Ruthann MacDonald was credited as the
author of the articte “Ladies’Night Out” The article was, in fact, written and submitted by Debra Mallais.



SDA Church in Canada

2014 Excellence in Education Award

he Seventh-day Adventist Church in

Canadais now accepting nominations

for the 2014 Excellence in Education
Awards.

The Process for Nominators

*» Must be astakcholder (superintendent,
principal, school board member,
teachur, pastor, school staff member,
parent, student or church member).

» Must nor be immediate family
members of the nominee.

» Must complete the Nomination Form,
Letter of Recommendation Form,
and a Lerter of Recommendation.

 Must fund ewo other stakeholders (one
fiom each of the two other categories),
unrelated to the nominee, to complete
the Letter of Recommendation Form
and write Letters of Recommendation.
Forexample, if the nominator is

member) and one from School
Community (parent,student or
church member).

Nominee

» Must have a valid Standard,
Professional or Administrator
denominarional teaching certificate.

 Must have a minimum of one full
year teaching experience in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Canada school system.

* Must be a teacher or administrator
who is employed at [east half time
for the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada school system.

* Must not have received an Excellence
Award within the last five years. (A
list of teachers who have reccived
awards are posted on CAT~net -
http://catnet.adventist.ca.)

Excellence

in Education
Awards
2014

Nominate
= P J} your Adventist school
principal or teacher

Seventh-day Adv

Bttt P b e

thanks for having them as excellent
teachers in our school system.

Please take the time to nominate
your Adventist school teacher or

someone from the School Leadership

It is our hope that the SDACC

Excellence in Education Award will

principal today. Nomination forms can
be found on CAT ~net. http://camet.
adventist.ca under Resources >> SDACC
>> Excellence in Education Award, or
you may call the SDACC Office of
Lducation at 905/433-0011 x2072. m

category (superintendent, principal,

or school board member), the remain- inspire our teachers and school adminis-
ing two letters of recommendation trators to always strive for excellence in
must be from each of the remaining teaching and scrvice, and chat those who
categorics, one from Colleagues

(teacher, pastor or school staff

are presented with this prestigious award
will truly appreciatc it as a token of our

VOAR Looks to Increase Repeater Sites in 2014

he management and staff of VOAR would like to wish all of

you a happy New Year. We are here to bring you the bestin
Chri'stian Family Radio in 2014. Onc of our priorities this year
is toadd to the 36 FM transmitters that arc already broadcasting
God'’s Word across the nation. This may be possible in your
community. We have identified 71 sites in Canada that could
qualify for a low-power VOAR FM transmitter. We are also
lookinginto more areas that may meet the requirements. If your
church is interested in finding out if you can rebroadcast VOAR

repeater site is a financial commitment, butitisa positive
outreach foryour town, so prayerfully consider if this ministry
is for your church.

W' thank you for your continuced support of this Seventh-
day Adventist—ownced Canada-wide radio broadcast service.

God bless. m

R. Brian Matthews,
VOAR chief engineer
bmatthews@voar.org
Christian Family Radio to your community. we will work witch
you and your conference of fice to find out. Tosct upa VOAR

> > SDACCREVOLVING FUND REPORT: o

For more information or to make a deposit, contact Girly Quiambao—cquiambao.girly@adventist.ca; 905/433-007 1.
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B Announcements

PROCESS:

 All announcements (non-
profit events, new member
notices, birth announcements,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries and tributes) should
be emaited to Alexandra
Yeboah (Yeboah.alexandra®
adventist.ca) or faxed to her
attention at 905/433-0982.

» Every individual named in
the announcement must be
aware of the submission and
havegranted the submitter
approval for printing.

» Obituaries must be submitted
on the appropriate form,
completed and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased.The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

* The Messenger assumes no
liability for typographical
errorsor responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

* For more information about
Messenger announcernent
policies, go to www.adventist.
ca/messenger, click 'writers
guidelines’ then click
‘announcerments’

H Announcements

Are we looking for you? W' arc

if you arc a former member or pasror
of the North Sydney Seventh-day
Adventist Church! We are planning
the 100* anniversary of rhe Scventh-
day Advenrist Churchin Cape Breton,
and we wanr you to join us. Plan now
to be wich us on Augusr 8, 9and 10
0f2014. To ger more infornarion
andro register, go to 100y carsotch
adventist.org. There you will ind a
place to share some of your stories
and picrures thar holda warm spot
in your haart. Hope to scc you rhere!

The Prince George church is
looking for the following missing
members: Ayanda Chakawa, Agnes
Marei Koll, Jessica Lee, Fdirh Mae
Leyic, Shawn Maker, Bobby McClair,
Cheris McClair, Sheila Naerh, Vasile
Nechita, Veronica Nechita, Bryanc
Pinchbeck, Luang Thokuboum.
Nyamaool Thokubuem, Pal
Thokuboum, [onachan Topolovic. If
you have information on how any of’
themcan be reached, pleasc conract
Anna Phang, church clerk, 250/563-
4548, aphang@hotmail.com.

Crawford Adventist Academy
celebrates its 61 Alumni
Homecoming Weekend on May

23-25, 20 14. We nelcome all our
alumni and familics, f ormer adminis-
wratory, board members, chaplains,
faculey & sraff, parents, friends and
supporters. Honouring our TJA
Classes 0f1979.1974. 1969, 1963
and all classcs prior; CAA Classes of
2004, 1999, 1994, 1989 and 1984.
W arc looking for 2 representatives
for each honoured yearas well as
volunteers to help in various areas
for this evenr. Please contact the
Office oof Advancement, TADSB -
Derrick Hall, VP of Advancement,
416/633-0090 / toll I'rec $66/960-
2125 ext. 234 or dhall@radsb.com;
Judy Cardona Gumez, Advancement
Assistant ext. 248 or jgamez@@radsb
«om. Visit our official website, waww.
tadsb.com; follow us on Twirter
@1IJACAAAlumni; [ikeus on
Faccbook "T'he Qfficial TJA/CAA
Alumni Group.” (5/14)

H New Members

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Yolanda Fowler was baptzcd on
Sepr.21,2013,by Ron Dame. Sheis
now a member of the All Narions
Centrcin Terrace, B.C.

B Anniversaries

Thomas Glynn and Eileen Davies
of Novar, Onr., celebraced cheir 63*
weddinganniversary on July 22,

2013. They weremarried in Peter-
borough, Onr., where they were both
raised. Glynn scrvedas a pascor in
Ontario, Quebec, Newfoundland
and Alberm. In 1988 theyrerired and
moved back to Ontario where they
buile rheir reticement home on Bay
Lake east of Novar. They continue
rocnjoy good health and love living,
amaong the rrees and wildlifeat the
lake. They enjoy travelling and
visiting family. The Davics have

four children. nine grandchildren
and two greae-grandchildren,

Russell and Carol Tataryn of
Lacombe, Alta., celebrared cheir
50* wedding anniversary on July 28,
2013. They celebrared wirh all of

their children and grandchildren
during the week of July 14-21, on
Lake Whatcom near Bellingham,
Wash. The Tararyns have three
children and six grandchildren.

EBirthdays

John William Reynolds of Kclowna,
B.C.. celebrated his 95 birthday on

i

QOct. 7, 1918, Hisdaughterand four
grandchildren cclebrated with him.

B Obituaries

Nettie (née Wiebe) Fehr wus born
on July 29, 1927, in Osler, Sask., and
died Oce. 5.2013, in Swife Curecnt,
Sask. Nettic enjoyed reading her
Biblc, and she loved and prayed daily
for her children and grandchildren.
She was a long-rime member of the
Swift Currentchurch. She sang while
she workedand enjoyed quilting,
gawdening and baking. The wheelchair
lifr in rhe Swift Current church was
iniciaced for Netcie. She is predeceased
by lier husband, John, and sons Elmer
(Elaine) of Wymark, Sask.,and
Lestor (Parry) of Swift Current,
Sask. Surviving: sons Norman (Bev),
Gale{Vera) and Lyndon of Wymark,
Seymour (Helen) of Swif t Current,
Sask.: daughters, Nancy Thibaulc of
Ponriex, Sask., Gloria Olf ert of Swif ¢
Current and Shirley {Tom) De Wit
of Carberry, Man.: 25 grandchildren
and 35 grear-grandchildren.

Dennis Weldon Heintz was born
on Aug.26,1943.in Regina, Sask.,
and died Aug. 27,2913, in Lacombe,
Alta. Dennis’s first career was as an
clectronics techniciin: however, he
soon realized thac his true calling
way the church. He studied theology
in Michigan, and for over 30 yars,
Dennis pasrored in Onrario and
Britssh Columbia. | le was deeply
devored to his family, his faich and
his church. He is survived by his wifi:,
Marlene; son, Nathan of Red Deer,
Alta; daughters, Kaily and Aimee of
Red Deer: and sister, Donna Lorerh
of Weyburae, Sask: one grandchild.

Nettie {(née Martens) Klokeid was
born on Feb. 10, 1933, in Rosthern,
Sask.. and died Qct. 11,2013, in
Kelowna, B.C. Netcie worked asan
RN for 20 years. She spent many

announcements

yvearsreaching children in Sabbarh
school, volunteering ar Deer Lake
School (B.C.), helping, with Pach-
finders, and as camp nurse at Hope,
B.C., junior camp. She is predeceased
by her brechers, Peter, Abram, John
and k.ac. and sisters, Annic, Mary,
Helen, Katheryne, Agatha and Jessic,
Surviving: husband, Grant; sons,
Brian and Losne; onc grandchild.

Lity Ethel (née Campbell)
McXeithwasborn on Ocr. 22,
1917, in Okoroks, Alra., and died
Sepr. 22,201 3,in Oliver, B.C. Lily
always had a smile and a word for the
Lord wirh encouragement toa needy
soul. Echel served as deaconess, and
superintendent of the adule Sabbath
school. She also cughr the chitdren’s
¢lass and was involved in Vacation
Bible School throughout her lif.
Lily is predeceased by her husband,
Harvey; and sons John and Donald.
Surviving;: sen Danicl (Alice); stepsons,
Dale (Sharon) and Hugh (Laur'e);
danghrers, Joan Young and Joy
Sawatzky.

Lydia (née Ferguson) Paul was
borm on April 3, 1923, in Youngston,
Alca,, and dicd Sepr. 19,2013, in
Kelawna, B.C. Fergie served on rhe
Northern Light. She was a dencal
assistant, helping in the First Nations
villages along the coasr. Fergie scrved
her chiarch asan eldet, Sabbatl school
superintendentand reacher. She was
a church visitor ro the hospital for
many years. Fergie was a poet and
wrote many poems. She was gencrous
and loving ro all. She is predeceased
by her husband, Mel Paul, her brother
Fric, and hersisters, Edna, Gloss,
Hazel, May and Margaret. Surviving:
sons. Del (Lynn), Dean (Nancy),
Ted (Nancy) and Harley (Jackee):
brothers Calvin (Ellen) stnd Tom
(Betry); six grandchildren,

Alma Grace {née Mitchell)
Sparling was born on Jan. 24,
1928.in Kincaid. Sask.. and died
Sepr. 12,2013, in Lamont, Alta.
Alma was most recently know for
knitting over 1,000 swearcrs,

which were distributed o children
throughour developing counrries
over the laseseveral years. Her
working career began ac che Swift
Currene Home in 1967 and concinued
at the Sherwood Park Nursing Home
from 1970-1978. She was acrive in
the following churches: Reginu, Swift
Current, Edmonton, Shenivood Park,
Oliver and Penticton, in addicen

to several in Arizena. Alma is prede-
ceased by her husband. John Sparling.
Surviving: son, Braden Caldwell:
daughrer, Maureen (Lorne)
McCallisters rwo grandchildren.

David Thomas wasborn on Feb. 5,

1941, in Kingston, Jamaica, and died
Qer. 2, 2013, in Srertler, Alea. David
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served his church faithfufly asa
dediearcd rreasurer and elder for
many vears. He also had a real love
for mission trips, particularly to Peru.
David is survived by his wife, Hazel:
daughrers, Tamara (Shane) Mcpherson,
Rachel (Kevin} Trenchuk, Rath,Suc
(Dave), Rosanna (Randy) Thomas-
Trenchuk: and brother, Michacl of

Jamarca: seven grandchildeen.

H Tribute

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
WONDERFUL PARENTS
AND GRANDPARENTS

Kenneth Hanna (fasmeary 1991)
Phyllis Hanna (famteny 201 3:n
ber (O year)

We can't have the old days back,
When we werc all cogether,
Bucsecret cears and loving choughts,
Will be wich us forever.

Much loved and missed by,

Ruth, Sandra,Jetf, Rod, Natasha,
Laccisha and Marlo

GEORGE’S

TREE
well
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M Advertising
Policies

PROCESS:

* All advertising should
be submitted with local
conference approval.

* Payment mustaccompany
your ad, or it will not be
published.

*The Messenger assumes
no responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, nor liability
forthe advertisements.
Acceptance of adsdoesnot
constitute endorsement of
the products or services by
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada.

RATES:

Classified advertising—
$30 for 50 words or less; $5 for
each additional 10 words.

Faor disptay ads rates, sizes,
deadlines, and more, visit:
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

B Advertisements

Country property—two parcels
{ 160 acres each). Beauritul, pristine,
forested wnd cultivated fand, Abundanc
wildlife. Perfect for wellness centre,
recreatvon, farm or justgood, clean
countey living. Located approximarely
4 miles from the majestic Riding
Mountain National Park. Three small
churches within driving distance.
Conc discover and evangelize
Manitoba (Cannada's best-kept secret)
$180.000 per 320-acre parcel. Please
call 204/638-9023.(G/ 14)

Calling all medical missionaries:
1fyou would be happy to work
sacrificially (ac firsr) o promorca
Lifesesle Fducasion/ Hydrotherapy
Spa downtown “oronto, please call
Sherry ar Bercer Way Canada: 416/
754-6666. Prior expericnce, Bible
knowledge. close walk with God,
preferably organic vegan, modesry
and gaod people skills essendial,

Investors welcome. (2/14)

Central Valley Christian Academy
located in Cencral California with
easy access to the Sierra Nevada
Meunrains to the eastand San
TFrancisco and the Monterey coast to
the wast is sceking an outstanding,
well-organized music teacher ro
oversee instrwmental and vocal chsses
for grades 3-12. Ourideal candidite
wiil have a track record of success

in engaging students in music. A
bachelor's degice in music is required
along with SDA denominational
certification. Fmail resumes to Wayne
Dunbar at pencipal@cveaonline.nee.

(1/14)

Planning an evangelistic series
orhealthseminar? I lave questions?
Need affordable, professionally
prepated handbills, brochures,

signs, banners and mailing services?
Call free 800/274-0016 and ask for
HOPE customer service, or visit
wwwhopesource.com. Weinvite
vouro experience rhe Hopesource

difference. (6/14)

Now hiring: children’s English
teachers to be based in Chengdu,
China. Comperitve salary package
hased on competence and experience.
Native Englishspeaker, hold a bache-
lor's degree, preferably wich some
teaching expericnce. Educarion centre
ritn by Adventist professionals. Visit
heep://sgg.com.sg/carcer/jobs.hem or
cmail gateway@sgg.com.sgf ormore

details. (1/14)

Looking for authors who have
written a book on self-help for young
adults (depression, suicide, cating
disorders, dating, ere.). Also accepting
children's books, mission storics,
biographics, and inspiracional/
docerinal topics. Call TEACH
Services at 800/367-1844. (7/14)

Excellent Nordheimer piano, plus
six books by Lurline M. Fele, So Yon
Want to Play the Piano? 250 doliacs
or best ofter. 519/695-5050. gladsoul
jer@yahoo.com. (1/14)

Blig Island, Hawaii—Hilltop
Haven. Scudio vacation reneal in
peaceful, scenic Waimea (paradise).
Private entrance, kitchen, washer/
drycr, DISH & Glorysrar. Very
affordable, see vacationrentals.com
#67406 for morc demils. Contact us
for special rates through the website
or by calling us direct, Patsy and Dale
808/885-6467. Say you saw thisin
rhe Messenger. (2/14)

www.adventist.ca/messenger




=
Q,
(N
c
Ig
i
o
=
.am
)
£
c
Ig
crd
(1]
Q
-
©
LLi o

REACH Canada
(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

*VOLUNTEER ADMINISTRATION, NO SALARIES INVOLVED
*REACH Canada Incoporaled as a registered charity 'm1934
*Tax exempt # 895034189RR0001

-Member of Adventist-Laymen's Services and Industries

*An ‘mdependentministry supporting the SDA Church's mission
*Operates schools, oiphanages. hostels, and feeding centers
*Actively working in 26 countries

*Seven branch offices

*0.04% from each sponsorship is used for adminis¥ation
*REACH International Inc. organized in 1873

SPONSORA CHILD TODAY

O YES! 1 will sponsor a child for $25/mo.
O Boy CJGirl O No preference

._\"(D

O\ do not wish to sponsor a child but | would
like to make a donation of $
CJJoy Fund CdGreatest Need CIOther

Name
Street
City Prov. PC
Tel

REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E
Whitby, ON, L1N SG3, Canada (905) 720-1624

www.reachcanada.org ¢ info@reachcanada.org

“Nichols™\ -

. , RED DEER, AB T4R 124
www.realestaleinreddeer.com

Jon: 403.302.0800
Denise: 403.302.9498

n
FACE ofphans tve at home with surviving
family members! Your $65 a year gift pays
% school fees, unflorm, penails, pens, paper
and blanket for a chikd ofpha ned by war,

poverty & disease. FACE sends 100% of

yourcheck 0 Uganda then sends to you
a lax recaipt with your child's information,

@ Send to: FACE c¢/o Mane Roffey
1338 French Line Road,
Lenark, Omanio KOG 1K0 Canada

Phone: £13-269-6545 (5 p.m.— 9 pm)
Emai : facekidscharity@yahoo.com

Prodind (GERBN ©IABN e ANe ©ansNce. R, )
Suey @ SWENY 5L ©34BN obom e g

]_ Adventist Channels .o
& = and News Channels on Adventist Satellite Dish

High Definition and DVR *

Connect toany TV « Record your favorite shows*
*optional US8 memory required for resording

All New Satellite DVR Receiver

Complete satellite system only $249"

Plus shipping and tax
No Monthly Fees _
No Subscriptions \ ¢

Legal in Canada \g2%2 Bulk orders '
FREE Install Kit b get discount!

866-552-6882 w1

www.adventistsat.com
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from the editor

from the editor

Next month it will be two years since 1 was asked to consider—and since
have accepted—being the editor of the Canedian Adventist Messenger.
Here are some things L have learned:

¢ Less than half of the Adventistsin Canadawere getting the AMessenger.

+ Usingan Amcrican spelling for a word, or other tiny errors, will get
more responscs from readers than the article ieself.

« People would rather read about a success than listen to the words of
the incxperienced theorist circulate their wisdom about sharing Christ.

= Qucbee City is onc of the friendlicst places in Canada.

* The board of dircctors of the Scvenrh-day Adventist Church in
Canada arc incredibly talented and gifted.

« Faccbook pages get way more traffic than traditional websites.

« People really like the “Where are They Now?” feature.

* Our youth are very active in sharing and caring.

= The union office is the most stress-free building [ have ever worked in.
« The national leadership of our church has to make tough decisions.

« Connecting with and travelling with edirors of ocher religious
magazines has been a most rcwarding expericnce.

= My mother, in Airdric, Alta,, likes it when I write most anything.

= Adventists who are currently not connected to a local church are
thankful to get the Messenger in their homes, and for many it is
theironly contact with the church as an institution.

* People like ro have visionary leaders, at all levels.

= Over the past two years, [ have been blessed by having ineredible
co-workers and fricnds.

- PS: twould chalfenge everyone to start reading at
least one new Adventist book this month, and finish it.
Thendrop me an emaii telling about your experience
with it. if you are far from an ABC, you can get our
books online at adventistbook center.com, or they
can be called at 800/765-6955.

42 January 2014



by Alexandra Yeboah A BACKWARD GLANCE

IT’'S ANEWYEAR, AND WITH IT COME NEW BEGINNINGS. Throughout the years. the Canadian Adventist
Messenger (formerly known as the Canadian Union Messenger) has seen quite a few changes, gradually developing
into what you hold in your hands today. However, without the hard work and dedication of those who have gone
before us, the Messenger would not exist today. This month we decided to go back abourt 25 years to take a look at
some of the people who were featured in the January 1988 issue. They, among many others, are the ones who have
made our progress possible. We couldn’t have done it without chem.

‘’Beginning Again’’
by Roy Adams

Whoever invented the year did a marvelous
thing for us. Don’t know about you, but 365 days
are all that ] can stand in a year. Sometimes, one
day more—but only one.

Newly appointed editor, Roy Adams.
January, 1988, (onadian UnionMessenger.

I € 5 ” ol

Jane Polishok, a life-long resident of

<< Aportion from “A Letter g’ouege e e gy id
From the Editor” addressed Press for the past 25 years as prool-
reader. Her husband, Don, works in

S fitioinger ek @ , and they have two mamed
January, 1988, Canadian daughters, Janice and Lynne. With
Union Messenger. her many yeass of | nence at the

ollenan started out with the
was involved in develop-

pcrtiobo,
mg all the lism and youth
mp POt rtheconference.
When Marade Press bought Ad
Graphics in 1983, Al stayed wah it
He and his wife Sylvia have two boys:
Trevor 22, and Shawn 16. Al works &s
Ast Director for the MESSENGER.

June Uleti-Culmere is a graduate of
Kingsway College. She started out
with the Ontario Conference as sec-
retary in the treasury depeniment. in
1985, she moved o the SDA Church
in Canada headquarters, working as
o!m?p;{tqu the Foundations (Voice

. It Is Written and Faith
gv’f.nd!y . Jane is masried to Don
Cu _ She serves as secretary for
the SER,
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« THE o
BLESSED

HOPE

A

Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing

of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. Titus 2:13

YEBRUARY g 2014

It is our calling to share God’s love
across Canada,and youcanbea part
of this movement. On February 8,
bring a special offering to support
the ministry of It Is Written Canada.

watch It Is Written Saturdays, 11 AM on CTV

ItIsWrittenCanadaca facebookeom/ItlsWrittenCanada youtube.com/ITWCanada twittercom/fiiwea




