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need some type of
specialized instruc-

tion to succeed
academicallv.

Between 5 and 20
percent of students
in the United States

cal lv. In 198 l ,  the North Anrcrican Divi-
sion Task Forcc shor.ved that rvi thin
thc Scventh-dav Adventist school svs-
t t ' n r .  a h o u l  l 0  n r ' r c c n l  o f  t h r '  t o l a l
s c h o o l  p o p u l i . r t i o n  i s  c l a s s i f i c d  a s
c . r c c p l i o n a l .  a n d  c o u l d  t h c r e f o r c
benefi t  from spccial ized instruct ion.

In rcsponsc to this nced, thc Basic
Education Support Tcam (BEST) pro-
gram was begun at La Sicrra SDA
Elemcntan' School in Riversidc, Cali-
fo rn ia ,  in  the  fa l l  o f  1985,  a f tc r  the
school board, facultr ' ,  and administra-
t i o n  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n
needed more  than the  regu la r  c lass-
room ccluld providc.

To scrl 'e '  as manv students as possi-
b lc .  the  schoo ls  d . i s isned a  tuo- t rack
plan. One part of thJ program serves
s tudents  rvho qua l i f r . '  fo r  learn ing
handicapped services (according to
state el igibi l i tv requirements). These
students go to the BEST classroom for
r e a d i n g / w r i t t e n  l a n g u a g e  a n d / o r
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c c o r d i n g  t o  c u r f c n t  r c -
scalch, bctrvcen -5 and 20
perccn t  o f  s tuc lcn ts  in  thc
Un i tec l  S ta tcs  nccd somc
tvpc of spccial izcd instruc-
t ion  to  succccd acadcmr-

lnathcn'rat ics instruct ion for an hclur
cerch dav. Thc second part of thc pro-
grelm scrvcs a much broadcr scgmcnt
o f  thc  schoo l  popu la t ion .  A l l  s tudcnts
on thc primarv levcl (grades prcl irst
through two) rcccivc supplcmcntal
he lp  in  read ing  th rough the  Read ing
Problem Prcvention Program. For 30
m i n u t e s  c a c h  d u y  t h c  r c s c l u r c c
tcacher, two part-t imc aides, and class-
room tcachers r.r 'ork individual lv rvi th
thc  pup i l s .

Reasons for BEST's Success
Several commitmcnts have made

the BEST program succcssful. First, all
orimarv teachers to<-rk 60 clock hours
<-rf instruction in the Auditorv Discrim-
ination in Depth (ADD) program. This
p rog ram dcve loped  bv  t he  L inda -
mood-Bell Learnins Centcr in San
Luis Obispo, California, helps children
learn to thinka6out how tr.r read, spell,
and soeak. The united efforts of the
teachers have provided continuitv and
s t reng th  t o  t he  Read ing  P rob lem
Prcvention Program. This instruction
adds to the alreadl' strong SDA Life
Reading Series.

Another reason for the success of
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I Education aReality
Organizational Chart for
Basic Education Support Tbam (BEST)

thc BEST program is the contributions
of thc dir-cctor of spccial scn.ices for
l h c  S o u t h c a s t c l n  C a l i f o r n i a  C o n f c r -
ence. A school pslchologist, the dircc-
to r  p ror , ides  psr ,chocducat iona l  tes t -
i n g  a n d  h e l p  u ' i t h  t h c  I n d i v i d u a l
Education Plans ( lEP's) for each stu-
dent in the BEST classroom.

T i m c  a n d  m o n c v  f r o m  b o t h  t h e
school board and thc administrat ion
have also helped make BFST success-
ful. The school board r,'oted partial
f u n d i n g  f t - r r  t h t '  p r o € r r a m .  S t u d e n t s
enrol led in the BEST classroom oav a
$50 lcc  cach month ,  uh ich  corc rs  par t
t-rf  the crpcnses. No studcnt r iho necds
the program is ever denied admission
because his familv cannot pav for the
s c n i c e s .  T o  a s s i s t  n e c d r l  s t u d e n r s .

par t i c ipa tcs  in  Ind iv idua l  Educat ion
Plan meetings, counsels with thc par-
ents, and repofts program cvaluations
of thc school board.

ls lt Worth the Effort?
S p t ' r ' i a l  c d u r ' a t i o n  r e q u i r t ' s  t i m t ' ,

moncv, and work, but its advantagcs
and rcr,r,ards are numerous. In fact,
sonrLr arc i nrnrcasurzrblc:

o  D u r i n g  t h c  1 9 8 7 - 1 9 8 8  s c h o o l
vcar, f ive ncrv studcnts wel 'c ablc tcr
attcnd an SDA school rvho othcnvisc
u'ould havc bccn rcfcrrcd to public
schc,olt .  Eut h r c.al h:rs trr, ,rrght La
Sit ' r |a Elt 'mL'nl l t |v t)c\{ sturl t 'nts bt.-
causc of thc BEST program.

o Tcn thircl gradcrs wcrc plarccd in
the BEST classroom for special izcd
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h c  1 9 8 7 - 1 9 8 8  s c h o o l
Icar' .  Eight of thc l0 had not ancndecl
thc school thc prcvious vcar, so thcv
had not rcccivccl anv Rcadins Prob-
lc t t t s  P l r ' ven l ion  Prog i  l r r r r  he lp .  Th is  i t
ortc of thc p<tsitivc rcsults of strcngth-
ening thc beginning reading pr()gram.

o A cornpzrrison w:rs donc bctwccn
thc rcsults of thc WRAT-R' tcst sivcn
to  p r in ta l r  th i ld r i 'n  a t  lh r .  t  k rs r '  t - r l  lh r ,
1985-1986 schcn l  vcar  anc l  thc  1986-
1987 school I 'car. This confirmcd an
a\/crage gain ol 8 to l0 points pcr chi ld.
This gain appears to bc rclated to thc
Rcad ing  Prob le  n ' r  Pre  vcn t ion  Pro-
gfil ln.

a Curriculun'r s1-rccialists, lcachcrs,
arrd supcrintenclcnts harve visi tcd La
S i c r r a  E l c m c n t a r r ,  o n  s c v c r a l  o c c a -
sions to sce thc Auditon' Discrimina-
t i o n  i n  D e  p t h  p l o g r a m .  S p t ' t  i a l i z t ' d
manipulartivc matcrials dcsigned and
pilotcd at thc schcx-rl are bcing consicl-
ercd lor publication bv a u,ell-knclu'n
education matcrials companv. Public
s( 'ctor pcrsonncl har' . .  . .rm.'  i . ,  the Ltr
Sierra Elementan, camDus for train-
ing  in  th t '  Aud i ton  D iscr im ina t ion  in
Dcpth prclgram.

o Classroom teachcrs are norv ablc
to spend time with each of their stu-
dents instead of most of thcir t ime
rri th onlr a ferv studcnts.

o Immcasurablc rewards arc real-
i z e d  r v h e n  c h i l d r c n  a r e  a b l c  t o
read a grade level for the first time,
and feel eood about themselvcs.

'W  R  AT -  R .  W i de  -  Ran  ge  A  c  h  i e  ye  n ten  r
Test-Revbed; an achievernent test that cov-
e r s  r e a d i n g ,  s p e l l i n g ,  a n d  a r i t h n t e t i c ,
adrninistered to ages live through aduh.
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Primary Level
Children: Reading

Problem
Prevention
Program

Resource
Teacher and two
part-time aides

Specinl education
requir6 time, monq,

and work, but its
advantaga and
rewards are. . .

c  l l

,mmeilSuraDrc.

some fees are u'aived or parliallv sub-
sidizcd bv the school.

Thc  schoo l  admin is t ra t ion  coord i -
nates thc program, provides for in-
ser r , i c ing  o f  teachers ,  p repares  and



What About the Small School?
Obviously, it r.t 'ould be unrealistic to

think that small schools could operatc
a program as complex as rhc BEST
program. But thev can take positive
steps to help students rvith learning
pr<-rblems. If the school board chooses
to  accep t  a  l ea rn ing -hand i capped
child, parents should be made aware,
in writ ing, of what the sch<.rol can offer
that child. The board mav want tc)
of fcr  a condi t ional  acceptancc,  wi th
ongoing rev icrv of  rhc chi ld 's  scholas-
tic progrcss.

Some approaches that multigrade
tcachers can use to help the learning-
d isablcd chi ld  achieve success inc lude
thc follorving:

l. Use peer lutors, cross-age lutor-
ing, and volunteer adult lutors (espe-
c ia l ly  r t ' t i rcd t r 'uchcr .s  I rom vour
church).

2.  Enrol l  in  sur t tnrer  or  eyt ,n int
c l a . s s e s  o n  m a i n s l r e a r n i n t !  t h e
leu r n i n g- d i.su hl td t' h i ld.

3. Become t'amiliar y:ith tests that
identify learning problenr, -such as
Thc Classroom Readine lnvcntorv l;v
Sih,aroli or Burk's Bchavior Ratinrr
Scalc.

4. Find oul *,hal services are pr()-
vided through tha local public school
district. With propcr rcferrals most
wi l l  adminis tcr  l ( 's ts .  ln  somt '  instant ' t 's
public school authorit ics wil l also pro-
v idc the nt ' l 'dr 'd  ass is lant  c  [or  thr .
ch i ld ,  e i ther  bv sending a therapist  or
t c a c h i n g  s p c c i a l i s t  t o  t h e  c h u r c h
school, or bv having thc chilcl comc tc)
the public school campus.

5. Use varied teaching techniques.
Inco rpo ra t i ng  aud i t o r v ,  v i sua l ,  and
kincsthctic apprclaches into class prcs-
cntat ions wi l l  he lp  mcet  chi ldre n 's
indiv idual  necds.

6.  Inyes I igate at ta i lab le sot ' tv ,are.
Whilc contputcr-assisted instruction
docs not  replacc indiv idual  at tent ion,
thc con'rputcr docs offer succcss expe-
ricnces f<-rr manv students. (See bibli-
ographv for suggestions.)

7. Borrow books t 'rom a bcal public
or college librar,v, or pttrchase reading
nlaterial on lhe topic ol special educct-
l ior't. (Sec RESOURCES at thc cnd of
the article for suggestions.)

8. Hire an it inerant teacher to come
to the schctctl one or two days a week to
a.s.sist children with leurnirtg hundi-
c4ps. Four or f ive small schools could
share the expenses to make this finan-
ciallv feasible.

Seventh-dav Adventist schools can
provide special educational services
for their students. But programs like
BEST in large schools, or extra sup-
port for learning-disabled students in
small schools do not occur bv acci-
dent .  Evervone involved must  cooper-

Seventh-day Advent-
ist scho ols can pro-
vide special educa-
tional services for

their students.

ate  to  hc lp  thesc  spcc ia l  s tuc lcn ts
achieve thcir pcltcntial.  D

For fur ther in lor tnut ior t  rnt  t l ta BEST
pro+ratll, conlaCl Donnu Clitte, resource
teut 'her at  Lu Sierra Elctnert tury Scl t tx i l ,
1 I 375 Pierce Sr., Riverside, CA 92505, telc,
phone (7 l l )  351-1472; r t r  Dr.  Junet Mul lery ' ,
Assistar t t  Super intendent lor  Eletr tenlar t ,
Curr iculutn unt l  Instrucl ion,  Southeaslern
California Conference of SDA, P.O. B<tx
8050, Rivers ide,  CA 92515, te leplrcne (711)
3 s9-5800.

RESOURCES

ADD (Audi torV Discr inr inat ion in Dcpth) ,  , l l6
Higucra St . ,  San Luis Obispo,  CA 93401; (805)
54  I  - 3836 .

"At  Risk Students Mal  Benef i t  From Focusing on
Stvf  cs,"  Edu. 'dr io i t  

-u- .5.A.  
(Januarr '2,  1989),  p.

124.
Burks,  Harold F.  Behayior  Rat ing Scale (1977).

Western Psvchological  Se rv ice,  1203 I  Wi l -
shirc Blvd. ,  Los Angeles,  CA 90025.

Carnvright, G. Phillip; Carol A. Cartrvright; and
Mariorie E. Ward, Educating Speciul learners.
3rd ed.  Belmont,  Cal i f . :  Wadsrvorth Publ ishing
Co.,  1977.

Clav ,  Mar ie  M.  T l tc  Eur l t  DL: t r , t ' t i o r t  o l  Rcud ing
Di l f  i c t t l t i t : . s .  3 rd  cc l .  Auck land,  Ncu '  Zcu lnnd:
Hc incrnann Ec luca t ion ,  1985.

"Dca l ing  
Wi th  D ivcrs i t r ' :  A t  R isk  S tudcnts , "  Er l r

t ul io n It adt: r.s hip. 46:.5 ( I 'cbruarv I 989).
Ekrva l l ,  f i l done E. ,  anc l  Jan tes  L .  Shankcr ' ,  I )ugno

sis und Rtrtrcdiutiort ol t lrc [)i.subled Rcadtr.
-3 td  cd .  Bos ton :  A l l vn  anc l  Bacon,  lnc . ,  1988.

( l las ,  Ra l  monc l  M. ;  Jcannc  Chr is t ianscn,  and
Jantes  L .  Chr is t ianscn. ' lauc l ing  L t< ' tp t i t t rn l
Sludattl.s itt t lrc Regulur C/rrssr<toll. Boston:
l - i t t l c ,  Brorvn ,  and Co. ,  1982.

P inne l l ,  Gav  Su;  D ianc  E.  DcFord ;  i rnd  Caro l  A .
Lvons .  

"Reac l ing  
Rccovcrv :  Ear lv  In tcn ,cn t ion

f o r  A l - r i s k  F i r s t  ( l r a c l c r s . "  [ i d r r c a t i o n a l
Rescarch  Scrv icc ,  1988.  (O ldcr  { rom ERS,
2000 C larcndon B lvd . ,  Ar l ing ton ,  VA 22201.
$3  6 . )

S i fvaro l i ,  N icho las  J .  T l rc  Ck tssroor r t  Reud i r tg
Inv(ntor\ '. l)ubuque, Iorva: Will ianr C. Brorvn,
P u b . ,  I 9 8 6 .

"Wavs 
to  Tcach Stude n ts  Wi th  Lcarn ing  D isab i l i -

l ies." lournul ol tht Nutionul FduL'ution Asso-
t ' ia t io r t .66 :1  (1977) ,  p .  ,18 .

C O M P U T E R  P R O G R A M S

Let te r  and Word  Recogn i t ion :  C lozc-P lus  and
Comprehcns ion  Porver  (Mi l l i ken) .  Sv l lasearch
(DLM) .

Bas ic  Math  Sk i l l s :  Math  Wi th  S tudent  Manage-
mcnt  Program (Rad io  Shack) .  Acadcmic  Sk i l l
Bu i ldc rs  in  Math  (DLM) .  Bas ic  Sk i l l s  in  Math
( L o v c  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . )  M a t h  S e q u e n c c s
(Mi l l i kcn) .

At the time this article was written, Dr.
lanet Gillespie Mallery was Principal ol La
Sierra Eletnentary School bt Riyerside,
Calit'ornia. She currently is Assistant Super-
intendent for  Elementarr-  Curr iculum and
Instructiorr at the Southeastern Calit'ctrnia
Con f  e rence  o f  SDA,  a l so  l oca ted  i n
Riyerside.
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