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All Christians believe in the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Many Christians today believe that
He is coming back very soon. Yet

only Seventh-day Adventists understand
and proclaim that Christ began a special
work in the Most Holy Place in the heav-
enly sanctuary in 1844. This most pre-
cious truth about Jesus is what has made
us “Adventists.” This most precious truth
is what led our pioneers to keep all of
God’s Ten Commandments—thus mak-
ing us “Seventh-day Adventists.” This
most precious truth has inspired great
missionary efforts, making this the “Sev-
enth-day Adventist Move-
ment.” This most precious
truth has provided us with the
basis of our message—
namely, the three angels’ mes-
sages. See Revelation 14:6–12.
This most precious truth has
been the catalyst behind our
Adventist lifestyle, making us
among the healthiest people
on the globe. This most pre-
cious truth reminds us every
day that earth’s probation is
almost over.

This most precious truth was
based upon the 2300-day
prophecy found in Daniel 8:14.
It was through careful study of
the Bible that our pioneers
knew that the 2300-day proph-
ecy pointed to the time when the record
books would be opened and the judgment
process would begin. They recognized that
this time prophecy would culminate in the
fulfillment of the first angel’s message that
“the hour of his [Christ’s] judgment is
come.” Revelation 14:7. It was the time
prophecy that would set in motion the sec-
ond and third angels’ messages. See Rev-
elation 14:8–12. Yes indeed, 1844 has made
a difference in our world. It is the reason
we exist as a church. I pray that it will con-
tinue to make a difference in my life as
well as in yours.

The time is now that we must recom-
mit our lives to our dear Saviour. “While
the investigative judgment is going forward
in heaven, while the sins of penitent be-
lievers are being removed from the sanc-
tuary, there is to be a special work of pu-
rification, of putting away of sin, among
God’s people upon earth. This work is
more clearly presented in the [three an-
gels’] messages of Revelation 14.

“When this work shall have been ac-
complished, the followers of Christ will
be ready for His appearing. ‘Then shall
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be
pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of

old, and as in former years.’
Malachi 3:4. Then the church
which our LORD at His coming
is to receive to Himself will be
a ‘glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing.’ Ephesians 5:27.” The
Great Controversy, 425.

It is time that we proclaim
this judgment-hour message to
every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people. The grand work
of the judgment has begun;
Babylon has fallen; God’s
wrath will soon be meted out
upon the disobedient. Every
day people are placed in
Christless graves. Let us there-
fore renew our commitment to
spread the three angels’ mes-

sages far and wide. Let us never cease
our efforts until the work is finished, until
everyone has heard, and finally until pro-
bation closes. Let us go forward in faith,
hope, and love knowing that He has or-
dained this movement to exist. He is the
Source of our strength and the Light of
our path. We have nothing to fear ex-
cept if we languish in the lethargy of
Laodicea. Therefore, let us arise and
shine for our redemption draweth nigh!
Amen.

Jeff Wehr—CO-EDITOR
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THEN shall the kingdom of heaven
be likened unto ten virgins, which
took their lamps, and went forth to
meet the bridegroom. And five of
them were wise, and five were fool-

ish. They that were foolish took their
lamps, and took no oil with them: but the
wise took oil in their vessels with their
lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they
all slumbered and slept. And at midnight
there was a cry made, Behold, the bride-
groom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed
their lamps. And the foolish said unto the
wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps
are gone out. But the wise answered, say-
ing, Not so; lest there be not enough for
us and you: but go ye rather to them that
sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they
went to buy, the bridegroom came; and
they that were ready went in with him to
the marriage: and the door was shut. Af-
terward came also the other virgins, say-
ing, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he an-
swered and said, Verily I say unto you, I
know you not. Watch therefore, for ye
know neither the day nor the hour wherein
the Son of man cometh.” Matthew 25:1–
13.

A special message has come to our
world in the messages of the first and sec-
ond angels:

“And I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kin-
dred, and tongue, and people, Saying with
a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to

him; for the hour of his judgment is come:
and worship him that made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters. And there followed another angel,
saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great
city, because she made all nations drink of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”
Revelation 14:6–8.

Under the proclamation of these mes-
sages, the midnight cry was made, and the
believers in the messages were compelled
to go out from the churches because they
preached the second appearing of Christ
in the clouds of heaven. The whole world
was to hear that message, “Behold, the
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet
him.” Here is the
parable of the ten
virgins.

When the ten
virgins went forth
to meet the bride-
groom, their lamps
were trimmed and
burning. Five of
these virgins were
wise. They antici-
pated delay, and filled their flagons with
oil, prepared for any emergency. From
those flagons their lamps were supplied,
and not left to go out. But five of their
number had not this foresight. They made
no provision for disappointment or delay.

The second call is made, and the ten
virgins are still watching for the bride-
groom. Hour after hour passes. Their eyes
are anxiously looking for the appearance
of the bridegroom. But there is a delay,
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and the weary, watching ones fall
asleep. But at midnight, at the very
darkest hour, when their lamps are
most needed, the cry is heard, “Be-
hold the bridegroom cometh.” The
sleeping eyes are opened. Everyone
is astir. They see the procession they
are to join moving on, bright with
torches and with music.

They hear the voice of the bride-
groom and the voice of the bride.
The five wise virgins trim their lamps
from the oil in their flagons, and
their lamps burn brightly.

“But five of them were foolish.”
These had made no provision
wherewith to replenish their lamps,
and when aroused from their slum-
bers they found their lights going
out. Their flagons were empty.

Their first thought was to bor-
row of their neighbors, and they said
to the wise virgins, “Give us of your
oil; for our lamps are going out.”
But the answer comes back, “Not
so; lest there be not enough for
yourselves and for us. Go ye rather
to them that sell, and buy for your-
selves.” And while they went to buy,
the procession moved on and left
them behind. The bridal train en-
tered within the house, and the door
was shut. When the foolish virgins
reached the banqueting hall, an un-
expected denial was given them.
They were left outside in the black-
ness of the night. The door was shut.

All the Christian world is repre-
sented in this parable. The bride
constitutes the church that is wait-
ing for the second appearing of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Some
who have a nominal faith are not
prepared for His coming. The oil of
grace is not feeding their lamps, and
they are not prepared to enter in to
the marriage supper of the Lamb.
The representation is such as to call
forth our earnest study, that we may
know what preparation we who are
living in the last days are to make,
that we may enter in and partake of
the marriage supper of the Lamb.
We are to accept the last message
of mercy given to a fallen world:
“Blessed are they that do his com-
mandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may en-
ter in through the gates into the
city.” Revelation 22:14.

There is a delay in the coming
of the Bridegroom in order that all

may have an opportunity to hear the
last message of mercy to a fallen
world. The first and second angels’
messages are all united and com-
plete in the third: “And the third an-
gel followed them, saying with a
loud voice, If any man worship the
beast and his image, and receive his
mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
the same shall drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is poured
out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation; and he shall be tor-
mented with fire and
brimstone in the pres-
ence of the holy an-
gels, and in the pres-
ence of the Lamb.”
Revelation 14:9–10.

John was shown
these things in holy vi-
sion. He saw the com-
pany represented by the
five wise virgins, with
their lamps trimmed
and burning, and he ex-
claimed in rapture,
“Here is the patience of
the saints: here are they
that keep the com-
mandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus.
And I heard a voice
from heaven saying unto me, Write,
Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow
them.” Revelation 14:12–13.

Many who heard the first and
second angels’ messages thought
they would live to see Christ com-
ing in the clouds of heaven. Had all
who claimed to believe the truth
acted their part as wise virgins, the
message would ere this have been
proclaimed to every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people. But five were
wise and five were foolish. The truth
should have been proclaimed by the
ten virgins, but only five had made
the provision essential to join that
company who walked in the light
that had come to them. The third
angel’s message was needed. This
proclamation was to be made. Many
who went forth to meet the Bride-
groom under the messages of the
first and second angels, refused the
third angel’s message, the last test-
ing message to be given to the
world.

A similar work will be accom-
plished when that other angel, rep-
resented in Revelation 18, gives his
message. The first, second, and third
angels’ messages will need to be re-
peated. The call will be given to the
church, “Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins.” Revelation 18:4.

“Babylon the great is fallen, is
fallen, and is become the habitation
of devils, and the hold of every foul
spirit, and a cage of every unclean

and hateful bird. For
all nations have
drunk of the wine of
the wrath of her for-
nication, and the
kings of the earth
have committed for-
nication with her,
and the merchants of
the earth are waxed
rich through the
abundance of her
delicacies. . . . Come
out of her, my
people, that ye be
not partakers of her
sins, and that ye re-
ceive not of her
plagues. For her sins
have reached unto

heaven, and God hath remembered
her iniquities.” Verses 2–5.

Take each verse of this chapter,
and read it carefully, especially the
last two: “And the light of a candle
shall shine no more at all in thee;
and the voice of the bridegroom and
of the bride shall be heard no more
at all in thee: for thy merchants were
the great men of the earth; for by
thy sorceries were all nations de-
ceived. And in her was found the
blood of prophets, and of saints, and
of all that were slain upon the earth.”
Verses 23–24.

The parable of the ten virgins
was given by Christ Himself, and ev-
ery specification should be carefully
studied. A time will come when the
door will be shut. We are repre-
sented either by the wise or the fool-
ish virgins. We cannot now distin-
guish, nor have we authority to say,
who are wise and who foolish.
There are those who hold the truth
in unrighteousness, and these ap-
pear outwardly like the wise.

Said Christ, “Every plant, which
my heavenly Father hath not
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planted, shall be rooted up. . . .
Those things which proceed out of
the mouth come forth from the
heart; and they defile the man. For
out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, for-
nications, thefts, false witness, blas-
phemies: these are the things which
defile a man.” Matthew 15:13, 18–
20.

It is impossible for men to read
the human heart, for the tares so
closely resemble the wheat. It is not
given to human beings to try to
separate them. But the angels of
God know them, for their fruits de-
clare their character. Have they not
been commissioned to counterwork
the work of those who fight against
the truth of God’s Word? These an-
gels will never make a mistake in
gathering the wheat from among the
tares.

“Beware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves.
Ye shall know them by their fruits.
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles? Even so every good
tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.
A good tree cannot bring forth evil
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring
forth good fruit. Every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire. Where-
fore by their fruits ye shall know
them. Not every one that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which
is in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy
name have cast out devils? and in
thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity.” Matthew
7:15–23.

This is the test. Those who are
counted among the wise virgins will
let their light burn in good works.
There are many who will not remain
at the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him.
They have not a knowledge of His
ways. Let none rest in the idea that
baptism has saved them, while they
give no evidence that they are con-
formed to the image of Christ, while
they cling to their old habits, while
they exert their influence on the side

of the world, and weave their fab-
ric with the threads of worldly ideas
and customs. These have not kept
the oil in the vessels with their
lamps. They are not ready for the
Bridegroom. The oil is the holy
grace that is sent from Heaven, and

there must be an inward adorning
with that grace, that they may be
enabled to stand when He
appeareth.

The parable of the talents is
given to represent the kingdom of
heaven, and to show the necessity
of an accurate use of the endow-
ments that God has entrusted to us.
It is of the highest importance that
we understand these parables and
know wherein they have any bear-
ing upon us individually. The ten
virgins are represented as watching
in the evening of this earth’s his-
tory. They represent the church of
professed Christians. This lesson
should fill our minds with serious
thought, and drive us to our Bibles,
the Word of the living God. It should
lead us to most earnest supplication
that God will lead us into all truth.

Said Christ: “Therefore whoso-
ever heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man, which built his
house upon a rock: and the rain de-
scended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was
founded upon a rock. And every
one that heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be
likened unto a foolish man, which
built his house upon the sand: and
the rain descended, and the floods
came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell: and

great was the fall of it.”  Matthew
7:24–27.

The apostle says: “But ye, be-
loved, building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the
love of God, looking for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eter-
nal life. and of some have compas-
sion, making a difference: and oth-
ers save with fear, pulling them out
of the fire; hating even the garment
spotted by the flesh. Now unto him
that is able to keep you from fall-
ing, and to present you faultless be-
fore the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy, to the only wise God
our Saviour, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and
ever. Amen.” Jude 20–25.

We must not stand in a neutral
position. Our position must be one
of strong and living faith. We are to
rear our houses for eternity, as is
represented in the parable of the
hearers and the doers of the Word.
Those who are superficial in their
piety may be willing to take the
name of Christians, but they will not
comply with the conditions laid
down in the Word of God. They do
not conform their characters to the
Word of God and to the pattern He
has given. All are hearers of the
Word. They comment upon that
which they hear, but some, while
they assent to the message sent by
God to them, do not have the faith
that will enable them to place the
Word of God in their hearts. God
knows full well that if self does not
die, it will become a controlling
power in the soul. When the trans-
forming power of God works upon
the hearts of men, then they are rep-
resented by the wise virgins.

There are many who profess to
be the sons and daughters of God
who have no connection with Him.
But God sees every spot and stain
that is upon the characters of those
who profess to follow Him, and He
will prove every soul. He says: “Be-
hold, I will send my messenger, and
he shall prepare the way before me:
and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to his temple, even
the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in: behold, he shall
come, saith the LORD of hosts. But
who may abide the day of his com-
ing? and who shall stand when he
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appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s
fire, and like fullers’ soap: and he
shall sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver: and he shall purify the sons
of Levi, and purge them as gold and
silver, that they may offer unto the
LORD an offering in righteousness.”
Malachi 3:1–3.

God has commanded His
people: “Thou shalt love the LORD

thy God, and keep his charge, and
his statutes, and his judgments, and
his commandments, alway.” Deut-
eronomy 11:1.

“And it shall come to pass, if ye
shall hearken diligently unto my
commandments which I command
you this day, to love the LORD your
God, and to serve him with all your
heart and with all your soul, that I
will give you the rain of your land
in his due season, the first rain and
the latter rain, that thou mayest
gather in thy corn, and thy wine,
and thine oil. And I will send grass
in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou
mayest eat and be full.” Verses 13–
15.

“And ye shall teach them your
children, speaking of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way,
when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up. And thou shalt write
them upon the door posts of thine
house, and upon thy gates: that your
days may be multiplied, and the
days of your children, in the land
which the LORD sware unto your fa-
thers to give them, as the days of
heaven upon the earth. For if ye
shall diligently keep all these com-
mandments which I command you,
to do them, to love the LORD your
God, to walk in all his ways, and to
cleave unto him; then will the LORD

drive out all these nations from be-
fore you, and ye shall possess
greater nations and mightier than
yourselves.” Verses 19–23.

“And Moses with the elders of
Israel commanded the people, say-
ing, Keep all the commandments
which I command you this day. And
it shall be on the day when ye shall
pass over Jordan unto the land
which the LORD thy God giveth thee,
that thou shalt set thee up great
stones, and plaster them with plas-
ter: and thou shalt write upon them
all the words of this law, when thou
art passed over, that thou mayest go

in unto the land which the LORD thy
God giveth thee, a land that floweth
with milk and honey; as the LORD

God of thy fathers hath promised
thee. Therefore it shall be when ye
be gone over Jordan, that ye shall
set up these stones, which I com-
mand you this day, in mount Ebal,
and thou shalt plaster them with
plaster. And there shalt thou build
an altar unto the LORD thy God, an
altar of stones: thou shalt not lift up
any iron tool upon them. Thou shalt
build the altar of the LORD thy God
of whole stones: and thou shalt of-
fer burnt offerings thereon unto the
LORD thy God: and thou shalt offer
peace offerings, and shalt eat there,
and rejoice before the LORD thy God.
And thou shalt write upon the
stones all the words of this law very
plainly. And Moses and the priests
the Levites spake unto all Israel, say-
ing, Take heed, and hearken, O Is-
rael; this day thou art become the
people of the LORD thy God. Thou
shalt therefore obey the voice of the
LORD thy God, and do his command-
ments and his statutes, which I com-
mand thee this day.” Deuteronomy
27:1–10.

The five wise virgins represent
those who have perfected a Chris-
tian character, who have washed
their robes and made them white in

the blood of the Lamb. God’s mes-
sage to His people is: “Remember
therefore how thou hast received
and heard, and hold fast, and re-

pent. If therefore thou shalt not
watch, I will come on thee as a thief,
and thou shalt not know what hour
I will come upon thee. Thou hast a
few names even in Sardis which
have not defiled their garments; and
they shall walk with me in white:
for they are worthy. He that over-
cometh, the same shall be clothed
in white raiment; and I will not blot
out his name out of the book of life,
but I will confess his name before
my Father, and before his angels.”
Revelation 3:3–5.

A great price has been paid for
the redemption of man, and none
who are untruthful, impure, or un-
righteous can enter the kingdom of
heaven. If men do not make Christ
their personal Saviour, and become
true and pure and holy, there is only
one course for the Lord to pursue.
He must destroy the sinner, for evil
natures cannot inherit the kingdom
of God. Thus it is that sin, if not
destroyed, will destroy the sinner,
just as Satan designed it should.

As God made man, he was per-
fect, reflecting the moral image of
God. He was left free to choose
good or evil. If he should decide to
choose the evil, he must have the
evil. And man abused the high pre-
rogative of his nature. Christ gave
His life to make it possible for all to
be wise virgins, partakers of the di-
vine nature, that they might become
complete in Jesus Christ, perfect,
without spot, and blameless. Thus
through Jesus Christ human nature
was placed on vantage ground with
God, before the heavenly universe
and the fallen world.

But the Lord does not release
men from responsibility. “Work out
your own salvation,” He says, “with
fear and trembling. For it is God
which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure.”
Philippians 2:12–13. Here is a co-
operation of God with man and man
with God. Here is encouragement
for the most earnest, noble strivings.
Christ declares that the life is more
than meat, and the body than rai-
ment. “What shall it profit a man,”
He says, “if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? Or
what shall a man give in exchange
for his soul?” Mark 8:36–37.

Continued on page 15
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By David Lin
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HE Bible opens wi th a God who speaks. He spoke all things

into existence, and on the first day of human activity, God

spoke to man and gave Him orders to follow. Man understood

and learned to speak God’s language, and was soon giving

names to all the animals that God had made. See Genesis 2:19.

Man was given dominion over them.From the beginning, God and man

were in close communion.

Christ, the Son of God, came as the Word of God, teaching us that all creation is a
manifestation of God’s mind, which we are privileged to receive by thoughtfully pon-
dering over every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

Satan alienated man from God. Consequently, the moment man sinned, he became
afraid of God, and hid himself. God met the challenge by implementing His plan of
salvation, which would reconcile man to God and replace fear with love. The plan
involved the Word-Made-Flesh, the Son of God, coming to earth as a Man to reveal
God’s love, so that men could know God’s love and be reconciled to Him.

The plan of salvation involved an act on God’s part, and the act must be put into
words to impact the minds of men and women alienated from Him. The reconciliation
God sought depended on the power of His Word to convince mankind of His love. So
the crux of the solution lay in communication.

!"#$%&'"(%")#)!*

by David Lin
David Lin writes
from California.
He is probably
best known for
his book China
Letters, a
collection of his
letters
concerning the
theological crisis
in the SDA
Church.
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God first spoke to men orally.

Due to their length of life span and
good memory,  the ancients
needed no written records. Stories
of God’s dealings with men were
transmitted from one generation to
another by word of mouth, which
may be termed “fluid” revelations
from God.

However, men became forget-
ful, and the need for written
records arose. The first written
record of God’s commandments to
men was made by God Himself—
engraved in stone and preserved
in a chest called the “ark of the
testament.” Moses was then told
by God to write the Decalogue and
additional instructions in a book,
called the Torah. It was the first
“solidified” record of God’s deal-
ings with men. For about a thou-
sand years, it was the recognized
“Bible” of the Jews. See Nehemiah
8:1–12.

During that millennium more
prophetic writings accumulated to
comprise a second group of “fluid”
revelat ions,  which af ter  the
Babylonian exile were collected by
Ezra and placed with the Torah to
comprise the canon of the Jewish
Scriptures, thus effecting a second
solidification of divine revelation.

,-%&.$%/0&)*&1+23
The entrance of sin was the

work of the “father of lies,” who
has been at work from the begin-
ning to warp and block the mes-
sages of God to man. As God com-
municated with men, Satan tried
to interfere, and, if possible, to si-
lence God completely. One tactic
was to harden the hearts of the
Jewish leaders, making them de-
clare the canon of Scripture closed.
They held that no more writings
could be added to the 39 books.

This rigid stance of the Jewish
leaders was part of the reason for
their rejection of John the Baptist
and Jesus Christ, leading eventu-
ally to the Jewish nation being fi-
nally rejected by God as His cho-
sen people. See Matthew 21:43.

Then began a third period of
fluid revelation, when the New
Testament books were written. Af-
ter some 200 years of fluidity,

twenty-seven manu-
scripts, circulating in
ear ly Chr is t ian
churches, solidified into
the New Testament
Scriptures. This was
again accompanied by
an effort to silence the
prophetic gift forever.

Did it mean that with
the closing of the New
Testament canon, God’s
Word was confined to
the ancient documents
written before the sec-
ond century, and that
He could no longer
speak directly to His
people of modern times? God has
never bound Himself in this way,
but Satan always tries to silence
God’s voice. If men will study the
Bible, they will see that the Holy
Spirit, which inspired the writing
of the Scriptures, says that He will
continue to speak to His church
through the gift of prophecy. See
1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians
4:11. This gift is “for the perfect-
ing of the saints . . . till we all come
in the unity of the faith.” Ephesians
4:12-13. The presence and work of
prophets, both men and women,
in the early church are recorded
in Acts 13:1; 21:9–10.

Then came an era of spiritual
dearth when no true prophet is
known to have arisen, and even
fluid revelation ceased. The papal
apostasy lasted 1260 years, while
the suspension of the gift of
prophecy was much longer—
about seventeen centuries, during
which time as also during Samuel’s
time, “there was no open vision.”
1 Samuel 3:1.

,-%&4"5*&'%6*+2%7
Now, it would be inconsistent

of God to give the gift of proph-
ecy to His church and then to let
it die off after one hundred years.
No. That is not God’s will. He has
foretold in the Revelation that the
gift of prophecy would be revived
in His remnant church. In Revela-
tion 3:14 Christ introduces Himself
to the angel of the church of Lao-
dicea, saying, “These things saith
the Amen, the faithful and true wit-
ness, the beginning of the creation

of God.” Here the
Greek word
martus for “wit-
ness” is the stem
in marturia,
translated “testi-
mony” in Revela-
tion 19:10 where
it says, “the testi-
mony of Jesus is
the spir i t  of
p r o p h e c y . ”
Christ, the Begin-
ning of the Cre-
ation, is also Lord
of the Sabbath.

So we have
three texts to

show that the gift of prophecy will
reappear in God’s church in the
end time. The third text is Revela-
tion 12:17: “The dragon was wroth
with the woman, and went to
make war with the remnant of her
seed, which keep the command-
ments of God, and have the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation
19:10 explains, “The testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

The next step is to identify
God’s true church, which is called
“the remnant” of the woman’s
seed. Revelation 12:17 says they
are they “which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus.” Of religious
bodies that keep the seventh-day
Sabbath today, only Seventh-day
Adventists have a prophet. Of
churches which claim to have
prophets, only Seventh-day Ad-
ventists keep the true Sabbath. So
only one church—the Seventh-day
Advent is t  Church—meets the
terms in Revelation 12:17. We are
validated by default.

No wonder the devil has raised
up his agents to attack both of the
marks of the true church—the sev-
enth-day Sabbath and our prophet
E. G. White [the Spirit of Proph-
ecy]!

The “apostolic letter” of Pope
John Paul II is the latest attack on
the true Sabbath. To make up for
his lack of scriptural authority, the
pope says that the meaning of the
Sabbath was transferred to Sunday,
because Christians felt that they
had the authority to do so. In para-
graph 63 of “Dies Domini”  he says,
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“This is why Christians,
called as they are to
proclaim the liberation
won by the blood of
Christ, felt that they
had the authority to
transfer the meaning of
the Sabbath to the day
of Resurrection.”

All the pious rheto-
ric that accompanies
these words, plus quo-
ta t ions f rom many
church fathers and
councils, add up to a
pal t ry argument
against a plain “Thus
saith the Lord.” The
seventh-day Sabbath
remains the only day
sanctified by the Lord
of hosts, who wrote the Sabbath
command in stone and said, “My
covenant will I not break, nor al-
ter the thing that is gone out of
my lips.” Psalms 89:34.

Walter Rea and his able fight-
ers continue to attack Ellen White
relentlessly. We are not afraid; God
will not be silenced. Walter Rea
and his associates have yet to find
a prophet other than Ellen White
to fulfill the prophecies of Revela-
tion 3:14; 12:17 and 19:10. We rest
assured that she fills the bill by de-
fault—she alone meets all the con-
ditions of prophecy! No other
contemporaneous man or woman
begins to meet even half of them.

God began the prophetic line
with Moses, and ended it with “the
weakest of the weak.” Ellen White
often referred to herself with these
words: “We have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency
of the power may be of God, and
not of us.” 2 Corinthians 4:7.

The age-old objection that Ad-
ventists are trying to “canonize”
the Ellen G. White writings is a
stale tactic easy to foil. While not
regarding her writings as an addi-
tion to the New Testament canon,
we believe that God is as free to
speak through a prophet today as
when He spoke through Agabus
and the other prophets in the first
century. God refuses to be gagged
by Walter Rea and his supporters
despite anyone’s rabid altercations.
The glorious truths of God are to

be heard by His
obedient children,
and He is free to
choose His own
mouthpiece.  I f
modern prophet-
killers insist on ex-
huming Ellen G.
White to put her to
shame, they will
soon realize that
they have made
fools of them-
selves, and are fi-
nally the biggest
losers.
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Since God first

spoke the world
into existence, He

has often spoken to men. He first
communicated directly, and then
through men and women to whom
He gave the gift of prophecy. Satan
has striven to silence God’s voice
since the times of antiquity, and he
is still active today.

Divine revelation remained in a
fluid state until God wrote the
Decalogue in stone and com-
manded Moses to write the Torah.
These records comprised the first so-
lidification of divine revelation—to
be followed by another period of
fluid revelation. Over 30 inspired
documents collected later by Ezra
were bound up with the Torah to
form the Old Testament canon. It
marked a second stage of solidified
revelation. Satan blinded the Jews
to the truths of Scripture. Though
they expected Elijah and the Mes-
siah to come, the Jewish leaders
declared the Scripture canon closed.
They boasted that they knew all the
truth. Therefore, they rejected the
new light brought by John the Bap-
tist and Jesus Christ. The tragic re-
sult was that God had to reject the
Jewish nation as His chosen people.

Then a new stage of fluid rev-
elation commenced. After the New
Testament canon was closed, and
the great apostasy began, the pro-
phetic gift was suspended for many
centuries. It was restored in 1844,
when God raised up His remnant
church to proclaim the three angels’
messages. In this church God
blessed His people with a compo-

nent of the “latter rain,” manifested
in the writings of the gift of proph-
ecy.

Three prophetic texts in Revela-
tion 3:14; 12:17; 19:10 foretell the
restoration of the prophetic gift to
God’s remnant church. Only the
willfully blind fail to see the truth
that these three texts point to the
appearance of a modern prophet in
the last days. Revelation 12:17 de-
mands that this gift of prophecy be
associated with a people who keep
all the commandments of God.

Within the time frame of the
nineteenth century, three modern
prophets contend for recognition—
Joseph Smith, Mary Baker Eddy and
Ellen White. The first two fail to
meet the condition of Revelation
12:17 that the end-time prophet
must be a commandment keeper, so
Ellen White is validated by default.
She also meets all other tests of a
true spokesperson for God.

:+$;(96"+$
One more significant fact regard-

ing Ellen White calls for attention.
The quantity and quality of her writ-
ings are without equal. Their homi-
letic value and spiritual tenor are of
the highest order—worthy of a
writer inspired of God. The pro-
phetic chapters of The Great Con-
troversy are most valuable. These
books have proved to be a veritable
downpour of the “latter rain” to
honest-in-heart readers.

In the days of Elijah there were
three-and-a-half years of drought,
prefiguring the spiritual famine of
the Dark Ages. Then at the end of
that period there was the sound of
an “abundance of rain.” 1 Kings
18:41. This has worked out in the
history of the Church. As the Dark
Ages have given way to the time of
the end, the remnant people, who
keep the commandments of God
and have the testimony of Jesus,
now appear on the stage of history.
An “abundance of rain” has materi-
alized in the voluminous writings of
the Spirit of Prophecy. Seventh-day
Adventists have a rich heritage of
truth—far in advance of other
churches—yet many of us fail to see
its worth!

“Blessed are your eyes, for they
see” (Matthew 13:16), says our
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Milwaukie, OR  . . . . . . . Mar. 6
Witchita Evangelical Church, Witchita Ave.

Milton-Freewater, OR  . Mar. 20
Senior Center, 311 N. Main

McDonald, TN  . . . Mar. 26–27
The Ruitan Club, School Street

Fontana, CA . . . . . . . . Apr. 17
First American Bapt. Church, 8282 Juniper Ave.

Eatonville, WA  . . . . . May 3–8
Spring Week of Prayer

Speakers: Ray DeCarlo, John Davis

Alvarado, TX  . . . . . . May 7–9
Alvarado Senior Center, 200 N. Spears

Milton-Freewater, OR  . May 15
Senior Center, 311 N. Main

Portland, TN  . . . . May 20–23
1099 Wattwood Hollow Rd.

Eatonville, WA  . . . . . Aug. 3–8
Hope International’s

1999 Eatonville Camp Meeting
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Upcoming
Meetings

Upcoming
Meetings

Lord to His remnant people. Let
us cherish and study the new light
shining upon us today. It is a
shame that some of God’s people
have been deceived by Walter Rea
and his associates. It is just as sad
that others, who have not dis-
carded Ellen G. White’s writings,
have let them collect dust on their
shelves. These books are a gift
from our Redeemer—spiritual ar-
mament for His people to help us

prepare for the final conflict. The
time of trouble is near; we must
fortify our minds with the precious
truths contained in these books.
They comprise an inspired appli-
cator of God’s Word—applying it
in the right place at the right time
to help us prepare for translation.

“ ‘Watch ye therefore . . . lest
coming suddenly he find you sleep-
ing.’ Mark 13:35–36. Perilous is the
condition of those who, growing
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Words of the Pioneers
(2nd Ed.) contains over 33,000
pages of early SDA writings. It
includes over 200 works by 15
major SDA pioneers, plus the
first 22 volumes of the Advent
Review and Sabbath Herald,
plus several General Confer-
ence Bulletins. It also contains
three other infobases, includ-
ing the KJV Bible, d’Aubigné’s
History of the Reformation, and
a few recent SDA authors. It is
the only electronic source of
most of these writings.

This CD-ROM, works either on IBM compatables running Windows 3.1 or Win-
dows 95, or on Macintosh computers. All words are indexed and searchable with
the included software program, FolioVIEWS.

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY for only $195.*
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Over 50 rare and historical classic Chris-
tian resources. Works by Allix, d’Aubigné,
Benedict, Wylie, Foxe, Knox, Calvin,
Josephus, and many more! Also includes
over 650 Reformation-era graphic illus-
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weary of their watch, turn to the at-
tractions of the world. While the
man of business is absorbed in the
pursuit of gain, while the pleasure
lover is seeking indulgence, while
the daughter of fashion is arrang-
ing her adornments—it may be in
that hour the Judge of all the earth
will pronounce the sentence: ‘Thou
art weighed in the balances, and art
found wanting.’ Daniel 5:27.” The
Great Controvery, 491. !
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F

 for !eaven.

by Ron Spear

For six thousand years now the great
controversy has been in process. God
has given to the human race in every
generation the opportunity to prepare

their lives and characters for eternity. But
only a very few in every generation have
been willing to be made willing to accept
God’s conditions of salvation—obedience
to God’s perfect law of liberty. It is not
what man could do but those very few be-
lieved that God had the power to do it in
them and they put forth every effort to en-
ter in at the strait gate from the very nar-
row way that leads to the city of God and
eternal life.

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide
is the gate, and broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many there be
which go in thereat: Because strait is the
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth

unto life, and few there be that find it.”
Matthew 7:13-14.

“We are to strive, to agonize, to enter
in at the strait gate; for many shall seek
to enter in, and shall not be able. It will
take something more than mere seeking
to enter in at the strait gate; for the gate
to death is wide, and the road broad,
and easy of access, and many there be
that go in thereat. If we would enter in
at the strait gate, we must be partakers
of the sufferings of Christ.” Review and
Herald, July 5, 1892.

“Be not deceived. God is not mocked.
Nothing but holiness will prepare you
for heaven. It is sincere, experimental
piety alone that can give you a pure, el-
evated character and enable you to en-
ter into the presence of God, who
dwelleth in light unapproachable. The

Ron Spear, author
and revivalist, is the
founding editor of
Our Firm
Foundation. He has
served the church
as a missionary,
Union Department
Secretary,
evangelist, pastor,
and Field Secretary
for the Review and
Herald.
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heavenly character must be ac-
quired on earth, or it can never be
acquired at all.

“Desires for goodness and true
holiness are right so far as they go;
but if you stop here, they will avail
nothing. Good pur-
poses are right, but
will prove of no avail
unless resolutely car-
ried out. Many will be
lost while hoping and
desiring to be Chris-
tians; but they made
no earnest effort,
therefore they will be
weighed in the bal-
ances and found
wanting. The will
must be exercised in
the right direction. I
will be a whole-
hearted Christian. I
will know the length
and breadth, the
height and depth, of
perfect love.

“L is ten to the
words of Jesus:
‘Blessed are they which do hun-
ger and thirst after righteousness:
for they shall be filled.’ Ample pro-
visions are made by Christ to sat-
isfy the soul that hungers and
thirs ts  for r ighteousness .”
Maranatha, 46.

God’s conditions for salvation
is holiness—perfection of charac-
ter—man cannot attain to this high
standard on his own by his good
works. He must believe that God
is willing to do in him that which
is impossible for him to do with-
out the union of the Holy Spirit’s
power. Man’s part is to be made
willing to be made willing to al-
low God to hold him in a daily
relationship of justification and
sanctification. See Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 366, 397; Matthew
5:48; 1 Peter 1:15–16.

“For it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of
his good pleasure. Do all things
without murmurings and
disputings.” Philippians 2:13–14.

“The Spirit of God does not
propose to do our part, either in
the willing or the doing. . . . As
soon as we incline our will to har-
monize with God’s will, the grace

of Christ stands ready to cooper-
ate with the human agent; but it
will not be the substitute to do our
work independent of our resolv-
ing and decidedly acting. There-
fore it is not the abundance of

light, and evidence
piled upon evidence,
that will convert the
soul. It is only the
human agent accept-
ing the light, arous-
ing the energies of
the will , realizing
and acknowledging
that which he knows
is righteousness and
truth, and thus coop-
erat ing with the
heavenly ministra-
tions appointed of
God in the saving of
the soul.

“If the sinner or
the backslider settles
himself in disobedi-
ence and sin, the
light may flash from
heaven al l  about

him,  . . . without breaking the be-
witching power of falsehood and
the spell of the world’s decep-
tion. . . .

“Obey not the voice of the de-
ceiver, which is in harmony with
the unsanctified will, but obey the
impulse that God has given. . . .
Everything is at stake. Will the hu-
man agent cooperate with the di-
vine ‘to will and to do’? If man
places his will on God’s side, fully
surrendering self to God’s will, the
high and holy endeavor of the hu-
man agent takes down the obstruc-
tion he himself has erected, the
rubbish is cleared away from the
door of the heart, the defiance bar-
ricading the soul is broken down.
The door of the heart is opened
and Jesus enters, to abide as a wel-
come guest.” In Heavenly Places,
27.

God has to be absolutely sure
that we are safe to save. Ninety-
nine percent is not acceptable with
Heaven. Lucifer’s one-percent re-
bellion soon became a one-hun-
dred-percent rebell ion which
brought war to heaven and sin into
this world. Let us take courage.
The thief on the cross was one

hundred percent. All rebellion was
gone. He was justified and sancti-
fied and safe to save.

“Christ died to make it possible
for you to cease to sin.” Review
and Herald, August 28, 1894.

“He that saith he abideth in him
ought himself also so to walk, even
as he walked. 1 John 2:6.

“We have before us the high-
est, holiest example. In thought,
word, and deed Jesus was sinless.
Perfection marked all that He did.
He points us to the path that He
trod, saying, ‘If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me.’
Matthew 16:24.

“Christ unites in His person the
fullness and perfection of the God-
head and the fullness and perfec-
tion of sinless humanity. He met all
the temptations by which Adam was
assailed, and overcame these temp-
tations because in His humanity He
relied upon divine power. This sub-
ject demands far more contempla-
tion than it receives. Christians strike
too low. They are content with a
superficial spiritual experience, and
therefore they have only the
glimmerings of light, when . . . they
might discern more clearly the won-
derful perfection of Christ’s human-
ity, which rises far above all human
greatness, all human power. Christ’s
life is a revelation of what fallen hu-
man beings may become through
union and fellowship with the di-
vine nature. . . .

“Men and women frame many
excuses for their proneness to sin.
Sin is represented as a necessity,
an evil that cannot be overcome.
But sin is not a necessity. Christ
lived in this world from infancy to
manhood, and during that time He
met and resisted all the tempta-
tions by which man is beset. He is
a perfect pattern of childhood, of
youth, of manhood.

“The life of Christ has shown
what humanity can do by being
partaker of the divine nature. All
that Christ received from God we
too may have. Then ask and re-
ceive. . . . Let your life be knit by
hidden links to the life of Jesus.”
The Faith I Live By, 219.

Satan has brought into some of
our pulpits his gospel—you are

!"#$%&'
("$)*
&)'"+,(*+-
',.*$(%&($/*
&.*$'&0*$("
'&1*2$345*(-6
545*$7*.8*5(
4'$5"(
&88*7(&)+*
/4(%$9*&1*52



)#      Our Firm FOUNDATION    February  1999

!!!!!"#$%&$%"#$%&$%"#$%&$%"#$%&$%"#$%&$%'''''"("("("("()%)%)%)%)%&&&&&%%%%%*****+,#+-++,#+-++,#+-++,#+-++,#+-+

!"!"#$!#%&'(

!!!!!"#$%&$%"#$%&$%"#$%&$%"#$%&$%"#$%&$%'''''"("("("("()%)%)%)%)%&&&&&%%%%%*****+,#+-++,#+-++,#+-++,#+-++,#+-+

!"!"#$!#%&'(

saved in sin—the devil’s greatest
lie! He has captured the world with
his false gospel, which leads to the
broad way and to destruction. The
strait gate is the very narrow way.
Only those who are willing to be
made willing to obey by the power
of the Holy Spirit will finally reach
the gates of the city of God. The
price of our salvation is obedience
to known truth without a compro-
mise.

In closing, this inspired state-
ment from the pen of God’s last day
prophet will inspire the true seeker
for truth by obedience:

“For it became him, for whom
are all things, and by whom are all
things, in bringing many sons unto
glory, to make the captain of their
salvation perfect through sufferings.
Hebrews 2:10.

“Christ’s invitation to us all is a
call to a life of peace and rest—a
life of liberty and love, and to a
rich inheritance in the future im-
mortal life. . . . We need not be
alarmed if this path of liberty is
laid through conflicts and suffer-
ings. The liberty we shall enjoy will
be the more valuable because we
made sacrifices to obtain it. The
peace which passeth knowledge
will cost us battles with the pow-
ers of darkness, struggles severe
against selfishness and inward
sins. . . .

“We cannot appreciate our Re-
deemer in the highest sense until
we can see Him by the eye of faith
reaching to the very depths of hu-
man wretchedness, taking upon
Himself the nature of man, the ca-
pacity to suffer, and by suffering
putting forth His divine power to
save and lift sinners up to compan-

ionship with Himself. O why have we
so little sense of sin? Why so little
penitence? It is because we do not
come nearer the cross of Christ. Con-
science becomes hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin, because we
remain away from Christ. Consider the
Captain of our salvation. He suffered
shame for us that we might not suffer

everlasting shame and contempt. He
suffered on the cross, that mercy
might be granted to fallen man. God’s
justice is preserved, and guilty man is
pardoned. Jesus dies that the sinner
might live. Shame is borne by the Son
of the Highest for the sake of poor
sinners, that they might be ransomed
and crowned with eternal glory. . . .

“We must hide self in Jesus Christ,
and let Him appear in our conversa-
tion and character as the One alto-
gether lovely, and the chief among
ten thousand. Our lives, our deport-
ment, will testify how highly we prize
Christ and the salvation He has
wrought out for us at such a cost to
Himself. While we look constantly to
Him whom our sins have pierced and
our sorrows have burdened, we shall
acquire strength to be like Him. We
shall bind ourselves in willing, happy,
captivity to Jesus Christ.” That I May
Know Him, 287.

This promise is for God’s faith-
ful few in this final generation:

“In the way that leads to the City
of God there are no difficulties
which those who trust in Him may
not overcome. There are no dangers
which they may not escape. There
is not a sorrow, not a grievance, not
a human weakness, for which He
has not provided a remedy.” The
Ministry of Healing, 249. !
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Christ has made it possible for man
to rise in moral value with God. By
resisting all wrong, by subduing the
evil temper, selfishness, and pride, he
may attain to the righteousness of
Christ. Man is to become one with
Christ in God. Sin is degrading, and
there is no place for it in heaven. It is
our privilege to have the power of
self-control, and if we do not have it,
we reveal that sin still reigns in our
mortal bodies. In Christ is all suffi-
ciency for a self-directed life. “Let him
take hold of my strength, that he may
make peace with me;” He says, “and
he shall make peace with me.” Isaiah
27:5.

The ten virgins all claim to be
Christians, but five are true and five
are false. All have a name, a call, a
lamp, and all claim to be doing God
service. All apparently watch for His
appearing. All started apparently
prepared, but five were wanting.
Five were found surprised, dis-
mayed, without oil, outside the
wedding banquet, and the door was
shut. There are many who cry peace,
peace, when there is no peace. This
is the most perilous belief for the
human soul to entertain. Christ
speaks to all who bear His name,
who claim to be His followers, to
eat His flesh and drink His blood,
else they can have no part with Him.
Be not like the foolish virgins, who
take for granted that the promises
of God are theirs, while they do not
live as Christ has enjoined upon
them. Christ teaches us that profes-
sion is nothing. “If any man will
come after me,” He says, “let him
deny himself, and take up his cross
daily, and follow me.” Luke 9:23.

Let no one take for granted that
he is saved. Sanctification is the
work of a lifetime. Said Christ,
“Whosoever therefore shall break
one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall be
called the least in the kingdom of
heaven: but whosoever shall do and
teach them, the same shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. For
I say unto you, That except your
righteousness shall exceed the right-
eousness of the scribes and Phari-
sees, ye shall in no case enter into
the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew
5:19–20.

When we stand the test of God,
in the refining, purifying process,
when the furnace fires consume the
dross, and the true gold of a puri-
fied character appears, then we may
say as did Paul, “Not as though I
had already attained, either were al-
ready perfect: but I follow after. . . .
This one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reach-
ing forth unto those things which
are before, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians
3:12–14.

These parables were spoken af-
ter the solemn lessons given in the
twenty-third and twenty-fourth
chapters of Matthew, when Christ
dwelt particularly upon His second
coming, and revealed things which
would transpire before His second
appearing in the clouds of heaven.
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,” Christ
said, “thou that killest the prophets,
and stonest them which are sent
unto thee, how often would I have
gathered thy children together, even
as a hen gathereth her chickens un-
der her wings, and ye
would not!” Matthew
23:37.

In this lamentation
over Jerusalem is
given the assurance
of protection to all
who will come unto
Christ. He will accept
and protect them,
poor, defenseless, de-
pendent, even as the
hen spreads her pro-
tecting wings over
her brood. If her
chickens wander
from her, the hen has
a peculiar call by
which she warns
them of peril or storm. If they will
heed the danger signal, and can
reach their mother’s protecting
wings, they find warmth and safety,
for she will defend them while she
has any life. She forgets herself, and
will give her life in defending her
helpless little flock.

What a touching figure is this!
What an idea it gives us of the
watchful care of Christ for all who
trust in Him. Christ longed to gather
Israel under His mediatorial wings.
He longed to hear their voice call-

ing upon Him, and saying: “Hold
up my goings in thy paths, that my
footsteps slip not. I have called upon
thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God:
incline thine ear unto me, and hear
my speech. Shew thy marvellous
loving-kindness, O thou that savest
by thy right hand them which put
their trust in thee from those that
rise up against them. Keep me as
the apple of the eye, hide me under
the shadow of thy wings.” Psalm
17:5–8.

“Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the
heavens; and thy faithfulness
reacheth unto the clouds. Thy right-
eousness is like the great mountains;
thy judgments are a great deep: O
LORD, thou preservest man and beast.
How excellent is thy loving-
kindness, O God! therefore the chil-
dren of men put their trust under
the shadow of thy wings. They shall
be abundantly satisfied with the fat-
ness of thy house; and thou shalt
make them drink of the river of thy
pleasures. For with thee is the foun-
tain of life: in thy light shall we see
light. O continue thy lovingkindness

unto them that know
thee; and thy righ-
teousness to the up-
right in heart. Let not
the foot of pride come
against me, and let not
the hand of the
wicked remove me.”
Psalm 36:5–11.

“I will abide in thy
tabernacle for ever: I
will trust in the covert
of thy wings.” Psalm
61:4.

But Christ could
not do for Israel all
that He desired to do,
because they would
not respond to His in-

vitations. “Ye would not,” He said.
Their will was stubborn and un-
yielding. His last words to the im-
penitent nation were, “Behold, your
house is left unto you desolate. For
I say unto you, Ye shall not see me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed
is he that cometh in the name of
the Lord.” Matthew 23:37–39. !

Manuscript Releases, vol. 16, 267–
276.

Continued from page 7
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Dear
Reader,
Dear
Reader,

We have
provided this
NewsWatch
corner in
order to keep
you posted
on  headline
news that
relates with
prophesied
last-day
events.

If you have
a news item of
interest and
would like to
share it with
us, please send
us a copy. See
page 2 for our
mailing
address and
fax number.
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“With roughly a year to go un-

til ‘Y2K Day,’ opinions on the ex-
tent of the Year 2000 computer
problem are divided.

“Some await the apocalypse;
others think the problem will be
merely annoying. In any case, the
federal government’s own out-
look inspires little confidence.

“Should the most dire predic-
tions about the problems come
true, the new millennium will
pack quite a wallop: phones and
lights won’t work, automatic tell-
ers won’t give cash, airports will
close and paychecks won’t show
up in the mail.

“Is the one year remaining
enough time to prevent Y2K
problems?

“Joel Willemssen of the U.S.
General Accounting Office
doesn’t sugarcoat his answer. ‘All
the government agencies will not
be done on time. There will be
some failures,’ he says.

“ ‘Right now as a country we
do not know where we stand on
water, power and telecommuni-
cations. If you don’t have water,
power or telecom, you can’t get
the job done,’ he says.” Rick
Lockridge, CNN, December 29,
1998.

The Bible states that “A pru-
dent man foreseeth the evil, and
hideth himself: but the simple
pass on, and are punished.” Prov-
erbs 22:3. May we as Christians
be truly prudent in light of the
portentous events before us.
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“The Vatican today released

the papal bull Incarnationis
Mysterium, signed by Pope John
Paul II, formally announcing the
Grand Jubilee of 2000.” Catholic
World News, November 29, 1998.
The pope states that “the Great
Jubilee of the Year 2000 will be-
gin on Christmas Eve 1999” and

“will continue until the
closing of the Jubilee
Year on the day of . . .
6 January 2001.”
Incarnationis
Mysterium ,
Sect. 6.

Speaking
of “the ecumeni-
cal character of the
Jubilee” (Ibid., Sect. 4),
the pope declares: “May the Ju-
bilee serve to advance mutual
dialogue until the day when all
of us together—Jews, Christians
and Moslems—will exchange the
greeting of peace in Jerusalem.”
Ibid., Sect. 2. In the Biblical book
of Revelation we are told, speak-
ing of the powers of earth, that,
“These have one mind, and shall
give their power and strength
unto the beast.” Revelation 17:13.

The pope speaks of three
signs linked to the Jubilee: pil-
grimage, the sign of the holy
door, and indulgences [the remis-
sion of punishment still due for
a sin that has been sacramentally
absolved. American Heritage
Dictionary, 694]. Are these re-
quirements of Holy Scripture? —
No, a thousand times no! “The
conditions of obtaining mercy of
God are simple and just and rea-

sonable. The
Lord does
not require
us to do
some griev-
ous thing in
order that we
may have the

forgiveness of sin. We need not
make long and wearisome pil-
grimages, or perform painful pen-
ances, to commend our souls to
the God of heaven or to expiate
our transgression; but he that
confesseth and forsaketh his sin
shall have mercy. See Proverbs
28:13.” Steps to Christ, 37.

The pope also speaks of his
“historic memories,” referring to
the year A.D. 1300 when “Pope
Boniface VIII solemnly inaugu-

rated the first Jubilee in history.”
Incarnationis Mysterium, Sect. 5
(the first in papal history that is).
The pope seems to have forgot-
ten what type of man Pope
Boniface was, “of whom impar-
tial history says, ‘Of all the Ro-
man Pontiffs, Boniface has left
the darkest name for craft, arro-
gance, ambition, even for avarice
and cruelty.’ ” Millers Church His-
tory, 532.

As for the reason why
Boniface instituted this first Jubi-
lee, contrary to what Pope John
Paul says—that he was respond-
ing to the wishes of the people
of Rome (Incarnationis
Mysterium, Sect. 5)—history re-
lates that it was “to replenish the
papal treasury,” and as history
goes on to testify: “The plan was
a complete success.” Large sums
were gathered into the papal trea-
sury. The Age of Faith, by Will
Durant, 813. Inspiration, speak-
ing of the papal power, points
out that she was “decked with
gold and precious stones and
pearls, having a golden cup in
her hand.” Revelation 17:4. Who
would dispute the fact that the
Roman Catholic Church is by far
the wealthiest church in the
world? In any case, we surely can
deduce that the upcoming Jubi-
lee will bring another large in-
crease into the papal coffers.

These and a multitude of
other events herald the soon
coming of our great King Jesus
Christ! May we all be ready for
that magnificent and grand event
is my prayer.
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Philip Garber

I n the following write-up
from the Berea Baptist
Banner, November 5,

1998, is given a supposed
history of the Sabbath,
which really refers to Sun-
day when the word “Sab-
bath” is used. The article
begins as follows:

“In the year 321 A.D.
Constantine made the first
law enforcing the obser-
vance of the first day of the
week. This law reflected the
views of the Christian be-
lievers of the empire.”
Christian News, November
30, 1998.

The first issue we must
address is whether Con-
stantine’s Sunday law actu-
ally reflected the views of
Christians in the Roman
Empire at that time. One
question we might ask is,
Was the Christianity of
Constantine’s day of the
pure and holy character as
that which marked the days
of the apostles? And to this
we must answer in the
negative. The apostle Paul
is clear that after his death
(A.D. 64–67) “grievous
wolves” would come into
the church of God. See Acts
20:29. Paul also spoke of

that time as the time of a
great “falling away” (see 2
Thessalonians 2:3) in which
the majority of the pro-
fessed people of God
would not receive the “love
of the truth.” Verse 10. Rev-
elation 12 speaks of the true
church fleeing “into the wil-
derness” (verse 6) where
God preserved a faithful
remnant. So we can see that
by the time of Constantine’s
Sunday law the church had
deteriorated significantly,
and therefore it would not
be a safe guide for deter-
mining the scriptural valid-
ity of Sunday as a day of
worship.

Christian Edwardson in
his book, Facts of Faith,
118, puts this history in a
concise form:

“While Constantine’s
purchased converts, and
the superficial-minded mul-
titude followed the popu-
lar church, there were many
honest, God-fearing Chris-
tians, who resented this sin-
ful compromise with pa-
ganism; and, when they
saw that all their protests
were useless, they with-
drew to places where they
could more freely follow

their conscience and bring
up their children away from
the contamination of the
fallen church, which they
looked upon as the
‘Babylon’ of Revelation 17.”

In summary, we cannot
agree with the Berea Bap-
tist Banner when it states
that Constantine’s Sunday
law reflected the views of
the Christian believers of
the empire, primarily be-
cause it leaves the false idea

in the mind that all Chris-
tians believed in the Sun-
day legislation. While we
would agree that a major-
ity of those who professed
Christianity went along with
Constantine’s Sunday law,
there were faithful groups
of believers who at that
time separated from a
fallen, world-loving church.

Many of these faithful Chris-
tians continued to observe
the true Sabbath—even un-
der increasing pressure
from the Roman Church.

The Berea Baptist Ban-
ner continues as follows:

“As the years passed, the
Catholic Church went to the
extremes on the Sabbath,
somewhat like the Phari-
sees in the time of Christ.
This caused some of the
Christians in the Dark Ages
to oppose the Christian Sab-
bath. The Reformers went
even farther away from the
teaching of the New Testa-
ment on the Lord’s day.
Martin Luther said the be-
liever had a right to work,
ride, or dance upon it, if he
would.”

The writer of the above
article is correct when he
states that the Roman
Church went to extremes
regarding Sunday obser-
vance, which he incorrectly
calls “the Sabbath.” During
the Dark Ages the Roman
Catholic Church, to make
up for its lack of scriptural
authority to enforce Sunday
sacredness, fabricated many
superstitious stories.
Among them, stories were
told of supposed ancient
parchments falling from
heaven with warnings and
threatenings against all who
desecrated the Sunday.
Other stories were told of
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The first landing of the Pilgrims—1620

how when people had
gone out into the fields to
work on Sunday they had
been struck by lightning.

Our Baptist writer con-
tinues by stating that this ac-
tion by the Roman Church
caused some Christians to
oppose the “Christian Sab-
bath.” In answer to the
charge here leveled against
these ancient Christians, let
us turn to the pages of his-
tory to see what is written
about the Waldenses and
Albigenses of that time pe-
riod. William Jones in his
History of the Church, chap-
ter 5, section 1, answers that
accusation this way:

“Because they would
not observe saints’ days,
they were falsely supposed
to neglect the Sabbath also,
and called Insabbatati or
Insabbathists.”

Another writer puts it
this way, “They were called
Insabbatati, not because
they were circumcised, but
because they kept the Sab-
bath according to the Jew-
ish law.” Deutsche
Biographie, article,
Goldast. 9, 327. We
can see clearly from
these sources that
these faithful Chris-
tians did believe in
God’s holy and true
Sabbath day. They
did not keep the
saint’s days and
Sunday because
they were merely
inventions of Rome.

As for the alle-
gation that “the Re-
formers went even
farther away from
the teaching of the
New Testament on
the Lord’s day,” let us be-
gin by stating that the Re-
formers understood that the
Sunday observance teach-
ing stood upon a shaky
foundation, and that there
was no New Testament evi-
dence to prove that it
should be kept as the Sab-
bath. While the Reformers

did not come to the under-
standing regarding our ob-
ligation to obey the fourth
commandment, they clearly
understood that
Sundaykeeping was not to
be forced upon the popu-
lace as obligatory. It would
be well for the so-called
reformers of our day to go
back and study about how
the Reformers came to their
conclusions. Perhaps, we
could be spared from re-
peating the mistakes of the
Dark Ages.

The following are the
closing arguments from the
Berea Baptist Banner article
entitled “More Church His-
tory on the Sabbath”:

“While Europe was sur-
rendering her Christian Sab-
bath law, England and Scot-
land, supported by John
Knox, kept the true Chris-
tian Sabbath for the world.
A strong Puritan element of
England sailed in the May-
flower for New England.
They delayed landing and
spent their first Sabbath in

the New World on Clark’s
Island. America in the main
has recognized and
guarded the same sacred
time.”

Was John Knox really
the great defender of Sun-
day sabbatarianism so
strongly implied by the
writer above? On the con-

trary, as we view the pages
of history, we find that the
Puritans of the century fol-
lowing Knox were the real
originators of this ascetic
Sundaykeeping. Consider
as evidence of that fact the
following source:

“The Puritans (q. v.),
who, justly offended by the
vices and frivolity of the
times, . . . added to Sunday-
keeping an austerity by
which neither it nor the
Sabbathkeeping of the Jews
had ever before been
marked. This great party
when predominant for a
time in the reign of Charles
I. [A.D. 1625–1649], availed
themselves of the opportu-
nity to maintain and spread
their Sabbatarian opinions,
not only in numerous trea-
tises, but through what has
proved to be the more last-
ing and influential means of
the Westminster Confession
and Catechisms.

“Chiefly through these
formularies was effectually
introduced into Scotland

that scrupulous abstinence
from recreation as well as
business on Sunday, which
still distinguishes the
people. For it is a mistake
to suppose that either
Sabbatarianism or asceti-
cism was recommended by
Knox [A.D. 1505–1572].
Agreeing with the other Re-

formers, Knox, in setting
forth in his Confession of
Faith (1560) ‘the works of
the First Table,’ says not a
word about the Sabbath.”
Chamber Encyclopaedia
1894, vol. 7, 9.

The writer of the Berea
Baptist Banner then contin-
ues by building a case that
the Puritans brought the
Sunday-sabbath to America.
Then he strongly suggests
that this is what has made
our nation so great. The
above writer also states that
they “delayed landing” so
that they could keep their
Sunday. The obvious impli-
cation of that writer is that,
while the pilgrims had an
opportunity to land, they
did not do so, all in order
that they might keep their
Sunday-sabbath. We find
here a definite misstating of
the historical facts. First of
all, the pilgrims first sighted
land “at early dawn of the
sixty-first day of their voy-
age” [Thursday, November
9, 1620]. And on November

11, “the Mayflower
dropped her an-
chor at noon on a
Saturday near the
close of autumn.”
The Great Repub-
lic, vol. 1, “The
Landing of the Pil-
grims,” by John
Gorham Palfrey,
147–148. The ac-
count goes on to
say that “In the af-
ternoon, ‘fifteen or
sixteen men, well
armed,’ were sent
on shore to recon-
noitre and collect
fuel.” Ibid., 148. So
we see that the pil-

grims first landed on the soil
of the New World on Satur-
day, November 11. As for
the Clark’s Island incident,
referred to by the Baptist
writer, that did not occur
until late on Friday, Decem-
ber 8. An exploration party
landed upon the island be-
cause of a storm where they
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stayed to dry out and re-
coup through Sunday (De-
cember 10, 1620). The de-
layed landing theory falls
flat on its face in light of the
obvious historical facts.

Let us now look a little
closer at the implication that
the Pilgrims “Puritan” Sun-
day-sabbath has made us a
great nation. First of all, we
must ask ourselves the
question, Was it
Sundaykeeping that has ex-
alted our nation, or was it
another principle alto-
gether? I believe that the
farewell address of their
pastor John Robinson, be-
fore they left Holland, con-
tains the foundational prin-
ciples that have made our
nation so great. John
Robinson began his fare-
well sermon as follows:

“ ‘Brethren, we are now
erelong to part asunder, and
the Lord knoweth whether
I shall live ever to see your
faces more. But whether the
Lord hath appointed it or
not, I charge you before
God and His blessed angels
to follow me no farther than
I have followed Christ. If

God should reveal anything
to you by any other instru-
ment of His, be as ready to
receive it as ever you were
to receive any truth of my
ministry; for I am very con-
fident the Lord hath more
truth and light yet to break
forth out of His holy
word. . . .

“ ‘Remember your
church covenant, in which
you have agreed to walk in
all the ways of the Lord,
made or to be made known
unto you. Remember your
promise and covenant with

God and with one another,
to receive whatever light
and truth shall be made
known to you from His
written word; but withal,
take heed, I beseech you,
what you receive for truth,
and compare it and weigh
it with other scriptures of
truth before you accept it;
for it is not possible the
Christian world should
come so lately out of such
thick antichristian darkness,
and that full perfection of
knowledge should break
forth at once.’ Martyn, vol.
5, 70–71”; The Great Con-
troversy, 291–292.

This foundational prin-
ciple of the Pilgrims was
their solemn covenant “ ‘to
walk together in all His
ways made known or to be
made known to them.’ J.
Brown, The Pilgrim Fathers,
74.” The Great Controversy,
291.

It is interesting to note
that the first major work-
day for the newly landed
pilgrims was “Monday,
December 25th, which
was Christmas, of course,
but that made no differ-

ence to the Pilgrims . . . for
they scorned Christmas as
a ‘human invention,’ an-
other Roman ‘corruption,’
a survival from heathen
days.” Saints and Strang-
ers, George F. Willison,
160. The principle they fol-
lowed was “to abandon
everything that could
boast of no other author-
ity than tradition or the
will of man, and to follow
as far as possible the ‘pure’
word of God.” Chambers
Encyclopaedia, 1894, vol.
6, 488. Therefore, we con-
clude that if the Pilgrims
were living today with the
knowledge we have, they
would reject Sunday wor-
ship as a “human inven-
tion” and a Roman “cor-
ruption.” They would
observe the true Bible Sab-
bath, since it is not based
on human tradition, but
upon the pure Word of
God.

Brothers and sisters,
may God keep us faithful
to the principles of reli-
gious freedom that have
made this nation great. !
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Sally and Jim
Hohnberger, of
Restoration
International,
reside in
Polebridge,
Montana, and have
dedicated their
lives full-time to
reaching all
people with the
practical gospel.

Part 2

StudyStudy

Show Thyself
    Approved.

A friend once said to me, “Slow

down your studies so you can

learn faster.” I thought that advice

was foolishness when I first heard

it. How could I ever gain all the knowl-

edge I needed if I didn’t read quickly? How-

ever, when I realized that God was asking

me to slow down in this way, I decided to

try it. Just as we are better nourished when

we don’t eat too fast, I found that by read-

ing more slowly, I did learn faster!

Last month we looked at one color-cod-

ing system that some find useful in mark-

ing their Bibles.

This month we will look at three little

disciplines that have helped me make the

most of my Bible study time—to slow

down and make it practical.

Next month we will finish this series

by discussing how we can best benefit from

topical studies.

,-2%%&I"**(%&!"6;"C("$%6

The first discipline is to pray before

and during study time for divine enlight-

enment. This is a discipline of recogniz-

ing our dependency upon God in order

to read and interpret the Scriptures aright.

Without Christ we will formulate con-

cepts—but not necessarily heavenly con-

cepts and principles. We cannot learn

properly without Christ as our Teacher

leading us continually.

The second discipline is to make a

personal application through reflection

upon what you have just read. This is

not only after reading for an hour, but

rather stopping often—at times it may be

necessary to stop after each verse or sen-

tence within that verse that strikes the

conscience. Stop to let God instruct you.

By slowing down in this way, you will

actually learn faster and remember more.
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Stopping to reflect upon your read-
ing for personal application to
yourself and to your family today,
is worth more than reading large
volumes of information in a super-
ficial, fact-gathering mode, or for
the reproof of others.

God has much to say and teach
us personally. We need to slow
down our reading in order to al-
low Christ to truly lead us and be
our Teacher.

I want you to know that this
way of studying didn’t come natu-
rally to me. I had to deny old ways
and inclinations, and so will you.
My reading seemed awkward
when I first stopped after each
paragraph to discipline myself to
slow down. To develop a new
habit requires repetition before it
becomes a dominating, seemingly
natural habit. However, God will
kindle our minds to think differ-
ently. Often at first He would ask
me a question to prompt me to
think the matter through logically
and objectively. Peculiarities in my
personality didn’t like this method,
but I needed this correction, in-
struction, and experience. My co-
operation and effort is essential—
though difficult at times—but the
rewards of a changing life are well
worth it.

To slow me down, God sug-
gested a variety of ways to help
me think  about and practicalize
what I had just read. Here are a
few:

11111 —Write down meaningful
quotations that have a practical ap-
plication to your life.

22222—Learn how to collect and or-
ganize these quotations into spe-
cific topics or categories. I had to
discipline myself to brevity and a
limited number of quotations. As
you go over and over the gathered
quotations, weed out what is re-
petitive, and save only the best,
practical “how to” quotations on a
particular topic. You can gain a bal-
anced approach to a topic because
counsel will be given from several
perspectives, correcting both ex-
cesses and negligence.

33333—Word studies can be help-
ful, depending upon your person-
ality. For me, I found that too of-
ten I would get so deep into the
multiple word studies that I would
lose the overview of what I was
learning. If I stayed in this type of
studying exclusively, I didn’t grow
in my personal, practical life of
walking and changing with Jesus.
I found that this format of study
was better done on a small scale
to be effective. You will need to
evaluate yourself and seek God’s
directions at all times for which
way is most effective for your walk
with Him and what hinders you.

44444—Sit back in your chair and
ask the Lord, “What does this mean
to me today? How will the appli-
cation of this method of study
change me in
how I relate
to my spouse,
chi ldren or
neighbors to-
day?” As you
think about
the practical
applicat ion,
God then will
impress the
t h o u g h t s
upon your
mind. In this
way God is truly our personal
Teacher.

We, as the students, must be
able to discern the spirits. John
says, “Try the spirits whether they
are of God.” 1 John 4:1.

If the thoughts are of God, they
will lead us to repentance and a turn-
ing away from self-centered or un-
balanced ways. They will be full of
hope that with God I can do what He
is asking. They will call us to a death
of self in Christ Jesus our Lord. All
good things come from God.

Test all your thoughts by Isai-
ah 8:20: “To the law and to the tes-
timony: if they speak not accord-
ing to this word, it is because there
is no light in them.” Satan too, can
suggest thoughts and concepts. If
the thoughts lead to hopelessness,
doubt, despair and a giving up, it
is characteristic that Satan is sug-

gesting these thoughts, and they
must be denied and turned away
from through a connection with
Christ.

55555—End your study time with
ten to fifteen minutes of decision-
making time about how your read-
ings today will change the way you
live. What will you do differently
today? Make a resolve with Christ,
and He will go with you to see that
you do what you have promised.
That is a loving, caring Saviour! Yet
He will not do it for you, but He
will call for a continuous and con-
scious decision and surrender from
you to keep your promise. He
wants you to experience what
grace can do in your flesh—how
you can change your habits today
through cooperation with Him. It
is your effort with Christ that will

make the dif-
ference. Chris-
t iani ty is not
supposed to be
a spineless ,
weak religion
that leaves you
in Satan’s
snares and evil
habits of life to
dominate you.
No, with God
there is power
over all weak-

nesses of the flesh. We haven’t ex-
perienced God’s power consis-
tently because we haven’t given
God our all—our complete coop-
eration with Him—which is our
privilege.

The third discipline is the
most essential part. Now we have
to enter the discipline of respond-
ing to Christ when He calls for our
heart. We must learn to walk with
God through the day, all day long,
learning to say No to self and Yes
to God amidst our daily activities.

These are all disciplines, aren’t
they? God honors even our timid
surrender. He loves to show us His
power. May God bless you as you
seek to follow Christ as a Christian
should! Won’t you try to incorpo-
rate these disciplines into your life
today?  !
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By David Lin

II
n his excellent book Magnificent Disappointment, C. Mervyn Maxwell called
William Miller “the best man available,” and he was absolutely correct. Born
in 1782, William Miller finally gave his heart to Jesus Christ in 1816. Con
cerning his conversion, he wrote, “I saw that the Bible did bring to view just
such a Savior as I needed; . . . I was constrained to admit that the Scriptures

must be a revelation from God; they became my delight, and in Jesus I found a
friend.” Apology and Defense, 5.

Miller began an intense study of the Bible beginning with Genesis. He wrote, “When-
ever I found any thing obscure, my practice was to compare it with all collateral pas-
sages, and by the help of Cruden[’s Concordance] I examined all the texts of Scripture.
. . . Then by letting every word have its proper bearing on the subject of the text, if my
view of it harmonized with every collateral passage in the Bible, it ceased to be a
difficulty.” Ibid., 6.

Then in 1818, Miller discovered the 2300-day prophecy of Daniel 8:14, “Unto two
thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” He was cor-
rect in his understanding that the 2300 days represented 2300 years. The Bible clearly
supports the principle that a “day” represents a “year” in Bible prophecy. See Numbers
14:34; Ezekiel 4:6.

He was also correct about the close connection between Daniel, chapter eight, and
Daniel, chapter nine. He discovered that the 2300-day prophecy began at the same
time as the seventy-week prophecy [literally, 490 years] found in Daniel 9:24–27. Both
time prophecies began in 457 B.C.

When he added 2300 years to 457 B.C. he concluded that this great prophecy ended
in 1843. Later he corrected his calculation to 1844, when he realized that you must add
one year for the year that is missing in the calender between 1 B.C. and A.D 1.

So what was it that was prophesied to happen in 1844? The Bible said, “Unto two
thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” (All emphasis
supplied unless otherwise noted.) Like so many Bible students of his day, Miller be-
lieved that the “sanctuary” in Daniel 8:14 referred to the earth. He thought to himself,
“Is Jesus coming that soon to cleanse the earth with fire? Is He really coming in just
twenty-five to twenty-six years?”

You might think that Miller got so excited that he went out and told all the local
townsfolk within the next few days. You might even imagine a man so zealous to

Jeff Wehr writes
from Rice,
Washington. He
is a co-editor of
Our Firm
Foundation and
regularly serves
as an author and
speaker for
Hope
International.

by Jeff Wehr
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proclaim the soon coming of Christ
that he was making plans to take
this message all across America by
voice and pen. Did he?—Not ex-
actly! Five years passed by before
Miller began to share with individu-
als here and there about the 2300-
day prophecy and Christ’s soon re-
turn. To be sure, Miller was no
fly-by-night sensationalist or end-of-
the-world fanatic. In fact, it was not
until 1831 that he was willing to go
public with his studies on Daniel
8:14. Imagine that! Thirteen years
went by before Miller promised God
that he would preach about the
2300-day prophecy. But there was
one condition which Miller made:
He would only preach this message
if he received an invitation to do
so.

Within one hour of making that
promise to God, his nephew arrived
on horseback with an invitation for
him to present his studies to the
church. Miller did not expect such
an invitation. In fact, he was abso-
lutely furious that he received that
invitation. He walked off into the
maple grove and wrestled with God
over the situation. Finally, he sub-
mitted to God’s will and presented
his studies on Daniel 8:14.

Now, let me ask you a question:
Who wanted William Miller to
preach? Did William Miller want Wil-
liam Miller to preach?—No! It was
God who wanted him to preach that
message!

Now we must ask another im-
portant question: Why did God
choose William Miller to lead out in
the preaching of Daniel 8:14? I be-
lieve it was because William Miller
was the best man available. We all
know that Miller was wrong in his
belief that  Jesus would return to
earth in 1844 to cleanse it with fire.
But remember, none of his contem-
poraries were able to correct him
on this particular point.

In his day, scholars and pastors
were far behind Miller in their un-
derstanding of the prophecies. Many
of them had nothing to say about
the soon return of Jesus. Obviously,
Miller was ahead of them.

Many of these pastors were post-
millenialists—teaching that Christ
was to come spiritually before the
millennium and then physically af-
ter the millennium. They believed

that there would be a thousand
years of peace on the earth before
the physical return of Christ.
Strangely enough, they thought that
the millennium had already arrived,
and they pointed to the great Bible
societies and foreign missions as
proof. Obviously, Miller was more
right than they. He knew that the
Bible said that “evil men and seduc-
ers shall wax worse and worse.”
2 Timothy 3:13. He knew that Christ
was to come literally, phyically, and
visibly to usher in the millennium.
He was correct in being a pre-
millenialist.

Miller was in step with heavenly
agencies when he urged people to
get right with God. In fact, at first,
he believed that the cleansing rep-
resented the removal of sin from the
church. But as he continued his
study he concluded that the cleans-
ing referred to both the cleansing
of the church from sin and the puri-
fication of the earth by fire.

He knew that the 2300-day
prophecy began in 457 B.C. and
ended in A.D. 1844. He knew that
the 2300-day prophecy involved a
judgment-hour message. Clearly, he
was far ahead of his contemporar-
ies who said nothing about the judg-
ment to come. Therefore, he was the
best man available.

However, he did make a mistake.
He was wrong when he assumed
that the cleansing of the sanctuary
at the end of the 2300-day proph-
ecy was the same as the cleansing
of the earth by fire.

Now, we must ask the question:
How did he make this mistake? Wil-
liam Miller knew that there was a
heavenly sanctuary. In fact, on
Miller’s list of things or persons
called “sanctuary” or “temple” in the
Bible, he had “heaven” as second
in a list of seven. But he dismissed
any possibility that the heavenly
sanctuary was in need of any cleans-
ing. He also knew that there was
no earthly temple in need of cleans-
ing. After all, by His sacrifice Jesus
had already put an end to animal
sacrifices in the earthly sanctuary.
Therefore, he reasoned that Daniel
8:14 must refer to the cleansing of
the earth with fire.

Yet, Hebrews 9:22–23 clearly
states that the heavenly sanctuary
was in need of purification as was

the earthly
s a n c t u a r y .
“And almost
all things [con-
cerning the
earthly sanctu-
ary] are by the
law [the cer-
emonial law]
purged with
blood [with
animal sacri-
fices]; and
without shed-
ding of blood
is no remis-
sion [or for-
giveness of
sin]. It was
therefore necessary that the patterns
of things in the heavens [the earthly
sanctuary serving as a pattern of the
heavenly sanctuary] should be pu-
rified with these [that is, with ani-
mal sacrifices]; but the heavenly
things themselves [the heavenly
sanctuary itself] with better sacrifices
than these [with the atoning sacri-
fice of Jesus Christ].”

The apostle Paul declares that
the earthly sanctuary was purified
by animal sacrifices, and that the
heavenly sanctuary will be purified
with “better sacrifices.” This seems
clear enough, so how did William
Miller miss it?

First of all, Hebrews 9:22–23
does not say, “heavenly sanctuary”
but “things in the heavens.” The pas-
sage does not say “cleansed” but
“purified.” It is entirely possible that
neither the Bible nor the Cruden’s
Concordance he was using provided
a cross reference between Daniel
8:14 and Hebrews 9:22–23. But then
again, let us remember that Hebrews
9:22–23 was in everybody else’s
Bible too, and that nobody else
seemed to understand this passage
either.

Another reason that Miller made
his error about Christ returning to
earth in 1844 was his understand-
ing of the latter portions of Daniel’s
prophecies. He saw the four pro-
phetic chapters [chapters two, seven,
eight, and eleven] as parallel visions
that followed a sequence of the rise
and fall of nations followed by a
Christ-centered climax.

For example, the image of
Daniel, chapter two, made up of
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four different
metals, corre-
sponded to
four consecu-
tive empires.
The head of
gold repre-
sented the
Empire of
Babylon. The
silver breast
and arms rep-
resented the
Medes and
Persians. The
brass belly
and thighs
represented
the Grecian

Empire. The legs of iron represented
Rome. And the feet of iron and clay
represented Europe. Then the Stone
cut without human hands, which
smote the image, represented
Christ’s second advent. This Christ-
centered event represents the end
of the time of the end.

In Daniel, chapter seven, we
have the same empires being repre-
sented but with different symbols.
In this vision Babylon is represented
by a lion with eagle wings. The
Medes and Persians are represented
by a bear. The Grecian Empire is
represented by a leopard with four
heads and four wings. Rome is rep-
resented by a ferocious fourth beast
with iron teeth. Europe is repre-
sented by the ten horns found on
the fourth beast. The Papacy is
clearly the little horn power that
arose after the breakup of the Ro-
man Empire. It was described as
being a different kind of power that
would speak great words against the
Most High and wear out the saints
of the Most High. Like chapter two,
the vision ends with a Christ-cen-
tered climax. Here we find a judg-
ment scene when the “Son of man,”
Jesus Christ, comes to the “Ancient
of days,” God the Father. The Judg-
ment is set and the books are
opened.

In Daniel, chapter eight, we have
a continued repetition and enlarge-
ment of the previous visions. How-
ever, in this case, we begin with the
Medes and Persians represented by
a ram with two horns. Then we have
Greece represented by a goat with
a notable horn. Followed again by

pagan Rome and then papal Rome,
both are represented by a little horn.
The Christ-centered climax of
Daniel, chapter eight, is the cleans-
ing of the sanctuary at the end of
the 2300-day prophecy.

In Daniel, chapters eleven and
twelve, we again begin with Medo-
Persia followed by Greece, Rome,
and the Papacy. The Christ-centered
climax in this vision is when Michael
[Jesus] stands up and delivers His
people. See Daniel 12:1. Then the
special resurrection takes place.
Those who have died in the third
angel’s message are raised up to
stand with the 144,000 to witness
the glorious return of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. See Daniel 12:2.

Miller saw these four Christ-
centered climatic events as be-

ing parallel. He assumed that Christ’s
return as the Stone that crushes the
image in chapter two was the same
as Jesus, the Son of man, coming to
the Ancient of Days for the judg-
ment in chapter seven, which was
the same as Christ cleansing the
sanctuary in chapter eight, which
was the same as Michael [or Jesus]
intervening to rescue His people in
chapter twelve. He thought that if
he could find a time prophecy for
any one of these four Christ-cen-
tered events then he had a time
prophecy for all four. Did he have a
time prophecy? Yes indeed! It was
the 2300 days of chapter eight.
Therefore, he concluded that Christ
as the Stone would come in 1844,
that the judgment would end in
1844, that the cleansing of the earth
[which he interpreted as the “sanc-
tuary”] would be cleansed with fire
at Christ’s second coming in 1844,
and that Christ as Michael would res-
cue and resurrect His people in
1844.

This all seems understandably
very logical when you consider that
Babylon as the head of gold in chap-
ter two and as the lion in chapter
seven are parallel in time; that Medo-
Persia as the silver breast and arms,
the bear, and the ram are parallel in
time; that Greece as the brass belly
and thighs, the four-headed leop-
ard, and the goat are parallel in time;
and that Rome as the legs of iron,
the ferocious fourth beast with iron
teeth, and the little horn are paral-

lel in time. If these are all parallel in
time, then these Christ-centered
events are parallel in time.

So what did William Miller over-
look? First of all, in Daniel 7:13 the
“Son of man” is not described as
coming to the earth, but coming to
the “Ancient of days.” The question
then arises: Where is the “Ancient
of days,” God the Father? He is in
heaven. Therefore, Christ was not
coming to earth, but meeting the Fa-
ther in some special place in heaven.

There are only 21 words in
Daniel 7:13, but think how impor-
tant are the details of this verse. I
do not know how Miller missed this
important distinction, but then ev-
erybody else seemed to miss it also
at that time. Therefore, we can con-
clude that William Miller was still
the best man available.

These four visions are, without
question, parallel; however, they are
not identical in describing earth’s fi-
nal scenes. All four Christ-centered
climaxes have to do with the time
of the end, but they do not all spe-
cifically apply to the very end of the
time of the end. Certainly Christ’s
coming as the Stone is the very end
of the time of the end. Christ com-
ing as Michael also describes events
at the very end of the time of the
end. However, when Christ as the
“Son of man” comes to the “Ancient
of days,” although it is the time of
the end, it is not yet the end of the
time of the end. When Christ be-
gins to cleanse the sanctuary in
heaven it is the time of the end, but
it is not the very end of the time of
the end. Again, all four Christ-cen-
tered climatic events focus on the
time of the end, but two of them
[Christ as the Stone and as Michael]
are focused on the very end of the
time of the end, and the other two
[Christ coming to the “Ancient of
days” and beginning His work of
cleansing the sanctuary] are focused
on the beginning of the time of the
end.

So what actually happened when
the “Son of man” came to the “An-
cient of days”? Daniel said, “I be-
held till the thrones were cast down,
and the Ancient of days did sit,
whose garment was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like the pure
wool: his throne was like the fiery
flame, and his wheels as burning
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fire. A fiery stream issued and came
forth from before him: thousand
thousands ministered unto him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him: the judgment was
set, and the books were opened.”
Daniel 7:9–10.

After Daniel saw four ferocious
beasts representing the four con-
secutive world empires coming up
out of the stormy sea of human ac-
tivity, his attention is drawn away
to behold a very different scene—
namely, a heavenly scene. Daniel
beholds the movement of God’s glo-
rious throne which is described as
a “fiery flame, and his wheels as
burning fire.” In verses 21–22,
Daniel again sees the “Ancient of
days” in movement when he wrote,
“I beheld, and the same horn [the
Papacy] made war with the saints,
and prevailed against them [describ-
ing the 1260 years of Papal perse-
cution of God’s true church]; until
the Ancient of days came, and judg-
ment was given to the saints of the
most High.” Soon after the 1260-year
rule of Papal supremacy, the “An-
cient of days” would come and the
judgment would begin and prove
to be in favor of the saints.

Also in this glorious judgment
scene we see millions of angels min-
istering unto God. This reminds us
of that beautiful scene described in
Revelation, chapters four and five,
where the angels worship God in
song and adoration.

As Daniel continued to watch,
he saw record books being
opened, and he wrote that “the
judgment was set.” The judgment
“was set” but it did not begin un-
til “one like the Son of man came
with the clouds of heaven, and
came to the Ancient of days, and
they brought him near before
him.” Daniel 7:13. When Jesus was
taken on a cloud of angels to
where the Father had just moved
His glorious throne, then the judg-
ment began. As Jesus said, “the Fa-
ther judges no man, but hath com-
mitted all judgment unto the Son.”
John 5:22. It was at this glorious
event that the judgment-hour mes-
sage of the first angel was fulfilled,
“Saying with a loud voice, Fear
God, and give glory to him; for the
hour of his [Christ’s] judgment is
come; and worship him that made

heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters.” Rev-
elation 14:7.

Sister White wrote concerning
this heavenly scene, “I saw a throne,
and on it sat the Father and the Son.
. . . I saw the Father rise from the
throne, and in a flaming chariot go
into the holy of holies [the Most
Holy Place compartment] within the
veil, and sit down. Then Jesus rose
up from the throne. . . . A cloudy
chariot, with wheels like flaming
fire, surrounded by angels, came to
where Jesus was. He stepped into
the chariot and was borne to the
holiest, where the Father sat.” Early
Writings, 54–55.

Imagine the solemnity of the mo-
ment—the magnificent music, the
splendor of all those heavenly an-
gels, the glorious throne of God, the
trumpeting of those silver trum-
pets—as Jesus came to the Father
in the Most Holy Place in heaven. It
was, of course, much more glorious
than our finite minds can compre-
hend. As Sister White wrote, that
“the heavenly temple, the abiding
place of the King of kings, where
‘thousand thousands ministered
unto him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before him’
(Daniel 7:10), that temple filled with
the glory of the eternal throne,
where seraphim, its shining guard-
ians, veil their faces in adoration—
no earthly structure could represent
its vastness and its glory.” Patriarchs
and Prophets, 357.

We know that Moses made a
copy here on earth of the

sanctuary in heaven, but it by no
means represented the “vastness”
and the “glory” of that heavenly
sanctuary. For example, the earthly
sanctuary had two compartments,
namely, the holy place (which was
30 feet long and 15 feet wide and
15 feet high) and the Most Holy
Place (which was 15 feet or 10 cu-
bits in length, height, and width).
In the holy place we find the table
of shewbread, the seven-branched
candlestick, and the altar of incense.
In the Most Holy Place we find the
ark of the covenant which contained
the Ten Commandments under-
neath the mercy seat. Above the
mercy seat was the shining light of
God’s presence.

Now let me
ask you a
question: Was
the glory of
God’s shining
presence re-
stricted to the
location just
above the
mercy seat?—
Certainly not!
We know that
the light of
God’s pres-
ence left the
s a n c t u a r y
whenever the
children of Is-
rael moved on
to a new location. In fact, His shin-
ing presence became a cloudy pil-
lar of fire that guided the Israelites
along the way. See Numbers 9:15–
23.

The description of God’s throne
in the book of Ezekiel [chapters one
and ten] is like unto a living throne,
not a static throne. But perhaps the
clearest example of the movement
of God’s throne is when He estab-
lishes it here on the New Earth. See
Revelation 21:10–22:3.

My point is that the “Ancient of
days,” God the Father, moved His
throne into the Most Holy Place in
the heavenly sanctuary where the
books were to be opened for the
judgment. The “Son of man” was
taken up in a cloud of angels and
carried to the Father for the judg-
ment to begin and for the cleansing
of the heavenly sanctuary to take
place.

The Most Holy Place in heaven
is not 15 feet or 10 cubits in length,
height, and width. It is a glorious
place that can hold millions of an-
gels! It is vast and it is glorious! It is
a place distinct from the holy place
in the heavenly sanctuary. As Sister
White wrote, “As Christ’s ministra-
tion was to consist of two great di-
visions, each occupying a period of
time and having a distinctive place
in the heavenly sanctuary, so the
typical ministration consisted of two
divisions, the daily and the yearly
service, and to each a department
of the tabernacle was devoted.” Ibid.

The Most Holy Place in heaven
is so vast that a cloud of angels es-
cort Jesus to the Father. Three times
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in the Bible
we find Jesus
traveling on a
cloud of an-
gels. Each
s u c c e s s i v e
time that He
was carried
on a cloud of
angels, the
event became
more and
more glori-
ous!

The first
time we find
Jesus on a
cloud of an-
gels was

when He ascended up into heaven.
Luke recorded, “And when he
[Jesus] had spoken these things,
while they beheld, he was taken up;
and a cloud received him out of their
sight.” Acts 1:9. And again, “And he
[Jesus] led them out as far as to
Bethany, and he lifted up his hands,
and blessed them. And it came to
pass, while he blessed them, he was
parted from them, and carried up
into heaven.” Luke 24:50–51. I could
imagine that the ascension of Christ
involved many angels. Yet, I believe
that the emphasis of Christ’s ascen-
sion was not on the power and
splendor of a myriad of angels ac-
companying Him on His way to
heaven, but about a very real Jesus
that the disciples had spent three-
and-one-half years with in ministry.
As they watched Him with whom
they had walked and talked, ascend
up into heaven, the One who taught
them how to pray and to exercise
faith in God, the One who had died
for their sins, and who had loved
them with an everlasting love, this
same Jesus was now on His way to
heaven to intercede for them.
Heaven became real to them as they
saw Jesus ascend with a great com-
pany of the heavenly hosts.

The next time Jesus was taken
up in a cloud of angels was when
the 2300-day prophecy was fulfilled
in 1844. I could imagine that many
more angels were involved in es-
corting Jesus to the Father. Thou-
sands upon thousands carried Jesus
to the “Ancient of days” to begin
the work of judgment. Oh what a
glorious scene that must have been!

But the most spectacular and
awe-inspiring time will be when
Jesus is carried by a cloud of angels
on the occasion of His second ad-
vent. This time He will come with
all the heavenly angels. Jesus said,
“When the Son of man shall come
in his glory, and all of the holy an-
gels with him, then shall he sit upon
the throne of his glory: and before
him shall be gathered all nations:
and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his
sheep from the goats: and he shall
set the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left. Then shall the
King say unto them on his right
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Fa-
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the
world.” Matthew 25:31–34.

Here we have the glorious ap-
pearing of Jesus at His second ad-
vent. The books have been opened;
every case has been decided, and
He rewards every man according to
his deeds. See Revelation 22:12.

Miller and his followers longed
to see their friend Jesus come in the
clouds of heaven back to this earth.
But this was not the event proph-
esied in Daniel 7:13 and Daniel 8:14.
However, it will be a glorious event
to be sure! It is an event that God
desires everyone on earth to know
about. And William Miller was the
best Bible student of his day to make
it known.

Miller was right when he said
that the 2300-day prophecy was vi-
tally important. He was right when
he said that the 2300 days repre-
sented 2300 years. He was right
when he said that the 2300-day
prophecy began in 457 B.C. He was
right when He said that the proph-
ecy ended in A.D. 1844. He was
right when he said that the first
angel’s message, concerning the
judgment-hour message, could be
dated in the year of 1844. He was
right when he said Jesus was com-
ing very soon. He was right in tell-
ing people to repent and to pre-
pare for Christ’s return. He was
right when he said Jesus would
come literally and personally. Un-
fortunately, he was wrong when
he said Jesus was coming to the
earth, rather than to the heavenly
sacntuary, in 1844. But he was still
the best man available.

So where does this leave us to-
day? We are the heirs of the greatest
movement, and the recipients of the
best Bible scholarship. We do not
need to be ashamed of the Great
Disappointment—when our Advent
pioneers waited for Jesus to return.
Remember, they were the best Bible
students of their day, and there was
nobody who knew how to correct
their mistakes.

We might confidently say that the
Great Disappointment was indeed
an “Enlightened Disappointment”
that led these courageous and con-
secrated followers of Christ to dis-
cover the all-important work of Jesus
as our High Priest in the heavenly
sanctuary. As a result God now had
a people upon the earth prepared
to proclaim that “the hour of his
judgment is come.”

This judgment-hour message
holds an important and prominent
place in the proclamation of the ev-
erlasting gospel. It ends when hu-
man probation ends. It will declare
the results of the workings of the
plan of salvation over the past 6,000
years.

In the beginning of the Christian
era, the burden of the disciples was
to proclaim to every nation about a
crucified and risen Saviour. As Paul
declared, “for I determined not to
know any thing among you, save
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 1 Cor-
inthians 2:2. They did not speak about
the judgment being in session. In-
stead, Paul spoke about the judgment
to come. See Acts 24:25.

We are the generation that now
must proclaim that “judgment is
come.” And as we draw near to the
end of the end, when Jesus’ work
as our Mediator is almost finished,
when the sheep shall soon be sepa-
rated from the goats for eternity,
when the last case shall soon be
tried, the time has come when God’s
people must present the solemn
truth that the “judgment is come.”
This is the great subject of our time!
The judgment! The judgment!

How does your case stand, dear
brothers and sisters? How does your
neighbor’s case stand? May the Lord
help us regain our vision as a move-
ment to declare this most solemn
message ever given to mortals. Eter-
nity is certainly bound up in it. Our
eternal life depends upon it. !
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IIIII
Kevin Paulson, a
freelance writer,
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Redlands,
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Quo Vadis, a
new bi-monthly
magazine for
Seventh-day
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people.
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THE CONDITIONS OF ETERNAL LIFE

IIIII N A PRESUMED “contrast” between the investigative judgment and the gos-

pel of Scripture, Dale Ratzlaff states:

“The focus of the investigative judgment is on personal deeds in

order that one might be found worthy of eternal life. The good news

of the gospel is that the Father has already qualified us, who believe in

Christ, to share in the eternal inheritance in Christ.” 1

He goes on to denounce Ellen White’s teaching that “the people of

God are to be tested and proved on the basis of the Ten Command-

ments.” 2

Ratzlaff had best take up his argument with Jesus—not with Ellen White! It
was Christ who declared to the rich young ruler, when asked about the condi-
tions of eternal life: “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.”
Matthew 19:17. The Saviour gave an identical answer to the lawyer when He
told the Good Samaritan story. See Luke 10:25–28. The apostle Paul agrees with
Jesus:

“To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and
honour and immortality, eternal life: but unto them that are contentious, and do
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribula-
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and
also of the Gentile.” Romans 2:7–9.



!'      Our Firm FOUNDATION    February  1999

Kevin D. Paul

In the book of Hebrews the same
author writes:

“And being made perfect, he
[Christ] became the author of eter-
nal salvation unto all them that obey
him.” Hebrews 5:9.

When Ratzlaff criticizes historic
Adventists for believing that “God
will judge them on the basis of the
Ten Commandments,” 3 he is directly
conflicting with God’s Word, for that
is exactly what it teaches:

“For whosoever shall keep the
whole law, and yet offend in one
point, he is guilty of all. For he that
said, Do not commit adultery, said
also, Do not kill. Now if thou com-
mit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou
art become a transgressor of the law.
So speak ye, and so do, as they that
shall be judged by the law of lib-
erty.” James 2:10–12.

Ratzlaff claims that just as believ-
ers living in the new covenant are
no longer subject to the ceremonial
law, neither are they subject to the
authority of the Ten Command-
ments:

“Paul says that the problem with
the Galatians was that they wanted
to be under the law. It is clear from
the Epistles that the old covenant
law is seen in its totality. It includes
both the Ten Commandments and
the other laws.” 4

However, Paul makes a very
clear distinction between the obso-
lete ceremonial law and the still-
binding moral law when he writes,
“Circumcision is nothing, and
uncircumcision is nothing, but the
keeping of the commandments of
God.” 1 Corinthians 7:19; see also
Romans 2:25.

Ratzlaff denounces as legalism
certain statements by Ellen White
which speak of our words, actions,
and secret motives deciding our
eternal destiny.5 After citing these
references, he asks in horror, “Who
could meet this test? Whose motives
are one hundred percent right all
the time? . . . This is not the gospel,
it is condemnation.” 6

But again, Ratzlaff had best take
up his argument with the Bible.

Solomon wrote, “Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this is
the whole duty of man. For God
shall bring every work into judg-
ment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it

be evil.” Ecclesiastes
12:13–14.

And once again,
the New Testament
echoes the Old Testa-
ment:

“For we must all
appear before the
judgment seat of
Christ; that every one
may receive the things
done in his body, ac-
cording to that he
hath done, whether it
be good or bad.”
2 Corinthians 5:10.

Ratzlaff makes a
common but unscrip-
tural distinction when
he writes:

“We must be care-
ful not to confuse the
investigative judgment with the
judgment of rewards which is taught
in Scripture. The investigative judg-
ment is a salvation judgment to see
who is worthy of eternal life. In the
new convenant, . . . salvation judg-
ment is based upon faith in Christ
and not upon works, not even
works of righteousness.” 7

While our salvation has been
purchased by the blood of Christ,
the Bible is also very clear that “sal-
vation judgment,” as Ratzlaff calls it,
is based upon the outworking of our
faith in Christ, shown by our right-
eous works or the lack thereof.

In the parable of the sheep and
the goats, Christ declares to His
faithful followers, “Come, ye blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world” (Matthew 25:34),
and then continues, “For I was an
hungred, and ye gave me meat”—
and so forth (verses 35–45). The
structure of this passage makes it
pointedly obvious that obedience or
disobedience is what ultimately de-
cides one’s eternal destiny—not
merely the degree of one’s reward.

Jesus Himself declared, “That ev-
ery idle word that men shall speak,
they shall give account thereof in
the day of judgment. For by thy
words thou shalt be justified, and
by thy words thou shalt be con-
demned.” Matthew 12:36–37. Such
clarity is repeated elsewhere in the
Saviour’s declaration, “If thou wilt
enter into life, keep the command-

ments” (Matthew
19:17), and His state-
ment concerning
commandment-keep-
ing: “This do, and
thou shalt live” (Luke
10:28).

Paul too speaks
of how God “will
render to every man
according to his
deeds” (see Romans
2:6), and then he de-
clares that those
“who by patient con-
tinuance in well do-
ing seek for glory
and honour and im-
mortality” will re-
ceive eternal l ife
(verse 7), while those
who “do not obey

the truth, but obey
unrighteousness,” will experience
God’s wrath (verse 8). Not the slight-
est distinction can be found in these
verses between a “judgment of re-
wards” and a judgment which de-
cides salvation.

In short, there is nothing para-
doxical about the Biblical teaching
of salvation by faith, and judgment
according to works. In the first
place, Biblical salvation is the sav-
ing of people from sin. See Matthew
1:21. The New Testament is clear
that the means of saving us from
sin includes sanctification as well as
justification (see 2 Thessalonians
2:13)—the work of Christ in us as
well as His work for us (see Titus
3:5).

To be saved by faith is not only
to experience forgiveness through
faith (see 1 John 2:1), but also by
faith to allow the Spirit’s power to
work within us to help us overcome
all acts of sin in our lives (see Phil-
ippians 2:12–13).

By contrast, the works which
cannot save (see Romans 3:20, 28;
Galatians 2:16–17; Ephesians 2:8–
9) are those originating from hu-
man beings in their unconverted
state (see Romans 2:17–23). Here
we discover the Bible’s easy solu-
tion to the centuries-old squabble
over whether Paul and James con-
tradicted each other. When James
writes that “by works a man is jus-
tified, and not by faith only”
(James 2:24), he is describing reli-
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gious activity produced by conver-
sion, whereas Paul, when he states
that “by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be justified” (Romans
3:20), is speaking of religious ac-
tivity apart from conversion.

This distinction becomes evident
as we observe that Paul’s illustration
of the justification by works, which
he condemns, is Abraham’s relation-
ship with Hagar, which Abraham per-
formed in his own strength and ac-
cording to his own reasoning. See
Galatians 4:22–24. In contrast, James’
illustration of the justification by
works is Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac
(see James 2:21)—an act performed
by Abraham in God’s strength and in
obedience to God’s command.

Either way, according to Scrip-
ture, behavior decides our destiny.
The only question is, Will this be-
havior be motivated and empow-
ered by God, or motivated and em-
powered by self?

1"((&J%("%#%26&J%&G97>%7K
Ratzlaff places great emphasis on

the words of John 5:24: “He that
heareth my word, and believeth on
him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into con-
demnation; but is passed from death
unto life.”

Ratzlaff uses the New American
Standard Version of the Bible in his
book, which follows most other
modern translations in rendering the
word “condemnation” as “judg-
ment.” Ratzlaff therefore maintains
that this verse teaches that believ-
ers in Christ will not have to face
the judgment:

“He who believes is not
judged. . . . In other words, the truth
of justification by faith is that the
verdict of ‘not guilty’ has already
been given to those who believe!
And that is the good news of the
gospel! And that is why true believ-
ers do not ‘come into judgment,’ be-
cause they have already been
judged ‘in Christ.’ ” 8

But when the Bible is allowed
to be its own interpreter, it is clear
that the King James Version, as well
as the New International Version, are
correct in using the word “condem-
nation” in John 5:24. (See the sidebar
at the end of this article.)

There are three types of “judg-
ment” in Scripture; any one of which

may be referred to in a given refer-
ence: 1) investigative/examination;
2) sentencing/condemnation; and
3) executive/punishment. Context
and the Biblical consensus tell the
difference.

We have clearly seen in both Old
and New Testaments that all must
appear before God’s judgment seat
to have their actions evaluated,
whether they be good or evil. See
Ecclesiastes 12:14; 2 Corinthians
5:10. So when John 5:24 speaks of
believers not coming “into judg-
ment,” it is condemnation that is re-
ferred to—not examination. We
have already seen Christ’s state-
ments about our having to give an
account in the judgment for “every
idle word” (see Matthew 12:36–37),
and that divinely-empowered com-
mandment-keeping is the condition
for receiving eternal life (see Mat-
thew 19:17; Luke 10:25–28). Jesus
certainly did not contradict Himself,
nor did He contradict the apostle
Paul, who declares that “we must
all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 5:10.

We must also recognize that
when belief is stated to be the con-
dition of salvation in the New Tes-
tament (see John 3:16; Acts 16:31),
this belief is never defined in con-
trast with the obedience belief pro-
duces. Biblical belief is not mere in-
tellectual acknowledgment; it is the
surrender of the heart and life to
God’s transforming power, which is
what the new birth and true obedi-
ence are all about. See John 3. Those
who have this belief, which includes
obedience (see John 3:36, RSV), will
escape condemnation (see John
5:24).

G97>%7&H0& *-%&8;2"C*92%6
Ratzlaff’s book insists that the

sanctuary doctrine has been “judged
by the gospel” and found wanting.
The problem is that Ratzlaff’s view
of the gospel has been judged by
the Scriptures and found wanting.
The doctrine of salvation by justifi-
cation alone; the belief that we are
saved entirely by the work of Christ
for us and not also by His work in
us; the belief that new convenant
grace makes belief the only condi-
tion of salvation rather than also
obedience to the Ten Command-
ments; the denial of sinless perfec-

tion in this life—all these teachings
represent a “gospel” foreign to the
pages of the Bible. What Ratzlaff
calls “the acid test”—agreement be-
tween one’s theology and the new
covenant gospel of grace9—is nota-
bly flunked by his own “gospel” the-
ology.

We therefore conclude that the
most basic dispute of evangelicals
like Ratzlaff against the sanctuary
doctrine is without Biblical support.
Our next article will examine other
arguments by Ratzlaff against the
sanctuary doctrine itself. !

REFERENCES:
! !"#$%&"'(#"))*%!"#$%&'()*$+,*(-).#$,/$0#1#.("2

345$631#.()7(78$6.$914.:#')*4'$;#7,&-*#<6.

6==#4'$(,$0#1#.("2345$631#.()7($>#43#-7")=

+,$-./"*%012%34)$%05567"/8$%94/45'74$5*%:;;<=*

>?@A
" BC4-A*%>?DA
# BC4-A*%>?EA
$ BC4-A*%F>G%+$HIJ"545%.74K4/"#=A
% L##$/%MA%NJ4'$*%0=)-)($,/$?-,="#*5@%O.#A%G*%F::P

A4.&7*-)=($;#'#47#7@%O.#A%:<*%IA%F?*%Q6.'$-

CR%&"'(#"))*$%&'()*$+,*(-).#@%:?>*%>F<*%>F?A
& &"'(#"))*$%&'()*$+,*(-).#@%>F?A
' BC4-A*%>:>%+$HIJ"545%.74K4/"#=A
( BC4-A*%><;S>?@%+$HIJ"545%.74K4/"#=A
) BC4-A*%F:;A

<+2&<92*-%2&8*970
Some Bible students will be

interested to know that the
Greek word translated “con-
demnation” in John 5:24 (KJV)
refers to the condemnation or
punishment type of judgment in
many other scriptures. A concor-
dance will show that the same
Greek word is translated in the
KJV New Testament as follows:

“Damnation”: Matthew
23:33; Mark 3:29; John 5:29

“Condemnation”: John 3:19;
5:24

“Accusation”: 2 Peter 2:11;
Jude 1:9

“Judgment”: Matthew 5:21–
22; 10:15; 11:22, 24; 12:18, 20,
36, 41–42; 23:23; Mark 6:11;
Luke 10:14; 11:31–32, 42; John
5:22, 27, 30; 7:24; 8:16; 12:31;
16:8, 11; Acts 8:33; 2 Thessalo-
nians 1:5; 1 Timothy 5:24; He-
brews 9:27; 10:27; James 2:13; 2
Peter 2:4, 9; 3:7; 1 John 4:17;
Jude 1:6, 15; Revelation 14:7;
16:7; 18:10; 19:2
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Dear youth,
A disposition in you to dress

according to the fashion, and to
wear lace and gold and artificials for
display, will not recommend to oth-
ers your religion or the truth that
you profess. People of discernment
will look upon your attempts to
beautify the external as proof of
weak minds and proud hearts.
Simple, plain, unpretending dress
will be a recommendation to my
youthful sisters. In no better way can
you let your light shine to others
than in your simplicity of dress and
deportment. You may show to all
that, in comparison with eternal
things, you place a proper estimate
upon the things of this life.

Now is your golden opportunity
to form pure and holy characters for
heaven. You cannot afford to de-
vote these precious moments to
trimming and ruffling and beautify-
ing the external to the neglect of
the inward adorning. “Whose adorn-
ing let it not be that outward adorn-
ing of plaiting the hair, and of wear-
ing of gold, or of putting on of
apparel; but let it be the hidden man
of the heart, in that which is not
corruptible, even the ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in
the sight of God of great price.”

God, who created everything
lovely and beautiful that the eye
rests upon, is a lover of the beauti-
ful. He shows you how He estimates
true beauty. The ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit is in His sight
of great price. Shall we not seek
earnestly to gain that which God
estimates as more valuable than
costly dress or pearls or gold? The

gloomy.
An in-
s p i r e d writer has
said: “But the path of the
just is as the shining light, that
shineth more and more unto the
perfect day. The way of the wicked
is as darkness: they know not at
what they stumble.”

And shall the young live vain and
thoughtless lives of fashion and fri-
volity, dwarfing their intellect to the
matter of dress and consuming their
time in sensual pleasure? . . .

While you pray, dear youth, that
you may not be led into temptation,
remember that your work does not
end with the prayer. You must then
answer your own prayer as far as
possible by resisting temptation, and
leave that which you cannot do for
yourselves for Jesus to do for you.
You cannot be too guarded in your
words and in your deportment, lest
you invite the enemy to tempt you.
Many of our youth, by their care-
less disregard of the warnings and
reproofs given them, open the door
wide for Satan to enter. With God’s
Word for our Guide and Jesus as our
heavenly Teacher we need not be
ignorant of His requirements or of
Satan’s devices and be overcome by
his temptations. It will be no un-
pleasant task to be obedient to the
will of God when we yield ourselves
fully to be directed by His Spirit.

Testimonies, vol. 3, 376–377.

inward adorning, the grace of meek-
ness, a spirit in harmony with the
heavenly angels, will not lessen true
dignity of character or make us less
lovely here in this world.

Religion, pure and undefiled, en-
nobles its possessor. You will ever
find with the true Christian a marked
cheerfulness, a holy, happy confi-
dence in God, a submission to His
providences, that is refreshing to the
soul. By the Christian, God’s love
and benevolence can be seen in
every bounty he receives. The beau-
ties in nature are a theme for con-
templation. In studying the natural
loveliness surrounding us, the mind
is carried up through nature to the
Author of all that is lovely. All the
works of God are speaking to our
senses, magnifying His power, ex-
alting His wisdom. Every created
thing has in it charms which inter-
est the child of God and mold his
taste to regard these precious evi-
dences of God’s love above the
work of human skill. . . .

It is absence of religion that
makes the path of so many profes-
sors of religion shadowy. There are
those who may pass for Christians
but who are unworthy of the name.
They have not Christian characters.
When their Christianity is put to the
test, its falsity is too evident. True
religion is seen in the daily deport-
ment. The life of the Christian is
characterized by earnest, unselfish
working to do others good and to
glorify God. His path is not dark and

!"#
Christian Dress
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I received the notice
that you are going to use
color in the future. This I
was sorry to hear because,
though the magazine
looks better, I can hardly
read print over color due
to my limited sight.
Perhaps you can use the
color so it doesn’t become
the background for
printing. Thanks!

I enjoy the Firm
Foundation; the format
and detail make it a
special publication.
Continue to use these
qualified writers to
instruct each of us. Soon
Jesus will come. We look
for that day.

WW, Washington

We are enclosing a
donation to help with
the printing of Our Firm
Foundation. Sounds
great to go full-color! We
appreciate the paper and
the messages presented
each month.

The events taking
place indeed tell us that
Jesus is coming soon.
What a privilege we have
in the messages by Ellen
White! IB, Oregon

Your monthly
magazine Our Firm
Foundation is a blessing
to us! We are thankful
that a friend introduced
us to it. It is full of
truths—God’s truths.
May God bless you all
for your endeavors.

PD, Michigan

Thank you for the
most informative Our
Firm Foundation, which
I do read and pass on to
the brethren. May God
continue to bless you all
at Hope International as
you work to save souls

that are in darkness and
to prepare a people for
the soon return of Jesus.

EC, Guyana

I am a lay preacher
and a literature
evangelist in our area of
about fifty towns and
villages. I have come
across a booklet from
your outfit entitled
Signposts of the Second
Coming of Christ. I find it
to be one of the most
wonderful booklets I
have come across!

I would be very
grateful if you will send
me copies of the
booklets to let me reach
many people who do not
understand anything
about the Bible Sabbath,
as the majority of the
people here are
Sundaykeepers.

I appreciate the good
work you are doing to
reach all people, nations,
and tribes with the
hidden treasure of the
good news of the
kingdom. PA, Africa

I wish to express my
sincere thanks to our
heavenly Father for the
great ministry you are
doing. Thank you for
your personal sacrifice. If
only the mainstream
church would return to
the old-time religion.

Your books and Our
Firm Foundation were
introduced to me this
year. Your books have
been a great spiritual
blessing to my wife and
me. I use your books
extensively in my talks
and sermons. You have
blessed my ministry and
opened my eyes to many
important issues.

AB, South Africa

Please renew my
subscription to Our Firm
Foundation. I don’t want
to miss a single issue. I
like articles such as the
one on the SDA
Reformed Church—it
was quite educational
and fair. Many of us have
been wondering about
them.

I am unable to pay
for my renewal at this
time, but I am sending
you a $10 donation.
Please do not remove my
name from your mailing
list for any reason. I
need Our Firm
Foundation!

JR, California

I am applying for a
free subscription to your
magazine. I am a Seventh-
day Adventist. I want your
magazine to help me get
insight into our faith. I
hope you will give me the
magazine. I am a student
and have not enough
money  to pay for it.
Thank you. TT, Ghana

From Behind
Prison Bars

I’m writing this note
to let you know how
much I appreciate your
help with study material.
I am much interested in
the sanctuary subject. If
you have anything on
that it would be a
blessing. Also, anything
on Daniel and Revelation
would be helpful.
Anything from Ellen G.
White also.

Thank you so much
for your help.

GW, California

I am writing to you in
hopes you might be able

to help in the study of
prophecy—in the books
of Daniel and Revelation.
I am currently in prison
and without funds, but
whatever you could send
me would be greatly
appreciated.

A Christian brother
here that is a Seventh-
day Adventist has shared
a lot with me about your
views on the Bible, and I
like very much what he
teaches me. I have two
books now—The Desire
of Ages and The Great
Controversy. I just love
reading them. I would
really like a
correspondence course
and any other literature
you can send. Thank
you.

DY, California

I would like to
receive your Bible study
materials. In 1994 I
learned about Jesus
Christ and was baptized
into the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Then I
turned away from God,
and I’ve been in prison
ever since. My grandpa
told me how good your
lessons are, and about
the good books you
send. I sure need them
now as I try to find my
way back to God.

VN, Louisiana

Greetings in the name
of Jesus! I just ran across
one of your tracts—A
Test and A Sign. This is a
very interesting concept.
Do you have anything
else on the Jewish
Sabbath? Do you have a
Bible study I could do,
as I have a lot of spare
time on my hands and I
enjoy study.

JW, Oregon

Con-
on
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Magnificent Disappointment  is a landmark book that
rejoices, not in the “disappointment,” but in the glorious

commencement of the final stages of our redemption. This
book uncovers the misunderstandings about what really

happened in heaven on that October day in 1844.

How does 1844 relate to the Sabbath, how we conduct
our worship services, and how we live our everyday lives? Is

the Investigative Judgment good news or bad news? Must
we—can we—be like Jesus? You will find answers to these

questions and many more in this outstanding book. You will
see how the rediscovered truths relating to 1844 will make a
difference—not only in the way you await the sure return of

Jesus but also in the way you live today.
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Over 80 priceless resource books from the pens of the
early Adventist pioneers and from the Spirit of Prophecy
are now available in an affordable and unabridged for-
mat. Some of the finest and most important works ever
written are included on this single CD-Rom. These books
chronicle the growth and development of the Adventist
faith. They should be a topic of study for laypersons and
scholars alike.

This CD-Rom uses the Adobe “Acrobat” reader, and it
will run under Windows 3.1, Windows 95, or Macintosh.
Obtain your copy today!
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You’ve seen the quality drawings in Our Firm Foundation.
Many of them were drawn by Bob Bresnahan and Joel Allen.

Now these artists have released many of their drawings for your
use and enjoyment. These pictures may be used royalty-free by

individuals, churches, schools, and other organizations—great
for your church bulletins, outreach work, and many other

projects! The files are large in size in order to reproduce the
best in graphic quality.
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