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Vantage Point

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are called to his purpose,” Romans 8:28.

Many of the almost 270,000 members of the Southern Union, throughout our 
journeying together in this segment of the vineyard, have drawn strength and comfort 
from this powerfully relevant passage. In the midst of trials, perplexities, and perse-
cutions, this text has been a rock beneath the feet of many. Though to outward sight, 
things seemed to work against their good. Though to carnal reason, things appeared 
to be working for their ill. Nevertheless, faith knew it was far otherwise.

“All things work together.” The first thought occurring to us is this: What a 
glorious Being God is to allow things to work the way they do. What a frighten-
ing amount of evil is in constant motion. What an incalculable quantity of opposing 
self-interests are at work. What a vast army of rebels are fighting against God. What 
hosts of superhuman creatures are ever opposing the Lord. And yet, high above all, 
is GOD, in undisturbed calm, complete master of the situation. But this is not nearly 
as marvelous as His bringing good out of evil in all the complicated occurrences of 
human life, and making even the power and malice of Satan’s destructive works to 
minister good for His children.

“All things work together for good.” This must be so for three reasons. First, be-
cause all things are under the absolute control of the Governor of the Universe. Sec-
ond, because God desires our good and nothing but our good. Third, because even 
Satan himself cannot touch a hair of our heads without God’s permission, and then 
only for our further good. Not all things are good in themselves or in their tenden-
cies, but God makes all things work for our good. Nothing enters our lives by blind 
chance, nor are there any accidents. Everything is being moved by God with this end 
in view: our good. The subservience of everything to God’s eternal purpose works in 
our best interest.

“To them that love God.” This is the grand distinguishing feature of every true 
Christian. These saints are those who love God. They all believe in Christ; they all 
love God. They love Him for the gift of the Savior; they love Him as a Father in 
whom they confide; they love Him for His personal excellences, His holiness, wis-
dom, and faithfulness. They love Him for His conduct: for what He withholds and 
for what He grants, for what He rebukes and for what He approves. “We love Him 
because He first loved us.”

“Those who are called according to His purpose.” The call is not according to 
the merits of men, but according to the Divine purpose: “Who hath saved us  with 
an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and 
Grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,” 2 Timothy 1:9.

Your many sufferings today are carefully permitted by God. All things are work-
ing together for our good.  And so, troubled soul, the “much tribulation” will soon be 
over. And as you enter the “kingdom of God,” you shall then see no longer “through 
a glass darkly,” but in the unshadowed sunlight of the Divine Presence, that “all 
things” do “work together” for your personal and eternal good.

Ron C. Smith,
D.Min., Ph.D. 
Southern Union
President

All Things Work 
Together for Good
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Cover Feature

The great saying of Jesus, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive,” 
Acts 20:35 NIV, took on more signifi-
cance when, in the summer of 2009, 
I experienced a very strange act — 
strange because it seldom happens.

The occasion was the first men’s 
ministries convention in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica. Among the 2,500 in atten-
dance was a very special person — a 
celebrity of sorts. This man migrated to 
Mexico from Jamaica in the 1960s and, 
during those years, became a famous 
wrestler and movie actor. He also 
excelled in business. I had heard and 
read about him in the sports history 
books, but fate had it that we would 
cross paths in a personal way during 
1992 to 1995.

I, too, migrated to Mexico, along 
with my family, in the early 1990s for 

the purpose of education. While at 
Montemorelos University (a Seventh-
day Adventist institution of higher 
learning in Mexico), I was introduced 
to this famous Jamaican-Mexican mov-
ie star by a mutual friend. This movie 
star had grown up in the Adventist 
Church in Jamaica. After many years 
of public acting, he strayed away from 
the Church of his childhood, but now 
had returned to God. He was very 
engaged in Christian education and 
spreading the Gospel to his famous 
counterparts.

After a brief visit with me and my 
family, this fellow Jamaican was so 
impressed with our bold and ambi-
tious transition that he, unsolicited, 
contributed to our living and studying 
expenses for the next two years.

Unfortunately, we maintained 

contact for only a few years. As we mi-
grated to the United States and traveled 
to different states, we lost contact with 
him. More than 10 years had passed 
since we last communicated.

At the end of the men’s ministries 
service in Montego Bay, while I was 
greeting old friends and hundreds 
of worshipers who claimed to have 
been blessed by the message God 
gave them that day, this famous movie 
personality raced through the crowd, 
screamed out my name, embraced 
me with tears in his eyes, and said, 
“This is the greatest day of my life. I 
never thought that I would ever see 
you again. I thought that I would die 
before I saw you again. To have met 
and helped your family was the most 
fulfilling experience of my life. I would 
do it over again simply because God 

JoyThe

ofGiving
By Conrad S.G. dunCan
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has blessed me in unbelievable ways. 
Thank you for crossing my path in 
Mexico.”

The people around me that day 
had never seen nor heard such ex-
ultant jubilation. They stood amazed 
at the sight and sound of the man’s 
actions and words. Both he and I were 
convinced that God, and not man, 
brought us together so far away from 
our native homeland. The manner of 
his actions that day left the onlook-
ers thinking that I was the one who 
helped him. Actually, it was the other 
way around. This was a classic case 
where the giver was more cheerful to 
give than the receiver was cheerful to 
receive. Then and there, I saw Jesus’ 
statement coming to life: “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.”

It is generally believed that the 
greatest joys and satisfaction come 
from giving to others and enabling the 
joy of other people’s lives. One couple 
concluded:

Our attitudes about sharing versus 
hoarding, giving versus gathering, 
speak volumes about the condition 
of our heart and soul. What’s more, 
giving can be a tremendously positive 
aspect of your relationship, bringing 
joy and fulfillment as you demonstrate 
gratitude to God by helping others.

 —Palmer, Bethany and Scott; 
Cents & Sensibility; NavPress Publishing 
Group, 2005

One gives because it is a pleasure 
to bring pleasure and satisfaction to 
others. Giving with a grateful heart 
produces joy every time one gives, re-
gardless of the quantity of the gift. The 
most appreciated gifts are those given 
out of sacrifice, not surplus. Jesus com-
mended the widow for her two mites, 
not the wealthy with their two million 
(Mark 12:41-43). She gave joyfully of 
her best. Regardless of how much and 
how often we give, we should enjoy 
doing it.

The subject of charitable giving, or 
even required giving, does not have to 
be a source of distress or discomfort. 
As in the case of the movie personal-
ity I met, giving can and should be a 
source of freedom and fulfillment. It is, 
indeed, “more blessed to give than to 
receive.” Put yourself at the receiving 
end and see how good it feels. Yet, 

according to the Bible, it should feel 
even better to be the one doing the 
giving.

Randy Alcorn, author of The Treasure 
Principle, points out a fundamental con-
nection between our spiritual lives 
and how we think about and handle 
money. He even refers to Jesus’ state-
ment that says, “For where your trea-
sure is, there your heart will be also,” 
Matthew 6:21 NIV. Still, many people 
are reluctant to give. The good news 
is that more people are willing to give 
than those who are not.

The following seven points speak 
directly to some sound reasons for 
people, even Christian people, to give:

1. God is the owner of  everything, 
even my paycheck. “To the Lord your 
God belong the heavens, even the 
highest heavens, the earth and every-
thing in it,” Deuteronomy 10:14 NIV. 
He even gives us the power and op-
portunity to get wealth (Deuteronomy 
8:18). God advocates for our prosper-
ity. 

2. God is honored when we give. 
Giving should not be an act of duty, 
but of gratitude. Says Solomon, the 
wise man, “Honor the Lord with your 
wealth,” Proverbs 3:9 NIV. Sharing our 
resources is one way of acknowledg-
ing that the Creator of the Universe is 
in charge and sovereign over all the 
world. As Job said, “The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord,” Job 1:21 
KJV. It is better to give than to lose 
what we have. 

3. Giving changes others. In The 
Treasure Principle, and also quoted in 
Bethany and Scott Palmer’s book, Cents 
& Sensibility, Randy Alcorn wrote, “Be-
cause we give, eternity will be different 
— for others and for us.” Whenever 
we give money to help others, their 
lives are changed for the better, and 
forever. 

4. Give without expecting anything 
back. A gift is something we give with 
no strings attached; otherwise, it be-
comes a tradeoff. Sir Winston Churchill 
once said, “We make a living by what 
we get. We make a life by what we 
give.” Giving not only changes others, 
it also leaves the giver enriched and 
enhanced. Wasn’t it the wise man 
Solomon who said that God will per-

sonally reward those who give to the 
less fortunate? 

5. Make giving to God a priority. 
Give to God first, since He is the one 
Who gives us all things. Again, “Honor 
the Lord with your wealth, with the 
first fruits of all your crops,” Proverbs 
3:9 NIV. “But seek ye first [not second, 
or last] the kingdom of God,” Matthew 
6:33 KJV. Whatever we give should 
come right off the top, not from the 
bottom of the budget. A good motto to 
live by is, “Give to God what is right, 
not what is left,” (from a church sign I 
saw in Colorado Springs). 

6. Give cheerfully. If you have ever 
received a gift from someone who was 
not happy to share, you would prob-
ably understand how much was lost 
from that gift. The purpose and impact 
of the gift were spoiled. You probably 
felt like returning or even refusing the 
gift. Scripture declares, “God loves a 
cheerful giver,” 2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV. 
Giving cheerfully means giving without 
grumbling, whining, or reluctance. 
Being cheerful is not an emotion as 
much as it is a choice, and everyone 
can decide to give with a cheerful and 
positive attitude. 

7. Give as a Family. Children 
learn the value of giving when par-
ents practice it. It is good to identify a 
project for the whole family to support. 
Church and special funds for charitable 
purposes are two worthy entities to 
which families may give. In this way, 
children learn to be unselfish, kind, 
and generous from an early age. 

Conclusion
Our heavenly Father has given so 

much to this planet and, more spe-
cifically, to man — you and me. We 
are, indeed, abundantly blessed. The 
interesting thing is that God enjoys 
giving. It pleases Him to give, and this 
explains why He constantly gives ev-
erything to everyone. For God, living is 
giving. And for my movie star friend in 
Mexico, giving is the source of real joy. 
I am a firsthand witness of this fact. As 
God has given joyfully, we do well to 
share the joy of giving.    

Conrad S.G. Duncan is the steward-
ship and adult Sabbath School director at 
Florida Conference.
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Miracle in the 
Parking Lot

By ruthie JaCoBSen

I want to tell you a wonderful, 
true story, but before I do, let me ask 
a question.

Have you ever asked yourself, 
“What would motivate me to spend 
more time in prayer? I go through 
my list pretty fast, then get up off my 
knees and rush on to the next thing. 
But, I have read that where there is 
‘more prayer, there is more power,’ 
and I want that. I want to know the 
God I meet with in prayer. I read 
incredible promises in Scripture, but 
often they seem to fit someone else 
better than they fit me.”

Years ago my friend Dick East-
man wrote a little book that became 
a best-seller. In the years since it has 
become a classic. You probably have 
seen it: The Hour that Changes the 

World. Dick teaches from Scripture 
(and these principles are also under-
scored in the writings of Ellen White) 
that we can pray, believe, expect, and 
receive. There is a science to prayer. 
The message is clear: God listens to 
the prayers — especially the desper-
ate cries of His children. 

In his book, Eastman divides 
the hour into 12 five-minute seg-
ments, and teaches how to use each 
five-minute section in a different 
way. He begins with five minutes of 
praise, then thanksgiving, Scripture 
praying, confession, intercession, 
etc. Nearly 3,000,000 copies of the 
book have been sold worldwide, 
and Christians of all faiths have 
been grateful for the way it has em-
powered their prayer lives.

Now DVDs are also available 
which teach the content of the book 
as a class, and from their headquarters 
office in Colorado, churches can invite 
trained instructors to come and lead 
their congregation in the study.

A pastor in Arkansas, after read-
ing the book, felt committed to put-
ting the plan into daily practice in his 
own life. He was surprised when he 
first began following the outline of the 
book, that an hour passed so quickly, 
and how strengthened and renewed 
he felt after this time with God. He 
began to dream about what could 
happen in the lives of his members 
if they spent an hour in meaningful 
prayer each day.

His members were inspired to 
read the book, but they also wanted 

Southern Union Feature
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to attend a class together, and to 
invite an instructor to come and lead 
them. They learned that the only 
stipulation was that all those attend-
ing must have their own copy of the 
book or syllabus to follow and fill out 
together as the course progressed. 
The church was thrilled when 200 en-
rolled for the class, so they promptly 
ordered 200 books and sent an invita-
tion for a teacher. 

On the day the class was to begin, 
the instructor arrived, rented a car, 
and drove to the church. The pastor 
was happy to see him, and his first 
words were, “Good news! Excitement 
is building and we now have 350 
enrolled for the class tonight!” The 
teacher’s heart sank. Where could he 
possibly come up with an additional 
150 books by class time?

The teacher walked into the dark-
ened sanctuary and prostrated himself 
on the floor. “God,” he said, “You 
have a problem. This is all about You 
and Your people, and I need 150 more 
books before tonight.”

Before long he felt impressed (as 
Moses had at the Red Sea) to get up 
and do something, but he reminded 
God that he didn’t know what to do. 
Yet, he was sure that God wanted him 
to go somewhere, so he went out of 
the church, got in his car, and drove 
down the street away from the church. 
“God, please direct me. I don’t know 
what to do,” he mused, half out loud. 
Strangely, the thought that came clearly 
to his mind was “McDonalds.” He 
laughed because he was certain God 
wouldn’t send him to 
a fast food place to get 
books. Yet nothing else 
came to his mind, so 
he soon found himself 
approaching the golden 
arches. He parked, 
walked into the restau-
rant, ordered something 
to drink, and sat down, 
puzzled.

He didn’t have long 
to wait before he heard 
a very familiar voice: 
“Daddy!” He turned 
to see his daughter 
who was attending a 
Christian college, and 

who was on her way home for spring 
break.

“What are you doing here?” they 
both asked. The father explained 
about the class starting that evening, 
and his desperate need for 150 more 
books. “Oh, Daddy, that’s no prob-
lem,” his daughter replied. “We just 
had that course on campus, and had 
some books left over, but my profes-
sor asked me to take them home and 
get them to you to save him the cost of 
shipping. I have them with me.”

They rushed out to their cars, and 
as they transferred the boxes from her 
trunk to his they were counting. You 
know how many there were, don’t 
you? You’re right — exactly 150!

They thanked the Lord there in the 
parking lot for His miracle. Then she 
told her father about her difficult week. 
She had overslept that morning after a 
hectic week of finals and term papers, 
and then had given all her cash to her 
roommate to help her get home for the 
break.

She and her suite-mate had 
planned to cash a check for gas and 
food as they drove home, but they 
soon discovered that no bank would 
cash a check for an out-of-state col-
lege student.

They were feeling pretty desper-
ate as they approached the city where, 
unbeknownst to them, her father was 
having his class and struggling with 
his own dilemma. They counted their 
coins — all the money they had — 
and found only $2.32. About that time 
they saw the huge billboard advertising 

McDonalds. Praying and crying and 
wondering what to do, they decided to 
stop and at least get some french fries 
while they pondered what their next 
step should be.

“Oh, Daddy,” she squealed as she 
hugged her father, “Now I know how 
I’m going to get home!” They sensed 
that God had brought them together 
in His own way, and let them experi-
ence a divine provision they would 
never forget.

You may want to share this little 
story in your church. The churches 
that are “saturated” with prayer are 
making the greatest difference in their 
communities.

Ask the Lord how to make prayer 
the priority — personal prayer, family 
prayer, and corporate prayer expe-
riences. Take advantage of prayer 
retreats planned by your church and 
conference, Days of Prayer, and other 
resources that are available. God has 
promised in Daniel 11:32 (my para-
phrase) that if we know Him inti-
mately, He will make us strong and 
able to do bold and daring things for 
His glory.    

For more information, visit www.
NADprayerministries.org. Resources: 
How to Pray, The Hour that Changes 
the World — Prayer Steps.

Or the direct link is: http://www.
nadprayerministries.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/01/The_Hour_that_
Changes_the_World_Prayer_Steps.pdf

Ruthie Jacobsen is the prayer 
ministries coordinator for the North 
American Division.

CONFERENCE DIRECTOR EMAIL ADDRESS CONTACT NUMBER

CAROLINA Debbie Rapp drapp@carolinasda.com 704-596-3200            

FLORIDA	 Abel	Paulin	 abel.paulin@floridaconference.com	 407-644-5000

GEORGIA- Mark Piotrowski mwpiotrowski@earthlink.net 706-629-7951
CUMBERLAND

GULF STATES Amy Mapp amymapp@bellsouth.net 334-272-7493              

KENTUCKY- Gail McKenzie gmckenzie@kytn.net 615-859-1391
TENNESSEE                       

SOUTH ATLANTIC Oscar Sherrod omorrison@southatlantic.org 404-792-0535                      

SOUTH CENTRAL Roy Rugless roy.rugless@scc-adventist.org 256-216-1101

SOUTHEASTERN Nicolle Brise nbrise@aol.com   352-735-3142 

ContaCt your ConferenCe’s Prayer Ministries 
DireCtor for 2013 Prayer ConferenCe Dates
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A Call for Worldwide Prayer 
Church members around the 

world are invited to participate in the 
upcoming 10 Days of Prayer initiative 
(formerly called Operation Global 
Rain), January 9-19, 2013. The theme 
for the 10 Days of Prayer is taken 
from 2 Peter 1:1-11, where Peter sets 
forth the divine plan for the develop-
ment of Christian character (see Acts 
of the Apostles, pp. 529-530).  Hope 
Channel and the General Conference 
Ministerial Association will partner 
to produce a nightly live broadcast 
of Let’s Pray. Ministry editor Derek 
Morris, D.Min., will join Let’s Pray 
host Kandus Thorp, to discuss the 
daily points of focus, while host 
David Franklin, pastor, will be on 
location with various church groups 
participating in the 10 Days of Prayer 
initiative. 

The purpose in setting aside 
10 days in January for prayer is for 
Seventh-day Adventist Church mem-
bers to saturate every aspect of their 
lives in prayer as they start the year, 
so they can live and proclaim God’s 
last-day message of love and truth to 
the world (Revelation 14:6-12). 

“Heaven is anxiously waiting for 
God’s people to awake and seek the 
blessing of God’s Spirit,” says Ted 

N.C. Wilson, World Church president. 
“It is the power of God’s Spirit work-
ing in the lives of His people that 
will effectively enlighten the world 
with the glory of God so that Jesus 
can return.” 

Congregations of all sizes, small 
groups, and individuals are encour-
aged to sign up for the upcoming 
10 Days of Prayer, 2013, by going to 
www.TenDaysOfPrayer.org. There 
you can also download united prayer 
guidelines for leaders, daily theme 
sheets, daily intercession themes, 
journal pages, a printable flyer, bul-
letin inserts, postcards, free e-book 
Praying for Rain, as well as other 
supporting materials.

During the 10 Days of Prayer 
in 2012, Adventist churches in more 
than 100 countries experienced the 
renewal of the Holy Spirit. Church 
elders, pastors, and lay leaders led 
out in prayer groups held in homes, 
schools, churches, online forums, 
and teleconferences. Below is a sam-
pling of their testimonies:

“God is faithful! The Ten Days 
experience can’t be quantified. Hearts 
were surrendered, souls were con-
victed, and requests for prayer were 
answered.”  

“We prayed for members who left 
to return. We challenged every active 
member to sign up to pray for three 
or four members in our church. This 
past Sabbath, we had seven members 
return to church.”

“We have never experienced so 
much spiritual growth and so many 
answers to prayer in any past event. 
. . The drops of rain are beginning to 
fall.”

“The Ten Days of Prayer revived 
the mid-week and Friday prayer 
meetings . . . This 10-day session 
taught us that the power rests in 
prayer, and brought unity amongst 
church members and a zeal to work 
for the Lord.”

God wants to pour out His Spirit 
on us today, just as he did for his 
disciples during Pentecost. Won’t you 
join the worldwide Church in praying 
for that blessing during January 9-19? 
Sign up today at www.TenDaysof-
Prayer.org. If your group is unable 
to meet during the designated days, 
choose an alternate 10 days and you 
will be just as blessed. 

Jackie O. Smith is the associate 
ministerial communications man-
ager at the General Conference.

By JaCkie o. Smith
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Ten years ago, an eight-gigabyte 
hard drive was overdoing it, and 
most people accessed the Internet 
using 56k modems. Remember those? 
Remember using Netscape Navigator 
to get online? YouTube 
was still three years down 
the road, and Twitter and 
Facebook didn’t even 
exist. An iPhone would 
have been pure science 
fiction 10 years ago, and 
if you mentioned a “tab-
let,” you were referring to 
the original printing of the 
Ten Commandments. 

And, 10 years ago no 
one could have imagined 
that a small upstart called 
Churchpond would one 
day bring live Adven-
tist church services and 
Adventist networks to our computers, 
cell phones, and televisions. Now 
celebrating its 10-year anniversary, 
Churchpond has made the worship 
experience accessible to students 
away at college, to hospital patients, 
convalescent church members, mem-
bers of the armed services, believers 
in distant lands, and anyone unable 
to attend the church of their choice. 
During the years, many have been 
baptized after learning about His love 
and the gift of His salvation by way of 
the Internet. 

Pastors and those on the front 

lines of evangelism have seen the 
Lord use Churchpond to reach 
people. 

James Lamb, Ed.D., South Atlantic 
Conference education superinten-

dent and communication 
director, recounts how 
Churchpond has been a 
beneficial medium for the 
Conference, especially 
during Camp Meetings. 
Since many constituents 
are unable to make it 
to the 10-day event in 
Orangeburg, South Caro-
lina, the Conference has 
used Churchpond to take 
Camp Meeting to them. 

The Conference 
streamed Sabbath 
services from Orange-
burg directly to various 

churches, which in turn projected 
video of the service on large screens. 
The congregations were then able to 
receive the sermon and participate 
with singing, prayer, and offering, as 
if they were present with the Camp 
Meeting congregation.

Best of all, when the Camp 
Meeting speaker made an appeal at 
the end of the service, attendees at 
various churches around the world 
responded to the call. 

In the nearby South Central 
Conference, Keenan West, pastor, 
has three churches under his leader-

ship. All three of his churches are on 
Churchpond. Through Churchpond, 
West is able to preach at one church, 
and have his other two churches view 
the services live. West has conducted 
evangelistic meetings that were broad-
cast online, and he is encouraged to 
know that many of his viewers are 
not Adventist. 

None of this was possible 10 
years ago. What will the next 10 
years bring, if time should last? What 

unimagi-
nable 
technol-
ogy will 
be the 
new norm 
for our 
children? 
We can-
not know, 
but we do 
know that 
God will 
continue 
to inspire 
inven-
tors and 
innova-

tors to make sure that technology will 
continue to push this Gospel into all 
the world, for a witness to all men. 

Perhaps we’ll check in with 
Churchpond in 2022 and see what’s 
new!     

Churchpond 10-year Anniversary
By d. dwayne adamS and PatriCia J. ramon

Mathew Thornton (left) poses with Urick LaDonis, Churchpond founder. Thornton, a former Catholic, watched a Revelation semi-
nar preached by Carlton P. Byrd, D.Min., former Atlanta-Berean senior pastor, on Churchpond. He was baptized September 16, 
2011, at Atlanta-Berean Church, Atlanta, Georgia.

Keenan West is the pas-
tor of three South Central 
Conference churches.

Dacia and Urick LaDonis, 
Churchpond founders 

South Atlantic Feature

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 2  •  T I D I N G S        9



Called for
       Cleansing

By C. rattliff reid

When did I first hear those unwel-
come words? I don’t remember but I 
knew the voice well. 

Wash her feet.
Silently, I replied, That’s not going 

to happen!
However, whenever I saw her 

and even when I didn’t, those clear, 
unmistakable words filled my mind: 
Wash her feet. 

From the time I was first baptized, 
I have participated in Communion ser-
vices and the Ordinance of Humility, 
foot washing. It is a time of spiritual 
bonding, and I covet the attendant 
blessings. But to wash her feet? I gladly 
washed other feet. 

How humiliated I felt when I 
extended my hand as a greeter only to 
have her, a church officer, creatively 
avoid me as she entered the church 
sanctuary. She always spoke to my 
greeting partner, who noticed the 
slights from week to week. Did she 
act that way because of her suppos-
edly high-status day job, her rumored 
influential connections, or her elegant 

home and station in life? Could I have 
offended her somehow? I didn’t see 
how that could be since we had had 
no interaction. But, come to think of it, 
there was that one time...

Play the Song!
I had first visited the church years 

earlier. Members were personable; I at-
tended regularly. Since I played simple 
hymns reasonably well, I agreed to 
help with Sabbath School piano re-
sponsibilities. However, knowing my 
limitations, I stressed one condition: I 
must receive the song list a week in 
advance so I could practice. 

Several Sabbaths later, I was asked 
if I would play a particular hymn that 
would especially fit the superinten-
dent’s remarks. I glanced at the song, 
apologized, and replied that I couldn’t. 

Plenty of time to practice before 
the program begins, I was told.

No, I said, I would need longer 
than that.

This was unacceptable. Song 
service was soon to begin; yet, there 

I stood in the rear of the sanctuary 
explaining the meaning of No. 

Turning smartly on her heels, 
the insistent woman matter-of-factly 
beckoned me into a side room. With 
the hymnal thrust toward me, her icy 
words continued: “Try it out on that 
piano.” 

Distressed and indignant, I de-
clined. My backup, an accomplished 
pianist, was nearby and I suggested 
asking her to play; but, no, this would 
not do. Since I was the scheduled 
pianist, I was instructed, I was the one 
who was going to play it! 

I left the room. With as much 
composure as I could muster, I alerted 
my backup of the need for her services 
and escaped to my car questioning 
whether or not I should ever return to 
that church. How would I be able to 
avoid that woman? I felt hated. 

Tears welled up, blurring my vi-
sion, as I began searching for my car 
keys. Then I heard a different voice. 
Another member, after overhearing the 
shocking exchange, was now pleading 

Southern Union Feature

Wash her feet? That’s not going to happen!
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quietly with me not to leave. Not long 
ago, she confided, a similar incident 
had occurred with someone else who 
attempted to join their congregation. 

Because of her gracious words 
and manner, I was persuaded to keep 
listening. Certain the Lord had led me 
to serve Him in that church, I stayed 
for years. So did my offender.

The Insistent Voice
Now, many memories later, the 

words had come: Wash her feet. 
She ought to wash mine! But dur-

ing personal devotions, God helped 
me realize that, notwithstanding my 
feelings and 
His sympa-
thy, delay 
and refusal to 
obey caused 
Him sorrow. 
Rebellious 
resistance 
began melting 
slowly, but 
I could not 
summon the needed courage.  

Then one Sabbath, I heard the an-
nouncement: Communion next week. 

As was my custom, I read more 
and prayed in preparation. Were there 
apologies to be made, wrongs to be 
made right?  Should I call my antago-
nist to request the “privilege of serv-
ing” her by washing her feet? I could 
not bring myself to do it. 

The deaconess, who knew of 
my struggle, joined me in prayers for 
courage. Eventually, I called and felt 
relieved when no one answered. 

Lord, this woman will not even 
speak to me; why would she permit me 
to touch her, unless she feels I am only 
good enough to wipe her feet? Surely, 
she won’t dare to touch mine!

I imagined one scenario after an-
other, none of which ended well.

Friday night before the Commu-
nion service, I had received no call-
back. What relief flooded me! This was 
merely a test, like Abraham’s, designed 
to see if I would attempt to obey. I could 
relax now, having done my part. As I 
reached to turn off the light, I heard, 
Call her again! The inaudible com-
mand was firm; I called. This time she 

answered. The uneasy silence halted 
my breathing. She consented to my 
request and hung up. I went to bed 
but not to peaceful sleep.

Traitor’s Feet
Sunshine streamed through picture 

windows in the church side room, 
warming the wide circle of chairs. I 
stood beside one, waiting. Water, re-
cently ladled, barely stirred inside care-
fully placed basins. Folded towels lay 
nearby. Women entered, talking qui-
etly, some choosing chairs. Soon, the 
service would begin. My eyes became 
riveted on the doorway. She entered, 

and, scanning 
the room, 
saw me and 
paused. 
Would she 
come? I nod-
ded slightly. 
She sat down 
and removed 
her shoes. No 
words passed 

between us, no looks.
Oh, Lord, help me, I prayed 

silently, kneeling as I draped a towel 
across my knees.

The harmony of a sacred hymn 
surrounded me. “Whiter than snow, 
yes, whiter than snow, now wash me 
and I shall be whiter than snow.” That 
one always made me smile inside. 
Odd they should sing it now. 

A foot slipped into the enamel 
basin. I lifted it with both hands and 
began washing; using  gentle motions 
I had learned at age nine. Warm, cas-
cading water before a thorough drying 
with a soft, fluffy towel, ending with 
a light massaging rub...I did not look 
up, fearing what her facial expression 
might reveal.

Now the other foot. Dutifully, I 
performed the task. 

Why could you not wash your 
sister’s feet? I washed Judas’ feet.

My heart froze. Did I miss some-
thing, Lord? I kept washing, hiding my 
increasing uneasiness. He did wash 
Judas’ feet — the feet of one who 
walked by His side yet was no com-
panion; feet that stood with multitudes 
who listened to His gracious words yet 

turned to downward paths; feet that 
traveled to that last Passover supper 
yet sped away through dark streets to 
betray Him. The feet belonging to His 
traitorous disciple, He, the sinless One 
had washed!

Here was no Judas. This woman 
acted honestly — no hypocritical 
socializing, no feigned pleasantries, no 
betrayal. Yet, thinking I had forgiven 
her and wished only to avoid added 
insult, I had unwittingly passed judg-
ment when I had refused to wash her 
feet. I had relegated her to the ranks of 
the lost with nary a prayer. She, I had 
told my Lord, deserved no considerate 
regard from me, a sister sinner, blinded 
by self-concern, too proud to follow 
the example of my Lord!  

Her foot felt dry. Much humbled 
and with heart aching, I deftly gath-
ered the basin and towel, emptied the 
used water into a bucket and dropped 
the towel onto a heap. I would wait — 
the service was nearly ended — be-
fore finding a place to pray and weep 
unseen. 

O Lord, it is I in need of cleansing! 
Forgive my prideful rebellion. Thank 
You for showing me...myself. 

Women were leaving. A quiet 
request startled me.

May I serve you? 
Consenting, I seated myself and 

watched her in silence, wondering. No 
word, no look, only the humble deed 
of honor, performed by hands not yet 
clasped in fellowship with mine, made 
those sacred moments memorable. 
Afterward, she simply left. 

I have since enjoyed fellowship 
in many culturally diverse churches. 
Though unwelcome, God’s patient, 
persevering call to participate in that 
foot washing was His invitation to a 
deeper soul cleansing I had not real-
ized I needed. Perhaps it was even 
more. 

One Sabbath, before I bid farewell 
to that church family, a certain sister, 
responding to my outstretched hand, 
decidedly held out her own in the 
briefest touch of a handshake before 
entering the church sanctuary. Perhaps 
she also heard His call.

This article was first published in 
the August 2012 Signs magazine. It is 
reprinted with permission.    

Lord, this woman will 
not even speak to me; why 

would she permit 
me to touch her ... ?
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Fourteen Adventist Christian Fel-
lowship (ACF) student leaders gath-
ered at Cohutta Springs, October 19, 
2012, along with two chaplains and 
a faculty sponsor. They came from 
several campuses: East Tennessee State 
University, Emory University, Georgia 
State University, Kennesaw State Uni-
versity, University of Tennessee-Chatta-
nooga, University of Tennessee-Knox-
ville, and University of West Georgia. 
These are seven of the 10 campuses 
on which there’s an active Adventist 
student presence across Georgia and 
east Tennessee. 

This training has become an 
annual fall event called “Leadership 
Reboot,” and provides student leaders 
with time to focus on their leadership, 
their challenges, and their love for and 
commitment to God. ACF’s focus this 
school year in the Georgia-Cumberland 
Conference is “What’s Your Story?” Do 
we care to know others’ stories before 
we introduce them to Jesus? Do we 
take the time to listen, not just to what 
they say, but to the implications of 
their words? And, how aware are we 
of our stories and how they impact our 
relationships?

In an effort to unpack these ques-
tions and the voiced concerns of the 

students, the weekend focused on 
the following topics: Listening, Hiding 
Places, Balancing Ministry & Stud-
ies, Interfaith Dialogue, Bible Study, 
Leadership Transitions, and Outreach. 
Tom Peterson, Ed.D., assistant pro-
fessor of cultural and philosophical 
foundations at the University of West 
Georgia, led in the session on “Hiding 
Places,” based on the biblical account 
of Adam and Eve hiding from God 
after their sin. He challenged the stu-
dents to think about what their hiding 
places are and to be able to honestly 
answer the question, “Where are you?” 
Peterson serves as the faculty sponsor 
for UWG’s ACF chapter, and is deeply 
committed to helping students discover 
who they are and grow in their ability 
to share their real selves with others.

During the weekend, leaders 
were invited to share a bit about their 
stories. One of the questions asked 
was, “What blessing have you found 
in being part of an ACF chapter?” Here 
are some of their answers:

“I relish every ACF meeting…
because it gives me the opportunity to 
belong…it has helped me grow spiritu-
ally…I’m able to share my faith openly 
now and I’m more relaxed and calm 
now than I’ve ever been.” – Oliver

 “I’m happier when I’m involved 
in spreading God’s Word and listening 
to why others believe what they do.” 
– Milan

 “I’ve developed a better relation-
ship with God as a result of increased 
witnessing.” – Andrew

Though these blessings are true, 
it’s easy for the students to feel isolated 
on their campuses. So, it was invalu-
able for them to get to know each 
other and develop a leadership com-
munity. Phone numbers and email ad-
dresses were swapped. Pictures were 
taken. Friendships have begun.

Please pray for these leaders and 
the new ones that join them or suc-
ceed them in the years to come. God 
is already present on these campuses, 
and our students are faithfully joining 
His Work. 

Adventist Christian Fellowship 
can be found on public university 
and other campuses across the United 
States and around the world. Accord-
ing to Wikipedia, ACF exists “to build 
Christian fellowship chapters on public 
campuses that honor God and nurture 
the spiritual lives of students.”    

Michaela Lawrence Jeffery is 
the Adventist Christian Fellowship 
chaplain.

Adventist Christian Fellowship students came from across the conference to attend a “Leadership Reboot” conference to focus on leader-
ship, challenges, and their love and commitment to God.

ACF Students Reboot Leadership
By MiChaela lawRenCe JeffeRy

Georgia-Cumberland Feature
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Gulf States Conference prayer 
ministries is growing. The ministry 
started in 2004 with prayer coordi-
nators directed by Cindi DeWild. In 
2005, Amy Mapp became the direc-
tor. Today, the ministry has a Con-
ference prayer ministries executive 
team, which consists of co-leaders 
Amy Mapp and Larry Owens, pas-
tor of the Tuscaloosa, Ala. district. 
There are also five district coordina-
tors and more than 40 prayer coor-
dinators. The ministry has two daily 
“virtual worship” teleconferences and 
a Sunday morning conference call for 
prayer 
coordi-
nators. 
The team 
spon-
sors two 
prayer 
confer-
ences 
each 
year. 
Mapp 
says, 
“This 
minis-
try has 
become 
a magnet 
for prayer 
requests. 
We have 
seen 

many prayer 
requests an-
swered and 
lives changed 
for the bet-
ter.”

 One 
special cou-
ple, James 
and Lexi, first 
attended the 
2011 prayer 
conference.  
They had 
been invited 

by Anne 
Anderson 
from Dayton, Tennessee. James 
and Anne had crossed each other’s 
path as they each were walking. 
James asked Anne if she had a 
cigarette to which Anne responded 
“I don’t have a cigarette but I’ve got 
something better.” Anne practi-
cally adopted them and spiritually 
nurtured them over many months. 
They desired to unite their lives in 
baptism and marriage at the Fall 
Prayer Summit held in Montgomery, 
Alabama, on the weekend of Sep-
tember 7-9, 2012. The participants 
of “virtual worship” sponsored the 
wedding, the reception, and gifts. 

The keynote speaker Dennis 
Smith, author of 40 Days, and David 
Long, Southern Union director of 
prayer ministries. Representation 

were there from 
the North Ameri-
can Division, the 
Southern Union, 
and the Confer-
ence. “Steve 
Norman, Southern 
Union commu-
nication director, 
made a surprise 
appearance and 
blessed us with 
many photo-
graphs,” says 
Mapp. Contacts 
for ministry were 
made with the 

hotel staff. Roses were donated from 
a flower vendor just in time to hand 
them to the six baptismal candidates. 
A delegation of eight participants 
from the Bahamas made an indelible 
impression on the attendees as they 
shared their testimonies. Ed Sturges 
and Norman Connell explained how 
they sew prayer quilts and give them 
to people for whom they pray. 

The spring 2013 Prayer Confer-
ence will feature Bill Liversidge as the 
keynote speaker. The conference is 
scheduled for March 8-10, 2013. If you 
are interested in becoming involved 
with prayer ministries or would like 
more information, please contact Amy 
Mapp at amymapp@bellsouth.net, 
or go to www.gscsda.org and select 
prayer ministries.    

Prayer Summit attendees came from eight states and one international country.

Ed Sturges (left) and Norman Connell pre-
sented a prayer quilt to Violet Stubbs from the 
Bahamas to take to her brother who is ill.

Gulf States Feature

James and Anne were married 
and baptized during the Prayer 
Summit. 

Prayer Changes Lives
By aMy MaPP
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Adventist Health System

Research shows that the 
lifespan of women is not in-
creasing at the same rate as 
the lifespan of men. Florida 
Hospital believes that now 
is the time to put the focus 
back on women’s health. On 
September 18, 2012, they 
announced a renewed com-
mitment to women’s services 
that will span central Florida 
with three new buildings, 
additional services, world-
class physicians, and an in-
novative health and wellness 
platform that will provide 
women with tools to live 
longer, healthier lives.

“Florida Hospital has 
been providing services to 
women for more than 100 
years across our system, and 
it has always been a part 
of who we are,” said Lars 
Houmann, president/CEO 
of Florida Hospital. “But we 
know we can do more. Now 
is the time for us to step 
forward and put the focus 
on women’s health.”

The three new build-
ings will house compre-
hensive services for women 
and expand on services 
already available at Florida 
Hospital. The Celebration 
Health Women’s Institute is 
a four-story, 80,000-square-
foot building that will house 
a variety of women’s health 
services, including breast 
care, radiation and oncol-
ogy, and gynecology and 
obstetrics. The Winter Park 
Women’s Health Pavilion, a 
two-story building open-
ing in fall of 2013, will be 
a comprehensive one-stop 

boutique center for wom-
en’s health and wellness, 
and also offer a variety 
of medical services. The 
Florida Hospital Orlando 
Women’s Pavilion will be a 
12-story patient tower that 
will feature more than 300 
patient beds when it is com-
plete in 2015.

“Women experience a 
variety of health challenges 

that can affect the entire 
home and family unit,” said 
Marla Silliman, senior vice 
president of Florida Hospi-
tal. “We also know women 
are extremely busy and are 
more likely to put their own 
health concerns on hold. 
Part of our commitment will 
include a unique wellness 
and prevention 
program, designed 
just for women.”

New mom 
Sarah Doherty 
knows from first-
hand experience 
the importance of 
having access to 
high-quality medical 
care, for both her 
and her new baby.

“As a new mom 
of a one-month-
old daughter, my 
life has completely 
changed,” said 
Doherty. “I had a 
very difficult end to 
my pregnancy, and 
spent eight weeks 
in the high risk 
OB unit at Florida 
Hospital on bed 
rest. The hospital’s 
commitment to 
treating the health 
needs of women is 
of great comfort to 
me. I know Florida 
Hospital will be 
here to care for my 
daughter through-
out her entire life.”

Florida Hospital 
also announced the 
kick-off of Healthy 
100 Women. Florida 
Hospital is on a 
journey to inspire 
the entire Central 

Florida community to live 
to a Healthy 100 years old. 
Healthy 100 Women will 
allow women to help shape 
what services and programs 
should be included as Flori-
da Hospital embarks on this 
journey to expand women’s 
health care services.

—By Sara channinG

florida hospital Unveils new Vision for women
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Adventist University of Health Sciences

In October 2012, the 
Colorado Board of Nursing 
approved Adventist Univer-
sity’s Denver site to begin a 
Generic Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing (GBSN) program. 
The Denver site is located 
at Porter Adventist Hospital 
and is an extension of the 
Orlando campus.

The first students will 
begin the four-year program 
in fall 2013.

The approval process 
took approximately three 
years of researching, devel-
oping curriculum, and alter-
ing the program to comply 
with the regulations of the 
Colorado Board of Nursing. 

All of the nursing professors 
at the Orlando campus also 
had to obtain licensure to 
teach in Colorado. 

Up to 24 students will 
be admitted annually and 
clinical opportunities will 
be available for them at the 
local Adventist hospitals.

“Clinical spots for nurs-
ing students are characteris-
tically at a premium nation-
wide, but our relationship 
with the Adventist hospitals 
in Denver has opened these 
doors for us,” said Jan Pres-
ton, chair of the Department 
of Nursing.

Classes there are taught 
with a two-way video con-
ferencing system that allows 
for real-time, interactive 
classroom experience be-
tween students and profes-
sors in Denver and students 
and professors in Orlando. 

Adventist University 
opened the Denver site 

in 2009 at the request of 
Adventist Health System’s 
four Denver-area hospitals, 
which sought qualified, 
mission-oriented healthcare 
professionals.

In addition to the new 
GBSN program, the Denver 
site already offers accredited 
sonography and radiogra-
phy programs, and general 
education classes from the 
Orlando campus via video-
conferencing.

Ruben Martinez, vice 
president of operations, said 
the new program is a great 
chance for the University to 
continue expanding. “We 
are thrilled at the opportu-
nity to extend the reach of 
our program to the moun-
tains of Colorado.”

—By Sarah crOwDer

Colorado Board of nursing approves 
nursing Program in Denver

ninety-seven Percent of working Graduates 
experience high Job Meaning

Students in Denver participate in the Orlando classes via real-
time video conferencing.

As soon as the patient 
tripped, a hard fall was in-
evitable. Her walker was of 
no help, and for someone 
already injured, such a fall 
could be very damaging.

That’s where Alisha 
Clements, graduate from 
the Occupational Therapy 
Assistant program, came 
in. It was in the middle of 
a therapy session and Cle-
ments caught the patient 
before she fell and hit her 
head on the wall or floor.

“She said, You saved 

me, you’re my angel,’” 
Clements recalled of the 
patient’s reaction. “It was a 
really fulfilling experience.”

Clements isn’t the only 
graduate of Adventist Uni-
versity of Health Sciences 
that has experienced this 
kind of fulfillment in the 
workplace. 

According to PayScale’s 
2012-13 College Salary 
Report, 97 percent of Ad-
ventist University graduates 
experience “high job mean-
ing.” In other words, 97 

percent of Adventist Uni-
versity graduates answered 
“very much so” or “yes” to 
the question, “Does your 
work make the world a 
better place?” 

This is the highest per-
centage of any of the 1,058 
schools in the study, which 
represents 77 percent of 
all schools in the U.S. with 
more than 2,000 students.

Once students become 
healthcare professionals, 
they have a daily oppor-
tunity to interact with and 

help patients. In every class 
at Adventist University, 
students learn the respon-
sibility attached to this op-
portunity, which for many 
is the difference between 
just doing a job and truly 
making an impact.

“In my program the 
teachers instilled a pas-
sion in us,” Clements said. 
“We’re there as God’s 
servants to the patients, 
and we’re there to make a 
difference.”

—By Sarah crOwDer
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Carolina News

asheville evangelism Results in 17 Baptized

The North American 
Division Evangelism Insti-
tute (NADEI) just finished 
an area-wide evangelistic 
effort in Asheville, N.C., 
from September 14 to Oc-
tober 13, 2012. This public 
evangelistic effort involved 
several area churches and 
provided many seminary 
students from Andrews 
University with an opportu-
nity to preach the Adventist 
message. One church that 
participated in this effort 
was the Mills River, N.C., 
Church. 

The members prayed 
earnestly that God would 
send His chosen student 
to team-preach the series 
with Mills River pastor Marc 
Swearingen. As it turned 
out, NADEI assigned semi-
narian Matthew Kirk, along 
with his wife, Mari, to Mills 
River through the provi-
dence of God. The Kirks 
proved to be the perfect 
ministry fit. 

When the meetings 
opened on September 14, 
there was some concern 

that the non-member turn-
out from the community 
was not as high as antici-
pated. Yet, pastors Swear-
ingen and Kirk made a firm 
commitment to preach and 
let God worry about the 
results. “God expects His 

messengers to preach the 
Gospel message to who-
ever attends the meetings, 
regardless of whether or 
not they are church mem-
bers,” said Swearingen. 

With an attendance of 
approximately 60 individu-
als per meeting, God began 
a powerful spiritual revival 

in the Mills River Church. 
When the subject of bap-
tism was presented on 
Sabbath morning, October 
6, 13 precious souls came 
forward for baptism and 
rebaptism. During the next 
week, four more respond-

ed to the Holy Spirit and 
decided in favor of baptism 
as well. 

So, on Sabbath after-
noon, October 13, a total 
of 17 individuals took part 
in the baptismal service — 
three new church members 
and 14 recommitments 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Shouts of “amen” and 
“praise God” resounded 
through the local church 
congregation during this in-
spirational service because 
of the spiritual revival that 
could be seen as a result of 
this evangelistic effort. 

“I’m so thankful that 
God has blessed us with 
this great harvest,” noted 
Swearingen. “I’m also 
grateful that Matthew and 
Mari could experience this 
successful evangelistic ef-
fort. We really prayed that 
God would give them an 
exceptional experience so 
that they would desire to 
do public evangelism on a 
consistent basis, no matter 
where God leads them in 
their ministry travels.” 

While souls must be 
won to Christ through 
every means possible, 
this experience shows the 
importance of encourag-
ing the church members to 
experience a deep spiritual 
revival as well. 

—By Marc 
SwearinGen

Baptismal and profession-of-faith candidates read the statement of beliefs at the Hendersonville Church as Ron Clouzet, D.Min., con-
cludes the series there. Hendersonville was one of the sites participating in the area-wide Asheville evangelism this fall.

The Mills River Church had a total of 17 individuals take part in 
the baptismal service on October 13, 2012.
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Carolina News

At just about the end of 
the season there’s another 
option for those of you 
who just can’t get enough 
of Camp Meeting (who 
can?). It’s called Eastern 
Carolina Camp Meeting, 
and the two events this 
year took place at the 
Greenville, N.C., and Sum-
merville, S.C., churches on 
September 29 and October 
6, respectively. These one-
day convocations offer a 
chance for those near the 
Carolina coast to get in on 
the fantastic blessings to be 
had at Camp Meeting.

At each event, indi-
viduals came from hun-
dreds of miles to hear the 

timely messages. Jim Gilley, 
president of Three Angels 
Broadcasting Network, was 
the featured speaker for 
both Sabbaths. Carolina 
Conference President Leslie 
Louis, as he introduced 
Gilley during the worship 
hour, shared how encour-
aging and supportive his 
friend had been during a 
time of insecurity about 
his decision to come to the 
Carolinas. He knew he’d 
been called, but didn’t feel 
adequate for the job. Gilley 
had prayed for him then, 
and Louis returned the fa-
vor during his introduction. 
Their petitions for each 
other, along with the beau-

tiful music, set the tone for 
the worship hour.

Message of Mercy, an 
all-female singing group 
based out of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., made the trip to the 
Carolinas for both events as 
well.  Their beautiful voices 
blended together in perfect 
harmony. They performed 
an afternoon concert where 
they sang many original 
songs and shared their 
testimony. You can hear 
one of the songs they 
performed on the Caro-
lina Conference Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/
carolinaconference.

James and Ellen White 
also came out to these 

Camp Meetings. Rita Hoshi-
no portrayed Ellen during 
a drama presentation at 
Greenville, and Dennis Far-
ley was presented as James 
at Summerville Community 
Church. They each showed 
the personality and ap-
proachability of these two 
church pillars. It was nice 
to catch a glimpse of what 
they may have been like.

What a great way to 
end the Camp Meeting sea-
son in the Carolinas!

—By Becky carpenter

Blessings abound at eastern Carolina Camp Meeting
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Florida News

“let’s Move” walk-a-thon Draws 250
On a sunny 

Florida after-
noon in Octo-
ber, approxi-
mately 60 jog-
gers and walkers 
participated in a 
walk-a-thon to 
raise awareness 
for child obesity. 
Moms pushing 
strollers, dads 
walking with 
their daughters, 

and three-generation 
families walking 
together were seen 
sporting yellow wrist 
bands and yellow 
balloons as they made 
their way around the 
lake at Crane’s Roost 
Park in Altamonte 
Springs, Fla.

The walk-a-thon, 
sponsored by the 
Florida Conference 
Health Department, 

under the direction of Joe 
Holloway, also provided 
entertainment and activi-
ties for nearly 250 specta-
tors. The Orlando Junior 
Academy band presented 
several musical numbers; a 
mime was kept busy mak-
ing balloon animals; and 
interactive games were co-
ordinated by Rhoda Burrill, 
Florida Conference chil-
dren’s ministries director.

—By GlaDyS neiGel

Approximately 60 joggers and walkers participat-
ed in an afternoon walk-a-thon for child obesity 
awareness.

florida Pathfinders Make a Difference
Jacksonville 
Mandarin Church 
Pathfinders

Recently, 
Mandarin Path-
finders helped 
host an Aloha 
party for resi-
dents of Taylor 
Manor, an assist-
ed living facility 
in Jacksonville, 
Fla. With the ac-
tivity hall decked 
in flowers, bal-
loons, and other 
festive decora-
tions, Pathfind-
ers sang songs, 
performed the Hukilau 
— a traditional Hawaiian 
dance — served beverages, 
and helped more than 65 
residents participate in the 
event, even though many 
were using wheelchairs or 
walkers.

For 15-year-old Jessica 
Prescott, making people 
happy was worth the time 
and effort. “They enjoyed 
it, and I’d love to do it 
again,” she said.

This year, Mandarin 

Pathfinders have adopted 
the theme, “Making a Dif-
ference.” “We want to en-
gage Pathfinders in making 
a difference in some way 
on three levels: church, 
community, and even the 
global community,” said 
Betsy Greene, Pathfinder 
co-director.

Lakeland Spanish Company 
Pathfinders and Adventurers

An exceptional group 
of nonAdventist young 
people are part of a 

newly organized 
Pathfinder and 
Adventurer Club 
at Lakeland, 
Fla., Spanish 
Company. They 
are a product 
of several years 
of work in the 
community, and 
now these young 
people are ready 
to go to a new 
level in their 
walk with God.

A special 
Pathfinder Sab-
bath in October 
began with the 

young people leading the 
children’s 
13th Sab-
bath program. 
Volunteers 
Javier Santiago, 
Florida Confer-
ence Central 
Area adminis-
trator, and Jose 
Diaz Jr., Cen-
tral Area Zone 
B administra-
tor, presented 
the Pathfinder 

and Adventurer program to 
the church families in the 
afternoon.

Pathfinders from Se-
bring Spanish and Leesburg 
Churches traveled to Lake-
land to encourage this new 
venture. Other Pathfinder 
personnel attending were 
Ruben Rodriguez, Central 
Area Cluster 6 coordina-
tor and Sebring Spanish 
Pathfinder director; Yolanda 
Acevedo, North Area Cluster 
6 coordinator; Jimmy Mitch-
ell, Brandon Spanish Path-
finder director, and Noemi 
Mitchell, Brandon Spanish 
Pathfinder counselor.

—By Darrin hayeS anD 
yOlanDa aceveDO

“The Pathfinders’ kind natures, talent, and loving 
spirits impacted the lives of our elders in a beauti-
ful and caring way, and gives us bright hope for the 
future,” said Kathleen Wilkes-Pierce, activity director/
volunteer coordinator for Taylor Manor and Villas, af-
ter members of the Jacksonville Mandarin Club helped 
host an Aloha party for residents.

The newly organized Pathfinder and Adven-
turer Club at Lakeland Spanish Company

Za
iD

il
ie

 G
u

ti
er

r
eZ

yO
la

n
D

a 
ac

ev
eD

O

le
e 

Be
n

n
et

t

18       T I D I N G S  •  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 2    



Florida News

wards Celebrate 70th anniversary
Earl and Marie 

Ward recently celebrat-
ed their 70th wedding 
anniversary. Marie grew 
up on a farm about 
seven miles from Battle 
Creek, Mich. Earl, after 
losing his father at the 
age of 15, lived with 
his uncle, Lee Cook, on 
his farm not far from 
Marie’s home.

Earl and Marie met 
when her mother sent 
her to buy eggs from 
Earl’s uncle and sug-
gested she invite Earl 
for the 4th of July fire-
works in a nearby town. 

They both attended the little 
church in Bedford where 

they were married on 
September 19, 1942.

Following their 
wedding and serving in 
the army for two years, 
Earl began working as 
a taxi driver. Then he 
drove a truck to move 
mobile homes before he 
switched to delivering oil 
and fuel. Marie worked 
as a secretary and book-
keeper for an architec-
tural firm.

Earl and his aunt 
and uncle were frequent 
snowbirds to Florida as 
he was growing up, as 

were Marie and her family. 

For three winters, Marie’s 
parents worked for John 
H. Kellogg, M.D., at his 
winter home in Miami. 
During this time, she 
attended Greater Miami 
Academy and graduated 
from Forest Lake Acad-
emy in Apopka. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that 
Earl and Marie decided 
to retire in Florida and 
became faithful members 
at Avon Park Church.

The Wards have five 
children, nine grandchil-
dren, and seven great-
grandchildren.

—By naOMi ZalaBak

Marie and Earl Ward

Clearwater Church Team Sees 
697 Baptized in Philippines

Blas Dabucol of Clear-
water, Fla., Church has long 
aspired and prayed for the 
opportunity to again minister 
to his people in the 
Philippines. Originally 
a pastor there 15 years 
ago, he has kept in 
touch with his congre-
gants and family.

Dabucol spoke 
with members of 
Davao Mission located 
in Davao City in the 
province of Mindanao, 
Philippines, about his 
burden to conduct an 
evangelistic effort. He 
also talked to mem-
bers of the Clearwater 
Church he attends, 
and found them open 
to the idea of raising 
$23,000 for such a program. 
Eventually, $25,000 was 
raised. Two church mem-
bers, Marva Edwards and 

Dorothy Ebanks, volun-
teered to accompany Dabu-
col and his wife, MaryAnn, 
to the Philippines.

After getting word that 
this evangelism venture was 
going to be realized, even 
though the entire amount 

of money had not yet been 
raised, 40 Philippine lay-
men proceeded in faith. 
First, their outreach ministry 

resulted in 200 baptisms 
prior to the arrival of the 
Clearwater team. The 
people there were very 
enthusiastic and already 
had youth and women’s 
ministry meetings in 
progress throughout the 
city and outlying areas.

Dabucol preached 
13 sermons in the Bisaya 
language, July 15-28, in 
addition to speaking at 
two different churches 
on the first Sabbath. 
Buses were provided 
to bring people who 
did not have transporta-
tion. The meetings were 

held in the Rizal Memorial 
College gym, which easily 
accommodated the nightly 
attendance of more than 

2,000 at each meeting.
Jerry Patalinghug, 

president of Davao Mission, 
conducted a health seminar 
every evening, and literature 
evangelists distributed pam-
phlets. The attendees were 
warm, friendly, and eager to 
learn about God. MaryAnn 
Dabucol greeted the visitors 
in their native language. Ed-
wards and Ebanks processed 
nightly registrations and 
distributed prizes to the win-
ners of Bible quizzes. The 
attendees were very poor, 
so the prizes of rice, food, 
and hygiene products were 
greatly appreciated.

At the conclusion of the 
meetings, 697 individuals 
were baptized, while others 
are planning for baptism 
later.

—By JOy hunter

The Clearwater Church team and Davao 
Mission leaders prepare to distribute gift 
bags to those who were baptized. From left: 
Clearwater Church members Blas and Mary-
Ann Dabucol, Dorothy Ebanks, and Marva 
Edwards; Davao Mission leaders Marife 
Patalinghug, director of shepherdess, family 
ministries, and women’s ministries and wife 
of the Mission president; Laurence Lamera, 
treasurer; Edwin Magdadaro, executive sec-
retary; and Jerry Patalinghug, president.
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Georgia-Cumberland News

laugh your way to a Better Marriage?
E. E. Cummings 

understood the power of 
laughter when he wrote 
that, “The most wasted 
of all days is one without 
laughter.” Per that stan-
dard, there were no wasted 
days at this year’s marriage 
retreat, held October 26-28, 
at the WinShape Retreat 
in Mt. Berry, Ga., where 
presenters Jorge and Ev-
elyn Torres guided couples 
through “Laugh Your Way 
to a Better Marriage,” a 
seminar designed to hu-
morously present biblical 
insight that helps couples 
have a happier, more 
meaningful relationship.

Eighty couples attend-
ed the weekend, a record 
attendance that is almost 
double what it was in 2005, 
when the first marriage 
retreat was held. A wide 
demographic — from new-
lyweds to long-time lovers 
— enjoyed free time to ex-
plore Berry College’s idyllic 
campus, a Sabbath evening 
concert by weekend music 
leaders Justin and Michaela 
Jeffery, and insights by 

Jorge and Evelyn Torres in 
four sessions.

“I’m loving it!” said 
Peggy Collum. Collum and 
her husband, Wendell, 
attend the Vise Grove Mis-
sion Group in Heflin, Ala. 
They’ve been married 41 
years and are still learn-
ing, she said. Evelyn Torres 
brought up the differences 
between how male and 
female brains are wired. 
“I think that is so true. We 
forget that they don’t think 
like us.” She said setting 

the time apart to spend a 
weekend at a retreat such 
as this one “makes you 
take a look at your mar-
riage and helps you see 
that you can do something 
to improve it.”

Jorge Torres is a 
Seventh-day Adventist pas-
tor currently serving as the 
1st Battalion 19th Infantry 
regimental chaplain in Fort 
Benning, Ga. The Torreses 
have spent many years 
ministering to military 
couples. This year’s retreat 

was their first time 
addressing a church 
group, but the pair 
is passionate about 
helping couples from 
all backgrounds have 
strong, healthy mar-
riages.

“Every couple 
needs to learn some-
thing about marriage,” 
Evelyn Torres said. 
“In this culture, they 
tell you that you get 
married and it’s a 
chore. Marriage is 
not supposed to be 

a chore — 
yes, you’re 
going to 
have conflict, 
but you’re 
supposed to 
work through 
those conflicts 
and enjoy it. 
Marriage is 
supposed to 
be the clos-
est thing to 
Heaven on 
Earth.”

The Tor-
reses ac-
knowledged 
that a key 

component to experiencing 
that kind of marital bliss is 
physical intimacy. Using 
the Song of Solomon as 
a textbook of sorts, they 
emphasized this important 
and beautiful component 
of a husband and wife’s 
relationship, reiterating that 
even those in the Church 
should feel comfortable 
addressing the issue in 
the context of what God 
intended it to be, and 
calling parents to not shy 
away from talking to their 
children about sex. After 
all, they’re going to learn 
about it from somewhere; 
the best source is a godly 
mother and father. 

For Christian couples, 
particularly those who 
are parents, listening to 
God’s voice — and not 
the clamor of a decrepit 
culture — is crucial to their 
own happiness and to the 
example they set.

—By Britni BrannOn

Marriage retreat presenters Jorge and Evelyn Torres discuss the differences be-
tween how men and women think during the Sabbath morning session. 
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Georgia-Cumberland News

Ooltewah adventurers Visit Gee Creek
The Ooltewah Tenn., 

Adventurers, along with the 
Ooltewah Timberwolves 
Pathfinder Club, had a fun-
filled time camping with 
their parents, September 
14-16, 2012, at the base 
of Starr Mountain in the 
Cherokee National Forest 
in Tennessee.   
The campout began with 
the campers helping set up 
their tents and learning the 
basics of camping. They 
enjoyed a wonderful meal 
and brought in the Sabbath 
with singing and worship 
around the campfire. 

Sabbath morning after 
breakfast the group had 
fun hiking and learning 

about God’s cre-
ation on the way 
to Gee Creek 
Falls.  The water 
was cold, but it 
sure felt good to 
warm feet after 
a long walk. The 
Adventurers also 
had fun learning 
about lizards, 
and painting 
pictures of the 
lizards on rocks. 
Throughout the 
day, the campers 
earned awards in 
camping, hiking, 
lizards, habitat, 
and fire safety. 
The Chattanooga 

First Church Pathfind-
ers joined the fun as the 
Ooltewah Pathfinder Club 
provided a Spirit-filled 
worship service to end the 
Sabbath. 

The campers enjoyed 
smores around the camp-
fire, and sang camp songs 
until it was time for bed. 
Sunday morning, after 
breakfast, it was time to 
break camp and head 
home. 

This was the Ooltewah 
Adventurers first campout 
with the Pathfinders, and it 
was a huge success. 

—By ShannOn anD 
Janee’ cantrell

The Ooltewah Adventurer Club paints lizards 
on rocks as part of their first campout with 
the Ooltwah Timberwolves Pathfinder Club. 
The Adventurers earned awards in camping, 
hiking, lizards, habitat, and fire safety.

aaa Students learn Through Service
Service is a prin-

cipal tenet of Atlanta 
Adventist Academy’s 
(AAA) mission state-
ment, “To honor God 
by preparing young 
people for a life of 
excellence and service 
in this world and in the 
world to come.”

Students are sent 
into their communities 
to perform a minimum 
of 15 service-learning 
hours per year to 
graduate. And with 
11 campuses in three 
states, the communities 
covered by this service are 
vast, even extending out of 
the country. 

Most students volun-
tarily do more than the 
required hours. Eight of the 
2012 senior class received 
the Distinguished Service 

Medal, signifying more than 
200 hours of service. 

Isaac Morenings at-
tends the Tri-City, Tenn., 
campus and has performed 
hundreds of hours as a 
volunteer fire fighter at the 
Abingdon Fire Department. 

“The greatest lesson 

I have learned is to put 
others above yourself, and 
that everyone, no matter 
how different they are, 
can come together and 
become brothers,” he said. 
Morenings plans to con-
tinue volunteering until he 
is able to work full-time in 

the field.
Many students use 

the opportunity to test 
future careers. John-
nathan Ward in Duluth, 
Ga., works with cancer 
patients at Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta 
in hopes of becom-
ing a pediatrician. He 
said the children taught 
him about overcoming 
adversity as they smiled 
through their treat-
ments. “I learned that 
volunteering is the best 
way to make people 
happy.”
Eric Stubbert, AAA 

chaplain, coordinates the 
Service Learning program. 
“We hope that service 
becomes a part of who our 
students are — that they 
will desire to help others.”

—By alySa DarMODy

AAA students drop off the first set of supplies in a year-long campaign to 
support a community of Seventh-day Adventist refugees in Clarkston, Ga. 
Please check aaa.edu for information on how to help.
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Gulf States News

Santinis Celebrate 70 years of Marriage
Bob and Dottie San-

tini celebrated 70 years of 
married life on Septem-
ber 20, 2012. Bob and 
Dottie met in 1937 at the 
Anoka Camp Meeting, in 
Anoka, Minn., when Bob 
and his brother helped 
Dottie and her best friend 
up a wet grassy hill fol-
lowing an early morning 
baptism in the lake. They 
began corresponding and 
visiting when possible, 
eventually marrying in 
1942 in Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 

Only a week after 
they were married, Bob 
was off to serve his coun-
try for four years as an 
Army nurse. During this 

time, Dottie 
continued 
her nursing 
career in 
Chattanooga. 
With a mu-
tual desire to 
serve where 
God led, af-
ter Bob’s dis-
charge they 
accepted a 
call to serve 
as nurses 
at the Ile 
Ife Adven-
tist Mission 
Hospital in 
Nigeria, West 
Africa. 

After six 
years of ser-

vice in the mission 
field, they accepted 
a joint call from 
The Layman Foun-
dation to work as 
administrator and 
director of nurses 
at Pine Hill Sani-
tarium in Birming-
ham, Ala. They 
served at this post 
for 30 years, retir-
ing in 1984. Even 
in retirement they 
continued to serve 
in their church and 
community. They 
have two children, 
two grandchildren, 
and three great-
grandchildren.
—By JuDy kenDrick Bob and Dottie Santini

Church Sponsors firehouse Run on “let’s Move Day”
The 

Phenix City, 
Ala., Church 
celebrated 
the North 
American Di-
vision’s “Let’s 
Move Day” 
by organizing 
a Firehouse 
5K Run with 
proceeds 
going to ben-
efit the local 
volunteer fire 
department. 
Early on Oc-
tober 24, volunteers, includ-
ing some firefighters and 
their families, and the local 
Pathfinder Club, arrived 
before sunrise to prepare 
for the race. With the aid of 
a lantern, tables for registra-
tion, water, and the trophies 

were setup. The trail was 
checked and marked. The 
start and finish lines were 
set. Cones and “direction 
givers” were in place. 
Everything was ready as 
runners and walkers began 
to arrive. Participants 
included the fire chief and 

his firefighter 
wife with most 
of their family, 
the assistant 
fire chief, and 
one firefighter 
couple dressed 
in their fire-
fighter gear. 
Local media 
agencies had 
been contacted. 
The main paper 
for the region 
sent out a 
photographer 
to capture the 

event, which was on the 
front page of the newspa-
per the following day. 

This community event 
began as a result of the 
Phenix City Church “adopt-
ing” the local volunteer fire 
department as one of their 

special interests. To raise 
money for the fire depart-
ment, they decided to have 
the Firehouse Run. Lee 
Whitman, pastor, is a runner 
and also serves as chaplain 
for the fire department. 
The church sponsored the 
event, purchased trophies 
and ribbons, and hired a 
local race company to keep 
time for the runners. In 
the end, all but just a few 
of the participants either 
received trophies or ribbons 
(including the youngest and 
oldest runners), and the fire 
department received more 
than $500. The event was 
so successful that, before 
the leaders left that morn-
ing, plans were put in place 
for another run next year.

—By lee whitMan

The fire department brought a fire truck and supplied water 
and food. 
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Gulf States News

literature evangelists work 
Together in Montgomery

Literature evangelists 
(LE’s) from around the 
Conference gathered in 
Montgomery, Ala., for a 
group canvass from Mon-
day, October 19, through 
Thursday, October 22, 
2012. 

Each morning the LEs 
gathered at the Conference 
office for worship with the 
office staff, and to share the 
exciting experiences they 
were having every day. A 
different Conference leader 
led the worship each morn-
ing. Those who gave the 
worship were Mel Eisele, 
president; Arturo Ledezma, 
treasurer; Nilton Garcia, 
Hispanic ministries director, 
and Rick Hutchinson, trust 
services director. 

David Sigamani, 
publishing director, set 

the bar high as 
he challenged 
the workers 
to reach for 
the sky. Keith 
Reid, Southern 
Union assis-
tant publishing 
director, came 
to encourage 
and work with 
the literature 
evangelists.

At the end 
of four days, 
92 individuals 
were registered 
for Bible stud-
ies, more than 
200 pieces of 
religious and 
health literature were dis-
tributed, and 86 canvasses 
were conducted. 

Sigamani says, “The 

week ended with the Gulf 
States LE’s inspired with 
a reinvigorated zeal and 
drive to do the Lord’s 
Work.” Although the week 

ended, the Spirit moves 
on as plans are made to 
go into Mobile, Ala., and 
Jackson, Miss. 

—By reBecca Grice

These literature evangelists and their leaders worked together for a week in 
Montgomery, Ala.

Cycles for Christ Members Ride Together
On the evening of Oc-

tober 20, 2012, bikers from 
around the 
Conference 
began arriving 
at Camp Ala-
misco for the 
first annual 
Cycles for 
Christ autumn 
motorcycle 
ride. As they 
arrived each 
participant 
was given a 
shirt with “Cy-
cles for Christ 
— A Gulf 
States Confer-
ence Christian Motorcycle 
Association” written across 

the front. The purpose of 
the Association is to pro-

vide Christian fellowship to 
bikers within the Confer-

ence and to be a witness 
to others. Cycles for Christ 

is the brainchild 
of James Magnum, 
Conference youth 
director, and Mel 
Eisele, Conference 
president. 

On Sunday 
morning after wor-
ship given by Eisele, 
21 particpants on 16 
bikes began the 90-
mile ride to Cheaha 
Mountain State Park. 
Cool, crisp weather, 
beautiful fall col-
ors, and spectacu-
lar scenery as they 

traveled to the park and up 
the mountain (the highest 

point in Alabama) added to 
the enjoyment of the trip.

With several stops to 
rest and get gas, the group 
had an opportunity to wit-
ness to other riders around 
the area. Many people 
were curious to see such a 
large group of riders, mak-
ing it possible to explain 
the logo.

The first meeting was 
so successful that the 
Conference is organizing 
a spring ride for April 14, 
2013, and a fall ride for 
October 13, 2013. 

—By cinita wOODS anD
reBecca Grice

Mike VanBeauKering and friends get ready for the 
first group ride of the Cycles for Christ Organization.
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

Conference holds first Men’s Ministries Retreat
On the surface the 

group of men driving down 
the long, primitive road 
into Indian Creek Camp 
on the afternoon of Friday, 
October 19, 2012, appeared 
to be a very diverse crowd. 
They arrived by car, truck, 
and motorcycle – some 
individually and many 
carpooling in groups. They 
came from a wide variety 
of ethnic backgrounds, rep-
resented more than a doz-
en churches in three states, 
and ranged in age from 
early 20’s all the way up 
to mid-70’s. They included 
pastors, elders, and laymen 
from a broad spectrum of 
professions from trades-
men to physicians. But, if 
you took a moment to look 
beneath the surface, it was 
quickly apparent that these 
70 men had far more in 
common than su-
perficial differenc-
es might lead one 
to expect. Each 
one shared a 
desire to be a bet-
ter Christian man, 
to be a strong 
Christian husband 
or father, and a 
willingness to 
participate in an 
experiment – the 
first men’s min-
istries retreat in Kentucky-
Tennessee history.

For many years the 
women of the Kentucky-
Tennessee Conference have 
been blessed by an active 
Women’s Ministries Depart-
ment, including an excep-
tional annual retreat that 
has become a model for 
other conferences through-

out the North American 
Division. Matt Demaree, 
whose wife, Christa, works 
in the Women’s Ministries 
Department, had the op-
portunity to observe the 
women’s ministries retreat 
first hand, and had become 
convicted both from his 
own experience and from 
observing other men in 
the Church that the retreat 
could benefit from a similar 
event specifically tailored 
to men. When Demaree 
approached the Conference 
leadership with the sug-
gestion, it was met with an 
enthusiastic response – and 
a suggestion that Demaree 
himself should lead out in 
the planning.

Demaree’s career as 
a nurse anesthetist hadn’t 
exactly prepared him for 
planning a men’s retreat 

from the ground up. But, 
after prayerful consider-
ation, he agreed to take on 
the task. He assembled a 
planning committee of vol-
unteers from area churches. 
At the first meeting they 
chose “Walk the Line” as 
their theme, and for inspi-
ration, these words from 
Micah 6:8: “He has shown 

you, O 
man, what 
is good; 
and what 
does 
the Lord 
require of 
you, but to 
do justly, 
to love 
mercy, and 
to walk 
humbly 
with your God.” 

The Women’s Minis-
tries Department provided 
valuable advice and logisti-
cal support, not least of 
which were the homemade 
sweet rolls and other treats 
the men enjoyed during 
their planning sessions.

The planning com-
mittee continued to meet 
regularly, and agreed to 
daily lift up in prayer both 

the retreat as 
a whole and 
committee 
members in-
dividually. Of 
course there 
were a few 
small bumps 
along the way, 
but the details 
quickly began 
to fall into 
place. Michael 
Christian, 

Ph.D., a prominent Nash-
ville area counselor and 
therapist, accepted the role 
of keynote speaker. He 
provided thoughts on “Bib-
lical Manhood,” “Talking to 
Children About Sex,” and 
“Sexual Integrity and Inti-
macy in Marriage.” These 
were heavy topics, so “Da 
Guyz,” a group from the 

Madison Campus Church, 
presented a humorous skit 
as an icebreaker prior to 
each discussion. In addi-
tion, Larry Wilkerson from 
Crown Financial Minis-
tries gave a presentation 
on principles of Christian 
stewardship and financial 
management while long-
time Kentucky-Tennessee 
pastor Fred Calkins gave a 
series of powerful worship 
thoughts on brothers in the 
Bible. And of course, there 
was time for recreation 
as well, with table games 
and basketball on Saturday 
night, and a paintball game 
on Sunday.

The retreat was a defi-
nite blessing to its partici-
pants, and when the men 
went their separate ways 
on Sunday, they took with 
them new friendships, a 
renewed commitment to be 
strong Christian men, and 
a strengthened relationship 
with the heavenly Father. 
With the Lord’s blessing, a 
strong foundation has been 
laid for the future that they 
may continue to uplift and 
support the men in the 
Conference as they “Walk 
the Line.”

—By aarOn raineS

The men enjoyed some laughs.

The men’s retreat was attended by a diverse group.
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Kentucky-Tennessee News

Twenty-four 
years ago, pastors 
Don Keele and 
Alan Craig began a 
ministry in the Ap-
palachian Mountains. 
They wanted to serve 
the people in eastern 
Kentucky by fixing 
their broken homes, 
and along the way, 
mend a few broken 
hearts. They decided 
that they would do this with 
unskilled, untrained teenag-
ers. Training would take 
place on the jobsite. Whether 
it was putting in a new bath-
room, repairing a crumbled 
wall, or adding a wheelchair 
ramp, students needed to 
learn the skills quickly and 
get the job completed in just 
a few short days.

Students from Madi-
son Academy (MA), along 
with Georgia-Cumberland 
Academy, partnered to touch 
lives in and around Liberty, 
Ky. A total of 51 students and 
24 adults spent five days in 
October working long days 
and sleeping on gym floors. 
The students from MA gave 
up their fall break to go on a 
working mission trip. 

All seven of the projects 
selected this year needed to 
be completed in just three 
days. Hard work and long 
days were a must if each 
project was to be successfully 
completed.

Students were divided 
into groups with one or two 
adults who “knew their way 
around the job site.” One 
group tore off rotten siding 
and replaced it with new sid-
ing, painted the entire exte-
rior of the house, and added 

a deck. Other groups at four 
different job sites added a 
porch roof, and resealed the 
roof over the house; power 
washed a house, added steps 
and railing to the exterior 
doors, and painted; gutted 
a bathroom and a kitchen, 
retiled the floor and installed 
the bathroom fixtures, hung 
brand new cabinets in the 
kitchen, 
and 
painted 
the 
porch 
outside; 
filled an 
entire 
“roll off” 
dump-
ster with 
trash and 
debris from one woman’s 
yard; and hung sheetrock in 
the entire classroom wing of 
a local church.

Students come back 
from this trip changed. They 
saw a side of the world, 
country, and neighbors they 
had never seen before. Cor-
rina Burks, a freshman at MA, 
struggled with the decision 
to attend this trip. She says, 
“Before I went on Appalachia 
Outreach, I was debating on 
whether it would be as much 
fun as everyone was making 

it out to be. I was expect-
ing the homeowners to 
be rude, living in nasty 
shacks, and showing no 
appreciation for what 
we were going to do for 
them. But, I was pleas-
antly surprised when they 
were extremely appre-
ciative for the work we 
were able to do for them. 
I realized they were peo-
ple who had needs, and 

I was someone who could 
help meet those needs. I just 
wish I could have stayed 
longer and done more.”

Ronnie Forte, MA 
freshman said, “The experi-
ence was great!  I was really 
blessed!  The worships were 
inspiring, and I came back 
with memories that will last a 

lifetime. It was truly a heart-
warming trip!” 

Imagine a young person 
spending their school break 
working and serving others 
and coming away changed. 
Appalachia Outreach is truly 
a blessing. In fact, if you 
ask Keele why this trip was 
started, he will tell you it was 
not for the people in Appala-
chia, at least that was not the 
main focus. The main reason 
was for the students and the 
people of Appalachia to get 
the benefits of the ministry 

from the students.
The theme for the trip 

this year was “Living the Leg-
acy.”  The theme was chosen 
for a number of reasons. 
First, they wanted to remem-
ber what the volunteers from 
the past 24 years had done, 
and they wanted to carry that 
same “legacy” on. Secondly, 
they wanted to honor Alan 
Craig and the legacy he left 
after he passed earlier this 
year. This trip would not 
have continued for 24 years 
had it not been for all the 
sacrifices and love shown by 
“Uncle” Alan. Thirdly, they 
wanted the students to know 
that they are the legacy, not 
only for the few days in Ap-
palachia, but also in every 
aspect of their lives. They are 

living a legacy for Christ each 
day.

For more information 
on how to get involved with 
future trips, contact Greg 
Hudson, chaplain at Georgia-
Cumberland Academy, or 
Andrew Jamieson, chaplain 
at Madison Academy. 

—By anDrew JaMieSOn

academy Students live the legacy

Madison Academy students: Emmanuel 
Smith, freshman, and Ella Snider, junior

Appalachia Outreach worship Building framework
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South Atlantic News

 Atlanta-Berean Chari-
ots Adventurer Club in 
Atlanta, Ga., honored its 
founder and first director, 
Master Guide Wilma Bry-
ant, as part of their Ad-
venturer Day celebration. 
Bryant started the club 25 
years ago, in 1987, to en-
tertain the younger siblings 
of the Pathfinders. In 1989, 
she attended a pilot pro-
gram put on by the North 
American Division. Shortly 
thereafter, Chariots was 
chosen as the club’s name. 
The Chariots became an 
official auxiliary of Atlanta-
Berean in 1994. Bryant was 
the club’s first director and 
continues to be involved. 
She currently serves as the 
Little Lambs counselor. 

 On August 25, 2012, 
current director Samuel 
Cort Jr., M.D., gave a brief 
synopsis on the origin of 
the club. He announced 

to the con-
gregation the 
establishment 
of the “Wilma J. 
Bryant Legacy 
Award” in her 
honor. Cort pre-
sented her with 
the first patch, 
commemorating 
the award, to 
be worn on her 
sash. She was 
then presented 
with a plaque 
(an exact 
replica of the 
patch). It read: 
“In recogni-
tion of 25 years 
of dedicated 
service to the 
Atlanta-Berean Chariots Ad-

venturer Club, 8/25/2012; 
Samuel F. Cort, Jr. MD, di-
rector; Fredrick A. Russell, 
Sr. Pastor.”

 Fredrick A. Russell, 

Atlanta-Berean senior pas-
tor, presented Bryant with 

a proclamation 
from the city of 
Atlanta commem-
orating the day. 
The best part of 
the presentation 
was yet to come. 
As Russell read 
the proclamation, 
her four daugh-
ters, two grand-
children, and one 
great-grandchild 
quietly assembled 
behind her. What 
a joyous sight it 
was as Russell 
announced their 
arrival. The look 
on her face was 
priceless. This 

was the first time all of 
her children had attended 
Atlanta-Berean together in 
a long time. It was a very 
touching moment, one that 

will not soon be forgotten. 
The family presented her 
with hugs and a bouquet of 
yellow — her favorite color 
— flowers. 

 The club announced 
the criteria for the award 
at their induction service 
on October 20. The first 
recipients of the Wilma J. 
Bryant Legacy Award were 
Taylor Cort, Caleb-Jeremiah 
French, and Amoni White. 

—By SaMuel f. 
cOrt Jr., M.D.

atlanta-Berean Chariots honor 
founder, first Director

Wilma Bryant, flanked by Fredrick A. Russell, Atlanta-Berean senior pastor; 
family; and Samuel Cort Jr., M.D., Adventurers director.

Fredrick A. Russell (left), Atlanta-Berean senior pastor, looks on as Samuel 
Cort Jr., M.D., Adventurers director, presents the first Wilma J. Bryant 
Legacy Award to Wilma Bryant.
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South Atlantic News

Bethany Christian academy holds 
Olympic Competition 

Praise Tabernacle Celebrates annual 
women’s Ministries weekend

Beginning with 
the opening cer-
emony, which in-
cluded the National 
Anthem, the kin-
dergarten class at 
Bethany Christian 
Academy in Macon, 
Ga., participated in 
an Olympic com-
petition. Grades 
1-2 were invited as 
guests to take part 
in this activity. Each 
athlete took an 
oath to “follow the 
rules, be fair, and 
play for fun.” 

The students 
participated in eight 

different games. 
The games 
were used as 
a teaching tool 
for a reading 
lesson on the 
Olympics in the 
new Stepping 
Stones Curricu-
lum. The lesson 
story, “Winners 
Never Quit,” 
was about Mia 
Hamm, a pro-
fessional soccer 
player who 
made it to the 
Olympics. 

At the end 
of the competi-

tion, a closing ceremony 
was held where the win-
ners were announced, and 
each student received a 
certificate for their partici-
pation. In addition to the 
games, the students learned 
about the Olympic Flag, 
its colors, and what they 
represent. 

The students left the 
games knowing how to ex-
hibit good sportsmanship, 
work as a team, and never 
give up!

—By Stephanie JOhnSOn 

Praise Tabernacle 
Church in Whiteville, N.C., 
celebrated their annual 
women’s ministries week-
end with representatives 
from Smokey Mount, N.C., 
to Columbia, S.C. 

The Friday night Agape 
Feast started the week-
end with Cheryl Sparks, 
speaker, from Ephesus 
Church in Wilmington, N.C. 
The inspirational message 
of sharing the “Oil and 
Wine” of service to others 
was confirmed by special 
music sung by Doris St. 
Juste, amazingly titled the 
same. Fellowship across 
religious boundaries was 
also obtained as commu-
nity guests from the local 
Baptist church were also in 
attendance. 

Sabbath School ser-
vices the next day included 
a skit by the young women 
of Praise Tabernacle, 
highlighting Miriam, Esther, 
Deborah, Ruth, Mary, and 
Martha of biblical fame, 
and their suggestion of 
how to evangelize. The 
Sabbath School lesson 
was taught by enthusiastic 
women representatives 
from Abney Chapel, Fay-
etteville, N.C., and Ephesus 
Church, Wilmington, N.C. 

Participants in the 
divine service were women 
ministries leaders at their 
churches. Sheila Mitis, 
Praise Tabernacle’s leader 
and coordinator of the 
weekend, expressed her 
thanks to all the women in 
attendance, which proved 

to be the largest Women’s 
Day event at Praise Taber-
nacle. Marla Lee of Praise 
Tabernacle was presented 
the Virtuous Woman Award 
for her exemplary Christian 
example. She is a former 
nurse and served as head 
usher, as well as provided 
housing for those who 
needed it. 

The divine worship 
speaker, Deborah Har-
ris, Ph.D., of Atlanta, Ga., 
blessed the congregation 
with a Spirit-filled ser-
mon about “Women on 
the Move.” She requested 
prayer and support for 
her family-owned charity, 
“Praying for the Children.” 
Not only does the charity 
help families with children 
in distress, but it provides 

camping opportunities and 
counseling to mend these 
families together. 

After service, the men 
of Praise Tabernacle served 
lunch, and it was greatly 
appreciated. Following the 
meal, an evening concert 
was held featuring local 
talent such as Randy Ward, 
Men of Honor, Essence of 
Grace, and Silent Voices. 

To culminate the 
weekend, Patricia Davis, 
first lady of Praise Taber-
nacle, treated the women 
to a “Ladies Night Out,” 
which included games and 
tasty treats. 

—By charlOtte 
verrett, M.D.

Emory Holness, kindergartener, wins the gold.
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South Central News

Au-
burn-Ope-
lika, Ala., 
Korean 
Church is a 
group that 
was started 
in 2012 
with a Va-
cation Bible 
School 
(VBS) 
led by 
13 young 
adults from 
Washing-
ton-Spen-
cerville 
Korean 
Church, and Yang Unjong, 
pastor, from July 8 to 14. 
About 25 children, who 
attended the VBS, were 
not Adventists, but they 
participated in the events 
and had a special time of 
learning about Jesus. On 
the Sabbath, most of their 
parents came to church to 
see their children during a 
presentation. Some of the 
parents donated snacks 
for the children, and 
expressed thanks to the 
teachers who made the 
VBS possible. 

While the VBS was 
going on, the South Cen-
tral Conference donated 
200 backpacks and school 
supplies for those who 
needed them in the com-
munity. Outreach Church 
members in Opelika, Ala., 
and volunteers from Mont-
gomery and Birmingham, 
helped with this ministry 
event. Also, an anony-
mous member donated 
500 hot dogs to share with 
the community. It was 
special because the VBS 
children and their parents 
also participated. 

Auburn-
Opelika 
members also 
operated a 
social welfare 
seminar — a 
healthy cook-
ing class and 
a golf class — 
which went 
very well. On 
Sabbath after-
noon, a free 
healthcare 
clinic for the 
Koreans was 
held. This 
was made 
possible by 

several doctors from At-
lanta: Kang Young Won, 
M.D.; Lee Pyung Jong, 

D.D.S.; Jung Young Shin, 
O.M.; John Jung, M.D., 
and Wanbae Ju, D.C.M. 
Several nurses came to 
help, Soonim Eim, and 
Okjoo Choi.

The events were 
published in the local 
community newspaper. 
A close relationship with 
some who are not Ad-
ventists was started, and 
now plans are in motion 
to start a Pathfinder club 
and youth ministries. The 
members really want to 
spread the love of Jesus 
and His Gospel in the Au-
burn area. Please remem-
ber this group in prayer.

—By Gitack Ju

auburn-Opelika hold Community Service Project

The children sang and presented a program for the parents.

Two hundred backpacks were donated 
with school supplies and food for those in 
the community who needed them.

The children participated enthuisiastically in 
the events, and had a special time of learn-
ing about Jesus.

Outreach Church members in Opelika, 
Ala., and volunteers from Montgomery 
and Birmingham assisted.

About 25 children from the community attended Vacation Bible 
School.
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South Central News

Community Garden Produce Shared with 
Terry, Mississippi, Residents

Brookes Celebrate 65 years of Marriage

CEO/Founder Debo-
rah Gant, of the Focus on 
Natural Health Education 
(FONHE ) & Community 
Development, Inc., non-
profit organization, shared 
bowls of fresh okra and 
cucumbers she picked 
from the community 
garden for those in need. 
Josephine Buckner and 
Johnny Stringer of Terry, 
Miss., were pleasantly sur-

prised when Gant hand-
delivered the fresh-picked 
vegetables to them. Gant 
stated that she has known 
Buckner for several years 
and recently met Stringer; 
however, she knew his 
niece, Doris Stringer, for 
almost 20 years. 

Gant, along with 
Skiffer Education Center of 
D’Lo, Miss. (students and 
Ernestine Skiffer, princi-

pal), Nancy Lott of D’Lo, 
and Danielle Sanders of 
Jackson, Miss., started the 
fall community garden 
which includes turnips, 
mustard, collard greens, 
kale, and spinach. They 
planted six rows of greens 
on September 20, and the 
greens sprouted on Sep-
tember 24. After replanting 
the sprouts, there were 23 
rows of green vegetables 

to share with those in 
need. It is their goal to 
provide free, fresh veg-
etables to 30 families. They 
are in need of volunteer 
assistance for the upkeep 
of the garden; as well as 
garden hoes, water hoses, 
and new or used garden 
tillers. Visit the website at 
www.fonhe.org.

—By DeBOrah Gant

Magazine Street 
Church members in Lou-
isville, 
Ky., and 
family and 
friends, 
shared the 
joy and 
blessing of 
the 65th 
wedding 
anniversa-
ry for Van 
and Elvira 
Brooks on 
Septem-
ber 26, 
2012. God 
blessed 

them with eight sons, 13 
grandchildren, and four 

great-
grandchil-
dren. 

The 
Brooks’ 
have 
rendered 
more than 
35 years of 
dedicated 
service to 
Magazine 
Church 
by help-
ing and 
serving in 
various 

ways, including deacon 
board, community ser-
vices, church basketball 
coach, Dorcas Society, Ad-
ventist men ministries, and 
outreach to the needy. 

According to Van 
Brooks, “These 65 years 
have been wonderful 
with my beautiful wife. 
We have faced some hard 
times over the years, but 
the good days outnum-
bered the bad, and we are 
thankful for the time God 
has allowed us to share 
together.”  

Elvira Brooks explains, 
“Our days together have 

been blessed because we 
trust and love each other, 
and we have faith in God.”

As members of Maga-
zine Street, they consis-
tently serve as role models 
to singles contemplating 
marriage, and married 
couples as they display 
how to maintain a healthy 
marriage relationship 
through God. The couple 
looks forward to sharing 
their 66th anniversary with 
friends and family next 
year.

—By Diana waShinGtOn-
kenSler

Van and Elvira Brooks celebrat-
ed their 65th wedding anniver-
sary in September.

Johnny Stringer receives cucumbers and 
okra from Deborah Gant of FONHE-Com-
munity Garden.

Josephine Buckner received cucumbers 
and okra from the FONHE Community 
Garden.

Principal Ernestine Skiffer demonstrates to 
the students how to plant rape greens.
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Southeastern News

During the 
week of October 
10–13, 2012, 647 
Pathfinders repre-
senting 28 clubs 
from Southeastern 
attended the sixth 
Southern Union 
Pathfinder Campo-
ree. More than 
6,000 Pathfinders 
throughout the 
Southern Union at-
tended the Camp-
oree held at Camp 
Kulaqua in High 
Springs, Fla.

Southeastern 
Pathfinders were 
honored to participate in 
the opening services of the 
Camporee. The highlight 
of the opening service was 
the awesome rendition of 
the National Anthem that 
was performed by Sherice 
Bailey, a member of the 
New Hope Pathfinders 
Club.

During the opening 

service, Allan Williamson, 
Southern Union youth 
director, announced that he 
was retiring after 26 years 
of service as youth director. 
Williamson introduced the 
new youth director, Ken 
Rogers, to the Pathfinders. 
Rogers will officially begin 
serving as the Southern 
Union youth director on 
January 1, 2013.

Dean Davis, 
mayor of High 
Springs, Fla., 
welcomed the 
Pathfinders to High 
Springs during the 
opening service. 
He commented that 
during the Campo-
ree the population 
of High Springs, 
which is ap-
proximately 5,350, 
doubled in size due 
to the presence of 
the Pathfinders.

Approximately 
27 honors were 
taught during the 

Camporee. Nine of the 
honors were taught by 
Master Guides from the 
Southeastern Conference. 
Honors that Southeastern 
taught were Edible Plants 1 
& 2, Knot Tying, Orienteer-
ing, Stars, Model Rock-
etry, Rocks and Minerals, 
African-American Adventist 
Heritage, African Lore, and 

Hurricanes.
During the event, sev-

eral activities were con-
ducted, including a drum 
corps competition. The 
combined clubs of Shiloh 
Church Pathfinders, Ocala, 
Fla., and North Orlando 
Church Pathfinders, Or-
lando, Fla., won first place 
in the varsity category. 
Maranatha Pathfinder Drum 
Corps from Tallahassee, 
Fla., placed second in the 
junior varsity drum cat-
egory.

During closing ceremo-
nies, Ivan Sanky, president 
of the Southeastern Confer-
ence Pathfinder Federation 
Council, presented William-
son with a flag that was 
flying above the Florida 
State Capitol building dur-
ing the terrorist attacks on 
September 11, 2001, on 
behalf of the Southeastern 
Conference for his years of 
service.

—By rOBert henley

Southeastern Pathfinders Participate in 
Union Camporee

Ivan Sanky and Lil Henderson present Allan 
Williamson with a flag that was flying above the 
Florida State Capitol building during the terrorist 
attacks on September 11, 2001, on behalf of the 
Southeastern Conference for his years of service.

Perrine Members Conduct evangelistic Crusade

Nicolle Brise, Southeastern 
women’s ministries director, 
served as the evangelist for the 
Perrine crusade.

In keeping with the 
evangelistic vision of the 
Southeastern Conference, 
the Women’s Ministries 
Department of Perrine, Fla., 
Church held an eight-day 
crusade from August 29 
to September 8, 2012. The 
meetings were held each 
evening except Thursdays. 

The featured speaker 
was Nicolle Brise, South-
eastern women’s ministries 
director. The eight-day 
journey was a spiritual, 

energizing, and uplifting 
experience. Weeks be-
fore the meetings began, 
the women’s ministries 
leader, Giselle Holness, 
M.D., and her team, held 
several planning sessions 
to prepare for the event. 
The entire church — men, 
women, boys, and girls — 
was involved in this effort.

In preparation for the 
meeting, the members 
went into the surrounding 
neighborhoods distributing 

flyers and inviting friends 
and neighbors to attend. 
At the end of the meetings, 
five precious souls were 
baptized. 

—By Millicent taylOr
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Southeastern News

On Octo-
ber 23, 2012, 
the students of 
Daughter of Zion 
Junior Academy 
(DOZJA), Delray 
Beach, Fla., met 
with President 
Barack Obama 
while he was 
campaigning for the 2012 
presidential race. The event 
was held at the Delray 
Beach Civic Center and 
Tennis Stadium Complex, 
which is one block away 
from DOZJA. 

Shortly before the 
event, the school staff 
received word that the 
President’s motorcade 
was scheduled to pass by 
Daughter of Zion Church, 
which is adjacent to the 

school. The staff 
gathered the 
students and 
stood anxiously 
along the edge 
of the church’s 
property awaiting 
the President’s 
motorcade.

As the 
President’s car passed, the 
student’s voices were lifted 
with the gathering crowd 
as they chanted, “Obama! 
Obama!, Obama! ...” Obama 
waved at the students. The 
students were gleeful with 
affirmation that they saw 
the President of the United 
States. With that, the pre-
school through 3rd grade 
returned to the school, 
while grades 4 through 8 
sought to secure a spot near 

the Tennis Stadium to listen 
to the President’s speech. 

During the event, a 
presidential aide came to 
the school and informed the 
staff that Obama 
requested to 
meet with the 
students after 
the event. Staff 
members ran 
through the 
hall screaming 
and shouting. 
Radio commu-
nication began 
to buzz, “The 
President wants 
to meet us!” 
Soon DOZJA’s 
parade of green, 
blue, and maroon uniforms 
began snaking their way to 
the Delray Beach City Hall 

Civic Center. 
The students were 

honored to meet, greet, 
touch, take pictures of, and 
simply embrace the Presi-

dent. “The look 
on every one 
of our students’ 
faces was price-
less,” said one 
faculty member. 
“The President 
truly demon-
strated a love 
for children and 
a genuine inter-
est in DOZJA.” 
The students 
received a per-
sonal, motiva-
tional speech, 

autographed placards, and 
other memorabilia. 

—By karen JOneS

DOZJa Students Meet with Barack Obama

President Barack 
Obama speaks to the 
students about the im-
portance of education.

Students from the 
Daughter of Zion Ju-
nior Academy, Delray 
Beach, Fla., were invited 
to meet with President 
Barack Obama.

Milton Sterling, D.Min., Passes at 65
Milton Sterling, 65, 

ministerial director for the 
Southeastern Conference, 
died October 11, 2012, at 
Florida Hospital Altamonte 
Springs. 

Sterling’s 35 years of 
service to Christ began 
when he was hired in 
1977 by the South Atlantic 
Conference to serve as a 
minister. During that time, 
he pastored eight churches 
and planted four. In 1981, 
Sterling was ordained to 
the Gospel ministry. 

His pursuit of higher 
education began at West 
Indies College in Jamaica, 
and he continued his stud-
ies at Brooklyn College in 
New York, in the field of 
psychology. 

While 
working as a 
family coun-
selor in New 
York City, 
Sterling was 
called by 
God into the 
Gospel min-
istry. In 1977, 
he earned a 
bachelor of arts degree in 
theology from Oakwood 
University. In 1978, he 
received a master of arts 
degree in religious studies 
from Andrews University. 
In 1981, he earned a doc-
torate degree in ministry 
from Gulf Coast Seminary. 

In 2008, Sterling be-
came the first ministerial di-
rector for Southeastern. In 

May of 2012, 
Sterling was 
appointed to 
serve for a 
second term. 

As minis-
terial director, 
Sterling was 
the pastor’s 
pastor. During 
his tenure, he 

sought to assist the pastor 
in every area of ministry. 
To that end, he implement-
ed a pastors and wives 
retreat, and encouraged 
every pastor to pursue ad-
vanced degrees in ministry. 

It was his dream for 
every pastor in Southeast-
ern to visit the seven New 
Testament churches. He 
felt that experience would 

change the pastors and 
enhance their ministry. He 
also oversaw the ministry 
of elders, deacons, and 
deaconesses, and imple-
mented annual workshops 
for them.

Sterling is survived 
by his beloved wife of 41 
years, Beverly; two adult 
sons: Milton II and his 
wife, Kyna, and Wesley; 
two grandchildren, Kaili 
and Mallori; and a host 
of brothers, sisters, aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.

Sterling is the third in-
dividual to pass while serv-
ing as a ministries director 
in the 31-year history of 
Southeastern Conference.

—By rOBert henley
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Lessons for con-
temporary life can 
be learned from the 
lives of the prophets, 
Zainab Alwani, profes-
sor of Islamic Studies 
at Howard University 
School of Divinity in 
Washington, D.C., told 
those attending the 
premiere Ahl al-Kitab 
Lecture at Oakwood 
University.

“The prophet is 
a role model through 
submission to God,” 
Alwani said in the 
lecture that looked 
at aspects of what 
the Quran says about 
Abraham, Moses, 
Joseph, and Solomon. 
“Their experiences 
reveal social, political, 
and economic reforms 
that benefit humanity, not 
themselves.”

The series, organized 
by the Center for Adven-
tist-Muslim Relations at 
Oakwood University, will 
bring an eminent scholar 
of the Bible or the Quran 
to campus to lecture 
annually on themes in 
common among the Scrip-
tures revered by Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims. 
“Ahl al-Kitab,” meaning 
“People of the Book” in 
Arabic, is the phrase used 
by the Muslim prophet, 
Muhammad, to refer 
jointly to Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims in recogni-
tion of the beliefs held in 
common among the three 
faiths.

Alwani is also one 
of two women on the 
18-member Fiqh Coun-

cil of North America, the 
panel of Islamic religious 
legal scholars who adjudi-
cate questions of religious 
practice. The Council 
issued a fatwa, an official 
statement, condemn-
ing the 
near-fatal 
shooting 
by a radi-
cal group 
in Paki-
stan of a 
14-year-
old girl 
who is 
an activ-
ist for the 
education 
of girls.

“The 
lives of 
the proph-
ets give an 
example 
of strug-

gling against tyranny 
and injustice,” she said.

While Moses is 
widely recognized for 
his leadership against 
the tyranny and injus-
tice of the pharaoh, 
Moses’ example also 
shows how God used 
female initiative 
and leadership to 
provide a model 
for gender rela-
tions.

“God pro-
vided much to 
balance human 
relations,” said 
Alwani, who 
is also director 
of Karamah, an 
organization of 
Muslim women 
lawyers for hu-
man rights, and 

who has written 
on the Quran and 
gender relations. 

“The life of 
Moses highlights 
female agency and 

initiative, 
showing us 
that men 
and women 
in relation-
ship are to 
be as gar-
ments for 
each other, 
covering the 
other’s im-
perfections,” 
she said.

In 
the life of 
Joseph, 
the Quran 
shows how 
he was 
an agent 

for economic reform, “a 
prophet who asks no 
reward,” Alwani said. 
In the life and example 
of Solomon, the Quran 
shows political reform, the 
wielding of power with 
responsibility.

Respondents to Al-

wani’s lecture, which was 
held in the auditorium of 
the Bradford-Cleveland-
Brooks Leadership Center 
at Oakwood, included 
Tarsee Li, professor of He-
brew Bible at Oakwood, 
local Muslim leaders 
Mohamed Seif and Aladin 
Beshir, and Heidi Gutt-
schuss, immediate past 
director of the Adventist-
Muslim Relations for the 
North American Division 
of Seventh-day Adventists.

Guttschuss thanked 
Alwani for her thought-
provoking study. She said 
she has learned from a 
study circle she partici-

Oakwood University hosts inaugural islamic lecture

Keith Augustus Burton, Ph.D., director 
of the Center for Adventist-Muslim Re-
lations at Oakwood University, stands 
with Zainab Alwani, prior to the inau-
gural Ahl al-Kitab Lecture at Oakwood, 
which Alwani delivered Thursday, 
October 11, 2012.

Zainab Alwani, professor of Islamic 
studies at Howard University’s School 
of Divinity in Washington, D.C., deliv-
ers the inaugural Ahl al-Kitab Lecture 
for the Center for Adventist-Muslim 
Relations at Oakwood University on 
Thursday, October 11, 2012. Heidi 
Guttschuss (seated, left), former direc-
tor of Adventist-Muslim Relations 
for the North American Division of 
Seventh-day Adventists, who was one of 
the respondents to the lecture, is sealed 
by Imam Waliyyuddin Beyah of Masjid 
Al-Warithdeen in Huntsville.

The Ahl al-Kitab Lectures at 
Oakwood University will explore 
themes, stories, and inspiration 
in common between the Bible 
and the Quran. 
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Shawn Byrd elected Chaplain for alabama 
Regional law enforcement academy

Oakwood University 
Police Department (OUPD) 
reports that Corporal 
Shawn Byrd has enrolled 
in the 157th Session of the 
Northeast Alabama Region-
al Law Enforcement Acad-
emy in Anniston, Ala.  On 
his first day, he success-
fully passed the APOSTC 
Physical Agility test, which 
involves completing an 
obstacle course in 90 sec-
onds (pushing an occupied 
patrol car 15 yards, running 
50 yards, climbing over 
a six-foot wall, running 
another 50 yards, climbing 

through a 2’ x 2’ window, 
running across a 15-yard 
balance beam, and pulling 
a dummy weighing 165 
lbs. for 15 yards).  In ad-
dition, cadets have to run 
1.5 miles in 15:27 minutes, 
complete 22 push-ups in 
one minute, and complete 
25 sit-ups in one minute.

The APOSTC Physical 
Agility test is given on the 
first day of the academy 
to weed out individuals 
who do not meet state 
fitness standards. It is the 
most grueling portion of 
the 480-hour academy that 

stretches over 
a three-month 
period. 
With this 
test behind 
him, Byrd 
is poised to 
begin his 
training in 
defensive tac-
tics, firearms 
proficiency, 
Alabama 
penal code, 
investigations, 
crime scene 
searches, 
constitutional 

law, and other 
aspects of law en-
forcement. 

Byrd has been 
elected to the posi-
tion of chaplain 
for his class of 
94 cadets. Within 
two weeks of his 
matriculation, Byrd 
became known 
among his peers for 
his spiritual attributes and 
Christian lifestyle, which 
led to his nomination and 
election. Byrd began lead-
ing out in an early morn-

ing prayer and devotional 
group that has increased 
from 15 to more than 50 
participants.  He now 
solicits others to partake 
in leading out in various 
aspects of the morning 
sessions which include a 
devotional thought, testi-
mony, and prayer.

Byrd joins recent 
graduates from OUPD who 
have served as class presi-
dent and section leader 
in their respective classes. 
Chief Lewis Eakins says, 
“We sincerely appreciate 
the continued unparalleled 

confidence 
and support 
of administra-
tion as we 
continue to 
strive to rep-
resent Christ 
first, and 
provide for 
a safe learn-
ing environ-
ment. Please 

continue to keep Corporal 
Byrd in your prayers as 
he represents Oakwood 
University.”

—By lewiS eakinS

pates in that includes both 
Muslims and Christians, 
that she does not own 
God or all the truth about 
God.

 “We come to the 
circle, both Christians and 
Muslims, with all our own 
theology and thinking 
we’re right,” Guttschuss 

said. “But, the study has 
worked because we al-
ways ask, ‘What can you 
take from this night to 
affect your own life?’”

“Thank you for your 
emphasis on ‘tauhid, the 
oneness of God,’ as the 
starting point for all the 
prophets,” Guttschuss 

said. “We are all guilty 
of fragmenting God, of 
thinking God worked 
one way then and works 
another way now.”

“This is the first step 
on a long journey of 
understanding, of build-
ing a better world for our 
children and grandchil-

dren” said Aladin Beshir, 
a longtime activist for 
interfaith understanding 
in Huntsville. “We have a 
whole lot more in com-
mon than different.”

—By kay caMpBell, The 
hunTsville Times Staff 

writer
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Southern Adventist University

Students assist local Church in evangelistic Series

animation Parable by Students, Staff Goes Viral

Each of the 18 tables was assigned a SALT 
student and an East Ridge Church leader 
who facilitated discussions with their 
group before and after every sermon.

This October and 
November, students 
from Southern’s SALT 
(Soul-winning And 
Leadership Training) 
program participated 
in an evangelistic event 
with the East Ridge 
Church in East Ridge, 
Tenn. The prophecy 
series ran five weeks, 
and nearly 100 who 
were not Adventist at-
tended the meetings.

The setup for 
the series was differ-
ent from the usual, where 
guests sit in pews and face 
the front. The church used 
its fellowship hall instead, 
allowing attendees to sit in 
a circle and connect with 
their group. Each of the 18 
tables was assigned a SALT 

student and an East Ridge 
Church leader. Those two 
table leaders facilitated dis-
cussions with their group 
before and after every ser-
mon by guest speaker Joe 
Cirigliano.

The tasks SALT table 
leaders carried out during 

this series fulfilled their 
practicum requirement, 
and tied back to their 
learning in classes like 
Christian Witnessing, 
Topics in Evangelism, 
and Interpersonal 
Ministry.

Michael Gee, se-
nior outdoor emergen-
cy services and nurs-
ing major, is a current 
student in the SALT 
program. Before serv-
ing as a table leader at 
the evangelism meet-

ings, he and other SALT 
students went door-to-door 
in the East Ridge com-
munity asking if anyone 
needed Bible studies. One 
of the community members 
that agreed — and has 
been studying with him 

ever since — was a part of 
his table group during the 
evangelism series.

“She’s been discon-
nected from the Adventist 
Church for a while,” said 
Michael about his table 
group member, “but she 
has absolutely loved this 
church and the warm, 
community aspect of the 
series.”

SALT, in its second 
year of operation, is a joint 
program between Southern 
Adventist University and It 
Is Written. The program’s 
curriculum is designed to 
increase participants’ Bible 
knowledge and prepare 
them for evangelism. For 
more information, visit 
southern.edu/salt.

—By inGriD hernanDeZ

After a lengthy produc-
tion filled with challenges 
and triumphs, the School 
of Visual Art and Design’s 
10-minute animated film 
“Rock in the Road” debuted 
on VIMEO September 9, 
with 13,000 hits that first 
day. Since then, the video 
has been picked up by sev-
eral mainstream sites and 
has currently been viewed 
more than 75,000 times. 

The original script for 
“Rock in the Road” was 
written in 2007 by anima-
tion student Cory Goodwin, 
’10. The story is set in East 
India, and centers around a 
boy attempting to get past 
a large rock the king has 
put on a mountainside road 
to test the character of his 
subjects. While the concept 

for the film seemed simple 
enough, the production 
turned into a five-year ef-
fort that faced numer-
ous struggles. 

“The project 
teetered on the edge 
of abandonment 
many times due to 
changing crews, 
story challenges, and 
format changes,” said 
Zack Gray, associate 
professor of anima-
tion. “Nevertheless, a 
small dedicated team 
decided that finishing 
the film was important.” 

While the animation for 
the film was completed by 
2010, there were still 120 
shots to simulate, finalize, 
light, and render before the 
project would be complete. 

Melissa Caldwell, senior 
animation major; Daniel 
Cooper, ’12; and Yannick 

Amegan, ’11, made up the 
small, determined crew 
that continued to work on 
“Rock in the Road” until its 
completion this fall. 

“This project has really 
showcased to the world the 

great talent that students 
and faculty in Southern’s 
School of Visual Art and 

Design pos-
sess,” said 
Isaac James, 
eCommunica-
tions manager 
at Southern. 
“Having this 
type of proj-
ect be so well 
received online 
has been great 
exposure for 
both the crew 
who worked 

on it, and Southern as a 
whole.” 

For more information, 
and to view the video, visit 
rockintheroad.blogspot.
com. 

—By luke evanS 

“Rock in the Road” has been viewed more than 
75,000 times since debuting in September.

34       T I D I N G S  •  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 2    



O b i t u a r i e s
ACEBAL, Joseph E., 89, born nov. 26, 
1922 in Matanzas, cuba, died July 1, 2012 
in Gainesville, fl. he was a member of 
the Gainesville church for six years. he is 
survived by two sons: Joseph Jr. and Jimmy of 
Miami, fl; one daughter, Joellen Goldberg of 
Gainesville; one brother, Samuel of Deland, 
fl; and four sisters: Grace firpi of Gainesville, 
Josey Saledino of Boise, iD, elisa Brown of 
walla walla, wa, and kitty Gordon of Miami. 
the service was conducted by pastor Daniel 
Graham at the Gainesville church.
ACEVEDO, Ovidio, 81, born feb. 25, 1931 in 
puerto rico, died april 8, 2012 in avon park, fl. 
he was a member of the avon park church. he 
is survived by his wife, esther; one daughter, 
Diana acevedo; and two grandchildren. the 
service was conducted by pastor paul Boling 
and alex Margado at avon park Spanish 
church. interment was at lakeview Memorial 
Gardens in avon park.
ALFORD, Jim, 84, born Dec. 2, 1927, died 
June 1, 2012 in Ocala, fl. he was a member 
of the Dunnellan, fl, church for 20 years.
ARTRESS, Alan Kent, 55, of collegedale, 
tn, born March 22, 1957 in Greenville, Sc, 
died May 22, 2012 after a short illness. he 
was born to the late hazel and val artress. 
he was a devoted father to robert “robbie” 
alan artress; beloved brother of elaine and 
larry eastburn, patrice and herb higgins, 
and pancha Schrestha; and “uncle Buck” to 
Stephen eastburn, emily eastburn, and kelly 
eastburn Bryant. he was a special friend to 
many; including his work family. he was a 
lifelong member of the Seventh-day adventist 
church and loved the Good news Gospel, 
which he often said his dad taught him. he 
earned a B.S. in psychology from Southern 
adventist university in 1982, and a M.S in 
school psychology from utc in 1990. for the 
past 12 years, he was an educational trainer 
for keytrain/thinking Media and director of 
customer service. he was passionate about 
his job, and made many friends in his travels 
around the country conducting keytrain 
training. he loved to golf (just like his dad), play 
racquetball, and especially enjoyed the spring 
break trips to snow ski in colorado with his son.
ASBURY, Fannie A., 67, born Dec. 23, 1944 
in hart county, ky, died May 1, 2012 in Green 
county, ky.  She is survived by one son, lenny 
asbury; and one grandchild.
ASHLEY, Roselle C., 79, born feb. 19, 1933 
in Barnett Bush St. James, Jamaica, w.i., 
died March 18, 2012 in Ocala, fl. She was a 
member of the Silver Springs Shores church 
in Ocala for 22 years. She is survived by her 
husband, noel; one son, anthony; one daughter, 
Joycelyn lawrence; one step-daughter, lurlet 
Gordon; four sisters: Daisy cooke, Minah 
cooke, patricia cooke, and esmine cooke; 
six grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. 
the service was conducted by pastor reynold 
Maxwell and pastor Matthew christo at Silver 
Springs Shores church. interment was at 
highland Memorial Gardens in Ocala.
BAKER, Benjamin F., 78, born Dec. 17, 1933 in 

atlanta, Ga, died april 18, 2012 in St. augustine, 
fl. he was a member of the St. augustine 
church for two years. he is survived by his son, 
Benjamin f. Baker Jr. of Jacksonville, fl; two 
daughters: Sheree and Bonnie; one brother, 
luke Baker of flagler county, fl; one sister, 
lilliam hunter of Georgia; three grandchildren; 
and one great-grandchild.
BALDWIN, Bernell Elwyn, 88, born Jan. 21, 
1924 in angwin, ca, died aug. 14, 2012. he 
was educated at puc preparatory School 
and loma linda prior to going to wildwood 
Sanitarium and Medical Missionary institute in 
wildwood, Ga. he earned a master’s degree, 
and completed a ph.D. in neurophysiology at 
George washington university. he married 
Marjorie Jacobs, M.D. taught at loma linda 
university for 14 years. in 1977 they returned 
to wildwood. a journeyman carpenter, he led 
out in wildwood’s frazee education Building. 
he worked as science editor and editor-in-
chief for Journal of health & healing. he and 
Marjorie had no children. he is survived by 
his sister, Melva Baldwin wright cummings; 
nephew, ed wright; and niece, linda wysong 
Becker. he was preceded in death by his wife, 
Marjorie Jacobs Baldwin; his younger brother, 
Dalton Baldwin; and Dalton’s children: cheryl 
Goyne, yvonne foster, and Duane Baldwin. 
a memorial service was held nov. 18 at the 
wildwood chapel.
BENSON, Margaret (Peggy) M., 94, born 
March 15, 1918 in erie, pa, died aug. 13, 2012 
in altamonte Springs, fl. She was a member 
of the forest lake church, apopka, fl. She 
is survived by two sons: william Meek of 
longwood, fl, and John Meek of casper, wy; 
two daughters: Barbara Smith of pell city, al, 
and kathy Mckenna of altamonte Springs, fl; 
12 grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren. 
the memorial service was conducted by pastor 
floyd powell in altamonte Springs, fl.
BIRD, Robert W. (Bob), 79, born July 19, 1932, 
died Dec. 8, 2011 in conyers, Ga. Beloved 
husband, father, grandfather, and Pathfinder 
director, ‘Big Bird’ was a native of kansas city, 
KS. He was honored with a Pathfinder funeral 
service by his Pathfinders of 30 years ago, 
many from the Southside church in Jonesboro, 
Ga. ‘Big Bird’ will be long remembered for his 
many years of service as church elder, youth 
Sabbath School teacher, Pathfinder director, 
Maranatha builder, model rocketry instructor 
at cohutta Springs youth camp, and builder 
of many camp projects. he attended, worked, 
and supported all the north american Division 
Pathfinder Camporees beginning with the first 
one in 1985 at camp hale in colorado. he was 
a member of the avon park, fl, church (after 
he retired). he is survived by his wife of 56 
years, Margie futch Bird; one son, robert a. 
(Debbie) Bird; one daughter, Jeananne (Britt) 
holstrun; six grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren. his favorite farewell was ‘God 
bless you and have a good day’ with a thumbs 
up salute. John Swafford, robert a. Bird, 
and tim hogg conducted the funeral. Music 
included pianist connie Starkey, vocalist cindy 

Day, and piano solo by grandson Beau Bird. 
interment was at veterans national cemetery 
in canton, Ga, with an air force honor Guard.
BLANCHARD, Samuel, 41, born nov. 22, 
1970, died suddenly at his home in Brooklyn, 
ny on June 17, 2012. he is survived by his 
mother, Gwen Gooch; one sister, chandia; 
three nieces; two nephews; many cousins; 
and friends. he was a member of the Stearns, 
ky, church. a memorial service was held in 
Manhattan, ny, at new york united adventist 
church.
BOYLE, Claudine Willowford Hopkins, 88, 
born in ellenwood, Ga, died aug. 15, 2012. She 
was the life of a party and could play anything 
on the piano or accordion after hearing only a 
few notes. She was the organist and pianist 
for many years of knoxville first church. She 
especially enjoyed teaching beginner students 
of all ages. She is survived by her husband of 
68 years, John w. Boyle Jr., 94, whose devotion 
to her care extended her life; her three children: 
Beverly (harold) Duckett of knoxville, tn; Dr. J. 
william (karen) Boyle iii of kingsport, tn; and 
rebecca (Dr. Gerald) Mitchell of limestone, tn; 
one step-granddaughter, tara (erik) peterson 
of Denver, cO; stepbrothers; cousins; nephew; 
and extended family. 
BRANCH, Wiley E., 72, of lakeland, Ga, died 
nov. 1, 2011 after a lengthy illness. he was 
a member of the lakeland-valdosta church. 
he is survived by his wife, hazel Branch; two 
daughters: patrice (allan) white and paulette 
(Jerry) littleton; one son, walter (Stacy) Branch; 
his mother, elsie Branch; six grandchildren; and 
three great-grandchildren.
BROWN, Gerald H., 95, born aug. 25, 1916 in 
tablegrove, il, died May 14, 2012 in altamonte 
Springs, fl. he was a member of the forest 
lake church in apopka, fl. he is survived by 
one son, kenneth of apopka; one daughter, 
Sandy parks; eight grandchildren; and 12 great-
grandchildren. the service was conducted by 
pastor Bob Boggess and Jack clarke at florida 
hospital church in winter park, fl. interment 
was at high Memory Gardens in apopka.
CARMAN, Eldon Ellsworth, D.D.S., 89, died 
Aug. 2, 2012 after a brief illness. He was the first 
orthodontist in cobb country, Ga, and practiced 
orthodontics for more than 30 years in Marietta, 
Ga. he also served as Dental Secretary for the 
General conference of Seventh-day adventists 
for more than 25 years, responsible for dental 
clinics around the world. he is survived by 
three children: caryn Joy carman payne, 
eldon preston carman, and ernest (Sandy) 
edward carman; eight grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild. 
CHRISTIAN, C. Dionisio, 82, born June 27 
1929 in San pedro de Macoris, Dominican 
republic, died april 1, 2012 in Sebring, fl. he 
was a member of the avon park, fl, Spanish 
church for 19 years. his denominational 
service of 44 years included: district pastor, 
education director, youth director, university 
theology professor, mission secretary and union 
president in the Dominican republic, panama, 
honduras, and puerto rico from 1947 to1985. 
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from 1985 to1991, he held the following 
positions at the inter-american Division: 
director of lay activities and stewardship, public 
affairs and religious liberty director, and field 
secretary. he is survived by his wife, Melba; two 
sons: Dionisio of Gainesville, fl, and roberto 
christian of Miami, fl; two daughters: Dinorah 
rivera of Miami, fl, and esther christian of 
Sebring; one brother, ismael of Orlando, fl; 10 
grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. 
the service was conducted by pastors israel 
leito, alejandro Morgado, and wilson roberts 
at avon park Spanish church. interment was 
at lakeview Memorial Gardens in avon park.
CLARK, Anna Florence Jaggers, 87, born 
May 5, 1924 in rio, hart county, ky, died July 
24, 2012 in pewee valley, ky.  She grew up 
on a large farm near the Green river.  when 
she was 10 years old, the house where the 
family lived was hit by a tornado.  She and her 
mother, who were home at the time, narrowly 
escaped death. her father, who was a quarter 
of a mile away, saw what happened. he hurried 
home to the destroyed house and was very 
grateful they were still alive. anna’s mother 
was a fourth generation Seventh-day adventist, 
and her father was a Baptist. when she was 
12 years old, she was baptized in a pond in 
front of her grandparents’ house. Both pond 
and house are still standing. During her early 
years, she attended the powder Mill adventist 
Church near Linwood, KY. According to official 
records and family history, this was the first 
Seventh-day adventist church building erected 
in kentucky in 1874. this sturdy, white frame 
building, though no longer used as a church, is 
still standing. She was a member of the pewee 
valley church. She was preceded in death last 
year by her husband of 62 years, ray clark. 
She is survived by her son, Dr. thomas J. 
(Betty) clark; two granddaughters; and four 
great-grandchildren.
COMER, Virgil L., 97, born July 14, 1914 
in lakeland, fl, died Jan. 12, 2012 in 
Goodlettsville, tn. he served in wwii as a 
medic, and made Seventh-day adventist friends 
in england and Germany that he kept in touch 
with until his death. he was a painting contractor 
in lakeland, fl, for 22 years before moving 
in 1967 to Madison, tn, where he worked 
as a painter in the maintenance department 
of Madison hospital. he was a member of 
the Seventh-day adventist church for 75 
years. he served in several church positions: 
Sabbath School teacher and superintendent, 
deacon, elder, chorister, and ingathering 
singing bandleader. at the time of his death 
he was a member of the Marion, nc, church. 
he is survived by his wife of 11 years, rubie 
Boyd comer of Madison, tn; one daughter, 
linda (Jim) wolcott of albuquerque, nM; 
granddaughter, tonda (John) Smit; great-
grandsons, nicolaas and nathan Smit of 
anacortes, wa; one grandson, Dr. James (Dr. 
Susan) wolcott; great-grandson, Oliver wolcott 
of Santa fe, nM; one nephew, neil (carol) 
tompkins of altamonte Springs, fl; and one 
niece, ann tompkins (Donald) Johnson of 
white Bluff, tn. he was preceded in death by 

his wife of 62 years, ruth comer, and his sister, 
iva tompkins. a memorial service was held at 
Madison, tn, Boulevard church on May 18, 
2012, officiated by Myron Johnson and Wayne 
long.  an additional service was held in little 
Switzerland, nc, by kenneth coonley.
CRAIG, Amelia, 99, born June 27, 1912 in 
russia, died March 15, 2012 in avon park, fl. 
She was a member of the avon park church.  
her denominational employment included:  
literature evangelist in wyoming, 1945-
1947; food Service Director at platte valley 
academy, 1948-1952; food Service Director 
union college, 1952-1966; and food Service 
Director at Shenandoah valley academy, new 
Market, va, 1966-1976. She is survived by 
her daughters: carol remington of avon park, 
and lorene watters of Medford, Or; four 
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and 
six great-great-grandchildren.
CRUZ-RODRIGUEZ, Esperanza, 101, born 
feb. 15, 1911 in arecibo, puerto rico, died May 
3, 2012 in avon park, fl. She was a member 
of the avon park Spanish church for 16 years. 
She is survived by two sons: Giddel rodriguez 
of Queens, ny, and william rodriguez of 
pembroke pines, fl; four daughters: angela 
Saillant of allentown, pa, eva Oliver of Margate, 
fl, nydia rodriguez, Miami, fl, and loyda 
rodriguez of avon park, fl; 18 grandchildren; 
46 great-grandchildren; and six great-great-
grandchildren. the service was conducted 
by pastor alejandro Morgado at avon park 
Spanish church. the interment was at lakeside 
Memorial Gardens in avon park.
DEMOINES, Deborah, 58, born in 1953 in 
Detroit, Mi, died July 17, 2012 in huntsville, al. 
She was a member of the huntsville central 
church. She is survived by one son and one 
daughter.
DICK, Dr. Donald David, 80, of collegedale, 
tn, born June 21, 1932 in lincoln, ne, died 
Sept. 16, 2012 with his wife, Joyce, holding 
his hand. he was a member of collegedale 
church. Born to history professor the late 
everett Dick and his wife, Opal. he graduated 
from union college, held a master of arts 
in speech from the university of nebraska, 
and a ph.D. from Michigan State university. 
he married Joyce elaine tornow in 1955 
in Murdo, SD. after 11 years at la Sierra 
university in california teaching speech and 
managing radio station kSDa, the Dicks 
moved to collegedale, tn, in 1968 with their 
three children. he taught communications at 
Southern adventist university for 37 years. at 
Southern, he directed productions of “fiddler on 
the roof,” “My fair lady,” “annie,” “the Sound 
of Music,” and more. he also coordinated 
satellite radio broadcasts of international 
Seventh-day adventist conferences, including 
youth congress in Switzerland. On Sabbatical 
in california, he produced the tv program 
Faith For Today. an active member and 
past president of the Ooltewah-collegedale 
kiwanis club for 30 years, he had the honor 
of being the first club member elected as Lt. 
Governor of Division 3. he loved traveling, 

museums, birds, music, books, and his family. 
he is survived by his wife of 57 years, Joyce 
Dick; two daughters: linda (rod) Gustad, and 
valerie (Jim) hunt; one son, David (Sherry) 
Dick; seven granddaughters: anna and laura 
Gustad, and rachel, Jessica, Sarah, abigail, 
and aimee hunt; one grandson, Mitch lamb; 
his mother-in-law, alice tornow; one brother, art 
(cJ) Dick; one sister, lorle (ed) Stacey; many 
in-laws; nieces; and nephews.
FARMER SR., William, 89, born Dec. 14, 
1922 in Beattyville, ky, died June 15, 2012. 
he was a member of the avon park church. 
he is survived by his wife, catherine; one 
son, william of avon park; two daughters: 
candice McDonald of avon park, and Melissa 
koehike of atlanta, Ga; seven grandchildren; 
and three great-grandchildren. the service 
was conducted by pastor paul Boling at the 
Stevenson-nelson funeral home in avon park.
FINNEY, Thomas J. V., 76, of crossville, tn, 
born april 20, 1936 in Galion, Oh, died July 25, 
2012. he attended Madison hospital’s School 
of respiratory therapy and graduated in 1967; 
he spent many years in this profession. later 
he owned and operated Mountain air natural 
foods in crossville and a satellite store in 
Dayton, tn. he developed parkinsons, and after 
retiring, he enjoyed his grandchildren, putting 
puzzles together, playing guitar, and listening 
to music. in addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his sons, Bruce finney 
and leslie finney. he is survived by his wife, 
nancy Grebe Greenrock finney;three sons: 
thomas J. finney vi, phillip finney, and chris 
Greenrock; two daughters: kathy Greenrock 
currie Schrumpsher and rhonda woody; 14 
grandchildren: Brandon finney, kurtis finney, 
Sean finney, Josh finney, Morgan finney, 
kristen reynolds, Major Greenrock, nicole 
Greenrock, Jennifer currie, Blake chalupnik, 
kendra Golden, tim Jones, tyson Jones, and 
Misty Jones; 19 great-grandchildren; and two 
sisters: phyllis Driver and lois Davis. funeral 
services were held July 28, 2012 in the chapel of 
crossville Memorial funeral home with pastor 
Bryan Burgess officiating.
FORREST, Tina Croft, 49, of valdosta, Ga, 
died nov. 13, 201l in Shands hospital. She was 
a member of the lakeland-valdosta church. 
She is survived by her parents, Simon and 
Mattie lou croft; her husband, James forrest; 
one daughter, Jessica forrest; one son, James 
r. forest; one sister and brother-in-law, Brenda 
and Bobby Mcconville; one brother, patrick 
croft; numerous nieces; and nephews.
FREY, Reed Franklin, 92, died Sept. 21, 
2012 in prattville, al. he was a member of 
the clanton, al, church. he was an ordained 
pastor of the adventist church. he and his wife, 
thelma, who preceded him in death, served in 
the ministry of the potomac conference for 35 
years. included in the many churches of the 
potomac churches he pastored were the Marion, 
radford, konnarock, yale, Manassas, powell 
valley in Big Stone Gap/Dryden, winchester, 
chase city, South Boston, warrenton, and 
woodbridge. after his retirement he continued 
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to preach and build churches. he is survived 
by his daughter, Debbie Murphree and son-in-
law, ricky; two sons: David (terry) frey, allen 
(wanda) wellborn; six grandchildren; four 
great-grandchildren; numerous lifelong friends; 
relatives; and church members.
FUTCHER, Cyril, 99, born June 25, 1913 
in Southampton, england, died Oct. 22, 
2012 in hendersonville, nc. he started his 
career in the bookkeeping office of Granose 
foods, and adventist health food company 
in watford, england. there he became 
acquainted with Gladys hyde, daughter 
of the general manager. ten years later, 
after completing his undergraduate work at 
newbold college in england and emanuel 
Missionary college (now andrews university) 
in Berrien Springs, Mi, they married. he 
taught at newbold college for 10 years and 
transferred to carmel college in western 
australia, where he taught for eight years. after 
a 6-month furlough in england, cyril, Gladys, 
and their three children moved to washington, 
Dc, where he taught at Spencerville Junior 
academy and columbia union college (now 
washington adventist university). Gladys was 
secretary in the ministerial department at the 
General conference. in 1962, cyril accepted 
the position of director of admissions and 
records at Southern adventist university (then 
Southern Missionary college) in collegedale, 
tn, and later became academic dean until 
his retirement in 1984. Gladys also served 
Southern adventist university as a secretary. in 
1999, cyril and Gladys moved to fletcher park 
inn, a retirement community in hendersonville, 
nc, and worshipped at fletcher church. cyril 
was predeceased by Gladys, his parents, and 
siblings. he is survived by one a daughter, 
carol of hendersonville; two sons: anthony 
(Mary) of hyattsville, MD, terence (ruth) of 
harlingen, tX; four grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; numerous nephews; and nieces.
GALLAGHER, Debbie Ruhling, 44, of 
Signal Mountain, tn, born in kettering, 
Oh, died May 10, 2012. She graduated 
from collegedale academy. She attended 
chattanooga State, utc, and graduated 
from Southern adventist university where 
she received her nursing degree. She was 
employed with erlanger hospital for several 
years. She enjoyed spending time with her 
family, running (at collegedale academy, 
where she still holds two track records), and 
gardening. She was preceded in death by her 
cousin, robert clemons, and her uncle, willard 
J. clemons. She is survived by her husband, 
Dr. Michael Gallagher; five children: Brent 
and tyler carmichael, and Molly, allie, and 
ryan Gallagher; her mother, linda (James) 
Breedlove; her father, richard ruhling, M.D.; 
two brothers: David ruhling, his wife, Diane, 
and their children, elisabeth, Seth, John, 
Danny, and paul ruhling; one sister, esther 
ruhling and her children, raquel, chelsey, and 
emme; her grandfather, Bruce wickwire, and 
his wife, adele; and her grandmother, leola 
wickwire. a memorial service was held May 
15 with John Dukes and David vandevere 

officiating. interment was held at hamilton 
Memorial Gardens.
GARRICK, Margaret K., 94, of chattanooga, 
tn, born Dec. 9, 1917, died May 12, 2012. a 
resident of the chattanooga area for the past 52 
years, and was a member of the collegedale, 
tn, church. She was retired from american 
uniform and was an avid quilter. She was the 
wife of the late George w. Garrick Sr. She is 
survived by three daughters: carolyn landrum 
of Blairsville, Ga, Mary (Jim) link of Orangevale, 
ca, and Mareen (warren) woodard of Murphy, 
nc; three sons: George w. (charlotte) Garrick 
Jr. of wickenburg, aZ, John Stephen Garrick of 
chattanooga; and Mark Garrick of cleveland, 
tn; 12 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; 
one brother, claire (phyllis) allison of Olmstead 
falls, Oh; several nieces; and nephews. the 
funeral service was held at the funeral home 
chapel with pastor carole verrill. interment was 
at collegedale Memorial park.
GRAY, Bertha L., 84, born March 15, 1928 in 
Jacksonville, fl, died May 24, 2012 in hudson, 
fl. She was a member of the St. augustine, 
FL, Church for 34 years. She is survived by five 
sisters: helen Soule of Orlando, fl, thelma 
wall of Jacksonville; louise Sankhauser of 
Silver Spring, MD; lois Steinkraus of Seymour, 
tn; and ruth creamer of  hudson, fl. the 
service was conducted by pastor Bob roberts 
at new port richey, fl, church. the interment 
service was conducted by Barry Seals in St. 
augustine.
GROVE, Elaine Higdon, 81, born June 
27, 1931 in Sylva, nc, died Sept. 23, 2012. 
equipped with a master’s degree and love for 
others, elaine’s lengthy educational career 
in the Seventh-day adventist school system 
spanned 45 years. it was her passion and 
life’s work to teach young people. She was 
an outgoing, industrious woman who touched 
many lives with her happy, loving countenance. 
She is survived by three children: tim (tracey) 
Grove (also teachers); Sonja (craig) Snyder; 
tammy (kim) thayer; seven grandchildren: 
Josh (Brandy) pryor, Jonathan Grove, cheree 
camery, Brittany thayer, romann henderson, 
emily Snyder, and Gillian Snyder; one great-
grandchild, elizabeth Grace pryor; two sisters: 
Gwen (Jack) DeSantis and wanda (charles) 
Saar. the memorial service was held at 
McDonald road church in McDonald, tn, on 
Sept. 30. 
GREEN, Robert C., 76, born nov. 11, 1935 
in washington, Dc, died feb. 25, 2012 in 
altamonte Springs, fl. he was a member of 
the Markham woods church in longwood, 
fl, for 26 years. Denominational employment 
was manager at florida hospital credit union 
in Orlando, fl, for 21 years. he is survived 
by his wife, Daphine; one son, robert c. 
Green Jr. of longwood; one daughter, Gina 
Mixon of altamonte Springs, fl; one sister, 
Peggy Tompkins of Levant, Maine; and five 
granddaughters. the service was conducted 
by Pastor James Coffin at Markham Woods 
church in longwood. interment was at 
highland Memory Gardens in apopka, fl.

HADLEY, J. Neil, 84, born July 27, 1927 at 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, died nov. 17, 2011 at 
kennesaw, Ga. he was a member of the 
canton adventist company. he is survived 
by his wife, verna hadley; one daughter, 
carol Marie Dearborn; and one son, Jim 
Hadley. HERSCH, Lorabel Peavey Midkiff, of 
collegedale, died aug. 16, 2012. She taught 
in florida, Mexico, texas, and hawaii before 
working at collegedale academy and Southern 
adventist university. prior to retiring, she served 
on the pastoral staff of collegedale church. She 
was preceded in death by her first husband, 
Marvin Midkiff, and second husband, louis 
Hersch. She is survived by five daughters: 
vini (Duane) feick, viki (Mike) little, Debbie 
cloutier, Susan frey, and nancy (walt) fennell; 
nine grandchildren; one great-grandchild; 
one sister in new Mexico; and 17 nieces and 
nephews. a memorial service was held on Oct. 
6, at the collegedale church. 
HESTER, Hazel H., 81, born Oct. 4, 1930, 
died aug. 16, 2012 at her home in ringgold, 
Ga, after an extended illness. She rendered 
outstanding service to atlanta Belvedere 
church and chattanooga first church for 
many years. at the time of her death, she was 
a member of chattanooga first church. She 
served in denominational employment for 
more than 33 years. She is survived by her 
husband, willis G. hester; one daughter, laura 
h. hartman; and two granddaughters: amanda 
l. woodard and emily G. hartman. a memorial 
service was held at chattanooga first church 
on aug. 26. a private family interment took place 
in cedartown, Ga.
JEFFCOAT, Cora Allie, born in Greenville, Sc, 
died May 18, 2012. She retired from Greenwood 
Methodist Home as a floor secretary with 12 
years of service. She was a member of aiken, 
Sc, church. She is survived by her husband, 
heyward Jeffcoat; three sons: charles anthony 
raines, willard lee raines, and anthony craig 
Jeffcoat, all of aiken; one brother, winslow 
Bickford of Jackson, Sc; two sisters: Mary 
lehmann of Mena, ar, and Barbara Sovine of 
aiken; two grandchildren: nicole hydrick and 
tiffany paul; and four great-grandchildren: 
haley lowe, waylon lowe, cheyanna hydrick, 
and Jaylen paul. a graveside service was 
conducted at aiken Memorial Gardens with 
Pastor Al Mitchum officiating.
JENKINS, Ruth Olivia Rollins, 89, born March 
3, 1923 in west palm Beach, fl, died Oct. 18, 
2012. her siblings were: Mabel rollins norman, 
eugene, howard, and alvin rollins. She 
confessed christ at an early age and became 
a member of the Bethany church in Miami, 
fl. She graduated from lincoln high School 
in Miami, attended Oakwood Junior college for 
two years, and completed her college education 
at Southern Missionary college. in 1945 she 
married clarence Jenkins. to their union, three 
children were born: clarissa, noretta, and 
kenneth. She began her career as a church 
school teacher in Dania, fl. in1944, Miss 
anna knight transferred her to chattanooga 
to teach at the east eighth Street elementary 
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School. for 14 years she dedicated her life 
to teaching in chattanooga. when she came 
to teach, she joined the east eighth Street 
church later known as Orchard park church. 
through the years she served the church in 
many positions: usher, assistant treasurer, head 
deaconess, head clerk, and school treasurer. 
after she left teaching, she worked for the city of 
chattanooga where she helped clients secure 
job interviews or enroll in nurse’s training. 
when her health declined, she was moved to 
clearwater, fl, where she was a resident of 
the comprehensive health care center until 
her death. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, clarence Jenkins, and daughter, 
clarissa. She is survived by one daughter, 
noretta Jenkins; and one son, kenneth Jenkins; 
two granddaughters: ralysia and raylanna 
Jenkins; four great-grandchildren; two sisters-
in-law: Gisela rollins and Margaret rollins; one 
brother-in-law, richard S. norman Jr., many 
nieces; nephews; and cousins. 
JONES, Audrey Russell, 98, born in Jackson, 
MS, on May 30, 1914, died July 29, 2012. She 
was from Ooltewah, tn, and an avid domino 
player and crossword puzzle master. She loved 
attending Bible study at the home of her best 
friend, alice voorheis. She had an unwavering 
faith in God and was a member of collegedale 
church. through the years, she had become 
very involved with church, mailing out the 
birthday cards for Sabbath School members. 
She is survived by one daughter, nancy reid 
rose; two grandchildren: Xiomara romine and 
her husband ronald (ronnie), and naJuana 
lee and her husband, christopher; and two 
great-grandchildren: Jordan and Shelby 
romine. She was preceded in death by her 
loving husband of 65 years, Sidney Shelton 
Jones, and her brother, ray russell. the 
funeral service was held at collegedale church. 
Burial followed in chattanooga national 
cemetery.
KENT, Thelma P., 89, born July 16, 1922 
in Orlando, fl, died June 16, 2012 in St. 
augustine, fl. She was a member of the St. 
augustine church for 48 years. She is survived 
by her husband, edward; two sons: robert of 
california and william of South carolina; one 
daughter, Marjorie rowe of hastings, fl; nine 
grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren; and one 
great-great-granddaughter.
KING, Gale Henry, 86, born Oct. 18, 1924 
in Oswego, ny, died aug. 5, 2011. he was a 
member of the tryon, nc, church. he was 
a trouble-shooter for the Xerox corporation. 
later he worked for the international institute of 
Reflexology. He received his massage license 
at the age of 62. he was a loving husband and 
a godly example to his family and friends. he 
served his church in many different capacities. 
He was predeceased by his first wife, Dorathy 
king; a twin brother, Guy king; and two sisters: 
Dorothy lungard and Betty king. he is survived 
by his wife, eleanor king; two sons: David 
wayne king and Bruce king; one daughter, 
Sharon hamm; two step-children: albert thayer 
and april Maclafferty; one foster son, David; 

14 grandchildren; and 16 great-grandchildren.
LADISH, Maria, 84, born Dec. 18, 1927 in 
Germany, died May 5, 2012 in Gainesville, Ga. 
She was a member of the florida living church, 
apopka, fl, for 12 years. She is survived by 
one son, patrick Johnson of Gainesville, fl; 
two daughters: Marilyn Burke of apopka, and 
lorraine Brandl of tennessee; and one brother, 
Johann Brandl of Germany. the service was 
conducted by pastor horace walsh at the 
florida living church in apopka.
LELAND, M.D., John H., 88, born 1924 in 
San Diego, california, died July 30, 2012 at 
his residence in Ooltewah, tn. John served 
his country as a medic in the South Pacific 
during world war ii. upon returning home 
he met and married floreen Babienco in San 
Diego, ca. he graduated from loma linda 
Medical university as an M.D. in 1953, and 
practiced family medicine as a missionary in 
cambodia, thailand, Mexico, and kentucky 
for 43 years before retiring to Ooltewah, tn. 
During his remaining years, he visited their four 
children and 10 grandchildren, landscaping and 
gardening, proudly serving with the Ooltewah 
vfw, visited shut-ins, and served in a local 
prison ministry. he is survived by his wife, 
floreen Babienco leland; four children: Joleen 
horine, James, John Jr., and Jennifer huck; 10 
grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren. 
a memorial service was held on august 4, 
2012 at the McDonald road church. retired 
McDonald road church pastor Don Gettys 
officiated.
LITZENBERGER, Dolores, 93, born Jan. 29, 
1918, died Oct. 6, 2011 at hudson, fl. She 
was a member of the new port richey, fl, 
church for 27 years. She is survived by one 
son, lyle litzenberger of arcadia, in; and three 
grandchildren.
LOHMAN, Eileen R., 98, born Jan. 26, 1914 
in Martinsville, in, died July 7, 2012 in apopka, 
fl. She was a member of the Deltona, fl, 
first church for 20+ years. She is survived 
by one son, Douglas; sister, lucille robinson 
Charlton Fisher; five grandchildren; and several 
great-grandchildren. the memorial service was 
conducted by pastor Doug foley at the Deltona, 
fl, church. interment was in Mount pleasant 
cemetery, Greenwood, in.
MASON, BILLY L., 77, born in texas in 1935, 
died Oct. 11, 2012 in Jackson, MS. he was a 
member of Meridian community church. he 
is survived by one son; one stepson; and one 
goddaughter, Scarlet carr.
MCEACHINE, Henry H., 87, born Dec. 25, 
1924 in panama, died March 17, 2012 in avon 
park, fl. he was a member of the avon park 
church. he is survived by his wife, Maria; one 
son, henry h. Mceachnie Jr. of Baltimore, MD; 
one daughter, Jackie Garcia of waria currie, 
pa; and four grandchildren.
MCKENNEY, Raymond Lamar, 91, of aiken, 
Sc, born in augusta, Ga, died nov. 22, 2011 
at aiken regional Medical centers. a memorial 
service with military honors took place on Dec. 
18, 2011 at Aiken Church. He enjoyed fishing 
and baseball in his early years. after high 

school, he served in the uS army during world 
war ii and the korean war. after the wars, he 
married the late Juanita Mcneal Mckenney, 
and together they raised their family in aiken. 
he retired from firestone tire company and 
then during the 1980’s he served as the aiken 
county tax assessor. he was known for his 
smile and happy attitude, and he will be missed 
by all who knew him. he is survived by one 
son, larry Mckenney of florida; one daughter, 
Janice nicola of california; one granddaughter, 
kimberly Baer of Georgia; and one great-
grandson, Brock Mckenney Baer.
MCKENZIE, Paul, 81, born March 5, 1931 in 
frostburg, MD, died June 27, 2012 at tavares, 
fl. he was a member of the umatilla, fl, 
church. he was the oldest of 13 children. he 
was a plasterer and owned a car lot (paul’s 
used cars) for 32 years. he is survived by his 
wife of 60 years, Dorothy; two sons: Dennis 
(Sherry) and neil (linda); one daughter, Juanita 
Gold; three brothers: Murrell (pauline), Delbert 
(Glenda), and David; three sisters: Donna 
(leonard) cutter, eileen (roger) Miller, and 
Janet (Bill) Stairs; 11 grandchildren; and 17 
great-grandchildren. he was preceded in death 
by one daughter, carolyn; two sisters: Darlene 
Mckenzie and virginia Shriver; and four 
brothers: wayne, carl, John, and Darrell. the 
service was conducted at the Baldwin fairchild 
chapel in altamonte Springs, fl.
MILLICAN, Grady Paul, 64, died aug. 24, 2012 
in flat rock, al. he was a member of the floral 
crest church in Bryant, al. he is survived by 
his wife, ida Millican; one daughter and son-in-
law: Melinda and Barton Jackson; one son and 
daughter-in-law: Zack and kimberly Millican; 
four sisters; two grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild.
MINNER, Ray Deane, 63, born March 24, 
1949, in riverdale, MD, died July 3, 2012 in 
collegedale, tn. he studied communication at 
Southern Missionary college, and worked as a 
schoolteacher and public relations director. he 
is survived by his wife, laurie redmer Minner; 
three daughters: Jennifer payne, Megan 
Minner, katie partio; one son, caleb; and two 
grandchildren. a memorial service were held 
July 7 at collegedale church.
MORGAN, Vernon, 62, born Sept. 13, 1950 
in fredonia, kS, died Oct. 12, 2012. he was 
a member of Gulf coast church in Biloxi, MS.
OLSON, Arlene Venice, 76, born Dec. 17, 
1935 in clifton Springs, ny, died aug. 22, 2012 
in lakeland, fl. She was a member of the 
lakeland church where she was the beloved 
organist. She is survived by two sons: curtis 
(cheryl) Olson, and allan (regina) Olson; 
two daughters: naomi Olson and patty (Mike) 
Smith; four grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, lester Olson. a memorial service was 
conducted at lakeland church.
PETERS, Clara Miller, 94, born nov. 5, 1916 
in philadelphia, pa, died Sept. 24, 2011 in 
avon park, fl. She was a member of the 
frostproof, fl, company. She is survived by 
her husband, Bill; two sons: arthur (lois) Miller 
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and Doug (Marilyn) Miller; three stepchildren: 
linda (larry) hoffmann, Greg (connie) peters, 
and Pat (Jr.) Joshnick; six grandchildren; five 
step-grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; 
and eight step-great-grandchildren. the service 
was conducted at the Schmidt funeral home 
in Wind Gap, PA. Interment was at Plainfield 
cemetery.
PETTY, Frederick, C., 98, born feb. 2, 1913 
in Dozier, al, died Sept. 16, 2011 in altamonte 
Springs, fl. he was a member of the forest 
lake church for more than 35 years. his 
denominational employment from 1942 to 1978 
included the following:  Southern union, Mid-
american union, South american Division, and 
the inter-american Division. he is survived by 
one son, cecil of Omaha, ne; one daughter, 
Sharon wolcott of altamonte Springs, fl; and 
four grandchildren. the service was conducted 
by pastor ken Bradley in union Springs, al. 
interment was at Macedonia Baptist church.
PHILLIPS, Diane, 81, born March 19, 1931 
in tucson, aZ, died april 10, 2012. She was 
a member of louisville, ky, first church. She 
graduated from arizona academy in 1949. She 
was a surgical rn at white Memorial hospital 
from 1956 to 1963. She was the mother of 
three girls: Janice Steyn, Denice fenger, and 
patrice parks. her husband was O. Melvin 
phillips, M.D. She spent the majority of her life 
in phoenix, aZ. 
POULTON, William J., 88, born Oct. 10, 
1923 in harrisburg, pa, died Oct. 13, 2011 
in lakewood ranch, fl. he was a member 
of the Sarasota, fl, church for 21 years. 
he is survived by his wife, ida (Betty); one 
son, Jonathan of weslaco, tX; one daughter, 
louise nauss of Sarasota, fl; one brother, 
robert poulton of Mt. Juliet, tn; one sister, 
Barbara hesselgrave of Muncie, in; and four 
grandchildren. the service was conducted by 
pastor paul campoli at the Sarasota church. 
interment was at the Sarasota, fl, Military 
cemetery.
RAPERT, Sharon R., 79, born Oct. 3, 1931 
in erie, pa, died aug. 31, 2011 in altamonte 
Springs, fl. She was a member of the forest 
lake church in apopka, fl, for 21 years. She is 
survived by three sons: walter of Maitland, fl, 
tyler of Jacksonville, fl, and kevin of altamonte 
Springs, fl; two daughters: Sheila of Oviedo, 
fl, and Bonnie Davidson of charlotte, nc; 13 
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. the 
memorial service was conducted at forest lake 
church by pastor Jim Davidson.
RASHFORD, Hyacinth G., 90, born June 27, 
1921 in kingston, Jamaica, west indies, died 
March 22, 2012 in Ocala, fl. She was a member 
of the Silver Springs Shores church, Ocala, fl, 
for 14 years. She served as a deaconess for 
many years at the Sharon church in Bronx, ny. 
She is survived by two sons: frederick (yvonne) 
latibeaudiere of Ontario, canada, and victor 
pink of new york; two daughters: inez pink of 
Ocala, and yvonne (phillmore) pink-Stewart 
of Ocala; one sister, vera Grant of kingston, 
Jamaica; eight grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. the service was conducted by 

pastor reynold Maxwell at the Silver Springs 
Shores church. interment was at forest lawn 
Memory Gardens.
REYES, Primitivo, 91, born nov. 27, 1920 
in the philippines, died May 22, 2012 in lake 
placid, fl. he was a member of the avon 
park, fl, church. his denominational work 
included: philippines union college - he 
worked in carpentry, Reg. Office, secretary to 
manager commerce Department, and in the 
Business Office. Central Luzon Mission - a 
colporteur. Southern luzon Mission - assistant 
Bpa manager and then Bpa manager. central 
luzon Mission - Bpa manager. South central 
luzon Mission - secretary/treasurer, and Bpa 
manager. central luzon Mission - secretary/
treasurer. South philippines union - assistant 
treasurer and secretary/treasurer. north 
philippines union - union auditor. General 
conference transportation Department 
treasurer/accountant in long island city, ny, 
and then in elkridge, MD. the service was 
conducted by pastor paul Boling at the avon 
park church. interment was at the lakeview 
Memorial Gardens in avon park.
RIESEN, Mary V., 81, born May 3, 1931 in 
urbana, Oh, died May 5, 2012 at longwood, 
fl. She was a member of forest lake 
church in apopka, fl. She is survived by her 
husband, Donald; two sons: David riesen of 
longwood, and James randal of Orlando, fl; 
two daughters: Sharon Stevens of loma linda, 
ca, and Melodie patton of longwood; seven 
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.  the 
memorial service was conducted by pastor 
terry pooler at forest lake church. interment 
was at Glen haven cemetery in winter park, 
fl.
ROGERS, James “JP” Pierce, 84, born aug. 
29, 1927 in union county, nc, died aug. 20, 
2012. he was a resident of Ooltewah, tn. 
Drafted at the end of wwii; he served as a 
hydraulic specialist in the air force. he served 
as secretary-treasurer in kentucky-tennessee 
and treasurer in florida. he was predeceased 
by his siblings: charles “edward” rogers, 
Bessie Mae rogers Snoddy, nora rogers 
Gulledge, harry rogers, nancy rogers platt, 
and philip rogers. he is survived by his wife, 
lois Marie rogers; and children: nora Gail 
Schmidt, Bruce wayne (Bobi) rogers, Brian 
thomas (Melissa) rogers, and James Dwight 
(Suzanne) rogers; seven grandchildren: laurie 
Michelle (Zac) cheek, kaley francis rogers, 
peyton Bruce rogers, preston thomas rogers, 
Mason pierce rogers, James Matthew rogers, 
and abigail Grace rogers; and two great-
grandchildren: alexander ethan cheek and 
Olivia Michelle cheek. a memorial service was 
held at chattanooga funeral home on aug. 25.
RUDD, Billie, 82, of Ooltewah, tn, died Sept. 
8, 2012. a native of charleston, w.v., she 
was a retired nurse from Skyridge Medical 
center in cleveland, tn, and a member of the 
collegedale, tn, church. She was preceded 
in death by her daughter, Susan rudd, and 
brother, David Spradling. She is survived by 
her daughter, charlotte annette (ron) Michaels, 

and son, Dr. Joseph (clarice) rudd; three 
grandchildren: Ben (leigh perrine) Michaels, 
ronnie (katrina avila) Michaels, and amber 
McGarey. a private service was held.
SCHMIDT, Jr., John, 94, died May 6, 2012. 
he served as food service director at walker 
Memorial hospital for 12 years, Southern 
adventist university from 1959 to 1963, and 
then he transferred to andrews university. 
he retired after 34 years of denominational 
service, and participated in 42 church projects 
at home and abroad. he is survived by his 
wife, catherine Schmidt of riverside, ca; 
three daughters:  Jean kingry of riverside, 
carol rogers of Medford, Or, and evelyn 
cunningham of Boston, Ma; five sisters; 
one brother; five grandsons; eight great-
grandchildren; numerous extended family; and 
lifelong friends.  he was preceded in death by 
his son, Don Schmidt.
SCHOMBURG, William M., 88, born Dec. 9, 
1924 in columbus, Ga, died april 17, 2012 in 
lawrenceburg, tn. he was a pastor in west 
virginia; teacher in potomac conference; and 
librarian at cedar lake academy, newbold 
college, and Southern adventist university. he 
is survived by two sons: walter Schomburg and 
lloyd Schomburg; four grandchildren; and one 
great-grandson.
SCHRIBER, John William, 89, born nov. 
1, 1923 in Barberton, Oh, died June 22, 
2012 in flat rock, nc. he served in the 
U.S. Army during WWII in the South Pacific 
Surgical M.a.S.h. unit. he was the head of 
the anesthesia Department of community 
hospital in new port richey, fl. he was a 
member of fletcher church, and volunteered 
at park ridge hospital. he was a health 
enthusiast and vegetarian who enjoyed 
walking, cycling, camping, boating, fishing, 
and gardening. he is survived by his wife of 59 
years, Marilou Schriber; two daughters: Janice 
nino and kathleen (terry) tallos; one brother, 
Don Schriber; and four grandsons: timothy, 
Johnathan, Benjamen, and Daniel.
SHANK, E. Ruth, 79, born nov. 7, 1932 in 
clayton, Oh, died april 18, 2012 in Sebring, 
fl. She was a member of Sebring church. She 
served as a parish nurse for florida hospital 
heartland in avon park and Sebring. She is 
survived by four sons: John heintz of tucson, 
aZ, Joe heintz of clayton, Oh, Donald trembly 
of aurora, cO, and eirek heintz of Sharjah, 
united arab emirates; and one daughter, Disa 
Gibbons of new Britain, ct. the service was 
conducted by chaplain Marc Genton at Sebring 
church. interment was in Sebring.
SHEPARD, James A. Jr., 87, born June 
20, 1924 in ft. lauderdale, fl, died Oct. 20, 
2011 in lecanto, fl. he was a member of 
the inverness, fl, church for 20 years. he 
began denominational work as an intern with 
elder robert Spangler. he was principal at 
Greater Miami academy, fl, twice; Mt. pisgah 
academy, candler, nc; campion academy, 
cO; and several junior academies. after 
retiring, he became a real estate broker and 
certified auctioneer. He was active in every 
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church he attended; serving as elder, Sabbath 
School teacher, song leader, and wherever 
he was needed. he is survived by his wife of 
63 three years, winnona; one son, Mark of 
hendersonville, nc; and one brother, Dick 
Shepard of altamonte Springs, fl. the service 
was conducted by pastor hershel Mercer at 
the inverness church. interment was in floral 
city, fl.
SHOUPPE, Roy A., 74, born feb. 11, 1938 in 
Morganton, nc, died July 19, 2012 in nashville, 
tn. he graduated from Southern Missionary 
college (now Southern adventist university) 
with a degree in education, and taught at 
Greater nashville Junior academy before 
becoming a prudential insurance agent for 29 
years. he was an active member of ridgetop 
church, and enjoyed Bible study, children, and 
gardening. he is survived by his wife, Jeanette; 
two daughters: tonia (richard) young, and lisa 
Shouppe; one son, Jeff Shouppe; and one 
sister, clara Gilbert. pastor Jeremiah Smart 
officiated at the memorial service.
SMITH, Fern A., 91, born July 9, 1920 in 
lowell, Ma, died Sept. 15, 2011 in charleston, 
nc.  She was a member of the forest lake 
church in apopka, fl.  She is survived by one 
son, Brad of charleston, Sc; one daughter, 
terry of charleston; and three grandchildren. 
the service was conducted in Middleboro, Ma.
SMITH, Myrtle Kathleen Baker, 64, born 
april 5, 1948 in Marion, nc, died July 2, 2012 
at her residence. She worked for the carolina 
conference from July 1988 as a part-time 
clerk in the adventist christian Book Store. 
elder Benny Moore asked her to join the 
conference treasury Department in May 1990. 
She retired in July 2008 as associate executive 
secretary and human resources director. the 
hr Department she developed has been a role 
model used for many other conferences. She 
is survived by her husband, robert leo Smith 
Sr.; one daughter, Sonja Michelle DeMott and 
husband, randy of Mount Dora, fl; one son, 
robert leo Smith Jr. of Mount holly, nc; three 
brothers: Oliver (Mary) Baker, cecil Baker, carl 
(Grace) Baker, all of Gaffney, Sc; one sister, 
Marlene (eddie) Morgan of indian trail, nc; 
three grandchildren: cory lee DeMott, nicholas 
aaron DeMott, and amber Marie Smith. 
SNOWDEN, Sandra A., 57, born Sept. 20, 
1954 in wausaw, wi, died aug. 20, 2012 in 
Orlando, fl. She was a member of forest 
lake church, apopka, fl. She is survived by 
her husband, robert; son, robert of charlotte, 
nc; two daughters: tracy Gentes of Ocoee, 
fl, and ashley king of charlotte; and two 
grandchildren. the memorial service was 
conducted by pastor Barbara Mccoy at the 
forest lake church.
STONEWALL, Lena Mae, 88, born nov. 23, 
1923 in hendersonville, nc, died May 25, 
2012 at lake regional hospital in Somerset, 
ky. She was a member of Stearns, ky, 
church. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, clark “Doc” lester Stonewall; one 
daughter, agnes abraham; and one son, nelson 
Stonewall. She is survived by five daughters: 

amanda Melinda Jane (George) ewing, 
equisterenna (vernon) Bennett, Mauneza 
(James) lyons, Judda DeMaureen hooley, and 
peggy (craig) Johnson; four sons: clark (patti) 
Stonewall, leander yattoy (Diana) Stonewall, 
Joseph Stonewall, and Sharkley Stonewall; 22 
grandchildren; and several great-grandchildren.
STUCKEY, Bing “Bobby,” 71, died July 15, 
2012. he was a member of the Savannah first 
church in Savannah, Ga. he is survived by his 
wife of 48 years, patricia (pat); one son, Mark 
(Marsha) Stuckey of Ballground, Ga; and two 
grandsons: Mark and nicholas.
SWEETING, Vance M., 57, born april 7, 1954, 
died feb. 6, 2012 in avon park, fl. he was a 
member of the avon park church. he is survived 
by his wife, Brenda; one son, Brent hughes of 
Marshall, nc; three daughters: amber hughes 
of clewiston, fl, Smantha Betangan of eulese, 
tX, and Savannah Sweeting of avon park; one 
brother, Samuel Sweeting of port charlotte, 
fl; and two grandchildren. the service was 
conducted by pastor paul Boling and Orlando 
hernandez at avon park church. interment was 
at hope cemetery in wauchula, fl.
TOEWS, Doris P., 92, born June 17, 1920 in 
kalmazoo, Mi, died June 21, 2012 in St. pete, 
fl. She was a member of the new port richey, 
fl, church for seven years. She is survived 
by one son, robert hoffman; one daughter, 
peggy Spizey; and one sister, Marie Schaffer. 
the service was conducted by pastor william 
webb in new port richey. interment was in 
Bushnell, fl.
WESSINGER, Julius Caesar “Jake,” born in 
richland county, Sc, died aug. 21, 2012. he 
was the son of the late David void and Sarah 
Murvelle Baughman wessinger. he retired from 
loxcreen and was a longtime crossing guard at 
B-l elementary School. he is survived by his 
wife, nelda clamp wessinger; two brothers: 
franklin D. wessinger of Batesburg, Sc, and 
harry w. wessinger of leesville, Sc; and two 
sisters: laura Senterfeit of west columbia, Sc, 
and Sara elizabeth wessinger of lexington, 
Sc.
WHEELER (Pugh), F. Elizabeth (Betty), 
88, born april 27, 1924 in harrisburg, pa, 
died July 30, 2012 in fletcher, nc. She was 
a Bible worker with evangelist ken cox, a 
homemaker, and cooking school instructor. 
She was a member of  fletcher church. Betty 
was preceded in death by her husband of 56 
years, lowell wheeler; one daughter, wanda; 
and one grandson, Michael. She is survived 
by three daughters: analyn Miller, Gail (earl) 
Mack, and Glenda (Jon) Smith; three sons: 
ken (nancy) wheeler, Darryl (lois) wheeler, 
and Stan (Jodi) wheeler; nine grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; two sisters: Janet and 
helen; one brother, earl; and one close friend, 
vera Bechard.
WICKWIRE, Bruce M., Sr., 96, of collegedale, 
tn, born Dec. 2, 1915 in inavale, ne, died Sept. 
27, 2012. he spent many years serving as 
publishing director in several conferences and 
unions, and served as the publishing director 
of the world church of Seventh-day adventists. 

he served not only in the u.S., but also in asia 
and europe. after retiring, he authored two 
books, Bold Journey and Gospel in shoes. 
he is survived by his wife, adele wickwire; 
three children: Barbara clemons, linda (Jim) 
Breedlove, Bruce (victoria) wickwire Jr.; 13 
grandchildren; and 22 great-grandchildren. a 
memorial service was held Oct. 7, 2012 at the 
collegedale church with pastors peter read, 
David Smith, and Wolf Jedamski officiating.
WILLIAMS, Brandon Lee, 30, of Ooltewah, 
tn, died Sept. 19, 2012. Brandon was a 
member of Standifer Gap church, and worked 
as a landscaper and heavy equipment operator. 
he is survived by his father, larry e. williams 
of collegedale; his mother and stepfather, terri 
lincoln (Dean) filyaw of chattanooga, tn; one 
sister, tisha Marie fields of Monroe, Mi; his 
grandfather, Murl williams Sr. of collegedale; 
several aunts; uncles; nieces; and nephews. a 
private graveside service was held at plowman 
Cemetery with Pastor Jim Herman officiating.
WILLIAMS, Mary Elizabeth, 86, born nov. 19, 
1925 in new york, ny, died May 25, 2012 in 
Mills river, nc. when she was six months old, 
the family moved to the island of St. vincent 
where she spent her childhood. Mary married 
her husband Jack in 1952. they had three sons. 
in 1970, Jack decided to retire to england with 
his family. their dream of spending retirement 
together was short-lived; on May 15, 10 days 
after arriving in england, he was killed in a car 
accident, leaving Mary alone in a new country 
to raise three boys. in 1973, the family relocated 
to new port richey, fl, to be near family. a 
brochure arrived in the mail in 1975 advertising 
prophecy lectures at a local Seventh-day 
adventist church. Mary and two of her sons 
attended. at the end of the series all three 
were baptized. eventually the other son joined 
the church as well. in 1986, she relocated to 
hendersonville, nc. She was an active member 
of the Mills river church. She is survived by 
sons: Michael (connie) and andrew (cindy); 
and several grandchildren. her son David died 
earlier this year.
WOOD, Jeanne, 83, born Dec. 14, 1927, 
died Oct. 17, 2011 in Dunedin, fl. She was a 
member of the new port richey, fl, church 
for eight years. She is survived by two sons: 
Barry wood of camano island, wa, and Dr. 
David wood iii of redlands, ca; two daughters: 
lJ wood of Dunedin, and ann wood of 
camano isalnd; one brother, paul Burket; eight 
grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. 
the memorial service was conducted by pastor 
webb at the new port richey church.
WOOLEY, Nell P., 78, born June 5, 1934 in 
Detroit, Mi, died July 9, 2012 in apopka, fl. 
She was a member of florida lake church 
in apopka. She is survived by one son, tim 
(laura) of Orlando, fl; two daughters, lisa (Bill) 
norris of Ocoee, fl, and Debi (Gary) Jenurm 
of Ormond Beach, fl; and six grandchildren. 
a memorial service was conducted by pastor 
floyd powell at florida living church.
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GRAPHYGRAPHYBasics

January 27, 2013 » 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. » Georgia-Cumberland Conference O�  ce

register online at www.registration.gccsda.com

with Billy Weeks

sponsored by the Southern Union & Georgia-Cumberland Conference communication departments

Billy Weeks has worked as a journalist for more than 28 years. His career started 
with The Chattanooga Times in 1984 as a sta�  photographer. In 1995, he 
became the photo team leader, and from 1999 until 2010, he was the director of 
photography/graphics at the Chattanooga Times Free Press. Weeks has also been 
an adjunct instructor in photojournalism at Southern Adventist University for the 
last 25 years and the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.

WEBSITE  BASICS

January 27, 2013 » 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. » 
Georgia-Cumberland Conference O�  ce
register online at www.registration.gccsda.com

with Adventist Church Connect trainers

WEBSITE  BASICS
Getting Your Images Online

Only $199
plus shipping

Automatic Channel Updating

One-Room System

Make this gift a blessing
   To Loved Ones
   To Friends
   To Neighbors
   To New Members

Do you have an old receiver?
Do you want to view 

all 19 Adventist Channels?

UPGRADE FOR ONLY
new satellite receiver $99

Use Promo Code SAVE26
expires 01-31-13

A d ve nt i st  C h a n n e l s
Plus more than 50 other FREE Christian Channels

and 4 News Channels

No Monthly Fees
No Subscriptions
No Credit Checks
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North American Division, Southern Union & Georgia-Cumberland Conference present...

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES CONVENTION

(Helping Children Know, Share & Love This Truth)

KEYNOTE SPEAKER - BRENDA WALSH, author of adult & children’s books and producer & host of Kids’ Time on 3ABN
Also featuring Phyllis Washington, NAD Children’s Ministries

Workshops that...

- Help children learn how to understand that Jesus loves them

- Discover how to help children share His love with others

- Explore ways to help children continue to love this good news!

- O� er NAD certi� cation—many workshops apply toward 
   Basic/Advanced/Specialty tracks

February 8-10, 2013  @ Cohutta Springs Conference Center - Crandall, Ga.

REGISTER TODAY 
WWW.REGISTRATION.GCCSDA.COM  

(note new credit card payment plan options)

For more information, call 800-567-1844, ext. 344

La División Norteamericana, Unión del Sur y la Conferencia de Georgia-Cumberland presentan...

CONVENCIÓN DE MINISTERIO INFANTIL

(Ayudando a los niños a conocer, compartir y amar esta verdad)

ORADORA PRINCIPAL - GILLEN MOLINA, especialista en niños de Puerto Rico
También tendremos a Phyllis Washington, dir. del Ministerio Infantil de la División Norteamericana

Talleres que…

- Ayudarán a los niños comprender que Jesús los ama

- Descubrir como ayudar a los niños a conocer y a compartir a Jesús con otros

- Explorar maneras de como ayudar a los niños para que sigan amando las buenas nuevas

- Ofrecen certi� cación de la DNA – muchos otros talleres que se aplican para 
   la certi� cación Básica/Avanzada/Especialidades

Febrero 8-10, 2013  @ Cohutta Springs Conference Center - Crandall, Ga.

INSCRIBASE HOY MISMO 
WWW.REGISTRATION.GCCSDA.COM  

(opción para pagar con tarjeta de crédito)

Para más información, llame al 800-567-1844, ext. 344



A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
2.5 bath, office, sunroom overlooking private 
backyard, handicap accessible, large crawl 
space could be storm shelter, all appliances 
remain. 3.5 miles to SAU. Owner financing, 
move in ready, $209,000. please call Doris 
townsend: 423-316-2893, crye-leike realtors: 
423-238-5440.  [12]

COZY HOME with 3500+ square feet. 2004 
home, 4 bed, 4 bath, 2 kitchens, ch/ac, 
woodstoves, using year-round springs on 10 
partly wooded private acres, DSl; hour north 
of nashville. churches, schools, academies 17 
- 35 miles close. 859-333-0866.  [12-1]

DUNLAP, TN MOUNTAIN PROPERTY & HOUSE 
– 32 acres, well, utility water, 2500 square feet, 
large metal workshop, mother-in-law suite, SDa 
church. See pictures online: cindygarner.com, MlS 
#1184195. $349,000 or call heartland realty: 1-800-
705-0583.  [12, 1]

BUY YOUR OWN BEAUTIFUL LOG HOME in 
hamilton, Georgia: 2734 square feet built in 2004, 
just 3 miles from callaway Gardens and roosevelt 
State park on 1.41 wooded acres. $249,900. 
full details and description with photos at www.
forsalebyowner.com iD#23068261. call Stephen: 
912-306-0076 or Dolenda: 912-306-4056.  [12]

CUSTOM HOME FOR LONG TERM RENTAL on 
46 acre wooded lot. 5-year old all brick, over 5,000 
sq feet. 6 bed, 6.5 bath open floor plan. Full daylight 
basement. 10 minutes south of adairsville, Ga. 
$2100/month negotiable. 678-549-7459.  [12, 1]

QUIET RURAL NEIGHBORHOOD great for retirees 
or raising children. 4 bed, 2 bath home on 1.4 acres 

one mile from Bass Memorial academy and adventist 
owned nursing home in MS. fruit trees, grape 
arbor, and deep water well. call 601-270-4448 or 
wtrski266@gmail.com.  [12]

RETIREMENT RENTAL HOME – peaceful country 
setting; Dayton, tn. 1400 square feet. 2 bed, 2 bath 
with garage. $750/month. call 423-775-5687.  [12]

POSITIONS AVAILABLE  
LAURELBROOK ADACEMY NEEDS YOU: 
positions open are RNs, LPNs, CNAs, Cooks, 
Greenhouse/Garden Manager, Construction 
Staff, Grounds/Landscaping Manager, 
Mechanic, Business Manager and Nursing 
Home Administrator. housing and stipend 
provided. located in the beautiful mountains 
of Dayton, tn and only 60 miles from Sau. 
contact roger westfall at 423-775-0771; or 
email maudie.westfall@gmail.com.  [12, 1]

UROLOGY OPPORTUNITY IN NORTH 
GEORGIA. Gordon hospital is seeking Board 
Certified/Board Eligible Urologist. live 
within a beautiful southern community which 
offers a gorgeous adventist hospital (www.
gordonhospital.com), adventist elementary 
school (www.cobleschool.com), and first class 
adventist high school (www.gcasda.org). 
Southern adventist university within a 45 minute 
drive (www.southern.edu). Contact Kelly.fitch@
ahss.org, 800-264-8642, option 1.  [12]

INVASIVE CARDIOLOGY OPPORTUNITY 
located in north Georgia. Gordon hospital 
is seeking Board Certified/Board Eligible 
Cardiologist. Outstanding opportunity! 
excellent salary and benefits. Beautiful 
community to raise a family! Outstanding 
adventist elementary (www.cobleschool.com) 
and high school (www.gcasda.org). Southern 
adventist university within a 45 minute drive 
(www.southern.edu). contact kelly.fitch@
ahss.org, 800-264-8642  option 1, www.
gordonhospital.com.  [12]

HOSPITAL IST  ( In te rna l  Med ic ine ) 
OPPORTUNITY IN NORTH GEORGIA. Seeking 
a new or experienced IM. live within a beautiful 
southern community which offers a gorgeous 
adventist hospital (www.gordonhospital.com), 
adventist elementary school (www.cobleschool.
com), and first class Adventist high school (www.
gcasda.org). Southern adventist university 
within a 45 minute drive (www.southern.edu). 
Contact Kelly.fitch@ahss.org, 800-264-8642, 
option 1.  [12]

ORTHOPEDIC OPPORTUNITY IN NORTH 
GEORGIA. Gordon hospital is seeking Board 
Certified/Board Eligible Orthopedic w/
sub-specialty. live within a beautiful southern 
community which offers a gorgeous adventist 
hospital (www.gordonhospital.com), adventist 
elementary school (www.cobleschool.com), and 
first class Adventist high school (www.gcasda.
org). Southern adventist university within a 45 
minute drive (www.southern.edu). contact kelly.
fitch@ahss.org, 800-264-8642, option 1.  [12]

JELLICO COMMUNITY HOSPITAL is looking 
for physicians to work in our hospital. we are 
currently seeking the following positions: Family 

PROPERTY AVAILABLE 
COLLEGEDALE GUESTHOUSE: 1.5 bed-
rooms fully equipped condo w/kitchen and 
laundry, no steps, huge deck, secluded 
woodland setting. “absolutely delightful” say 
guests. $60/night for two (2-night minimum). 
roger king, 423-236-4688. See pictures at 
www.rogerkingrentals.com.  © 

QUIET OAKS ADULT CARE HOME – exclusively 
servicing the post acute (outside the hospital) ventila-
tor dependent patient. we offer attentive, nurturing 
management of ventilator dependent patients and 
specialize in providing progressive ventilator wean-
ing. located in Graysville, tn, our beautiful home 
environment is conducive to recovery and peace of 
mind with our licensed nursing/respiratory and trained 
staff. contact laura Morrison, rn administrator, 423-
775-7658 or quietoaks@comcast.net.  [12]

SUMMIT RIDGE RETIREMENT VILLAGE is a place 
where you can live independently in your own home. 
lawn mowing and maintenance provided. church 
and nursing home on grounds. Make friends with 
adventist neighbors, and enjoy the low cost of living 
in the Oklahoma countryside. call Bill norman, 405-
454-6538. website: www.summit-ridge-village.org.  ©

FLORIDA LIVING RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 
– 13.5 acres near Orlando, florida set aside for 
the conference owned retirement community.  
independent living! apartments and rooms available. 
SDa church on the premises. programs, activities, 
van for transport and motel accommodations. 
1-800-729-8017 or www.floridalivingretirement.
com.  [12-10]

BUYING OR SELLING PROPERTY IN TENNESSEE: 
collegedale, Ooltewah, chattanooga? when selling 
your home, it’s important you’re in good hands with 
an experienced and licensed realtor. when buying, 
information is power. Let me find your special home! 
contact vincent lopez, crye-leike, realtors. cell: 
423-316-1880, email: vincent.lopez@crye-leike.
com.  [12]

COLLEGEDALE/OOLTEWAH AREA custom 
rancher – 2400+ Square feet. Great room, 3 bed, 

How to Submit Your Advertising
(1) have your pastor or a local church elder 

write “approved” and his signature on the sheet 
of paper containing the advertisement, (2) write 
your name and address on the same sheet, (3) 
specify how many times the ad is to run, (4) 
send the approved ad to your conference office 
6 weeks in advance of the publication date and 
(5) don’t forget to enclose payment in full for each 
month the ad is to run. Make checks payable to 
SOuthern uniOn.

rateS: Southern union: $40 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $45 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.30 per word 
beyond 45. Out of union: $50 for 20 words or 
less, including address. $55 for anything longer 
than 20 words up to 45 words. $1.50 per word 
beyond 45. accepted as space is available. ads 
may run in successive months as space permits.

SOUTHERN TIDINGS makes every reason-
able effort to screen all advertising, but in no 
case can the periodical assume responsiblity for 
advertisements appearing in its columns, or for 
typo graphical errors.
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
Practice, Family Practice/OB, Orthopedic, 
Nephrology, Internal Medicine. please contact 
Jason Dunkel @ jason.dunkel@ahss.org or 423-
784-1187 for more information.  [12-8]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
seeks Dean for School of Business and 
Management. a Doctoral degree required. 
will oversee the undergraduate and graduate 
programs. priority given to applications received 
by January 31, 2013. the successful candidate 
must have a strongly expressed commitment to 
Jesus christ, and be a SDa church member in 
good and regular standing. Submit curriculum 
vitae and cover letter to pat coverdale, Director 
of human resources, plcoverdale@southern.
edu or human resources, Southern adventist 
university, pO Box 370, collegedale, tn 37363.  
[12-2]

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY seeks applicants 
for full-time, tenure-track faculty positions in 
Biology. for more information and application 
process, please visit http://jobs.wallawalla.edu. 
All positions will remain open until filled.  [12]

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeks a Director 
of International Student Services. Qualified 
candidates should have a Master’s degree with 
5 years of experience in higher education with 
a focus on international student services or 
student affairs. Must be a u.S. citizen or legal 
permanent resident. for more information and 
to apply visit: http://www.andrews.edu/hr/
emp_jobs_salaried.cgi.  [12]

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeks a STEM 
Enrollment Coordinator. Qualified candidates 
should have a baccalaureate degree with 
rudimentary familiarity with the culture of 
science and engineering. for more information 
and to apply visit: http://www.andrews.edu/hr/
emp_jobs_salaried.cgi.  [12]

WANTED! live-in caregiver for elderly couple. 
husband 98, wife 88, both ambulatory. wife has 
dementia. caregiver must have: experience 
in caregiving, references, and have her own 
transportation. Salary includes: wages, room 
and board, paid holidays and vacation. call 
407-694-0423.  [12]

GENERAL MANAGER FOR MISSION 
BAKERY in uruguay – commercial, wholesale 
bakery making whole grain breads and rolls is 
seeking a general manager to oversee operations. 
applicant needs to be bilingual (english/Spanish) and 
have broad general business background. Bakery is 
located in uruguay at the adventist academy outside 
of Montevideo. Students learn to work, have funds 
to attend academy, and can take baking classes 
for state recognized baking certificate. Salary and 
apartment provided. Send resume to michael@
bakecrafters.com.  [12]

WANTED – a needy couple to live in the country 
with an elderly couple for room & board and a small 
stipend. call 334-366-4317, walter & Myrtis kohler, 
5655 Medline road, lawley, al 36793.  [12]

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTISTS department of information 

Systems Services is seeking to hire a Microsoft 
SharePoint/ASP.NET application developer 
to continue the development and maintenance 
of their Sharepoint document management 
infrastructure. applicants should have multiple 
years of development and server administration 
experience and be able to implement complex 
web architectures using aSp.net/iiS/SQl 
Server. previous exposure to Sharepoint 
administration and development would be 
ideal. it is the policy of the Gc to hire only SDa 
church members who consistently financially 
support their church. applicants may apply by 
faxing or emailing their resumes to Gc human 
resources at 301-680-6768, or stavenhagenr@
gc.adventist.org.  [12]

THE SOUTH PACIFIC DIVISION has recently 
acquired worldwide rights to the chip program. 
Sanitarium health & wellbeing, a ministry of 
SpD, is looking for a Global Manager to lead 
and manage their international team. the 
position will be based in either australia or uSa 
and will be pivotal to the global success of the 
chip program. for more information and to 
apply, visit www.sanitarium.com.au.  [12]

FLORIDA CONFERENCE of SDa at camp 
kulaqua is currently taking applications for 
Full Time Group Sales Representative 
who has experience in group resort, camp 
and conference center sales, possesses 
excellent verbal and written communication 
skills, strong computer skills, organized, 
attentive to detail, self-directed, motivated. 
Must possess negotiation skills; persuasive, 
with proven ability to achieve sales targets while 
promoting our christian mission. call Melodie 
hopkins, reservations/Marketing Director at 
386-454-1351.  Send resume to melodieh@
floridacamps.org.  [12]

MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIST/LABORATORY 
TECHNOLOGIST AND PHARMACIST urgently 
needed. If you are qualified and feel called 
to serve, come join us in serving the lord 
at wildwood lifestyle center and hospital 
in Georgia. if you would like to know more, 
please email your resume to: administrator@
wildwoodhealth.org.  [12, 1]

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 
USE BON HERBALS IMMUNE AMMUNITION 
& Vegan Vitamin D this winter to fight virus, 
bacteria, fungus, inflammation and infection. 
Bon herbals carries vegetarian/vegan nutritional 
supplements. check website for 
specials. Order on-line or by phone. 
www.bonherbals.com. Bon herbals, 
pO Box 1038, collegedale, tn 
37315. 423-238-7467. [12]

NEED A PIANIST? “hymns alive”, 
the SDa hymnal on 33 cD’s. Quality 
accompaniment music to sing God’s 
praises. Organ and piano. also “he 
is Our Song” and kid’s hymnals 
on cD’s. also hymns on videos - 
12 DvD’s - “creation Sings”, with 
words and optional song leader. 
www.35hymns.com or call 800-354-
9667.  [12]

MISCELLANEOUS 
SINGLE AND OVER 40? Stay home and meet 
new friends in uSa, only interracial group for 
adventist singles over 40. for information, send 
large self-addressed stamped envelope to aSO-
40, 2747 nonpareil, Sutherlin, Or 97479.  ©

AdventistSingles.org free 14-day trial! Join 
thousands of adventist singles online. free 
chat, search, profiles, match notifications! 
adventist owners since 1993. visit www.
elliotDylan.com for the undercover angels 
series of novels for christian teens that build 
on Biblical principles and encourage integrity. 
Great Sabbath reading and gifts!  ©

ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you rent a 
u-haul and do it yourself, check our price and 
save yourself the hassle. plan now and reserve 
a time slot. fast, direct, and economical. 
contact: Gary erhard, erhard Moving & 
Storage, 610 South Mechanic Street, Berrien 
Springs, Mi 49103; 269-471-7366 or 248-890-
5700, evenings 8-11 p.m.  ©

RELOCATING? apex Moving & Storage has 
a national account contract with the General 
conference for your moving needs. take 
advantage of a volume rated discount. Be 
assured you are moving with the BeSt! call 
Marcy Dante’ at 800-766-1902; or visit us at: 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.  [12]

RV’s!! adventist owned and operated rv 
dealership has been helping SDa’s for over 
30 years.  huge inventory of new and used 
trailers and motor homes. Jayco, newmar and 
hurricane. courtesy airport pickup and on-site 
hookups. call toll-free 1-888-933-9300. lee’s 
rv, Oklahoma city. www.leesrv.com or e-mail 
Lee Litchfield at Lee@leesrv.com.  ©

BUTLER CREEK SEMINARS (a division 
of wildwood health retreat): conquering 
lifestyle Disease! Diabetes, hypertension, 
osteoporosis, & more. Dec. 30-Jan. 6; Jan. 
20-27; feb 17-24. natural prevention/treatment 
for lifestyle diseases. hands-on cooking 
classes (oil-free, total vegetarian, whole foods), 
exercise program, health presentations. cost: 
$370. Site: wildwood health retreat, iron city, 
tn. contact charene: 931-724-6706. www.
wildwoodhealthretreat.org.  [12]

BUTLER CREEK SEMINARS (a division 
of wildwood health retreat): lose weight, 

Adventist Satellite System
3ABN

Hope Channel
Loma Linda Channel

For Sales & Installation in the Atlanta Area call:

Kaz Sanocki 404.791.3093
Ask me about the new HD Receivers
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t s
feel Great! Seminar, Jan.6-20; Jan. 27-
feb. 10; feb. 24-Mar 10. change your life 
– eat healthfully, control stress, exercise for 
energy. hands-on cooking classes (oil-free, 
total vegetarian, whole foods). cost: $740. 
Site: wildwood health retreat, iron city, 
tn. contact charene: 931-724-6706. www.
wildwoodhealthretreat.org.  [12]

BUTLER CREEK SEMINARS (a division of 
wildwood health retreat): 21-Day intensive 
Medical Missionary training. Seminar Jan. 6-27. 
a practical application of health evangelism 
skills employed in medical missionary work. 
Site: wildwood health retreat, iron city, tn, 
cost: $1,110. contact charene: 931-724-6706. 
www.wildwoodhealthretreat.org.  [12]

THE WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE PROGRAM can 
help you naturally treat and reverse diseases 
such as diabetes, heart disease, hypertension, 
obesity, arthritis, fibromyalgia, lupus, multiple 
sclerosis, chronic fatigue, cancer, depression 
and many more. invest in your health, call 
1-800-634-9355 for more information or visit 
www.wildwoodhealth.org/lifestyle.  [12-5]

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
OR HEALTH SEMINAR? have questions? 
need affordable, professionally prepared 
handbills, brochures, signs, banners, and 
mailing services? call free, 800-274-0016 and 
ask for hOpe customer Service or visit www.
hopesource.com. you deserve the best with 
confidence and peace of mind. Your friends at 
hamblin’s hOpe deliver on-time.  [12]

HAVE YOU WRITTEN a children’s book, life 
testimony, story of God’s love, or your spiritual 
ideas and would like them published? contact 

teach Services at 800-367-1844 ext 3 or 
email publishing@teachservices.com, for a 
free manuscript review.  [12-4]

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY 
offers master’s degrees in business, computer 
science, counseling, education, nursing, religion 
and social work. flexibility is provided through 
some online and many on-campus programs. 
financial aid may be available. for more 
information, call 423-236-2585 or visit www.
southern.edu/graduatedegrees.  [12-5]

CHALLENGES IN YOUR LIFE TROUBLING 
YOU? Consider a confidential consultation from 
the privacy of your own home or office with a 
life and wellness coach. as an experienced 
SDa professional, i offer coaching services, 
both in english and Spanish, that include 
spirituality, career guidance, interpersonal 
issues, parental challenges and more. visit 
www.yourwellnesscoaching.com, call 864-
756-1305, or e-mail walter.vyhmeister.phd@
yourwellnesscoaching.com.  [12]

EDEN’S PATHWAY can help you if you have 
diabetes, cancer, hBp, etc. to change your  
l.i.f.e.S.t.y.l.e.S.. we offer the 10-day “Daniel 
challenge” detoxification/cleanse program 
educating in lifestyle modification mentally, 
physically, and spiritually. for more information, 
visit www.edenspathwayhome.com, email: 
edenspathway@yahoo.com, or call 423-338-
4144.  [12]

QUIET COUNTRY LIFE minutes from nashville 
in portland, tennessee. highland academy, 
highland elementary School, and highland SDa 
church are located on 400 picturesque rolling 
acres. also on campus is Signature healthcare, 

a 100-bed nursing home. Students enjoy 
Pathfinders, robotics, gymnastics, Adventurers, 
band, choir, bells, community outreach, 
mission trips, and more. we are a conservative 
community that shares these values with our 
top-rated schools. 615-325-3925.  [12-2]

ENJOY GIFTS, REFRESHMENTS & GENTLE 
CRITTERS at kindergarten roundup on 
tuesday, January 8, 2013, 8:00 am - 10:30 am 
at lester coon adventist School, grades k-8. 
located near Sau. call 423-236-4926 for more 
information.  [12]

NEWLYWEDS SEEKING TO RENT from 
adventist family in Orlando, fl area, close 
to adventist university of health Sciences 
beginning Jan. 2013. husband fully employed, 
works out of home office for Adventist publisher. 
wife to attend the university. please call 304-
904-6631.  [12]

HOLY LAND TOUR with lonnie and Jeannie 
Melashenko and the king’s heralds Quartet. 
come encounter the roots of your faith next 
year from Sept. 29-Oct. 10, 2013. for more 
information and to sign up contact linda Moore 
at lindam@journeys-unltd.com or call 800-876-
9502 ext. 100.  [12]

OGDEN 2013 ADVENTIST TOURS – venice/
po river cruise June 8-16 featuring world 
heritage Sites in venice, verona, ravenna, 
Bologna, padua with florence/rome extension 
June 16-21. australia/new Zealand adventure: 
October 9-27. visit Great Barrier, reef, Sydney, 
north and South island in new Zealand. 
extension to fiji, October 27-30. for information 
contact Merlene Ogden, 269-471-3781 or 
ogden@andrews.edu.  [12, 1]

Kenneth D. Spaulding was a World War II veteran, an academy 
and college teacher, a licensed pilot and church treasurer for 

many years.
     A good steward, he remembered his wife, his handicapped 
sister whom he cared for and the Lord’s work in his estate plan. 
Later, when he was the last living person in his family, he contacted 
the Kentucky-Tennessee Trust Service Department for assistance in 
revising his estate plan. Through a will, a trust, charitable gift 
annuities and other estate planning tools that allowed assets to go 
directly to the Lord’s work after his death, many areas of the God’s 
work were benefitted.

Carolina Ken Ford (704) 596-3200
Florida Phil Bond (407) 644-5000
Georgia-Cumberland Mitch Hazekamp (706) 629-7951
Gulf States Rick Hutchinson (334) 272-7493
Kentucky-Tennessee Lin Powell (615) 859-1391
Oakwood University Fred Pullins (256) 726-8278

South Atlantic Lawrence Hamilton (404) 792-0535
South Central Michael Harpe (615) 226-6500
Southeastern Brent Walden (352) 735-3142
Southern Adventist University Carolyn Liers (423) 236-2818

Scan 
for even 
more info

SUSDAGift.org

Giving to the Lord's Work

Contact your local Conference or University 
Planned Giving and Trust Services Representative 
today, to plan how you can plan for the future.

46       T I D I N G S  •  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 2    



E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r

  Dec. 7 Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 Jan. 11
  atlanta, Ga 5:29 5:30 5:32 5:36 5:40 5:45
 charleston, Sc 5:13 5:14 5:17 5:20 5:24 5:30
 charlotte, nc 5:11 5:12 5:14 5:17 5:22 5:27
 collegedale, tn 5:28 5:29 5:31 5:35 5:39 5:45
 huntsville, al 4:35 4:36 4:38 4:32 4:46 4:52
 Jackson, MS 4:55 4:56 4:59 5:02 5:06 5:12
 louisville, ky 5:23 5:23 5:25 5:29 5:33 5:39
 Memphis, tn 4:48 4:49 4:51 4:54 4:59 5:04
 Miami, fl 5:30 5:31 5:34 5:37 5:41 5:46
 Montgomery, al 4:40 4:41 4:43 4:47 4:51 4:56
 nashville, tn 4:32 4:33 4:35 4:39 4:43 4:49
 Orlando, fl 5:29 5:30 5:32 5:36 5:40 5:45
 wilmington, nc 5:02 5:03 5:05 5:08 5:13 5:18

Sunset

Carolina 

Elder’s Certification Training – 
Dec. 8. Greenville, nc.
Lay Advisory Retreat – Jan. 
4-5. npr.
Pathfinder Council Meeting – 
Jan. 11-12. npr.
Romance at the Ranch 
english – feb. 8-10. npr.
Spanish – feb. 15-17. npr.

Florida 
 
Complete calendar online – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/calendar/
Florida Pathfinder events – 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/youth/ or call 407-644-5000 
x127.
Singles’ Ministries events and 
mailing list information. Spiritual 
study groups, fellowship 
dinners, outings, and more. 
http://www.floridaconference.
com/childrenandfamily/, 
djmiller4000@gmail.com, or 
407-703-3050.
Florida Hospital DeLand 
Support Groups – florida 
hospital Deland offers a 
variety of support groups such 
as attention deficit disorder, 
bereavement, brain injury, 
celiac disease, diabetes, sleep 
disorders, and more. Details are 
available under the “Support 
Groups” link in the “patients 
and visitors” box at http://www.
fhdeland.org/
North Florida Oakwood 
University Alumni Chapter – 
membership information and 
event listings for Oakwood 
alumni in florida. Details: http://
www.oakwoodalumninfl.org/, 
oakwoodalumninfl@gmail.com, 
888-719-7776, or 904-616-1896.
Adventist Single Adult 
Ministries New Year’s Retreat 
– Dec. 28-Jan. 1. camp 
kulaqua, high Springs. a new 
year’s celebration with singles 
from across the nation, camp 
activities, seminars, special 
music, and the new tower of 
faith. cost: $161.75-$293.50 
depending on lodging choice 
and 3 or 4 nights, meals 
included. commuter (no lodging) 
prices with and without meals 
also available. Details: 386-454-
1351.
Greater Miami Adventist 

Academy Fourth Annual 
Golf Tournament – april 
21. Doral Golf resort and 
Spa. registration: 12:00-1:00 
p.m. Shotgun start: 2:00 p.m. 
complimentary range warmup 
and practice. Scramble format 
shotgun start. refreshments 
available throughout the 
course. tournament closes with 
reception award ceremony and 
dinner. cost: $185 includes 
green fees, golf cart, and goodie 
bag. Details: http://www.gma.
edu/html/pta.html, ctrevilcock@
gma.edu, or 305-220-5955 x151.

Georgia-Cumberland 

Pathfinder Teen Challenge – 
Dec. 1. cohutta Springs youth 
camp, crandall, Ga. 
Homecoming Johnson City – 
Dec. 1. Johnson city, tn. 
Executive and Personnel 
Subcommittee Meetings – 
Dec. 12. calhoun, Ga.
Office Closed for Holidays – 
Dec. 24 - Jan. 1. calhoun, Ga.
Children’s Ministries 
Convention registration 
deadline – Jan. 21. 
Website Basics Seminar: 
Getting Your Images Online 
– Jan. 27. Conference Office. 
free. featuring adventist 
church connect, calhoun, Ga.
Photography Basics Seminar 
with Billy Weeks – Jan. 27. 1-3 
pm. Conference Office. Free. 
calhoun, Ga.
Online registration for events 
available: www.registration.
gccsda.com.

Gulf States 

Complete Calendar online
http://www.gscsda.org
Elders’/Deacons’ Retreat – 
Dec. 7-9. camp alamisco.
Conference Executive 
Committee – Dec. 11.
Conference Office Closed for 
Christmas – Dec. 24-28.

Kentucky-Tennessee  

Conference Association 
Board
Dec. 4.
Jan. 22.

Conference Executive 
Committee
Dec. 4.
Jan. 22.
LE Year-End Convention – 
Dec. 27-30.
Highland and Madison 
Academy Boards – Jan. 24.

Southern Adventist 
University  

Archaeology Exhibit – “the 
Battle Over king David: 
excavating the fortress of elah” 

features artifacts from digs by 
professors and students during 
recent trips to israel. exhibit 
opened nov. 7, and runs through 
april 2014. Details: 423-236-
2030.
Christmas Concert – Dec. 8. 
the 8 p.m. concert in the iles 
p.e. center features the wind 
symphony, jazz ensemble, and 
bell choir. Details: 423-236-
2814.
Phil Vischer – Jan. 10. veggie 
Tales creator will be on campus 
for morning and evening 
convocations. Details: 423-236-
2814.

OPENINGS: SHORT &
LONG TERM SERVICE

‘HERE I AM’ ‘SEND ME’ ISAIAH 6:8

1(671)648-2588
hr@guamsda.com

www.adventistclinic.com

MEDICAL MISSIONARIES
GUAM SEEKING

• INTERNAL MEDICINE 
• FAMILY MEDICINE
• ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON
• NURSE PRACTITIONER
• RHEUMATOLOGIST
• DERMATOLOGIST
• PEDIATRICIANS
• HOSPITALIST

• PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT
• PHYSICAL THERAPIST
• OB/GYNS
• UROLOGIST
• SURGEONS
• CARDIOLOGIST
• DENTAL DIRECTOR
• PROFESSIONAL RECRUITER
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