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GENERAL CLASS INFORM ATION  

 

Class acronym:  OTST 570 

Class name:   Readings in the Old Testament (English) - Esther 

Semester & year:  Spring 2014 

Class location:  Conference Room 1A, Columbia Union Conference, Columbia, Maryland 

Class time/day:  7:00 pm –9:00 pm, SUNDAY 

    8:00 am-12:00 pm/1:00 pm-6:00 pm, MONDAY-WEDNESDAY 

    8:00 am-12:00 pm/1:00 pm-4:00 pm, and Final Exam 4:00-6:00 pm, THURS 

Credits offered:  3 

 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT D ETAILS  

 

Instructor:  Constance E. Gane, Ph.D. 

Office telephone: 269-471-2871 

Home telephone:  269-461-6309 (please do not call after 8:30 PM) 

Email:   cgane@andrews.edu  

Office location:  Andrews University Horn Archaeological Museum, Room 202 

Secretary:  Amanda McGuire-Moushon, Horn Museum (471-3273; hornmuseum@andrews.edu)  

 

BULLETIN CLASS DESCRIPTION  

 

OTST570 Readings in the Old Testament (English) 

 

Overall description:  Covers selected books/passages of the Old Testament, based primarily on  

   the English text with reference to the Hebrew/Aramaic original, normally  

   offered off campus for the MAPMin students and others who have not taken  

   Hebrew. Not applicable for MDiv credit.  

Required Textbooks  
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1. The Bible 

 

2. Jobes, Karen H. Esther: The NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 

Publishing House, 1999. 248 pages. ISBN: 0-310-20672-3 

 

3. Levenson, J. D. Esther: a commentary. Louisville, Ky., Westminster John Knox Press. 1997. 

142 pages, ISBN: 0-664-22093-2 

 

Recommended Books 

  

1. Herodotus (1914). The History of Herodotus. London, Macmillan and Co., Ltd. 

2. Yamauchi, E. M. (1990). Persia and the Bible. Grand Rapids, Baker Book House. 

3. Brosius, M. (1996). Women in ancient Persia, 559-331 BC. Oxford New York, Clarendon 

Press; Oxford University Press. 

 

Student Reports on Articles relevant to the book of Esther: 

Students will select articles from the following list to read. The student will be prepared to give a 

short (5 minute) synthesis of the article to the group. The list of articles will be divided among the 

students on site and do not necessarily need to be read before the intensive. 

           Student 

Monday           

Editorial Staff.  “Esther.” in Encyclopaedia Judaica, Vol. 6. Jerusalem. 

p. 905-914.         ________________

  

Porten, Bezalel. “Mordecai.” Encyclopaedia Judaica, Vol. 12. Jerusalem. 

p. 307-309.         ________________

  

Tuesday 

Perrot, Jean and Daniel Ladiray, (1996). “The Palace of Susa” in  

Westenholz, J. G., Ed. Royal Cities of the Biblical World. Jerusalem, 

Bible Lands Museum Jerusalem. p. 237-254.     ________________

    

Moore, Carey A. (1975). “Archaeology and the Book of Esther.” The  

Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 38:3-4, p. 62-79.     ________________ 

 

Bickerman, Elias J. “Persia.” in Encyclopaedia Judaica, Vol. 13.  

Jerusalem. p. 301-308.        ________________ 

 

Wednesday 

Dillard, Raymond B. and Tremper Longman III. (1994). “Esther.” in  

An Introduction to the Old Testament. Zondervan Publishing House, 

Grand Rapids, p. 189-197.       ________________ 

 

Shea, William H. “Esther and History.” AUSS, p. 227-246   ________________ 

Thursday 

Hallo, William W. (1983) “The First Purim.” Biblical Archaeologist,  
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Winter, p. 19-29.        ________________ 

 

Shmeruk, Chone. “Purim.” in Encyclopaedia Judaica, Vol. 13. Jerusalem. 

p. 1390-1403.         ________________ 

 

“Esther” in the SDA Bible Commentary Vol 3 p. 457-489    ________________ 

 

OUTCOMES  

 

Program Learning Outcomes (PO): 

MA in Pastoral Ministry (MAPMin) English Program Outcomes 

1. Demonstrate proper biblical interpretation skills and application of biblical teachings.  

2. Apply ethical principles in the context of the Seventh-day Adventist ministry.  

3. Prepare and deliver effective expository sermons.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) The student should be able to:  

 

Through a careful examination of the text of Esther, the student will: 

1. Study the text in its brutal, historical context of the Persian Wars. Hebrew and Persian 

documents, archaeological remains, and Greek historians will be brought into the discussion 

to facilitate the recognition of significant textual under tones. 

2. Learn to understand how possible authorship and dating is arrived at while maintaining 

scholarly integrity when examining the historicity of Esther. In this context the student will 

learn that the relationship between biblical narrative and history is probably one of the most 

important issues in evangelical hermeneutics today. Through the study of the book of Esther, 

the student will have the opportunity to recognize that God has in fact worked in history 

through events that really happened. 

3. Grapple with the plain reading of the text which demands an honest look at the ethics of 

choosing to conceal one’s identity in the name of survival, disquieting moral ambiguity, the 

apparent absence of religious values, and the presence of sensuality and brutality as a 

recourse for survival. 

4. Examine the larger theological question for God’s people when their status with respect to the 

covenant is broken. In this context, the student will explore the power of a crisis which forces 

one to make a decision for God. 

5. Finally, the student will encounter the providence of God as seen in the story of Esther in 

which God is invisible, inscrutable and silent, a story which resonates with many in our post-

modern world. 

 

 

Students will demonstrate the above listed competencies through actively listening to lectures given 

by the instructor; intelligently, respectfully and with informed reference enter into class discussion, 

as well as through engaged reading of assigned scholarly books and articles, reading reports, and 

exams. 
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TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS  

 

BEFORE CLASS REQUIRE MENTS  

 

1. Read Esther thoroughly, jotting down interesting ideas and questions. Bring these notes to the 

intensive to enrich the discussions.  

2.  Read two books: 

a. Jobes, Karen H. Esther: The NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 

Publishing House, 1999. 248 pages. ISBN: 0-310-20672-3 

b. Levenson, J. D. Esther: a commentary. Louisville, Ky., Westminster John Knox Press. 

1997, 142 pages, ISBN: 0-664-22093-2 

3. Prerequisite BEFORE coming to the first class (failure to fulfill this requirement may result in a 

25% reduction of that assignment’s grade): Write a four-page, double-spaced, typewritten reaction 

paper on each of the two books just listed (Jobes and Levenson). Each report should include a 

brief summary of contents, a critique of strong and weak points, and a summary of ideas 

particularly helpful to the student. The reports are to be handed to the instructor at the 

BEGINNING of the intensive, March 23, 2014, at 7 p.m. 

 

 

DURING CLASS REQUIREMENTS  

 

1. Participate in lecture/discussion sessions March 23-27, 2014. Participation will include informed 

dialogue with reference to both Jobes and Levenson (already read by the student) and additional 

articles to be assigned by the instructor during the course of the intensive. 

 

 Schedule:  

 Sunday (March 23): 7-9 p.m.  

 Monday-Wednesday (March 24-26): 8 a.m.-12 p.m., 1-6 p.m.  

 Thursday (March 27): 8-12, 2-4 p.m., Final Exam 4-6 p.m. 

 

 Attendance is required. For every 2 hours missed, the final grade will be reduced 5%. 

 

2. Prepare for the written examination by studying notes and reading supplementary materials, which 

will be provided. 

3. Write the written examination, which is scheduled for March 27, 4-6 p.m. 

 

 

AFTER CLASS REQ UIREM ENTS  

 

Write a HIGH QUALITY sermon on a passage or topic taken from the book of Esther, using ideas gained 

from this course. The sermon manuscript must be typed, double-spaced, and 14-16 pages in length. E-mail 

your sermon to cgane@andrews.edu by July 31, 2014. 

 

 

 

mailto:cgane@andrews.edu
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Guidelines to be aware of when writing a sermon on Esther: 

 

 Articulated Structure 

o Introduction 

o Body 

o Conclusion 

 

 Organization 

o Coherent 

o Logical 

o Clear 

 

 Content 

o Interesting 

 DO NOT SIMPLY RETELL THE STORY! 

o Density:  not too heavy, not too light 

o Literary Artistry 

 Use of language 

 Use of extra-biblical literature and/or stories 

 

 Usage of biblical Scripture 

o Accuracy 

o Quote the text and give references 

o Appropriate application of scripture 

 

 If use Ellen White 

o Accuracy 

o If quote than give references  

o Appropriate application  

 

 Should reflect information gained in class which may include 

o Meanings of Hebrew words to enlighten the meaning of the text 

o Appropriate interpretations from commentaries 

o Historical context 

 Persian court life 

 Xerxes’ rule 

 Geography 

o Purim through history 

 

 Contemporary Application 
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GRADING AND ASSESSMENT  

 

Distribution of Course Hours 

Class Lectures during the Intensive:      37 hours  

Reading:                                           45 hours 

Written Assignments:                        33 hours 

Sermon:                                          20 hours 

 

 

Grading Percentages 

For computation of the grade for the course, grades for written assignments and the examination will 

be weighted as follows:   

 

Reaction Papers (2):   20%  Due March 23, 2014 (hand in beginning of 1
st
 class) 

Examination:    40% March 27, 2014 

Esther Sermon Project:   40% Due July 31, 2014 (e-mail to cgane@andrews.edu) 

TOTAL:              100% 

 

Grade Scale 

94-100% A  76-78%  C+ 

91-93% A-  71-75%  C 

87-90% B+  68-70%  C- 

82-86% B  57-67%  D 

79-81% B-  56% & below F 

 

Assignment Submission 

Submit the Sermon to cgane@andrews.edu no later than July 31, 2014. 

 

Late Submission of Assignments 

The following penalties will be applied for late submission of assessment items: 

 

Assignments received by due date: (possible A grade) 

Delay up to 60 days:   (no better than an A- grade) 

Delay up to 90 days:   (no better than a B+ grade) 

Delay up to 120 days:   (no better than a B grade) 

Delay up to 150 days:   (no better than a C grade) 

 

Extra Credit 

There is no extra credit available. 

 

 

 

mailto:cgane@andrews.edu
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ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES  

 

Rubrics for the written assignments are as follows: 

 

Reaction Paper: 

The reaction paper will be graded according to its depth of interaction with coverage of representative 

portions of the book and its clarity of expression. 

 

CRITERIA Exceptional 

A 

Good 

B 

Not so Good 

C 

Substandard 

D 

Unacceptable 

F 

Weight 

Depth of 

interaction 

 

Deep interaction 

throughout, 

showing profound 

understanding and 

engagement with 

the concepts of 

the book.  

Quite a lot 

of 

interaction, 

but could be 

deeper.  

Some 

interaction, 

but tends to 

be rather 

superficial. 

A little interaction, 

but mainly just 

summary of 

contents.  

No interaction. 

Just summary 

of contents. 

approx. 

40% 

Coverage of 

representative 

portions of the 

book 

Engages with 

material in all 

major sections of 

the book. 

Engages 

with 

material in 

almost all 

major 

sections of 

the book, 

but omits or 

skims 

briefly over 

one. 

Deals with 

material in 

most major 

sections of 

the book, but 

omits or 

skims briefly 

over two. 

Deals with material 

in several major 

sections of the 

book, but omits or 

skims briefly over 

three. 

Deals with 

material in half 

or less of the 

major sections 

of the book, but 

omits or skims 

briefly over the 

others. 

approx. 

40% 

Clarity of 

expression 

 

Logically well-

organized 

presentation; 

excellent writing 

style, including 

apt and concise 

wording, correct 

English grammar 

and syntax, and 

freedom from 

typos.  

Fairly well-

organized 

presentation; 

good writing 

style overall, 

but a few 

minor 

English 

problems. 

Not so 

organized 

presentation; 

mediocre 

writing style 

with quite a 

few English 

mistakes. 

Quite sloppy 

organization; 

unclear in quite a 

few places, with 

many English 

mistakes.  

Very sloppy, 

unclear, and 

full of English 

mistakes. 

approx. 

20% 

      

TOTAL: 

100% 
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Sermon Project: 

The sermon will be graded on biblical content (especially including accuracy and depth of biblical 

interpretation regarding concepts raised in the study of the Esther narrative), clarity and effectiveness 

of communication (logical structure and flow, appeal, illustrations, and quality of writing style, 

including choice of expressions, grammar, syntax, and spelling), and appropriateness for the target 

audience. 

CRITERIA Exceptional 

A 

Good 

B 

Not so Good 

C 

Substandard 

D 

Unacceptable 

F 

Weight 

Biblical Content 

 

Accurate and 

thorough 

explanation of 

selected concepts 

from the Esther 

narrative with 

interaction with 

other biblical 

texts, with 

profound insights.  

Quite 

accurate and 

fairly 

thorough 

explanation 

of concepts 

from the 

Esther 

narrative.  

Less than 

accurate or 

thorough 

explanation of 

concepts from 

the Esther 

narrative. 

Some fairly serious 

problems with 

biblical accuracy; 

superficial or 

unclear 

explanations of 

concepts from the 

Esther narrative, 

not really engaging 

relevant texts. 

Teaches little 

or nothing that 

is solid 

regarding 

concepts from 

the Esther 

narrative. 

approx. 

50% 

Communication 

 

Excellent logical 

structure and 

flow, appeal, 

illustrations; 

superior quality 

writing style, 

including clear, 

simple, effective, 

vivid expression, 

with correct 

grammar, syntax, 

and spelling. 

Good logical 

structure and 

flow, appeal, 

illustrations, 

and quality 

of writing 

style, 

including 

choice of 

expressions, 

grammar, 

syntax, and 

spelling. 

Some 

problems with 

logical 

structure and 

flow, appeal, 

illustrations, 

and/or quality 

of writing 

style, 

including 

choice of 

expressions, 

grammar, 

syntax, and 

spelling. 

Major problems 

with logical 

structure and flow, 

appeal, 

illustrations, and/or 

quality of writing 

style, including 

choice of 

expressions, 

grammar, syntax, 

and spelling. 

Logical 

structure and 

flow unclear; 

deficient in 

appeal; little or 

no illustrative 

material; 

sloppy writing. 

approx. 

35% 

Reflects 

information 

gained in class 

Very effectively 

interacts with 

concepts 

discussed in class 

such as issues 

raised by extra-

biblical historical 

background 

and/or the 

meanings of key 

Hebrew words. 

Quite 

effectively 

interacts 

with 

concepts 

discussed in 

class. 

Some fairly 

major 

deficiencies 

in connecting 

with concepts 

discussed in 

class. 

Major problems in 

connecting with 

concepts discussed 

in class. 

Doesn’t 

connect with 

concepts 

discussed in 

class. 

approx. 

15% 

      

TOTAL: 

100% 
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CLASS POLICIES  

 

Class Attendance 
Attendance is required and record is taken at each session. University policy and common sense 

require that students attend class. For every 2 hours missed, the final grade will be reduced 5%. 

 

Teacher Tardiness 

“Teachers have the responsibility of getting to class on time. If a teacher is detained and will be 

late, the teacher must send a message to the class with directions. If after 10 minutes no message 

has been received, students may leave without penalty. If teacher tardiness persists, students have 

the right to notify the department chair, or if the teacher is the department chair, to notify the 

dean.”  
Andrews University Bulletin 

Academic Integrity 
Andrews University takes seriously all acts of academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty 

includes (but is not limited to) falsifying official documents; plagiarizing; misusing copyrighted 

material; violating licensing agreements; using media from any source to mislead, deceive or 

defraud; presenting another’s work as one’s own; using materials during a quiz or examination 

other than those specifically allowed; stealing, accepting or studying from stolen examination 

materials; copying from another student; or falsifying attendance records. For more details see the 

Andrews University Bulletin. 

 

“Consequences may include denial of admission, revocation of admission, warning from a 

teacher with or without formal documentation, warning from a chair or academic dean with 

formal documentation, receipt of a reduced or failing grade with or without notation of the reason 

on the transcript, suspension or dismissal from the course, suspension or dismissal from the 

program, expulsion from the university or degree cancellation. Disciplinary action may be 

retroactive if academic dishonesty becomes apparent after the student leaves the course, program 

or university.”                     Andrews University Bulletin 

 

Within the context of the Seminary experience, academic dishonesty is extremely serious and will 

be dealt with in an appropriate manner. Academic dishonesty may include: plagiarism, copying 

from personal notes or from another student during a quiz or exam, sharing quiz or exam 

answers, etc.  

 

Disability Accommodations 
If you qualify for accommodations under the American Disabilities Act, please see the instructor 

as soon as possible for referral and assistance in arranging such accommodations. Students with 

diagnosed disabilities and special needs should also contact the Student Success Center (471-

6096). 

 

Classroom Decorum 

  Absolutely no cell phones, computer games, chat/web activities, etc.  

Computers 

 Please take as many notes as possible on your computer. These will serve you well for future 

reference. 
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INSTRUCTOR PROFILE   

  

Constance Gane is Assistant Professor of Archaeology and Old Testament at 

the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary of Andrews University. The 

daughter of Dr. Richard and Virginia Clark, Connie grew up in Nepal and 

India and attended Far Eastern Academy in Singapore. She returned to the 

United States when she was seventeen and met her husband, Roy Gane, the 

following year. She completed her bachelors degree in Music with an 

emphasis in violin at Pacific Union College, California. She received her 

masters degree in Mesopotamian Archaeology from the University of 

California, Berkeley, specializing in the iconography of Neo-Babylonian 

worship scenes. She received her Ph.D. in Mesopotamian Archaeology also 

from the University of California, Berkeley. The title of her dissertation is, 

“Composite Beings in Neo-Babylonian Art.” Her special interest is Babylonian backgrounds to 

biblical texts.  

 

Before moving to Andrews University, Connie taught in the Religion Department of Pacific Union 

College as a contract teacher in 1991 and 1992. She began teaching in the Old Testament Department 

in the Seminary in 2004 and has run the Horn Archaeological Museum since 2006. In addition, she is 

Associate Director of the Institute of Archaeology and is Co-director of archaeological excavations at 

Tall Jalul in the country of Jordan. She has served as the Chair of the Archaeology of Mesopotamia 

Section in the American Schools of Oriental Research since 2000. She has authored a number of 

articles for scholarly and lay readers and is currently writing the commentary volume on the book of 

Esther for the new SDA International Bible Commentary and the commentary entry for the book of 

Nahum for the new Andrews Study Bible Commentary. 

 

Connie has a passion for teaching and for allowing Christ to be a part of every aspect of the classroom 

experience. She believes the promises of Scripture and strives to help her students to do the same. A 

favorite verse she claims is, “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by 

Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You!” Jeremiah 32:17. 

 

Connie is married to Roy Gane, who also teaches at the Seminary, and they are the proud parents of 

Sarah who is married to Kevin Burton. Both Sarah and Kevin are Theology M.A. students at the 

Seminary.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


