Annotated Bibliography of Selected Authors on

Using, Evaluating, and Adapting Instructional Materials

Bellon, J.J., E.C., &Blank, M.A. (1992).  Teaching From a Research Knowledge Base.  New York:  Macmillan.

· This book focuses on teaching and teachers.  It provides information on how to improve instruction and gives practical knowledge to guide the instructional decisions.  It also gives examples that provide insight dealing with the relationship between teaching and instructional interactions. 

Bernard, J. Lernhardt, Mellissinos, M., and Miranda-Decker, R. (1999).  Evaluating Instructional Material.  Teaching in the Middle School: Vol. 5.  

· Instructional material for mathematics is discussed and how it is formed into explicit criteria for the students to learn.  Several criteria were examined and several necessary elements were determined to be missing.  This article expounds on those missing elements.

Book Review:  (1998). Mini Library on adapting instructional materials. 

· This review exhibits information on books dealing with adapting curriculum materials.  Focuses on adapting Language Arts, Social Studies, & Science materials for middle school students.

Borich, G. (1992).  Effective Teaching Methods.  Second edition, New York:  Merrill.

· Four simple goals of effective teaching are presented.  The goals deal with developing effective teaching practices, implementing effective teaching practices in a friendly manner, establishing practicality, and being realistic.  

Briggs, L. (1997).  Instructional design: principles and applications.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Educational Technology Publications.

· This book provides a concept on how to design instruction.  It focuses on how to develop designed instructions and how to apply them.  It also gives several ways of designing instruction and gives recommendations for application.

Briggs, L. and Wagner, W. (1992).  Principles of Instructional Design.  Orlando, FL:  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich College Publishers.

· This book presents up-to-date strategies dealing with instructional techniques.  The focus is more on instructional procedures aimed at learner strategies and metacognitive skills.  It also describes ways to design these instructions in order to reach specific standards.

Cooper, J. (ed) (1990).  Classroom Teaching Skills.  Fourth edition.  Lexington, MA:  D.C. Health and Company.

· This book incorporates theory and practice.  It discusses the teacher as a decision maker and reveals that teachers are the ones who make planning, implementing, evaluation, and management decisions as part of their instructional role.  It also suggests that teachers need certain teaching skills in order to carry out these roles.

Eggen, P. and Kauchak, D. (1988).  Strategies for Teachers.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall.

· This books deals with three primary sources that will help teachers in the classroom.  The first is the advance of cognitive psychology, which helps with understanding how students learn.  The second is classroom instruction, which relates teacher action and students learning.  The third source is experience.

Ford, N., and Chen, S. British.  Match/mismatching revisited: an empirical study of learning and teaching styles.  Journal of Educational Technology.

· Presents information dealing with matching and mismatching instructional presentation styles with students’ cognitive styles in a computer-based learning environment.  This article also reveals the differences in outcomes of males and females.

Garcia, E.  (1999). Student Cultural Diversity.  Second edition, New York:  Houghton Mifflin Company.

· Provides extensive information that focuses on concrete ways of teaching and communicating with diverse students and families.  Explains creative ways teachers can approach diverse students to meet their educational needs.  Shows teachers how to understand the roots of diversity in order to accomplish these goals.

Good, C. (1994).  Introduction to Instructional Development.  Belmon, CA:  Wadsworth Publishing Company.

· This book introduces different ways to best develop teachers into successful professionals.  This book reveals a variety of effective classroom practices that can help teachers reach this goal.  It gives teachers ways to self-improve and offers suggestions for remaining current in the profession.

Gronlund, N. (1991).  How to Write and Use Instructional Objectives.  Fourth edition, New York:  Macmillan Publishing Company.

· This books gives practical guides on how to construct instructional objectives.  Helps teachers define objectives in terms of student performance by observing the students achievement of the objectives. Outcomes.

Jones, F.  (1987). Positive Classroom Instruction.  New York:  McGraw-Hill Book Company.

· Discusses how to achieve the professional level of instruction needed in the classroom.  Emphasizes ways for teachers to relieve stress, increase academic learning time, and upgrade the level of standards in the classroom.  The most important factor in this book deals with “how to do it.”  It explains the skills, practice, and supervision, which develop a training plan that helps teachers reach that professional level.

Jones, F.  (2000). Tools for Teaching.  Santa Cruz, CA:  Fredric H. Jones & Associates, Inc.

· Trains teachers to effectively manage their classrooms.  Includes several descriptions of classroom managers.  Focuses on management systems, expectations, classroom structure, limit-setting, responsibility training, omission training, and the proper use of the back-up system.

Joyce, Bruce, Weil, Marsha, and Calhoun, Emily.  (2000). Models of Teaching.  Needham Heights, MA:  Allyn and Bacon.

· Exceptional work on different teaching models designed for higher-levels of inductive thinking including Taba’s inductive model, inquiry, concept attainment, role-playing, and assists to memory.  Provides both a theoretical base for each strategy as well as practical application in classrooms.

Kagan, Spencer.  (1994).  Cooperative Learning.  San Clemente, CA:  Resources for Teachers Inc.

· Provides the reader with basic concepts of cooperative learning and provides several structures for implementing cooperative learning in the classroom.  Excellent blend of theory and practice.  Very easy to understand and adapt for the classroom.

Kagan, S. (1979).  Cooperative Learning.  San Juan Capistrano, CA:  Resources for teachers.

· This article deals with several aspects of cooperative learning.  It talks about the benefits of using cooperative learning, the potential pitfalls, how to avoid the pitfalls, and how to reap the benefits of cooperative learning.

Kauchak, D. and Eggen, P. (1993).  Learning and Teaching: research-based methods.  Second edition, Boston:  Allyn and Bacon.

· The focus is on the ways instructors teach and how that can change how student learning.  Relates effective teaching towards teacher and student cognitions, constructivism, teaching for understanding, and the importance of social interaction in learning.

Kim, E. and Kellough, R. (1991).  A Resource Guide for Secondary Teaching:  Planning for competence.  Fifth edition.  New York:  Macmillan Publishing Company.

· Focuses on learning and how it should be active, pleasant, fun, and productive.  It deals with different knowledge and skills that need to be learned and developed before the teacher begins to practice teaching.

Lewis, R. and Doorlag, D. (1999).  Teaching Special Students: 6th edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson Education, Inc.

· Deals with the needs of special students and their teachers.  Includes instruction on how to teach special students and the instructional strategies that should be used.  Reveals to teachers the types of problems that are associated with special students and their classroom environment.

Marzano, R. and Pickering, D. (1997). Dimensions of Learning: Teacher’s                          Manual, Second edition, Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

· Incorporates several details concerning instruction in K-12 classrooms.  Helps to improve teaching and learning in several content areas.  Deals with training in organizing curriculum, instruction, and assessment.  Focus is on five dimensions of learning:  attitudes and perceptions; acquiring and integrating knowledge; extending and refining knowledge; using knowledge meaningfully; and developing habits of mind.

Meyen, E., Vergason, G., and Whelan, R. (1996).  Strategies for Teaching Exceptional Children in Inclusive Settings.  Denver, Colorado:  Love Publishing Company.

· Focuses on the instructional setting, the mode of delivery, the substance of what is being taught and learned, and the environment.  These items have changed throughout history and this book reveals what has changed and what has not.  It also deals with curriculum and how it is very important for the special learner.

Reigeluth, C.M. (1999).  Instructional-design Theories and Models.  Mahwah, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Publishers.

· This book is dedicated to providing teachers with the knowledge that will help them improve instruction.  Presents the concept that the process of learning can be made fun and enjoyable.  This book examines different models of instruction.

Saphier, Jon and Gower, Robert.  (1997).   The Skillful Teacher.  Acton, MA:  Research for Better Teaching.

· Designed to assist teachers with the necessary skills to be effective practitioners.  Identifies skillful teaching.  Broken into four major categories of teaching:  management; instruction; motivation, and curriculum.  Provides excellent examples of a skillful teacher looks like in each of these categories.

Smith, P. and Ragan, T. (1993).  Instructional Design.  New York:  Macmillan Publishing Company.

· This book explores the depth of instructional design.  It relates to both K-12 and corporate settings and gives numerous examples and practices that can benefit teachers.

Smith, T., Polloway E., Patton J., and Dowdy C. (2001).  Teaching Students with Special Needs in Inclusive Settings.  Third edition.  Needham Heights, MA:  A Pearson Education Company.

· Focuses on students with special needs.  Provides alternatives that are not accessed in a classroom setting.  Suggests ways of inventing particular programs according to the individual needs of students with special needs.

Spiegel, D.L. (1989). Evaluating instructional material.  Reading Teacher.

· Establishes instructional materials that can help teachers reinforce reading, writing, and other language skills and strategies in the classroom.  This article has six criteria in assessing the instructional material for the classroom.

Stipek, D. (1993).  Motivation to Learn: from theory to practice.  Second edition, Boston:  Allyn and Bacon.

· This book gives readers an understanding of motivation and how to include this in the classroom.  This information gives teachers ways to incorporate motivation in the classroom in a subtle way so students will be motivated to do intellectual activities inside and outside of the classroom.

Vermette, P.J. (1998).  Making Cooperative Learning Work:  Students teams in K-12 classrooms.  Columbus, OH:  Merrill, Prentice Hall.

· This book refers to several aspects of cooperative learning.  These aspects deal with the reality of cooperative learning and that cooperative learning is more than good.  This book also deals with three structures: grouping, grading, and governing.

West, C., Farmer, J. and Wolff, P. (1991).  Instructional Design Implications from Cognitive Science.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall.

· This book discusses different strategies for instructional design.  It explains how to use these instructional designs by breaking down the strategies and their designs.  This book also gives examples of exercises that are useful for the students.

White, E.G. (1943).  Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students.  Mountain View, CA:  Pacific Press Publishing Association.

· This book deals with the role of parents and teachers and how they should focus on character building for the ones that are in their care.  It also deals with how students should learn from their mistakes and experiences while always keeping God first.

White, E.G. (1952).  Education.  Mountain View, CA:  Pacific Press Publishing Association.

· This book provides a philosophical foundation for keeping God in the center of education.  A major focus is on the importance of education in creating the habits of life.  It also talks about the importance of service.

White, E.G. (1923).  Fundamentals of Christian Education.  Nashville:  Southern Publishing Association.

· This book deals with the interests of education and how educators need to stay cognizant of the defects in the profession.  It deals with not only teaching intellectual material, but also teaching the knowledge of practical life and ways to perform its duties.

Winebrenner, S. (1996).  Teaching Kids with Learning Difficulties in the Regular Classroom.  Minneapolis, MN:  Free Spirit Publishing, Inc.

· Concentrates on finding ways to teach kids with learning difficulties that apply specifically to them.  This information helps teachers organize different teaching strategies, techniques, and activities for specific learning types.  It also provides teachers with information on how to include special students in the regular classroom.

Wong, Harry K. and Wong, Rosemary T.  (1998).  The First Days of School.  Mountainview, CA:  Harry Wong Publications, Inc.

· Designed to help teachers start the school of on the right foot.  Gives practical advice on how to prepare for the first days of school and how to conduct the first days of school.  Maintains that in order to have a successful school year a teacher must have a successful first day.  

