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Course Description:

A survey of the factors influencing human development throughout the life span from conception to senescence.

Knowledge Base:
The faculty of Andrews University believe that knowledge of God is the center of all educational endeavor.  It is our intention that students discover that knowledge can be acquired through experience, observation, and/or research and also that God is the source of all knowledge and that an understanding of His will is the beginning of wisdom.  This understanding guides both faculty and students in their learning, companionship and commitment to global Christian service.

Philosophy and Integration of Faith and Learning:

Because Andrews University students are encouraged to develop their spiritual, mental, physical and social life as part of a balanced Christian lifestyle, this class will provide students with activities which are intended to prepare psychologists for excellence in thinking, teaching, service, and research.  The course is designed in part to meet the unique and varied needs of an international clientele.  By precept and example, the course is intended to demonstrate respect for human diversity and the uniqueness of each person as one created by God.  As companions in learning, students and faculty are committed to global Christian service.  These purposes are reflected in the specific objectives and content of this course.

Study Sources:
Required Texts:
Papalia, D. E., Olds, S. W., & Feldman, R. D. (2001).




Human Development (8th ed.).  New York:
McGraw-Hill. (Bk1)

Paludi, M. A. (2002). Human Development in Multicultural Contexts. New Jersey: Prentice Hall. (Bk2)
Suggested Journals: 
Adolescence




Journal Child Language

American Psychologist


Journal of Child Psychology & Psychiatry

American Journal of Orthopsychiatry
Journal of Family Practice

Child Development



Journal of Genetic Psychology

Child Study Journal



Journal of Gerontology

Developmental Psychology


Journal of Marriage and the Family

Family Relations



Journal of Orthopsychiatry

Gerontologist




Journal of Pediatrics

Human Development



Journal of Psychology and Aging

Intl Journal of Aging & Human Dev.

Merrill Palmer Quarterly

Journal of Adolescence


Pediatrics

Journal of Applied Psychology

Science

General Course Objectives:
Upon completion of the course the student should be able to:

1. 
Describe the research methodology and discuss the findings of major studies related to human development throughout the life span.

2. 
Describe normal developmental patterns from the life span viewpoint, integrating the past with the present and the future.

3. 
Describe the developmental changes in physical growth from conception through late adulthood.

4. 
Describe the process of intellectual growth form birth through late adulthood.

5. 
Describe the process of personality and social development from birth through late adulthood.

6. 
Describe the process of spiritual development from conception through late adulthood.

7. 
Describe the influences of the home, the school, and the community on human development.

8. 
Describe the influence of culture on human development.

9. 
Describe behavior which many indicate possible disturbance in the developmental process.

10. 
Compare the major theoretical viewpoints on human development and apply their findings to parenting, teaching and counseling.

11. 
Relate knowledge of human development to major issues affecting the development of the individual such as child care, schooling help for the disadvantaged, or care for the aging.

12. 
Relate knowledge of human development to the spiritual growth and character development of the individual.

13. 
Understand his/her personal development, especially as this relates to events of childhood and adolescence.

14. 
Apply knowledge of human development to major life decisions of self and others.

Course Organization:
The course is organized to study human development from a chronological (age) viewpoint.  The first section deals with theoretical perspectives and research methods for the study of human development.  The following sections deal with each age level from conception through late adulthood and death.
COURSE ACTIVITIES:

1.
Attendance and participation.  Students are encouraged to attend class regularly, having read the assigned readings.  I expect that regularly attending classes will significantly improve your ability to learn and recall the basic factual information presented in this course (as well as increasing your ability to predict what will be covered on exams).  I do not take attendance.  However, when assigning grades, I reserve the right to give the benefit of the doubt to those students who have contributed to the quality of the lectures by their participation.  Asking questions and giving opinions during lectures is encouraged.  Attending every class, sitting in the back row, and saying nothing, may help in learning the factual information, but it is your active participation that earns the goodwill of this teacher and may help if your final grade ends up in a borderline area.

2.
Examinations (80%) of the grade.  There will be four examinations over assigned material.  Examinations must be taken when scheduled.  Properly documented illness, and personal and family emergencies are the only acceptable excuses for missing examinations.  In such cases, the instructor should be informed BEFORE the time of the examination as far as is practicable.  

3.Major Paper:   (20% of grade) Each student must choose an area of human development and write a research paper integrating the findings from at least 8 peer review journal articles in that area.  This paper must include a discussion of the theories that drove the research and findings. Discussion and integration of the findings is required.   It must be written in APA style and in the students own words.  Grades will be based on the following criteria: 5 points for APA style, 1point for each article reviewed(8 points total) and integrated (8 points total), 15 points for making connections and having proper transitions, 10 points for using your own words and constructions instead of multiple paragraphs of quotations (plagiarism will earn an “F’), 4 points for a good introduction, 5 points for a good conclusion( Including, Do your conclusions flow reasonably from the information you gathered?). Does your analysis draw upon an adequate review of relevant sources?(5 points) 2). Please hand in 2 copies of the paper. I will retain one copy for my files. Late papers will be penalized. Some gentle cautions: * Please proofread your papers [or have a friend do so.] * Do not plagiarize. * Do not delay in moving forward on this paper. 

 (60 points total)

GRADING
The following scale will be used (rounded to the nearest 0.5%).  Depending on class performance, the calculation of letter grades may be made using the highest score as the base:

A = 93% and up

A- = 90% - 92%

B+ = 87% - 89%

B = 82% - 86%

B- = 79% - 81%

C+ = 76% - 78%

C = 71% - 75%

C- = 69% - 70%

D+ = 64% - 68%

D = 62% - 63%

D- = 60%- 61%

F = below 60%

READING and REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS SCHEDULE (This is not a class presentation schedule):
Day 1– Chapter 1 and 2 (Bk1) and  pages 1-14,  (Bk2)

Day 2 – Chapter 3 (Bk1)

Day 3-- Chapters 4,(Bk 1) 

Day 4 -- Chapter 5 (Bk 1),

Day 5 -- Chapter 1 and Readings  (Bk2).  EXAM 1
Day 6-- Chapter 6 (Bk 1) 

Day 7 -- Chapter 7 

Day 8 – Chapter 8 (Bk 1) 

Day 9 – Chapter 2 and readings (Bk2)
Day 10 – Chapter 9, 10 (Bk 1) EXAM 2
Day 11 -- Chapter 3 and readings (Bk2)

Day 12 – Chapters 11 and 12(Bk 1) 

Day 13– Chapter 4 and readings (Bk2) Research Paper Due
Day 14 – Chapter 13 (Bk 1), pages 180 to 220 (Bk 2)

Day 15 – Chapters 14 (Bk1), pages 226-258 (Bk 2) EXAM 3
Day 16 – Chapter 15 and 16(Bk 1) 

Day 17 – Chapter 17 (Bk 1).

Day 18 – Chapter 18 (Bk 1) pages 220 - 225 (Bk2)  

Day 19 – Epilogue

Day 20 --Exam 4 (This exam is conceptual and comprehensive).  

IMPORTANT  NOTES
1.
Honesty in all academic work is expected.  Any student who, for individual assignments, is found to have submitted work done by others, or who engages in or contributes to cheating or plagiarism will receive no marks for such work and may be subject to further disciplinary measures by the college.

2.
Cooperation. Students are encouraged to collaborate and make the class a cooperative rather than a competitive experience.  One way of doing this is to study in groups.  This course is NOT graded on the curve.  Therefore, helping someone to improve their understanding of the material will have no negative effect upon your grade.  On the contrary, you may improve your score by helping other class members to do well.  However, students are encouraged NOT to give other students class notes when they habitually miss class.   When students miss class on a regular basis, to catch up on other courses or to participate in other activities, this is regarded as poor work ethic and is taken as a sign of a weak student both ethically and academically.  Assignments are individual work and plagiarism will be thoroughly investigated.

3.
Disability concerns.  U.S. law as well as the policy of the University provide that reasonable steps be taken to accommodate students who have a disability that may impede academic functioning.  If you are disabled in some way and need to be accommodated, please speak to me immediately, or call the Student Success Center (471-6205). This syllabus is available in alternative print formats.  Please ask Dr. Bailey.

4. 
The professor reserves the right to change the outline if necessary for the understanding of students in the class.

Human Development Questions

Using specific details from both Books 1 and 2, discuss the role of temperament and culture on child rearing practices.

Please trace the development of the brain from conception to age 3 and relate brain development to the physical, cognitive and social emotional capabilities of the individual.  Be sure to include how all capabilities interact with each other. 

Explain the capabilities of the fetuses and describe one method that has been used to document these capabilities.

Using examples please show how genetics and environment affect prenatal development.

Multiple births has increased significantly in the last decade in the U.S.  Discuss several possible reasons for this statistic.  Base your answer on the chapter material.

Describe two complications of child birth and the risks that these complications pose for newborns.

Briefly explain several ways that the health and survival of newborns may be enhanced.

Summarize trends in infant mortality, and explain why African American infants are less likely to survive than white infants.  Discuss risk factors, causes, and prevention of sudden infant death syndrome.

Describe the changes in sleep patterns after the first few months of life.  Discuss the role of culture in influencing sleep patterns and arrangements.

Discuss the effects of parental employment on infants and toddlers.

Discuss the relationship between brain function and physical skills, including handedness.

List and describe three cognitive advances and three immature qualitites of cognition in early childhood.

Explain how language improves in early childhood and summarize the effects of delayed language development.

What do you think accounts for the rising prevalence of obesity in preschoolers?  What suggestions can you make for preventing it?

Compare two forms of discipline commonly used by parents and describe how discipline and parenting style affects the development of children.

Describe and evaluate Baumrind’s model of parenting style.

Discuss two ways that relationships at home may influence preschoolers’ relationships with peers.

Summarize improvements in language skills during middle childhood.

Discuss the impact of socioeconomic status on school achievement.

Summarize the characteristics of resilient children.

How does a child’s understanding of other people change during the school years and what difference does this make for the child?

What characteristics distinguish the society of children from the larger adult society?

What accounts for the better working memory of school-age children compared to that of younger children?

How does cognitive ability and experience interact in determining achievement skills and what implications does it have for school curricula?

Please discuss the findings concerning the effects of marital status (to be divorced,divorced and single) on the adjustment of children.

Summarize the common forms of aggressive behavior in middle childhood, and discuss the influences that contribute to aggressive behaviors specifically.

What are some implications of attaining sexual maturity years before the customary age of marriage and attaining physical maturity years before attaining independence from parents?

Distinguish the two paths of identity development described by Elkind, and explain how he links risky behavior with the patchwork self.

Discuss theories and research regarding origins of sexual orientation.

Is adolescent rebellion a myth? Please discuss.

Please compare and contrast friendship in middle childhood and adolescence.

Please discuss the role of sexual interest and romance in weight concerns of adolescent girls.

What are some differences between adolescents and younger students in terms of thinking and behavior?  How do we explain these differences?  

Why does it seem that feelings override reason in early adolescence?

What are some variables that affect development of formal operations?

What is the mechanism for the onset of puberty?

Questions for chapter 13 Bk1, and chapter 5 Bk2.

Compare and contrast Kohlberg’s ideas of moral development with Fowler’s ideas about the development of faith.

Discuss the similarities and differences between Sinnot’s ideas of Postformal Thought and Sternberg’s ideas of Insight and Know-How.

Compare and contrast the body experience of adolescent and adult women in the cultural, developmental and familial context.

Please evaluate the concept of emotional intelligence.

Please explain the relationship between the substantive complexity of work and a person’s cognitive complexity.

In what ways does college change thinking?

Questions for chapter 14:

Evaluate the various models of personality and discuss the developmental perspective with regards to adulthood .

Argue for an against the concept that love is a cultural concept and whether there are developmental aspects to love.

What are the factors behind the choice of cohabitation.

Please compare and contrast marriage and cohabitation.

What are the factors in marital success or failure.

Discuss the effects of having children on adult development.

Discuss the role of the dual-earner lifestyle on the satisfaction and stability of marriage.

Why have divorce rates risen, and how do adults adjust to divorce, remarriage and stepparenthood?
 Study Questions for Chapter 15

1. 
Discuss the various views on defining middle adulthood. 

2. 
Please outline the physical changes in middle adulthood. 

3. 
Discuss the differences in male and female development in middle adulthood.  

4. 
What are the distinguishing factors in cognitive functioning during middle adulthood?

5. 
Discuss the “use or lose it” phenomenon as it pertains to cognitive development, giving examples from the research.  

EDPC520 - Life Span Chapter 16 Review:

Compare and contrast the positions of Jung and Erickson with regards to psychological development in middle adulthood.

Please explain the processes used by Whitbourne to explain how adults change their identity in relation to their experiences.  Discuss her idea of identity style and how one judges the adequacy of ones identity style.

Discuss the variables that confound the results of studies about midlife issues and show how these variables have influenced our knowledge of the midlife crisis.

Using other research studies (than Gutman’s) please evaluate Gutman’s crossover idea.

Discuss the results of studies which investigated marital satisfaction.

Outline the relationships that are prevalent in the middle adult years.
Questions for Chapter 17 and 18:

Explain the difference between chronological age and functional age and between primary aging and secondary aging.

What are some of the variables that explain women’s longer life as compared to men?

Describe and evaluate genetic-programming and variable-rate theories of aging.

Compare normal behavior of old age to symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease.

Discuss the findings of the Seattle Longitudinal Study of Adult Intelligence.

“Failing memory is often considered a sign of aging.” Discuss the accuracy of this belief with reference to the research.

What are the essential characteristics of wisdom?

Describe the cognitive-appraisal model of coping and explain what is known about coping in old age.

Please explain the various theories of aging well.

What do we know about plasticity of the aging brain?
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