A History of Splits in the Clements Taxonomy
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The following changes have been made to the Clements taxonomy since the publication of the Fourth Edition. 


Splits in the 2002 taxonomy update are shown at the bottom.





These represent only splits. Since the "split from" English name can also change in the process of the split, consult the Latin name if you do not recognize the name of the original species. The sequence may not be exactly as in your list, so search carefully.





New Species		Split from:





Heard Island Shag	Phalacrocorax nivalis	Imperial Shag	P. atriceps


Crozet Shag	Phalacrocorax melanogenis	Imperial Shag	P. atriceps


Macquarie Shag	Phalacrocorax purpurascens	Imperial Shag	P. atriceps


Andaman Teal	Anas albogularis	Sunda Teal	A. gibberifrons


Campbell Islands Teal	Anas nesiotis	Brown Teal	A. chlorotis


Variable Goshawk	Accipiter hiogaster	Gray Goshawk	A. novaehollandiae


Chilean Hawk	Accipiter chilensis	Bicolored Hawk	A. bicolor


Tanibar Scrubfowl	Megapodius tanimberinsis	Orange-footed Scrubfowl	M. reinwardt


Forsten's Scrubfowl	Megapodius forstenii	Dusky Scrubfowl	M. freycinet


Green Pheasant	Phasianus versicolor	Ring-necked Pheasant	P. colchicus


Junin Rail	Laterallus tuerosi	Black Rail	L. jamaicensis


Talaud Bush-hen	Amaurornis magnirostris	White-breasted Waterhen	A. phoenicurus


Chatham Oystercatcher	Haematopus chathamensis	Variable Oystercatcher	H. unicolor


Long-billed Murrelet	Brachyramphus perdix	Marbled Murrelet	B. marmoratus


Forest Dove	Columba simplex	Lemon Dove	Columba larvata


Pacific Dove	Zenaida meloda	White-winged Dove	Z. asiatica


Tuxtla Quail-Dove	Geotrygon carrikeri	Purplish-backed Quail-Dove	G. lawrencii


Crimson Shining-Parrot	Prosopeia splendens	Red Shining-Parrot	P. tabuensis


Adelaide Rosella	Platycercus adelaidae	Crimson Rosella	P. elegans


Chatham Islands Parakeet	Cyanoramphus forbesi	Yellow-fronted Parakeet	C. auriceps


Malherbe's Parakeet	Cyanoramphus malherbi	Yellow-fronted Parakeet	C. auriceps


Sula Hanging-Parrot	Loriculus sclateri	Moluccan Hanging-Parrot	L. amabilis


Cliff Parakeet	Myiopsitta luchsi	Monk Parrot	M. monachus


Kawall's Parrot	Amazona kawalli	Mealy Parrot	A. farinosa


Philippine Hawk-Cuckoo	Cuculus pectoralis	Hodgson's Hawk-Cuckoo	C. fugax


Horsfield's Cuckoo	Cuculus horsfieldi	Oriental Cuckoo	C. saturatus


Philippine Drongo-Cuckoo	Surniculus velutinus	Asian Drongo-Cuckoo	S. lugubris


Sumatran Ground-Cuckoo	Carpococcyx viridis	Bornean Ground-Cuckoo	C. radiatus


Southern White-faced Owl	Ptilopsis granti	Northern White-faced Owl	P. leucotis


Northern White-faced Owl	Ptilopsis leucotis	White-faced Scops-Owl	Otus leucotis


Colombian Screech-Owl	Otus colombianus	Rufescent Screech-Owl	O. ingens


Long-tufted Screech-Owl	Otus sanctaecatarinae	Variable Screech-Owl	O. atricapillus


Hoy's Screech-Owl	Otus hoyi	Variable Screech-Owl	O. atricapillus


Magellanic Horned Owl	Bubo magellanicus	Great Horned Owl	B. virginianus


Grayish Eagle-Owl	Bubo cinerascens	Spotted Eagle-Owl	B. africanus


Chaco Owl	Strix chacoensis	Rufous-legged Owl	S. rufipes


Christmas Island Hawk-Owl	Ninox natalis	Moluccan Hawk-Owl	N. squamipila


Spangled Owlet-Nightjar	Aegotheles tatei	Feline Owlet-Nightjar	A. insignis


Rufous-bellied Nighthawk	Lurocalis rufiventris	Short-tailed Nighthawk	L. semitorquatus


Choco Poorwill	Nyctiphrynus rosenbergi	Ocellated Poorwill	N. ocellatus


Hispaniolan Nightjar	Caprimulgus ekmani	Greater Antillean Nightjar	C. cubanensis


Abyssinian Nightjar	Caprimulgus poliocephalus	Montane Nightjar	C. ruwenzorii


White-fronted Swift	Cypseloides storeri	Black Swift	C. niger


Western Long-tailed Hermit	Phaethornis longirostris	Eastern Long-tailed Hermit	P. superciliosus


Streak-throated Hermit	Phaethornis rupurumii	Dusky-throated Hermit	P. squalidus


Black-throated Hermit	Phaethornis atrimentalis	Little Hermit	P. longuemareus


Stripe-throated Hermit	Phaethornis striigularis	Little Hermit	P. longuemareus


Veraguan Mango	Anthracothorax veraguensis	Green-breasted Mango	A. prevostii


Golden-crowned Emerald	Chlorostilbon auriceps	Blue-tailed Emerald	C. mellisugus


Cozumel Emerald	Chlorostilbon forficatus	Blue-tailed Emerald	C. mellisugus


Chiribiquete Emerald	Chlorostilbon olivaresi	Blue-tailed Emerald	C. mellisugus


Mexican Woodnymph	Thalurania ridgwayi	Violet-crowned Woodnymph	T. colombica


Green-crowned Woodnymph	Thalurania fannyi	Violet-crowned Woodnymph	T. colombica


Black-billed Streamertail	Trochilus scitulus	Red-billed Streamertail	T. polytmus


Rondonia Emerald	Agyrtria rondoniae	Versicolored Emerald	A. versicolor


Loja Hummingbird	Amazilia alticola	Amazilia Hummingbird	A. amaziliathroated Mountain-gem	Lampornis calolaema	White-throated Mountain-gem	L. castaneoventris


Gray-tailed Mountain Gem	Lampornis cinereicauda	White-throated Mountain-gem	L. castaneoventris


Green-headed Hillstar	Oreotrochilus stolzmanni	Andean Hillstar	O. estella


White-sided Hillstar	Oreotrochilus leucopleurus	Andean Hillstar	O. estella


Gould's Inca	Coeligena inca	Collared Inca	C. torquata


Golden Starfrontlet	Coeligena eos	Golden-bellied Starfrontlet	C. bonapartei


Coppery-naped Puffleg	Eriocnemis sapphiropygia	Sapphire-vented Puffleg	E. luciani


Buff-thighed Puffleg	Haplophaedia assimilis	Greenish Puffleg	H. aureliae


Venezuelan Sylph	Aglaiocercus berlepschi	Long-tailed Sylph	A. kingi


Madagascar Hoopoe	Upupa marginata	Hoopoe	U. epops


Brown Hornbill	Anorrhinus austeni	Rusty-cheeked Hornbill	A. tickelli


White-chested Tinkerbird	Pogoniulus makawai	Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird	P. bilineatus


Tawny Piculet	Picumnus fulvescens	Ochraceous Piculat	P. limae


Gilded Flicker	Colaptes chrysoides	Northern Flicker	C. auratus


Levaillant's Woodpecker	Picus vaillantii	Green Woodpecker	P. viridis


Visayan Broadbill	Eurylaimus samarensis	Wattled Broadbill	E. steerii


Uniform Woodcreeper	Hylexetastes uniformis	Red-billed Woodcreeper	H. perrotii


Northern Barred-Woodcreeper	Dendrocolaptes sanctithoma	Amazonian Barred-Woodcreeper	D. certhia


Cocoa Woodcreeper	Xiphorhynchus susurrans	Buff-throated Woodcreeper	X. guttatus


Montane Woodcreeper	Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger	Spot-crowned Woodcreeper	L. affinis


Dark-winged Canastero	Asthenes arequipae	Creamy-breasted Canastero	A. dorbignyi


Pacific Tuftedcheek	Pseudocolaptes johnsoni	Streaked Tuftedcheek	P. boissonneautii


Pacific Streaked-Antwren	Myrmotherula pacifica	Guianan Streaked-Antwren	M. surinamensis


Amazonian Streaked-Antwren	Myrmotherula multostriata	Guianan Streaked-Antwren	M. surinamensis


Alagoas Antwren	Myrmotherula snowi	Unicolored Antwren	M. unicolor


Willis's Antbird	Cercomacra laeta	Dusky Antbird	C. tyrannina


Parker's Antbird	Cercomacra parkeri	Dusky Antbird	C. tyrannina


Such's Antthrush	Chamaeza meruloides	Brazilian Antthrush	C. ruficauda


Tepui Manakin	Lepidothrix suavissima	White-fronted Manakin	L. serena


Amazonian Scrub-Flycatcher	Sublegatus obscurior	Southern Scrub-Flycatcher	S. modestus


Cinnamon-faced Tyrannulet	Phylloscartes parkeri	Rufous-lored Tyrannulat	P. flaviventris


Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher	Myiobius sulphureipygius	Whiskered Flycatcher	M. barbatus


Yellow-rumped Flycatcher	Myiobius mastacalis	Whiskered Flycatcher	M. barbatus


Jamaican Pewee	Contopus pallidus	Cuban Pewee	C. caribaeus


Hispaniolan Pewee	Contopus hispaniolensis	Cuban Pewee	C. caribaeus


Inland Thornbill	Acanthiza apicalis	Brown Thornbill	A. pusilla


Biak Gerygone	Gerygone hypoxantha	Large-billed Gerygone	G. magnirostris


Ashy Myzomela	Myzomela cineracea	Red-throated Myzomela	M. eques


Black-eared Miner	Manorina melanotis	Yellow-throated Miner	A. flavigula


Sangihe Shrike-Thrush	Colluricincla sanghirensis	Rufous Shrike-Thrush	C. megarhyncha


Pale-blue Monarch	Hypothymis puella	Black-naped Monarch	H. azurea


Bates's Paradise-Flycatcher	Terpsiphone batesi	African Paradise-Flycatcher	T. viridis


Florida Scrub-Jay	Aphelocoma coerulescens	Scrub Jay	A. californica


Island Scrub-Jay	Aphelocoma insularis	Scrub Jay	A. californica


Yellow-breasted Magpie	Cissa hypoleuca	Green Magpie	C. chinensis


Bornean Treepie	Dendrocitta cinerascens	Sumatran Treepie	D. occipitalis


Plumbeous Vireo	Vireo plumbeus	Solitary Vireo	V. solitarius


Cassin's Vireo	Vireo cassinii	Solitary Vireo	V. solitarius


Gray-eyed Greenlet	Hylophilus amaurocephalus	Rufous-crowned Greenlet	H. poecilotis


Southern Gray Shrike	Lanius meridionalis	Northern Shrike	L. excubitor


Horsfield's Thrush	Zoothera horsfieldi	Scaly Thrush	Z. dauma


Bicknell's Thrush	Catharus bicknelli	Gray-cheeked Thrush	C. minimus


Vizcaino Thrasher	Toxostoma arenicola	LeConte's Thrasher	T. lecontei


Gray Trembler	Cinclocerthia gutturalis	Brown Trembler	C. ruficauda


Neumann's Starling	Onychognathus neumanni	Narrow-tailed Starling	O. lugubris


Long-tailed Myna	Mino kreffti	Yellow-faced Myna	M. dumontii


Southern Hill Myna	Gracula indica	Common Hill Myna	G. religiosa


Enggano Myna	Gracula enganensis	Common Hill Myna	G. religiosa


Nias Myna	Gracula robusta	Common Hill Myna	G. religiosa


Pale-bellied Myna	Acridotheres cinereus	Javan Myna	A. javanicus


Furtive Flycatcher	Ficedula disposita	Russet-tailed Flycatcher	F. crypta


African Stonechat	Saxicola axillaris	Stonechat	S. torquata


Nava's Wren	Hylorchilus navai	Slender-billed Wren	H. sumichrasti


Cobb's Wren	Troglodytes cobbi	House Wren	T. aedon


Maranon Gnatcatcher	Polioptila maranonica	Tropical Gnatcatcher	P. plumbea


Tumbes Swallow	Tachycineta stolzmanni	Mangrove Swallow	T. albilinea


Galapagos Martin	Progne modesta	Southern Martin	P. elegans


Peruvian Martin	Progne murphyi	Southern Martin	P. elegans


Eastern Mountain-Greenbul	Andropadus nigriceps	Western Mountain-Greenbul	A. tephrolaemus


Pale-crowned Cisticola	Cisticola cinnamomeus	Pectoral-patch Cisticola	C. brunnescens


Bangwa Scrub-Warbler	Bradypterus bangwaensis	Cameroon Scrub-Warbler	B. lopezi


Sykes's Warbler	Hippolais rama	Booted Warbler	H. caligata


Usambara Hyliota	Hyliota usambarae	Southern Hyliota	H. australis


Small Whitethroat	Sylvia minula	Lesser Whitethroat	S. curruca


Hume's Whitethroat	Sylvia althaea	Lesser Whitethroat	S. curruca


Ludlow's Fulvetta	Alcippe ludlowi	Streak-throated Fulvetta	A. cinereiceps


Black-headed Sibia	Heterophasia desgodinsi	Black-backed Sibia	H. melanoleuca


Caspian Tit	Poecile hyrcanus	Sombre Tit	P. lugubris


Songar Tit	Poecile songarus	Willow Tit	P. montanus


Carp's Tit	Melaniparus carpi	Southern Black-Tit	M. niger


Oak Titmouse	Baeolophus inornatus	Plain Titmouse	Parus inornatus


Juniper Titmouse	Baeolophus griseus	Plain Titmouse	Parus inornatus


Black-headed Penduline-Tit	Remiz macronyx	Eurasian Penduline-Tit	R. pendulinus


Chestnut-eared Finch	Taeniopygia castanotis	Zebra Finch	T. guttata


Western Olive-Sunbird	Cyanomitra obscura	Eastern Olive-Sunbird	C. olivacea


Western Crimson Sunbird	Aethopyga vigorsii	Crimson Sunbird	A. siparaja


Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch	Leucosticte tephrocotis	Asian Rosy-Finch	L. arctoa


Black Rosy-Finch	Leucosticte atrata	Asian Rosy-Finch	L. arctoa


Brown-capped Rosy-Finch	Leucosticte australis	Asian Rosy-Finch	L. arctoa


Godlewski's Bunting	Emberiza godlewskii	Rock Bunting	E. cia


Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow	Ammodramus nelsoni	Seaside Sparrow	A. maritimus


Spotted Towhee	Pipilo maculatus	Eastern Towhee	P. erythrophthalmus


Half-collared Sparrow	Arremon semitorqutus	Pectoral Sparrow	A. taciturnus


Western Chat-Tanager	Calyptophilus tertius	Eastern Chat-Tanager	C. frugivorus


Cherrie's Tanager	Ramphocelus costaricensis	Flame-rumped Tanager	R. flammigerus


Puerto Rican Stripe-headed Tanager	Spindalis portoricensis	Northern Stripe-headed Tanager	S. zena


Hispaniolan Stripe-headed Tanager	Spindalis dominicensis	Northern Stripe-headed Tanager	S. zena


Jamaican Stripe-headed Tanager	Spindalis nigricephala	Northern Stripe-headed Tanager	S. zena


Caqueta Seedeater	Sporophila murallae	Plumbeous Seedeater	S. plumbea


Lesser Antillean Saltator	Saltator albicollis	Streaked Saltator	S. striatipectus


Bullock's Oriole	Icterus bullockii	Northern Oriole	I. galbula


Red-shouldered Blackbird	Agelaius assimilis	Red-winged Blackbird	A. phoeniceus


Black-backed Oriole	Icterus abeillei	Bullock's Oriole	I. Bullockii





2001 Update





Balearic Shearwater	Puffinus mauretanicus	Mediterranean Shearwater	P. yelkouan


Levantine Shearwater	Puffinus yelkouan	Mediterranean Shearwater	P. yelkouan


Caatinga Cacholote	Pseudoseisura cristata	Rufous Cacholote	P. cristata


Gray-crested Cacholote	Pseudoseisura unirufa	Rufous Cacholote	P. cristata


Peruvian Chat-Tyrant	Ochthoeca spodionata	Crowned ChatTyrant	Silvicultrix frontalis


Maroon-chested Chat-Tyrant	Ochthoeca thoracica	Crowned ChatTyrant	Silvicultrix frontalis


Canary Islands Chiffchaff	Phylloscopus canariensis	Common Chiffchaff	P. collybita


Iberian Chiffchaff	Phylloscopus brehmii	Common Chiffchaff	P. collybita


Western Bonelli’s Warbler	Phylloscopus bonelli	Bonelli’s Warbler	P. bonelli


Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler	Phylloscopus orientalis	Bonelli’s Warbler	P. bonelli


Yellow-browed Warbler	Phylloscopus inornatus	Inornate Warbler	P. inornatus		


Hume’s Warbler	Phylloscopus humei	Inornate Warbler	P. inornatus


Crested Caracara	Caracara cheriway	Crested Caracara	C. cheriway


Southern Caracara	Caracara plancus	Crested Caracara	C. cheriway


Greater Sage-Grouse	Centrocercus urophasianus	Sage Grouse	C. urophasianus


Gunnison Sage-Grouse	Centrocercus minimus	Sage Grouse	C. urophasianus


Arizona Woodpecker	Picoides arizonae	Strickland’s Woodpecker	P. stricklandi


Black-billed Magpie	Pica hudsonia	Black-billed Magpie	P. pica


Eurasian Magpie	Pica pica	Black-billed Magpie	P. pica


Adelaide Warbler	Dendroica adelaidae	Adelaide’s Warbler	Dendroica adelaidae


Barbuda Warbler	Dendroica subita	Adelaide’s Warbler	Dendroica adelaidae


St. Lucia Warbler	Dendroica delicata	Adelaide’s Warbler	Dendroica adelaidae


Black-cowled Oriole	Icterus prosthemelas	Black-cowled Oriole	I. domenicensis


Greater Antillean Oriole	Icterus domenicensis	Black-cowled Oriole	I. domenicensis


Sangihi White-eye	Zosterops nehrkorni	Black-crowned White-eye	Z. atrifrons


Seram White-eye	Zosterops stalkeri	Black-crowned White-eye	Z. atrifrons


Eurasian Teal	Anas crecca	Green-winged Teal	A. crecca


Green-winged Teal	Anas carolinensis	Green-winged Teal	A. crecca


Gilded Barbet	Capito auratus	Black-spotted Barbet	C. niger


White-breasted Spinetail	Cranioleuca vulpecula	Rusty-backed Spinetail	C. vulpina


Lesser Redpoll	Carduelis cabaret	Common Redpoll	C. flammea





2002 Update





Araripe Manakin	Antilophia bokermanni	Helmeted Manakin	A. 


Chapada Flycatcher	Suiriri islerorum	Suiriri Flycatcher	S. suiriri


Amazonian Tyrannulet	Inezia subflava	Pale-tipped Tyrannulet	I. caudate


Vanuatu Petrel	Pterodroma occulta	(new species)	


New Caledonian Parakeet	Cyanoramphus saissetti	Red-fronted Parakeet	C. novaezelandiae


Norfolk Island Parakeet	Cyanoramphus cookii	Red-fronted Parakeet	C. novaezelandiae


Chestnut-capped Piha	Lipaugus weberi	(new species)


Mishana Tryannulet	Zimmerius villarejoi	(new species)


Campo Suiriri	Suiriri affinis	Suiriri Flycatcher	S. suiriri


Chaco Suiriri	Suiriri suiriri	Suiriri Flycatcher	S. suiriri


Lulu’s Tody-Tyrant	Poecilotriccus luluae	(new species)


Atlas Flycatcher	Ficedula speculigera	European Pied Flycatcher	F. hypoleuca


Chestnut-eared Laughingthrush	Garrulax konkakinhensis	(new species)


Black-lored Babbler	Turdoides sharpie	Black-lored Babbler	T. melanops


Black-faced Babbler	Turdoides melanops	Black-lored Babbler (change)	T. melanops


Hartlaub’s Babbler	Turdoides hartlaubii	White-rumped Babbler	T. leucopygius


Braun’s Bushshrike	Laniarius brauni	Luehder’s Bushshrike	L. luehderi


Gabela Bushshrike	Laniarius amboimensis	Luehder’s Bushshrike	L. luehderi


Luehder’s Bushshrike	Laniarius luehderi	Luehder’s Bushshrike	L. luehderi


Mountain Sooty Boubou	Laniarius poensis	Fuelleborn’s Boubou	L. fuelleborni


Rufous-bellied Helmetshrike	Prionops rufiventris	Chestnut-bellied Helmetshrike	P. caniceops


Velvet-mantled Drongo	Dicrurus modestus	Fork-tailed Drongo	D. adsimilis


Somali Crow	Corvus edithae	Brown-necked Raven	C. ruficollis


Slender-billed Vulture	Gyps tenuirostris	Long-billed Vulture	G. indicus


Indian Vulture	Gyps indicus	Long-billed Vulture	G. indicus


Bukidnon Woodcock	Scolopax bukidnonensis	(new species)


Tumbes Swift	Chaetura ocypetes	Short-tailed Swift	C. brachyuran


Northern Royal-Flycatcher	Onychorhynchus mexicanus	Royal Flycatcher	O. coronatus


Amazonian Royal-Flycatcher	Onychorhynchus coronatus	Royal Flycatcher	O. coronatus


Pacific Royal-Flycatcher	O. occidentalis	Royal Flycatcher	O. coronatus


Mekong Wagtail	Motacilla samveasnae	(new species)


Western Olivaceous Warbler	Hippolais opaca	Olivaceous Warbler	H. pallida


Eastern Olivaceous Warbler	Hippolais pallida	Olivaceous Warbler	H. pallida


Margelanic Whitethroat	Sylvia margelanica	Small Whitethroat	S. minula


Asian Desert Warbler	Sylvia nana	Desert Warbler	S. nana


African Desert Warbler	Sylvia deserti	Desert Warbler	S. nana


Western Orphean Warbler	Sylvia hortensis	Orphean Warbler	S. hortensis


Eastern Orphean Warbler	Sylvia crassirostris	Orphean Warbler	S. hortensis


Marmora’s Warbler	Sylvia sarda	Marmora’s Warbler	S. sarda


Balearic Warbler	Sylvia balearica	Marmora’s Warbler	S. sarda


Citril Finch	Serinus citronella	Citril Finch	S. citronella


Corsican Finch	Serinus Corsicana	Citril Finch	S. citronella
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