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Introducing Doug Taylor & A New Class 

Doug Taylor is a graduate of Andrews Academy and is currently 

a Professor of graphic design at Andrews University. Professor Tay-

lor started his career at a small design firm Called Ripple Effect in 

Battle Creek MI, soon progressing to level of intern to head de-

signer. He later becames a senior designer at Shawk!, the ad 

agency that designs packaging & advertising for Kelloggs Corp. 

He was then recruited to be the Creative Director for CorePHP. 

Professor Taylor has taught at Andrews University for the last 5 

years and is excited to return to Andrews Academy and share his 

love for all things creative with the current generation of stu-

dents. 
 

A new class that is being offered this semester “Exploring Graphic 

Design & Branding”, is being taught by Professor Taylor.  This excit-

ing hands-on class will explore the many facets of graphic design 

and branding. Students will learn the basics of using professional 

design programs like Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDe- sign 

and they’ll get the opportunity to take their creative ideas from 

concept to completion! Students will learn what it takes to be an 

outside-the-box thinker, and how to make creative ideas come 

to life! 

We are blessed to be part of the Uni-

versity Campus and are so pleased 

that professor Taylor will be teaching 

this class.   Please pray for him and 

the class as they develop their crea-

tive talents and that they will use 

these talents to serve Jesus through-

out their life. 



 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat: Students in new course build boats 

A unique class has been added to Andrews 

Academy this year: Nautical Arts. The class is 

taught by Mr. VanDenburgh and gives students 

the option of earning both English and Applied 

arts credit. Brought to life by Mr. VanDenburgh, 

the class combines the two things he enjoys most: 

teaching and sailing. 

 

Students in Nautical Arts will be building four 

11’2’’ Shellback Dinghy sailboats over the course 

of the semester. After the boats are completed, the class plans to auction the boats 

and donate the profits to a local charity. 

 

Construction of the dinghy begins with the ladder frame, a 

skeleton of sorts over which the hull is built. Dimensions for 

the ladder frame and the station molds are taken from the 

plans, which include full-size patterns for the three transverse 

plywood molds and the transom that define the hull’s 

shape. We used the plans to create our own pat-

terns, deciding that it was safer to have a copy in case of 

damage. In the photo below, Jacob carefully transfers the 

full-size pattern to our own pattern material. 

 

Please go to the Sanjo site for a complete article about this class.  

For more details, please go 

to their blog.  
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http://thesanjo.org/2016/01/20/row-row-row-your-boat-students-in-new-course-build-boats/
https://nauticalarts.wordpress.com


Recently seventy students enjoyed Andrews 

Academy's annual spiritual retreat, "Winter 

Bible Camp," at Camp Au Sable (Jan. 21 - 

24, 2016).  The design for the weekend was 

to have each student involved in leading 

out in some aspect of the program so that 

each would be blessed and grow through 

the activities.  The spiritual life committee, 

consisting of organizational pastors, had a 

skit prepared for each of the meetings.  

 

Many students (and sponsors) came back 

to AA changed.... having a deeper relationship with Jesus and with each other.   We 

thank the team of teachers that planned this weekend. 

 

If you were not able to attend Winter Bible Camp this year make sure you plan on at-

tending next year.   It’s an awesome experience to participate in. 

 

Please go to facebook for many more pictures from 

Winter Bible Camp 
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https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1098033680221572.1073742113.174470642577885&type=3


 

FAFSA NIGHT FOR SENIORS 

Many seniors and their parents attended FAFSA 

NIGHT  at Andrews Academy, hosted by An-

drews University. FAFSA may allow seniors to 

qualify for federal financial aid and other free 

money to help attend college. AU representa-

tives assisted families in completing FAFSA ap-

plications. The FAFSA deadline for Michigan res-

idents is March 1 so don’t delay! Please com-

plete these forms and submit them before the 

deadline. 
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A partnership exists between An-

drews Academy and Ruth Murdoch 

Elementary School.   Some eighth 

graders come over to the Academy 

to take AA classes.   Resources are 

shared between the schools.   Mr. 

Gidding’s stopped by the biology 

classroom to pick up an item for his 

experiments at RMES.   While in the 

classroom he offered some encour-

aging words and prayed for the stu-

dents before returning to his class-

room.  Thank you Mr. Giddings for 

stopping by and praying with your 

former students. 

Christian Education—AA’s & RMES’s Partnership 



PSAT Test Results Returned 

This was the first year that Andrews Acad-

emy required all freshmen, sophomores, 

and juniors take the PSAT test.   By taking 

these tests beginning in the freshmen year 

students will learn better techniques for 

taking these tests.   These tests and other 

standardized tests can translate into tens 

of thousands and even over a hundred 

thousand dollars of scholarship.  Mrs. Lei-

terman returned the students test results 

and provided a link to do further practice 

testing, or to get an app that provides a question a day to help prepare for the 

tests.   She was impressed with the scores the students received in each of the grade 

levels.   Study hard and do even better in future tests. 
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Academy Council Meeting 

Andrews Academy has a small governing 

board that helps operate the school.   The 

school also has an academy council that 

meets periodically during the school 

year.   This larger council is made up of 

pastors, parents, board members, com-

munity members, and AU members.  The 

chair of this council is Dr. Luxton, AU’s 

Provost.   This meeting was held Thursday 

evening in which the principal shared the 

principals report (update of the Acade-

my), new board members were nominated to serve on the board, and Mrs. Leiter-

man shared her vision for the school.  We thank the many members of the council 

for your time and dedication. 

 



 

International Week of Chapels 

Our theme of chapels this week has been on international 

diversity that we enjoy and appreciate at Andrews Acade-

my.  Mr. Baxter began the international week of assemblies 

by talking about our World Church. It if one of the most di-

verse churches in the world. He encouraged us to step out 

of our ‘cultural zones’ and befriend those that do 

not come from the same background as yourself. He 

shared a story of when he went to Mexico as a high-school 

senior. When he was asked to speak on behalf of all those 

who came down with him, he responded with thanking the 

people who extended their hospitality to him and then 

asked them what could he to do help them. He reminded 

us that wherever we go we need to think of how we can 

help the people there.  He share examples of how this has 

been so effective.   He concluded with some stories 

from AA’s SOW mission trip to India, encouraging students 

to participate in next school year’s SOW mission project. 

 

Nicole Harvey, a former high

-school teacher and mother 

of one of the students here, 

presented chapel Tuesday 

morning. Near the beginning 

of her presentation she had 

a group of students come to 

the front of the chapel wear-

ing their international 

flag.  She said that Andrews 

Academy in a way looks like 

what Heaven will look like.   The diversity we en-

joy here at AA is a taste of what Heaven will be 

like.  She is amazed at how brilliant God is to 

make us all different yet we can all be one in 

Him.  If you only hang out with your own cul-

ture  then you are missing out. Be inclusive and 

not exclusive.   She then had the students return 

to the stage to help illustrate how Heaven will be 

a good place, full of many different cultures and 

races. She ended by telling us to step out and grow in God and in friends.  
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Chapel 

On Wednesday, Dr. Chris Arthur quoted 

Galatians 3:28, which says that all rac-

es, all classes, and all people are equal 

in the eyes of God. He told us a story of 

a child named Greg who was bullied. 

Greg’s mother had died when he was 

young so he had self-worth issues. He 

listened to the voices that had a nega-

tive impact on his life. Every day, we 

too have the chance to listen to either 

the negative or positive voices. Dr. Ar-

thur told us that no matter what race 

we may be we all can listen to the 

good voices and reflect God in our lives.  

 

 

 

On Thursday, Adrian M. shared some cultural 

items from the Philippines.   She shared details 

of a traditional martial art of the country.   To 

do well you need:  1.  good de-

fense,  2.  good offense, and to 3.  expect the 

unexpected.  She compared these strategies 

to Joshua, in Joshua 10:8 and his battles.   He 

followed these strategies by holding closely to 

God and having faith in Him.   Likewise for our 

spiritual battles - have a strong faith. 
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SPRING – LIFETOUCH PICTURES 

If you are interested in having a spring school picture taken please go see Ms. Es-

ther by February 3rd. 

 

SAT TEST PREP  

Instructor:  Dr. Scott Carlin, Ph.D. 

Dates:  Sundays Feb. 14, 21, & 28 (three session course) 

Time:  2:00-4:30 EST 

Location:  LMC Bertrand Crossing Campus (Niles, MI)  

Cost:  $199 

Register: @  http://www.drcarlinstestprep.com/sat---lmc-bertrand---feb-2016.html 

 

Students should bring pencils, a notebook, a folder, a calculator, and a copy of 

Official SAT Study Guide, 2016 Edition ($12-16 on Amazon). 
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