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may be required to complete minimal reading or participation
requirements to be part of the class.

Classes Taken in Other Schools. With the exception of students
in Religious Education, students registered in the Seminary who
plan to take courses in another school on campus must first obtain
permission from the Seminary dean or appropriate program
director, as well as the dean of the school where the course will

be taken. Religion Education students will follow course plans
arranged in consultation with their advisors. MDiv students are
charged regular tuition for courses taken outside the Seminary.

Informal Auditing. Students with a full-time load and a GPA of
3.00 or above may sit in on a Seminary class without registration
or a tuition charge on a space-available basis. The appropriate
form must be completed. Certain courses are not available for
auditing on any basis. For audited courses to be recorded on the
transcript, see the university policy on p. 28.

Independent Study Courses. Normally, only on-campus
students with a GPA of 3.00 or above may register for
independent study courses. Because the faculty are not obliged
to guide students for Independent Studies, students must

first obtain their concurrence. Independent study courses are
advanced studies in a particular field and should be taken only
after completing basic courses. At registration, students need to
submit a copy of the Independent Study Contract Form with the
course number from the department and a brief subject added
to the course title to appear on the transcript. Requirements

for independent study are determined by the guiding faculty
member and may include readings, research, writing, and other
learning experiences. A maximum of 8 credits may be approved
for Independent Study in a degree program, and Independent
Study courses normally are graded satisfactory or unsatisfactory.
Additional guidelines are found on the contract form.

Directed Reading. Courses designated Directed Reading are
for doctoral students. Students must arrange individually with
a professor to take courses on this basis. These courses may be
graded S/U.

Grade Changes. Grade changes are permitted only in case of
computational error and must be made no later than the semester
following the one in which the course was taken. A form must be
completed by the teacher and signed by the dean before being
taken to the Academic Records Office.

Worship Attendance. Regular and punctual attendance is
required at seminary worships and assemblies for faculty, staff
and students in residence, except students registered for 7 credits
or fewer, and faculty who have assignments off-campus or are

on an approved research term. Student requests to be excused
from this requirement should be addressed to the deans' office in
writing. Regular worship attendance is a graduation requirement
for students in residence. For further details, please refer to the
"Seminary Worship Attendance Policy" under Student Life at the
Seminary website, www.andrews.edu/sem.

Final Exams. The times and dates for final examinations are
set by the University and the Seminary at the beginning of
every term. Students are expected to adhere to those dates

and to integrate them into their planning calendar. The only
exceptions to the prescribed dates are illness or dire emergency.
Such exceptions must be approved in writing by the Seminary

Associate Dean's office. Personal plans, family events, church
activities, and the like do not qualify for a change of date.

Residency Requirements. Residency requirements for seminary
programs appear in the respective program descriptions.

Time Limits on Degrees. For time limits applying to seminary
degree programs, see the respective program descriptions below.
Students who violate the respective time limits must petition

the dean for an extension of time, giving reasons for the request
and submitting plans for completion of the work. Petitions may
be granted by the dean and may require additional qualifying or
other examinations, additional course work, or both.

Transfer Credit. For limits on credits that may be transferred
into the respective seminary programs, see each program
description below.

PROGRAMS

The Master of Divinity degree program provides basic post-
graduate professional preparation for ministry with a broad
exposure to all fields of theological study. The program

applies biblical, historical, educational, linguistic, theological,
philosophical, ethical, missiological, pastoral, and evangelistic
instruction to the practical work of the church. Practical field
experience is a vital part of this program.

The Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry degree program offers
professional training to mature pastors experienced in ministry.
Normally such persons are unable to leave their parish and
come to the Seminary campus for extended periods of time. The
Seminary provides the major part of this professional training at
off-campus centers in North America and various international
sites.

The Master of Arts in Youth and Young Adult Ministry degree is
a professional program designed to equip men and women with
competencies for effective ministry to youth and young adults in
local church and para-church settings. The program is focused
on discipling, teaching, counseling and evangelizing youth and
young adults.

The Master of Arts in Religion provides an opportunity for
one year of specialized study beyond the baccalaureate degree.
It is offered with these orientations: (1) the research orientation
designed for students who plan further graduate work, and
(2) the general academic orientation giving students a strong
background in a specific area of religious studies.

The Master of Arts in Religious Education is an academic
degree designed to equip pastor-teachers for the discipling and
teaching ministry of the church, whether the discipling and
teaching occur in the church or in the Christian school.

The Doctor of Ministry is a professional, post-MDiv degree
for individuals qualified to pursue advanced study. This degree
provides experienced pastors with additional expertise in the
areas of Pastoral Ministry, Mission Studies, and Evangelism and
Church Growth.

The Doctor of Philosophy in Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern
Archaeology is an advanced academic degree that prepares
teacher-scholars in the fields of Biblical Archaeology and Ancient
Near Eastern Archaeology and Anthropology for church-operated
colleges, seminaries and universities around the world.

The Doctor of Philosophy in Religion, based on the Master of
Arts in Religion, prepares teacher-scholars in the fields of New
Testament Studies, Old Testament Studies, Theological Studies,
Adventist Studies, and Mission and Ministry Studies for colleges



and seminaries operated by the Seventh-day Adventist Church
around the world.

The PhD in Religious Education prepares men and women to
be scholars, teachers and researchers in specialized teaching
and discipling ministries of the church or the Christian college or
university.

The Doctor of Theology degree, based on the Master of Divinity
degree, trains teacher-scholars in the fields of biblical studies
and theology for service in the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Completion of a seminary program does not guarantee
employment.
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The Master of Divinity program is recommended as the basic
training for Adventist ministry by the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists and the North American Division. It is
a three-year professional program beginning in the summer
or autumn semester of each year. Students can complete the
92-credit program in seven semesters with summers free.
However, the Seminary schedule is so arranged that MDiv
students who have no deficiencies and who have adequate
financial support may accelerate their studies by taking seven
semesters in sequence, including summers, and complete the
program in less than three years.

Conceptual Framework
The theological presuppositions which govern the Master of
Divinity program are as follows:

Knowing, Being and Doing represent the three domains of
learning that characterize any academic pursuit. Consequently,
they are not confined to any one course; rather, they form
constitutive parts of all courses taught in the MDiv program.

Knowing
Knowing refers to the cognitive aspect of the program that
provides the theoretical basis of the discipline. Because Christian
ministry is an outworking of God’s revelation, knowing also refers
to the endeavor to build theoretical training on a solid scriptural
foundation.
e “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the holy is understanding.” Proverbs 9:10
¢ “In a knowledge of God all true knowledge and real
development have their source.” Education, p. 14

Being
Being refers to the experiential aspect of the program that helps
students develop the character of a gospel minister. But because
the formation of Christ-like character is possible only through
the grace of Christ, being also refers to the transformation taking
place outside the classroom through a personal relationship
with the risen Lord. Included in this transformation is the
development of qualities such as values, attitudes and spiritual
maturity befitting a Seventh-day Adventist minister.

e “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus...”

Philippians 2:5
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e “Godliness, godlikeness is the goal to be reached.”
Education, p. 18.

Doing
Doing refers to the practical aspect of the program that equips
students with skills that facilitate application of their theoretical
knowledge to real-life situations. But doing is more than simply
application of knowledge. It is also an important source of
feedback that enables students to correct and adjust their
knowledge so that they can most effectively serve the church and
the wider world under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
¢ “As my Father has sent me, even so send I you.” John 20:21
e “[True education] prepares for the joy of service in this
world and the higher joy of wider service in the world to
come.” Education, p. 13.

Integration of knowledge and experience is key to intellectual
and spiritual growth. Therefore, only when carefully integrated,
with God as the center, can Knowing, Being and Doing lead to the
proper development of a student into a Christian minister. Such
integration requires a vigilant and intentional effort on the part of
teachers and students alike.

Mission

In harmony with the mission and core values of the Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary, the Master of Divinity degree
equips spiritually committed men and women with biblical,
theological, and ministerial knowledge and skills to prepare them
for Christlike servant leadership.

Vision

The MDiv program:

o Assists students in their development of a Bible-grounded,
Christ-centered, Spirit-led approach to scholarly inquiry and
ministerial practice in a contemporary context.

o Utilizes faculty and ministry professionals whose servant
leadership demonstrates excellence, integrity of character, and
a commitment to the centrality of Scripture, the mission and
teachings of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, and service to
God's world.

e Promotes Seventh-day Adventist identity and unity as
pedagogical and scholarly goals.

e Embraces the notion of a multicultural community as the
legitimate and normative context for learning, worship, and
service.

e Produces graduates whose lives reflect balance and
demonstrate growth in the competencies required for
transformational ministry.

Profile of the Master of Divinity Graduate
Committed to glorifying God, the student graduating with a
Master of Divinity from the Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary demonstrates competencies as a

e Maturing Christian

e Perceptive student of the Bible

e Developing theologian

¢ Inspiring biblical preacher and worship leader

¢ Discipling pastor

e Persuasive evangelist and apologist

¢ Transforming leader

¢ Prophetic change agent





