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strategies in diverse cultural, non-formal settings, with
consideration given to literacy issues in the developing world.

RLEDS850

Theological Foundations of Christian Teaching
Theistic assumptions and biblical models that identify the goals
of Christian education and undergird a theology of Christian
teaching applicable to discipling and teaching ministries.

(2-3)

RLEDS870

Advanced Studies:

Individual or group studies in a specific area of Religious
Education designed to meet program competencies. Repeatable.
By permission of advisor and teacher.

(1-4)

RLEDS78 (0)
Advanced Professional Development

Represents student initiatives for developing sustainable habits
of scholarship and includes such things as attendance at
colloquia, special-event lectures, and professional conferences;
presentation of scholarly papers; and teaching experiences. DG
will be given until experiences are documented in the portfolio.
Graded S/U.

RLEDS880O (0)
PhD: Religious Education Program Continuation

Helps off-campus doctoral students maintain active status and
allows access to the James White Library electronic resources.
Continuation fee.

RLEDSS85 (1-5)
Field Practicum:

Supervised religious education experience for the advanced
student's chosen area of specialty such as family life, children's
ministry, youth ministry, academy or college teaching, editorial
work, etc. Permission of advisor and practicum supervisor required.
Graded S/U.

RLEDS887 (1-3)
Applied Research

A planned research experience dealing with a research question
in the area of religious education. The student identifies a faculty
member or members with whom to engage in collaborative
research study leading to joint publication. Project to support
competency for dissertation research.

RLEDSS8S8 (0)
Dissertation Continuation
Reduced tuition rate applies.

RLED930 3)
Seminar:

Group study in specified areas of Religious Education. Repeatable.
Permission of advisor and instructor required.

RLED950 3)
Synthesis in Religious Education

A capstone course in which students synthesize their learning
experiences by examining the structure of the discipline,
discussing its major issues, and reviewing its basic literature.
Students make portfolio presentations to demonstrate program
competencies. Preferably taken in the last semester of course
work.

RLED995

Doctoral Dissertation
To be repeated to 14 credits. Doctoral candidates may not register
for a cumulative total of more than 4 dissertation credits until
they have successfully completed EDRM880 or GSEM854, and
their dissertation proposal has been approved.

(1-14)

PHD: BIBLICAL AND ANCIENT
NEAR EASTERN ARCHAEOLOGY

The primary purpose of advanced academic studies leading to the
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern
Archaeology is to provide teacher-scholars for church-operated
colleges, seminaries and universities around the world.

Areas of Specialization

When students apply to the PhD program in Biblical and Ancient
Near Eastern Archaeology they may select one of two areas

of emphasis: Biblical Archaeology or Ancient Near Eastern
Archaeology and Anthropology. Each emphasis has areas of
specialized study as listed below:

Biblical Archaeology

¢ Biblical History and Archaeology
e ANE Archaeology

e ANE Languages

e Fieldwork, Method and Theory

Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology and Anthropology

e Anthropology of Ancient Peoples, Ethnography and
Ethno-archaeology

e ANE Languages

e ANE History and Archaeology

¢ Fieldwork, Method and Theory

Each area of study is to be supplemented with one of the cognate

areas listed below.

e Old Testament

® New Testament

e Church History

¢ Theology and Christian Philosophy

e World Mission

¢ Biblical Archaeology (if the major emphasis is Ancient Near
Eastern Archaeology and Anthropology)

¢ Anthropology (if the major emphasis is Biblical Archaeology)

e Ancient Near Eastern Languages

Admission Requirements

All applicants must meet the general admission requirements

listed in the Graduate Programs Admission section of this

bulletin, p. 42. Admission to the PhD in Biblical and Near Eastern

Archaeology program is granted to applicants who

e Hold an MA (or its equivalent) from an accredited institution
in an appropriate field (ancient Near Eastern history and/or
archaeology, biblical history, anthropology).

¢ Show high promise of future usefulness to church and/or
society.
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¢ Read proficiently required ancient and/or modern languages as
noted in the Language Requirements below.

¢ Demonstrate the ability to handle doctoral-level work in English.

e Complete and return the Sixteen Personality Factor
Questionnaire as directed.

e Have 16 prerequisite credits in the chosen area of
concentration.

e Have a graduate course in Research Methods (e.g. GSEM620
Research Methods)

Admission to Advanced Standing. Advanced standing for the
PhD in Biblical and Near Eastern Archaeology program may

be granted for students who have post-MA or post-MDiv work
in an approved institution if the work is appropriate to the
program, carries grades of B or above, and was taken within six
years of each student’s first enrollment in the program. Credits
earned towards the MA and MDiv degrees are not considered
for advanced standing. The director of the program determines
the appropriateness and relevance of the work considered for
advanced standing and authorizes such standing. The minimum
residence requirement cannot be reduced.

Time to Apply. Students who desire to enter the program in the
fall semester (the normal entry point) must submit all application
materials to the Office of Graduate Admissions, usually by
January 15. Some students may be allowed to enter the program
in the summer, in which case the application materials must be at
the Office of Graduate Admissions by November 30. The number
of students who may enter the program in any given year is
limited. Rarely is one accepted who applies late. Students whose
applications are late may request consideration for admission in
the following year.

Items to Submit. In addition to submitting the items required of

all graduate students (see pp. 337-340), applicants to the program

must also submit

e A 600-word personal statement including their philosophical
perspective and the relationship of their values to their
responsibilities as a teacher-scholar and leader; an indication
of what they hope to accomplish professionally in the future,
and a topic for the dissertation if one has already been
selected.

¢ A significant research paper (term paper or thesis). This paper
should show the applicant's ability to carry out research and to
present the results and conclusions of such work with correct
English and acceptable style. The topic of this paper should
coincide with the area of concentration.

Core Language Requirements. Applicants must demonstrate
proficiency in specified ancient and modern foreign languages
either by passing language proficiency examinations or by taking
specified graduate-level language courses and earning a grade of
B or above. The foreign language requirements are listed below.

e Biblical Archaeology. Biblical Hebrew at the Intermediate
Level, French, German (other languages such as modern
Hebrew and modern Arabic may be substituted for French and/
or German), if these are shown to be important for research
purposes.

¢ Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology and Anthropology. Biblical
Hebrew at the Intermediate Level, French, German (other
languages such as modern Hebrew and modern Arabic or
computer data base skills) may be substituted for French and/
or German, if these are shown to be important for research
purposes.

Upon approval by the program committee, the Director may
approve a different modern language in place of either French
or German and may require additional ancient languages as
required by the area of emphasis students choose.

Schedule of Meeting Language Proficiency Requirements. All
language prerequisites should be completed before entrance. If
that is not possible, students may be required to take a reduced
load in order to meet these prerequisites.

Language prerequisites should be met by the end of the third
consecutive semester (including summer). Students who fail to
meet this schedule cannot take any further regular courses until
all the language prerequisites are met.

Because of the amount of study and the length of time usually
required in developing prerequisite-level skill in languages,
the program committee may require applicants to clear all the
language prerequisites prior to admission.

Residence and Course Requirements

In order to fulfill the requirements for the PhD degree, students

must

e Complete 64 credits; at least 48 credits of formal course work
in lecture, seminars, directed-study and reading courses, and
16 credits for the dissertation:

Area of Concentration 33
Area of Cognate 9
Required Courses 6

GSEMS854 Dissertation Proposal Seminar (3),
GSEMB860 Teaching Religion in College (3)

Dissertation 16
GSEM995 Dissertation (1-12)
(Students with recognized teaching experience at the
college/graduate level may substitute a course in either the
emphasis or cognate area for GSEM860.)

e Take all course work at the Seminary on the 600-, 800-, and
900-levels; some non-seminary graduate courses may be
approved by the student's doctoral committee in consultation
with the director of the program.

e Take a minimum of 24 credits on the 800- and 900-levels.

o Take at least two semesters of formal full-time study
consecutively and in residence, registering each semester for
no fewer than 8 credits. At least 33 credits (of the minimum 48)
must be taken in residence (residence includes field work if
taken from Andrews University).

¢ Attend doctoral colloquia, worships and assemblies.

e Achieve grades of B (3.00) or better and/or S. Only such grades
are counted toward the degree requirements. No more than
15 credits in courses with an S grade may be applied to the
program requirements. If students fall below this minimum
GPA, they are placed on probation and can regain regular
standing only after having again reached the B (3.00) level.
The matriculation of students with grades below B may be
terminated after review by the program committee. Students
who accumulate more than three grades of C or below (2.00 or
below) are not allowed to continue in the doctoral program.

Full Course Load. The full-time load for regular course work is 8

to 12 credits per semester. Sponsored students are expected to take
a full load of 12 credits per semester. On-campus students who are
registered for GSEM880, GSEM888 (non-credit courses) are counted
as full-time students. Students who register for GSEM995 are also
counted as full-time students if the work is done on campus and
they register for 16 credits in a maximum of six semesters.
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Time Limits. Students are required to finish all regular course
work and take the comprehensive exams within five years of the
initial registration in the program, and to complete all degree
requirements within ten years of initial registration. Also,
students must complete the dissertation including a formal
defense and subsequent revisions in five years or less from the
time the comprehensive examinations are passed. The two five-
year time limits apply independently, so that shortening one does
not lengthen the other.

Dissertation Advisory Committee

e By the time that students register for GSEM854 Dissertation
Proposal Seminar, they, in consultation with the program
director, should select a tentative dissertation topic and
a dissertation advisory committee. The program director
appoints as the chair of each student dissertation advisory
committee, a faculty member in agreement with the tentative
topic. During the same semester, students and their committee
chairs should select two additional faculty members to
complete the student dissertation advisory committee, so
that, where possible, all three members may contribute to the
development of the dissertation proposal. All three members
of each student dissertation advisory committee must approve
the proposal before it is presented to the program committee.

e At least six weeks before the time of the dissertation defense,
the program director, in consultation with the dean of the
Seminary, appoints two additional members to the dissertation
committee. One of these persons, the external examiner, is
normally a scholar from another graduate institution.

Comprehensive Examinations

Students are required to pass four comprehensive examinations
within a four-week period designated by the program committee.
Three of these examinations are set in the principal area of study
and one in the cognate area. At least two of these examinations
must be in the regular written format, each lasting between four
and six hours, up to two of the four examinations may be given in
the oral and/or take-home formats.

The course requirements of 48 credits must be completed
before students can take comprehensive examinations.

The comprehensive examinations determine students’
proficiencies in the major area of emphasis and in the cognate
area of study, familiarity with pertinent literature, and skills in
criticism and analysis.

Students’ applications to take the comprehensive examinations
are also an application for advancement to candidacy, which is
granted subject to passing all comprehensive examinations.

Dissertation Proposal

While taking the course GSEM854 Dissertation Proposal Seminar,
under the guidance of the course instructor and the chair of

the dissertation advisory committee, students begin to work

on the dissertation proposal. During the following semesters,

but normally not later than the last semester of course work,
students should submit a final proposal that is approved by the
dissertation advisory committee and prepared for submission

to the program committee. The program committee grants final
approval for the dissertation topic.

Dissertation

The dissertation prepared by the PhD candidate must

e Make an original contribution to scholarship,

¢ Demonstrate the candidate's competence to do independent
research,

e Reveal the candidate's familiarity with and proficiency in
handling the pertinent literature, and

e Present a logically organized, methodologically sound, and
readable account of the investigation, findings, conclusions
and implications of the study.

The chair of each student dissertation advisory committee
guides students in the research in consultation with other
members of the committee. As a rule, a calendar year or more is
needed for dissertation preparation.

The dissertation is normally written in SBL style and is
typically between 250 and 300 pages in length.

Once the dissertation is completed and approved by each
student dissertation advisory committee, a date is set for an oral
defense.

Consult the doctoral student handbook for more details
regarding the various steps to be taken by students during this
program.

PHD: RELIGION

Rudi Maier, Director

The primary purpose of advanced academic studies leading to the
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD): Religion is to provide teacher-scholars
for church-operated colleges, seminaries, and universities around
the world. For more detailed guidelines and scheduling see the
PhD in Religion Handbook. A copy may be accessed online at:
www.andrews.edu/sem/Articles/PhD/PhD-Handbook.pdf.

Areas of Specialization
When students apply to the PhD program in religion, they select
one of the five areas of study listed below.

Adventist Studies

e Development of Adventist lifestyle
e Development of Adventist theology
¢ General Adventist history

Mission and Ministry Studies

¢ Analysis of the biblical, theological, and theoretical basis for
mission

¢ Evangelization of unreached people groups and urban
population clusters

e Leadership development for effective church growth, ministry,
and evangelistic strategies

e Study of world religions and secularism as a missionary
challenge

New Testament Studies

e Development of the Christian community in the first and
second centuries

e History and praxis of New Testament exegesis and theology

¢ Intertestamental and New Testament backgrounds, both Jewish
and Graeco-Roman





