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Charles Elliott Weniger, 1896–1964 

Seminary dean, English professor, 
gifted public speaker. Charles Elliott 
Weniger influenced a generation of 
ministers through his classes in homi-
letics at the Seventh-day Adventist 
Seminary in the 1950s. He modeled the 
charismatic public speaking that he 
expected of students and encouraged 
them to explore the worlds of literature, 
drama, and music to enrich their lives 
and their sermons. His students reme-
bered him for his modeling of excel-
lence and his kindness, the two proving 
to be an inspiring combination. 

Born October 22, 1896 to Charles 
and Ida Elliott Weniger, he grew up in Vallejo, California. He was 
president of his 1918 graduating class at Pacific Union College where he 
later became the chairman of the English Department. The University of 
Southern California was where he earned both masters and doctoral 
degrees in rhetoric. The same year that he earned his Ph.D. he was 
invited to serve as Dean of the SDA Theological Seminary—then in 
Washington, D.C. When the Seminary was moved to Berrien Springs, 
Michigan he was named vice-president for graduate studies and dean of 
the School of Graduate Studies. 

In 1961, he was on his way to a seminary extension program in 
Beirut, Lebanon when he fell and injured his back. It was the beginning 
of several health challenges. But the pain he experienced did not change 
his sunny disposition. He was positive and optimistic even when under 
mental and physical pressure. Three short years later he died in Loma 
Linda, California leaving Eunice Clark, his wife of 44 years. 

The ethos of the man, however, lived on in his students who 
remembered his thoughtfulness, kindness, and unexpected care for 
individuals. He held himself to high standards in speech, bearing, dress, 
and inspired the same in everyone he mentored. 
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Charles Elliott Weniger Society for Excellence 

Forty-seventh Annual Awards Presentation 
February 19, 2022, 4:30 PM 

Welcome Richard Osborn 

Awards and Laureate Responses: 
Lyndon Johnston Taylor Daniel G. Matthews 
Gilbert M. Valentine Lawrence T. Geraty 
David R. Williams  Bonnie L. Dwyer 
Gerald R. Winslow Donna L. Carlson  
Kendra Haloviak Valentine Richard and Trevan Osborn 

Clinton Emmerson Annual Address Kendra Haloviak Valentine 
The Irony of Orthodoxy 

Fellows Presentation Daniel G. Matthews 
 Video Acceptances           
 Appreciation for Award Christopher Findley 

Southwestern Adventist University 2021 Awardee 

Gifts to the Society William J. Emmerson 

Weniger Music Maurice Ravel: Tzigane Lyndon Taylor 
Accompanist Elvin Rodriquez 

Memorial Tributes Bernard A. Taylor 

Blessing and Benediction Bernard A. Taylor 

Reception Honoring the Memory of 
William A. Loveless, 2000 Laureate 

                                                  Catering: Donna Cline and Carol Jones 

Executive Committee: 
Richard Osborn, President 
Members: Donna L. Carlson, Bonnie L. Dwyer,  
William J. Emmerson, Lawrence T. Geraty, Betsy Matthews, 
Daniel G. Matthews, Randall L. Roberts, Bernard A. Taylor

Lyndon Johnston Taylor

 Violinist Lyndon Johnston Taylor comes 
from a family of musical excellence. While 
his parents performed as duo pianists, he and 
his siblings concertized as the Taylor String 
Quartet, appearing extensively throughout the 
United States and abroad, including perform-
ances at over 50 colleges and universities, and 
on national radio and TV in Great Britain, 
Sweden, and Norway. While in secondary school, Taylor received 
training from America’s top string quartets.  
 Taylor earned a Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry and 
obtained graduate training in medicine and cell biology in prepar-
ation for a career in medical research. But after two years in an 
MD-PhD program, he recognized his passion for music and 
obtained a teaching position at the University of Redlands. He 
completed the Master of Music degree from California State 
University Northridge and the Doctor of Musical Arts Degree at 
the Juilliard School under the direction of Dorothy DeLay, where 
he received the Fritz Kreisler Scholarship. Taylor has been the 
recipient of numerous honors and awards, among them the 
Coleman Chamber Music Award, the Civic Orchestra of Chicago 
Soloist Auditions, the Joseph Fischoff National Chamber Music 
Competition, the Lipizer International Competition (Italy), and the 
2000 Adventist Alumni Achievement Award for the Arts. Dr. 
Taylor has taught at University of Redlands, Andrews University, 
La Sierra University, and the USC Thornton School of Music. He 
is currently the Benjamin H. Culley Teaching Artist in Residence 
at Occidental College. 
 Taylor’s orchestral career began as concertmaster of both the 
Redlands and Riverside symphony orchestras. He was also a 
member of the Concerto Soloists of Philadelphia. From 2007–
2011, Taylor served as Assistant Concertmaster for the New 
Zealand Symphony. He is now Principal Second Violin of the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic. 



Gilbert M. Valentine

 Transforming lives. That’s a high 
compliment for an excellent teacher, but what 
about for an author and historian? With his six 
books and 80 some articles, particularly about 
Adventist pioneers John Nevins Andrews, 
W.W. Prescott, Ellen G. White, and the Presi-
dents (of the General Conference), Valentine 
has transformed these icons of Adventism into real people, 
describing them in their relationships with each other. His latest 
book is a probing analysis of Adventism’s intellectual struggles of 
the mid-twentieth century. 
 Valentine has also transformed lives during his career as a 
pastor, a missionary, an administrator, and professor.  Born in 
Wanganui, New Zealand, he completed high school at Longburn 
Adventist College and a BA in Theology at Avondale College in 
Australia. After a decade in evangelism, youth ministry, and work 
as a college dean he furthered his education at Andrews Univer-
sity, first with an MA in Religion, followed by a Ph.D. in 1982, 
mentored by noted historian George Knight. 
 Returning to Australia, Valentine served as a senior church 
pastor in Sydney, then as president of the Adventist Seminary and 
College in Farooqabad, Pakistan. Next, he went to England as the 
Chaplain-Pastor at the Newbold College Church. In 1994, he was 
called back to Australia to be vice president for academic admin-
istration at Avondale College. The Southeast Asia Union in 
Singapore requested his assistance in the establishment of Asia-
Pacific International University in Thailand, the result of success-
fully merging three existing educational institutions. 
 The fatal illness of his gifted wife Gail took the couple back to 
Australia in 2007 for medical care, where he served as an associate 
education secretary for the Division. In 2010, after marrying 
Kendra Haloviak, Valentine moved to California and took a leader-
ship role in the School of Education at La Sierra University, 
retiring in 2017. However, he continues to write and transform 
Adventism with his insightful examination of history. 

Kendra Haloviak Valentine

 With a passion for Scripture, plus a gift for 
preaching and teaching, Kendra Haloviak 
Valentine attracts crowds—to her classes at the 
H.M.S. Richards Divinity School at La Sierra 
University, and to churches and auditoriums 
where she preaches and lectures.  Some have 
called her the finest preacher of her generation.  
 She earned her first degree in Theology and 
English at Columbia Union College, followed by a master’s in 
New Testament from Andrews University Theological Seminary. 
Her first pastoral appointments were in Berrien Springs, Michigan, 
and Kettering, Ohio. Then, in 1995, when she moved to Takoma 
Park, Maryland, the congregation at Sligo Church recognized her 
pastoral calling and ordained her along with two other women—a 
first for the Seventh-day Adventist denomination. In 2002, she 
completed her doctorate in New Testament and Ethics at the 
Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley with a study on the 
ethical implications of the Apocalypse. That year she also began 
teaching at La Sierra University. 
 Among her notable publications on Revelation are: “The Book 
of Revelation” in The Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics; Worlds 
at War, Nations in Song: Dialogic Imagination and Moral Vision 
in the Hymns of the Book of Revelation, and “Cleopatra and the 
Interpretation of Revelation 17.” She has presented scores of 
seminars on the Apocalypse for both clergy and lay audiences.  
 She has also written creatively about the Gospels: Signs to Life: 
Reading and Responding to John’s Gospel; and “Liberating 
Legion: An Ecocritical postcolonial reading of Mark 5:1–20” in 
Ecotheology and Nonhuman Ethics in Society. She is a regular 
presenter at scholarly conferences and has been published in the 
Adventist Review, Ministry, Evangelical Quarterly, and more than 
twenty times in Spectrum.  
 In 2009, she met Gilbert Valentine while guest lecturing at 
Avondale College. They were married in 2010. 



David R. Williams

For his 2016 TED Talk “How Racism 
Makes Us Sick,” David R. Williams developed 
a scale to measure the impact of discrimination 
on well-being, going beyond traditional 
measures like income and education to reveal 
how factors like implicit bias, residential 
segregation, and negative stereotypes create 
and sustain inequality. The talk has been viewed 1.7 million times 
and translated into 21 languages. It is just one of the reasons that 
he is an internationally recognized authority on social influences 
on health. 
 Dr. Williams is the Florence and Laura Norman Professor of 
Public Health and Chair, Department of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. He is 
also a Professor of African and African American Studies at Har-
vard University. Previously, he served 6 years on the faculty of 
Yale University and 14 years at the University of Michigan. 
 A product of Christian education, he attended SDA schools in St 
Lucia as a child. After graduating from the University of the 
Southern Caribbean in Trinidad, he earned an MDiv from Andrews 
University and an MPH in Health Education from Loma Linda 
University. He received a PhD in sociology from the University of 
Michigan. 
 The author of more than 500 scientific papers, his research has 
enhanced our understanding of the ways in which race, socio-
economic status, stress, racism, health behavior, and religious 
involvement can affect health.  
 He was the second Adventist elected to the National Academy 
of Medicine (in 2001) and the first Adventist ever elected to the 
National Academy of Sciences (in 2019). He has been ranked as 
the Most Cited Black Scholar in the Social Sciences worldwide, 
and as one of the World’s Most Influential Scientific Minds. 
 Dr. Williams has worked for the SDA church as a high school 
teacher, student literature evangelist, and public health educator. 
He currently serves on the board of trustees of Oakwood 
University and Loma Linda University. 

Gerald R. Winslow

Bioethicist Gerald Winslow finds the 
intersection of ethical principles and health 
policy fascinating, and it is where he has made 
major contributions to the community at large, 
the Adventist health care system and the 
Seventh-day Adventist denomination.  
Beginning in 1989 when he was chosen to 
serve on the Christian View of Human Life Committee at the 
General Conference, he has played a major role in the policy and 
statements of the denomination on health issues such as care for 
the dying and abortion. He is the founding director of the Institute 
for Health Policy at Loma Linda University and was instrumental 
in the formation of the Bioethics Consortium within the five 
Adventist health systems. He also led the Center for Christian 
Bioethics at LLU. The policy work has been in addition to 50 years 
of teaching at Adventist universities and colleges. 
 He received his undergraduate education at Walla Walla Uni-
versity and his Master’s degree at Andrews University. He earned 
his doctorate from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley. 
He has also been a visiting scholar at Cambridge University, 
University of Virginia, and the University of Tübingen. He has 
specialized in teaching and writing about ethics, especially bio-
medical ethics. His books include Triage and Justice published by 
the University of California Press and Facing Limits (edited with 
James Walters) from Westview Press. His articles have appeared in 
academic journals such as the Western Journal of Medicine, the 
Journal of Pediatrics, the Hastings Center Report, the Journal of 
Medicine and Philosophy, and General Dentistry. He has lectured 
at universities and for professional groups throughout North 
America and in Australia, Europe, Russia, Africa, and Asia. He is a 
member of the California Technology Assessment Forum, a public 
forum for the evaluation of new health care technologies.



The Weniger Fellows 
Student Scholarship Fund 

The Weniger Fellows Student Scholarship Fund is established to 

apprise undergraduate students attending accredited North 

American Seventh-day Adventist colleges and universities of the 

historical Weniger legacy, and to challenge them to emulate these 

qualities of excellence in all aspects of their lives. 

Commencing with the 2013-2014 academic year, the annual 

honors award has been granted jointly by the Weniger Society and 

the institution to one undergraduate student who has met the 

requirements. 

Recipients of the scholarship will have demonstrated excellence in 

all of the following areas: 

Spirituality 

Academics 

Civic service 

Leadership 

Student Scholarship Recipients, 2022 

Adventist University of Health Sciences, Kendra Carter

Andrews University, V. Valerie Akinyi

Burman University, Bryna Figursky

Kettering Health, Lindsey Daniel

La Sierra University, Christian Botello

Loma Linda University, Heather Jones

Oakwood University, Moselle Destour

Pacific Union College, Samuel Luque

Southern Adventist University, Shannelle Bennett

Southwestern Adventist University, Urangerel Uuganbayar

Union College, Salissa Tonkin

Walla Walla University, Mitchell Powers

Washington Adventist University, Erin Greenlaw

Weniger Student Fellows receive a $1,500 scholarship with $750 
provided by the Weniger Society matched by $750 from the 
institution. Weniger Laureates do not receive a monetary gift. Most 
of the funds raised go toward the student scholarships. If you 
would like to help the Society continue this program, send your 
charitable gift to:

Charles E. Weniger Society 

25612 Barton Road, #205 

Loma Linda, CA 92354-3110



Weniger Medallion Recipients

2021 Edwin Krick 

Edna Maye Loveless 

Helen Pearson 

Michael Pearson 

2020 Reinder Bruinsma 

Richard H. Hart 

Andrea T. Luxton 

A. Ganoune Diop 

2019 Rebekah Wang Cheng

T. Grace Emori-Elder 

Harvey A. Elder 

Charles W. Scriven 

2018 B. Lyn Behrens Basaraba 

Douglas R. Clark 

Ella Smith Simmons 

T. Richard Rice 

2017 Brian S. Bull 

Alvin L. Kwiram 

Verla R. Kwiram 

Sigve K. Tonstad 

2016 Roy Branson 

Robert E. Lemon 

Sandra E. Roberts 

2015 Bert B. Beach 

 Bert B Haloviak 

 William G. Johnsson 

2014 [Medallions originally awarded the year after selection] 

2013 William Emmerson 

Elissa Kido 

Arthur N. Patrick 

2012 Bonnie Dwyer 

 V. Bailey Gillespie 

 Shelton E Kilby, III 

2011 Herbert Blomstedt 

Alcyon Fleck 

Howard V. Gimbel 

Oliver Jacques 

2010 Niels-Erik Andreasen 

George T. Harding  

Loree Sutton 

Bernard A. Taylor  

2009 Barry Black 

 George Knight 

Richard Osborn  

2008 Charles V. Bell 

Charles E. Bradford 

Fritz Guy 

2007 Lowell L. Bock 

Wayne Hooper 

Lawrence O. Longo 

Milton Murray 

Vernon P. Nye 

2006 Wilbur Alexander 
Dorothy Minchin-Comm 
Kermit Netteburg 
Louis W. Normington 

2005 Ray Hefferlin 
Robert M. Johnston 
Donnie G. Rigby 
Randall Lee Roberts 

2004 John W. Cassell 
Loren C. Dickinson 
Peter E. Hare 
Alice L. Holst 
A. Vernon Winn 

2003 Leonard L. Bailey 
Shirley N. Pettis-Roberson 
Ariel A. Roth 
Charles R. Taylor



2002 Herbert P. Ford 
Edward Paul Johnston 
Merlene A. Odgen 
Helen T. Zolber 

2001 Clinton and Patricia Giddings Emmerson 

Lawrence Thomas Geraty 

Florence Longway Fisher Howlett 

Helen V. Warren Lee 

Rolland Harold and Florence Nagel  

Sherman Albertus and Edith Louise Nagel 

2000 William Loveless 

MIlton and Murial McHenry 

Jan Paulsen 

1999 Elmer Digneo 

Daniel Matthews 

Louis Venden 

1998 Charles and Elizabeth Anderson 

George Lewis Caviness 

Leon Harold Caviness 

1997 Sakae Kubo 

1996 Donald Malcolm Maxwell 

1995 Hulda Crooks 

Del Delker 

Granville Gene Wilson 

1994 Raymond F. Cottrell 

Donald Vincent Hemphill 

Douglas Carlyle Marchus 

1993 J. Wayne McFarland 

Alice Alberta Neilsen 

Ivan Robert Neilsen 

1992 Paul C. Heubach 

Gordon and Betty Jenson 

Charles Warren Teel, Sr. 

1991 Wilfred J. Airey 

Ronald and Grace Drayson 

Joseph Greenleaf Fallon 

John T. Hamilton 

Richard Hammill 

Narasimiah and Jasmine Jacob 

Axel Clarence Nelson 

1990 Walter Bush Clark 

Maurice and Helen Mathisen 

1989 Walter Raymond Beach 
Helen F. Little 
Leona Glidden Running 
Russell L. Staples 
Ruth Wheeler 
Lois Christian Randolph Woods

1988 Charles Edward Dickerson, III 

William Milton Lee

1987 Harrison Silas Evans 

Frank and Alice Marsh 

Dorothy Nelson Moore 

Else Louise Nelson 

George Bahn Nelson 

William Fredrick Norwood

1986 Arthur Lacy White

1985 Mercedes Habenicht Dyer 

Thomas Sinclair Geraty 

Robson and Isabel Newbold 

Elton and Evelyn Wallace 

Evabelle Rosamond Winning

1984 Julius Lafayette Tucker 

Theodore Carcich 

George Tryon Harding, Jr. 

Ruth Rittenhouse Murdoch

1983 Godfrey Tryggie Anderson 

Harry Anderson 

Walter Everett Macpherson  

Mary Colby Monteith 

Margaret Vollmer Richards



1982 Cecil Warren Becker 

Ted Webster Benedict 

Reinhold Reinhardt Bietz 

Edward Heppenstall 

Arthur Graham Maxwell 

Calvin Bozell Rock 

1981 Francis Alvin Knittel 

David Louis Lin 

Jack Wendell Provonsha 

Denton Edward Rebok 

James Paul Stauffer 

1980 Charles John Nagele 

William A, Fagal 

Hedwig Nagele Jemison 

Richard Burton Lewis 

Neal Clayton Wilson

1979 Kenneth Harvey Emmerson 

Siegfried Herbert Horn 

William Martin Landeen 

1978 Virginia-Gene Rittenhouse 

Miriam Gilbert Tymeson 

Marvin Ross Walter 

Ellsworth Edwin Wareham 

1977 Frank Wilbur Hale, Jr. 

J. Paul Laurence 

John Raymond Wahlen 

1976 Winton Henry Beaven 

Charlotte Joan Coggin 

Raymond Archie Mortensen 

1975 William Gordon Campbell Murdoch 

Jerry Lyle Pettis 

Harold Marshall Sylvester Richards 

Kenneth H. Wood 

1974 Alonzo Lafayette Baker 

Total: 186

The Weniger Society for Excellence

In 1974, ten years after the death of Dr Weniger, three of his 

friends—Clinton Emmerson, John Osborn, and Jerry Pettis—

established the society to honor his memory and the qualities 

of excellence that were paramount in his life. Through its 

award program, the Society seeks to identify and recognize 

the contributions made to the world by people with similar 

significant traits of character. 

The Charles E. Weniger Society for Excellence 

25612 Barton Road, #205 

Loma Linda, CA 92354-3110  


