Response to MDE Critique on Elementary Social Studies Program
Andrews University
(February 9, 2012)
Summary Statement
Our team has discovered that while we were already meeting nearly all of the standards listed below in the corresponding courses, some professors had failed to make that fact clear to the reviewers by incorporating detailed, concrete, specific information in their course syllabi to demonstrate just how those standards were being fulfilled. We believe that this report, along with our revised matrices and syllabi, will satisfy the standards/requirements that were listed as “not met” by the Michigan Department of Education reviewers. 

Standards/Requirements Not Met
Standard 1.2.2: Utilize geographical inquiry and analysis including the ability to use, make, and interpret maps and present and interpret geo-spatial data.
We have added a substantial addendum to the matrix response (Addendum 1.2.2) to show in exhaustive, detailed, concrete terms how this standard is being met in the course GEOG110 Survey of Geography.  The revised syllabus for GEOG110 shows how and when this material is covered in the course during the semester. 

Standard 1.2.8: Explain and describe relationships between the environment and societies in Michigan, the United States, and other regions of the world including how humans have used natural resources, and adapted to different environments in different times and places. 
We have added an extensive addendum to the matrix response (Addendum 1.2.8) to show in detail how this standard is being met in GEOG110 Survey of Geography. The revised syllabus for GEOG110 shows how and when this Michigan material is covered in the class during the semester.

Standard 1.2.9: Explain and describe the relationships between the environment and societies, including how human societies have changed physical systems and can be impacted by them.
Though this material was already being covered in the courses HIST117 Civilizations and Ideas I and HIST118 Civilizations and Ideas II, the instructors for those courses had neglected to document it in their syllabi.  We have now addressed this in the Elementary Social Studies Program matrix (see Standard 1.2.9 section, revised) to demonstrate in specific, concrete terms just how we meet this standard in both HIST117 and HIST118.  In addition, the revised syllabi for HIST117 and HIST118 demonstrate how this material is incorporated into both courses throughout the semester and year. 

Standard 2.1.2: Describe and explain the interrelatedness of major political, economic, and geographic concepts throughout the major eras of world history.
Though this material was already being covered in the courses HIST117 Civilizations and Ideas I and HIST118 Civilizations and Ideas II, the instructors for those courses had neglected to document it in their syllabi. We have now addressed this in the Elementary Social Studies Program matrix (see Standard 2.1.2 section, revised) to demonstrate in specific, concrete terms how we meet this standard in both HIST117 and HIST118.  In addition, the revised syllabi for HIST117 and HIST118 demonstrate how this material is incorporated into both courses throughout the semester and year.

Standard 2.1.5: Analyze major components of the constitutions of the United States and Michigan and the possible impacts on citizens.
After considerable thought (and a fruitless search for college-level materials), we have revised our response to the section for Standard 2.1.5 in the Elementary Social Studies Program matrix, indicating that the instructor will supply printed copies of both the U.S. and Michigan constitutions to the students in PLSC104 American Government, give them a lecture on both constitutions, and require them to read an article by Arthur Spalding on the Michigan constitution. How and when the instructor will cover this material is indicated in the revised syllabus for PLSC104 American Government. 

Standard 2.1.6: Describe and explain the role of civic engagement and rights of citizens in the United States and Michigan.
Following a time-consuming and fruitless search for a college-level textbook that focuses on Michigan history and government, we have revised our response to the section for Standard 2.1.6 in the Elementary Social Studies Program matrix indicating that students in PLSC104 American Government will be required to analyze materials on Michigan government, politics, and various pieces of legislation, copies of which will be given to them in class (see first pages of “Michigan Open Meetings Act and Freedom of Information Act,” “Constitutional Convention: A Sound Idea,” “Michigan Judicial Branch,” “History of Michigan’s Constitutions,” and “The Constitution of the State of Michigan of 1963” as examples).  The syllabus for PLSC104 American Government has been revised to indicate how and when this material will be covered. 

Additional Information Needed/Action to Be Taken
Field Work Component: “There is no social studies field experience required or mentioned in any of the course work.”
After much thought and further research into comparable teacher-education programs, the instructor of the course EDTE447 Elementary Social Studies & Character Education Methods has agreed to incorporate 10 hours of social studies field work into the course (see page 5 of the attached syllabus). In addition to other community service activities and micro-teaching work for other courses, we are confident that this will meet the needs of the program.

Discrepancy in Total Required Credits for Major: “The program form XX says the program is 39 credits, but the reviewers counted the credits and came up with 45. The reviewers request clarification on required courses.”
After carefully investigating this matter with the School of Education’s certification registrar, we have concluded that this discrepancy results from a misunderstanding based on the previous bulletins (which stated 39 credits for the Elementary Social Studies major) and the current updated requirements (to fulfill MDE requirements) for a broader base in personal finance and research techniques.  Consequently, the Department of History and Political Science has added two courses to the requirements for the major: FNCE206 Personal Finance (3 credits) and HIST235 Historical Inquiry (3 credits). Future bulletins will show the Social Studies—Elementary Major as requiring 44 credits (see revised Form XX). 

Conclusion
We are confident that, with the revisions noted above, our Elementary Social Studies Program now meets the standards of the Michigan Department of Education. Thank you for the opportunity to revise our report. 

Dr. Brian Strayer, Professor of History	Kevin Wiley
Coordinator of Response Team		School of Education Accreditation Coordinator
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