VII.A Supporting Documentation: Field Experiences
Candidates for majors and minors in History, Political Science, and Social Studies participate in a variety of field experiences that help them to develop general teaching skills and experience. These field-based assignments include observing and assisting in classrooms and microteaching for courses such as EDTE408 Principles of Teaching and Learning, EDTE 417 Teaching Reading in the Secondary Content Areas, EDTE418 Methods for Teaching Beginning Reading, EDTE228 Strategies for Educating Exceptional and Diverse Learners, and EDTE425 Multi-grade/Multi-age Education, all of which have a field experience component.

There are also courses that help candidates to develop skills and experience specifically relevant to their content areas. HIST459 Special Methods in Teaching History and Social Studies is a practicum that emphasizes methods, materials, and techniques of teaching history in grades 7-12. In this course, candidates get practice in evaluating and using textbooks, preparing effective quizzes and exams, using audio-visual materials for more effective teaching, and creating appropriate lesson plans.  There is a similar course for Elementary Social Studies candidates, EDTE447 Elementary Social Studies and Character Education Methods, in which time is spent in classrooms.  

During the summer intensive that all candidates take before they begin student teaching, EDTE480 First Days of School Experience, candidates spend at least 30 hours in the classroom where they will student teach, working with the classroom teacher to prepare for the beginning of the school year. 

Student teachers in the History, Political Science, and Social Studies programs are assigned to classrooms in their subject area. Where practical, assignments are made to allow the student teacher to practice both his major and his minor. For example, a History major with a minor in English may be placed where he can teach secondary history most of the day along with one secondary English class. On the elementary level, student teachers are placed in a multi-subject classroom that includes their specialty area.  
The student teaching experience enhances candidates’ abilities to teach in their subject area in several ways.  The student teacher works closely with the mentor teacher in that subject area. This enables him/her to observe strategies the mentor teacher uses and to practice using these strategies under the supervision of the mentor teacher, receiving timely feedback on the effectiveness of the teaching.  The student teacher is observed several times during the semester by a university supervisor who is a specialist in the subject area (History, Political Science, or Social Studies).  
