VII.B Supporting Documentation: Instructional Methods

Describe how candidates are prepared to teach in this specific specialty area.  

In addition to general pedagogy courses taught in the School of Education, all History, Political Science, and Secondary Social Studies education candidates are required to take the course HIST 459 Special Methods in Teaching History and Social Studies, a course which prepares them specifically for teaching in this area. (See Course Description and Course Objectives below, taken from HIST459 syllabus.)  

All Elementary Social Studies education candidates are required to take EDTE 447 Elementary Social Studies and Character Education Methods, a course which prepares them well for teaching elementary social studies. (See EDTE447 below for description written by the professor.)
HIST459 Special Methods in Teaching History and Social Studies
Course Description: HIST 459 is a survey of a practicum in methods, materials, and techniques of teaching social studies through the use of textbooks, quizzes, exams, audio-visual materials, and lesson plans which consider didactic, reflective and affective approaches to the disciplines within the social studies. 
Course Objectives: 

1.  To learn more about the goals and philosophies of the social studies.

2.  To identify the fields and disciplines of the social studies.

3.  To learn how to use audio and visual media—bulletin boards, film, TV, and video-- in the classroom for more effective teaching and learning.

4.  To learn how to write didactic, reflective, and affective questions and lesson plans.

5.  To develop skills at evaluating textbook biases and slants.

6.  To become more sensitive to gender, race, and ethnic issues for more balanced classroom presentations.

7.  To develop skills at classroom discussions using both lower-level and higher-level strategies and questions.

8.  To learn how to prepare and evaluate quiz and exam questions which are clear, fair and varied.

9.  To learn how to present lesson plans for world history, U.S. History, political science, and economics.

10.  To develop ways of improving ourselves as Christian professionals by accessing information on web sites, in libraries, and through professional organizations.

EDTE 447 Elementary Social Studies and Character Development Methods 

Learning in EDTE447 Methods for Social Studies and Character Development include, but are not limited to, designing an instructional unit that includes planning and assessment. Candidates participate in creating lessons, units and activities based on Michigan social studies standards (history, geography, civics and economics) as well as teaching the lessons they create. The lessons created also meet needs for diverse learners (gifted, special education, second language learners). Lessons are developed and delivered in small group format. Candidates engage in self- and peer-reflections and provide feedback on lessons and presentation in a written report. State and national standards are used to develop unit plans. Candidates evaluate subject textbooks for appropriate material and preview for bias. Candidates incorporate technology and interactive methods, hands-on and cooperative learning strategies in lesson presentations. Candidates discuss and evaluate national and state standards as well as the purpose and benefit of MEAP testing. Some of the strategies used are listed below:

1. Reflective writing
   



2. Small group teaching/microteaching

3. On-line discussions of social studies topics

4. Direct instruction

5. Cooperative learning

6. Say, See, Do

