An Attitude of Gratitude (p.7); Bird on My Shoulder (p. 22);
Unfailing Love (p.17); And Then There Was Light (p. 30)
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Give Gifts that Change Lives!
Canada’s Really Useful
Gift Catalogue
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Ration Meals

Feed a refugee
child for a year!

ADRA Canada is your partner in changing lives for the better.

@ADRA* Canada

www.adra.ca/donate/giftcatalogue
20 Robert StW. Newcastle, ON L1B 1C6 | 1-888-274-2372
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heart to heart

C C For everything there is a
seasen, and a time fer every
matter under heaven. ))

—Fcclesiastes 3:1, ESV

Ends and Beginnings

enjoy December. Ir’s a time ro take srock of the past and look forward
| to the future. It signals a time of change, a time of completion, in
away. Carc to join me for a few moments of reflection?

First, how carefully have I integrated the spirit of Christ in my
everyday life? And further, is that really one of my core values? I've
begun chinking of carrying with mc alittle notcbeok where I can
make note of my spiritual well-being from day to day.

How deeply do I underseand the message of the Bible? Some who
read this column may recall my reading the Bible through in less than
two months a few years back. Good for an overview, but it ncedsto be
enhanced by a slower, chougheful rcad and reflecrion of God's word—
sort of like pueting soup tosimmer in a slow-cooker. We benefic from
the bringing together of all the parts. This coming year is mytimcto
read the Bibleslowly.

What abour this onc2 Am I living a life of faith, or have I pursucd
something that I want so badly that I'm willing to swap who I am and
what I have in Chuist for the objcct of my desire? So many times accom-
modation comes at an incredible cost. And if I've made a decision chat
has taken me in a surprising direction, have I really considered the cost?

Who would those around me say that T am? Would the folks at
work, the neighbours, my family, take notice that I've been with Jesus,
or do my words or actions causc them confusion?

And finally, is there semething that I need to make time for that
will bring me closer to rhe peace that comes from a life of f aith?

Allgood things to think about, don’t you think?

Thus, at this time #fclosings and beginnings, perhaps ic would
serve us well to slow down a bit and bring Christ back into this season
of the year ina very real and personal way. ®

Mark Johnson is president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.
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(iHeal

Healthy Lifestyle Coaching Certification

The iHeal School of Health & Outreach provides training for Seventh-day Adventist members to
become Healthy Lifestyle Coaches. iHeal students are taught to listen to health concerns, do lifestyle
assessments and guide individuals to resources and services that help reach positive health goals.
This training assists in creating outreach and income opportunities. Below are details for the
upcoming LIVE training. For those who cannot attend the training, please contact us about the option
of completing the full certification online at your own pace.

WHEN: January 22 - 27, 2017
9AM -5 PM Daily (Friday training ends at noon)

WHERE: Kingsview Village SDA Church, Toronto, ON

COST: $700 - Includes Daily Lunch, Professional iHeal Shirt, All Textbooks,
Coaching Forms, Online Courses and much more!

TRAINING: intensive LIVE presentations by Health Professionals and Wellness
Coaches. Certification includes the following user-friendly online courses:

.
.,‘-
L

>
;;_

e

Q Ministry of Healing
MH201

Lifestyle Diseases & Treatments
LDT501

Basic Literature Evangelism

Fundamentals of Diet & Nutrition
e BLE301

FDN502

Principles of Lifestyle Coaching |
PLC401

Principles of Soul-Winning
SW601

Principles of Lifestyle Coaching Il f" Spiritual Revival
4l PLC402 SR101

Contact the Lifestyle Canada office
to register and to obtain more information:

P: (905) 576-6631 ¢ Email: mail@lifestylecanada.org ¢ Web: iHealSchool.org

DISCLAMER: IHenl Coachos ere NOT doctors, nurves, SieV mwuul i mln-lhwhwwtnlm hwve undergone Rkeengin u mwamvm Nwr“lnmihl wbwu- Coechas iv $roviied for
mmm.mmummumwemmmnoa sbowt and houid be hedlin care
|mcmmunnmmmmq nmgammmmnmmammmmxtuwmﬂwunnwlm “'M’M-mmﬂrmmm

Canada vice C The issued lor |Heat Lifestyte Coaches are nol mily by o 0 bodies. Lile man Lousuy ia North
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TEN DAYS AFTER HURRICANE MATTHEW SLAMMED
INTO HAITI causing massive damagg, a eruck carrying food
and hygiene supplies for rhe survivors left Les Cayes. This was
not the first aid diseribution the Adventise Development and
Relief Agency (ADRA} would makein the region, and it would
nor be the last.

The roads Icading from Les Cayes began in fairly good
condirion, but they deteriorated quickly. Damage from the
hurricane lined the roads. Trees were downed. Houses were
damiaged and destroyed. Elecerical wires and poles leaned at
odd angles. Cell phonc signals were quickly lost.

The journey ieself was not uneventful. At one point the
truck had to proceed ahead gingerly as a downed elecrical wire
was held up over it. A licele fusrcher along, juse afeer the eruck
crossed a bridge, che asphalc ended. As the cruck starred on che
dirt road, it became seuck in mud. For over an hour the volunceers
escorting the truck struggled to free it, only succeeding when
somc local villagers joined thecffore.

The eruck’s final destination was a school in the community
of Maniche where the food and supplies would be given ro the
villagers.

It never arrived.

To reach the school, the cruck would have to ford a river,
which it could not do. Instead, the truck scayed on the riverbank,
and the villagers camic to the truck.

Rexilia was one of the people who gratefully received the
celict ieems. She was ac home with her eighe children when the
hurricane hie. They were living in a flood-prone area, and soon
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water began o scrcam inro the house. Rexilia gathered her children,
and they began ro pray for the Lord’s protection. Although her
house was constructed of durable marerials such as cement, it was
nor enough ro wirhsrand the wind, the rain, and the ﬂooding. It
was swept away. Fortunately, they all survived. They now live
underneath a rarp provided by a kind neighbour.

Rexilia lost more rhan her house. She had a small business
sclling uscd clothing. Her entire inventory was lost with che
house. Her husband isa farmer who grows potatoes, maize, and
manioc. Theywere planning to harvest in November, but nothing
remained after the storm. Hunger is a real fear, as they now have
no soutce of inconc.

Rexilia waited on the riverbank. All of her possessions were
gone. Even the clothes she was wearing ar the time had been
given to her by others afeer the storm. ADRA was able to give
her ricc, oil, a water filter toothbrushes, soap, and other essential
items. Her happiness was evident. She thanked God thac her
needs were being met.

“ILam so happy to ger somcething. I will sharc it with others
whodidn’ get anything. Thac’s how we will survive,” she said.

ADRA Canada is grateful for the timely and generous gifts
from our supporters that enabled people like Rexilia to receive
cmergency assistance in the immediatc afecrmath of Hurricanc
Marchew.

Thank you for saving lives! m

Sharmilla Reid is the donor relations

director for ADRA Canada., Al ).Kﬂk
Canada



president’s perspective

An Attitude
of

st shall | render unto the Lord
oI || his benefits toward me?” psaim 116:12 (KIV)

ne of my favourite verses in the
Scriptures is Psalm 116:12. Ir reads,
“Whac shall I render unro the Lord
for all his benefits roward me?” (KJV).
For mc, onc of the beautics of this versc is that it isa
qucstion, not an isolated or definitive statemene. Why
do I fecl char way? Simple. A stacement is an alrcady
defined view a person mighe have about something,
whereas a queston shows that someone is interested in
listening to what the other person has to say aboue the
matter. Also, a question allows us to express, in our own
words, what we understand or how we feel regardinga
situation or rhe challenges we may be having with it.

Morc can besaid about the above verse. The psalmist
is asking /Jiimclf a qucstion—timr is whar captivares me
about this verse. Whenever I read the Word, I try to
imaginc that I am situated in the narrative and chaeche
messages are directed ro me alone. In my opinion, this
exercise is nor selfish bur rather a way to personalize
what I read and apply it to my own lif e. Therefore, I
ask mysclf, juse as David did, Whar shall I render unto
the Lord for all his benefits toward me?

Often we are afraid to ask hard questions, especially
of oursclves. That can happen when we pretend chat
everything is all right or because we are afraid to face
a challenging reality. Some describe this mindsce asa
state of being in denial, and this is a very dangerous
statc of mind for any person to be in when dealing
with reality or faets chac are difficule to confront. When
we avoid asking questions and remain stuck in denial,
we close ourselves off from opportunities ro grow. I
havc often heard (and 1 agrec with the srarement), that
“there are never wrong questions, but wrong answers”
Thus, asking ourselves how we can be more gratcful
to God. as David did, simply gives us the chance to
cvaluate our level of gratirude to Him.

David answers his own question by presenting whar
he thinks could be the most speeial way of showing
graticude: He suggests that he would cven be willing
to surrender his life (see verse 15) as a loving response
to God’s goodness, love, and mcercics shown to hin as
he waneed to econtinuc to scrve the Lord asa servant.
Look ar che actitudc; ir is one of a servant. And so here
we haveanather gem in this psalm,

It is hard to believe that in a few days 2816 will be
part ofhiscory! Despite some challenging moments we
may have experienced chis year {which could cereainly
be considered as character building opportunities
given by Ged for our own growth), we should reflect
and say, Thank you, Lord! The simple fact that we
can read this message isa grear reason tobe grareful.
May Iinvite all of us to seriously consider counting
our blessings daily and have the same humble aceicude
of David, recognizing that all we have—the knowledge
of His Word, being pare of Godss family, our relaives,
friends, shelrer, food, and eternal life in Christ—comes
from God. Conscquently, our responsc should stem
from 2 humble and serving articude. We can confi-
dently place the best we have on His alrar of sacrifice
with love, trusting that He completely owns and
guidesour lives.

I pray that God will continuc to give us all a heare
with an artitude of gracicude

during this festive scason, when
we are especially reminded of
God’s amazinglove for usin
Christ and throughout the
ncw yecar to comc! @

Wesley Torres ispresident of the
British Cofumbia Conference.
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[ think I've gone too far. | feel disgusting.

That's a horrible feeling {{(hugs)}}. Some of us have gone through
that, and it sucks big-time. It’s like locking at yourself in the mirror
and being disgusted by what you see.

Behind the mirror there is a Person who sees you differently,
though. You see a broken teen, perhaps somebedy who has no
future and can’t be fixed. But Jesus sees an amazingmiracle about
to happen. You see all the same sins that you‘ve committed over
and over, even those that you did on purpose.

Jesus looks at you through the holes in his hands.

You look down. jesus says, “Look at me”

You cry. Jesus cries too.

Yes, you may have gone far, but never too far. Psalm 139 says
that even when we go to the other end, God is already there,
waiting for us.

Solook up, my friend. See Jesus'eyes. m

Do you have a question for Pastor Josué Sdnchez? Email it to messenger@adventist.ca.




Your eyes will see the
King in His beauty.

—lsaiah 33:17

When | heard that our new pastor keeps tarantulas for pets, | felt anxious. | don't normally have a < -
panic attack when | see a spider, but my heart raced as | pictured a man with big black boots, a heavy
chain hanging from his pocket, and 40 treacherous tarantulas crawling over his own heavily tattooed
hairy arms! | didn't know how 1'd be able to focus on a sermon given by a pastor who looked like that.
Once Paster Scott unpacked his spider houses, he held out a magnifying glass and pushed a big
hairy spider toward me on the palm of his hand. “Just look at the colour of this pretty girl," he gushed.
The spider stretched out a long, dainty leg as | had a close look.
“She’s purple!” | was surprised to learn that pet tarantulas are gentle, don’t give deadly poisonous
bites, and can be beautiful shades of green, pink, purple, and blue.

Think abovt if. Do it!

I had been prejudiced; | had judged our new pastor and his pets before | knew any- Take time to really get to know
thing about them. In the same way, many people are prejudiced against God, Sev- God for yourself. Pray that He
enth-day Adventists, or Christians in general. They believe things about God and His will filt your heart with love for
people that aren’t true. Pastor Scott changed my mind about tarantuias because he Him and for the people around
showed me their beauty. Will you help change the minds of the people around you? you. Pray that the beauty of His
Will you show the world the beauty of Christ? character will shine through you.
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Faith

and Science

A QUICK GLANCE at Pekka Maitranen’s professional experience and you
will sec over 10 years of rescarch experience. With a PhD in Biology from
McGill University in Montreal, Quebcee, Dr. Méittinen’s rescarch experienec
ranges from neuroscience and basic biochemistry to nutrition and host-
pathogen interactions. In his own words, heis “highly motivated to uncover
safc and cost-cffective prevention and teeatment strategics for chronic
diseases” Given his wealth of academic knowledge and his aim to serve
a @’ ! God, Pekka Maattinen is a great fit for Burman University.
P at ( Pekka and his wife, Sarah (Picknell), alongside their three-year-old
' 2 son, Isaac, and cight-month-old daugher, Lilja, are the newest members
of the Burman University family. Heading inro his first year of teaching

ar Burman, Pekdca is beyond eager to gecinto the groove of teaching. “I'm
really looking forward to getting to know my students berter and working
with them more. I've already been inspired by them. I'm also exciced because
I have a lab where I can do some rescarch projeces I have been chinking
about for some time. I have some talented seudents I'm working with now
on two projects, and I'm alrcady cxcited abour these studics,” says Pekka.
Having grown up in Oneario and gone through our Advenrist educa-
tional system, Pekka has seen the value of Christian education and wants
to contribure to that hete ac Burman. “I was fortunatc to bencfit from a
Sevenrh-day Adventisr Christian education in grade school [College Park

Elementary School] and high school [Kingsway College]. My further

education was at secular insticutions.... My experiences there in the

classtoom and research were formative in my faith joneney and also helped
me recognize boeh the serengths and weaknesses of science, as well as the

i importance of critical thinking. Academics aside, challenges I faced near
At s the completion of my doctoral studies really helped ground my faith and
solidify my trust in God,” says Pekka.

As he looks at how his students experience his classes, one theme stands
out: the integration of faith in learning. “OF course, I want my students to
learn the basics of biology, not just by memorization but through application.
I want my seudencs co have a faith-building cxperience and to lcarn to apply
the knowledge they gain to health ministry or any ministry they enter in
the future, no marcer what occupation. Through their studies, I wane them
to understand the unique opportunities we as Adventists have to connect
science wich faich and inspiration. This expericnee, coupled with crirical
thinking, will help chem tackle any challenges chey face as chey pur their
full trust in God”

In and our of the classroom Pekka is here at Burman to serve. “My
highestaim is to serve God wherever He calls me. I never saw mysclf asa
teacher when | was younger—in fact, [ was very shy and nervous in front
of people. However, God often has unexpected plans for us, and God led
me to cnjoy rescarch, health ministry, and eveneually teaching, through
events oo many to describe in a shorr profile. I have a passion for health
ministry, youth ministry, and studying the wonders of God'’s Creation,
and I feel that these fit well with the vision and mission of Burman.” m

10 December 2016 PV Jr Ferrer is vice-president for marketing and enrolment at Burman University.



ENISE HAS BEEN PASSIONATE

ABOUT THE PIANO SINCE

CHILDHOOD. Although she became a
history professor, her heart was alvays with the piano.
As she got older, she wanted to do something for the
music faculty and scudentsac the university where she
worked.

In December 2013, [ spent an evening [ will never
forger ar chis university. It was magical. [ was with my
fiancée at che University of Montreal for a private piano
recital in rhe old performance hall, an historic building
with much character. The 80 or so attendecs sat on the
stage surrounding two grand pianos ac this intimatc cvent,
during which studenes performed a varicey of picces for
invited guests and donors. I had attended this type of
recital before, but this onc was special—it was dedicated
toa couplero acknowledge the gencrous donation they
had made to fund bursaries for piano students.

Let’sbackerack a bie. In January 2008, I wasasked to
meet with two of the university’s loyal donors, Denise
and Claude, whowanted ro set up something special
for the music faculty. They knew about gift planning
through the litcrature of the university, bur they wanted
ro learn more.

Denisc and Claude were in their 60s, marricd wich
no children, and were both retired history professors.
Their wills said they were leaving everything to the
university’s hiscory deparement; however, they wanted
to do something for the music department as well.

Denise had already pur in placea fund for the piano

PASSIONS, PIANOS,
PHILANTHROPY

“On that night | fully understood
the magic of philanthropy.”

planned giving & trust services

sector of the music department, and rhe first bursary
was to be given to a student at the docroral level co pay
for his ruition. Knowing this, Iadvised her ro purchase
ajoint life insurance policy with her husband, so thar
the death benefit could be added to the fund. increasing
the value of the bursaries,

When I went to visit them ro deliver the insurance
policy, [ asked them, “I know that your first bursary will
be given shortly. Are you looking forward to this event?”
Their eyes glistened with emorion as they said, “To see
astudent receive our bursary, and have it make such a
differencce in this student’s life, means a lot to us.”

Back to Deccember 2013,

The guests quictly took their scaes on the stage
surroundingthe pianos. After a brief welcome, the dean
dcdicated the recital o Denise and Claude. Then, seven
students wenr on stage, one after the other, to perform.

The magical moment was the grand finale—when
Denise satatone piano, and the student who had received
her bursary for three years sat at the orher. To see both
pianists, playing back and forrh, was decply moving.

My fiancée held my hand tight, and now, I had damp
cyes. Warching and listcning to this studcnr play so
magificenely wirh theone who had made his doctorare
possible was nothing short of enchanting.

On thaenighe I fully understood the magic of
philanchropy. m

Alain Lévesque is a specialistin gift planning
and phifanthropy in Sherbrooke, Quebec.
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Where Are
They Now

Messenger catches up with former leaders of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Canada. In this issue we talk with Ron Nelson.

Interview by 1.D. Victor Fitch, Messenger Staff Writer.

Ron and Sandra Nelson

Messenger: Tell me where you were born and about M: You were not born into an Adventist home. How did
youy childbood. Yo come into the Adventist family?

Ron Nelson: Iwasborn and raised just south of R: When I was a young boy, Mom had given me a New
Chilliwack, B.C., in a small valley called Ryder Lake. Testament and told me that if | wanted answers to this
My father was a good man who worked hard and like’s questions, I needed to read the Bible. My mother
provided a modest, adequate lifestyle, bue the greatese passed away suddenly because of an aneurysm in her
gift he gave me was an example of faithfulness. Mom heart on the second day of my Grade 12 school year.
struggled with depression and was institutionalized The shock of this was devastating to our family, bue
twice in my childhood. This cast a shadow on out cventually I'wasled costudy the Scriprures to determine
otherwise happy home, and Dad’s ardent love and truch. I have found answers that have strengthened my
devotion for Mom was inspirational to me. faithand informed my life.

12 December 2016 A%



Early in our marriage Sandra and I had a rerail
business in Kamloops, B.C., called Keen Kraft Music,
where I sold guitars, amps, PAs, and drums, cte. Onc of my
customers, Terry Martin, witnessed to usand evencually
took us ro church. Pastor Peterand Ruch Fritz and the
congregarion in Kamloops nurrured us, and we joined
the Advenrist movement as members in 1979.

M: What led to your desire to become a minister and
then to Burinan University for preparation?

R: Pastor Fritz had encouraged me to become involved
in the church and ro prayerfully come to an understanding
of my spiritual gifts. I became very active, and it became
evident to His church that God was blessing my efforts
for Him. Through Pastor Peter’s modelling and support,
and the encouragement of the church members, we
followed Godss providence ro attend Canadian Union
College (now Burman University) to prepare for the
ministry. Sandra and I arc both cver so grateful for the
influence of those who patiently taught usand led vs
inco a deeper appreciation of Jesus. @ur time ar college
set the tone for our minisery. Irwasa very spccial time
forus as a family.

M: [Vhere and in what capacity have you served God
and the chirch?

R: We began our ministry at CUC, where I served
(whilessrill a student) as rhe direcror of employment
and the direcror of student finance. Afrer graduarion,
I served pastorally in the Alberta Conference and then
accepted a call to British Columbia. Evencually, I was
called to serve in the BC Conference office in the
ereasury deparement, Providence again led us back co
the pastoral ministry and o the Maritime Conference,
where I served as the ministerial direcror.

Mest recently, we served the Maniteba-Saskacchewan
Conference as the presidential couple. Ministry hasbeen
a very rewarding and personally sarisfying journey.

M: Minisery in the Adventist Church ofien requires work-
ing as a team. In what way(s) has your wife assisted in your
mintstry?

R: Sandra has always been a tremendous support to

me. Miniscry has had irs challenges and has been very
difficuleat rimes. but her steadfastand consistent prayer
life has always encouraged us both to be found faichful
to each other and to our call to serve His church. She has
been, and is, a remarkable mother and wife, and her gift
of hospirtality has done much to make our home and
churches a blessing.

M: You retired eartier than you needed to. What led you
to this decision?

R: I wasunderdeep conviction in November of 2010
to step out by faith to pursuc a ministry focusing on my
creative gifrs asa singer/songwri[er. I love evangelism
and wanrted a more focused opportunity to serve in this
arca. When I was asked to scrveas conferenece president
for the church in Manitoba-Saskarchewan, I seraside
thesc convicrions in favour of the revealed will of His
people. I have no regrets, The people of the conference
responded to God's vision, and we were able to do
much co srrengehen the conference administrarively as
it transirioned from asmall ro a large conference. Ir was
a privilege to scrve themand a wonderful way toconclude
that chapter of minisery. I cventually answered chose
earlier convictions and am now working hard ro fulfill
God’s will as a singer/songwriter and an inspirational

speaker.

M: T2l me about your farnily.

R: Sandraand I have partnered rogerher for 42+
years of marriage. And our three children, Jana (Luke
Hcimann), Holly (Brad Kay). and Brody ( Vancssa
Palamaruk). arc now marricd and havc blesscd us
with cight grandchildren. They have all chosen o
make the Lacombe area home, and so upon retirement
wc joined them there.

M: Where have you retired?

R: AslIsaid, currently, weare in Lacombe, Alra., bue
following G od’s leading, our plan is to evencually build
a home ncar Rimbey, Alra.

M: What do you see as your ministry now, and how will
you still be serving the Lovd and the church although not
in a leadership role?

R: [am acrively engaged as a singing evangelist and have
booked a full slatc of conceres for chis fall. including some
dates wich It Is Writcen Canada. Nexe spring is filling up
with a scheduled evangelistic series and a concert rour
into California. I want to modcl my ovc for Jesus in the
centre of my decpest passion. Iwould hope to encourage
others to serve ablyand creacively for Him. In many ways,
I believe cthar the most impactful days of my ministry

arc still before me. If orhers are interested to know morce
about my ministryand ro lisren cosome songs from my
new album, On Holy Ground, they can check ouc my
websire, www.ronnelsonmusic.com. @

December 2016
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Man's 60" birthday

A Better
World canada

will honour A Better World Canada in a big way

After desiding togjvea monumentaldonatjonin honour of hjs 60™ birthday, Central Alberta businessman
Gord Bontje aims toinspire others to give to A Better World Canada.

ousands of children and people who are sick or poor
in East Africa are seeing their lives changed because of
committed sponsors working with A Beteer World
Canada.

Gord Bontje is one such committed sponsor. For nearly two
dccades this Central Albere homebuilder has partnered with A
Better World Canada on cffecting positive, sustainable change
in Kenya and clsewhere. As wich many donors his age and older,
he iskeen to leave a legacy.

As parr of cclcbrating his 60" birthday, which happencd
on Nov. 27, Bontje will contribuce $500,000. Bongje, a humble
man, said this donarion isn’t about him. His heart is set on
“hclping the developing world.” and he hopes ro inspirc othcrs
1o give to such a worrhy cause, ro leave a legacy and. in his cas,
mark a special occasion through a gift ro A Better World.

“I've been blessed and had good fortune in my life” said
Bonrje ar his Red Deer area office. “l want to give of my success.”

Eric Rajah, co-tounder of A Better World, says the interna-
tional development organizarion is grateful fer Bonrjes donation
supporting yet-to-be determined projects in Kenya, Rwanda,
and Afghanistan. The money will be used immediarely and as
needs arisc.

With this donation, A Better World can make long-term plans
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and have well chought-out solutions.

“A larger donation like this helps us
to also conduct deeper research before
deploying the funds,” said Rajah. “Ic
also cncourages and inspircs others to
be¢ more compassionatc and invese.”

While Bontjc’s donation is grand,
A Better World continues to search for
potential sponsors.

“This will fund many projects for
the long rerm and rackle some difticule
projects,” said Rajah. “Our budger is
$3 million per year, so every dollar, big
and small, matrers.”

Bontje learned about A Better
World in 1999 through a longtimc
friend who was alrcady sponsoring
projccrs. Bontje was impressed with
the charity’s cfficiency at kee ping each
project on task to completion, the local
community’s buy-in requircment, and
chat all donors” money goes directly ro
a project.

He immediately donared $5,000.

Bontje, his family, and Lacbon
Homes have been passionate supporters since then, financing
everything from housing and water infrasrructure to surgeries
for children. The projects total 28, so far.

“He likes children and improving their lives,” said Rajah. “It
was very difficult to raise money for a school that would serve
intelleceually disabled children, especiallyin Lamu [on the east
coast of Kcenya), but now it is winning all kinds of awards and
becoming a model.”

The Bontje family sponsored new classrooms, a special learning
classroom, a water system, diningarea, aswell as dormirory
rcnovations.

Sometimes potential donorscall Bontje, a well-known business
leader in the area, to get his thoughts on A Better World. He eells
them how much good they can do through this volunteer-driven
organization.

“The delivery process is so pure,” said Bontje. “Ie’s done by
volunteers and peeple of very high integrity. The prejects are
donc very ineclligemrly. I can give pcople and companics a great
{cvel of comfort that what they are supporting is really what
they are supporting.” @

Laura Tester travels with A Better World
and is a freelance writer for newspapers.

> > To support this program, please contact erajah@abweanada.org. < <




HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED why God would care about measly human
beings? He is the Sovereign God, the Creator of the universe. Why would
He be concerned with our small problems? Most people have had the
same question. In fact, King David poses this question many times in
the book of Psalms. He asks in Psalm 8:4, Why would you even consider

us mere mortals?

The Bible says that God loves all of us deeply. Jesus explained that
God is interested in the small things; even the hairs on our heads are
counted (see Luke 12:2)!

According to a news story from Australia, a woman became distressed
when she noticed her goldfish was choking on a pebble. She took her
pet fish to a local veterinarian and asked them to save the dying fish.
Believe it or not, with the help of anesthetics, some gloves, and a tiny
instrument, the vet was able to grasp a small, jagged rock and remove
it from the goldfish’s mouth. The relieved pet owner gladly paid the
hospital bill of over $500,

This may sound ridiculous. Why would someone spend that much
money on a silly goldfish? For a fraction of the cost, the owner could
have purchased a brand-new fish. Why would she take the time, energy,
and money on such an insignificant goldfish?

God's perspective is like that of the owner of the goldfish, We may
seem small and inconsequential to others. We may not even grasp our
own value. And yet, God cares so deeply for us that He will do everything
to save our life. In fact, He did! He gave up His own life so that we could
have a second chance at life. You may not think you are worth much;
but never discount how much God values you. He created you and
desires for you to live your best life. m

Kumar Dixit is the former ministerial director of the British Columbia
Conference. He currently serves as the chaplain of WGTS 91.9 radio in Takoma
Park, Maryland. He is the author of Branded Faith, available on Amazon.com.




The Prospect

Words by God —Hebrews 12:1, 2, NIV

Another year is just around the corner carrying with it
new adventures, life, and opportunities. What will
2017 hold for you?

The prospect of everything becoming new can
seem overstated at times. However, | believe God is
doing something new in us, desiring to let His love

refresh our hearts and breathe new life into our bones.

God isn't finished with us yet! We are confident in this,
“that he who began a good work in you will carry iton

to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6, NIV).

This season is one of reflection as we remember
what God has brought us through and how He has
led our lives. Take a moment to reflect; Who has God
shown Himself to be in your life this year? How does
His love make a difference in the way you treat others?

Think on these things throughout the month and
ask God what He would like you to work on in your
relationship with Him this coming year. Are there any
adventures God has placed in front of you? For me,
this will be a year of new adventures with school and
opportunities to serve.

As you walk in faith in this journey, | encourage
you to remember our “God has not given us a spirit
of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind”
(2Tim. 1:7, NKJV), We serve a God who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, and
that same God is working in our lives today. It is not just
a hope we have but an active, breathing, and living

with Tia
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God who is working on our behalf and for our good.

When we look at the big picture of who God is and
how He moves in our lives, it expels fear—because we
believe with certainty that “He who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world" (1 John 3:14, ESV). If there
is something God is leading you towards, do not let
fear keep you from moving forward in the faith that
you have now. Allow God to be your strength, your
courage, and your voice.

Each one of us is called to follow after God, and He
will direct our purpose. Whether it is serving in your
local community or abroad, new job or school, reaching
out to a friend struggling, opening your heart to healing,
finding a cure to homelessness, or seeing a need and
accepting the call to help. Whatever this year looks like
for you, God will go with you and guide your steps as
you follow His leading in your life.

"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And
let us run with perseverance the race marked out for
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter
of faith” (Heb. 12:1, 2, NIV).

Be Blessed. m

Tia Lawrence is 20 years old. She is a member of
the Comox Adventist Church on Vancouver Island.
Tia’s blog—refreshwithtia.com go O]
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Watch “God Is on the Move" by 7evnth Time Down:
https://goo.gl/5jVDgs




"...rest assured, there is never a time when you are not loved.”

ave you ever just sar at the base ofa mountain and marvelled at how

absolutely massive and majestic it is? As it rises up into the sky, cutting

its jagged form into the air, I marvel ae not only its size bue also ata
kind of beauty that is hard to explain, I am dwarfed in comparison, filled with
a quiet awe as I try to absorb irs majesty.

We are privileged cach day ro pausc and marvel at the majestic ateributes
of God. Iinvite you to focus on a particular characceristic of God chat appears
threughout Scripeure. I encourage you, with the help of a concordance or a
Bible search function on your Bible app on your electronic device, to read the
many verses that include the phrase “unfailinglove.” This excrcisc is heart-
moving as you absorb the realiry of this wonderful portrait of God. Let me
whet your appetite with just a few of the highlights.

We are reminded that God loved us, even before He made the world (Eph.
I:4). While the Bible docs nor state exactly how leng ago chat was, we can
know thar even before this world was made, there was love in God’s heart for
you and me. From before the very beginning of anything on this earth, God's
love was there. So rest assured. there is never atime when you are not loved.

David describes rhe magnitude of that love with the following comparison,
“Your unfailinglove, O Lord, is as vast as the heavens; your faithfulness reaches
beyond the clouds” (Ps. 36:5).! In an age before we had space travel and are
measuring just how vast the heavens ace, Bavid uscs the heavens to try o
illustrace thac God's loveis that vast, and noronly that—it is unfailing.

There is nothing as unfailingas God’s love. When something has failed us,
we feel let down. Perhaps your health is failing, a friend has lct you down, or
the cconomy has collapsed and the political system has not come good on
their campaign promiscs. Whatever it is thar has failed you, know thar God's
love is not only unfailing but also as vast as the heavens, Plus, His unfailing
love draws you to Himsclf (Jer. 31:3),

This God is so incredibly rich in mercy and loves you so much, that cven
though you are dead because of your sins, He gave you life when He raised
Christ from the dead (Eph. 2:4, 5). He reveals His kindness and love by saving
you. nor because of any good things you have done. bur because of His mercy.
Hchaswashed away your sins, giving you new lifc through the Holy Spirie.
Not only that, bue because of His grace He declared you righteous and gives
you confidence that you will inherit eternal life ( Ticus 2:4-7). Thatis how
unfailing His love for you is.

Youmaybe tempted to despair, bue take courage, for Heis a God of
forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slow to becomeangry and rich in unfailing
love, who will nor abandon you (Neh. 9:17). His goodness and unfailing
love will pursuc you all che days of your life (Ps. 23:6). His unfailinglove and
faithfulness come ehrough Jesus, who is ncar to the Father’s heart and reveals
Him toyou (John 1:17, 18).

So you can be glad and rejoice in His unfailing love, for He has seen your
troubles annd cares abour what brings anguish to your soul (Ps. 31:7). m

Warren Kay is a pastor and life coach in Alberta.

Al Scripture quotations in this articleare taken from the New Living Transtation {NLD). December 2



BY STAN JENSEN

One of the many Canadians that serve
in the General Conference is my friend

Rick Kajiura. I value his passion and
ministry in Global Missions, and after
reading this you will understand why.

18

EDITOR: Tell us a bit about yourself.

RICKKAIJIURA: Igrew up inasmall cown in Ontario.
My family atrended the Hamilton Mountain church, which
overlooks the downtown area of Hamilton. 1 cemember che
poem on our bulletin’s cover: “To chis churchser on a hill,
whose light must shine abroad. We welcome you a valued
fricnd, to this place, thehouscof God.” It was penned by
Ivan Proury, one of the church elders ar the rime.

My wife, Robyn, and [ met while we were at Andrews
University. She’s an Australian who grew up as a missionary
kid in India. Robyn is the associate director for General

Rick and Robyn with their daughters, Kylie and Karin.

Conference Auditing Scrvice responsibic for the Norch
Amcrican Division cerritory. We have nwo daughters, Kylie,
atrcnding Andrews Univcrsity, and Karina, attcnding

Kingsway College.

EDITOR: 1 hat is your position at Adventist Mission? Have
you served in other departments within the Church?

RICK: I serve as communication director for the Office of
Adventist Mission at the General Conf erence. If you read
the mission stor'es in the Adult Bible study guide and the
mission quarterlies, or watch the Mission Spotlight vidcos er
Mission 368 program on Hope Channel and 3ABN, you
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have seen some of what we do.

Wealso operate the Global Mission program, which
sends Global Mission pioneers to areas where there are few
or no Adventists. These pioneers are local people. so they
spcak the local language and understand che culeure. They
are given a small living stipend and sent to start new groups
of believers. Today many people would call them church
plancets.

I've had the privilcge of scrving in a varicey-of positions. I
worked on the Lake Union Herald at the Lake Union in
Michigan. I've also setved as assistant director in the General
Conference communication department, and as communi-
cation director for ADRA International.

EDITOR: W hatdoyou like best about what you currently do?

RICK: Probably my favourite pattis meeting frontline mission
workers. They are passionatc abour whar they are doing,

In Sri Lanka I meta pioncer who u sedto walk through the
tea ficlds at night for miles ro give Bible studies. That might
not sound bad until you cealize there are no streetlighes. He
didn't have a tlashlight, and chere werelcopards and bandis in
the area. Bur he had faith and was passionate about giving Bible
studies.

I've mer many missionaries who make a diff erence in peo-
plc’slives. Onc of them is Br. Gillian Scton, a medical mission-
ary whoarrived in Liberia just befere the Ebola crisis hit. The
Ebola crisis was mainly uinder control in Liberia, and we asked
her to come to San Antonio, for the Sabbath afternoon pro-
gram at the GC Sesssion. Bur she didn’t want to leave unless
there: was a doctor to take her place while she wasgone. Lona
Linda University president Bick Hart was able to get someone
to fill in for her so she could share with the GC delegates the
challenges and joys of serving in Liberia during onc of the mose
frightening epidemics in years.

EDITOR: Are there many Canadians actively involved in
mission work (volunteer, paid, permanent, or tempoyary )?

RICK: Right now there are 19 Canadians who are servingor
who have served in 2016 in foreign mission. Nine are serving as
regular missionaries or mission appoinrees, and 10 are serving
as voluntccrs through Advendst Voluntcer Scrvices. Voluneecrs
have served in places such as Mongolia, Thailand, Korca, and
the Marshall slands. Anyonc interested in servingas a volun-
teer should pray abouc it and visit HeSaidGo.nct and click on
“Long-Terrn Missions.”

EDITOR: Are Adventist Mission workers needed anywhere
right now?
RICK: Ycs, thereisa greae need for medical missionarics, and

people can visie https://am.adventisemission.org/career-open-
ings to see current openings. If you don’t sce something right

away, don't give up. Pray about it, and ifyou fecl God is calling
you. check back again, becausc nceds change over cdime.

The church needs tentmakers, people who go into a diffi-
cult mission area and ger regular jobs bur who are missionar-
ics—we call it Total Employment. If peoplc want to learn
more, they can visit TolEmployment.org. In cermin areas we
need “Waldensian smdenw,” young people who are willing ro
g0 rouniversity ina mission areaso thcy can bea livingwimess
to thcir fcllow studenes and cven teachers. You cansceavideo
about chis program here: hreps://goo.gl/8jwDHC

EDITOR: {f.romeone} dreant was to serve as a missionary,

what is the roadmap they should follow?

RICK: They nced ro follow Gods’ plan for their lives, so the
first stepis ro pray and ask God toshow where they are needed.
They should start geming involved in outreach where they
are—be part of Toral Member Involvement. Then serve fora
year as an Adventist Voluntcer Services volunceer. It’s a wonder-
ful way ro serve and gee experience in cross-cultural mission.

EDITOR: How canreaders ofthe Messenger bemeore active in
supporting Adventist Mission in their local churches?

RICK: Pray for the work, and pray for missionaricsand Global
Mission pioneers. Ask God what He would have you do for
mission. Also remember mission offetings. Over the years, mis-
sion ofterings have probably been che single most important
factor in advancing mission around the world.

They canalso support Global Mission pioneers and proj-
ects. One hundred percent of the funds go 1o support frontline
mission work.

EDITOR: s it possible to give regular monthly donations using
a aedit card? Howdo yon accept donations from Canadians?

RICK: Regular monthly credit card donations for Global
Mission can be made onlinc ar Global-Mission.org. How-
ever, donations through that website arce currently processed
in the US. Ponations can also be done by cheque or com-
pleting the credie card donation form [included with this
issuc] and sending it ro the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Canada, Just mark thc donation as *Global Mission,”

EDITOR: Is therea Bible text or promise that means some-
thing special to you?

RICK: I like Micah 6:8. Therc are a many texes char ralk
about mission, bue to me thisisa mission verse too. If you

treat people justly and mercifully and spend time humbly
with God, He canuse you, and peoplewill sce Him in you. m

Stan Jensen is the communicatondirector
for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada
and editor of the Canadian Adventist Messenger.
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ometimes when you have a recipe thateveryone
enjoys. changing the recipe and trying something
a liccle different ean be daunting. However, you
never know what the resule will be until you try. Sometimes
itdoesn't work; sometimes it works beautifully.
Cornbread is an old favourite thar our fami ly loves,
and since we like to experiment, one day we decided co try
tweaking the recipe o seeifwe could improve it. The resu le
is a recipe that we all now enjoy. The jalapeiio doesn’t add
roo much hear bur does add a fair bit of flavour. This is
good served warm with vegan margarine or with a variety
of toppings. B

Keithand Chery! Chant. atong with their son Ben, enjoy baking,
cooking, andexperimentingwith flavours and recipes.

JUBLD YuRY ‘010U

Jalapeno
Cornbread

INGREDIENTS:
Y2 Thsp (7.5 ml) coconut oil
Y2 cup (125 ml) frozen corn
1 cup (250 ml) cornmeal
1 cup (250 ml) flour
Ya cup (60 ml) sugar
1 Thsp (15 ml) baking powder
Va tsp (2.5 ml) salt
1 jalapeno, seeded and minced
1 cup + 2 Tbsp (280 ml) almond milk
Ya cup (60 ml) oil
2 flax eggs*

INSTRUCTIONS:

» Heat coconut oil in a small frying pan, add
frozen corn, and sauté until the corn starts
to brown.

* Combine all dry ingredients in a bowl and
mix well. Add corn and mix in.

* In a separate bowl combine jalapefio and
liquid ingredients, mixing well.

» Add liquid mixture to dry mixture and stir
until combined.

* Pour into greased 8-inch square baking dish.
Bake at 400°C for 25 minutes. Serve warm.

* Each flax egg is 1 Tbsp (15 ml) of ground
o flax mixed in 3 Thsp (45 ml) of hot water.
20 December 2016 B%




voar / on the road

Family

s a Christian station, we have noticed that many of our
listeners worry about cheir familics. Over the last number
of decades. the order and stability of the home has changed
significantly. The challenges mosr of us faced as children have
aleered in nature and intensicy. How do we respond ro all that
society throws at us to lure fami lies away from the church?
Lois writes...

Pear VOAR,

L am writing to ask you to pray for my daughter Rhonda,
who is 20 yrs. old. Rhonda has had many struggles in her
life. and we as a jamily have had many struggles along with
her. She is searching but doesn't know where to turn some-
times. She went to an /1l-Anon meeting a couple of weeks
ago, because she had asked me to take her. I believe that she
is really affected by her father's drinking, and my behaviour

[rom much younger years.

She doesn't seem to want to go to church yet. To be truthfid,
T haven'’t gotten grounded in any one church. Please pray for
me, that [ dlow the Lord to lead me. I have attended the
Salvation Army, where I was so blessed, and I also attended
numereus womens retreats and couples ministyies with
other denominations. However, it's heen over two years since
I have stepped inside any church.

I do continue to listen to VOAR, and I am so blessed by

your music and family programming. 1 just want you ro
know, with a beavy heart and yet a hopef tl one, how much
your station means to me. I know I could continue to be an
anonymous listener, but I feel the need to tell you how much
I need and trul)- appreciate what you brin g into my home.
Please keep all my family in prayer.

Thank you for being there for us 24/7 and for always
pointing the way to our lovin J4 God!

Yours in Christ,

Loism Mrm-"

Christine Bergen is the secretary/treasurer for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Newfoundfand and Labrador.

ONTHE
ROAD WITH

Howdoyoufind God?

Rebecque Johnson

Kayon Brevett: |goin my closetalone and sing and pray and just sit and talk

B CCk ATTHEGARDEN ROADAND BRIDGELAND
CHURCHLESIN ALBERTA.

like tam talking with my husband or best friend.

Elaine Marshall: Actually, 1did not find God; He found me. | was lost in
sin, and God found me, with the help of a neighbour

who invited me to church. | gave my life and heart to
Him.Thank God.

SunilaSangam: [Heis my] Rock (where] [ [can] hide and shelter when
the trouble comes.

Latoya Small: My grandparents [raised] me to know this man Jesus and
from this | know and find God.
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literature evangelism
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How ordinary people
are touching our nation,
one door at a time,

22 December 2016 A4

t was a very hot day, and Simon, fecling tired and
discouraged, had had enough. He had been knocking
on doors all afternoon, and things had not been
going well. So he decided to lic down undera tree,
relax, and forger about this whole Canada Youch
Challenge ordeal. Suddenly, from above, he heard the rancous
sound of squawking. Lookingup, he sawa black bird tlying
straight at him, and., to his astonishment. it landed on his
shoulder, squawking loudly in his hear. “Shoo, shoo!” Simon
shouted, waving his arms. Bue che bird simply circled the air
and landed again on his shouldcr, scrcaming,

Simon got up, the bird still perched on his shoulder. Then,
stranger still, the bird seemed co point with its beak in the
direction it wanted Simon ro go. When Simon tried to go
clsewhere, the bird would squawk and nip at his car and neck
unril he followed erders. So Simon, with the bird still perched
on his shoulder, went where he was {ed.

A woman answered the first door Simon knocked on, and
when she saw him standing there with the bird. she stared in
amazement. The bird was louder chan Simon, and all Simon
could say was that the bird wasa new friend. For three doors,
the bird stayed perched on Simon’s shoulder, fascinating the
people who obscrved it. There were wide-cyed starcs, lots of
questions, plenty of laughs, and, at the end, 2 number of books
were left with the people at the doors.

A Message of Hope

There is a quicc movement spreading all across the nation of
Canada. The face of this movement is as wide and diverse as che
wotld we live in. It is made up of people all ages, echnicities, and
lif ¢ expericnecs. Its leader is All Powerful, its method is simple,
and irs purpose is unchanging-~to win Canada for the kingdom,
one door, one book,one soul ata rime. This movement, cthe work
of literarure evangelism. isimportant to God because ic fulfills a
desperate need, a need to come close o the pain and isolation that
so fills the hearrs of our narion, and ro share a message of hope:

+ Hopefor the woman whose emorional scar ran deeper
chan the physical one left when her husband, while
committingsuicide. rried ro rake her with hiin. To her,a
message thar lefr her in rears was given— God heals the
deepest hurts and brings peace to the broken-hearted.

Hope for the man who, suﬂ'.cring with diabetes, was
shown how to manage his disease chrough simple
lifestyle changcs. To him, restoracion was given as his
illness was reversed.

Hopc for the young man who, receiving a GL@W rracr,
asked for Bible studies. To him new life was given as he
tound comfort and hope in the shelter of God’s promises.

Hope for one of the many federal cabinec MPs who
reccived a package from our office and rook the time
to say thank you. To them, an opportuniry was given
to come to know health of body and soul.




Thesc storics, justa few of the many experienced this past
year, demonstrate the impact of this minisery. Tt is a ministry
whose merhods have been ordained by God and whose ultimate
success is guarancced by Him, ifwedo our part.

The Methods of Our Ministry

We here at Lifeseyle Canada have been given the incredible
privilegeand responsibility ro head the literature evangelism
movement in Canada. Our ministry, which operates throughout
Canada and has covered all major citics across this nation. runs
three programs:

GLOW, which stands for "Giving Light to Our World,” is
our every menber ministry. Through the use of GLOW tracts,
we train ordinary church members across Canada to share their
taith every day, everywhere, and with everyone. Just last year
ordinary church members distributed nearly one million GLOW
tracts across Canada. Because of these efforrs, our office receives
weckly requests for prayer, more literature, and Bible studies.

iHeal is our professional health certification program. I
erains ordinary members to become healrhy lifestyle coaches,
bringing the message of healing for body, mind, and soul ro
homes acress Canada. Because of the service and dedicatcion
ofiHeal coaches, a number of people have experienced health
eransf ormarions, such as reversing diaberes, fighting cancer,
and ultimately experiencing the reality of a God who heals
body, mind, and soul.

CanadaYouth Challenge {CYC) is our studenr lirerarure
evangelism program. Every year studenrs from across Canada
and around the world dedicate a summecr of their lives to work
tor God. They knock-on doors in neighbourhoods throughoue
our country, personally bringing the message ofa Saviour’s love
ro those who need to hear it most. This year CYC students
visited over 300,000 homes, prayed for over 11,000 individuals,
and gachered more than 1,000 interests for Depression seminars,
Bible studies, Stop Smoking clinics, and other programs.

Literature—With a PersanafTouch

Through our programs, we at Lifestyle Canada aim to come
close to the hearts of Canadians. We offer literature with a
personal touch, because it is only as we come close that we are
able to bring a message of comfort to those who need it most.

If there is any doubt that the work of literature evangelism
is important, remember Simon's story. Through feathers, beaks,
and squawks, God sent Simon much-needed encouragement,
putting him back on his feer and back at the doors wherehe
could share God’s message of love. This is how important this
work is to God. All He needs are people who are willing to join
the movementandgo. m

Jonathan Zita is the executive director of Lifestyle Canada,
a charity organized to better fulfill the mandates of the
fiterature ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist Church

across Canada. To learn more about this ministry, please visit

LifestyleCanada.org or contact us at mail@lifestylecanada.org

CY(C students
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story

51 lay soaked by swear, even in rhecool scason,
I reflect on my childhood Christmases. My
sisterand Iwould cagerly bundle up against
the cold and rip-toc from our beds to give the presents
around rhe tree one more shake. While predicting rheir
contents, we debated what my parents’ plea of “Don’e
wiake us up too carly” mcant. Now I, too, wished for just
a bit more sleep. Merry Chrisemas ... 2009. My family’s
firse Christmas far from home as missionaries.

We have since had eight Christmas days pass while
serving God as International Service Employees for the
Scventh-day Adventist Church. Nonc of the events of
thatfirst Christmas had anything to do with Christmas.
Cambodia is predominantly Buddhist (85.1 percent) and
largely unrcached by Christianity (3.2 percent Christian),
The Seventh-day Adventise Church is growing, largely
because oflocal workers such as Global Mission pioneers.
Still, as of mid-2016 there is only one Adventist church/
church company for cvery 464,324 Khmer. Like the other
unreached countries in the 10/40 window,' Chrisemas is
kept by mostindigenous people only through conmmer-
cialism, Western Christmas music, and an occasional
Christmas tree or manger seene—frequenely with Sanca
Claus as the dominant figure looking down at baby
Jesus. Most people never stop to ask more about chis
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“Western holiday” beyond whar ehey have learned from
Hollywood movies.

Bcforc wewene co Cambodia, our family home was
in Canada. I grew up in Calgary, Alra,, and aftcrmy
father passed away, we moved co Ponoka County near
Burman Uhiversity (then Canadian Union College,
CUCQ). Afrar graduating from CUC, I pasrored ar the
Henderson Highway Seventh-day Advenrise Church
in Winnipeg, Man;; the Willowdale church in Norch
York, Ont., (parr of the greater Toronto area); the
College Heights church in Lacombe. Alra. where I also
served as campus chaplain at, dien, Canadian Universicy
College; and, finally, as the senior pastor at the Edmonton
Sourh church in Edmonton, Alta.

My wifc, Ivonne, was born in Iquiros, Peru and grew
up on the campus of Universidad Peruana Unién, our
Adventist university just ourside of Lima, Peru, before
attending medical school in Bolivia. We accepted the
call to Cambodia through the General Conference while
in Edmonton. When the calf was finalized, we had rwo
weeks ro say goodbye to our church members,chen one
month of pre-embarkation to sell our house, get rid of
our things we did not wish to rake with us, wrap up our
life in Canada, and say goodbye ro our family in Canada
and Peru. At che time our adventure was beginning, my
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wife had been sworn in asa Canadian citizen jusea short

time bef ore the call came, our daughter was only three
months old, and our son was not quitc two ycars old.

Afrer living forrwoycars in Cambodia, we spent five
years in the relatively new country of Timor-Leste (focally
called Timer-Lorassac). A predominantly Cacholic country
(itis 91 pereent Christian, 94.4 percent of whom arc
Catholic), Timor-Leste was officially eneered by the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in 1974—for only a
few months. Political instability forced the Australian
missionary to retreat as nearly 400 years of Porruguese
colonial rule came to an end. After only a few wecks,
the freshly discovered independence ended as Indonesia
invaded. Lt wasn't until another 10 years or so before the
Adventist Church re-established icself there. Wich the
bloody end of Indoncsian rule in che lace 1990s, mose
Advenrist members joined the flight from conflict and
combat, leaving only five known Adventists in the country
afer Timorcsc independence was restored.

The church began again and has rebuile o the 536
members, one church, three companies, and eight groups
it has today. There is one Adventist for every 2,138 people
in Timor-Leste. The Cacholicism thac exises in Timor-
Leste is, for the most pare, a syncretic blend of Cacholicism,
animism, ancestot wotship, and spitit worship. Thete is

also strong resistance to change; about 97 percent of
Adventists who convert experience somedirect form of
social, mental, or physical persceution.

Christmas in Timor-Leste wasanothcer new experience.
While Carholics celebrace Christmas and life-sized nativitics
are a common sight in every suco (neighbourhood)
throughout the capital of Dili during December, the
Adventise faith in Timor-Leste largely rejected Chrisemas.
Most Adventists believed it was wrong to observe
Christmas. There wete no decorations, presents, catols,
or even Scripture readings about the birth of Jesusin
the Adventist church during Christmas when we came
to Timor-Leste. Unfortunately, while church members
ignored the message of Jesus birth in church, chey
frequenly joined in the secular Christmas eradicions
when theywent home to friends and neighbours.

As che mission president, I found it challenging to
balance our church members' sensitive consciencesalong
with theirexpectantconfidencein our leadership with
our personal wishes and plans to make our family timeat
homespecial and reach our own growing children about
Jesus’ gif t to us. @ver the years, we had several church
forums discussing the dangers of Christmas marcrialism
and secularism versus the wonderful opportunity, as
suggested in the writings of Ellen G. White. to reach
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our friends and neighbours with the true story of Jesus’
birch and love.

Thanks to your 2015 Thireenth Sabbach offerings. the
Seventh-day Adventist Church began s First elemencary
school in Timoi-Leste. Christmas 2015 was celebrated
by a church full of parents and family members of non-
Advenrist studenrs, blended with our Adventist members,
joining to see and hear che scudents acting our, singing,
and reading Bible passages about the great gife that God
gave through Jesus, thehope of salvation, and the news
of Jesus” soon recurn. Members throughoue che country
are now encouraged ro plan community events ac
Christmas to tell the story of Jesus and proclaim His
soon return.

The following are some of che highlights of rhe
past eighe Chrisemases our family has experienced: our
Cambodian tradition of riding clcphants on Christmas
day; a special Christmas spene with AFM missionarics
in the hill country of Mondulkiri, Cambodia; our one
Christnas back in Canada during which our children
experienced freezing cold {going from 35°C ro -30°C),
snow, frozen lakes, skating, snow forts, and dog sledding;
seeing cuttlefish and sea turtles while snorkelling by Jaco
Island in Timor-Leste (where with che only foorprints
in rhe sand were our own); and having my wife’s parents
visiting us one year from their country of Peru (including
the “fun” part of nearly rolling our 4x4 Toyota Land

Christmas program at Timor-Leste Adventist school
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Cruiser Troopy on a washed-our back road righe aftera
downpour). Buc thetrue gifts we rreasure from those
Christmascs are the visual memorics of the faces of cach
unreached person touched by the love of God throughout
rhe yearas His Holy Spirit breathed a spark of eternal
lif ¢ into their heart.

We have since moved ro doing work based in the
Philippines. With so many Chrisemases and years apare
from our family, friends, and loved ones in Canada, the
Chrisrmas cards rarcly find us, and attimesw e long for
home. The tempration ro recurn is great, bue the need
around us is greater.

Now, as che dirccror of the Office of Adventist
Mission for the Southern Asia-Pacific Division of the
General Conference of the Seventh-day Advenrist
Church, I am blessed and challenged to support leaders
and to empower the work of mission to the lcast-reached
people in 14 countrics of Souch and Southcase Asia—
the heart of the 10/40 window. As [ visit che 42 largest
citiesin our territory, which range in size from 1 million
to 28.1 million—often with few members; as [ struggle
and pray wich chose engaged in work in highly resistant
communities where baptizing someone can resule in
unprisonment or deach for boch parricsi as 1 listen to
the Global Mission pioneers on the frontline in country
after country appealingtome fora higher wage so they
can feed cheir children and continue to serve God—

wil!iain ﬁﬁd nlyssi:a -enj oying fresh jackfruit




while knowing we must choose between reducing the Pray for the Holy Spirit to be poured inro the

frontline work or keeping their wage the same; as I lives of the unreachedro preparethemro receive
seruggle wich che immensicy of the work Ieft to be done the gospel and che chree angels’ messages in chis
among the unreached, and seruggle knowing the few otherwise impossible work. If you don't know
engaging in unentered areas in my territory ... what is where to starr, visit www.Global-Mission.org
my Christmas wish? and www.joshuaproject.nct.
This Christmas I have three wishes: [ wish thae every commicted Christian would
1 wish For cvery person reading this arricle co commit to praying every day toask God one
join mc in giving ar lcast 25 pereent of what question: “Whar can [ do tojoin You in com-
they spend on their Family chis Chrisemas o pleting Your work?" And chen do it in God’s
mission work of the Seventh-day Adventist POMWEL
Church in the lcast-reached areas of the world. A special chanks for che loving support and prayers
Our church is highly eng-aged in mission on of our family and friends in Canada and throughout the
the very front line, bur the resources are world. Please do nor stop praying for us and for God’s
diminishing proporrionally, not growing, worlk: Iishow welexist.

Every day I scc firschand the amazing work

. . Und let us not grew weary while doing good, for in due
and eremendous need of what is happening g Y g 800>,

secason we shall veap if wedo net lose heart. Therefore, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to
those who are of the house holel of faith”—Galatians 6:9,
10,NKJV m

directly through the Adventist Church organi-
zation thanks to your tiches and mission
offerings and your suppore of the GC Global

Mission program.

I wish thatevery Seventh-day Adventist would Merry Christmas from Wesley, ivonne, William, and

comtnit to choosing onc country in the 10/40 Alyssia Szamko serving God and the unreachedin
window and pray for it every weck. Pray for Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
the frontline Global Mission pioncers and Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore,
missionaries. Pray for the pastors and leaders. SriLanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam.

All statistics taken from joshuaproject.net and 2006 Quarter 2 statistics of the Southern Asia-Pacific Division ofthe General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
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Cambodian tradition of n‘din§ eiephants on Christmas Day
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9P AMAZING FACTS

(MINISTRIES
THANKYOU

We want to express our heartfelt gratitude to those who are
remembering “Amazing Facts Ministries” with their amazing
prayer support and donations for 2016. Your support enables
us to continue sharing through literature, books, DVD’s, radio

and television — God’s Message for this hour.

“New” Amazing Facts
Ministries can now be viewed
on Miracle Channel! Check
your local station for the
correct time inyour area.

¢ Miracle Channel
® Zoomer Media — Vision TV
¢ Vertical TV

' "’I 4
Right to left: Boug Batchelor (Pres. of Amazing Facts USA), Dr.Bruce Prokopetz {Pres) Shd
Rudy Harnisch (V.P. of Admin. and Finance) leaders of Amazing Facts Ministries Inc: Canadas

www.amazingfactsministries.com

P.O. Box 449 Creston, BC VOB 1GO | tel. 1.888.402.6070



“Those who loved you and were

helped by you, will remember you....”
Charles Spurgeon

We can help you.
Go to www.willplan.ca

email legal@adventist.ca or call 9054330011, ext. 2078
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ecently, [ was reminded once again

of the vase diff crence beeween reading

about something and experiencing
it firsthand. After reviewing the project
documents for the Advenrist Development
and Relief Agency’s (ADRA) work in
Ukrainein preparation for myrrip there,
I chought | had a firm handle on what to
cxpece.

ADRA has been working in Ukraine
ever since the conflice began in 2014.
Our cutrent projece is assisting pcople
in the East, ncar cthe frone line, with
unconditional cash granzs. This moncy
enables them to meet their most pressing
nceds, whetheritbe repairing homes from
shelling, or rent, medicine, or items for
wineer, such as clothing and coal. Most
of the people with whom we work are
pensioncrs, widows, widowcrs, and thosc
who arc simply unable ro lcave.

I went to Ukraine to report on our
work and its impact. But nothing in black
and whirc could prepare me for the people
I would encounter—and cheir srorics.
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Maria views one of the new windows installed in her ground floor apartment in Schastiya, Russia. Damage from the shelling isall too apparent.

While in Schasriya, a small rown nor
farfrom che front line, I had the honour
of visiting Maria Voronkina. At roughly
five feet rall, wich wispy white hairand a
facc lined by life and laugheer, she reminded
me so much of my own Baba, my grand-
mother. Maria is 83 years old. She isa
widow and livesaloneina small apartment
on the ground floor of her building. Her
ewo daugheers live far away, one in Russia,
the other across the front line. Maria
docsn’e hear much from the lateer.

The day the shelling of Schastiya began,
Maria was in the rown cencre. The shells
fell wichout any warning, save the surreal
whoosh before impace. Maria was struck
by flying shrapnel, which severely wounded
her leg. Somehow—and she can hardly
recall how—Mariahauled herself home,
where she promptly passed our on the floor.

Her ncighbours aceed fase, perf orming
first aid and geeeing Maria to the hospiral.
Shespent amonth in che hospiral, all the
while praying rhat the shelling wouldn'e
starc a war. She still had vivid, aching

memortes of Werld War II. As she was
telling me abouc this, she covered her
head and rocked back and forth, tamping
down the worst of the memories. “I know
whatwaris,” she said, hereyeslooking out
the window, seeing someching I couldn’t
see. “Ir’s exereme stress, and even worse,
ic’s fear”

Afeer spending a monch recovering
at the hospital, Mariawas finally able co
go home. She could hardly wait to recurn
to her haven. Bue upon returning, she
discovered gaping holes where her windows
had once been. The same day she had been
wounded, a shell had exploded outside her
building, blasting through the windows
and spewing shrapnelacross her walls and
ceiling. Her neighbours had come and
clearedaway the debris, bur Maria couldn’e
keep hersclf from crying, What was she to
do? She was a pensioner, barcly scraping
by. She had nosavings to draw from for
repairs. She had nowhere ¢lse to go.

Maria lived for a year and a half wich
just scrap board slapped across the holes.



In Ukraine, with ics long and harsh wincers,
living like rhis would be a hard rask for
anyone, let alone a widow of83 living

by herselt.

“Ibarcly managed,” she said, shaking
her head. “The room secmed to be very
small and moist. It was always dark. I was
very cold.” From the way she told her story,
I got cheimpression thatthe dark coldness
had encered more chan her apartment. I
could sense that Mariahadbeenin the
midst of a struggle against depression
and dcspair.

When she was rold thar she would
receive help in the form of an unconditional
cash grant from ADRA. sh¢ couldn’t belicve
it. She couldn’t believe thar anyonc would
help. The ficst rays of hope glimmered in
her heart, but they were not yet strong
cnough ro put her fzith in them. “Only
theday I gor the moncy on che card did
I believeit,’ she confessed sheepishly.

The moment she had the moncey in
hand, she putchased new windows and
hired che labour ro install chem. When

[ visited her, she had been enjoying her
new windows for almost a weck. “"Only
ADRA has helped me.Tam beyond
happy!” she beamed, crying ar the same
cime. “I pray for ADRA cvery night,” she
said, crossing hersell. “I pray that God
will bless your project and your workers!”

My favourite moment with Maria was
when she walkedover to her brand-new,
sun-soaked windowsill, looked up at the
sky with rearsofhappincss, and exclaimed,
“Rada!Rada! Rada!” This word, my
translator told me, meant “joyful.”

I didn’t need project documents ro
tell me the impact of this project (though
thosc are very important and crucial to
our work). I could see the difference with
my own eyes in the joy and gtatitude
emanating from Maria, bright and warm
asthclight from her window. I was
humbled o know chat our church, through
the agency of ADRA, was rouching her
lifc and changing her dark coldncss to
warm light.

I believe in the work of ADRA,

Standinginside her apartment, Maria enjoys the sunlight now streaming through her new windows. Right and bottorn photos show the devastation left by the shelling.

rthough most of the time I see ir only
through the lens of black ink on white
paper. Because of God’s grace and blessing,
I know we make a positive difference.
My rime in Ukraine showed me some

of these improvements firschand. Tam
so grateful to God thar we are meeting
the immediate, physical needs of our
ncighbours in distress. [ am cven more
grateful thar we are also bringing life-
changing hope, hcaIing, and light to hcarts
thart have been darkened by immensc loss
and gricf.

It is becausc of your prayers and
supportchat this kind of work happens,
Every heartfcle dyakuyr and s pasiba
{“Thank you” in Ukrainian and Russian)
thar was urtered to me I pass on to you.
May God bless you abundantly, for you
have been an abundant blessing. Thank
you. m

Heather Grbic is the church relations
coordinator for ADRA Canada.
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kingsway college

If you are interested in an Adventist Cihristian education
at Kingsway College, contact the enrolment office at

admissions@kingswaycollege.on.ca.
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Kingsway College Mission Statement:

reflect Jesus Christ and prepare students for His service.

RAKtivists

uilding connections can be tough,

whether it is your First year at a ncw school or

even just gereing to know new classmares. For
some, high schoolis the most memorable time; For oth-
ers itcan be such a challenge.

This school year ac Kingsway College, Campus Min-
istries has incroduced a new program called RAKrivisrs
(Random Acts of Kindness). RAKiivists are small
groups thac meet in multiple locations on the campus.
These groups consist of abour 10 to 12 studentsand are
led by a seaff member. One of the goals is for students to
build beteer conncctions within the smaller group and
hopcfully build long-lasting fricndships.

Another goal is to help create a fruicful environment
for connecting and parrnering with various local organi-
zations, such as Kings-way Pioncer Apartments (assisted
living facility), ABC Christian Bookstore, and College
Park Elementary School. One of the most recent activi-
ties RAKrivists cook part in was baking cookies and
grecting the scniors at Kingsway Pionccr Apartments.
Thisactofkindness resuleed in positive comments from
out seniors and may become a regular activicy—af'ter
all, who docsn't like freshly baked cookics once ina
while?

The positive feedback From our communiry helps

December 2016 ¥4

studenrs see che value of giving back and serving the
community, as our motro at KC is “Service Noc Fame,”
and it feels nice co give back to people who have, in
many ways, contributed to our school.

Selece RAKrivistgroups participated in another ac-
tivity chat served as an educational component, namely,
a conversation abour menrtal healch and awareness led
by the school chaplain, Campbell Page. Ic was an eye
opencr, because some of these students didnt know the
extent to which mental healch is affecting people in
Canada. The discussion was an avenue for students to
confront some stigmas abour mental health and, overall,
gave the groups morc knowledge on the ropic. Being in-
formed carlier in lif e means rhar our seudents share their
knowledge and help improve other people’s knowledge
about this issuc.

Overall, rhe groups have added a positive dimension
tothe studenr body because theyserve asaspacefor
connectien, and potentially, rhey may even draw some
of our studciits who aren’t Chiristians to Christ. Plcasc
stay tuned For more updates on our RAKrivists, and
hopefully we have inspired you to startyour own
groups! @

Mana Martin is a Grade 12 student from Windsor. @nt.



Construction begins
on high school buildings

New campus intorporates traditional art elements: The main building of the new high school campus, ad Jarent to the elementary school, features the
Ptarmigan Cree Cultural Centre (farright), funded by a private foundation in Calgary. A separate industrial arts building will house a welding shop furnished
by the Canadian Welding Assodatiion Foundatiion. Architectural drawa'ng and exterior design by Zayda Steinke.

fter a cremendous amount of prayer and hard work,

construction of Mamawi Atesketan Native School’s high

scheol and industrial arts cenere is underway. Excavation
of the site began shortly afrer Mamawi Aroskean Native School’s
(MANS) May 25 groundbreaking—an event that featured Native
Council members, governmene officials, as well as the Grammy-
nominated drum group Northern Cree.

A palpable sense of accomplishment and excitement pervaded
as the footings for the school were pourcd. “Wehave been dreaming
abour and planning for a high school tera long rime,' says MANS
principle Gail Wilton. “Finally seeing the ground workbegin
has created such a sense of excitement. The Lord is busy at work
here at Mamawi, and weare eagerly looking forward as we watch
His plans unfold”

The senciment is one that construction manager William
Piersanti shares. After five years of prayer, planning, and discussion,
he was ready ro begin construction. “The school is exacrly where
it nceds o be, and 1 can’t take che credit. I'm juse checlay working
in the clay,” he says wich a smile.

Rcﬂcctfmg on his involvement with the MANS projecr,
newly retired Alberea Conference seeretary, Larry Hall, echoes
the principal’s enchusiasm. “The MANS projectis one of the
most signiﬁcant, timely, and relevant mission projects ever
undertaken by a eremendous amount of dedication, wotk, and
praycr over che past few years, and it is truly onc of my grearest
delights ever to finally see irs construction begin.

The new project is having animpacton the communicy.
“TheLord has truly blessed chis project on behalf of a people
who have experienced so much injustice in our counery,” Hall
observes. "I tecently chaceed with several Firse Nations individuals
who could hardly tind words to cxpress their joy and the sensc
of hopc they have in dicdifference this MANS cxpansion will
make ro their communnity. I’crsonally, lLamvery gratcf ul roall who
have contributed financially and otherwise to make it happen.”

“The beginning of construction is the hand of God at work.”
says honorary campaign chair Larry Wilkins, “He seill liseens re
the prayers of average people. He still acts on rheir behalf. He
still performs miracles.”

Wilkins, who is himself First Narions, expressed gratitude for
the vision and commirment of Conf erence administrarors Larry
Hall and recently retired president Ken Wiebe. “I cannoe chank
them enough ter giving everyone involved with this ongoing
project the courage to believe. Their humble bravery solidified
our faith in rhe question of not whether the school would be
buile, bur when.”

“W hen I'am in my rocking chair,” concludes Wilkins, “I
know 1 will remember [Kenand Larry] and this eime wich joy
and intense gracirude. I will be smiling like a Cheshire Cac for
apparently no reason, bur for now, it’s back to work.” m

Myken McDowelf is communications assistant for the
Bridge Campaign, which funds the new high schoo!
buitdings of Mamawi Atosketan Native Scheol.




parkview adventist academy
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“fve really seen the Christian environment of
learning in how the teachers want to have
a personal relationship with their students.”

Parkview Adventist Academy places great importance on rhe
responsibility of being the Hrst choice for Seventh-day Adventist
srudenes in Weseern Canada. The families who sacrifice and
commit to placing their young pcople in che care of commiteed
rcachcrsarc a valucd supportto lcarning here on campus. For
the Johnsron family from Port Hardy, B.C., Advenrist educarion
did nor make rhe mosr sense, and yer every one of Audrey’s 12+
years has been spent in a Sabbath-observane school where the
teachers begin class with prayer.

“When [ was starring kindergarten, my parents had co decide
whether to send me to the public school that was one minute
from my house, or to the Adventist school, which was a bitof a
drive. My dad figured there was no harmin trying it our, so they
sent me ro Avalon Academy, juse co see if I'd like it.” She did.

Audrey’s communiry hasbeen buile through her experience
in Adventist education: “That’s how friendships start,” she says.
“At PAA, 1 discovered the friends I'm going to keep af ter school.
I mean, you are friends with whoever you're in classes with, bue
now I know I'm gerting close to the people I'll see for 30 years
ac alumni.”

The fricndly tonc of campus interactions begins with PAA's
teachers, and for Audrey, thar’s what made the biggest impression
on her growingfaith. “I've really seen the Christian enviroruuene
of lcarning in how the teachers wane to have a personal relacionship
with theirstudents. They're not just throwing work at them or
essentially nor caring. I had a friend who weur to public school
where the teachers make ic apparent that they don’c want ro be
there as much as the students, but here the teachers carcand will
do anything and everyching ro make sure you do well.”

Audrey knows about this commitment firsthand because
PAA's vice-principal, Rod Jamieson, along with his wife, Tracey,
are the rcason she was ablc o study. “I was getting ready for
my Grade 10 ycar ar Avalon, bur something happencd, and just
beforeschoolstarted, they decided that they couldn’coffer high
school. Sowc werestuck with an cducational emergency, and
my dad, who used to fish wich Jamicson, called him up. They
made the plan for me to enroll in PAA righr away, and that’s
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how I ended up leaving the town I grew up in and che school 1
had artended for 10 years, and movingro Alberta, which T had
nevereven visited before”

The transition was made easicr as Audrey found her fie. “I've
never hada problem with making friends, bue when I firse gor
here, I was incredibly shy. I was new and didn’t know anyone,
bue when classes srarred and there were tryouts for ecams, and
all char, it was easier to meet people. I've been on the volleyball
team for three years now, which has helped me grow quire a bir
as a player and a person.”

Somc of Audrcy’s favourite memorics at PAA have been made
while travelling ro tournaments with her team, or attending class
partics, banquets, and other campus events as a studene, bur chere
arca few special peeple who made her rime here significant. “@nc
teacher [facilirated] Discussion Fridays for Bible class,and 1
would geeroask random questions abour God and stuff without
any judgment, Anocher helped me with tutoringevery day lase
yeat, which shows that they really, really carc.”

PAA provides a safe and caring learning environmenc char
considers che serengths and seruggles of every studene. For
Audrey, now studying at Burman University, this connection
has proved to be invaluable. Sometimes the option that scems
to make sensc is nor the one that makes a difterence, and the
dift erence is seen clearly ac PAA. m

Katelyn Ruiz is the director of public relations
at Parkview Adventist Academy.



education

Using distributed learning to

Bricish Columbia isa REACH! conference,
and we are always searching for ways to
bring alignmentberween our churches
and schools. Onc of the ways West Coast
Adventist School (WCAS) promotes this
alignment is through providing distributed
learning. In addition to our students who
school at home, WCAS also supports
local churches in providing Adventist
educational opportunities in locally
organized learning centres.

A lcaming centreisaun iquc lcarning
environment that pairs the local church
with WCAS. In atraditional eLearning
cnvironment, students are supported in
meeting the curricular objectives at home
by their parents. In a learning centre,
parents and the church come rogether
to provide a classroom and a supcrvisor
to help the studencs wich cheir courses.
These learning centres are autonomous
in the running and hiring of the local
supcervisor, while WCAS provides teachers,
curriculum, and provincial academic credirs.

Approximately five years ago the
McBride Scventh-day Adventist Church
partnered with WCASas an option for
maintainingan educarional presence in
the Robson Valley area. At its inceprion,
the lcarning centre provided courses for
students from junior to scnior high school,
while the lower grades were taughtat
Robson Valley Junior Academy (RVJA).

promote alignment in

Eyafidon Hollan

Students with thei Super

Unfortunatcly, RVJA wasnorablero run
as a school during the 2013/2014 scheol
year. Instead, all 15 students attended the
learningcenerc.

Through God’s blessing, a reacher,
Laura Kozak, accepted the call to rhe
tiny communiry, and RV JA again opened
irsdoors in Scptember 2014 to 16 lower-
grade and eight upper-grade studenrs.
Kozak taughr rhe lower grades. and the
upper grades remained as a leatning centre
with WCAS under the supervision of
Brandon Holland.

This past September, RVJA had an
enrolment of 29 students. Instead of hiring
a new teacher, che church decided co run
aGrade 1-6 classroom wich 21 studencs
and continue the leacning centre chrough
WCAS forkindcrgarten and Grades 7—-
10. Today, RVJA and the learning centre
are flourishing under the direction of
tcacher Laura Holland (note the change
of last namc), scerceary lrene Tiviss, and
the two learning cenere supervisors,
Brandon Holland and Cheryl Lipke.

Thestudentshave wondeful things to
say abouc their learning centre experiences.
Daniel shared that he “really likes the
learning centre. It combines che Christian
cducational curriculum and kind tcachers
from West Coast wich the seruceurc of a
school.” Heather added char she likes
“being able o interact with the younger
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kids.” Mathca admirred, “1 love waking
up every motning to go to school because
I get 1o sce my friends and lcarn some-
thing ncw each day” Nachan is “chankful
For WCAS ro be helping chese learning
centres across the province,” and he hopes
they continue until Jesus comes. Finally,
Raylene shares thar wichour WCAS and
the learning cenere, “we probably wouldn’e
srill have this school running. God has
definitely blessed our little school with
the use of WCAS.”

Through this pattnership, God is
blessing the McBride SDA Church, rhe
learning centre, and RV JA. The church
is full of children on Sabbath morning,
and several of the parents have begun
artending services regularly. WCAS is
proud to be able to promote the BC
REACH goals of alignment and educating
for eternity while it pateners wich local
churches to provide Advencist cducation
to studentsanytime and cverywhere.
Ifyou would like more information on
providing school achome or on starting
alcarning centre in your church, pleasc
contact WCAS in one of the following
ways. Call 877/853-5053, email otfice
@wecasdl.ca, or check out our website ar
www.weasdl.ca. B

Lisa Clarke is the West Coast Adventist
Scheol principal and curriculum coordinator
for the British Columbia Conference.

'REACH is an acrenym that represents the following core values (1) Revlval and Transformation, which is about eur
relationship with Ged; (2) Educatien for Discipleship, which is abeut growing streng in Christ; {3) Alignment Within
the Church, which is about cellaboratien; (4) Community Outreach and Evangelism, which is about witness; and (s}
Healthy Leadership and Management, which'is about effective erganization.
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British Columbia

Charles Aguilar Joins ADRA Uganda

Chariles Ed 1l Aguilarand his wife, Elizabeth

OnAug. 28, Charles Ed II Aguilar ended a four-year min-
istry as communication director of the British Columbia
Conference to serveas rhe new country director for ADRA
Uganda. Charles will begin at ADRA Uganda on Sept. 27, 2016,
where his main responsibilities will encompass steacegizing—
vision, planningand design, resource managemene, and people
development.

Joining Charles on this journey will be his wif e of 16 years,
Elizabeth, and their three children. Elizabeth, aregistered dental
hygicnisc, will serve ADRA Uganda and the Uganda Union of
Sevench-day Adventists as a technical assistant for healeh; and
Jewel (Grade 9),Jade (Grade 6), and Onyx (Grade 4) will continue
their education via West Coast Adventist School, the British
Columbia Conf crence’s distance learning school.

Charles can be described as a Renaissance man, with a unique
background—includinga BA in Theology and a Diploma in
Digical Design from Vancouver Film School—that has taken
him places he never imagined. I never dreamed of working
for the British Columbia Conference office, much less as com-
munication director. I worked as a Bible worker, youth pastor,
school chaplain, church plantcr, and church pastor (in the
conference] before accepting [the communications role].”

Each experience proved valuable as he helped various
departmencs sce and guide a communication scrategy chrough
rhe use of rhe web, print, video, social media, radio, and newsleeeers.
He also facilitated communication workshops for colleagues and
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churches on topics as wide-ranging as branding
and marketing, fundraising, cvangelism and
community outrcach, live-streaming, website
maintenance, video production, and photography.
Forhis pare, Charles is graceful for many of
the unique projects he was involved in as the BC
Conference’s communicacion direcror. He cites
his most outstanding memory as when the board
of dircctors convenced at Camp Hope to chare
a tangible initiative for the conference’s local
churches and schools—“to REACH British
Celumbia and Yukon wich a Christ-centred
message of hope and wholeness.” Charles
choroughly enjoyed being parr of the process
“frem inception to conception o witnessing
the growth and application of REACH in the local churches
and schools.” He also loved his work on the frontlines with
pastors, helping them wich various projeces and workshops, and
equipping them with relevant mediaand communication cools.

Charles’s co-workers have no doubt that he will continue to
be a flese-rare example in his minisery, carrying lessons learned
and skills gained from the BC Conference to his workac ADRA
Uganda. Wesley Torres, current BC Conference president, stared,
“The members of the BC Conference were really blessed by the
spiritual, commitced, cfficicnc, ereative, and fruitf ul ministry
of Charles for che last 11 years. He ser an example of a faichful,
friendly and hard-working servant as he ministered to God’s
people as a church pastor and for the last four ycars as an
cxcellent communication direceor.”

But whilc it’s net casy to say goodbye, Charles is happy to
expand his horizons. “Working for ADR A has been a dream of
minc since college years. I am looking forward to che challenge
of sharing the loving, just,and mercif ul character of God in
situations and places with very limited resources.” He is inspired
by this quote: “In sympathy and compassion we are to minister
to thosc in need of help, secking with unsclfish carnestness to
lighten rhe woes of suffering humanicy.™ m

—Karen Hemrich, Secretary,
Communications 8epartment,
British Columbia Conference

'Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 104.
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Volunteers pitching in for Cranbrook SOA Church's first What-Can-I-Do-for-You day.

What-Can-I-Do-For-You? Day

he forecast for Sunday, Sepr. 18, had

been 90 percent chance of precipitation.
The weather did not look promising for
a group of church members from che
Cranbrook Seventh-Day Adventist Church.
The personal ministries ream had picked
this dace for a community outrcach evene
that had been planned forover 10 months.
But when God'’s people pray, anything is
possible! Prayers were answered when
Sunday morning arrived wich bluc skics
and sunshine! The group went our in their
community, starting with the sereets closest
to their church, for eheir first W hae-can-
I-do-f or-yeu? Day. The church hepes co
make chis an annual and growing event.

Equipped with a trailet of tools such

as rakes, lawn mower, weed whacker, and
soon, rhegroupwas ready co work. They
went door to door wearing bright yellow
T-shirts. with the question of the day
writcen on the frone, “6har Can { Do
Far Yeu?"Some people were curious about
this free offer but had norhingoatside
their home rhat needed to be done, and
otherswere surprised and graceful for
the service. A few community residents
expressed their hope to see the group
reeurn to cheir home every year to come.
The goal of this outing was to make
people’s day, ro bring smiles ro their faces,
and most importancly to be Jesus' hands
on this carch. We mee many elderly persons
in the community who were nor able to
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do some of their basic yard work anymore,
and we encountered working parents who
could usc an cxtra hand. It was a joy for
the group to brighten people’s days and
lives wich not only their colourful T-shirts
and warm smilcs bue also their scrvice. It
was an honour for the group to be able ro
go and represenc rheir church and God in
the commumity.

Onc geneleman whose property che
group spent signiﬁcant time cle:ming up
shared, “I probably shouldn’t tell you this,
but I'm kind of an achcist.” The group
quickly assured him thar this was no
barricr at all to the service and chae chey
were delighted to be a blessing to him
that day. After che group visiced with him
for some rime, he concluded rhe chae with
“I hope you guys come back every year,
and maybe I'll come hang ourt with you
guys if you don’t preach ac me.” Some of
the church members who met chis man
have been praying for him since and are
cxcired ro secc how God may continuc ro
use che church o bring this dear man ro
a relationship wich Christ.

Mark 10:45 says, “For even the Son
of Man came nor to be served bat ro
scrve, and to give His life asa ransom for
many.” Alchough the primary purpose
of this outreach was ro serve others. it
was witdoubtedly a gif tro the church
members who participated. What a joy
and privilege it is to show Christ’s love
to others chrough service. m

—Tammy Molina, Co-Leader,
Personal Ministries,
Cranbrook Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Maritime

Maritime Conference Ordination

n the Sabbath of July 23, 2016,
during campmecring, the Maritime
Conference ordained Paul Llewellyn and
Pavid Hamilton.
Paul Llewcllyn was born in PEI and
grew up in Toronco. He arrended Advencise

schools for most of his clementary and
sccondary school ycars. Early on, he rold
the Lotd chat he would become a pastor,
and whilc attending Andrews Universiey,
he became a eeacher instead. The Lord
slowly moved him into minisery from

tcaching. Llewellyn raughr in our school
system for 13 years (ninc of those years
teaching teligion), After beinga youth
pastor in Toronto hc moved into admin-
iseration ar the Ontario Conference, where
he spent four ycars as camp, assistant youch,
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and men’sministries director.

He and his wife wanted rto raise cheir
children in a more rural location and in
2009 received a call to come to Nova Scoria
to pastor the Annapolis Valley churches.
W ichin two years he moved to Halifax as
superintendent of education, as well as
youth and camp director, and also became
the executive secretary of the Maritime
Conference a few years later. Heloves to
serve the Lord and loves to sec yeuth and
young adules become active in ministry
in the Maritimes.

Paull is married to Sonya, and they are
nowcempey nesters. Their daughrer, Jessica,

isatcending Red Deer College for nursing.

Cheryl and David Hamilton; Pauland Sonya Llewellyn.

Their son, Daniel, is actending Burman
University to pursue a degree in biology.
David Hamilton was born in Kingston,
Onr,, and grew up learning o operate
heavy equipment. He artended Adventist
schools for Gradcs 8-13. Upon graduating,
David worked for his Father’s construction
company and then decided o become a
civil engineer. After graduation, with
borh a bachelor’s aid a master’s degree
in civil engincering from @ueen's
University, he worked in Kingston,
then moved sourh to work for the U.S.
Army Corps ofEnginccrs.
Afrer 12 years of being rorally
immersed in his career, David woke up

Halifax Church AY in the Park

For the month of July and August, the Halifax Advencist
Youth have been ministering in song art the public gardens en
Spring Garden Road. The “Praise in the Park” first starred on
July 16 and was planncd as a prayer walk, but as the group started
singing, pcrsons walking in the park joined them and stareed
requesting favourite chorus or hymns. The youth decided ro ler
the Holy Spirit lead, and the group ended up singing for two
and halfhours praising God. You could say that the program
was hijacked, in a good way, by the Holy Spiric.

Onlookcrs were asking if the group would be backagain next
Saturday, so the group did rhesame acrivity rwo more Sabbath
aftcrnoons. Every rime we ministered, tourises were prescnt.

We have mer individuals from Connecricur, Illinois, from ocher
provinces in Canada, and from other parts of the wotld. One

to his need for God. He mer Cheryl, who
was speaking about ADRA in Cambodia
ar a campmecting in the GulfStaces. They
married in August2000. David graduated

with a Master of Divinity from Andrews

University in 2010.

David and Cheryl have three children:
Nachan, Rebekah, and Andrew. The
children are homeschooled and are always
looking for ways to scrve the Lord.

David and his family have been serving
in the New Glasgow, Pugwash, and Truro
church district since graduarion, as well
as atimc in North Sydncy, and is now
working with members from New Glasgow
to planta new church in Antigonish. He
alsodcsigned and oversaw the construction
of the new church in Pugwash. His grearest
passion is to study the Bible with people
and help chem prepare for the soon
recurn of Jesus!

The ordinarion sermon and ordination
charge was given by Daniel Stojanovic,
vicc-presidenr of administration of the
Scventh-day Adventist Church in Canada.
Mark Johnson, president of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church in Canada, offered
rhe ordination prayer. Roy and Penny
Uffindcll gave a formal welcome ro the
candidates and cheir wives. The Maritime
Conference would like to congratulate
Paul Llewellyn and David Hamilton and
their familics. We wish them God's blessing

in their ministries. m

also handed oue GLOW tracts and had a prayer circle cach time,
inviting onlookers to join us. At rhe last Praise in the Park, in

couplc fFrom Illinois said that they had been yearningfor praisc
music, and when they heard us in the park, they got so exciced
and followed the singing. We did not only minister in song bur
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our praycr circle, cveryonc was given the opportumity to say
somcthing that they were thankful for. We praise God for Ris
blessings and for che opportunity to minister in song. m
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Ontario

Service, a Lifestyle at Really Living

Ralph \Waldo Emerson said i t best
when he stared thae “che purposc of
lifeis not tobehappy. Iristobe useful,
to be honourable, to be compassionate,
ro have it make some diff erence char you
lived and lived well ™

At Really LivingSeventh-day Adventist
Church, it is our goal ro really live and do
so by helping others in nced. A major
focus of our church is to have a presence
in our local community, and a greacway
for us ro do this is by providing various
services for them. Some of che evenrs thar
we have dene so far this year include a
Community Food Drive, Oil Change for
Single Moms, Active Living Boor Camp,
and a Mcga Sports Camp. Ac Really Living,
we identify well wich the scriprure “Do
nor neglect to do good and to share what
you have, for such sacrif ices arc pleasing
tothe Lord” (Heb. 13:16). We countita
privilege ro usc our resources ro bring
glory ro God.

Through our small-group ministry.
on Sacurday, May 28, 2016, scveral of
our church members collected food from
3,000 diffcrent homes in the Hamilton
communiry ro donate to Ncighbour ro
Ncighbour Food Bank, an activity we do
annually, The coerdinator at Neighbour
to Neighbour very much appreciated that
we took the rime to go our and collect
donarions. This community outreach was
done collectively as a church and breught
us even closer together as a church family.

One of the core values at Really Living
Seventh-day Adventist Churchis living a
balanced life that focuses on mind, body,
and spirit. We believe char our bodics are
temples of God, as mentioned in I Corin-
thians 6:19. To honour God with our
bodies, we held rhe Active Living Boot
Camp. After a chorough interview process
we brought on Marta Fowler as our firness
trainet. Two of our members, Bentley
Rarteay and Don DeMedeiros, spear-
hcaded chis cvene.

During the months of May and June
we offered 16 workout sessions, as well as
scven afrernoonhikes on Sabbachs. The

Eric Hernandez servicing a vehicle for one of the moms who participated in the church’s 0il Change for Single Moms.

hikes were a way for our church members
and the community membets co interace
and getto know onc anothera liztde beeeer.
About 30 individuals participated in chis
event. A few of our membets were a parr
of this program, buc che major focus was

£o interact more \Vi[]\ COI]\IHUJ'Ii()’ IIlCI“bCI‘S,

The boer camp was free of charge and had
agreat community turnoue. Sucvivors of
the boot camp were awarded T-shires for
all of cheic hard work. Another boor camp
is expected to begin sometime this fall
Next, we had our Oil Change for Single

“This Quotation is commonly attmbuted to Emerson, but speculation as to its origin does exist.

Moms, championed by our senior pastor,
Francis Douville. This rook placc on
Father’s Day, Sunday, func 19, 2016. We
had che opportunity to service 10 cars
for single moms and also rook rthe rime
to dcrail and wash cheir cars. In addition,
face painting was oftered for the children
accompanying their mothers. The mothers
were all so appreciative of gerring their
cars scrviced for frec. Biff crent businesscs
donated oil and oil filcers ro make chis
eff orea success, including Mountain

Aurtotcch, A& A Biscount Auro Parrts,
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Parr Source, and Tigercat Industries Inc.
We also had help from other sponsorssuch
as Tim Horrtons, Costco, and Tik Tok
Media. Many thanks te our church mem-
bers who came outand volunteered. This
cvenc is scheduled to happen again on
Oct. 30, 2016. As a church body, we had
agreat rime interacting with the mochers
and children who came out to this event.
Most recencly, we conducted our
first-ever Mega Sporrs Camp led by our

children’sand youth pastor, Daniel Madden.

From July 25-29, we held a camp at our
local Adventistschool, Grandvicw
Adventist Academy. Fifecen children

participated in either the sports camp or
the drama camp, led by members from
our church. Five children who came were
nor aftiliaced wich our church and thus
formed new friendships. We received
grear feedback and hope to bring back
Mega Sports Camp next year wich one or
more addicional sports and an extended
time pcriod. Because spccia] incerest in
drania was cxpressed. our church may
begin adrama club soon! After the camp
finished, we culminated ourt fun together
at Wild Wacerworks here in Hamilcon.
Parcnts and children from thecamp came
along for rhe fun and cven broughe some

friends with them. We had a blast!

We ar Really Living ate committed to
scrving others in our conumunity and
building relationships with chose outside
of our church. We have more exciting
ourrcach idcas thac arc just waiting for
rakers who want ro see God lead them
through chat journey of serving others.
We arte excited for what rhe fucure holds
and anricipatc God doing grcar chings
through us as a church family. We would
love to hear about some of the grear things
you arc doing or plan to do in your
communitics and to know about how
your church is really living! m

Alberta

Alberta Conference Constituents Elect a
New President and Secretary/VP for Administration

Almyra and Gary Hodder

Cheryl and Wayne Williams

Iberea Sevench-day Adveneise

Conference delegates gathered on
Oct. 2, 2016, atrhe Collcgc Heights
Seventh-day Adventisr Church in
Lacombe. Alea., to conduct cheir quad-
rennial consriruency session. Along with
numerous reports received and bylaw
changes, Alberea Conference delegates
elecced Gary Hodder as ptesidene, Wayne
Williams as secretary/vice-president for
adminiscracion, and re-clected Keich
Richeer as treasurer.

Hodder (currently execurive secretary
for the Ontario Conference) replaces
Ken Wicbe, whose retirement became
effective ar the end of the session, and
\Williams (currently a pastor in the Oneario
Conference) replaces Larry Hall, whose
rearement also became cff ective at the
cnd of the session. Richeer has been wich
the Alberta Contference since 2006, having
scrved as treasurer since 2011,

Dan Jackson, North American Division
president, started che day ottby shatinga
powerful message about Jonah. “Godis
in the people-changing busingss,” stated
Jackson.

> > SDACC REVOLVING FUND REPORT:
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Formoreinformation or to make a deposit, contact Girly Quiambao—quiambao.girly@adventistea; 905/433-0011.

Declegates approved the following two
major changes to the bylaws:

@ Voted ro implementa quinquen-
nial (every five years) session in
alignment with other Canadian
conferences and the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Canada
(SDACC).

¢ Vored that departmental directors
and associate directors be evalu-
ated by EXCOM wichin a year
after each regular quinquennial
scssion.

Ken Wiebe gave some encouraging
closing remarks before SDACC execurive
secretary, Daniel Srojanovic, dismissed
the delegates wich prayer.

The day’s proceedings were posted
live to Alberta Conference social media
feeds such as Facebook and T'wirter.
Further comments or questions about
thc session can be direcred to Kceich
Richrtcr, trcasurcr. m
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SDA Church in Canada

Zimbabwe Adventist Women Abroad Conference

“I have not set foot in an Adventist church for 10 years....”

housands of miles away from land-

locked tiny southern African country
of Zimbabwe, 16 women from this country
came together in Barric, @nt. Sharing
their Zimbabwean heritage and Advenrise
taith, they came to spend time in fellowship,
praycr, praisc, and rclationship building.
At che end of the chree-day retreat, I was
struck by ewo comments from ewo young
ladies.

The first, a baptized Adventist said, “I
have nor set foot in an Adventise church
tor 10 yeats. This is the closest I have ceme
to church. Thank you for inviting mc.”

The sccond young mocher shared, “I
am astaunch Cacholic and I don’t know
what my mother will think about me

spending rime with you ladies.” She later
sentatextmessage of appreciation, saying,
“It’s funny how God works. I have been
prayrng for group of God-fearing women
thae [ could be comforeable with to pray
and share and learn. This has been one of
my constant recurring ncw ycar resolutions.
And here you all arc. Blessed 1 am.”

This year marked the second retreat
for the women meeting as Zimbabwe
Advenrist Women Abroad Conference
(ZAWAC) Canada. Similar meetings
have been held in the United States,
where ZAWAC was born. The purpose
of ZAWAC is to createa platform where
Zimbabwean women can find one anocher
while finding themselves in the diaspora.

The vibrantand harmonicacappella
singing of the handtul of ladies who
soundcd likc a mighty choir attracted
the atcention of other conference centre
guests. Sobeaurif ul was the music thar the
guests requested the women to minister
to them in song at dinner rime.

The conference centre’s general manager
sent & message: “Although I didn’t have
the pleasure of experiencing the singing
myself, I am rold by staff who did rhar
your ladics had truly beaueiful voices.”

May God continue to bless chis
blossoming ministry aswe scck out our
sisters who are caughe in the busyness thae
characerizes lifc in Norch America. m
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EDUCATION.FAITH
Are you seeking an
24k astonkil aRvirBrrihn? LOVING GOD, LOVING SERVICE, SERVING HUMANITY

Where... (’

Students Matter
Learning is Fostered

Faith is developed
A PLEASANT VALLEY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Achmbnd Exhi st

CHOOSE PEEL. EDUCATION FOR ETERNITY

targe Enough for Excellence
Smail €nough to Core 1B02 65th AVENUE, VERNON, BC VIT3M7  250.545.7852

The Process for Nominators:

.

Must be a stakeholder {(superintendent, princlpal, school board member, teacher, pastor, school staff member, parent, student, or church member}.
Must not be immediate family members of the nominee.

1f the nominee s a teaching principal, the nominator mustselect either Teach'ing or Administrator Award. All letters of recommendation must sup-
port the appropriate award they are being nominated for.

®important- please check with local sonference or boarding academy tosee If the teacher and/or administrator that you want to recommend fulfills
the requirements for the Nominee noted befow.

Mustcomplete the Nomination Form, Letter of Recommendation Form, and a Letter of Recommendation.

Must find two other stakeholders {one from each of the two other categories), unrelated to the nominee, to complete the Letter of Recommenda-
tion Form and write Letters of Recommendation. Forexamgple, if the nominator is someone from the School Leadership categoty (Superintendent,
Princlpal, or School Board Member), the remaining two letters of recommendation must be from each of the remaining categories, one from
Colleagues (Teacher, Pastor, or School Staff Member) and one from School Community (Parent, Student, or Church Member).

Nominee:

Must have a valid Standard. Professional, or Administrator denominational teaching cert'dficate.

Recipient of teacher award must have a minimum of one full year teaching experience in the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada school
system.

Recipient of the administrator award must have a3 minimum of two years of administrator experience at the current school to be eligible forthe
administrator award.

Must be a teacher or administrator who is employed at least half time for the Seventh-day Adventist Church In Canada school system

Must not have received an Excellence Award within the last five years.

{A list of teachers who have received awards are posted on CATnet - http://catnet.adventist.ca.)

Itis our hope thatthe SDACC Excellence in Education Award will insgire our teachers-and schoot administrators to always strive for excellencein teaching
and service, and that those who are presented with this prestigious award will truly appreciate ttas a token of our thanks for havmgthem as excellent
teachersin our school system.

Please take the time to nominate your Adventist School teacher or principal today. Nomination forms can be found on CAT~net,
hetp.//catnet.adventist.ca under Resources- SDACC- Excellence in Education Award or you may call the SDACC Office of Education at 905.433.0011 x2072.

A Wil Deadline Aptil 153 R
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B Announcements
PROCESS:

« All announcements {non-
profit events, new member
notices, birth announcements,
weddings, anniversaries,
obituaries, and tributes) should
be emailed to Aimee Perez
(perez.aimee@adventist.ca}
or faxed to her attention at
905/433-0982.

« Every individual named In
the announcement must be
aware of the submission and
have granted the submitter
approval for printing.

« Obituaries must be submitted
on the appropriate form,
completed and/or approved
by a family member of the
deceased. The forms (both
printable and electronically
submitable) are available at
www.adventist.ca/messenger.

« The Messenger assumes no
liability for typographicat
errors or responsibility for
inaccuracies originating in
submitted material.

«For more information about
Messenger anneuncement
policies, go to www.adventist.
ca/messenger, click “Writers’
Guidelines” then click
“announcements.”

B Announcements

The Portage church is looking for
the following missing members:
John Richard Brown, Kathleen
Chandler, Laswrence Chandler, Clace
Grace, May Grace, Judy Pashe, Alison
Perchak, Wendy Picrson. [f you have
acurent phone number and address
forany of these people, please contacr
Barbara Thomas ac 204/857-6528 or
barbaral7@shaw.ca.

B New Members

MARITIME

Ashley Boehner was baptized in
Pugwash, N.S..on July 30, 2016. by
Jared Browne. She is a member of the

Halifax church.

Darren Brimble wasbaptized in
Halifax, N.S..on May 21,2016, by
Kevin Scoct. He began awend'ug asa
result ofuvnngclisn'c meetings. Heis
now a mumbcr DF(hC Ha]ifax L‘hurch.

Rose-Marie Cormier was baptized
in Miramichi, N.B., on April 23,
2016, by Lisc byc Luchmun. She
bcg:ln .’lttcnding asa l'csulr thcallh
meetings in 2008 and Bible scudies
throughout rhe years. Sheis now a
ﬂ]Cn]bCl’ DFthC BOU('mUChC Compan,v‘

Paul Cranidge was baprized in
Halifax, N.S., on May 21, 2816, by
Kevin Scote. He bcgan Hd m.'nding asa
result ofcvangclim'c meetingy. He is
nowa member of the Halitax church.

Melanie Duguay was baptized in
Pugvash, N.S.. on July 30,2016,
by Métard Salomon.Shelsnowa
member of the Moncron church.

Randy Ebbett wvas baptized in
Pugwash, N.S.. on July 30, 2016

by David Hamilton. He is now a
member of the New Glasgow church,

Benjamin Graves was baptized in
Fox Point, N.S., on Apr:1 30, 2016,
by Kevin Scott. He is now a member
of the Fox Point church,

Rebekah Hamilton was baptized
in Pugwash, N.S., on July 22,2016,
by David Hamilton. Sheis nowa
memberof the New Glasgow church,

Katelyn Knight was baptized in
Hampton, N.B., on Junc 11,2016,
by Ricky Schwarz Il Sheis nowa
member of the Maranatha church.

Kevin McGrath vas baptized in
Daremouth, N S, on June 25,2016,
by Kevin Scote. He is now a member
of the Dartmouth church.

Aubaine Niyonkuru was baprized
in Halifax, N.S., on July 16, 2016.
Sheis now a member of the Halifax
church.

Egide and Janet Niyonkuru were
accepted on profession of faith in
Halifax, N.S., on ]uly 16,2016, and
May 21,2016, respectively. They are
now members of the Halifax church.

Alyssa Parent was baptized in
Pug\va:h, N.S., on July 30,2016,
by Ricky Schwarz II. She isnowa
member ofthe Maranatha church.

BRITISH COLYMBIA
AND YUKON TERRITORY

Natthakarn (May) Kitwattana-
wong wasbaptizcd in Kelowna,
R.C,, on Aug. 27, 2016, by Camceon
Kororko. Sheis now a member of
the Rutland church.

Jacob and Isaac McPherson were
baptizcd in XWhitchorse, YT, on
April 23, 2016, by Joscph Secel. They
did Bible studies with Pascor Steel
following an cvangclistic serics by
Anthony Ketn. They arc both
members of the Whitehorse church.

HE Births

Luna Talitha Marcinyk was born
on April 27,2016, re Jasonand
Leanne (née Adams) Marcinyk of
Red Decr, Al

Emerson Ezrah Richter was
born June 12, 2016, to Denck and
Rena (née Bannister) Richeer of
Edmonton, Alta.

B Anniversaries

Ken and Celest Corkum of Paradisc,
Nfld., celebrated cheir 504 \vcdding
anniversary on Aug. 14,2016, with

t‘;\mily near Loma Linda, Calif. The
Corkums have two children, Leroy of
Africaand Lucndaofl.oma Linda;
and two grandchildren.

Helmut and Jana Krause ot
Abbotsford, B.C.. celebrated their
30% wedding anniversacy on Sepe. 15,

2016. The Krauses have two daugheers,
Jarmifa (Lance) Van Arsdell and
Michelle (Corey) Redberg.

Wally and Dorathy Manw eiler
of Lower Nicola, B.C,, celebrated
their 504 wedding anniversary on

Dec. 30, 2015, with fanily and
friends. The Manweiletshave two
children, Rayctte (Lonnic) Hetland
and Trevor Manweiler: and four

grandchildren.

announcements

Leon and Doris Tonn of Kclowna,
B.C., cclebrared their 55* wedding

anniversary on July 2, 2016, with

friends in Kelownaas wellas wich
{amﬂy in Panotama. B.C. The Tonns
have two sous, Diermar (Yolima)
Tonn and Reinhardr (Carole) Tonn:
and Fuurgrandchildlcn.

B Obituaries

David Astleford was born on

April 24,1929, in College Place,
Wash..and died on Sepe. 13, 2016,
in Bassinghain, Lincolnshire, UK.
He studied ar Oshawa Missionary
C01|cgc‘ (now I\'inga\vny Co“cgc),
Canadian Junior College {now Burman
University), Newbold College, and
Atlantic Union Colkgc. Startingin
North Amecrica, he spenr 43 years

in church empleyment. over 33 of
which were in Africa, Asia, and the
Pacific. David is predeceased by his
pavents, Lunney and Bessic Astleford:
and brother, Marvin Astleford.
Surviving: wife, Della Asdeford; sons,
James (Dcebra) Astleford of Courrice,
Ont..John (Sharon} Asdeford of
Bassingham, Peter Astleford of
London, UK.: daughcer, Pamela
(®arrell) Humphrics of Mudgecraba,
Queensland, Australia; brocher,
Joseph Asdeford of Merrite, B.C.;
siseer, Mary Hilde of Lake Stephens,
Wash.: nine grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.

Audrey (née Boutilier)
MacBonald-Pangborne was

born on April3, 1928, in Halifax,
N.S. and dicd on Aug. 14.2016. She
was a faichtul member of dhe Halifax
chusch fer over 75 ycarsand mught for
many years in the children's division.
She was a foster parent for aver 30
years, fostering more chan 100 children
in that tume. Audrey is predeceased
by her parents, Ansley and Ida (née
Casley) Boutilier: first husband.
Donald MacDonald; sccond husband,
Paul Pangbomnc; sister, Beulah
MacBournic; and brother, Donald
Boutilicr. Surviving: sons, Donald
(Jeannette) MacDonald and Tony
{Mclissa) MacDonald: daughters,
Carroll (Jim) Ryan and Anita (Tadld)
MacDonald-Arunburg; sister, Anita
Lewin; brother, Tony (Betey)
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Boutilier; nine gr:lndchildr:n and 10
grear- grandchildren.

Joan Lorraine (née Squires)
Macvarish was boin on July 23,
1938, in Sr. John's, Nild,, and died
onSept. 12,2016,in Oshawa,Onr.
Joan is predeceased by herson, Gary
W hite; andparents, John and Phydlis
Sqaires. Surviving: sons, John (Sheila}
Fraser of St. Albere, Alta‘.T:rry (Lisa)
Fraserof Kelowna, B.C,; daughtcr,
Linda (_]ohn) Mash of Oshawa;
brorhers. Doug (Floicnce) Squires
ufSt._luhn's.]chn (Bcvurl)') S(Iuin:s
of St. John's. David (Audrey) Squires
of St. John’s; sisters, Veia (Hugh)
McGarvie of St. John's. Ruby {Bill)

Ryan of'$t.John’s; eighe grandchildren,

scven grc:zr-grandchildrcn, and rwe
great-great-grandchildren.

Irene (née Korpman) Marttinen
wasborn on Junc6, 1924, in Tallinn,
Estonia, and died on Scpt. 17, 2016,
in Brantf ord, Ont. Shchasbeena
home missionary assistanr, atsistanr
treasurer, and childeen’s division
PIanisrar various churchesin the
Toronroarca.Irene is predeceased
by her husband, Lco Marttinen; and

Centuy,

CENTURY 21 ADVANTAGE
905, 4747 - 67th St Red Deer, ABTAN 6H3

Jon:  403.302.0800
Denise: 403.302.9498

www.realeslaleinreddeer.com
Fax: 1.888.530.8784

Email: jon8realestoteinreddeer.com
denise@realestoleinreddeer.com

sister, Ellen Riisman. Surviving: son,
Andrew(Mia) Marttinen of Branetord;
brother, Ralf (Vera) Koipman of
Elorida; sister, Heljc Heinoja; and
four grandchildrcn.

Earl Matthews was born on June I,
1928, in @shawa, Ont., and died on
Aug. 16, 2016, in Windsor, Ont. He
wasa |0ng{lu'nc mCr"bL'l'Of‘thC CO]ICE‘C
Park church in Qshawa, serving as
dcacon and Pathﬁndcr lcadcr. ]—[C was
also an enchusiastic member of the
Qutdoor Club. Earl is predeccased
by his wif ¢, Violet Magthews; and
brother, John Maracle. Surviving:
daughters, Paula {Male) Hornia.chek
of Windsor, Ont., Shelagh Mackay of
Bavis, Calif; brother, Arthur (Ruby)
Von Guneen of Bowmanvitle, Ont.;
sister, Carol Ashb yof Qshawa; and
twograndchildren.

Irene (néeRoss) McEachren-
Moores-Radcliffe was born on
Jan.29,1922,in Rrandon, Man ..
and dicd on June 27.2016. in Loma
Linda, Calif. irenc is pn:dun::uud b)'
her firsr husband, Roberr McF.achren;
second husband, Phitip Moorcs; third
husband. Raberr Raddliffiu. Surviving:
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daughters, Heather McEachren of
SanDicgo. Calif, Lyla McEachren of
Forest Falls, Calif., Rhonda Qchoa of
Forese Falls; thice grandchildien and
owo great-grandchildren.

Gwen Simmonds was born on Aug.
3, 1954, anddiedon Aug. 6,2016. in
Halifux, N.S. She wasa pianistand
Sabbath SChUOl t:zchcr in th: ’ar('
maouth church and nrganizcd meetings
for local Adventist singles, She was
also actively involved in workingwith
shelters forabused women. Gwen is
predeceased by her parents, Donnic
and Beatrice (née Jackson) Simmonds.
Surviving: sons, Tesfa Simmonds,
Danso Simmonds, Taaya Simmonds;
onebrother:and rwo sisters.

Clayoma (née Finney) Soloniuk
way bom on Nov. 11,1928, in Boulder,
Celo.. and died on May 4, 2016,in
Loma Linda, Calif. She served with
her husband in the British Columbia,
Manitoba-Saskatchewan, and Ontario
Conferences. Cla voma is predeceased
by her farher, Rodney Finney;and
brorher, Conrad FinnC) Surviving;
husband, William Gcorgc Soloniuk;
d:lughrcrs. Gytha Mannen, Gzylcnc
Tays. Glenda Spangler; brother, Ter-

rence Finney; and ewo gmndchﬂdrcn.

Bl Advertisements

Now hiring: Larly Childhood teach-
crsto be hased in Chengdu, China.
Compctitivc salary pac kagc based on
computenee and experience. Native
English spcaker, hold a bachclor’s
degree, preferably with carly childhood
teaching experience. Education cenure
run by Adventist protessionals. Visic
heep:// sgg.comsg/carcer/jobs.hrm or
ematl gareway@sgg.com.sg for more
derails. {12/16)

your FREE book of
iil legal@adventist.ca, or call

> ijn ENGLISH or FRENCH

= in electronic format at

B Advertising
Policies

PROCESS:

« All advertising should
be submitted with local
conference approval.

» Payment must accompany
your ad, or it will not be
published.

» The Messenger assumes

na respansibility for typo-
raphical errors, nor liability

or the advertisements.
Acceptance of ads does not
constitute endorsement of
the products or services by
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Canada.

RATES:

Foradsrates. sizes, deadlines,
and more, visit: www.adventist.
ca/messenger.

Remnant Publications has
theperfect study Bible that

will ecnhance personal devotions: for
both adults and children. We can
also provide you with sharing books.
pocketbooks, and DVDs o help you
reach your community with the
gospel. Visit your ABC, or wavw.
remnantpublications.com or call
£00/423-1319 for a free camlug.
(8/17)

Elizabeth View Bed & Breakfast,
conveniently locared nexr co Burman
Universicyin Lacombe, AB. Privace
cnerance, bl[hfoom; and hrcakfﬂsl
served in personal lounging area.
Overlooks Lake Elizabech wich its
maincained walking crails. Idcal For
b\.ISinCL‘ or pl:asur:. w\\'\v.cliz.aberh
view.ca. Conrace Dianne ac 403/782-
5407.(5/17)

E
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MauiVacation Condo: rclaxing
and affordable. Only a 3-min. walk
to the beach! 1-bdrm w/king bed.
Clean, comfortable, well-mainsained,
Sleeps 4. Fully furnished kitchen,
wassher/dryer, and mare! Free parking,
Wi-Ti, and ¢alls to Canada/U.S.!
Friendly Kihei SDA church nearby.
Visit us at www.yrbe.com/62799.
Email: mauvivistal i25@gmail.com
or call Mark 909/800-9841 (USA).
(117)

Authors of cookbooks, health
books, children’s chapeer and picture
boaks. call 800/367-1844 for your
frec evalnarion, We publish all book
formats, distributc ro aver 39,000
baokstores in 220 countries. Find
eur new titles at your local ABC or
www TEFACH Scrvicescom—used
SDA boeks ar wwvw.1. NFBoeks.com.
(2/17)

Union College seeks committed
Adventist to establish and direct

an Occuparional Therapy Assistant
Pregram cffective summer 2017,
Essential qualificxtiuns include a
master’s degree in Qccupadonal
Therapy (doctorate preferred), being
licensed and rcg{xtcrcd. and five years
of prof cssiona | experience. Email leteer
efinterest and CV te Rick Yeung,
Chair of Emergency Management
and Excrcise Scicnec, 2young@
ucollegeedu. (12/16)

Kauai Vacation Condos—Enjoy
our “Hawaiian Plantation—seyle”
candos. Full kitchens, 2-minute
walk/beach. Relax, rejuvenate,
explore the beautiful “Garden Isle™..
carth’s paradisc! Resort includes 3
pools/hot spas, picnic/grilling areas,
ﬁ'e( \ViFi/parking, activity concierge,
5 minurcs to church. walking distance
ro restauranes/shops/local entertain-
menr/hiking/parks/allamenitics. 15
minutcs fremn Lihucairpart. Contact
Lyle/Vivian. Email: Lylc er Vivian at
chegoedlite@litcleloen.ca 888/301-
3338. View/bhoek enlinc ar: wwwair
bnb.ws/ roems/11875979 (King/bed),
www.airbnb.ca/reoms/ 11886149
(Queen/ bed), wwaairbnb.ca/reoms/
12019678 {2 double/beds). (12/16)

Home-based businesses are the
new norm. This health-related home
busincss hasimproved awr world and
the warld, simulancously. [fyeu're
|uolcing for a financial boest and/er
becrer healch, consider joining me or
just using the products... I'd leve ro
wark with you, cichcr way! Preducr
‘wfo: www.mannarnotion.com/Life
Enhancers. Centact Vivian: thegeod
lif e@licdlcloon.c2 888/301-3338.

Citrus fundraising for your church
or scheal. Hand-sclected citrus
dircce from the grove. Indian River
Fundraisers. Plcasc call 800/558-
1998.(2/17)

Help Us REACH

More Children A

REACH Canada

(Render Effective Aid to CHildren Inc.)

We need your support to reach orphaned children
around the world, and give them the help they so

desperately need.

advertisements

HopeChannel

Now available on
these cable stations:
Eastlink, Delta, Coastal,
and CityWest

citywS:

eastlink

Your Support Helps Provide Orphans With...

» Home and Family « Education and Guidance
e Food and Clothing e Security and Protection

SPONSOR A CHILD TODAY?!

O Yes! | will sponsor a child for $25 per month
__Boy __Girl _No Preference

J 1 do not wish to sponsor a child, but | would
like to make a donation of $ to the
—JoyFund _Greatest Need _Other

Name

Street

City Prov PC
Phone Email

TO DONATE, CALL: 905.925.1628
TO SPONSOR A CHILD, CALL: 301.879.4939

@ REACH Canada, Box 70529, 1801 Dundas St. E. Whitby,
ON L1N SG3, Canada « Phane: 905.925.1628
® Canada Tax Exempt #89503 4189 RRO01
=/ www.reach.org » info@reachcanada.org
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from the editor

from the editor

THERE ARE SEVERAL GREAT ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN THE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH. two of which I consider to be
particularly stellar and make me proud of our church:oncis ADRA
Canada and the other, Global Missions.

This month’s cover story is about enc of the many Canadians in scrvice
overseas. Wesley Szamko; his wif e, [vonne; along with cheir children,
William and Alyssia, arc scrving in places char do nor necessarily boast
the same comfores and pleasures we enjoy here in Canada. Personally, I
would find it especially hard not to be with my family and closc fricnds
during the Christmas scason, as thar is che highlighe of my year. And
Adventist families serving far away from home sec these pleasuces aside
so thatthey can scrveand bless others.

The worldwide Global Mission team, including the Szamko family,
have been faichful in minisery in every place chey have served. Now it is
our timeto help and encourage chem ascheystand for usin places many
of us would not risk going.

Our church is having more and more discussions aboue potentially
keeping more tiche funds within the Norch American Division, thus
reducing the amount going overseas. However, such a change may be
detr'imental to our frontline ministries, especially workers like the Szamkos.
I think we need o make sure they are supported. If you agree, please
make use of the envelope inserted in this issue to become involved with
Adventist missions.

Asfamilies we can sic down at our respective Christmas rables, knowing
that we are not only praying for “the missionarics and col poreeurs” bue
also taking a concrete acrion to help them monthly in their important
work. This yeat, my Chrisemas wish is thae those who follow us find char
we have faichfully supporeed Adventist Mission on a regular basis.

Pastor Wesley has buc three requesrs ac the end of the cover story. Lask
rhat you re-read and consider them prayerfully. m

Stan Jensen, editor-in-chief
Canadian Advernitist Messenger

PS:We are looking for Christmas stories to use for next year.
46 December 2016 ¥4 Email your stories and photos to jensen.stan@adventist.ca.



Give the Greatest
Gift of ali

IBls Wrilfeén Canada will help
spread the Good N of Jesus Christ throughout

g

Cana _"und around the world

Jody Haywood, attendee of
Discoveries in Revelation, shared
that the ministry of It Is Written E
Canada intervened in her life at I I S
just the right time and helped her =
realize that God has a plan for rltten
her life. Jody and her husband
were baptized in the Seventh- canada
day Adventist church at the toll free: 855-308-6510
conclusion of the series. It is the visit: www.ltisWrittenCanada.ca
gifts of our donors that make life- Write: it Is Written Canada

changing differences the lives of PO Box 2010
people like Jody and Lioyd. Oshawa, ON L1H 7v4

TO DONATE

Help reach the masses through It Is Written Canada

For a 2016 tax deductliblereceipt, be sure 1o send your gift before January |, 2017
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lee Gifts that Change Lives!
Canada’s Really Useful

Gift Catalogue

2016|2017

Buy a Brick

Your gift will help build maternity wards
tosave the lives of mothers and babies.

‘ anatural disaster. for a full school year

ADRA Canadais your partner in changing lives for the better.

@ADRA +Canada

www.adra.ca/donate/giftcatalogue
20 Robert St W. Newcastie, ON L18 1C6 | 1-888-274-2372



