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Frank Bondurant

Why do some churches grow while others don’t? What contributes
to the growth of thriving churches? Are there universal practices
that can be contextualized and proven effective most anywhere? 
A special committee commissioned by presidents of the eight 
conferences within the Columbia Union set out to find the
answers. Their findings reveal 36 proven ways to connect people 
to Christ and the church. Discover who’s using those methods 
and how it’s helping them grow.

Where are the Christians?

Maybe it’s me, but it’s becoming increasingly clear that there’s a level of
irrationality, fear mongering, distrust, absence of “real” moral values and
a dangerous level of crass political maneuverings taking root in our

nation, so much so, that I’m actually becoming concerned about the collective 
sanity of the country. That’s not hyperbole; it’s a realistic view shared by a growing
number of Americans of all stripes. 

Our sensibilities are assaulted daily by stridency and hatefulness of speech (espe-
cially by some talk radio and cable hosts), resulting in the degradation of discourse in
the public square, which I’ve written about elsewhere. It actually feels at times that the entire culture is in a

rapid race to the bottom.
For example, the other day as I surfed a media

website, I was disturbed by the amazing number of
sordid stories of marriages breaking up, business
people heading to jail, sports icons out of control,
frustrations at the government resulting in violent
actions, people using “cut throat” methods to keep
their jobs in a volatile job market and a litany of
other ills. It’s incredible what’s going on. 

I wanted to scream: Where are the people of 
character and integrity? Where are the folk that
stand up for what’s right? Where are the marriages
that are working? Where are the people who can

walk away from provocations without retaliation? Where are the employees who do the right thing at their
jobs, simply because it’s the right thing to do? I suppose what I was really asking is where are the Chris-
tians—the ones called to impact the culture around them for the sake of the kingdom? 

MORE THAN NAME ONLY
It was Jesus who boldly declared that Christians are the light of the world, the salt of the Earth and the

ones who let their lights shine before the world so brightly that those around them glorify their Father in
heaven (see Matt. 5:13-16).

I’m convinced that there is a great need for Christians—real Christians—who show up in the marketplace
every day demonstrating basic, biblical Christianity. They turn the other cheek when provoked, they return
good for evil, they refuse to slander their colleagues and they’re willing to go the second mile to help others.
They actually love their enemies and even those that curse and undermine them. They are loyal to their
marriages and prioritize their families. They share Christ out of the “overflow” of their lives.

I realize that in this day and age, living this way is countercultural. It’s safer to go with the flow. But living
the Word of God is not only radical—it’s risky. You stand out when you choose to operate your life from a
biblical world view. And the culture doesn’t always tolerate those who stand out for the good. Look at what
they did to Jesus. But He lived in contrast to the world anyhow, seeing it as more important to please the
Father than the people around Him. 

God is searching for believers who take seriously what it means to be salt and light in more than name
only. He calls us to a unique way of life, a unique way of thinking and a unique way of being. Those who
decide to live this way are truly “people of the way.” It’s like we used to sing when I was a kid: “I have
decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning back.”

That’s radical! 

Fredrick A. Russell is president of Allegheny West Conference, headquartered in Columbus, Ohio.Follow us at twitter.com/VisitorNews.
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Newsline

Church Leader, 
Maurice Battle, Dies

Maurice T. Battle, the first
African-American to serve as an

associate sec-
retary for the
worldwide
Seventh-day
Adventist
Church—a
position he

held from 1978 until his retirement
in 2001—died last month at 82. 

Born in Oberlin, Ohio, in 1927,
Battle earned a degree in theology
from Alabama-based Oakwood
College (now Oakwood Univer-
sity) in 1948. He began his min-
istry as a pastor in the South
Atlantic Conference. Later he
spent a decade furthering the
work of the Adventist Church in
West Africa, where he served as
president of the church in Liberia
and Sierra Leone, and provided
departmental oversight in Ghana. 

In 1970 Battle commenced
work as associate director of Lay
Ministries for the world church.
(This was followed by a three-year
assignment in Lebanon.) That
same year, he and his wife, Esther,
joined Potomac Conference’s
Sligo church in Takoma Park, Md.
Over the years, he served as a
Sabbath School teacher and
superintendent, head elder, and
on various committees. At the
time of his death, he was still very
involved in the church, serving as
an administrative board member. 

“When I think of Elder Mau-
rice Battle, I am reminded of the
godly man who is spoken of in
Psalms 1,” wrote Sligo senior 
pastor Charles Tapp in an email.
“The psalmist compares this
righteous man to a tree that is
planted by the streams of waters.

And because he is planted by a
continual source of water, his
leaves never wither, and he is
constantly bearing fruit when it is
needed. Elder Battle has been
that strong, stable, and many
times, silent source of strength
for Sligo, and his presence will be
greatly missed.”

Battle is survived by his wife,
their four adult children and six
grandchildren.

Disaster Response
Training Scheduled 

Experienced Adventist 
Community Services Disaster
Response (ACSDR) coordinators
are teaming up to conduct a
weekend training event in New
Jersey, April 23-25. The training
will help conference and church
coordinators, as well as inter-
ested volunteers, know how to
respond to disaster. In addition to
reviewing the Disaster Response

curriculum,
attendees
can take a
class on 
crisis care
presented
by retired

Chesapeake Conference pastor
Steve Willsey. According to Clau-
dia Ramirez (above), ACSDR
coordinator for the New Jersey
Conference and planning com-
mittee chair for the event, other
presenters include ACSDR lead-
ers Steve Stillwell from the Car-
olina Conference; Terry Haight
from the Georgia/Cumberland
Conference; and Kitty Juneau,
Mark Hann and Richard Geer, all
from Chesapeake.

“The Bible tells us that as the
world approaches its end, we will
experience more frequent and

intense disas-
ters,” says
Bob Mitchell
(right), Disas-
ter Response
coordinator
for Potomac
Conference and the Columbia
Union. “They won’t all occur out-
side the United States like the
recent earthquakes in Haiti,
Japan, Taiwan, Turkey and Chile.
While we haven’t had a major
event since Hurricane Ike in 2008
or Katrina in 2005, the clock is
ticking, and we must be prepared
at any time.” Mitchell says the
upcoming training will also help
volunteers learn how to handle
floods, blizzards, power outages
and other disasters that occur
locally. “And hurricane season
begins June 1,” he adds. Register
at plusline.org. 

Pennsylvania and
Ohio to Host Church
Planting School 

For seven days this May, 
members interested in planting
churches, starting ministries or
venturing into community out-
reach can enroll in Adventist
Fresh Expressions, a compre-
hensive training initiative coor-
dinated by the Ohio and Penn-
sylvania conferences. Presenters
include Monte Sahlin, director

of research
and special
projects for
Ohio; Peter
Roennfeldt
(left), a 
pastor and

church planter from Australia;
and Andrew Clark (right), who,
along with his wife, Mayda,
leads Greater Pittsburgh Metro

Ministry and a church plant
called PULSE in the Pittsburgh
suburb of Carnegie. 

“There are literally tens of
thousands of communities in
America that don’t have any kind
of Adventist presence, and there
are millions of people living 

in those
communities
who need to
be reached,”
says Sahlin
(left), who
started and

mentored others in starting more
than 100 community-focused
ministries. He believes that
today’s generations need new
church plants. “A church that’s
been doing the same thing for 
50 years isn’t necessarily going to
be successful in reaching today’s
young adults,” he posits.

During the weeklong inten-
sive, the trio plans to guide
attendees through the process of
developing successful ministries
to their chosen target audiences.
To do so, they will teach the core

curricula,
share case
studies of
successful
start-ups
and lead
participants

in Bible study, prayer, group dis-
cussions, visioning sessions and
strategic planning. To register,
call (800) 272-4664. 

Magazine Targets
Unchurched Children 

The first two issues of Realmag-
azine were recently mailed to more
than 3,000 children, taking Christ-
centered content into the homes of
unchurched youth across North

America.
Thousands 
of additional
copies were
sent to
churches and
ministries for
use in com-
munity out-
reach. “This has been in the works
for two years, and we’ve been
dreaming of it for much longer,”
says editor Randy Fishell.

Adventist preteens, grandpar-
ents, teachers and others wanting
to share the gospel with young
friends and family members aged
9-15 submitted the names on the
subscriber list. “Real provides a
nonthreatening way to introduce

Bible truth to
children at
an age when
their hearts
are especially
open to the
gospel,” says

Fishell (above), who also edits
Guide, the church’s magazine for
juniors and earliteens. 

Published bimonthly, Real
contains true stories, puzzles, fun
facts, Bible studies and other spir-
itually uplifting content. To send a
subscription to an unchurched
child, visit sharereal.org.

Men’s Ministries 
Conference Planned 

With a desire to awaken the
men of the Adventist Church and
see them become more engaged,
Larry Wilson, director of the min-
istry Godly Free Men, is organiz-
ing the first unionwide men’s
conference, May 1 in Hyattsville,
Md. To help him accomplish his
program’s theme, “The Great
Awakening,” he’s called upon

Columbia Union president Dave
Weigley and several conference
presidents—Charles Cheatham
(Allegheny East), Bill Miller
(Potomac), Fredrick Russell
(Allegheny West) and Robert 
Vandeman (Chesapeake)—to
speak. Through their workshops,
he hopes to spiritually awaken
attendees. Some 200 men have
already registered to attend the
daylong event, where Walter Pear-
son (below), speaker/director for
Breath of Life Ministries, will
serve as the main speaker. “We

really want 
to make men
aware that
we are in 
the last days
right now,”
explains 

Wilson. “We are trying to restore
that spiritual side the way God
ordained it to be.” To register,
contact Wilson at (267) 237-3244
or email sdamen@comcast.net. 

Newsline
celeste ryan blyden

From the Pulpit

When you once shared fellowship and
were wounded or didn’t feel like you
belonged, it is hard to cast down your
net again. But
God ... sends
that compas-
sionate person
to knock on
your door just
to talk. That
word in time
makes all the
difference in
your path back
to the church, and you just might catch
153 more like you.—Ed Williams, former
Adventist Recovery Ministry director,
speaking at the Columbia Union Adven-
tist-laymen’s Services and Industries
Chapter Convention in Amelia, Ohio
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Newsline

West Columbus
Spanish 

Bernardino Cruz and a small
group studied the Bible every Fri-
day at Irene Chavez’s house. For
about six months they invited
people from the community to
join them. When Cruz heard
about the desire to plant another
church in Columbus, Ohio, he
spoke to Pastor Orlando Newball
who encouraged him to start a
congregation in West Columbus. 

In March 2009, the group (below)
started Sabbath services. One
faithful member, Belkis Ramos, felt
the need to provide transportation
for those interested in attending,
and bought and donated a van to
the congregation. The group now
averages more than 30 attendees
every Sabbath, most of whom are
visitors. Five people have been
baptized and many more are
engaged in Bible studies. 

El Buen Pastor 
Spanish 

The Allegheny West Conference
(AWC) is celebrating the birth of a
new Hispanic congregation in the
heart of Cincinnati, Ohio. El Buen

Pastor (The Good Shepherd)
started with 22 members. Pastor
Paulo DaSilva reports that a small
group from the Central Cincinnati
Spanish church started to work in
the area last year. After a few
months, when they grew from six
to 18 participants, they split into
small groups. The groups felt
called to plant a church. At their
recent inauguration service, 
AWC president Fredrick Russell,
DMin, rejoiced with them and
encouraged continued growth.
—Walter Castro

Lancaster Spanish II
For several years, Nelly and

Israel Torres led a group at the
home of Anita Pagán in Lancaster,
Pa. Every Monday more than 20
people met to pray and study the
Bible. When plans to plant a sec-
ond Hispanic church in Lancaster

were presented to the congrega-
tion, they accepted the challenge. 

The fledgling group started
holding services on January 2
with an attendance of more than
60. They are currently meeting at
a Methodist church in South 
Lancaster, where many Hispanics
reside.—Sam Rosado

Shalom Spanish 
Wilfredo and Nilda Fontanez,

members of the Reading Spanish
(Pa.) church, led a small group of
friends and visitors every Sabbath
afternoon for about a year. The
group grew, people were baptized
and they discussed the possibility

of planting yet another church in
the Reading area. In July 2009, a
group started holding services.
There have been baptisms, and
attendance is growing. Today
more than 50 people meet every
Sabbath!—Juan Lopez

Dale City Spanish
Miguel and Angela Alvarez

held a small group in their
apartment for several years.
Although they were members of
the Alexandria (Va.) Spanish
church, they lived in Wood-
bridge, Va., making it difficult
for them to attend regularly. For
a long time they dreamed of
planting a church in Dale City,
Va., where there are many His-
panic residents. In October
2008, they organized a company

there. To date that congregation
has performed 27 baptisms and
has a regular attendance of 120.

Stafford Spanish
Max Alvarez decided to follow

his relatives’ example. Alvarez,
his wife, Blanca, and their
daughters started working hard
to invite Stafford, Va., friends
and neighbors to their new small
group. For several months, they
met in their basement. Today the
Stafford Spanish Group meets in
a church facility with more than
40 regular attendees.

Woodbridge Spanish II
The Woodbridge Spanish

church noticed that their services
were overcrowded, so church
leaders decided to plant another
congregation. They started hold-
ing services last December, and
their regular attendance is now
90, including 25 visitors from the
community.—Olives Villamizar

Takoma Park 
Spanish II

Just a few years ago, the
Takoma Park Spanish church
started with six courageous disci-
ples. As the congregation grew,
they bought and remodeled the
old Potomac Adventist Book 
Center. The congregation now 
has more than 400 members. 

Church elder Pepe Davila and
his wife, Celsa, were responsible
for overseeing five of the church’s
small groups in the Adelphi, Md.,
area. Soon they felt called to plant
a church there. Last February they
started meeting at a Methodist
church in the heart of a large His-
panic community. While 29 mem-
bers helped found Takoma Park
Spanish II, Sabbath attendance
now exceeds 60.—José Barrientos

Potomac Conference
Potomac Hispanic Ministries

leaders declared 2010 the year of
lay evangelism and ambitiously
plan to reach 600 people for Christ
by the end of this month. A week
of evangelism is being conducted

at every “home church” (small
group), followed by crusades at
each of the conference’s 63 His-
panic churches. The nearly 130 lay
people recently trained through
the School of Theology for Disci-
ples, based in Temple Hills, Md.,
are the evangelists for these
efforts.—José Esposito

Ohio Conference
After a year of training at the

Worthington church, 60 students
graduated with certification as
Bible instructors. Students are

required to attend classes, read
and give weekly Bible studies.

Pennsylvania 
Conference

Seventy students recently
graduated as Bible instructors
from training held at the Reading
Spanish church. 

Chesapeake 
Conference

The first group of 100 lay 
leaders (below) from Hispanic
churches throughout Chesa-
peake are meeting at the confer-
ence office in Columbia, Md., for
certification training as small
group leaders. Their first gradua-
tion will be held this summer. 

Newsline
rubén ramos

Multilingual 
Ministries News
Numerous small groups across the Columbia Union are planting

new congregations. Here are some of their stories:

Hundreds Trained for Lay Evangelism
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Newsline en Español
rubén ramos

West Columbus
Bernardino Cruz y un grupo

pequeño estudiaron la Biblia en
casa de Irene Chávez. Durante
seis meses invitaron a personas
de la comunidad a estudiar con
ellos. Cuando Cruz supo que se
deseaba plantar otra iglesia en
Columbus, Ohio, habló con el
Pastor Orlando Newball, y este 
lo animó a establecer una con-
gregación en West Columbus. 

El grupo comenzó a realizar
servicios en marzo de 2009. Bel-
kis Ramos, un feligrés devoto, vio
la necesidad de proveer trans-
porte a las personas interesadas
en asistir, compró y donó una
van a la congregación. En pro-
medio, asisten 30 personas cada
sábado. Cinco personas se han
bautizado y muchas más estu-
dian la Biblia. 

El Buen Pastor 
La Asociación de Allegheny 

West (AWC) está celebrando 
el nacimiento de una congrega-
ción hispana en el corazón de 
Cincinnati, Ohio. La congrega-
ción comenzó con 22 miembros.

El Pastor Paulo DaSilva informa
que un grupo pequeño de la
Iglesia Hispana Central de Cin-
cinnati comenzó a trabajar en
esta área el año pasado. En unos
meses, cuando el grupo creció
de seis a 18 participantes, se
dividieron en dos grupos. Los
grupos sintieron el llamado a
plantar una iglesia. En el
reciente servicio de inaugura-
ción, el presidente de AWC, Fre-
drick Russell, D.Min, se regocijó
con ellos y fomentó un creci-
miento continuo.—Walter Castro

Lancaster II
Nelly e Israel Torres han 

dirigido un grupo en el hogar 
de Anita Pagán en Lancaster, Pa.
por varios años. Cada lunes, 
más de 20 personas se reunían
para orar y estudiar la Biblia. 

La iglesia aceptó el desafío de
plantar una segunda iglesia 
hispana en Lancaster.

El grupo incipiente tuvo su
primer servicio el 2 de enero.
Asistieron más de 60 personas.
Actualmente se reúnen en una
iglesia Metodista en South Lan-
caster. Aquí residen muchos his-
panos.—Sam Rosado

Shalom 
Wilfredo y Nilda Fontanez,

miembros de la Iglesia Hispana
de Reading (Pa.), dirigieron un
grupo de amigos y visitas todos
los sábados por la tarde durante
un año. El grupo creció, las per-

sonas se bautizaron, y se habló
de la posibilidad de plantar otra
iglesia en el área. El grupo
comenzó a celebrar servicios 
en julio de 2009. Celebraron
bautismos, y la asistencia está
creciendo. Hoy, ¡más de 50 per-
sonas se reúnen cada sábado!
—Juan López

Dale City
Miguel y Ángela Álvarez orga-

nizaron un grupo pequeño en su
apartamento por varios años.
Eran miembros de la Iglesia His-
pana de Alexandria (Va.), pero
vivían en Woodbridge, Va., y esto
hacía difícil su asistencia regu-
lar. Por mucho tiempo soñaron
con plantar una iglesia en Dale
City, Va. En octubre de 2008

organizaron una compañía allí.
Hasta la fecha, se han celebrado
27 bautismos, y la asistencia
regular es de 120 personas.

Stafford
Álvarez, su esposa Blanca, y

sus hijas, comenzaron a trabajar
arduamente invitando amigos 
y vecinos de Stafford, Va., a su
nuevo grupo pequeño. Por varios
meses se reunieron en su estudio.
Hoy, el grupo se reúne en el edifi-
cio de una iglesia y cuenta con
más de 40 asistentes regulares.

Woodbridge II
Cuando los líderes de la Iglesia

Hispana de Woodbridge notaron
que sus servicios se atestaban de
personas, decidieron plantar otra
congregación. Comenzaron a
celebrar servicios el pasado
diciembre. Hoy asisten 90 regu-
larmente. Esto incluye visitas de
la comunidad.—Olives Villamizar

Takoma Park II
Hace sólo pocos años que 

la iglesia Takoma Park hispana
inició con seis discípulos valien-
tes. Al ir creciendo la congrega-
ción, se compró y remodeló la
antigua Librería Adventista. La
congregación tiene ahora más 
de 400 miembros.

El anciano de iglesia Pepe
Dávila y su esposa Celsa supervi-
saron los grupos pequeños de la
iglesia en el área de Adelphi, Md.
Pronto sintieron el llamado a
plantar otra iglesia en ese lugar.
El pasado febrero comenzaron
las reuniones en una iglesia
Metodista en el corazón de una
comunidad grande hispana.
Aunque 29 miembros ayudaron
a establecer Takoma Hispana II,
la asistencia el sábado excede los
60.—José Barrientos

Asociación de
Potomac

Los líderes de los ministerios
hispanos en Potomac declararon
que el año 2010 era el año para el
evangelismo laico, y anhelante-

mente planificaron alcanzar a 600
personas para Cristo para finales
de este mes. Se está celebrando
una semana de evangelismo en
cada grupo pequeño, seguido por
campañas en las 63 iglesias hispa-
nas de la asociación. Reciente-
mente, casi 130 laicos se capacita-
ron en la Escuela de Teología para
Discípulos, en Temple Hills, Md.
Ellos son los evangelistas de este
esfuerzo.—José Esposito

Asociación de Ohio
Después de un año de capacita-

ción en la iglesia de Worthington,
60 estudiantes se graduaron con

certificación de instructores bíbli-
cos. Se requirió que los estudiantes
asistieran a las clases, leyeran, y
dieran estudios bíblicos semanales.

Asociación de 
Pennsylvania

Setenta estudiantes graduaron
recientemente como instructores
bíblicos. La clases se realizáron
en la Iglesia Hispana de Reading. 

Asociación de 
Chesapeake

El primer grupo de 100 líderes
laicos hispanos de Chesapeake 
se reunirá en la asociación en
Columbia, Md., para capacitarse
con certificación de líderes de
grupos pequeños. La primera 
graduación será este verano.

Noticias de los 
Ministerios Multilingües
Muchos grupos pequeños en la Unión de Columbia están plantando

nuevas congregaciones. Estas son algunas de sus historias:

Cientos participan en capacitación
para evangelismo laico

Newsline en Español
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Potluck
beth michaels

Savior, to a highly successful and
publicized real estate business,
and back to his knees. 
“I had become a great Laodicean
warming the pew,” admits Ayer,
vice president for advancement at
Adventist World Radio. Then the
Lord gave him “a real wake-up
call” and a second chance.

Ayer says he hopes readers will
gain a deeper understanding of
“how loving God is.” Get a copy at
adventistbookcenter.com.

Ministering With 
Millennials

Last fall’s 180° Symposium—
hosted by the Center for Youth
Evangelism on the campus of
Andrews University (Mich.)—
gathered 30-plus North American
church and youth leaders to 
discuss solutions for improving
young adult ministry. Presenters
included Ohio Conference’s
Monte Sahlin, director of research
and special projects, and Mike
Stevenson,
Youth 
Ministries
director. 
Participants’
25 papers are
the frame-
work of this
powerful
book full of ministry ideas on top-
ics like the importance of church
climate, using short-term mission
trips as a connector, creating rela-
tional young adult ministries and
how to “hand on faith” to the next
generation. Order through
adventsource.org.

CD > Seekers of
Your Heart
Jennifer Buttery

Pennsylvania Conference
member Jennifer Buttery hopes

this collection of 16 sacred
hymns and uplifting songs will
draw young and old to a closer
walk with
God. “In a
world where
true love is
waning, I
hope people
will experi-
ence God’s love and draw closer
to Him,” says Buttery, who helps
her husband, Chris, pastor the
State College, Lewistown and
Mifflintown district. 

Buttery’s three young children
also lend their sweet vocals to
this second project. The album
includes popular songs like
“Wonderful, Merciful Savior”
and “Love Will Be Our Home.” 
To order, call (704) 975-0904.

What’s New?

Books>
Second Chance
Jim Ayer

This autobiography covers 
Jim Ayer’s “roller coaster life.” 

A member of
Chesapeake
Conference’s
Triadelphia
church in
Clarksville, Md.,
Ayer says he
transitioned
from a life of

drugs and thievery, to dedicated
mission work for his newfound

What You Bring to the Table

In the Spotlight > 
Carolyn Henry Hurst

T eaching and preaching are at the heart of Carolyn Henry Hurst’s
life mission. They’re also an integral part of her work as the

founder of Going GodWard Ministries (GGM). Through GGM, Hurst
shares the extravagant love of Jesus Christ through the power of the
Holy Spirit and disciples others to do the same.

“I speak, teach, preach and write about God to all ages and
nationalities,” explains Hurst, who helps her husband, Jerome, 
pastor Allegheny West Conference’s Southeast church in Cleveland.
“The Lord has given me the ability to share the timeless messages of
His Word in practical and creative ways. As a result, others get to see
God and the things around them in a different, yet beautiful light.”

Going GodWard Ministries has taken Hurst throughout the United
States, the Caribbean, Canada and South America to conduct weeks of
prayer for adults and children in both Spanish and English. GGM cur-
rently sponsors four major evangelistic events in collaboration with
local churches. One is the Women of the Word Conference (July 10-
13), an annual four-day event that brings women of different faiths
together to worship God in spirit and in truth. The others are One
Night With the King (July 9), Intimate Moments With God, and Prayers
That Soar. Read more at se7day.org/ministries.—Alexis A. Goring

Amazing Facts is now
broadcasting the three
angels’ messages on
the Discovery Channel
cable network. Watch
Tuesdays at 7 a.m. 

Did You
Know?

religiousliberty.tv

This site is a leading inde-
pendent, online resource

for news, information, 
commentary and insights
on contemporary issues

involving the free exercise
and establishment clauses

of the U.S. Constitution.
Contributors include

Adventist leaders across
North America.

Web
Watch
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On the Web

Retweets >
AYStweets

Today’s Prayer
Activity—Contact 
a person who is or
has been ill and 

tell them how much you care 
or miss them.

Adventistnews
Jan Paulsen dis-
cusses Adventist
beliefs about the
second coming. 

Go to youtube.com/user/
Adventistsaboutlife.

WAUnews    
The new face 
of Washington 
Adventist University
is revealed! Visit 

our newly redesigned website 
at wau.edu!

Facebooked >
Alyssa Truman 

Running the Pitts-
burgh 1/2 Marathon
to raise money for
the public libraries

in my county… .—Hagerstown
(Md.) church member

Blue Mountain
Academy 

24th Annual
Phonathon Happen-
ing Today! Student
callers are excited 

to talk to you! Give generously.
Every dollar counts!

Follow us on Twitter
@VisitorNews. 

Others get to see God and 
the things around them in a 
different, yet beautiful light.
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As you read them, keep in mind that they are not
meant to be a punch list or formula for growth, but
rather to serve as a stimulus and reference point for
churches that want to be intentional and strategic in
their evangelism. Churches and communities are
living organisms, each with their own distinct DNA.
Effective evangelism involves the hard work of
understanding your community’s DNA and shifting
your congregation’s DNA from an inward focus to an
external focus. Fortunately your church doesn’t have
to start from scratch. There are other churches who
have traveled this road already and have left models
you can imitate and apply to your own context.
Replication can lead to your multiplication. 

Frank Bondurant serves as vice president of Ministries
Development for the Columbia Union Conference.

Best
Practices
Evangelism

in

A new study reveals 36

successful methods for

connecting people with

Christ and the church

Frank Bondurant

Get More
For more church profiles and resources, 

go to columbiaunion.org/bestpractices.

O
ne way successful industries and
organizations, in every field and dis-
cipline, regularly improve their perform-

ance is to identify best practices that help them
establish benchmarks and guidelines. Why should
the Seventh-day Adventist Church be any different? 

A special committee commissioned by the
Columbia Union Conference President’s
Council decided it was time to determine some
best practices within our own churches. The 
committee, consisting of frontline ministry practi-
tioners, was united by a passion for reaching lost
people for Christ and a drive to discover the
best methods to achieve that end. Their
singular objective: to identify the best practices in
evangelism among Columbia Union churches. 

The committee set out to answer questions like,
why do some churches grow while others don’t?
What contributes to the growth of thriving churches?
Must each local church reinvent their outreach
“wheel,” or are there universal practices that can be
contextualized and proven effective most anywhere?

Best Practices Defined
Best practices are the methods, techniques and

activities that, through experience and research, are
believed to be the most effective at delivering a par-
ticular outcome. The committee sought those meth-
ods, techniques and activities among Columbia
Union churches that repeatedly prove to be effective
at connecting people with Christ and the church.
They wanted to discover what is actually working in
the field when it comes to creating and baptizing
interests and developing them into fully devoted dis-
ciples. Their research was not intended to be scien-
tific or technical, but rather anecdotal and intuitive.
Through a process of surveys, personal interviews
and group discussions, the committee accumulated
a database of the collective experiences and obser-
vations of diverse soul winners from across the
union. The data naturally seem to divide into three
categories: community outreach, attractional min-
istries and assimilation strategies. 

Changing the Church’s DNA
So what did the survey reveal? The following

pages outline the three aforementioned categories,
identify core beliefs, suggest proven methods of suc-
cess and share profiles of Columbia Union churches
that embody them. 

45,419
Baptisms and Professions 

of Faith across 
North America in 2009

5,538
Baptisms and Professions 

of Faith in the 
Columbia Union in 2009
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Core Beliefs

T
he church’s impetus for community outreach is Christ’s
example of genuine love for people and His selfless
efforts to meet their needs. When our hearts beat in uni-

son with God’s, we will see people as He sees them. We will be
moved by their plight and compelled to minister to their needs.
One of the signs of genuine conversion is a shift in focus from
our needs to the needs of others.

When the church takes seriously the implications of the Great
Commission, it can no longer exist merely for itself. Jesus said,
“Go ye into all the world” (Mark 16:15), and compared the work
of His disciples to salt (see Matt. 5:13). Christ calls Christians to
transform society, to build community churches. That means
we must be about the work of building bridges to people rather
than erecting walls. 

Preaching the Good News must be accompanied with good
deeds (service and compassion). Members need to be equipped
and trained to serve the world in the area of their calling and
become primary agents for mission. Members are Christ’s
hands and feet, bringing help and healing to a hurting world.

How It’s Done

Have a clearly articulated, commu-
nity-based mission statement

Profile community service projects
during worship service

Expect pastors and congregational
leaders to personally model 
community-based ministry

Equip and empower members for
community service

“Ordain” new members into 
community service at baptism and
develop their spiritual gifts 

Expect and enable members to 
participate in community boards
and service organizations

Assess community needs through
surveys and by interviewing 
municipal leaders

Build personal relationships with
civic leaders

Plant ministries in unentered areas

Make the church facility available
for community use 

Have resources focused on com-
munity, not congregational, needs

Host a prayer ministry and 
community prayer walks 

Sponsor local and overseas service
projects

Partner with other churches and
community groups 

Have representation at all major
community events

Who’s Doing It
LaTasha Betts Hewitt

Miracle Temple
This Allegheny East Conference

church discovered that nearly 60
percent of their Baltimore commu-
nity lives below poverty levels, and

drug abuse is on the rise. Under for-
mer pastor Fredrick Russell, the
church formed Faith Center for
Community Wellness and Advance-
ment, a non-profit organization.

“After assessing the needs of the
community, we found that a holis-
tic approach was necessary,”
shared Alvin Clarkson, executive
director. In partnership with Johns
Hopkins Hospital, the center offers
an afterschool program, a GED
program, exercise classes, Bible
studies and more. Their most pop-
ular initiative, Healthy Heartbeats,
provides hypertension prevention
and treatment. Their annual health
fairs provide blood pressure
screenings, HIV and AIDS testing,
carotid artery testing, and many
other pro bono healthcare services. 

Toledo First 
This Ohio Conference church’s

Haven of Hope outreach project
grew from an initiative of their
Women’s Ministries department.
Ladies from the church periodi-
cally provide spa days at a transi-
tional home for mothers. When
one resident found a place to live,
church members performed their
first extreme home makeover. 

The church decided to form a
nonprofit outreach arm for reno-
vating homes for those in need.
Grants enabled them to renovate
two homes so far, and they part-
nered with another organization to

renovate rooms in more homes.
“This ministry underscores that

not everyone’s spiritual gift is listed
in the Bible—like drywalling,” shares
Pastor Mike Fortune. “Our families
enjoy doing something for God. We
call it a mission trip to Toledo.”

LaTasha Betts Hewitt writes 
from Royersford, Pa.

Bridges
Build
Best Practices for 
Community Outreach

Frank Bondurant

Read More

Bridges 101

In this 80-page booklet, Ruthie Jacobsen, the Prayer
Ministries coordinator for the North American Divi-
sion, offers simple, practical and refreshing ways to
serve people. Order at adventistbookcenter.com.
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La Esperanza Spanish
This New Jersey Conference

church, led by Pastor Efrain
Duany, takes Christ’s commission
to “feed my sheep” literally and
figuratively. For two-plus years,
they have provided groceries, life
skills training and Bible studies to
the community. They greet the 250
people who pour in for each of
their two Sabbath services. These
unique services begin with a 
session or training on topics such
as CPR or marriage enhancement,
followed by a short Bible study.
Guests go home with six to eight
bags of groceries from the church
food pantry. So far congregants
have served more than 50,000
individuals and nearly doubled
their membership.

“We want to meet their needs
and then show them why we care
by introducing them to Jesus
Christ,” explains Luz Miya, 
ministry director. 
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I
n Matthew 22, Jesus tells the parable of a king
who planned a wedding feast for his son but
whose invited guests did not come. As a result, the

king commanded his servants to go into the highways
and invite everyone they met to the feast. The servants’ 
mission could be classified as invitational ministry. 

Likewise, the church’s mission today not only
involves making a difference in the community but also
inviting the community to the church. Inviting people to
church is an integral part of community transformation. In
other words, as God’s people, we are not only to “go,” but we
are also to proclaim, “All come.”

Churches must not only be missional and incarnational, but
also attractional. “Attractional ministry” is a church’s attempt
to engage the local population primarily through its weekly wor-
ship services and local programming. Visitors become the focus
of the weekly service, and great effort is put forth in making the
service “visitor friendly.” Church programming is designed to
address the perceived needs of the community in hopes of
attracting them to the church where they can have an encounter
with God. All of the services and ministries of the local church
thereby become, and should be, evangelistic in nature. 

How It’s Done

Offer seeker-sensitive worship services

Have a visitor-friendly facility 
and signage 

Provide greeter and parking 
lot ministries

Present creative sermon series that 
are relevant to visitors

Use viral media and marketing (blogs,
website, social networking sites, etc.)

Mail or email a newsletter to 
visitors, not just members

Advertise through community media

Offer dynamic children’s and youth
programming

Host holiday and special services
designed for the public

Have programming designed to
address identified community needs 

Who’s Doing It
Billy Errico

Restoration Praise
A central theme for this

Potomac Conference church in
Lanham, Md., is inviting people to
become part of the body of Christ.
Weekly appeals, evangelistic and
weekly prayer meetings, and 
various media outlets, such as
Web, Facebook and Twitter, allow
members to connect with numer-
ous individuals. They recently con-
cluded an online, interactive week
of prayer where the pastors were
available to answer questions,
leading one New York participant
to travel to Maryland to be bap-
tized. They also hold Bible study
classes after divine services. 

Members just wrapped up a
week of prayer at Bowie State 
University in Bowie, Md. “It’s 
our desire to reach out to our com-
munity, to be inclusive and wel-
coming,” explains Jewel Walwyn,
communication director. 

New Hope
This Chesapeake Conference

church in Fulton, Md., developed a
strategy for better communicating
with their congregation and 
community. One element is their
website, lookingforachurch.org. It is
designed for visitors, people they
believe probably aren’t overly inter-
ested in religion or church. It also
provides a variety of ways to access

information, printable sermons,
streaming video and downloadable
audio files through iTunes. Staff
update the site daily. They also con-
nect interests through Facebook,
Twitter and blogs. There are media
outlets for prayer ministry, young
adults and Sharing Our Strength,
the church’s mission arm.

“We also have a YouTube chan-
nel—a great venue for showcasing
special events, baptisms and snip-
pets of our sermons,” explains
Rajkumar Dixit, associate pastor. 

Billy Errico is a congressional
staffer who writes from Maryland.

Best Practices for 
Attractional Ministries

Frank Bondurant

Read More

Help! I Want My Church To Grow

Drawing upon 21 years of pastoral experience,
David Ripley shares principles and practices that
he found will attract people to your church. Order
his 80-page book at adventistbookcenter.com.
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Pocono Grace
Eager to be a “community

church” in East Stroudsburg, these
Pennsylvania Conference members
visited with community leaders to

identify specific needs and the level
of assistance they could provide.
The church now partners with
local organizations and churches,
which has opened lines of commu-
nication and established profes-
sional and personal relation-
ships. Their recent community 
picnic created excitement for resi-
dents and members and sparked
productive conversations. 

“We are also engaging with
other churches to provide food and
gifts at events they host,”
reports Jose Elvir, church elder.
“Church members are really catch-
ing the vision, and there is more
excitement and desire to start new
ministries in the church.” A recent
idea is the Green Ministry, which
includes creating a community
garden where residents can grow
and harvest their own produce. 
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Core Beliefs

T
he greatest challenge many churches face is knowing how
to turn visitors into members and to retain them once
they become members. For many churches, assimilation

is their “Achilles heel” in evangelism. Assimilation is the process
of integrating new believers into the church family and congre-
gational life. This process doesn’t happen automatically and,
unfortunately, in many local churches, doesn’t happen at all. Or
it occurs haphazardly at best. Churches that want to make the
most of their community outreach and attractional ministries
must also be intentional and strategic in their assimilation. 

Every church needs a plan for how to take people from their
first visit to fully developed members. Visitors cannot be
expected to return without any intentional action on our part.
Visitors are normally seeking and need specific direction.
Likewise, new members need to be nurtured and guided in
their faith development. Paul expresses this well in Ephesians
3:17-18: “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.” 

How It’s Done

Use visitor information cards or
bulletin inserts

Respond to interests and visitors
within a week

Make weekly appeals

Schedule regular reaping meetings

Place new members in a small
group especially designed for them

Hold new member classes

Have an intentional visitation 
program with new members

Assign spiritual mentors to all 
new members

Give new members spiritual 
gift training

Train new members in friendship
evangelism

Plan frequent fellowship and 
social activities 

Best Practices 
for Assimilation

Read More

You Can Keep Them If You Care

In this 144-page guide, the late James Cress
shares practical ways your church can prevent
new believers from becoming dropouts. Order it
at ministerialassociation.com.
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ReapThem
KeepThem

Who’s Doing It
LaTasha Betts Hewitt

Shiloh 
Following an evangelistic 

crusade last fall, this Allegheny
West Conference church in Cincin-
nati brainstormed ways to retain
the 37 “babes in Christ” who chose
baptism. As Debbie Howard, 
lead Bible worker,
says :

“After all,
what good have we

really done if we just play the
‘numbers game,’ baptizing yet
showing little to no concern
about what happens to our
newest members after that?” 

Pastor Harcourt King, DMin,
and a few concerned Bible work-
ers developed a spiritual mentor-
ing ministry. Select members
were invited to serve as “spiritual
guardians” to the new believers.
They make weekly calls, arrange
transportation, invite visitors
home for a meal, join them at
social functions, provide emo-
tional support and assess needs.
Mentors are working hard, and
several new members are consis-
tently attending. 

Emmanuel-Brinklow
To keep new members of this

Allegheny East church in Ashton,
Md., from slipping away, the
church formed a shepherding
ministry. Members were divided
into groups by their zip codes and
encouraged to gather for Sabbath
potlucks, Bible studies and social

interactions. Now these small
groups bond as they
share struggles and joys. 

Another complemen-
tary initiative is their Guess

Who’s Coming to Dinner? event
organized by the Family Life
department. Families sign up to
either host or be guests for Sabbath
dinner. The participants are then
anonymously matched
and meet their mys-
tery-dining mates
once they arrive.
After the meal,
church elders
meet with each
group to provide
spiritual food. 

“Members get to
know others in a more 
intimate way, and enrich their 
personal lives,” explains Patrick
Crarey, MD, head elder.

LaTasha Betts Hewitt writes 
from Royersford, Pa.

Mountain View
Driven by the principle that

every member is a missionary for
Jesus, conference leaders decided
to partner with ShareHim Min-
istries (sharehim.org) to transform
their churches into training centers.

“There were members who
wanted to share their faith, but
needed to be encouraged to step
out in faith and become
involved,” explained Larry
Boggess, conference president. 

Since they started four years
ago, conference leaders have held
30 ShareHim boot camps and
helped graduate more than 80 indi-
viduals. About 75 percent of gradu-
ates go on to support the ShareHim
meetings as greeters, ushers, tech-
nology personnel, etc., and more
than half return every year for
advanced training. Thirty graduates
have even conducted their own
ShareHim meetings. The confer-
ence’s fourth annual ShareHim Boot
Camp takes place this September.

Frank Bondurant
an

d
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Iwant to personally invite you to our 2010 Fit 4 You retreat July 11-25 in beautiful Pine Forge, Pa. Our theme, “Ain’t
No Stoppin’ Us Now, We’re on the Moovvve!” reflects the testimonies of past participants. One

camper recently told me how our two-week fitness regimen prepared her for a vacation in the
Caribbean—the lifestyle changes we taught made all the difference. “I woke up every morning
ready to climb hills, run on the beach and swim in the pool just because I was able,” she shared.
“The physical problems I had prior to fitness camp seemed like a thing of the past.”

If you desire to live a longer, healthier life, need rejuvenation or just want to shed a few pounds,
come to the Fit 4 You retreat. Daily exercise, health and nutrition lectures, cooking demonstra-
tions, water aerobics and gourmet vegan meals are just a few of the highlights. Learn more at
fit4youretreat.org or call (610) 326-4610, ext. 260.

Prioritize Your Health

NEWS

A. Leah Scott 
Health Ministries

Director

Capitol Hill Member Chairs White House Board
The United States Senate recently confirmed 

presidential appointee Orlan Johnson—a member of
Capitol Hill church in Washington, D.C.—to a key
White House committee. Johnson, a law firm partner,

will chair the Board of the Securi-
ties Investor Protection Corpora-
tion (SIPC), a quasi-governmental
agency created to provide over-
sight of failed brokerage firms. 

“It is my privilege to chair the
SIPC at this critical time when so
many investors have been the vic-
tims of immense fraud and need an
advocate,” he says. “I’m truly
thankful the Lord has blessed me

with the opportunity to serve our country, and I just ask
for His guidance as I move forward.”

Montclair Pastor Prays Before State Senate
When the New Jersey Senate met recently to dis-

cuss relief efforts for Haiti, a Seventh-day Adventist
was invited to play a crucial role. Paula Olivier, pastor
of the First church of
Montclair in N.J.,
delivered the invoca-
tion to open the quo-
rum. Pastor Olivier did
not come alone; she
was accompanied by
members of a ministry
called NJ 4 Haiti. This
group, formed after
January’s earthquake,
is working with the

state to coordinate relief and recovery efforts in Haiti. 
“Of the hundreds of churches and pastors the state

could have called upon, I am amazed how God
reserved that moment for an Adventist church,” says
Pastor Olivier. 

New Joy Members Worship by Phone
While two snowstorms forced Washington, D.C.,

area churches to shutter their doors, members of New
Joy Fellowship in Hagerstown, Md., (including Ron and
Jeri Pride’s family, below) found a way to worship
together. They used the church’s teleconference line,
set up by Personal Ministries director Denise Johnson.
By 11 a.m. during the first storm, New Joy had nearly
100 percent attendance on line, and homebound

guests from other Adventist churches joined their hour-
long fellowship. During the second snowstorm, mem-
bers enjoyed a one-hour Sabbath School program.

“I’ve wondered how we will meet when church
doors are closed,” confided one member of the flock
pastored by Kenneth Anderson. “God is so cre-
ative!”—Faith Crumbly

APRIL 2010
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Mizpah’s Prayer Answered 
After 28 Years

Mizpah church is affectionately known as “The
Power House” because of the many miracles the

Lord has wrought on their behalf. The latest miracle is
the recent opening of their new church home in the
Frankford community of Philadelphia. 

The church formed in 1980 after a great crusade
resulting in 77 baptisms. The fledgling flock then waited
patiently for God to bless them with a church building.
“In 1981 a lot of people had a vision and worked toward
the dream of having a new church; but out of that origi-
nal group, only nine or 10 people are left to actually see
it manifested,” says Isaac Powell, church elder. 

Patrick O’Mara, who also pastored the Frankford
church, united the two congregations who now worship
at 4355 Paul Street.

In thankfulness for their new home, Pastor O’Mara
recently led the unified congregation in a weeklong
celebration. “Prayers that took 28 years to be answered remind us of Mark 10:27, where it says: ‘And Jesus
looking upon them saith, with men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible,’” he
quoted.—Cheryl Lynn Brown

Allegheny East Conference administrators join Mizpah
leaders and special guests in celebration of the opening of
their long-awaited, new church home.

Allegheny East Exposé is published in the Visitor by the Allegheny East Conference �� PO Box 266, Pine Forge, PA 19548
Phone: (610) 326-4610 �� myalleghenyeast.com �� President, Charles L. Cheatham �� Communication Director, Robert Booker �� Editor, Taashi Rowe
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She’s won two of The Ohio State University’s most prestigious awards, chaired two departments and taught for
many years. So it came as no surprise that Valerie Lee, PhD, was recently appointed interim vice provost for

Minority Affairs at the university. 
“I am deeply appreciative of having Valerie in this leadership position,” says Joe Alutto, executive vice president

and provost for the university. “I look forward to working with her in her new role as we move forward with the
important work of diversity at The Ohio State University.” 

Lee, a member of the Ephesus church in Columbus, has been at the uni-
versity since 1991 and was promoted to full professor in 1998. She was
elected chair of the Department of Women’s Studies from 2000-02, then
elected chair of the Department of English in 2002, where she served until
this past October. In addition, she chaired the university’s diversity council
for several years, chaired the university senate’s faculty compensation and
benefits committee and served on the senate’s diversity committee as well
as more than 50 other committees. She also is a past president of the
National Association of Departments of English. All of her service earned her
the Faculty Award for Distinguished University Service in 2006. A widely
published author, Lee has taught all levels of undergraduate and graduate
courses and won the Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching in 1993. 

Ephesus Member to Lead Minority Affairs at Ohio State

Southeast Women Project Love at Shelter 

With the theme “Project Love Boat” and an imagi-
nary cruise ship as their setting, the Women’s

Ministries team (right) from Cleveland’s Southeast
church recently set out to show love to residents of
the New Life Community shelter. Their purpose was to
get the women ready for dinner at the “captain’s
table.” To assist each resident in looking their best for
dinner, the team provided haircuts, manicures, facials

and chair massages.
The massage room
even had a video of
the ocean along with
calming music. 

“This was an awe-
some experience and
a great opportunity to
share and show God’s
love,” said Gladys
Bankston, Women’s
Ministries leader. “I
believe that a Chris-
tian woman should have a genuine and strong love for
everyone. Having this love for others will revive your
heart, restore your faith and renew your spirit.” 

The group, which has adopted the shelter as part
of their outreach ministry, has already started another
ministry there: Project Storeroom. The women will
organize the shelter’s clothing donations by style and
size and then place them on racks so residents can
feel as if they are shopping for clothes from a store.

APRIL 2010

Naomi Fluellen, a Southeast church member, helps 
beautify a resident of a nearby shelter.
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“Through the film we have the
chance to explore pioneering
healthcare facilities, state-of-the-art
medical technology and cutting-
edge science. But what matters
most is we have the privilege to
encounter people whose lives are
completely changed and that is
always the heart of the story.“

Attendees gave the film a stand-
ing ovation. Barb Clint, a commu-
nity health leader invited by an
Adventist colleague, said, “I was
amazed to learn of [the church’s]
commitment to community health.”
The film airs on PBS this month. 

Bethel Church Visits Seniors
Nursing home residents enjoy a

special presentation by the Sabbath

Northern Ohio Churches
Screen The Adventists

Members of several churches in
the Northern Ohio area invited their
neighbors to a screening of The

Adventists, a documentary that looks
at the Seventh-day Adventist
Church’s commitment to health min-
istry. The Northern Ohio Ministerial
Association sponsored the event,
which took place at the Southeast
church in Cleveland. 

Filmmaker Martin Doblmeier,
who attended the screening, says,

Filmmaker Martin Doblmeier answers
questions at the Cleveland premiere
of The Adventists.

School department of Bethel church
in Cleveland. The group brought
them songs, words of encourage-
ment and gifts.

Local Paper Features 
Berean Pathfinders

The Sequoia Pathfinder Club of
the Berea church in Uniontown, Pa.,
was recently featured in a full-page

article in the Herald-Standard, the
local paper. The article detailed the
group’s purpose, activities—includ-
ing a visit to the Courage to Stand
International Camporee—and con-
nection to the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church.—Patience Barnes

Spirit is published in the Visitor by the Allegheny West 
Conference �� 1339 East Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43205
Phone: (614) 252-5271 �� awconf.org �� President, Fredrick 
Russell �� Editor, Bryant Taylor

NEWS

NEW CONFERENCE STAFF
Bethel Pastoral Couple to Head Family Life

Calvin Roberson, pastor of the Bethel church in
Akron, Ohio, and his wife, Wendy, recently accepted
the call to head Allegheny West Conference’s Family

Life department. In this
new position they will
focus on providing
resources for blended
and traditional families
as well as coordinating
events for singles and
married couples.     

“Where there is a
happy family, there is a
happy church,” is the
couple’s motto, which is

reflected in the Marriage Vows (marriagevows.com) min-
istry they founded to change the negative statistics and
ensure success and happiness in marriage. 

New Health and Wellness Director Named
Kim Lee, president/CEO of the African-American

Alzheimer’s and Wellness Association based in
Columbus, was recently named
AWC’s Health and Wellness direc-
tor. Lee’s goal is to promote a
healthy conference by using
wholistic approaches to target
hypertension, diabetes, cancer and
dementia. Lee will also conduct a
thorough survey to better ascertain
members’ needs. She desires to
have a wellness center in each
church for in-reach and outreach. 

Why is it that there is such a wide and tragic gap between our answers to the questions, “What is important to
you?” and “How do you spend your time?” And why is it that words like “tomorrow” or “soon” and phrases

like “this won’t last forever” and “some day” and “I promise” punctuate our conversations? Some day soon, I will
stay in closer touch with my friends. Some day soon, I will follow a more disciplined devotional routine. Some day
soon I’ll give my family the time they deserve. Some day soon, I will give myself to a project that will better my com-
munity. You know what I am talking about. As soon as the barns are built (see Luke 12), as soon as the bills are
paid, as soon as this project is complete, as soon as the work is done, as soon as things slow down, as soon as …
well, as soon as things are different. 

It is one of the crowning ironies of life that those things that are most important to us are also the most easily
postponed. It seems to us that we cannot long postpone building the barn, doing the laundry, running the errands
or paying the bills. All those things together do not add up to much of a life. However, developing
a deeper relationship with one another, taking time for a person in need, spending time growing
our relationship with God, giving ourselves more fully to the cause of Christ—all of these things
can be easily postponed. And yet it is precisely these things that make for a full and fulfilling life.
We know that they are important. We may even plan to make room for them tomorrow. And so the
future becomes the repository of our noblest impulses. Nearly everyone does noble and important
things through anticipation and resolve, but it is only the God-led people who actually do
those things today.

Building Barns, Postponing Life

Rob Vandeman
President

APRIL 2010

Alvin Payne, youth pastor for the Hagerstown (Md.) church,
helps a group of Pathfinder Rangers earn the Church 
Heritage honor. 

Suen Allen, Shauntelle Allen and Anne Malangyaon, 
members of the West Wilmington Wolverines Pathfinder
Club, say they like to come to the classoree to meet new
people, wear their uniforms and earn honors.
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Some 300 Pathfinders representing 18 clubs came
together on a recent weekend to participate in the

Winter Classoree held at Mount Aetna Camp and
Retreat Center in Hagerstown, Md. 

The annual occasion offers Pathfinders—in levels
Friend to Guide—a selection of intensive honors classes
in 31 categories, and provides spiritual enrichment and
recreation. Keynote speaker Shawn Paris, youth pastor
for the Spencerville church in Silver Spring, Md., used
stories to illustrate the weekend’s “Love Without Limits”
theme.—Ann Reynolds and Charles Koerting

Pathfinders Earn Honors, Make Friends 
at Annual Classoree
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Spencerville Ministry Causes “Global Warming”

Hagerstown Church, Community Helps Teen

lined up outside the school gym in
the bitter cold to be the first to get
in when the doors opened. Pilar
reports that the sale yielded $4,500.
Cathy was recently released from
the hospital, and her family is opti-
mistic. “We believe that the Lord
makes miracles,” says Pilar.

Cathy Recuenco (right) cele-
brated her 13th birthday in the

hospital. She became ill in Septem-
ber and was admitted to John
Hopkins Medical Center in Balti-
more. Tests confirmed a diagnosis
of Chronic Myelogenous Leukemia.
She needed a bone marrow trans-
plant, and the Hagerstown (Md.)
church, where her family attends,
immediately scheduled a blood
drive to help locate a donor match.
Cathy’s mom, Pilar, turned out to
be the best match. 

Weeks became months as
Cathy’s illness and the distance to
the hospital took a toll on the fam-
ily. In an effort to ease the family’s
financial strain, the Hagerstown
church took up special offerings,
and Mount Aetna Adventist Ele-
mentary School, where Cathy is a
student, planned a massive indoor
yard sale. On sale day, 50 people

The Challenge is published in the 
Visitor by the Chesapeake Conference 
6600 Martin Road, Columbia, MD 21044
Phone: (410) 995-1910 �� ccosda.org
President, Rob Vandeman �� Editor, 
Samantha Young
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Twenty-one quilts and 18 crocheted blankets for
India; 40 baby blankets crafted with love and sent

to the Maluti Adventist Hospital in Lesotho; mittens and
hats for Native American children in North Dakota—
these are just a few of the projects completed by the
Keep in Stitches group at the Spencerville church in 
Silver Spring, Md.

“We started by making afghans for the shut-ins and
baby blankets for the newborns in the congregation,”

says Vania Baioni, leader of this dedicated small group
ministry. “Soon we expanded to scarves and hats for
day laborers and blankets for the local women’s shelter.”

The group crafts handmade items that provide physi-
cal warmth and also shares the warmth of God’s love in
the community. They recently made 71 hats and scarves
and delivered them, along with copies of Steps to
Christ, to homeless persons in Washington, D.C.

Keep in Stitches has about a dozen core members—
most of them women aged 8 to 94—but attracts a lot of
sporadic participants as well. The ministry helps mem-
bers connect not only with the local mission of the
Spencerville church, but also with the global mission of
reaching everyone for Christ. Lilia Salazar is a home-
bound member who is very active in the group. Accord-
ing to Baioni she makes many of the baby blankets and
has made more than 15 scarves for homeless people. 

Sabbath School classes and school-aged children
also get involved, helping to knit and raise funds for
supplies. For example, third-graders at Spencerville
Adventist Academy (pictured with their teacher, Kathy
Young and Keep in Stitches ministry leader Vania Baioni)
helped make fleece blankets for 114 orphan children in
Zambia. To cover the cost of 10 blankets, they held a
pizza lunch sale, which yielded $200. 

Students, faculty and guests recently gathered in the girls’ dormitory chapel to honor and remember the dormi-
tory’s namesake—Janel Kay DeHaan. Sheri Tydings, Highland View Academy (HVA) principal, opened the service

with a welcome and prayer. As a tribute to the DeHaan family, two DeHaan Hall residents gave musical performances.
Sophomore Karen Tejeda played “Amazing Grace” on the trumpet, and junior
Monnize Sobrinho played the piano and sang “Thank You” by Ray Boltz. 

Born to Frank and Dolly DeHaan, Janel Kay died just a few months shy of
her 8th birthday from a brain tumor. December 16, 2009, would have been
her 60th birthday. A generous donation from the DeHaans funded the con-
struction of DeHaan Hall in 1966. Over the years, it has been home to hun-
dreds of HVA students. 

During the program, Frank spoke
tearfully as he briefly recounted the
story of losing his daughter so many
years ago. But he also gave thanks

to God for the hope they have in knowing “we will be with Janel Kay again
one day and have the joy of raising her in heaven.” Current DeHaan Hall
residents presented the couple with flowers and cards. After the service
participants enjoyed refreshments in the dormitory lobby, and the girls had
a chance to meet and talk with the DeHaans. 

As members of the Willowbrook church in Hagerstown, Md., the
DeHaans have been strong supporters of HVA for many decades. “Frank
has faithfully served on the HVA Board of Trustees and Finance commit-
tees for many years and provided a tremendous amount of wisdom, direc-
tion and continuity,” says Principal Tydings. 

In addition to their generous donations for various projects, the
DeHaans provided employment opportunities for HVA students at their
local businesses for 29 years. 

Students, Staff Remember Janel Kay DeHaan

NEWS

HVA Introduces New Alumni Coordinator
Renee Williams (below), Class of 1983, is currently

working part time at HVA as alumni coordinator. Williams
and her husband, Mark, have five
children, two currently enrolled at
HVA. Their son, Robby, is a four-
year senior and daughter,
Chelsea, is a freshman. 

“I’ve often thought how won-
derful it would be to be involved
at HVA again, and I am just
amazed at how God works

things out,” Williams says. “I’m so thrilled to be back at
my alma mater!” The Williams family recently moved to
Smithsburg, Md.

Alumni Weekend Planned
Alumni Weekend, April 30-May 2, will feature the

Highlanders for the Friday vespers service and Pastor
Tim Sheridan, Class of 1980, as guest speaker for the
Sabbath worship service. 

Honor classes this year will be 2005, 2000, 1995,
1990, 1985, 1980, 1975, 1970, 1965, 1960, 1955 
and 1950. For further information about Alumni 
Weekend, the Alumni Golf Tournament or other alumni 
news, visit highlandviewacademy.com/alumni.html, 
join the “Highland View Academy Alumni” Facebook
page or contact Renee Williams at rwilliams@highland-
viewacademy.com.

w w w. h i g h l a n d v i e w a c a d e m y. c o m
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DeHaan Hall residents spend time 
with Frank and Dolly DeHaan, whose
daughter’s name graces the dormitory.
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throughout the 2009-10 school year.  
One of the goals of this new 2011

textbook, Pearson Environmental
Science: Your World Your Turn,
authored by Jay Withgott, is to con-
clude with a chapter devoted to
highlighting five Toyota Tapestry
award-winning projects. The chapter
is to include a highlight of HVA stu-

dents’ study of sapro-
phytic and mycorrhizal
mushrooms and the
role that fungi play in
the ecosystem. 

“This has been a
wonderful learning
opportunity for our
students and it has
become a real honor,”

Barizo notes. The students have
also been featured in   Mycophile,
a national publication of the North
American Mycological Association.

Principal Sheri Tydings has
enjoyed watching the project grow.
“It has been an awesome experience
for the students to not only learn
through this project but [also] to real-
ize that their research is being recog-
nized at both local and national lev-
els,” she says. Read more at
sites.google.com/site/hvamycology.

Textbook Publisher to Highlight Mushroom Studies

Record-Breaking Blizzards 
Close School

HVA’s Environmental Science
program has captured the

attention of Pearson Publishing, a
major textbook publishing com-
pany. Representatives from the
company contacted Ophelia Barizo,
Science Department chair, about
the special mycology research HVA
students have been engaged in

From snowball fights and mak-
ing forts or snow angels to writing
messages in the snow, nearly
everyone had their share of wet
clothes and cold faces. When stu-
dents weren’t playing in the snow,
the dormitory deans engaged them
in a host of activities. “I think the
most fun for me was having a slum-
ber party with the girls in the dorm
and watching movies,” said sopho-
more Makhela Libebe. For seniors
Jumi Olowofoyeku and John Butler,
the snowball fights were the high-
light. Jesse Benton, history and
Bible teacher, reported that he
loved the beauty of the snow, but
also said, “The road I live on is very
difficult to navigate in a deep snow,
so I had to use a snow blower to
make about a quarter mile long
walking path to get to campus.
That part wasn’t so much fun!”

Two back-to-back, record-
breaking snow storms closed

Highland View Academy for a full
week in February. With classes
canceled, students caught up on
sleep, caught up on homework
and studies and took time to play
in the winter wonderland. 

April
16-17 30-Hour Famine for 

World Hunger

30 Alumni Golf Tournament
Beaver Creek Golf Course
Hagerstown, 8 a.m.

30-May 2 Alumni Weekend 

30 Vespers, Highland View 
Church, 7:30 p.m.

Sabbath Services, HVA 
Gymnasium, 10 a.m. 

May
1 Sabbath Services, HVA 

Gymnasium, 10 a.m. 

Alumni Basketball Game 
HVA Gymnasium, 8:30 p.m.

2 Alumni Soccer Game
HVA Soccer Field, 11 a.m.

15 Spring Concert
Highland View Church 
4 p.m.

16 Student Awards Banquet
HVA Gymnasium, 4:30 p.m.

28-30 Graduation Weekend

28 Parent Tribute
Highland View Church 
8 p.m.

29 Baccalaureate Service
Highland View Church 
11 a.m.

30 Commencement Service
HVA Gymnasium, 10 a.m.

Environmental Science
students and their
teacher, Ophelia Barizo
(second from right),
pause for a picture 
during one of their
mushroom forays.

CALENDAR

Highlander is published in the Visitor 
by the Highland View Academy�

10100 Academy Drive, Hagerstown, MD 21740
Phone: (301) 739-8480 � Fax: (301) 733-4770
highlandviewacademy.com
Principal and Editor, Sheri Tydings

For the past two years, Mountain View Conference leaders have made
efforts to reach the Hispanic community in Moorefield and Morgantown,

W.Va. Since then there have been 10 baptisms in Moorefield and two in Mor-
gantown. In addition, there are 20 ongoing Bible studies.  

“During the week, we meet in four different homes for Hogar Iglesia
(Home Church), and many of our visitors are asking us to go and worship in
their homes as well,” explains Walter Cardinas, Hispanic Ministries coordina-
tor for the conference and pastor of the two churches. “Because so many
families are requesting Hogar Iglesia, we are now planning to have two
meetings daily from Monday to Friday.”

All the recently baptized members are eager to bring others to Christ. The
Lord is using this group of new believers to lead the work. They are now
preaching, teaching Sabbath School classes, leading song service, giving
Bible studies and much more.

Eleven adults and one teenager from the Grafton
(W.Va.) church spent a recent Saturday night 

making 84 dozen donuts. The sale of the donuts and
additional donations yielded $600 for victims of the
Haitian earthquake. They sent the monies to ADRA’s
Haiti Earthquake Response Fund.

“The church donated more than $200 for the ingredi-
ents, allowing the entire sum from the sales to help the
people of that devastated area,” says Diane Gregg,
project coordinator. “All of the volunteers worked hard,
and we had a lot of fun together.”

The 12 workers who turned out the tasty, glazed
donuts included Dennis (right) and Janet Collins; Frank
(right, top) and Barbara Dadisman; Diane, Butch and
Hannah Gregg; Sonny and Leona Jenkins; Randy and
Marty Murphy and Kim Shafferman (above).
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Juan Zelaya, who was baptized last fall,
preaches in home churches where he
and his wife, Guadalupe, work together
as lay leaders.

Hispanic Work Grows Through Home Churches

Grafton Members Make Donuts for Haiti Relief
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Summer Camp Registration Opens

Wellness Camp to Teach Healthy
Lifestyle Changes

Young people aged 7 and above are invited to attend a variety of sum-
mer camps at Valley Vista Adventist Center in Huttonsville, W.Va. The

weeklong programs include horsemanship, ropes
course, archery, gymnastics, ceramics and other
activities. This year’s theme, “One Way,” will remind
youth that Christ is truly the one way to salvation. 

blood pressure and weight. Atten-
dees meet new friends, gain
support and put away unhealthy
habits. They will also enjoy a total
plant-based cuisine and walks
around the Valley Vista Adventist
Center in Huttonsville, W.Va. For
more information, or to make reser-
vations, call (304) 422-4581 or email
wellnesscamp_mvc@yahoo.com.

Mountain View Conference 
members seeking to make

healthy changes in their lives are
invited to attend the conference’s
third Wellness Camp July 21-August
4. Attendees from past years
reported a reduction in cholesterol,

April
11 Town Hall Meeting 

Oakland Church

18 Town Hall Meeting 
Clarksburg Church

23-24 Young Adult Summit 
Valley Vista Adventist Center 
Huttonsville

25 Education Fair
Summersville Church

May
3 Organizing Committee 

Parkersburg

16 Town Hall Meeting 
Charleston

17 Executive Committee

23 Nominating Committee

28-30 Pathfinder Fair, Valley Vista 

29 Walk 100 Miles Ends

Ray Jerman gets involved as Chris
Hasse teaches a bread baking class.

Nicole Ott, Debra King, Lindah
Mavave and Karen Hawk enjoy facials.

Mountain View
EVENTS

Mountain Viewpoint is published 
in the Visitor by the Mountain View 
Conference � 1400 Liberty Street, 
Parkersburg, WV 26101 �� Phone: (304)
422-4581 �� mtviewconf.org �� President,
Larry Boggess �� Editor, Monica Zill

Mountain View Conference 
2010 Summer Camps

Adventure Camp (ages 7-9)
June 27-July 3  

Junior Camp (ages 10-12)
July 4-10 

Teen Camp (ages 13+)
July 11-17

Lifeguard Camp (ages 15+)
June 6-11 

For more information, visit 
mountainviewconference.org, 
or call the conference office at 
(304) 422-4581.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

SpiriT
M O U N T  V E R N O N  A C A D E M Y

MAY 8—Acronics Homeshow

On May 8, at 9 p.m., Mount Vernon Academy’s (MVA)
Acronics gymnastics team (below), will present a
home show in the school’s gymnasium. Parents,
friends and alumni are welcome to attend as team
members present a combination of acrobatics and
cheer pyramids. 

MAY 9—Spring Concert

The annual spring concert,
with music director David
Nino (right), will take place
May 9. MVA’s choir,
Echoliers, Cascabel and
band will present DREAMS,
which will feature musical
selections from around the
world, including Russia, Africa, Brazil and America. 

MAY 28-30—
Graduation Weekend

The Class of 2010’s 
graduation weekend will be
held May 28-30. Tim Soper
(right), MVA chaplain, will
give the Commencement
address.  

Consecration, Friday, 
May 28, 8 p.m. with speaker Pam Castillo

Baccalaureate, Sabbath, May 29, 11 a.m. with 
Herb Montgomery

Class Night, Saturday, May 29, 9:15 p.m.

Commencement, Sunday, May 30, 10 a.m.

Striving Toward the Promised Land

Ilistened as her story came out in a torrent of frustration and regret. She wanted to know why her father aban-
doned her and her mother 18 years ago. How does one answer a question like that? Young people today are

looking for normalcy in the form of an increasingly elusive ideal. Who is going to stand in the breach of our young
people’s lives and lead them when so many adults in their lives have abdicated their responsibility? 

The fact is that as soon as we establish this world as the “norm,” we miss the point. We have to realize that our lives
here on this Earth are an aberration; there is an eternity waiting for us if we are just willing to look up and choose to
wake up from this nightmare. Sitting here looking out of my office window taking in the misery of the Ohio winter, I have
to remind myself that it is summer somewhere. The slush, salt and cold are not universal, and if I head
south, I can escape winter all together.

Who is going to tell our students about a better place and a better life if they are not in our
schools? Attending church once a week will not get the message to them. Many of us cling to
church services that have lost their relevance to most of our youth. We have to fight to save our
children—one school, one conference at a time. We have to hang on to each soul and show them
that there is a way out—not a norm but a new reality—so they will be able to make the
choice between staying out in the cold or heading for the promised land.

APRIL 2010
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Principal
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village. They walked across the
street to a home made from
wooden poles, rotten boards and a
thatched roof. The students raised
the floor level of the structure a few
feet and created a retaining wall
around the home. They also drilled
a well and constructed trusses for a
missionary home being built nearby.

Each evening students partici-
pated in Vacation Bible School in
the riverside village of Union, and
thanks to some fun songs, stories
and activities (and a little candy),
more than 80 children learned
about Jesus.

After a productive week, the
group took a daylong trip up the
Amazon River, stopping by a tribal
village to trade and barter for sou-
venirs. They spent the night in the
jungle battling mosquitoes, catch-
ing a small alligator and listening
to the sounds of a different
ecosystem.—Tim Soper

Students Serve in the Amazon

Sixteen Mount Vernon Academy
students recently returned from a

10-day mission trip to Iquitos, Peru.
While there, they primarily focused
on making improvements to Poppy’s

House, a crisis foster care facility,
founded and managed by MVA
alumnus Paul Opp (’76). He is also
the founder of People of Peru, an
organization, that sponsors the edu-
cation of children from elementary
school through university.

Despite the intense equatorial
heat, the students worked through
the day with high-energy and enthu-
siasm. Within three days, they fin-
ished fencing in the property and
started other projects in the local

SpiriT

April
13-17 Spring Week of Prayer

18 Junior/Senior Banquet

22 Service Day

23-25 Alumni Weekend

25-30 Junior Class Boston Trip

28-May 2 Home Leave

May
8 Gymnastics Home Show

9 Spring Concert

11-17 Senior Trip

12 Service Day

24-26 Final Exams

26 Last Day of Classes

28-30 Graduation Weekend

Kris McGill (’10) displays his catch—
a piranha—on an early morning 
Amazon fishing expedition.

Madeline Mayo (’10) enjoyed getting
to know local children at Vacation
Bible School.

Derek DeBardeleben (’10) helps with
Vacation Bible School.

Kevin Park (’10) (back) and Johnny
Moritz (’11) help build trusses.

calendar
eventsof

Spirit is published in the Visitor by Mount 
Vernon Academy �� 525 Wooster Road,
Mount Vernon, OH 43050 �� Phone: 
(740) 397-5411 � mvacademy.org �� Principal,
Robert Stevenson �� Editor, Amy Soper
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“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light” (1 Pet. 2:9, NIV).

At some time in the life of the church, some people began to believe and claim that ministry is only a prerogative
of pastors. According to the New Testament, all believers belong to the priesthood, including the laymen! To

limit ministry to clergy was a strange concept for the New Testament church, because all God’s people have per-
sonal access to Him and the spiritual right to minister. 

According to Ellen White, “Sometimes ministers do too much; they seek to embrace the whole work in their arms.
It absorbs and dwarfs them; yet they continue to grasp it all. They seem to think they alone are to work in the cause of
God, while the members of the church stand idle. This is not God’s order at all” (Evangelism, p.113).

Ministry should be every church member’s great privilege and responsibility. It is impossible to
be a Christian and not be involved in ministry! In my personal experience, my ministry began to be
more fruitful when I trained church members to be small group leaders and lay evangelists. Then I
had the blessing of seeing my churches grow, and I started to baptize hundreds of people every
year. During our New Jersey Ministries Convention, this concept was presented and readily
accepted by our pastors and lay leaders. You, too, are a member of a royal priesthood so
start ministering in your community today!

Who Belongs to the Priesthood?

Robbinsville Partners With Community to Help Haiti

José H. Cortés
President

Afew weeks after meeting with the mayor of 
Robbinsville and offering the church’s facilities for

community events, Art Randall, Robbinsville church
pastor, made good on that offer. The mayor wondered
if they could use the church’s fellowship room to hold
a fundraiser to help with relief efforts for Haiti. The
Robbinsville church quickly agreed to use the facilities
to serve as a collection center for water, tents and
other supplies. In addition, a group of community
leaders offered to organize a dinner with the proceeds
going to the Red Cross. 

All the Robbinsville church had to do was open
their doors, and the civic leaders did all the work of

organizing donors and volunteers from the community
and high school. More than 100 people came to the
church to enjoy the dinner and participate in other
fundraising activities. 

Students from Robbinsville High School volunteered
to serve as waiters, sold pies (above) and made
bracelets to sell. The effort raised $2,500 and donors
gave a truckload of supplies and clothing for Haiti.

APRIL 2010

Robbinsville member Susan Stoica (left) stands with 
community volunteers Agrima, Manishi, Ravi and Rituik
Agnihotri. For the past two years, the Agnihotri children
attended Vacation Bible School with Stoica.
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Nearly 600 Attend Ministries Conventions 

Nearly 600 local church leaders from around the New Jersey Conference attended the annual Ministries Leadership
Training Conventions at Tranquil Valley Retreat Center in Tranquility. Under the theme “Discovering the Secrets of

Growth,” Spanish- and English-speaking leaders attended the meetings on separate weekends. Breakout training ses-
sions provided leaders with valuable material and training. Below are highlights from the weekend: 

Presenter Horace Delisser, MD, clarifies a point for
Judy Fleming, a health seminar attendee.

April
2-4 English Women’s Spring Retreat 

Cape May

7-10 Stewardship Emphasis Weekend 
Local Churches

11 Children’s Ministries Training Day 
Wayne and Lake Nelson Churches

10 Music Festival for Northern Jersey

16-18 Single Ministries Retreat, Tranquil 
Valley Retreat Center (TVRC)

17 Spanish Couples Retreat 
Woodcliff

23-25 Adventist Community Services 
Disaster Response Training, TVRC

English Couples Retreat, Edison

May
5-8 Stewardship Emphasis Weekend 

Local Churches

15 New Jersey Conference Worship 
Training Day, Laurelwood Church

23 Children’s Ministries Training Day 
Wayne and Lake Nelson Churches

June
2-5 Stewardship Emphasis Weekend 

Local Churches

4-6 Adventure Family Timeout, TVRC

12 Combined English and Spanish 
Camp Meeting, TVRCCommunication

leaders study the
Visitor during a
training session
led by editor
Celeste Ryan 
Blyden.

Pastor Ramon Canals, Hispanic
Ministries director for the North
Pacific Union Conference, served
as the guest speaker for the 
Spanish training weekend.

José Cortés Jr. (left), Youth Min-
istries director for the Greater New
York Conference and guest speaker
for the English weekend, pauses for
a photo with his son and father.

New Jersey News is published in the 
Visitor by the New Jersey Conference 
2160 Brunswick Ave., Trenton NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 392-7131 �� njcsda.org
President, José H. Cortés �� Editor, Jim Greene

Maribel Becerra, Belleville 
Spanish church 

275 Local Church Leaders Meet for Training

More than 275 local church leaders and pastors
from across the state recently headed to Colum-

bus for the Hispanic Small Groups Convention, the
Small Groups Conference for English speakers and
Ohio Ministry University.

Hispanic Small Groups Convention 
The annual Small Groups Convention is an important

part of the ongoing leadership training that Ohio 
Hispanic congregations have been involved with for 
the past several years. Featured speaker Leonardo
Figueroa is pastor of the Tulsa Hispanic church (Okla.).
His church grew from two families in 1995 to its current
size of 370 members in two congregations. More than
100 attendees listened as Figueroa shared how his
church has benefited and grown through small groups. 

Small Groups Conference 
“I feel challenged and stretched in my thinking, 

and am excited to see what God has in store,” said
one of the 65 people who participated in the small

groups ministry workshops. The speakers were Milton
Adams, director of the Simple Church Project, affili-
ated with the North American Division; and Ron
Rockey, PhD, and his wife, Nancy Rockey, PhD,
(above), specialists in marriage and family therapy
and clinical pastoral counseling. Adams presented his
“Growth Groups” seminar on how to conduct rela-
tional Bible studies that are suitable for unchurched
people. The Rockeys’ presentations included seg-
ments from The Journey, a series of study guides they
developed for small groups that are designed to help
people shed the negative impact of their past and
realize lasting happiness and spiritual health. 

Ohio Ministry University 
Now in its fourth year, Ohio Ministry University con-

tinues to be a popular draw for local church leaders
who are passionate about growing in Christ and looking
for fresh ideas to positively impact their communities. 
“I look forward to this every year,” stated one partici-
pant. “This was my first time,” said another. “It was
great.” The event was “enlightening, uplifting and inspi-
rational,” added a third attendee.

Ryan Bell, senior pastor of the Hollywood Adventist
Church in Los Angeles, reported on projects that his
congregation has undertaken to provide affordable
housing, extend healthcare to those who have no insur-
ance or benefits and involve young adults in the arts. 

Milton Adams (above) reported on the Simple Church
Project in Orlando, Fla., which grew out of a house
church that he and his wife started in the summer of
2008. Adams will coordinate the Ohio Simple Church
network and is available by telephone and over the Inter-
net to provide information, training and encouragement.
For more information, visit simplechurchathome.com.

For copies of materials from the event, contact
Monte Sahlin at montessahlin@gmail.com or the Ohio
Conference at information@ohioadventist.org or (740)
397-4665, ext. 165.
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face off in a Bible Bowl competition.
Each church earns points for the

amount of soup or peanut butter
they collect and the number of cor-
rect answers they submit regarding
the biblical book chosen. Points are
totaled, and the winning church
savors their victory until they square
off again the following year. Last
year the competition was so close
that the value of peanut butter ver-
sus soup had to be negotiated!

Recently the two churches went
helmet to helmet to reveal which
knew the most about the book of
Judges and finished only two
points apart (189-187) out of a
possible 200 points total. Wester-
ville barely edged out Reynolds-
burg. Westerville also collected
more peanut butter than Reynolds-
burg did soup, making them the
undisputed champs for 2010.  

Both congregations enjoy 

unselfish giving and learning about a
specific book of the Bible. Contest-
ants also enjoy each other’s com-
pany during dinner together after the
competition. However, as Westerville
member Phil Wilson stated, “the real
winners are the hungry people get-
ting the soup and peanut butter!”
Next year’s competition will be on
the book of Acts.—Mike Barnett

Reynoldsburg and Westerville 
Compete in “Souper Bible Bowl” 

Toledo First Offers Soup for the Soul 

What started as an annual food
drive for a local charitable

organization has become a friendly
competition between the Reynolds-
burg and Westerville churches.
Rotating yearly, each church collects
either peanut butter or vegetable
soup. A volunteer from each church
creates artwork under which the
food piles up. The churches then

soup and bread, followed by a dis-
cussion on biblical themes. This sim-
ple concept has led to a dramatic
increase in attendance, drawing 25
adults and 10 children each week.

“We started Soup for You to be
intentional about nurturing our
church’s inner life, but the result has
been that a good number of people
from the community have started
attending,” shares Rachel Davies,
associate pastor. Some are parents
from the church-operated day care
and elementary school, but others
have seen the sign from the street
and dropped in to fellowship. Last
fall, after Toledo First announced

that their sanctuary would be open
for prayer every Wednesday, a few
community people came to
pray and then ended up staying for
Soup for You in the evening. Later
they brought friends. 

“I like Soup for You because I get
to eat together with others while
studying a book that is interesting
and thought-provoking,” one com-
munity member said.

“Some of the community mem-
bers have begun to bring soup, too,
and we’ve been delighting in each
other’s company—growing and
learning together!” adds Davies. 

Seeking a remedy for the dismal
attendance at Toledo First

church’s midweek service, leaders
turned to the tonic that many do
when illness strikes: soup. That’s
how Soup for You was born. Atten-
dees enjoy a nourishing meal of

Attendees at Toledo First church’s
weekly Soup for You gathering enjoy
a nourishing meal of soup and bread
before delving into Bible study.

Members of the winning team, the
Westerville church, were deemed
the most knowledgeable on the
book of Judges.
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Ihave a blast traveling around our conference visiting our youth groups. I recently went to Easton to visit Legit Wor-
shippers (LW), which meets in Javier and Mirabel Mendez’s home. After snacks and mixer games, we sat down for

a Bible study. I was sitting next to Kevin. It was Kevin’s first time at LW. Prior to starting our study, Bibles were
handed out to each young person. After several comments, Javier asked the youth to turn to a specific place in their
Bibles. I could immediately tell that Kevin was uncomfortable. I asked him if he needed help. He said, “I’ve never

used one of these things before.” I told him that I could give
him the page numbers as we continued to look up additional
passages. That night was a special night. It was the first time
Kevin, a skater from the block, first opened Jesus’ message. 
I wonder what kind of emotions Jesus experienced as Kevin
finally opened the gift of the Bible for the first time. Several
weeks later, Javier called to tell me that Kevin gave a testimony
in front of the whole group about Jesus. 

Sometimes evangelism comes in the form
of a large campaign held at the church. Other
times it comes in the form of committed peo-
ple like Javier and Mirabel inviting the skater
from up the street to open Jesus’ love letter.
In whatever form it comes, Pennsylvania 
Conference churches are committed to
reaching their communities with this
distinctive message that changes lives.

A Skater Meets Jesus

El Camino Officially Becomes a Church

Kris Eckenroth
Youth and Young Adult

Ministries Director

Members of the El Camino Mission Group in 
Easton recently signed the charter to become

official members of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Approximately 50 people attend Sabbath

services at this mission-minded church. Ray Hartwell,
conference president; Ron Christman, treasurer; and
Juan Lopez, Hispanic Ministries coordinator, were all
on hand for this special service. Members are eager
to reach the Hispanic community in Easton. “Kingdom
growth is what sparks our group,” shares Cesar 
Mercado, group leader. 

Originally members of the Lehigh Valley Spanish
church in Allentown, El Camino members now meet in a
Lutheran church and work with members of that church
in a food pantry ministry. They also work with the
Lehigh Valley church to provide the Entre Amigos
(“Between Friends”) radio program. In addition, they
offer English as a Second Language and knitting
classes to community members. 

“God is working in amazing ways,” Hartwell reports.
“During the organization service, a non-member came
forward to join the church in the near future. Over lunch
another man, who was visiting for the first time with his
son, indicated that he would like to consider joining this
Adventist church.” 
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Ray Hartwell, Pennsylvania Conference president, says 
a special blessing for the leadership team at the El Camino
church in Easton.

A Pennsylvania 
Conference Core Value
Evangelism: We are passionate for the lost and
thus committed to purpose-driven innovation
and relational ministry. We will teach and preach
our distinctive message in a way that is mean-
ingful to the people we are trying to reach. We
will build the kingdom through creative and inno-
vative ways that will cause truth to stand out
clearly and distinctly. We will constantly evaluate
our forms and methods, seeking cultural rele-
vance and maximum ministry effectiveness for
Jesus Christ. (See 1 Chron. 12:32; Luke 19:10.)
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says Ray Hartwell, conference
president. “I am glad that God has
provided resources we would not
have had here on our own to invite
Jason to join us in this movement
of putting Youth and Young Adult
Ministries on the front page of our
priorities as a conference.”

Foster graduated from Southern
Adventist University (Tenn.) with a
degree in theology. He has a pas-
sion for sharing Christ with young
people and helping them grow in
their personal relationship with God
while growing a sense of mission in
their lives. He presently serves as
the dean of men and a Bible teacher
at Rio Lindo Adventist Academy
(Calif.). He previously served as the

associate dean of men and a Bible
teacher at Shenandoah Valley Acad-
emy in New Market, Va. 

Major funding for this position
has been provided from outside
sources. 

Conference Welcomes Assistant Youth Director

York Member Honored for Service to the Blind

Jason Foster (right), the new
assistant director for Youth and

Young Adult Ministries, will lead the
summer camp ministries program at
Laurel Lake Camp in Rossiter and
build ministries designed to reclaim
young adults. With Foster taking on
some of the responsibilities, director
Kris Eckenroth will help local
churches develop youth groups,
provide youth leader training
events, plan events and rallies for
young people, work with Cool
Camp and youth mission trips, as
well as oversee workers for summer
camp, Pathfinders and Adventurers.

“There is a huge drain of young
adults not active in the Adventist
Church across North America,”

Adventist movement to raise $2
million for the blind through CRS. 

“Everything that I’ve accom-
plished, especially in the area of
fundraising, has been a miracle
every day, and that’s only through
prayer and surrender to God’s will,”
Klinedinst says. 

Ted N.C. Wilson, a worldwide
Seventh-day Adventist Church vice
president and CRS board chair-
man, along with Larry Pitcher,
president of CRS, presented
Klinedinst with a plaque during a
service at the York church where
Klinedinst is a member and elder.
Tom Evans, North American 
Division treasurer, also made a
presentation to Klinedinst while
Frank Bondurant, vice president
for Ministries Development at the
Columbia Union Conference, and
Barry Tryon, Pennsylvania Confer-
ence executive secretary, took part
in the service. 

Klinedinst’s son, David, Per-
sonal Ministries director for CRS,
shared his father’s story and how
God used him. “By God’s grace,
Dad became the most successful
worker to ever serve with CRS—all

with no marketing or sales training
and with barely a high school edu-
cation,” David shared.

Christian Record Services (CRS)
recently honored Richard

Klinedinst for 35 years of service
as a representative in eastern
Pennsylvania. Over the years, he
made approximately 12,000 visits
to blind people and introduced
them to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church’s inspirational materials
offered through CRS. He was the
first person in the history of the

April
23-25 Adventurer Family Retreat

Laurel Lake Camp

Alumni Weekend
Blue Mountain Academy 
(BMA)

30-May 1 Spring Concerts, BMA

30-May 2 Academy Days, BMA

May
2 Pathfinder Fair, BMA

28-30 Graduation Weekend, BMA

June
11-19 Camp Meeting, BMA

Ted N.C. Wilson, a vice president 
at the worldwide Seventh-day
Adventist Church, presents a plaque
to Richard Klinedinst in the pres-
ence of his wife, Dolores.
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What’s the most important thing to you? Is it sports, politics, philosophy, family, time or religion? Now what do you
think is most important to the Trinity about those of us here on Earth? Quite simply it is His children—His church.

The sacrifice of heaven proves His compelling drive of love for His children. “See what love the Father has given us that
we should be called the children of God. And so we are … Beloved we are God’s children now …” (1 John 3:1-2, RSV).

When God’s children work and come together for worship, it is called church. There is nothing as important in
God’s eyes as the local church. In the words of author Bridget Willard, “Church isn’t where you meet. Church isn’t
a building. Church is what you do. Church is who you are. Church is the human outworking of the person of Jesus

Christ. Let’s not go to church, let’s be the church.” 
How do we as God’s children go about being the church? Looking

around the Potomac Conference, I see many examples. I know of a group
of God’s children who provided car repairs for single moms. I know of a
group of God’s children who realized there was a crack house close to
their church and befriended the inhabitants. I know of a
group of God’s children who sent out Bible study cards
and more than 480 of their neighbors responded. 
I know of a group of God’s children who gave out pump-

kin pies at Thanksgiving and later invited recipients to a series of meetings. I know a group of
God’s children who prayed about planting a church, and now there are 600 in attendance. What’s
the most important thing? For me it is knowing that we are God’s children and being His
church to those for whom He died.

Being the Church

Manassas Members Aid Haitian Children

After visiting Haiti and seeing the hopeless conditions
facing many children, Manassas (Va.) church mem-

bers Charles and Gigi Le-Morzellec founded the Eden
Garden Orphanage in 1998. The orphanage, located just
outside the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince, offers a
medical clinic, K-8 schooling for 250 kids, housing for
nearly 40 children and a fresh-water well, which supports
nearly 1,000 people in the community.  

Even after the recent earthquake, the orphanage
continues to thrive and grow as churches from around
the Columbia Union and beyond develop partnerships
with the couple. Members of their home church in Man-
assas are also lending a hand. Last month Pastor Joey
Pollom and his wife, Sarah, joined a group that visited
the orphanage.

“We’re amazed at how God can use two people to
love, support and reach an entire community,” he
reflects. To learn more, visit edenchildren.info, or read
their story in the Latest News section at pcsda.org.
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Gigi and Charles Le-Morzellec meet with Pastor Joey 
Pollum and his wife, Sarah, at the Eden Garden 
Orphanage campus.

Bill Miller 
President

Church isn’t 
where you meet …
Church is who 
you are.
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congratulated RPC on the church’s
growth since its humble beginnings.
“Who would’ve thought that this
day began as a Bible study in a
pastor’s living room,” he stated.
During its development, three pas-
tors relocated to the Lanham-Bowie
area to assist the project. 

Bill Miller, conference president,
gave a rousing encouragement to
RPC. “My challenge to Restoration
Praise Center is to look beyond
those pale blue lines,” he said refer-
ring to the constraints of the status
quo. Miller instructed the church to
defy the “dictatorship of normal.”
He later presented the official certifi-
cate of organization to the congre-
gation before turning the floor over
to an appreciative and emotionally

moved Paul Graham, the church’s
senior pastor. Shortly after, RPC’s
leadership team came forward to
sign the document on behalf of the
members.—Andre Weston

Restoration Praise Officially Organized

Sligo’s Pathfinders Lead Worship, Training

With 270 charter members,
Restoration Praise Center

(RPC) officially organized into com-
pany status as the newest addition
to the Potomac Conference. 
Conference leaders recognized the

Lanham, Md.-based group as 
having one of the largest charter
memberships in the history of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

The ceremony started with a joy-
ous song service and prayer. Pastor
Melvyn Hayden III welcomed atten-
dees in the packed sanctuary and

pated in Pathfinder Sabbath in
Takoma Park, Md. The Sligo
Pathfinders were involved in all
aspects of the worship service from
the children’s story to the pastoral
prayer. The service was followed by
a potluck and several honors,
awards and training sessions. 

Seventh- and eighth-graders
taught many of the honors courses,
including child care, soil and endan-
gered species. “Our entire goal for

Pathfinders is to teach our children
to be leaders, so we give them
chances to participate,” explains
Darrell Milam, church Pathfinder
director. “Many of our older
Pathfinders are getting out there
and teaching honors to kids and
adults at the church and at cam-
porees.”—Marceline Ndahayo

Pathfinders from some 10
churches from the Potomac,

Chesapeake and Alleghany East
conferences attended and partici-

Restoration Praise Center Pastors
Ronnie Willie Seneque, Paul Graham
and Kelvin L. Mitchell meet with Bill
Miller, Potomac Conference president.

Ryan Conway leads out during a
recent Pathfinder Sabbath at Sligo
church in Takoma Park, Md.
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Recently I was reacquainted with an educational documentary called 2 Million Minutes. The premise of the pro-
gram was to compare and contrast high school education systems in different countries and ultimately deter-

mine where American education fits into the overall global educational picture. While I don’t agree with everything
in the program, it really challenges how education is done. It should provoke many educators to take a strong look
at how we are preparing our students for a global economy. 

This year at Takoma Academy (TA), we have spent a significant amount of time focusing on curriculum develop-
ment, adding courses and concentrating on providing a rigorous academic program to prepare our students for
college. As I watched the video, I felt confident about the progress and direction we are taking for our TA families.
Ironically, the academic information the video shared is not what continues to replay in my mind, it is simply the title
itself: 2 Million Minutes.

The average student will spend more than 2 million minutes in high school alone! Parents, who do you want
educating your student and developing their character? Investing in Seventh-day Adventist edu-
cation provides an opportunity to combine excellence in academics and spirituality. The faculty
and staff of Takoma Academy are fostering this type of environment and preparing our students
for the global changes happening, so they can be assets to society and witnesses for Christ. We
have to guard every minute of our young people’s lives and place them in schools that are
focused on making sure that those 2 million minutes result in an eternity in the kingdom. We invite
you to partner with us as you consider the 2 million minutes that your child spends on their
success journey in high school. 

Making Each Minute Count

Area Eighth-graders Invited to Campus

David Daniels
Principal

On Friday, April 16, eighth-graders from local
Adventist schools will don athletic gear and head

to TA for a day of healthy competition and team-build-
ing activities. This fun field day, called “TA’s Amazing

Race,” is based on the popular television show and
literally involves students participating in several dif-
ferent types of races. As they meet and form teams
with students from the different schools, participants
begin learning valuable interpersonal skills. As they
compete, they are challenged both mentally and
physically. From keyboarding to rock climbing to an
obstacle course to sack races, past participants
report really enjoying the event. 

Students from TA will serve as event staff members,
allowing them to practice their leadership skills. Before
the day ends, students will have the opportunity to
audition for ability scholarships. Students who do not
attend an Adventist elementary school are also invited
to participate. To register your eighth-grader for TA’s
Amazing Race, call (301) 434-4700. 

Last year’s race participants (left to right) Elyssa Nasci-
mento (’10), Noelle Callahan (’12), Rachel Rupert (’10),
Jade Callahan (’10), Erica Singh (’09) and Whitney Hucks
(’10) served as team leaders and guides.

AP
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event is open to the public, and
proceeds will benefit TA’s scholar-
ship fund. Sabbath events include
a 10 a.m. worship service, class
reunion photo session and lunch-
eon. While several classes will hold
individual reunion parties on Satur-
day night, the Alumni Association
(see taalumni.org) will hold a
“roast” honoring long-time science
instructor Ken “Uncle Willie” 
Wilson. This banquet will be held 
at 7 p.m. on the campus of nearby
Washington Adventist University.
To purchase banquet tickets, or for
more information about the week-
end, contact Aaron Belcher at
president@taalumni.org or Kathy
Hecht at khecht@wau.edu. 

Golf, Banquet Highlight Upcoming Alumni Weekend

Five Sophomores Inducted 
Into Honor Society

Former TA students will return to
campus April 23-24 for Alumni

Weekend. This homecoming event
held the fourth weekend of each
April, gives classmates and friends
an opportunity to catch up and
share memories. This year’s honor
classes are 1945, 1950, 1955, 1960,
1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985,
1990, 1995, 2000 and 2005. 

Highlights for the weekend
include the 11th annual Alumni and
Friends Golf Tournament Friday,
April 23, 8 a.m. This fundraising

The Takoma Academy chapter of the National Honor Society recently
welcomed five new members: Krystal Uzuegbu, Kamesha Laurry,

Courtney D’Avilar, Noelle Callahan and Candace Neufville. These students,
all sophomores, have demonstrated outstanding scholastic achievement.
Each one has a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.7. They have
also displayed leadership skills, participated in community service activi-
ties and exemplified strong moral values. 

Takoma Academy received their charter as a National Honor Society
chapter in 1964 and the society has been active ever since. Students have

participated in a number of
community service activities
such as visiting nursing homes,
feeding the homeless, raising
money for Rebuilding Together
and cleaning up their “adopted”
stretch of Carroll Avenue. 

Calendar

On April 8 at 8 p.m., Maryland PBS
stations will premiere “The Adventists,”
a one-hour documentary about the
health ministry of the Adventist
Church. This film (journeyfilms.com)
features TA alumnus Leonard Bailey,
MD (’60), a pediatric heart surgeon.

Members of Takoma Academy’s
Class of 1960, along with several
other honor year groups, have
already made plans to celebrate their
50th high school reunion.

April
2 End of Third Term

5 Parent/Teacher Conferences

16 TA’s 5th Annual Amazing Race 
Scholarship Auditions

20 Scholarship Auditions

23 Alumni and Friends Golf 
Tournament, 8 a.m.

23-24 Alumni Weekend

May
2, 4 Scholarship Auditions

7 Community Service Day

8 Mother’s Day Concert

10 Career Fair

13 Junior/Senior Banquet

14 Spring Picnic

20 Fine Arts’ Spring Production 
7 p.m.

23 Fine Arts’ Spring Production 
4 p.m.

24 Board of Trustees 
Dinner/Meeting, 6 p.m.

27 Spring Concert

31 Memorial Day—School 
Closed 

June
3 Last Day of School
4-6 Graduation Weekend

National Honor Society advisors
Tom Ballard and Lou Anne
Wood flank new inductees 
Krystal Uzuegbu, Kamesha 
Laurry, Courtney D’Avilar, Noelle 
Callahan and Candace Neufville.
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Spring is always an exciting time at Washington
Adventist University (WAU). The campus emerges

from the winter’s feeling of dormancy with a burst of
life. As the pink and white blossoms emerge on the
trees and the Easter flowers push up through the soil,
the feeling of renewal is apparent on the faces of our
students. Some are anticipating graduation and the
challenges of a new professional life just around the
corner, while others are excited about upcoming mis-
sion trips and other summer events.

Of course, April is always the month we welcome our
alumni back to campus for a memory-filled reunion of
friends and mentors. This year the renewal will be espe-
cially apparent, as we begin the weekend on April 9
with the groundbreaking for the new Music Center. 

Then in May in addition to the many traditional
events of commencement weekend we are commem-
orating the transition to a university of excellence with

a landmark concert and inaugural celebration on Mon-
day evening, May 3 at the Music Center at Strathmore
in North Bethesda, Md. The Columbia Collegiate
Chorale and New England Youth Ensemble will per-
form their world-renowned repertoire. A number of

special guests including
WAU alumnus and famed
Loma Linda Medical 
Center heart surgeon,
Leonard Bailey, MD, (left),
will help us make this an
evening to remember. 

Yes, my friends, the
spirit is growing at your
university. Whether it’s the
spirit of faith and service
lived out in Campus Min-
istries activities, the spirit

of determination and pride that brings
down the house at athletic events, or
the spirit of achievement and excel-
lence that reflects on the faces of our
graduates as they grasp their diplomas
and embrace family and friends, the
spirit is growing at WAU. 

Weymouth Spence
President

APRIL 2010

To celebrate the groundbreaking of the new WAU
Music Building, the Department of Music is invit-

ing all choral singers from Washington Missionary
College, Columbia Union College or Washington
Adventist University to sing in the Gala Reunion 
Concert during Alumni Weekend, April 9-10.

Three past choir directors—Bob Young, Leland
Tetz and Jon Gilbertson—will be present to help cur-
rent director James Bingham conduct the reunion
concert on Sabbath, April 10, at 3:30 p.m. in the Sligo
church sanctuary.

The New England Youth Ensemble (NEYE) of
Washington Adventist University, under the direction
of Virginia-Gene Rittenhouse and Preston Hawes, is
also inviting its former members to return for this gala
weekend. The NEYE will perform for the worship serv-
ice and accompany the Gala Reunion Concert. The
reunion choir and orchestra will rehearse Friday, April
9, at 8:30 p.m. in the Sligo church sanctuary, immedi-
ately following alumni vespers.

For more information, contact the Department of
Music at (301) 891-4025 or email music@wau.edu.
—James Bingham

Former Choir Members
Wanted for Mass
Reunion Concert

The Spirit is Growing!
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Potomac Conference’s Takoma
Park (Md.) church. “As I grew older,
I was truly inspired by the biblical
story of Jesus Christ. That is the
major part of my inspiration, and
that is the story I want to tell.” 

Originally from Spain, the com-
poser and conductor has performed
with WAU’s New England Youth
Ensemble in Europe, Canada, Rus-
sia, Australia, South Africa, Mexico,
Jamaica and the United States. 

His cast of eight includes two
WAU graduates: Javier Gonzalez
(below) is a tenor and member of
Chesapeake Conference’s

Spencerville church in Silver Spring,
Md. He plays John. Soprano Karla
Rivera (above), a New Jersey native
and 2000 WAU graduate, is also a
Spencerville church member and
plays Jesus’ mother. Learn more 
at seeohmyson.com.—Celeste 
Ryan Blyden

Alumni to Premiere Opera at Carnegie Hall

New Graduate School Dean Named

Marcos Galvany (below), who
studied composition at WAU

and was a “composer in residence”
there, will premiere his new operatic

work April 10 at Carnegie Hall. Oh
My Son is based on the life of
Jesus—His passion, resurrection,
mission and work—and focuses on
His relationships with His mother,
Mary; Mary Magdalene; Pilate; and
the apostle John. “As a child, I was
inspired by the Bible stories my
mother told me about each piece of
art pertaining to the passion and
nativity,” explains the member of

grant funding from the Maryland
State Department of Education.
WAU is one of the few universities
in Maryland that offers programs
combining special education with
elementary education or early
childhood education preparing
graduates for certification in both
fields simultaneously. A master’s
degree in education is also in the
planning stages.

A graduate of the University of
Maryland at College Park, Lea’s
extensive experience includes work-
ing with the Prince Georges County
Public School system to provide
services to children with disabilities
and their families, promoting respon-
sive teaching practices, building
effective relationships within families
and fostering effective communica-
tion and collaboration strategies.
She holds a BS, MEd and PhD, all in
Special Education.

Davenia Lea, PhD (below), asso-
ciate professor and chair of the

Department of Education, has been
selected to lead the School of
Graduate and Professional Studies
(SGPS) as dean, effective July 2010. 

Lea has been a driving force
behind WAU’s undergraduate pro-
gram for professionals in early
childhood education who wish to
obtain a bachelor’s degree, a key
component of which was obtaining

Calendar
April
9 Music Building

Groundbreaking

9-11 Alumni Weekend

10 Mass Choir and 
Orchestra Reunion Concert

11 WAU Family Fun Festival

27-29 Final Exams

30-May 3 Commencement Weekend

May
3 Inaugural Celebration 

Strathmore Music Center

The Gateway is published in the 
Visitor by the Washington Adventist
University � 7600 Flower Ave., Takoma
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Correction: 
Vesa Naukkarinen’s name was
misspelled in a caption on page
50 of the February Gateway. We
regret this error.
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Bulletin Board Bulletin Board

EMPLOYMENT

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY
is searching for a qualified 
candidate to join our School 
of Education as a Leadership 
and Educational Administration
professor. Must have an earned 
doctorate degree and demon-
strated leadership skills. For 
additional information and 
to apply, please visit:
andrews.edu/HR/emp_ jobs_ 
faculty.cgi.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY
is seeking a psychology professor.
Preferred applicants must have an
earned PhD from an APA accred-
ited school with strong training in
research methods and teaching
experience. For more information
and to apply, please visit
andrews.edu.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY
is seeking a qualified candidate 
to join the Social Work Dept. as 
a faculty member. Responsibilities
will include teaching, advising,
and service to university and
community. Interested individuals
please apply at andrews.edu/HR/
emp_jobs_faculty.cgi.

THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE OFFICE 
OF GENERAL COUNSEL
is accepting résumés for a full-
time lawyer position. Required:
good standing as a member of 

a U.S. state bar, licensed to 
practice in the United States, 
and a member of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in regular stand-
ing. Maryland bar membership is
preferred. Preference for an attor-
ney with experience in intellectual
property, media law, and other
transactional law.  Location: 
Silver Spring, Md. A wide range 
of benefits is included. Submit
résumé to the attention of Karnik
Doukmetzian, General Counsel, 
at karnikd@gc.adventist.org.

SOUTHEASTERN 
CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE 
has immediate full-time opening 
for a food service director at Pine
Springs Ranch. Responsible for
planning and preparing meals,
ordering food and supplies, and
administrating work schedules 
and procedures for the depart-
ment. Requires a degree in food
service or equivalent experience.
Required to live on-site. Housing
provided. Call Human Resources 
at (951) 509-2352. 

SEEKING NURSING 
EXECUTIVES AND SEASONED
NURSING LEADERS:
Adventist Health System is 
seeking experienced nursing exec-
utives and nursing leaders.  With
37 hospitals in 10 states, multiple
home health agencies and skilled
nursing facilities, seasoned nursing
leaders are always in demand. If

you have an interest in exploring
opportunities within the Adventist
Health System, please email your
résumé to susan.jamerson@
ahss.org.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST 
UNIVERSITY
seeks professor beginning 
June 1. Responsibilities include
teaching with emphasis on 
anatomy and physiology and 
providing academic advising to 
all pre-allied health majors. DPT
preferred, but will consider other
degrees. The successful candi-
date will be a member in good
and regular standing of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Send CV, statement of teaching
philosophy, and three references
to Keith Snyder, Biology Search
Committee Chair, Southern
Adventist University, Box 370,
Collegedale, TN  37315; 
phone (423) 236-2929; 
fax (423) 236-1926; email 
kasnyder@southern.edu.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST 
UNIVERSITY, DEPARTMENT 
OF BIOLOGY/ALLIED HEALTH,
fall 2010. Prefer biology PhD 
with strengths in ecology and field
biology. Desire scientist holding 
a short-term interpretation of 
creation and committed to
involvement with undergraduate
student learning and research.
The successful candidate must 
be a member in good and regular
standing of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Send CV, 
statement of teaching philosophy,
and three references to Keith 
Snyder, Biology Search Commit-
tee Chair, Southern Adventist 
University, Box 370, Collegedale,
TN  37315; phone (423) 236-
2929; fax (423) 236-1926; 
email kasnyder@southern.edu.

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST 
UNIVERSITY, DEPARTMENT 
OF BIOLOGY/ALLIED HEALTH,
fall 2010. Prefer biology PhD 
with strengths in the cellular and
molecular areas. Desire scientist
holding a short-term interpretation
of creation and committed 
to involvement with undergradu-
ate student learning and research.
The successful candidate must 
be a member in good and regular
standing of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Send CV, 
statement of teaching philosophy,
and three references to Keith 
Snyder, Biology Search Commit-
tee Chair, Southern Adventist 
University, Box 370, Collegedale,
TN 37315; phone (423) 236-
2929; fax (423) 236-1926; 
email kasnyder@southern.edu.

SOUTHWESTERN 
ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY
seeks PhD prepared biologists 
for fall 2010. Looking for two 
talented, committed Seventh-day
Adventist creationists who are 
able to inspire students in class-
room and in research. Teaching

assignments are negotiable in a
five-person department. Contact 
Dr. Suzanne Phillips, Chair, Biology,
SWAU, Keene, Texas, (817) 202-
6274 or suzannephillips@swau.edu.

MEDICAL OFFICE 
MANAGER NEEDED
in Maryland. Office located 15 min-
utes from the General Conference;
30-35 hours per week. Pleasant
Christian atmosphere. Fax résumé
to (443) 259-9711.

CHRISTIAN RECORD SERVICES
is seeking a recording engineer.
Requirements: computer skills,
experience with recording studio
software/hardware, produce audio
books/magazines, work with volun-
teer narrators and involvement in
digitizing books. Contact Alicejean
at (402) 488-0981, ext. 222, or
email prhr@christianrecord.org.

CHRISTIAN RECORD SERVICES
seeks recording studio technician.
Requirements: technical knowledge
of studio hardware and software,
studio procedures, attention 
to detail and need minimum 
supervision. Contact Alicejean at
(402) 488-0981, ext. 222, or
prhr@christianrecord.org.

CHRISTIAN RECORD SERVICES
seeks Chief Development Officer.
Requires positive leadership.
Experience in a development pro-
gram: identifying, cultivating, solic-
iting major donors, ability to work
as a team player, etc. Contact
Alicejean at (402) 488-0981, ext.
222, or prhr@christianrecord.org.

MISCELLANEOUS

INTERNATIONALBIBLES.COM:
A fully functioning international
online Christian bookstore avail-
able 24/7 for your convenience.
We’re offering church supplies,
Bible reference books, and foreign 
language Bibles; Bible acces-
sories, software, audio Bibles; the
latest in gospel music, and more.
To place your order, call (402) 502-
0883; or do it online at our secure
website, internationalbibles.com.

A REASON FOR SCIENCE
SCRIPTURE-BASED HOME-
SCHOOL CURRICULUM
is based on the premise that learn-
ing is an active process. Hands-
on and “minds-on” activities pique
interest and develop higher-level
cognitive skills. Now available at
your local Adventist Book Center,
online at adventistbookcenter.com,
or by calling (800) 765-6955.

SPONSOR A CHILD IN INDIA!
$30 a month can send a child in
India to an Adventist school. It 
pays for tuition, housing, food, 
uniform and books. Adventist Child
India is an official project of the
Southern Asia Division of Seventh-
day Adventists. For information:
(308) 530-6655, acichild.com, or
childcare@sud-adventist.org.

Advertising Guidelines and Rates
The Columbia Union Visitor accepts classified advertising as a service to
its members. Announcements for Adventist church-sponsored events,
legal notices, and obituaries will be printed without charge on a space-
available basis. The Columbia Union Visitor editors reserve the right to
refuse or discontinue advertisements at any time and may edit classified
ads to comply with editorial policies. The Visitor also does not guarantee
the integrity of any product or service advertised.

First-time advertisers who are members of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church must submit a letter of recommendation from their pastor or
conference leadership. First-time advertisers who are not members
of the Adventist Churchmust submit letters of recommendation from
business members of their community or credit bureaus. 

Paymentmust accompany all advertisement(s). We do not bill for 
classified or display advertising and tear sheets are not provided unless
prior arrangements are made. Checks and money orders are accepted.
Make checks payable to Columbia Union Visitor and mail together with
classified advertisement and recommendations (if applicable) to Sandra
Jones, Columbia Union Visitor, 5427 Twin Knolls Rd., Columbia, MD
21045, and display advertising to Beth Michaels at the same address.

Rates for classified advertising are calculated on a per insertion basis 
in our 12 issues. Minimum charge is $47 for 50 words or less for ads 
originating within the Columbia Union Conference, and $52 for all others.
Additional words: 60 cents each. A 15 percent discount is given for 12
insertions, a 10 percent discount for six insertions, and a 5 percent dis-
count for three insertions. A box ad (classified ad in a box) is $120 inside
the union and $140 outside the union, with a maximum word count 
of 75. Ads must be placed a minimum of four weeks before the issue
date, which is the first of every month. For more information, email
sjones@columbiaunion.net or call Sandra Jones toll-free (888) 484-7486,
or local 410-997-3414, ext. 571. 

Display Advertising: For rates and information, go to
columbiaunion.org/go/advertising, email bmichaels@columbiaunion.net,
or call Beth Michaels (888) 484-7486 or local (410) 997-3414, ext. 574. 

SUNSET CALENDAR
                         Apr 9     Apr 16     Apr 23     Apr 30     May 7

Baltimore         7:38       7:45       7:52       7:59       8:06

Cincinnati         8:10       8:16       8:23       8:30       8:37

Cleveland         8:01       8:08       8:16       8:23       8:31

Columbus         8:04       8:11       8:19       8:26       8:33

Jersey City       7:29       7:37       7:44       7:51       7:59

Norfolk             7:34       7:41       7:47       7:53       7:59

Parkersburg      7:58        8:05        8:11        8:18        8:25

Philadelphia      7:33        7:40        7:47        7:54        8:01

Pittsburgh        7:53       8:00       8:07       8:14       8:22

Reading           7:36       7:44       7:51       7:58       8:05

Richmond        7:40       7:46       7:53       7:59       8:05

Roanoke           7:43       7:50       7:56       8:02       8:08

Toledo              8:08       8:16       8:24       8:31       8:39

Trenton             7:32       7:39       7:46       7:53       8:00

Wash., D.C.        7:39       7:46       7:53       8:00       8:06

REAL ESTATE

BRICK HOME ON 3.9 ACRES:
For sale—beautiful 4,000 sq. ft.
brick home on 3.9 acres in the
shadows of the Monument 
Federal Park, on the edge of
Grand Junction, Colo. Ample
water with underground sprinklers
for the acreage and lawn. Also
out buildings and starter organic
fruit orchard. Asking $749,000.
Call (970) 778-2338.

COUNTRY LIVING IN 
EBONY, VIRGINIA:
Rural country living on 10.10
acres. Very private, secluded,
peaceful, situated in a small 
town less than 1,000 population. 
Plenty of wildlife, turkey, and 
deer. Wooded with creek. Sur-
veyed with two sites perked for
two 4BR homes, or more. One
mile from Lake Gaston with public
boat ramp for fishing. $61K. Call
Marie, (434) 636-5555 or toll-free
(800) 577-3222.

FLORIDA LIVING - WHERE
FRIENDS BECOME FAMILY!
Senior community one hour from
Disney/Daytona Beach. Ground-
level apartments and rooms for
lease, some furnished; no extra
fees. Transportation/housekeep-
ing available. Vegetarian cuisine.
Church/pool/shopping/activities.
3ABN, Loma Linda, and Hope TV.
Short-term rentals: fully furnished

2BR apartments—$48 and $75/
night, minimum three nights—
$300 or $450/week—rent up to
four months. (800) 729-8017 or
(407) 862-2646, ext. 24; website
floridalivingretirement.com; email
JackieFLRC@aol.com.

SERVICES

MOVE WITH AN AWARD-
WINNING AGENCY.
Apex Moving & Storage partners
with the General Conference to
provide quality moves at a dis-
counted rate. Call us for your 
relocation needs. Adventist beliefs
uncompromised. Call Marcy 
Danté at (800) 766-1902 for a 
free estimate. Visit us at 
apexmoving.com/adventist.

ADVENTISTSINGLES.ORG.
Free 14-day trial! Join thousands 
of Adventist singles online. Free
chat, search, profiles, match notifi-
cations! Adventist owners since
1993. Visit ElliotDylan.com for the
Undercover Angels series of 
novels for Christian teens that 
build on biblical principles and 
reinforce integrity. Great for 
Sabbath reading, church and 
home schools, and gifts!

ARE YOU MOVING SOON?
Before you rent a U-Haul and 
do it yourself, check our price
and save yourself the hassle. 
Plan ahead now and reserve a
time. Fast, direct, and economical.
Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard 
Furniture and Moving, 610 S.
Mechanic, Berrien Springs, 
MI 49103; 8-11 p.m., E.T.,  
(269) 471-7366 or cell (248) 
890-5700.

ELTERNHAUS ASSISTED 
LIVING-ADVENTIST CARE 
FOR ADVENTIST ELDERLY.
Enjoy the spring flowers with 
our excellent personal care on
Levels I, II, III and beyond. 
Lacto-ovo-vegetarian cuisine,
beautiful country views in 
Western Howard County, 
Maryland. Visit our website at
elternhausassistedliving. com;
email Elternhaus@verizon. net, or
call Diane at (410) 707-7071.

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC
SERIES OR HEALTH SEMINAR?
Have questions? Need affordable,
professionally prepared handbills,
brochures, signs, banners and
mailing services? Call HOPE's
customer service representative
toll-free (800) 274-0016, or visit
hopesource.com. You deserve 
the best with confidence and
peace of mind. Your friends at
Hamblin's HOPE deliver—on time!

MARYLAND ADVENTIST 
DENTIST, DAVID LEE, DDS,
FAGD, AFAAID,
has practices located in Silver
Spring and Ellicott City, Md. He 
is extensively trained in implant, 
cosmetic, TMD/TMJ, sedation, 
and laser dentistry. Dr. Lee, is 

an Associate Fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Implant Dentistry,
as well as many other certifica-
tions. For appointments, call 
(410) 461-6655 in Ellicott City or
(301) 649-5001 in Silver Spring.
Mention this ad and receive 10%
discount on all services (excluding
third-party payers). Our office is a

participating provider with 
Adventist Risk Management. We
welcome new patients.

ADVENTISTEVANGELISM.COM:
your #1 source for seminar hand-
bills and brochures. If you are
considering a community out-
reach series in your area, we can
help you design, print, and mail
your invitations. Call Color Press
toll-free at (800) 222-2145 and
ask for Janet or Lorraine.

MARYLAND ADVENTIST 
PODIATRIST:
Dr. Scott Nutter, highly trained,
experienced, and board certified,
is available in several locations to
help your foot/ankle problems,
including arthritis, heel pain,
spurs, diabetes, callouses,
ingrown nails, sprains, fractures,
warts, bunions, etc. Surgery, if 
it is needed, at Adventist hospi-
tals. Laurel-(301) 317-6800;
Greenbelt-(301) 345-5200; or
Columbia-(410) 531-6350.

SINGLE AND OVER 40?
The only interracial group exclu-
sively for Adventist singles over
40. Stay home and meet new
friends in the United States, with 
a pen pal monthly newsletter of
members and album. For informa-
tion, send a large, self-addressed,
stamped envelope to ASO 40,
2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR
97479.

ADVENTIST CONTACT
New! 
Online! 

Even Better!

adventistcontact.com 

Inviting you and your single
friends to join now! FREE?

Know anyone who 
MARRIED THROUGH  

CONTACT? 

Have them email their 
short story and photos 
(in Microsoft Word) to:

adventistcontact@aol.com
Put “Success Story and Name” 

in Subject Line.

Successfully Matching 
Single Adventists Since 1974

PHYLLIS NEWMAN
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(800) 586-4669
Email:

phyllisnewman@realtor.com

Websites:
MDsmartbuy.com

homesdatabase.com/
realestate

Website allows you to search
MD MLS database by price, 

zip code, and have new 
listings emailed to you.

Serving Maryland

Ask about our buy/sell 
program: Special pricing 

when you both buy and sell
with Phyllis.

Recipient of 
RE/MAX Hall of Fame

and 
RE/MAX Platinum Sales 

Awards 

RE/MAX Realty Centre, Inc.
(301) 774-5900

Selling Maryland homes 
since 1987.
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10 Best Practices for Weight Loss

What if I could tell you how to achieve
and maintain your ideal body
weight, look younger, feel more

energetic and improve your health? 
Data from the National Weight Control Reg-

istry, the largest ongoing study of significant
weight loss, confirms that there are enough
well-documented practices to confidently
draw a path to long-term weight control. More than 5,000 registrants
who lost 66 pounds on average kept that weight off for five years or
longer. These successful losers share similar habits and behavioral
strategies to maintain their weight. Their best practices include:

� Exercising 60-90 minutes a day (most often walking)
� Maintaining a relatively low-fat, low-calorie diet
� Weighing themselves regularly (at least once a week)
� Eating breakfast daily
� Tracking what they eat

JUST DO IT!
Although these are pretty straightforward practices, we often spend

more time debating what we do not know than actually doing the
things we know will work. Three meals a day, or six? Protein ver-
sus carbs? Supplements or superfoods? Lift weights or do car-
dio exercises?We talk about the latest diet, read books and
even join gyms, but never actually get around to changing
our lifestyle. The Bible speaks of this in James 1:22: “Be doers 
of the Word, and not merely hearers.”  

Drawn from the inspiring stories of participants (see nwcr.ws/
stories.htm) and behavior change research, the remaining five best
practices of successful losers address this knowing versus doing gap:

� Committing to make their personal health non-negotiable
� Recruiting social support (a significant predictor of success)
� Personalizing the weight loss plan to account for their unique 
personality and situation
� Monitoring their self-talk to emphasize positive thoughts
� Creating a healthy environment that reinforces their goals (i.e.,
keeping a pair of walking shoes in the car, packing a healthy lunch
and replacing TV time with other activities)  

Best practices are not necessarily easy. The truth is that losing
weight and keeping it off requires sacrifice, hard work, patience,
daily repetition and delayed gratification. The word “practice”
implies doing something over and over until it is deeply ingrained.
It’s the road less traveled, but it’s open to all of us.  

Lilly Tryon, MSN, RN, serves as wellness coaching coordinator at
Adventist WholeHealth Network (awhn.org) in Wyomissing, Pa. 
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LOOKING FOR A DENTIST?
We strive to provide convenience
and comfort for our patients, with 
a warm atmosphere and relaxing
view of the landscape outside each
treatment room. Our friendly, 
professional staff makes every effort
to minimize undue stress and maxi-
mize comfort for every patient. We
offer special discounts for Adventist
Risk Management members. Visit
Dr. Park, his staff, and the office at
TodaysSmileDental.com, or call
(410) 997-8383. Se habla español!

BOOKS—
Over 250,000 new and used
Adventist books in stock at 
LNFBooks.com. Looking for a 
publisher? Free review of your 
manuscript. Call (800) 367-1844 or
visit TEACHServices.com.

TRAVEL

CAPE COD VACATION:
An Adventist family will rent 
weekly, biweekly, etc., their 
lovely, fairly new, spacious, and
semi-contemporary vacation 
home on beautiful Cape Cod,
Mass. 3BR, 1.5BA, Jacuzzi tub,
washer/dryer, cable TV, dish-
washer, microwave, great room
with cathedral beam ceiling and
skylights, outdoor shower, huge
deck, fenced-in backyard with a
small swing set and a sandbox, on
.5 acre—just 900 feet from a great
beach. Call (301) 596-9311.

RVS! 
Lee’s RV, an Adventist-owned 
and -operated RV dealership in
Oklahoma City, has been helping
Adventists for over 35 years. Huge
inventory of new and used trailers
and motor homes: Jayco, Newmar,
and Hurricane. Courtesy airport
pickup and on-site hookups. Call
toll-free (888) 933-9300, email Lee
Litchfield at Lee@leesrv.com, or
visit leesrv.com. 

VACATION ON KAUAI, HAWAII,
“THE GARDEN ISLAND.”
Kahili Mountain Park is a scenic
mountain getaway located at the
base of Kahili Ridge. Just minutes
from popular Kauai attractions, the
park has an assortment of one- to
four-room cabins with sleeping for
two to six persons. See pictures
and rates at kahilipark.org. Info:
reservations@kahilipark.org or
(808) 742-9921.

LEGAL NOTICES

MOUNTAIN VIEW 
CONFERENCE 
QUADRENNIAL SESSION
The fourth quadrennial session

of the Mountain View Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists will 
convene at 10 a.m. on Sunday,
June 6, 2010, at Valley Vista
Adventist Camp, Becky’s Creek
Road, Huttonsville, W.Va.

The purposes of the meeting are
to elect the conference officers,
Conference Committee, Board of
Education, and the Constitution
and Bylaws Committee for the
ensuing term, as well as to trans-
act other business as may prop-
erly come before the conference 
at that session.
A meeting of the Organizing

Committee, described in Article IV,
Section I, of the Bylaws, will con-
vene at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 2, 2010, at the Parkersburg
Seventh-day Adventist Church,
1901 Park Avenue, Parkersburg,
W.Va. The purposes of this meet-
ing are to select members of the
Nominating Committee for the
Session and to nominate members
of the Constitution and Bylaws
Committee for the ensuing term.

Larry Boggess, President
Victor Zill, Secretary

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HERITAGE SINGERS
will celebrate their 40th anniversary
on July 2 at 4 p.m., during the
General Conference 2010 Session
in Atlanta, Ga. Tickets for this
monumental concert are available
online at heritagesingers.com, by
phone (530) 622-9369 or at the
Heritage GC Booth #1229, if tick-
ets are still available.

ADVENTIST SINGLES SABBATH:
April 24, at 11 a.m., at the 
Courthouse Road Seventh-day
Adventist Church, 530 Courthouse
Rd., Richmond, VA 23236. Learn
the “Five Love Languages,” from
Dr. Gary Ashford, guest speaker.
Potluck to follow, with a 3 p.m.
program and an evening social.
Please bring food to share. 
Contact Sandy Walcott, (804) 263-
6504. This is an Adventist Single
Adult Ministries sponsored event.

GODLY FREE MEN 
MINISTRIES,
is organizing the first unionwide
men’s conference, themed “The
Great Awakening.” Walter Pear-
son, director, Breath 
of Life Ministries, is the featured
speaker. Seminars will be pre-
sented by Dave Weigley, president
of the Columbia Union Confer-
ence; conference presidents:
Charles Cheatham (Allegheny
East), Bill Miller (Potomac), Rob
Vandeman (Chesapeake), and
Fredrick Russell (Allegheny West).
Additional seminar speakers:
Robert Duarte, MD, Adventist
renowned internist and herbalist,
and Family Life director Jesse
Bevel (Northeastern Conference).
The Sabbath, May 1, conference
will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m., at the Metropolitan Praise
Center, 630 Riggs Rd, Hyattsville,
Md. Lunch and an afternoon
snack will be provided. To register,
please contact your men’s ministry
leader, or visit GodlyFreeMen.com.

CHESAPEAKE ADVENTIST 
SINGLE ADULT MINISTRIES
SPRING RETREAT,
April 23-25, at Camp Mt. Aetna, in
Hagerstown, Md. Jan Yakush, a
manager at the Potomac ABC, will
be the speaker. She has previously
held seminars for women, and has
worked as a chaplain and a pastor.
For more information, contact Fred
Thomas at (410) 992-9731, or
email fmthomas1950@yahoo.com.

JEFFERSON ACADEMY
ALUMNI WEEKEND,
April 16-18, in Jefferson, Texas.
Speaker will be Pastor Kenny
Micheff and musical guest Forever
His. You can contact the academy
at (903) 665-3973, or Brenda
Hiser Wilson, alumni president, at 
brendawilson61@sbcglobal.net.

THE MADISON COLLEGE
ALUMNI HOMECOMING,
will be held June 1-20, honoring
the classes of 1940, 1945, 1950,
1955, and 1960, and those
attending, at the Madison 
Academy Campus. For more infor-
mation, contact Jim Culpepper,
alumni association secretary/
treasurer, at (615) 654-3311.

WEIMAR COLLEGE 
ALUMNI REUNION
weekend is April 16-18. Please 
call (530) 422-7933 to register. 
For more information, email 
alumni@weimar.edu.

OBITUARIES

JOBE, Ramira (Steen),
born July 7, 1922, in Sao Paulo,
Brazil; died October 22, 2009, 
in San Diego, Calif. She was the
daughter of Thomas W. (Margaret)
Steen, former academic dean of
Columbia Union College and presi-
dent of EMC (Andrews University),
and as a student at Washington
Missionary College was editor 
of the school paper. After college,
she taught at Southern Missionary
College and then at Andrews Uni-
versity. Later, she was a librarian at
La Sierra College and a research
assistant at White Memorial Med-
ical Center in Los Angeles, before
becoming an attorney. Survivors:
sons Christopher and Meredith; 
daughter Katherine, and five
grandchildren.

PEARSON, Sandra L. (Holland),
born October 5, 1945, in 
Indianapolis, Ind.; died July 29,
2009, in Edgewater, Md. She was
the sixth of 16 children born to
Elline and Burks Holland, Sr. She
graduated from Oakwood College 
(University) in 1967, where she
met her husband, Walter L. 
Pearson Jr. Their 42-year union
produced two children. Sandra
was a member of the Capitol Hill
church in Washington, D.C. Sur-
vivors: her husband; her daughter,
Ericca L. Pearson-Paige and 
son-in-law Devroux Paige; her

son, Walter L. Pearson III, and
daughter-in-law Summer Scott-
Pearson; three grandsons, Walter
Leonard IV, Gabriel Alexander 
and Pearson Gault Paige; seven
sisters, Elnora Browne, Vivian
Joseph (Charles), Barbra Russell
(Charles), Sharon Turner (Samuel),
Jacqulyn Williams (Samuel), 
Debra Aduba (Henry) and Angela
Sylvester (Stephen); eight broth-
ers, Burks Holland Jr. (Sandra),
Harvey Holland (Patricia), Larry
Holland (Gloria), Keith Holland,
Jarman Holland (Barbara),
Dwayne Holland (Bette), Nathaniel
Holland (Tanya) and Ronald 
Holland (Dawn), and numerous
nieces, nephews, aunts and
uncles and several cousins.

SIEVERS, Benard M.,
born in Ringle, Wis.; died Aug. 6,
2009, in Williamstown, N.J., at
age 83. He was a member of the
Williamstown church, where he
served as an elder, and was also 
a trustee of the Christian Minis-
terium in Williamstown. He was 
a retired major in the U.S. Army,
with 20 years of active duty serv-
ice that encompassed four wars.
He was awarded numerous mili-
tary medals. He is survived by his
only daughter, Ann Sievers, of
Williamstown, N.J.; and a son,
Bernard J. Sievers of Cummings,
Ga. Burial with full military honors
took place Wednesday, October
21, 2009, in Arlington National
Cemetery, Arlington, Va.

OBITUARY 
SUBMISSION

For information on 
placing an obituary in 

the Visitor:

Call Sandra Jones
toll-free: 

(888) 4-VISITOR     
(484-7486)

or email
sjones@columbiaunion.net.

Submission forms 
can also be 

downloaded at:

columbiaunion.org/
communication

(Scroll down and click on Com-
munication &

Visitor Resources) 

Obituaries are placed 
in the order they 

are received, on a 
space-available basis.

This is a free service 
for our members.




