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On the cover

Outreach and community are important components of the Sabbath School
experience that today’'s church members are seeking. Giving participants an
opportunity to inspire those around them with the hope of grace has become
an integral componenet in successful programs. In the photo, Rebekah and
Zipporah Gaines, collegians from Arlington’s Younger Generation Church
[YG] in Arlington, Texas, enjoy serving at North Texas Food Bank.
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Point of View))

BY LARRY MOORE ) SOUTHWESTERN UNION CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

Service—An Added Dimension of Sabbath School

1 have always enjoyed and been blessed by Sabbath School but
1 have noticed that there has been a decline in Sabbath School at-
tendance over the years. 1 suppose that there could be a variety of
reasons for that. Rather than try to dissect the reasons, 1 will try
another approach.

In my last pastorate in Texas, 1 was approached by a group
of adults wanting to try something different. They enjoyed get-
ting together and fellowshipping each Sabbath but wanted to do
something to benefit the community. They had heard of a book by
Chris Blake at Union College. 1t was full of ideas by the author who
had tried to re-energize his Sabbath School class through service.
We had Blake come to our church and make a presentation. That
was about four years ago and the class enthusiastically accepted the
challenge to do Sabbath School a little differently. They still met
and studied together but with the added dimension of service to

the church and community. Their class was re-energized.

1 remember going with them a couple of times to clean out a
house that hoarders had almost ruined. We collected two dump-
sters full of trash from that one house. The owners were so pleased
and thankful for our service to them and their family. The class
also has helped with food or cash to families in need. They have
helped numerous students with tuition. They have helped several
people retrofit their homes to suit their specific physical needs. As
you can see, the possibilities are endless.

If your Sabbath School needs something to make it more ex-
citing, try helping others through service. The Sabbath School class
is a built-in small group to study, to help, and to grow. God bless
you as you seek to revitalize an important ministry in your church.

S
AN SOUTHWESTERN

ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY

the beginning of wisdom

LM: Stephanie and Kenny—two young : k
people who have graduated from South- |
western Adventist University and are ‘ ﬁ
pursuing fulfilling and passionate lives in =l
Christ. Just imagine what Southwestern - |

can do for you (or your young person)!
SRW: I've wanted to be a teacher ever
since 1 can remember. When 1 was little 1
would line up my stuffed animals and pass
out to them the papers that I had brought
home from school that day and “teach” them whatever 1 had just
learned. I started at Southwestern with a major in English, a mi-
nor in music, an emphasis in secondary education, and a prom-
ise to myself that if I hated it after a year, 1 would change my
major. 1 absolutely loved it. One of the great things about South-
western is how all of the professors genuinely want to see you
succeed. As a senior, 1 applied to every English position on the
NAD website. One day, Michael England, one of my professors
in the education department, told me of a language arts position
at South Texas Christian Academy. | got offered the job and my
fiancé (now husband), Jonny, and 1 debated whether we should
accept it. After much prayer, 1 accepted the position at STCA.

gy

Stephanie (Rudisaile)
Wilczynski, English,
2014

Stpping Stne to Success

Going to Southwestern helped prepare me
for this new beginning. 1 cling to the prom-
ise of Jeremiah 29:11 that reminds me how
God has a great plan in store for my life.

KRT: Southwestern gave me more than
just a degree, they gave me the opportunity
to discover my true passions in life. When
I went into college in 2008, | had no idea
what | wanted to do with my life. With the
help of faculty and friends, 1 found my way
to the psychology department and I have never regretted my
choice. The outstanding teachers and the camaraderie of the
students helped me accomplish the goals I set out for myself, as
well as learn things that 1 will forever live by. As much as I love
psychology, during my studies at Southwestern, 1 discovered
another passion that I cherished even more—graphic design.
The university gave me the opportunity to work with the enroll-
ment and marketing departments, giving me practice and work
experience. Two years after | graduated, 1 am living in Canada
and continuing my education. Thanks to the job experience 1
received, l am now enrolled in a year-long graphic design course
to further the skills Southwestern has helped me discover.

Kenny Roger Taer,
Psychology, 2012
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CREATION Health: Finding Happiness at Church

How would you answer someone who asked, “Does going to church make you happier and more satisfied with life?” Well,

is there a connection between attending religious services and being happier? Chances are, your pastor thinks so, but is there any evidence?

Apparently, yes (and the sound you just heard was the collec-
tive sigh of relief coming from ministers throughout North Amer-
ical). But before I share the research, why do you think people who
attend church might be happier and more satisfied with life? What
experiences create these outcomes?

On December 7, 2010, USA Today ran an interesting story on
its Web site. The article stated: “Attending religious services regu-
larly and having close friends in the congregation are key to having
a happier, more satisfying
life, a study finds.”™

It was referencing
a study released in the
December 2010 issue of
the American Sociological
Review. According to Chae-
yoon Lim, an assistant pro-
fessor of sociology at the
University of Wisconsin-
Madison and lead author
of the study, having a circle
of friendships within the
congregational community
and sharing a strong reli-
gious identity and sense of

Int i belonging are the key. She
L eRg_IA)Tleoi;ggpg a—_;; f= says, “9o percent of the cor-

relation between church

attendance and life satis-

Outlook

faction can be explained if

you have these close inter-

actions.”?

In the book American

Grace: How Religion Divides
and Unites Us by Robert Putnam and David Campbell, 33 percent
of people who attend religious services every week and have three
to five close friends in their congregation report being “extremely
satisfied” with their lives.

The book also shares these findings: 15 percent of weekly
church attendees report having no close friends at church, and
people who engage in private religious services at home are no

happier than people who never attend corporate religious services.

1 was at an event the other day where 1 heard Des Cummings,
Jr., executive vice president of Business Development for Florida
Hospital, and author of the book Original Love, say, “Love is always
plural—never singular. You can hate in the singular but you can’t
love in the singular. Love is always plural. On the first six days
of creation, God created life, but on the seventh He created love.
Love is something that can only exist when it’s shared between
two or more people.”

In The Complete Guide to Your Emotions and Your Health we
read, “It seems something deep inside our cells responds positively
when we feel love. Love appears capable of sparking healthy bio-
logical reactions in much the same way as good food and fitness.”

Dr. Bernie Siegel, Yale physician and author of the bestselling
book, Love, Medicine and Miracles, affirms the power of love, by
stating that “Unconditional love is the most powerful stimulant of
the immune system. The truth is: love heals.”™!

We are a family of believers. And one of the sacred blessings
we cherish most is our social connection with each other. It is
within this dynamic spiritual experience of trust, belonging, and
hope that we begin enjoying the abundant life Jesus promised.
The result is a powerful witness that God is not only real, but that
He is real to us because we are being transformed into His likeness
by His unconditional love and indwelling presence.

This reminds us of Christ’s words in John 13:34, 35 (NIV), “A
new command I give you: Love one another. As 1 have loved you,
so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.”

That’s CREATION Health!

Lynell LaMountain, Southern Union health ministries director

u http://www.usatoday.com/yourlife/mind-soul/spirituality/
2010-12-07-happyreligiono7_ST_N.htm

@l 1bid.

181 padus, E. The Complete Guide to Your Emotions and Your Health: New
Dimensions in Mind/Body Healing. Emmaus, PA: Rodale Press, 1980,
048.

1 Sjegel, Bernie. Love, Medicine and Miracles: Lessons Learned About Self-
Healing from a Surgeon’s Experience with Exceptional Patients. New
York: Harper Perennial, 1986, 181.
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i myfaith

BY DEBORAH MOSE

A monthly column
for'youth by youth

A Taste of Heaven

AS ATHIRD-GENERATION SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST, 1 grew
up attending Sabbath School very frequently. 1 am originally from
Kenya and moved to America 10 years ago to pursue my educa-
tion. Moving to a different country was very exciting, but also
nerve-wracking. Several questions ran through my mind. Would
I find a church that would embrace me, my culture, and my be-
liefs? Would 1 be able to make lifetime friendships there, which
would encourage me to have a strong walk with God? Would I find
a church that would provide an opportunity to witness to others,
both locally and internationally?

1 fell on my knees and asked God to lead me where He wanted
me. In my prayer, I mentioned that I would be OK with any church
He provided, but 1 would really like one with a strong and active
young adult group. One Sabbath morning, a friend invited me to
the Richardson, Texas, church. Coincidentally, the youth leader
was presenting about the young adult ministry and 1 was over-
joyed to hear about everything they were involved in. After the
service was over, | spoke with the young adult leader and his wife,
who were both very pleasant and welcoming.

Furthermore, 1 was quickly drawn into the Sabbath School
at Richardson. It had been a long time since 1 had attended Sab-
bath School, but several young adults invited me and mentioned
that 1 would enjoy it. Attending the young adult Sabbath School
class at Richardson turned out to be the biggest blessing for me.
The class started with a summarized overview of the Sabbath
School lesson, and a recap of the previous Sabbath’s discussion.
The visitors were then welcomed and asked to provide their con-
tact information to their respective Sabbath School leaders after
the lesson discussion was over. Shortly after, the class was divided
into about four groups, which included a college class for younger
adults. The members of each group sat in a circle and started off
with introductions, testimonies, and prayer requests. The group
leader would then lead out the lesson discussion and encourage
the members of his or her class to participate. For me, the best
part was being around fellow young adults who recognized their
imperfections as human beings, yearning for more of God’s pres-
ence, seeking Him with all their hearts, and participating in bring-
ing others closer to Him.

It was very refreshing for me to have a wonderful experience
with fellow believers my age. I learned something new each time 1
went to Sabbath School. For example, | have read the Bible several
times and through the course of time, 1 have memorized some sto-
ries and passages; however, when I became more active in Sabbath

Deborah Mose, a member of the Richardson, Texas, church, is a
fourth-generation Adventist, the youngest of five girls. She is pas-
sionate about serving the Lord and sharing His love with others.

School at Richardson, 1 started to see the Bible from a different
perspective. My Sabbath School group would mention a different
perspective about a story 1 had known for years, opening my mind
to a different way of looking at it. Finally, every first Sabbath of the
month, the young adults have a special potluck to eat together,
and then attend Cross Chat, which involves the youth leader, and
other speakers speaking to the young adults about various issues
facing them, our society, the Bible, and more. The young adults
at Richardson also participate in church activities, door-to-door
ministries, music groups, mission trips, various groups in the
church and more. My spiritual life changed for the better after 1
became active in the young adult group at Richardson church. 1
have made lifetime friendships and my desire to serve God has
grown deeper. | honestly believe it is because God provided an
amazing young adult ministry for me at Richardson church.

SEPTEMBER 2014
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Pass 1t On...

A Monthly Focus on Evangelism in the Southwest

BY ELLIE GREEN

If You Build It, They Will Come!

here’s an old adage: If you build it, they will come. Build an
I effective Sabbath School program and they will come. The
Holy Spirit will provide growth in direct proportion to the
opportunities created for people to hear the Adventist message.
To build an effective Sabbath school ministry that creates
weekly opportunities for people to hear our distinctive prophetic
message, our Sabbath School council developed an action plan for
four groups of adult members:
a. Those already baptized, members for longer than one year
b. Those who have yet to hear the message
c. Those newly baptized, members for less than one year
d. Visitors

GROUP A. Those already baptized,

members for longer than one year

We agreed that while this group was a primary focus, most
were part of a small group Sabbath School class that met each
week for fellowship, prayer, and spiritual refreshment and that
this sustained their long-term membership. These members, fur-
thermore, had the benefit of studying weekly lessons prepared
by godly scholars. When each teacher’s personal Bible study and
prayer supplemented these lessons, we were confident that they
were a proven source of education and spiritual strength.

GROUP B. Those who have yet to

hear the message

We identified this group not only as the primary rea-
son for our existence, but also as the group for whom we
were doing the least! Jesus’ commission was not “meet and
maintain,” it was: “Go, teach, make disciples, and baptize”
(Mark 16:5; Matthew 28:19)! To rectify this situation, we
decided to hold weekly evangelistic meetings in the sanctu-
ary in parallel with the conventional Sabbath School classes
meeting in other areas of the church.

We began with the ShareHim evangelistic programs.
When that series ended we moved on to other available
evangelistic series.

We then placed a camera in the back of the sanctuary
to upload the presentations to the Internet. This grew into
an Internet ministry with strangers, led by the Holy Spirit
to watch online, walking in the door asking to be baptized.

We've seen, firsthand, that the Holy Spirit does provide
growth in direct proportion to the opportunities we create for
people to hear the message.

GROUP C. Those newly baptized,

members for less than one year

We unanimously agreed that those who are newly baptized,
in lieu of a new member class, should attend the sanctuary evan-
gelistic seminars for at least one complete series before joining
a conventional Sabbath School class. This grounds them in the
truth!

GROUP D. visitors

We made a startling discovery in this group! Once we began
weekly evangelism, we began to direct all visitors to the evangelis-
tic seminars in the sanctuary—at first to increase the audience—
but then we discovered a steady stream of visiting former Adven-
tists along with visitors who had heard about the prophetic series
class. Quite a few have been baptized and re-baptized!

When we built it, they came! When we created the opportu-
nity, the Holy Spirit led searching people to us.

In conclusion, we've learned: “The Sabbath school should be
one of the greatest instru-
mentalities, and the most
effectual, in bringing souls
to Christ” (Testimonies on
Sabbath-School Work, p.
20). Build your Sabbath
School and they will come!

Ellie Green is a retired

nurse administrator from
Charlotte, North Carolina.
She has co-authored three
books, served as editor of
several journals, and written
more than 300 published
articles. She helped to
develop a structure at

her local church (Sharon
Seventh-day Adventist
Church) to enable members
to discover and develop
their spiritual gifts.
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UN BREVE NOTICIERO MENSUAL DEL SUROESTE

Recursos de Escuela Sabatica Gratuitos

a Escuela Sabitica es una parte muy especial para nuestro

desarrollo como cristianos, de hecho, ;Sabias que la prime-

ra Escuela Sabdtica se inici6 en 1853 en la ciudad de Roches-
ter, New York, escrita por Jaime White, pero las primeras lecciones
de Escuela Sabdtica que se produjeron para nifios fue en el afio
1863 por Urfa Smith? Yo recuerdo que cuando nifio mis padres me
llevaban a cantar, aprender y adorar con una linda maestra. Des-
pués tuve un maestro que me impresiono mucho. Me encantaba
oirlo hablar de cuanto él amaba a Jestis. Me inspiraba atin cuando
nifio seguir a Jesds también. La triste realidad que veo viajando a
través de Norte América es que la Escuela Sabatica padece de asis-
tencia y de una fuerte programacion para todas las edades.

Cémo lider de Escuela Sabdtica ;te has desanimado porque
no sabes qué hacer para aumentar la asistencia a las cla-
ses? ;Alguna vez has sentido la falta de recursos en espaiiol
para ayudarte a enriquecer tus conocimientos y habilida-
des como lider de Escuela Sabatica? La buena noticia es que
tienes importantes recursos disponibles y accesibles en la
red de Internet jgratuitos! Tu servidor, Minervino Labra-
dor Jr., Vicepresidente y Director de Ministerios, junto con
otros lideres hemos reunido recursos para la capacitacion

MAESTROS DE ESCUELA SABATICA

AR BLANCO!

de miembros, lideres locales, pastores, y todos aquellos que de-
seen ver crecer su Escuela Sabdtica. Estos recursos incluyen videos
de entrenamiento, que te llevan paso a paso a través del proceso
de cdmo desarrollar una potente e inspiradora leccién. También
estdn incluidas las presentaciones en formato PowerPoint con
extensas anotaciones, lo que permitird que todos puedan llevar a
cabo una Escuela Sabética de éxito. La fomentacién de técnicas,
organizacion, liderazgo, y la formacién de programas inspirado-
res para instruir y atraer a los miembros de la Escuela Sabdtica y
lideres estad a la mano. Te invitamos a visitar la pagina electrénica
www.southwesternadventist.org/escuelasabatica para que to-
mes ventaja de estos recursos importantes y valiosos, y asegtirate
de compartir la informacién con otros y jcon tu iglesial

Minervino Labrador Jr.,
vicepresidente y director
de ministerios

“Hahilidades de Presentacion
nard Mejores Discusiones

Clases para adalins
Clages para adalescar
Clases para universita

= Cixges para Ies

“Curtis Hall 7

Minervino Labrador
Jr., presenta en
video temas para
crear una atmosfera
abierta al inter-
cambio de ideas

y fortalecer la cama-
raderia en la Escuela
Sabatica.
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AN INSTRUMENT IN
Gop’s HANDS

Minner Labrador, Jr., Southwestern Union
vice president for ministries

he Sabbath School Department of the General Confer-
I ence emphasizes four areas of focus for each adult Sabbath
School: fellowship, community outreach, Bible study, and
missions. 1 believe it is important to add a fifth focus: disciple-
ship! (See the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists Web
site: www.sabbathschoolpersonalministries.org/sabbathschool.)
Since James White began the first Sabbath School in Rochester,
New York, in 1853, the emphasis on these areas of focus has caused
adult Sabbath Schools to grow from an initial handful of students
in New York to approximately 18 million worldwide in 75,000
churches and 68,000 companies (www.adventist.org)! While this
statistic is impressive, 1 nevertheless believe that we might qua-
druple Sabbath School membership if we intentionally implement
programs that set fellowship, community outreach, Bible study, mis-
sions, and discipleship as goals to be achieved each Sabbath! 1 believe
this because 1 have witnessed the rapid growth of Sabbath Schools
that intentionally implement these five facets of Sabbath School.
Great Sabbath Schools understand that they serve established
members, new members, those who have yet to hear the gospel
and visitors—who may be somewhere in between—as well as dis-
ciple new believers. Their Sabbath School councils enthusiastical-
ly engage in prayer, planning, and development of a mission state-

ment and goals to be achieved. They then systematically proceed
to organize their Sabbath School to carry out these goals.

Fellowship

Under our current worldwide Sabbath School structure, the
hour devoted to adult Sabbath School is usually in a small group/
class format with an assigned teacher. These small groups offer
a unique, and often overlooked, opportunity for close fellowship
and lasting friendships. God created us to be social and to live with
others. We therefore need the support of others, especially in our
walk with God. The Sabbath School hour each week provides an
environment where we can seek the companionship of those who
are of like mind.

Through weekly association, friendships are forged and, if a
secretary or recorder is appointed for the class, accountability
naturally occurs because absent members are promptly called or
visited. Without this small group accountability, it is possible for
members to be absent for several weeks before anyone notices and
initiates an inquiry.

Community Outreach
One of the best ways to carry out this facet of Sabbath School




is to appoint, in addition to a secretary/recorder, an event coor-
dinator. The role of the Sabbath School class event coordinator
is to plan monthly activities to which members may invite their
friends and neighbors—some refer to this as “friendship evange-
lism.” These might include picnics, game nights, outings to inter-
esting places, and so forth.

The event coordinator also is responsible for planning and
scheduling community service projects with the goal of making
as many friends as possible outside of the Adventist Church. Great
resources for small project ideas can be easily obtained through
your city or county’s social services agencies.

Bible Study

Bible study isn’t as easy as it sounds! With all the options avail-
able today, it is tempting to fill the allotted Sabbath School hour
with opinion-based discussions rather than with genuine “digging
into the Word.”

One way to keep the Sabbath School class focused on the Word
of God is to use the Adult Bible Study Guides (Sabbath School
lesson quarterly) prepared by the General Conference Sabbath
School Department, as the basis for Bible study. Throughout the
years my wife and 1 have found these scholarly lessons to be a
springboard for thought, discussion, and deeper study. We then
look forward to sharing and hearing the thoughts of others during
Sabbath School.

An effective teacher brings out the highlights of the week’s
study and offers each class member an opportunity for interaction
by sharing their personal discoveries of the week’s lesson points.
The “Quarterly” is a proven resource for the worldwide Adventist
Church and 1 highly recommend it as a basis for Sabbath School
class Bible study.

Missions

World mission emphasis has always been an area of focus for
Adventist Sabbath Schools. The mission offerings and the thir-
teenth Sabbath offerings have contributed to making our church a
worldwide humanitarian and gospel-oriented movement.

While our offerings are still needed to build churches and
schools around the world, technology has altered the way in
which the gospel is disseminated to the world. Where it once took
months for a missionary to reach a foreign land and work single-

handedly to convert a few people, technology has made it possible
for every Sabbath School to have a camera mounted in the sanc-
tuary and Internet services to not only circle the world with the
gospel each Sabbath morning, but also to reach their immediate
communities.

Once upon a time, community members may have wondered
what occurred inside an Adventist church. Now, for the first time
in history, we can invite our friends and neighbors to join us “live”
without ever leaving their home. Because the Internet can go be-
yond the walls of all our churches, the possibilities for reaching
our community for Christ are endless.

Discipleship

“Go and make disciples” was not a suggestion of Jesus, it was a
command (see Matthew 28:20). Our small group Sabbath School
classes provide an awesome opportunity for each of us to become
instruments of His grace by making disciples through mentoring
new and younger members.

In discipling people, we come alongside them to demonstrate,
by our actions, a commitment and excitement for the Sabbath
School’s areas of focus: fellowship, community outreach, Bible study,
missions, and discipleship.

Since people learn best by observation, our Sabbath Schools
need mentors to lovingly model how new believers may partici-
pate in reaching the class goals for each area of focus. This pre-
vents them from floundering in misconceptions or feeling they
have been abandoned in an unfamiliar environment. It also allows
them to witness how Christ works in the lives of the members
of God’s family. Sabbath School classes offer an effective way to
become acquainted, develop friendships, and naturally enter the
discipleship command of Jesus.

Let’s Transform the World Through
Sabbath School

The possibilities for reaching the world for Jesus Christ through
the Sabbath School’s five areas of focus will be in direct proportion
to our willingness to be used by God. It is my prayer that our Sab-
bath Schools become an instrument in God’s hands to vitally and
mightily transform the world around us for His honor and glory.
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OABATIE SCIEIOOL, IS
SMALL GROUP EVANGELISM

Buford Griffith, Southwestern Union executive secretary

When we hear the word “evangelism” our thoughts go immediately to the public campaigns conducted in the church
or some public arena; but the concept of evangelism is actually much broader. Evangelism is winning people to Christ
through the proclamation of the gospel. Is it possible to do that in an arena other than the public forum? Absolutely! We
can proclaim the gospel in our daily walk and interaction with other people through casual conversation or in a formal
sit-down fashion. The methods of gospel proclamation are many and varied. But have you ever thought of the Sabbath
School as an effective method of evangelism? It is, and can be one of the most effective means to proclaim the gospel.

One could ask, “Isn’t Sabbath School designed for church mem-
bers to gather and discuss various biblical themes that are outlined
in our weekly Sabbath School quarterlies?” This is a question posed
by many without understanding the purpose and impact that Sab-
bath School should have on members of the church individually
and the church corporately. In a statement recorded in the De-
cember 29, 1896 issue of the Review and Herald, Ellen White writes,
“Many know so little about their Bibles that they are unsettled in
the faith. They remove the old landmarks, and fallacies and winds

his Le &
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of doctrine blow them hither and thither...and those who were
once in the faith drift away from the Bible landmarks, and divorce
themselves from God, while claiming to be His children.” This
statement, although written in 18906, rings true today. The church,
through the Sabbath School, offers members and guests to the
church an opportunity to study the Word of God in an in-depth
manner not afforded at any other time during the Sabbath-morn-
ing church service. This time of Bible study becomes a crucial and
indispensable period in the worship experience of the believer be-




cause it allows meaningful dialogue as the Word of God is studied.

Ellen White states, “The influence growing out of Sabbath
School work should improve and enlarge the church” (Counsels on
Sabbath School Work, p. 9). The implication here is that Sabbath
School must be ministry-driven, i.e., it must contain the elements
of Bible study, fellowship, community outreach, and mission. Can
the Sabbath School be used as a growth tool for the church? 1 be-
lieve that it can. Let me suggest several reasons why:

Sabbath School provides a centralized and sim-
plified strategy.

e It can be utilized to set goals for outreach and
membership retention in a small-group setting.

Sabbath School is familiar.

e In a rapidly changing culture it is comforting to
know that some things are stable. It is easier to
get people involved, both as participants and
workers, in an organization with which they are
somewhat familiar.

Sabbath School is a solid foundation for
innovation.

e Innovation is always built on the foundation of
fundamental principles. Sabbath School serves as
the foundation of the church.

Sabbath School provides the small-
group experience every Christian needs.

o Everyone who comes to your church asks two
questions: Am 1 wanted? Am 1 needed? Involve-
ment in a small group says, “You are wanted, you
belong.” Opportunities for service that are made

available through the small-group structure of

the Sabbath School say, “You are needed.”

Sabbath School gets people involved in service.

o People who become involved in the church’s ministry will
progress more quickly in their spiritual walk and will have a
deeper commitment to the work of the church.

Sabbath School is a natural companion to an
exciting worship service.

Evangelism is both in-reach and outreach. Every member of the
church is to be an active witness for Jesus Christ. This can be ac-




complished through the organization of the Sabbath School. One signed the role of care coordinator in each class. The role of

way to structure the Sabbath School is to turn each class into what the care coordinator is to:
is known as a Sabbath School Action Unit. To establish Action e Remind the class of their plans and goals.
Units in your Sabbath School, here are some steps you need to take: o Call for witnessing experiences related to the class goals.
e Lead in outreach promotion.
Assign every member on the church membership roll to a Sab-  Coordinate class fellowship.

bath School class. This task should be accomplished by the Does an effort like this work? Are there any examples of church-
Sabbath School Council. This assignment is not dependent es utilizing the Sabbath School as an effective evangelistic tool in
upon a church member’s attendance at Sabbath School. Every  this way?

member is important and we must seek to “make every church The Richardson Seventh-day Adventist Church in Richardson,
member a Sabbath School member.”
If they are non-attenders at Sabbath
School, every effort must be put forth
to “reclaim” them. Each Sabbath School
class member who attends regularly
is to make personal contact with the
“missing” Sabbath School class member
via a telephone call (brief), letting them
know they are a part of your class and

i

are missed. Missing members can also
be reached by sending a “We missed you
at Sabbath School” card. This effort to
“reclaim” is to take place weekly. This is
evangelistic “in-reach.”

2 Create additional classes, with the pur-
pose of keeping each Sabbath School
class small, 8-12 members
preferably. Or, utilize the pres-
ent structure in your Sabbath
School and add members to it.

3 Have each class set goals for
evangelism.

Have each class set goals for
mission giving and Investment
involvement.

5 One of the keys to a successful
Sabbath School Action Unit is
to have someone who is as-




Texas, is a prime example of a congregation utilizing the Sabbath
School as an effective soul-winning tool. Dan Serns, pastor of the
Richardson church, states that they have 24 Sabbath School op-
tions for the members in various language groups. Each group
has set and is meeting goals for soul winning. Classes are coordi-
nated and organized for both in-reach and outreach. The class size
ranges from 7-40 members. However, Serns recognizes that to be
effective in soul-winning, the class size needs to be in the range of
7-12. The results? The Richardson Sabbath School has run out of
space. When you visit the Richardson church for Sab-
bath School, come early. As the Sabbath School goes,
so goes the divine worship period. The Richardson

church is a vibrant, filled-to-capacity fellowship of believers who
are growing through the Sabbath School.

“Entire consecration of soul must be maintained as much by
the teachers and superintendents of our Sabbath Schools as by
the ministers in our pulpits, for all alike are engaged in the work
of bringing souls to Christ, in the spirit of love, for the erring and
impenitent. This is what Christ would see in the Sabbath School
work” (Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p. 157).
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Featured here is a sampling of resources to enrich your Sabbath School, making it a dynamic
center for nurturing, fellowship, Bible Study, and outreach. You can find and order these
materials online at adventistbookcenter.com and/or adventsource.org or from the Adventist
Book Center in Keene, Texas, which can be reached at 817.202.80621.

Sabbath School Program
Planner

This series of five books written by Doro-
thy Eaton Watts contain ideas for creative Sab-
bath School programs that engage participants
through a variety of formats, including panels,
mini-seminars, quiz programs, skits, travelogues,
demonstrations, interviews, and more.

Sabbath School Toolbox

Each issue features articles on the four pur-
The Adult Sabbath School Bible Study poses of Sabbath School (World Mission Em-
Guide (Quarterly) links the entire world phasis, Fellowship, Community Outreach, and
church together in a global classroom. Writ- Study of the Word). Departments tied directly
ten by a variety of authors, the adult study guide encourages to each quarter’s lesson content are Study Guide Highlights, Hot-
personal time with God and His Word. Memory texts and key  button Issues, and Focus on Fundamental Beliefs. Other regular
thoughts from the authors provide an opportunity for spiritual departments include Sabbath School ldeas, Teacher Improve-
growth. ment, Teacher Enhancement, Q and A, Ellen G. White on Sabbath
School, and Snapshots of SDA History.
Sabbath School Toolbox is a must-
have for leaders who want to chal-
lenge and encourage their Sabbath
School class members to fulfill the
1“ H]r _{' complete mission objectives of Sab-
. bath School.

Sharing Scripture

Prepared for Sabbath School classes that
utilize the small group concept and follow
a more relational approach to the study and
application of the Scriptures. The Sharing
Scripture guides are reproducible and can be
used alone or as a supplement to the stan-
dard Adult lessons.

The Adult Sabbath
School Bible Study Guide

Yamer
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Counsels on Sabbath
School Work

Just one hour. That’s all the time a
Sabbath School leader has to make a
lasting impression on minds exposed
to many hours of secular indoctrina-
tion by the media each week. To help

Southwestern Union Record



make the most of that hour is the purpose of this book.

The author provides inspired instruction on the qualifications
of a teacher, appropriate attitudes, methods of teaching, disci-
pline, gaining respect, encouraging generosity, meeting contro-
versy, and many other practical topics.

Rather than merely conveying information, the Spirit-con-
trolled teacher may impart a spark of holy fire, making the Bible
come alive so that its principles are reproduced in the life. This
book explains how to achieve that result and make the Sabbath
School a soul-winning agency.

EG White Notes

One of the best Sabbath
School lesson supplements you
can have. Spirit of Prophecy
comments about the lesson are
arranged for daily study with
the Adult Sabbath School Bible
Study Guide.

Reinvent Your
Sabbath School

by Chris Blake

What if prayer time became so
exciting it usually took 25 min-
utes? What if people really cared
for one another? What if mem-
bers wrote cards—right then and
there—to people they were pray-
ing for?

Chris and Yolanda Blake show—not just tell—how to start a
ministry-driven Sabbath School class with real-time blow-by-blow
sound bites from their functioning class. They discuss dozens of
practical ideas, list the pitfalls
to avoid, and offer guides to
the available denominational

resources.

Church Growth
Through Sabbath
School Action

Units

by Calvin Smith
Would you like your Sab-
bath School to be aglow with

Christ’s love and be a dynamic center of spiritual nurture and out-
reach? Would you like your Sabbath School members to be genu-
inely caring for and supporting one another while reaching out
systematically with loving concern for inactive and former mem-
bers? Would you like to see them receiving weekly soul-winning
training? Would you like to see them more involved in the world
mission of the church? What if every member in your class was
involved in daily lesson study and daily devotions?

If this sounds like the Sabbath School class you would like to at-
tend, you need the Sabbath School action unit plan. This syllabus
is intended to equip pastors and local church leaders to challenge
and inspire their Sabbath School members for action!

This comprehensive manual contains complete instructions
on how to set up, implement, and maintain action units in your
church. Includes guidelines, presentations, samples, worksheets,
tips on visitation and sharing, and ways to encourage discussion.

The Sabbath School Handbook

The Sabbath School is
the most important group
in the life of every Adven-
tist congregation. Chil-
dren’s Sabbath School pro-
vides a complete religious
educational  experience
that is age appropriate and
focused on leading each
child into a relationship
with Jesus. Adults study
the Bible, find encour-
agement to live out Bible
principles in their jobs and

families, get acquainted
with others in the church,
develop a sense of belong-
ing, and care for one another in Christ’s name.

How can your church develop Sabbath School into a highly per-
sonal, interactive experience?

The Sabbath School Handbook outlines and explains the struc-
tures that support this important ministry. How was Sabbath
School introduced to the Seventh-day Adventist Church? What
are the mission and vision of the Sabbath School? How should lo-
cal church Sabbath Schools be organized and operate? What are
the ministry responsibilities of Sabbath School personnel? How
should children’s Sabbath School be administered?

This handbook was prepared by the General Conference Sab-
bath School Department and edited by the Adult Ministries and
Children’s Ministries departments for application in North Amer-
ica. This is considered a “must-have” reference tool for Sabbath
School superintendents, secretaries, division leaders, and other
personnel involved in Sabbath School. The Sabbath School Hand-
book has everything you need to support this important work.

SEPTEMBER 2014
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School. The Merriam-Web-
ster’s Collegiate Dictionary gives
this definition: (1) An organization

that provides instruction . . . (2) the pro-
cess of teaching or learning . . . (3) a source
of knowledge . . . (4) a group of persons
who hold a common doctrine.”

There are all kinds of schools today.
There is the elementary school, the high
school, medical school, the school of en-
gineering, trade school, and, along with a
host of other institutions or organizations
that could be named is the Sabbath School!
All provide instruction and usually focus
on a specific curriculum, be it general or
specialized instruction.

Sadly, Sabbath School today in too many
places is thought of as simply a block of
time that comes before the worship ser-
vice. It is viewed as a time where a “teacher”
reads from the Sabbath School Quarterly

Ten Baptized

» April 26, 2014 was a high

Sabbath at the Gentry church as the con-
gregation witnessed the baptism of ten
academy students. This celebrated event
took place at the end of an inspiring Week
of Prayer by Eugene Hamilton, pastor of
the Shilo church in Charleston, South
Carolina. Hamilton’s theme was “Fight of
Your Life.” Each morning and evening he
featured different Bible characters that
fought for what they believed. He chal-
lenged the students to get deeper into
Bible study and prayer in order to de-
velop a close relationship with Jesus
Christ. Hamilton, an alumnus of Ozark
Adventist Academy, enjoyed a special
connection with the students, speaking
in their modern vernacular and making
the Bible stories come alive with per-
sonal experiences and interesting facts.
The Sabbath was closed that eve-
ning with a dramatic portrayal of the
book of Revelation designed for teens.
“The Revealing,” a multi-media event,
was presented by OAA’s drama team.
1t featured a teenager’s life journey that

 Sabbath School:
The Engine of the Church

to the class. A monologue with very little
discussion constitutes the class so that
consequently there is very little instruction
or challenging ideas to better understand
the concepts contained in the lesson.
What is the purpose of the Sabbath
School? As a “school,” it should fit into the
definitions above. In the early days of our
church, we borrowed the model from the
Sunday School and sought to instruct our
children as well as the adults the principles
of God’s Word. However, it was also seen
as a primary time where the members of
the church would be trained in how to be
effective witnesses to neighbors, work as-
sociates, and non-believing family. It was a
training ground for soul winning and evan-
gelism. It was the engine of the church that
inspired, motivated, and trained members
to share their faith. Sabbath School pro-
vided a relaxed setting in which members

paralleled the seven churches of Revela-
tion and climaxed with the main charac-
ter realizing that Christ had sent her a
personal text message in His Word, which
was not only relevant, but also imperative
for her salvation. At the end of the play the
audience was invited to renew their com-
mitment to spend time every day in Bible
study and prayer.

We are praising the Lord for pouring out

Paul Bonney

Paul Bonney

could share testimonies of God’s bless-
ing and providence over them in the past
week, focus on a specific Bible theme, and
review together what they would be do-
ing over the coming week in outreach and
sharing of their faith.

There are parts of the world church to-
day where there are more Sabbath School
members than church members. Members
are inviting their friends to join them in
their Sabbath School for uplifting fellow-
ship, a unique experience of powerful Bible
study, and then to join them in sharing the
enthusiasm of what they learned with oth-
ers and in turn invite them to join their
Sabbath School. It’s all about mission, and
Sabbath School can once again be that
driving force to help grow our church.

Stephen Orian, president

| Following Week of Prayer

His Spirit on this special Sabbath at Ozark
Adventist Academy and the Gentry church.

Melissa Hansen

Left: Eugene Hamilton, Week of Prayer speaker.

V¥ The OAA choir, with OAA music director Rob
Knipple, sang for the baptism service.

Bottomright: The ten OAA students who were
baptized.
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A Passion for Community Outreach

» After completing seven
cookbooks, multiple cooking classes, and
televised cooking shows, Kyong Weath-
ersby is still on fire to reach her goal of
helping people overcome suffering due to
sickness and poor diet, and also introduc-
ing them to Jesus Christ.

On Sunday, March 30, Weathersby, with
several church members assisting, led a
cooking class for more than
40 community members. The
amount of preparation needed
for a cooking class is astound-
ing! Not only are there tables
and chairs to set up, all the
recipes must be printed, all the
ingredients must be pre-mea-
sured, pre-washed, prepared,
and neatly arranged on individ-
ual trays for quick access and

Top: Classis in session!

A Kyong Weathersby teaching a plant-based cooking class at the Mena church.

easy use. Weathersby takes presentation
seriously—not only is the food attractively
presented—the entire cooking demonstra-
tion is intentionally attractive.

The plant-based cooking class began
with Florin Liga, pastor, providing a brief
explanation for the necessity for healthy
eating. Throughout the class Weathersby
explained not only the recipe and cooking
process, but she purposefully explained the
nutritional value of each ingredient and
their benefits to overall health. With reci-
pes that included cabbage stew, egg-like
drop soup, and garden pasta soup, the par-
ticipants were engaged, asking questions,
and, yes, getting hungry! Various aromas
wafted around the room, all carefully cho-

sen so as to complement each other. The
banana cake demonstration could not
come soon enough!

You might think the taste-testing would
be the highlight of the day’s cooking
class. 1t was a highlight, to be sure, but the
best part was the testimonials by commu-
nity members who have been to previous

cooking classes and who have decided to

adopt a plant-based diet
based on their personal
health

and Bob Hall gave an

needs. Marci
especially exciting tes-
timonial about effort-
less weight loss and im-
proved health as a result
of their dietary changes.

A little over a year
ago, Weathersby was
the visionary, motivat-
ing a group of people
and forming the team

working passionately to
operate the weekly soup
kitchen now offered by

the Mena Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Each Tuesday, nearly 200 individuals
are served a free, nutritious, homemade
meal and offered free food items from the
newly-opened food pantry. Community
members and businesses donate items for
both the soup kitchen and the food pan-
try, but ultimately, it is God who impresses
the hearts of people around the country to
contribute financial resources,
providing for the needs of these
ministries.

For information on how your
congregation can be blessed by
a cooking class by the Taste of
Heaven health ministries team,
or to make a donation for these
projects, contact Weathersby at
kyongweathersby@yahoo.com.

Christine Gillian Byrne, Ed.D.

TEEN PRAYER CONFERENCE 2014

WHEN?
DCTOBER 31- NOYEMBER 2. 2014

WHERE?
CAMP TORKTOWN EAY, MOUNTAIN FINE, AR

WHO'S INVITED?
GRADES 7-12 AND SPONSORD

1
$65.00 PER PERSON
(INCLUDES LODGING, 5 MEALS, & A T-SHIRT )

T0 REGISTER. G0 T0:
WWW.ARKLAPRATERMIMICTRIES ORG/TEEN

HAYE A QUESTION?
CALL (479) 549-8528 OR (318) 631-6240 EXT 115

_SPOMCORED BY:
AREAMSAS-LOUISIANA CONFERENCE
OF SEYENTH-DAY-RDYENTISTS

SEPTEMBER 2014
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CHIP Program for Fort Smith Church

» There are some
visibly thinner faces at the Fort Smith
church. After 30 days, members of the first
group to participate in CHIP (Complete
Health Improvement Program) in Fort
Smith has lost an average of 8.3 pounds.
CHIP is proving to be all it claims to be
for the six participants and two volunteers
who are taking part in the program.

CHIP facilitator Nancy Brennan says
of the program, “What a blessing to see
people improve their health using simple,
God-given principles in lifestyle. When the
human body is given what the Designer
and Creator intends for its use, amazing
things happen.”

CHIP teaches participants to use a
plant-based, food-as-grown approach to
nutrition. That, along with daily exercise,
proves to be just what the Great Physician
ordered to normalize the major con-
tributors to lifestyle diseases so preva-
lent in today’s society. High cholesterol
is one of the major contributors to life-
style diseases. The Fort Smith group
lowered their cholesterol by 13 percent
in just 30 days—a very impressive im-
provement. The group also improved
its overall blood glucose with an average

Forrest City/

» The “Messengers,”
the newly formed Pathfinder club for the
Forrest City/West Helena district held
their first fundraiser on July 20 in Forrest
City, Arkansas.

Along with selling baked goods, the three-
member club and staff handed out Steps to

decrease of 11 percent.

The Fort Smith “CHIPpers” met
three times a week during the month of
March. At the meetings they learned the
principles of the CHIP lifestyle through
video presentations, textbook study, and
group discussion. Meals prepared for them
using CHIP-friendly recipes were shared
at most meetings. These delicious meals
helped introduce the group to the wonder-
ful variety available to one who chooses to
follow a plant-based diet.

After the initial 12 meetings, everyone
came away with the knowledge they need
to continue to improve their health. One
of the best discoveries made is that you
don’t have to go hungry to lose weight and
improve your health. Eat as much as you
like, as long as the food fits
the CHIP guidelines, and your

West Helena

Christ. Attached to the books were invita-
tions for the upcoming evangelistic meet-
ings to begin in September for Forrest City.
According to director James Kenyon,
“The sale was a bigger success than expect-
ed. We are very thankful to everyone for the
donated baked goods and very proud of the

weight and those vital numbers in your
blood tests will naturally normalize.

For the next two months, the group met
twice monthly for support sessions and to
share potluck meals. The plan thereafter
is to meet at least monthly to share meals,
exchange recipes, and continue to nurture
the friendships we have formed.

The Fort Smith church views CHIP as an
excellent evangelism tool and a wonderful
way to bring church members together as a
team to make it all happen. Their plan is to
continue offering the opportunity for more
church members and the public to partici-
pate in CHIP programs in the future. For
more information on how your church can
begin to offer this outreach that is so need-
ed today, go to www.CHIPhealth.com.

Nancy Brennan, CHIP
facilitator

A Everyone looks forward to the food demonstrations.

<« CHIP members meet for classes.

Pathfinders

Pathfinders for their involvement.” Enough
money was raised to supply new shirts to
the Pathfinders, plus putting aside funds for
the camporee in Oshkosh.

A car wash is planned for West Helena in
August. They will be handing out Steps to
Christ books with advertisements for a free
Bible study course.

Meetings are planned for
October in West Helena with
one of our Pathfinders, 14 year
old Shelly Jarrett, presenting
the messages.

Betty Hoag

Far left: Pathfinders advertising the
bake sale.

<« The Messengers Pathfinder Club’s
first bake sale.
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someone until you eat
together. So every Sabbath
when we come together for
Sabbath School, let us consider that
we are participating in a spiritual meal to-
gether as we study God’s Word and eat of
the Bread of Life. As good hosts, we want
to make sure our guests feel comfortable,

and we wish to create a welcoming envi-
ronment. We are there to encourage and
support one another and to insure that
our time together is well spent and ben-
eficial to all who participate. Thus, we aim
for “total participation.” Is it possible that
we need to upgrade our traditional ways
of doing Sabbath School? Do we need to
implement a friendlier or more accom-
modating method to our Sabbath School

classes? Do our Sabbath School classes
need to be smaller, so class members can
become acquainted and comfortable with
one another?

To acquire “total participation” we could
be more productive outside of the four
walls of the church. We could visit miss-
ing members or have prayer groups who
pray for special needs. We could organize
small groups who could meet at members’
homes during the week for additional Bi-
ble study. At these gatherings we could in-
vite our neighbors to join us, thus acquir-
ing new interests. We could assist lonely
and shy members, who normally get lost
in the crowd, to feel comfortable speaking
up. ldeally, we are creating a family within
the church family. Just imagine having
multiple Sabbath School classes that are
meeting unique and special needs within

Participation

the church due to their close connections
and organization!

These smaller Sabbath School classes
or “smaller church family units” can cele-
brate birthdays, anniversaries, births to-
gether, or mourn and assist in the event of
death, losses of jobs, divorce, etc. All these
events could happen in each person’s life,
but when you have people to share your
joy, sorrow, burdens, stress, or whatever
comes, it is so much easier to deal with.

The Sabbath School classes can be
volunteer units for other church activi-
ties. Everyone working together—just like
bricks in a wall. One brick by itself is chal-
lenged by the forces of nature, but many
bricks stacked together can be a wall of
protection. Let’s aim for total participa-
tion—multiple groups, personally involved
and working together for the growth of the
church and for service to the community.
Let us re-evaluate how we can utilize Sab-
bath School to be a vital part of our local
church’s ministry to the community and to
the church at large.

Ciro Castillo, Spanish coordinator

Broken Arrow
Celebrates 35
Years

» This past May, the Broken Ar-
row church celebrated its 35th anniversary, as well as
Mother’s Day. The church history was read and char-
ter members were honored. Our youth then honored
the mothers with songs and words of appreciation.
Horticulturist Sonny Harmon presented each wom-
an with a living plant. Each member had been asked
to bring a single faux flower and place it in a vase at
the front of the church to show the beauty of diversi-
ty in unity. We were amazed as we watched the single
flowers grow into a lovely bouquet. It was a great ob-
ject lesson as we realized that diversity in our church
has made us even stronger and better equipped to
serve our community

This past May, the Broken
Arrow church celebrated
its 35th anniversary, as

Judy Marquette

well as Mother’s Day.

SEPTEMBER 2014
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Alva Church Investiture, Baby
Dedication, and Baptism

» The Alva church has been very
busy this year. The church body has been
very productive with adding the final
touches to the new church, and the Path-
finders and Adventurers have remained
busy as they participate in their activities.

The Adventures have participated in ac-
tivities in order to complete many of their
awards. They have enjoyed field trips to the
cosmosphere, the IMAX, and the planetari-
um. They painted birdhouses and used play
dough to create animals and nature. They
also created nature board books with pages
for an animal collage, drawings of animals,
their favorite pets, and drawings of their
own houses. They also added drawings of
birds and glued birdseed
to them. The Adventurers
have also taken a trip to
the nursing home, as well
as to the fire department.
The firefighters showed the
Adventurers the fire trucks,
their uniforms, and talked
to them about what to do
in case of a fire. They also
taught the adventurers how
to stop, drop, and roll. The
Pathfinders held a fund-
raiser with a spaghetti din-
ner and a show to help raise
money for their uniforms.
There was a great turn out
in participation and the
Pathfinders raised enough
money for their uniforms
and demonstrated a great
performance for the audi-
ence.

The Pathfinders partici-
pated in Pathfinder Sab-
bath on April 19 beginning
with marching in to music
as the church service be-
gan. They each helped col-
lect offering and then each
sang a solo for special mu-
sic with Scott Cox playing
guitar. Ellie McCollough

sang “Jesus Take The Wheel,” Hannah Mc-
Collough sang “Lord 1 Lift Your Name On
High,” and Jacob Cox sang “You Love Me
Anyway.” After such a performance, Jacob
Cox then followed with a sermon entitled
“Seeing God.” The Pathfinders ended the
church service marching out to “Joyful,
Joyful, We Adore Thee” with Rose Simpson
playing the piano.

On June 7 we had a special church ser-

vice covering the Adventurer Investiture,
Master Guide Investiture, a baby dedica-
tion, and a baptism. The Adventurer Inves-
titure was presented by Chantae Simpson
to the Adventurers with help from Lucy
Dykes and Esther Nusser. The Master

Guide Investiture was then presented by
Lisa East and William Kornegay, pastor, to
Gabrielle Simpson and Esther Nusser. Fol-
lowing these presentations was R.L. and
Gabrielle Simpson’s baby dedication with
their son Christopher Daniel Simpson.
After church a baptism was held, officially
welcoming John Hill into our church.

The church family has also been hard at
work adding the finishing touches to the
new church. Early in the year we were able
to furnish our sanctuary with new pews,
furniture, piano, and sound equipment.
And with the blessing of beautiful weath-
er on Easter morning our church family
gathered together, with the help of some
community volunteers as
well, to clean and prepare
the yard for planting grass.
Projects that were complet-
ed included placing the car
bumpers on the parking lot,
leveling the ground, dig-
ging around tree stumps to
prepare them to be ground
down, cleaning the win-
dows, and trimming the
weeds. The church has also
invested in a lawn mower
and has seeded the yard for
grass.

We have future projects
that we are looking forward
to accomplishing, includ-
ing painting the parking lot
lines and purchasing stor-
age for yard tools.

Ariel Simpson

Among the many activities
keeping members of the Alva
church busy is their involvement
in Pathfinders, Adventurers, and
Master Guides. They recently held
Investiture for all three clubs.
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Eating Better to Serve God Better

» Sometimes things that many
consider unrelated to our spiritual lives
can be very important to our relationship
with Jesus. Mary Bernt held evening cook-

VBS Program

» Eighteen energetic boys
and girls attended the Choctaw church’s
“Weird Animals” Vacation Bible School
program the week of June 16-20. Each day
the children participated in a variety of
activities, all designed to emphasize that
Jesus loves us—even when we're left out,
even though we're different, even when
we don’t understand, even though we do
wrong, and even when we’re afraid.

After attending the opening segment,
called Sing and Play Stampede, the chil-
dren enjoyed experiencing the Bible stories
in One-of-a-Kind Bible Adventures, doing
experiments in Imagination Station, eating
at Critter Café, playing “Untamed Games,”
and watching and discussing a video about
a child’s real-life problems in “KidVid Cin-
ema.” The children also received a Bible
Buddy each day, which had a picture of the

ing seminars at the Choctaw church from
June 1-4, and helped us see the importance
of diet in our walk with Christ. Bernt has
a great deal of experience in preparing
healthy, satisfying food—she owned a res-
taurant in Rapid City, South Dakota, and
now owns and operates a vegan café and
health food store called Veggies in Ard-
more, Oklahoma.

Church members invited friends to at-
tend the seminar with them, and we had
about 26 people in attendance on most
nights. Several church members also
worked hard to help prepare and serve
the meals. We enjoyed a full plant-based
meal each evening prepared from recipes
in Bernt’s cookbook, I Love Veggies. She
explained how to prepare each item on
the menu, and told us about the healing

Choctaw church members and visitors attended
cooking seminars presented by Mary Bernt, author of
I Love Veggies. Attendees got to enjoy recipes from
Bernt’s cookbook every night.

day’s “weird”
animal, with
the day’s
memory
verse on the
back. As an
added fea-
ture, an app
could be
downloaded
that would
make the Bible Buddy “come alive.” After
all that excitement, the children again met
together for “The Tail End,” before going
home to wait for the next day’s fun.

Every year our whole church looks for-
ward to summer, when many of us are
involved in the Vacation Bible School
program. Many people work together to
make VBS a success each year, including

properties in the various ingredients. She
recounted stories of people who had eaten
at Veggies regularly and adopted a more
healthy diet at home, and who had lost
weight, lowered blood pressure and cho-
lesterol levels, and eliminated many health
issues in their lives. Bernt cited many facts
and statistics that support the lifestyle she
advocates. She also told about her early life
and how it was transformed when she met
Jesus and began to learn the health prin-
ciples she now teaches to others.

Church members and visitors alike
appreciated the way Mary showed how
healthy eating and following the other
rules of health could enhance our relation-
ship with our Savior. She told us on the
last evening of the seminar that if we took
nothing else home with us, she hoped we
would be inspired to open our Bibles and
develop a love affair with Jesus.

Robin Sagel

our young people who have become a little
too old to attend as students but still want
to participate by helping out at the vari-

ous stations. Our team is like a well-oiled
machine, and even when things go slightly
wrong, as they sometimes do—]Jesus loves
us!

Robin Sagel
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1 often sit and ask myself “What
if” questions. What if your church
announced at its business meeting:
“Starting next week there will be no more
adult Sabbath School classes due to non
participation”? Would there be any fall-out
or uproar? How would the community re-
spond, or would it have any effect on them
at all?

One pastor said he would lose baptisms,
because his new believers class is respon-
sible for at least five baptisms every year.

What would your church lose if mem-
bers stopped attending or voted to no lon-
ger have Sabbath School? What a sobber-

n School?

ing thought!

On the other hand, what if you can
imagine a Sabbath School program that
was very well organized with short prelim-
inaries, exciting facilitators, and stimulat-
ing participation? What a class!

Is it possible to have a class like this or
does this happen only in large churches?

Every day a vision is birthed in some
Sabbath School superintendent’s or coun-
cil's mind to inspire and lead God’s people
in teaching and serving the members of
Sabbath School.

1 cannot even begin to imagine a church
without Sabbath School, because of what

What If There Was No
Sabbat

it means and brings to the church—fel-
lowship, teachings, knowledge, spiritual
growth, and discipleship, to name a few.

Let’s be thankful for the members who
attend faithfully and focus on how to en-
courage and recruit others to attend Sab-
bath School. In addition, let us not forget,
Sabbath School should be one of the “great-
est instrumentalities, and the most effec-
tual, in bringing souls to Christ” (Counsels
on Sabbath School Work, p. 10).

No church should be without a Sabbath
School class—none!

Charles Sanders, Sabbath School director

Grace Tour Comes to Agape Fellowship

» Profound author
and speaker Jeremy Anderson and his
Grace Tour ministry team visited Agape
Fellowship church in Lancaster on the
Sabbath, July 12th, for the morning service
and also held a youth rally at the Lancaster
Elementary School in the evening.

Agape Fellowship invited Anderson to
bring The Grace Tour to Lancaster, as they
hosted this event for the first time in the

Dallas area. The goal and vision was to
bring out local community youth to re-
ceive an encouraging word about staying
on the right path and knowing that they
are not alone on this journey.

A Jeremy Anderson’s

ministry team, The Grace Tour,
encouraged youth at the Agape
church to make God’s Word
their guide in life.

<« Jeremy Anderson, author
and presenter, with Tyrone
Boyd, pastor.

Anderson and his team shared their per-
sonal testimonies and stories to demon-
strate to these young people that anyone
can turn their lives around at any time. The
message that God’s grace can rewrite any-
one’s story, reso-
nated throughout
the presentation.

After
ing and relating

hear-

to Jeremy and
his team, many
youth came for-
ward for prayer to
make that u-turn
“Next
Level Living.”
When  asked
about the results
of the event, Ty-
rone Boyd, pas-
said, “The
Grace Tour was

and begin

tor,

a demonstration
that there is no limit to the good a person
might accomplish when they make the
Word of God the guide and rule of their
life!”

Tyrone Boyd
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Southwest Region Celebrates the
Ordination of Pastors

» The Southwest Region
Conference ended its 2014 campmeeting
festivities with its annual pastoral ordi-
nation on June 21, 2014. Those ordained
included: Kenn Dixon, of Garland Casa-
lita Drive church; Allen Brewer, associate
pastor of Houston Fondren church; Carl
Ming, of New Orleans Caffin Avenue and
New Orleans East churches; and Nicolas
Herrera, of El Paso East and El Paso West
Spanish churches.

A powerful message about being called
into the ministry was delivered by James
Doggette, pastor. He informed the pastors
that there are going to be both good times
and difficult times in the ministry but that
doesn’t change what they are called to do.
Superficiality can influence the minds of
pastors who can sometimes be motivated
by big churches, large congregations, and

great musicians. In the midst
of all the superficial aspects of
the ministry, they often forget
that they have a job to do. A job
that requires writing a sermon
when they feel uninspired, min-
istering to the poor when they
might not feel up to it, traveling
to various cities when they are
ill, and taking care of a family on
a busy schedule. Just as the pas-
tors have a calling, people often
forget that a pastor’s wife has a
calling as well. Some of the pas-
tors’ wives stressed that support-
ing their husband as the spiritual
leader of the household is what
God has called them to do, citing
Ephesians 5:22-23, “Wives, sub-
mit to your own husbands, as to

Four pastors were ordained to the gospel ministry
at Southwest Region’s camp meeting in June.

the Lord. For the husband is the head of
the wife even as Christ is the head of the
church, his body, and is himself its Savior.”

Being in the ministry is not an easy
task, but with God as the center of their
lives they are able to
accomplish anything
that is needed for their
mission here on earth.
Doggette  reminded
all present that God’s
calling to ministry is
irreversible. We pray
for God’s divine guid-
ance for these men of
God as they enter a
new chapter of their
ministry.

Lauren A. Foster
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Forest Hill Experiences Third Annual
Community Parade

“Catch the Vision: We Serve, We Supply, We Support”

» On April 27, the
city of Forest Hill experienced the third an-
nual Catch the Vision parade. The parade
took place despite a rainy forecast, and
multiple members of the Forest Hill com-
munity and a few from neighboring cities
participated. Participants included various
schools, churches, and businesses, as well
as city council members.

The idea of having a parade was original-
ly spearheaded by the Forest Hill church’s
deaconess department during a deaconess
meeting in 2011. The ladies want-
ed to do something new and dif-
ferent to work with the commu-
nity and encourage community
involvement and connectedness.
They desired to see community

Members of the Forest Hill church
collaborated with the City of Forest

Hill to host the third annual “Catch

the Vision: We Serve, We Supply, We
Support” community parade designed to
encourage community involvement and
connectedness.

members come out and support each other
as well as to get acquainted with one an-
other. Although the ladies believed this
was a challenging endeavor, they decided
to pursue it and took the idea to the For-

est Hill city council members. After meet-
ing with the city and constable, the ladies
received approval. Then came the name
Catch the Vision, with the theme, “We
Serve, We Supply, We Support.”

This year, the Forest Hill family life de-
partment continued the new tradition of

the Catch the Vision annual parade. Proce-
dures continued as before, however, due to
low funds, the department was not able to
afford police escorts. With the help of For-
est Hill Constable Michael Campbell, po-
lice escorts were provided by way of volun-
teer constables. Various schools, churches,
and businesses in the community were
contacted and invited. Vendors were invit-
ed to participate in the after-parade activi-
ties, and car enthusiasts were also invited
to show their antique, customized, and
show cars.

As aresult of the tenacity of Trin-
da Matson, the support of the city of
Forest Hill and all the participants,
the third annual Catch the Vision
parade was a success. The weather
proved favorable without a rain-
drop in sight. Some of the Catch
the Vision parade participants and
guests included: Circle 5 Horse Rid-
ing Club, Forest Hill Horse Riding
Club, Grace Temple Pathfinders
and Adventurers, Pilgrim Valley
Baptist Church and various school
ROTC groups. The mayor of Forest
Hill, Gerald Joubert, along with city
manager Sheyi Ipaye and a “slew”
of city council members followed
in individually-represented cars, as
well as the Forest Hill Fire Depart-
ment and MedStar ambulance ser-
vice.

“In preparing for the third an-
nual Catch the Vision community
parade, we placed everything be-
fore God, the foundation was laid,
and everything else fell into place.
We thank God for His grace and
mercy with this endeavor and pray
that with each coming year the goal
to strengthen community ties will
prove successful,” said Trinda Mat-
son, Forest Hill family life director.

Linda Murray
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My first recollections
of Sabbath School take me
back to Orlando, Florida, where
I must have been in the first grade.
The songs, prayers, and Bible lessons were
the foundations of who 1 am today. As 1
gathered my thoughts to write this edito-
rial, a bit of Sabbath School trivia came to
mind. Amazingly, Methodists, as opposed
to Seventh-day Adventists, first coined the
term “Sabbath School.” James White was
the first Sabbath School quarterly author.
The very first Sabbath School was orga-
nized in Rochester, New York. The first
mission ship, the “Pitcairn” was funded by
Sabbath School offerings and traveled to
the South Seas. The most quoted book in
adult Sabbath School lessons over the years
has been The Acts of the Apostles.

Countless children, youth, and adults
over the decades of existence of the Adven-
tist Church have been spiritually fed, moral-
ly strengthened, and girded up for challeng-
ing times in their lives through the ministry
of Sabbath Schools. My son, David, who is
in the final stages of the M.Div. course at
Andrews University, would come home af-

SabBélth S

ter Sabbath School and spend Sabbath af-
ternoons treasuring away in his heart large
sections of Scripture, taking pride in the
privilege he had to stand on the platform
with his classmates and recite Scripture
from memory. But Sabbath Schools today
are not what they once were. The busyness
of people has adversely affected their abil-
ity to arrive in a timely fashion on Sabbath
mornings. Thus, the lack of numbers gives
way to lackluster preparation of Sabbath
School programs, which in turn creates a
vicious cycle of poor attendance.

Notice the following quote from El-
len White on the importance of Sabbath
School: “Even greater care should be taken
by parents to ensure that their children
have their Scripture lessons than is taken
to see that their day-school lessons are pre-
pared. Their Scripture lessons should be
learned more perfectly than their lessons in
the common schools. Parents must take a
special interest in the spiritual education of
their children that they may obtain a more
thorough knowledge of the truth (Testimo-
nies on Sabbath School Work, p. 8).

It appears to this lifelong Seventh-day

chool: A Place Where
Hearts are Fashioned

Adventist that the slipping away of our
Sabbath School program in recent years
needs to be addressed. Sabbath School,
Adventist education, traditional Adventist
preaching, and the culture of evangelism
are traditional and fundamental Adventist
staples that we cannot afford to lose. A por-
tion of our identity as a people is wrapped
up in them. We should call to memory the
words found in Deuteronomy 6:6-9, “And
these words which 1 commanded you today
shall be in your heart. And you shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you are sitting at home,
as you walk by the way, when you lie down
and when you rise up. You shall bind them
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. You shall write
them on the doorposts of your home and
on your gates.” This command from the
Lord should spur us to fulfilling the Sab-
bath School commission in our churches,
thus preparing for the return of the Lord to
the midst of His people.

Carlos J. Craig, president

McKinney Church Celebrates Church Status

» Sabbath, April 26
was a special day for the McK-
inney church as we celebrated
our new status as a church. Gary
Brady from the Texas Confer-
ence and Chief Daniel Kistner
of the McKinney Fire Depart-
ment were guest speakers and
we had many visitors from vari-
ous churches. In addition to a
special divine service, there was
a ribbon cutting, a potluck, and
a special concert performed by
Merrilou Inks and other musicians. To
conclude the daily activities there was a
dinner and gym night with many fun ac-
tivities that took adults back to their child-
hood.

The McKinney church welcomes every-

A Gary Brady helps with the ribbon cutting.

one to visit and experience the warmth
and friendliness of our church. Visit
them online at www.mckinneysdae.org.

Top: Pastor Jaeger cutting the cake.

Betzy Hurst  Bottom: Gym night included adults jumping rope!
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“Smiling Jesus” Visits Stonehill

» Bruce Marchiano, the
actor best known for his role as Jesus in
the film The Gospel According to Matthew,
spent Sabbath, April 26, at the Stonehill
church sharing how his life was changed
after portraying Jesus in that film.

Despite growing up hearing the gospel
stories and going to Christian schools,
Marchiano said that he realized he had
never taken the time to truly find out who
Jesus really was. In preparation for the film
he said, “l had to get on my knees and bury
my face in His book,” said Marchiano. “My
whole life became about getting to know
Him.”

Marchiano said that his prayers changed
from the kind in which he asked for the
Lord’s help in various areas of his life to,
“Lord, 1 need to know You more. Please
reveal Yourself to me. Reveal Your heart
to me.” He begged God to fill him with
His qualities. He asked, “Lord, give me the
quality of mercy. Lord, teach me to love
people. Lord, give me compassion for peo-
ple who are hurting.”

Marchiano told stories about how God
answered those prayers. He shared how
he was overcome with emotion as God re-
vealed His compassion for the human race
while he was working on the film.

Michael Escalante

He also told how he became known as
“the smiling Jesus.” He said he wanted to
portray Jesus as a man of joy. He referred
to the messianic prophecy in Psalms 45:7
(N1V), “You love righteousness and hate
wickedness: therefore God, your God, has
set you above your companions by anoint-
ing you with the oil of joy.”

When filming was done and Marchiano
was flying home, he said he wondered
how he could summarize his experiences.
After hours of thinking through all that
he learned in the person of Jesus and the
depth of His love, he wrote just three
words in his journal, “He loves you.”

Marchiano then reminded everyone in
attendance that no matter where you've
been or what you've done, Jesus knows it
all and still loves you.

Marchiano’s life was so changed by
working on The Gospel According to Mat-

» Bruce Marchiano played the role of Jesus in
the 1993 film The Gospel According to Matthew.
The IMDDb (Internet Movie Database) states that
Marchiano has portrayed Jesus in more films than
any actor in history.

V¥ Stonehill’s pastor, Albert Handal (right)
moderates a question-and-answer session with
actor Bruce Marchiano.

thew that he started Marchiano Ministries
and continues to work on Christian film
projects, missionary efforts, and presenta-
tions like the one he gave at Stonehill.

What a powerful testimony Bruce Mar-
chiano shared with us,” said Albert Handal,
pastor. “His presentation was a wonderful
way for us to share the gospel of Jesus with
our neighbors.”

Before Marchiano left, he reiterated how
much he loves visiting Seventh-day Adven-
tist churches because they make him think
of how heaven will be—filled with people
from all over the world.

Fawn Escalante
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Blinded by Love at Denton First

» The Denton First church held
a young adult worship experience April
24-27, with a focus on “blind love.” The
four-day, interactive worship experience,
led by Derek Lazarus, pastor, began on a
Thursday evening and culminated with a
prayer breakfast on Sunday morning. The
meetings allowed young
adults from around the
DFW and North Texas
area to gain a better un-
derstanding of true love,
God’s unfailing love for
us, and how to avoid be-
ing blinded by love.

As young adults, we are constantly dis-
tracted by many worldly things and some-
times the devil tries to take us away from
God’s love. Sabbath morning began with a
youth panel for Sabbath School, discussing
relational issues with young people and
how to have healthy, Christ-centered rela-
tionships. Lazarus shared
the story of Samson and
Delilah, a relevant, bibli-
cal example of blind love.
Just as Samson was blind-
ed by his love for Delilah,
we as Christians are often
blinded from our love for

God by the things of the world.

There often exists a struggle between
our love for God and attraction to things
of pleasure. There are many things in our
society such as money, power, pride, mu-
sic, and media that get in the way of our
love for God. Lazarus encouraged us to “fill
the baptistery,” and we witnessed a bap-
tism as Sheldon Finnell gave his life to the
Lord. In addition, Contagious Faith blessed
us with a concert in the afternoon.

We ended Saturday with a cookout,
bonfire, and fireworks. The four-day young
adult worship experience was truly a
blessing and a great experience for young
adults, and we are looking forward to the
great things God has in store for us in the
future!

Irene Ogeto

A youth panel discussed how to have healthy,
Christ-centered relationships for Sabbath School
during the four-day young adult worship experience
at Denton First.

Annual Service to be Held at Oldest
Adventist Church in Texas Conference

» The Norse church, the oldest
standing Adventist church in the Texas
Conference, invites you to its 31st annual
church service at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday,
October 11. The Keene Rocketeer Path-
finder Club will conduct the flag-raising
ceremony. This year, the State of Texas
will unveil a historic marker at the church

VENTH-
| ADVENTIST
EHURCH

site. Marjorie Stowe, a Keene resident and
the granddaughter of Ole and Annie Nys-
tel, founders of the Norse Church, will be
the recipient of a special tribute. Following
the church service there will be a potluck
lunch.

Healing Heart, a Christian community
choir founded in 1992 and directed by Da-
vid Anavitarte, will pro-
vide music for the church
service. Joe Martin, an
optometrist from Cle-
burne, will bless us with
beautiful hymns played
on the piano. John Rob-
erts, 10-year-old nephew
of our speaker, Randy
Roberts, will play his vio-
lin as some of our special
Randy Roberts,
senior pastor of the Loma

music.

Linda University church in California, is
scheduled to present the sermon.

The Norse church in Clifton is about
a 9o-minute drive from Keene. From
Keene, find State Hwy. 174 in Cleburne
and take it south through Meridian. Turn
right through town to Hwy. 6. Turn left
on Hwy. 6 for about eight miles toward
Clifton. Turn right on FM 2136 and travel
about three miles and turn left on CR 4155
and drive about a mile. The church is lo-
cated on the left.

Those wanting to ride horses before
the church service will meet in Keene at
6:00 a.m. and head to a ranch near the
Norse church for a chuck wagon break-
fast. The group, including Roberts, will
take a 30-mintue ride to the church. If
you have questions, contact Yddo Ortiz at

817.517.4650.
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While attending the city-
wide evangelistic crusade,
Hope for Manila 2014: iCare, 1
noticed something significant dur-
ing the three Sabbaths that we were in
the Philippines. What struck me the most
was the passion and interest of church
members in coming to the Sabbath School
program. It seemed that people did not
mind the long line at the entry of the astro-
dome. Everyone wanted to make sure they
got a seat inside. Can this also be true in
our Texico churches? It seems that Sabbath
School in many local churches sufferes the
Ephesian tragedy, “the loss of first love”
from the church members. 1 believe we can
rebuild this significant landmark and I pro-
pose that we try the following:

Re-establish the
= Purpose of Sabbath
School.

The objectives of Sabbath School are
not limited to Bible study and fellowship
among church members and friends, but
also for the church to do community out-
reach. There is no use keeping the seeds
in the barn, they need to be scattered and
sown in the field to become beneficial for
the Master.

“It is not too much to reiterate that the
Sabbath school, if rightly conducted, is one
of God’s great instrumentalities to bring
souls to a knowledge of the truth” (Coun-
sels on Sabbath School Work, p. 115).

2 Encourage Members
= to Participate in
Different Activities or
Projects Especially in
Sabbath School Programs.

Increase attendance by making the pro-
grams appealing and interesting. Break the
traditional format by introducing new, in-
novative concepts into the Sabbath School
program. This will inspire and motivate
others to be involved. Having members
participate will not only enhance interest
and attendance, but it will help the Sab-
bath School accomplish its mission and
objectives. A lot of new ideas can be de-
rived from the members if they are given
the opportunity to share.

Plan and Set Goals.

B The success of businesses or or-
ganizations is mainly attributed to careful
and well-organized planning. Set your di-
rection and focus your efforts in reaching
the goals you have set. A Sabbath School
without a goal is no different than a boat
without a rudder.

While on our mission trip in the Philip-
pines this year, 1 learned so much about
Sabbath School and how it is done in that
area of the world. Allow me to share some
observations:

Sabbath School is the heartbeat of
evangelism. Sabbath afternoons were
spent by the members holding Branch Sab-
bath Schools. Branch Sabbath Schools in-

Rebuilding a Landmark

volved Bible studies, children’s evangelism,
hospital visits, home visits, youth pro-
grams, etc. They are conducted either in
homes, parks, basketball courts, churches,
hospitals, offices, or even under a mango
tree.

Bible interests and baptismal candi-
dates are enrolled as members of the Sab-
bath School. In so doing, there are more
Sabbath School members than church
members. Even before they become official
members in the church, they are already
acquainted with the Adventist lifestyle.
At Sabbath School, they are given the op-
portunity to get involved in Bible study,
prayer, and discussions. This is how new
members are integrated into church life.

Everyone is encouraged to be on time
for Sabbath School. Throughout the Phil-
ippine Union Conference, all churches
start Sabbath School at 8:30 a.m. There is
so much to do at Sabbath School that ev-
eryone is excited to be at church on time.

1 believe that what is happening in Sab-
bath School throughout different parts of
the world can be duplicated here in our
own territory. 1 pray that our dear Texico
Conference can be a trendsetter and not
a follower in exemplifying that Sabbath
School can be the springboard of evange-
lism. 1 look forward to the day when we
can have a harvest of souls as when the
early church started. So let’s “occupy till
Jesus comes” and make Sabbath School the
heartbeat of evangelism.

Nehemias Basit

Unimy s THVERSITY

Want to see more of what is taking place around
the Texico Conference? Subscribe to the Texico
Update Newsletter at
http://eepurl.com/TdOc5

or www.texico.org
Newsletter can be viewed in numerous langua

ges.
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ShareHim 2014 Philippine Mission Trip

The opportunity to serve the Lord in
the mission field is a privilege and honor.
When you are confronted with the realiza-
tion of what God has done in your life, you
can’t resist sharing it with your fellow men.
That opportunity came when Duane McK-
ey, Southwestern Union Conference vice
president, offered us the privilege of join-
ing Ted Wilson, president of the General
Conference, in a mission initiative. Wilson
has spearheaded a program called Mis-
sion to the Cities—a plan to evangelize the
big cities of the world. This initiative was
launched last year in 2013 and New York
City was the first venue. This year, Manila,
Philippines, was chosen as the mission site.

There were 55 pastors and laymen from
the North American Division who re-

sponded to joined Wilson in this worthy
cause. It is a joy to know that the Texico
supported this
project. Several members and pastors from

Conference leadership

Texico volunteered to go to Manila to ex-
perience the blessings of working in the
mission field. In the month of May, pas-
tors Abner Razon, Nehemias Basit, Rodel
Liwanag, and Hector Quinones accepted
the opportunity to preach God’s Word in
metro Manila’s three-week endeavor en-
titled “Hope for Manila 2014: iCare.”
Several lay members from Texico also
joined the mission. Loida Cruz, an Odessa,
Texas, church member preached in the
Luzon church. There were many visitors
at her site and the church was too small
to accommodate them all. It was decided
to hold the meetings instead in an
open-air basketball court so that all

<« Amass baptism in Manila, Philippines.

V¥ From left: Nepthali Mafiez, president,
North Philippine Union Conference, Alisha
Boicourt, Abner and Nefritire Razon, Nancy
and Ted Wilson, Loida Cruz.
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of the people would fit. With loud speakers
on full blast, she also had the opportunity
to preach to the nearby houses. Many of
the people listening in their homes gave
their hearts to the Lord. As a first time
speaker, she was so encouraged by the re-
sponse of the people and believes that if
she can do it, anyone can be used by God
to spread His love.

The only youth in the group, Alisha
Boicourt, from the Midland, Texas, church,
preached at Gagalangin church. She had
never been in front of her home church to
say a prayer, let alone preach a sermon. Ali-
sha was terrified at first, but because of her
dedication and willingness to share God’s
Word, He gave her the power and wis-
dom. She became one of the most dynamic
and powerful preachers. At 15 years old and
the youngest of the group of ShareHim
preachers, she quickly became the darling
of the group. Her friendliness and constant
smile were an inspiration to everyone.

1 was assigned to conduct the Revela-
tion of Hope seminar at the Dapitan Bible

_—
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Center. The main bulk of visitors in our
nightly meetings were senior citizens. A lot
of homeless people also came to the meet-
ings. This group was truly hungering for
the truth. The local church rallied together
in supporting the seminar.

The success of evangelism in Manila
cannot only be attributed to the preachers
from America. The local members dedi-
cated months of Bible studies, home visits,
health seminars, prayer, personal invita-
tions, and friendship evangelism in prepa-
ration for this event. The target goal for
baptism was 10,500 souls. On the first Sab-
bath that we were there, 1,019 souls were
baptized in the Adventist University of the
Philippines’ swimming pool. The next two
Sabbaths, we gathered at Cuneta Astro-
dome, which also houses an Olympic-sized
pool. More than 12,000 people attended
the church services at the dome where
Wilson preached.

During those two Sabbaths, it was my

privilege to join other Filipino pastors in
baptizing hundreds of precious souls for
Jesus. On May 10, a total of 1,069 people
were baptized. On May 17, 1,075 precious
individuals gave their hearts to the Lord
through baptism. We stayed in the pool
for almost two hours baptizing the can-
didates. My hand became weary, but my
heart was rejoicing for those being bap-
tized. As of this writing the baptismal goal
of 10,500 has been exceeded! In the end,
what matters most is that we have people
responding to God’s saving grace. We have
answered the call to serve because we love
Jesus.

Doing mission work is like a shot in the
arm—being injected with new blood, and
renewed energy. Suddenly, you develop
this strong passion of reaching people for
Christ. It energizes you with vitality and
enthusiasm to help finish God’s work. Do-
ing evangelism in Manila gave me that
needed boost again. In the Philippines, we

A Abner Razon preaching at Dapitan Bible Center.

have a membership of more than a mil-
lion Adventists. Among these members,
evangelism and witnessing is a way of
life. It’s no wonder that so many people
were baptized. 1 would like to echo my last
sermon at Dapitan church when 1 chal-
lenged everyone to continue to spread the
gospel until Jesus returns. We must reach
out to our communities, reach out to our
neighbors, friends, and relatives. God is
calling the Seventh-day Adventist Church
to mobilize like never before in reaching
the people of the world with the precious
Three Angels’ Messages. 1t is a privilege to
follow in Jesus’ footsteps. This is why God
called us to be a part of His last day rem-
nant people.

Abner Razon
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Lifehouse: Southwestern’s Sabbath

School Experience

“Every Sabbath morning 1 look forward to
attending Lifehouse, whether I'm involved
on stage or in the audience,” confides Mi-
chael Demiar, senior communication ma-
jor. “And that’s one of the best things about
Southwestern. I've been involved in all sorts
of worship programs since my first day on
campus as a freshman. You just get involved
here.”

Lifehouse Sabbath School is stu-
dent-planned and student-led with
mentoring provided by the Spiritual
Life and Development office. It com-
bines three main elements: Bible study,

worship, and fellowship. It’s geared to-
ward the collegiate age, is study-based,
and always open to the community.

When we say it’s student-led, we're
serious. The concept was dreamed up
by students, students lead out
in the Bible study, and students
provide the music and create
the worship atmosphere. “1 gave
them basic guidelines and they’ve
just run with it. I told them it had
to be Bible-based and participa-
tory,” explains Russ Laughlin,
vice president for Spiritual Life
and Development. “Now we have
a program that includes Bible
study with liberal sprinklings of
drama performances, ministry
opportunities, and emphasis on
missions, but no two programs
are alike. We want it to always be
fresh. The only thing that
doesn’t change is that you
can expect to be engaged.”

The diversity of the pro-
gram often reflects
the diversity of the
student body. “I re-
ally like how many
different people get
involved. It’s not al-
ways the same peo-
ple up on the stage,”
Demiar points out. student!
“We're a diverse fam-
ily and have really

different backgrounds, so it’s cool to see it
represented on the stage. We're all worship-
ping the same God but have different things
to bring to the program. I've noticed Life-
house is now becoming a catchphrase. ‘Hey,
you going to Lifehouse?’ It’s really some-
thing we all look forward to.”

Like all of the programs initiated by the

Top: Praising God with voice.
Above left: There’s a time for praise, for thanksgiving, and a time for reflection.

Aboveright: Susan Grady takes it as a personal ministry to organize the breakfasts.

PARENTS™ WEEKEND

Parents! It’s all for you. Get to know the
professors, meet the new president, experience
campus life - all while spending time with your

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY

Spiritual Life and Development office, the
Sabbath School program is designed to de-
velop leadership talents in a safe environ-
ment. “We work hard to make sure each
program goes smoothly,” says Brittany-Anne
Lacerda, junior business major and spiritual
life student leader. “I've learned that a pro-
gram that isn’t planned well may be a dis-
traction to the person who needs to
hear what we have to share. | started
as the stage manager and now am the
leader after learning about good orga-
nization under Austen, last year’s lead-
er. It’s so satisfying to see a program
run smoothly and see people respond-
ing to the message.”

Food is an important part of the
ministry. “When you read about the
early Christian church in the Bible, it
talks about the disciples coming
together to break bread,” says
Laughlin. “It was more than a
Communion service, it was fel-
lowship. The presence of food
creates an atmosphere condu-
cive to sharing and mingling. It’s
also a service, a way for us to do
something a little extra for the
students to let them know they
are appreciated.”

Demiar really appreciates the
“awesome breakfast” and the
work put into it. But what he
really finds inspiring is his fel-
low students. “Their passion and

dedication makes me look

inward and really search,

to make sure I'm bringing

my best for God’s glory.
1t’s just a lot of vari-
ety and a lot of tal-
ent and praise being
shared. It keeps us all
coming and partici-
pating.

Darcy Force,
marketing and public
relations director
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Host Let’s Move Day at Your Church!

Looking for a fun, non-intrusive way to
connect with your community? A great op-
portunity is right around the corner! Let’s
Move Day, sponsored by the North Ameri-
can Division, is an annual event designed
to get church and community members,
young and old, physically active. This year,
Let’s Move Day is on September 21, when
churches all across Texas and the nation
will host a variety of creative activities, in-
cluding 5K runs and walks, family fun ac-
tivity days, walks in the park, and a host of
sporting events.

The driving force behind Let’s Move Day
is the desire to combat and prevent child-
hood obesity, which is growing at an alarm-
ing rate in North America. According to re-
cent statistics, nearly one in three children
in America is overweight or obese, putting
them at risk for many illnesses, including
asthma, type 2 diabetes, and heart dis-
ease. Spurred by these statistics, in 2010
First Lady Michelle Obama launched the
Let’s Move initiative in an effort to com-
bat childhood
obesity and its
related problems.
Through Adven-
tists in Step for Life
(an initiative of
which Let’s Move
Day is a part), the
Seventh-day Ad-
Church
has joined many

Tobe Watts

ventist

other community
agencies and faith
groups around the
nation in the fight
against childhood
obesity.

If youd like to
host an event at
your local church,
here’s what you
need to do. First,
in cooperation
with your health
ministries leader
and church board,
form a planning
committee to pray

In 2012 the Southwestern Union collaborated with Southwestern
Adventist University, Texas Health Huguley, the City of Burleson, several
local churches, and a number of other community organizations to host
an activity day and health expo on Texas Health Huguley’s campus. This
year, a similar event will take place at the same location on September 21.
For more information, call 817.295.0476, ext. 338.

about and decide what type of event you'd
like to host. Even though a 5K or other ma-
jor event might not be doable at this point,
there are still plenty of quick and simple
ideas you can implement. For example, if
there’s a walking trail in a nearby park, you
might organize a walk through the park.
Or how about renting a bounce house and
inviting neighborhood kids and their fami-
lies to come for a few hours of fun?

As you are planning, it’s impor-
tant to make a collaborative effort
and involve your community—
schools, hospitals, local businesses,
city governments, news agencies—
any organization that wants to help
create a healthier community. The
ideas and possibilities are endless.
For more information on planning
your event, visit adventistsinstep-
forlife.org and click on the Let’s
Move Day tab. You'll find a “ton” of
resources, including videos of past
events, webinars, a sample press

release, and a PDF of Let’s Move Day plan-
ning tips.

For even more ideas, contact the Health
Ministries Department at the Southwest-
ern Union at 817.295.04706, ext. 338. Now,
it’s time to get moving!

Pat Humphrey, Record editor and SWUC
health ministries director

3 Tobe Watts
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ARING for PATIENTS

ind THEIR FAMILIES

To me, thats
Extending the
Healing Ministry
of Christ.

Motivated by the mission to more than 4.5 million patients
extend the healing ministry of each year through the care
Christ, Adventist Health System and commitment of nearly
touches the hearts and lives of 70,000 employees.

Adventist Health System serves
communities large and small
through 45 hospitals and numerous

skilled-nursing facilities.

For more information visit AdventistHealthSystem.com. €3 'E=E'AdVentiS[
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Classified Ads

REAL ESTATE/HOUSING

Summit Ridge Retirement
Village is an Adventist
community in a rural set-
ting but close to Oklahoma
City medical facilities and
shopping. Made up of
mostly individual homes,
the village has fellowship
you'll enjoy. On-site church,
independent living, nursing
home and transportation

as needed. Web site: http://
www.summitridgevillage.
org, or call Bill Norman at
405.208.1289.

Buy, Sell, or Property
Management in Keene,
Johnson County, Texas.
Gillin Realty, LLC is a full
service Real Estate Com-
pany handling all your Real

Estate needs. If you would
like to buy, sell, or lease a
home, contact Gillin Realty,
LLC, Samantha Gillin, Broker,
or Alex Federowski, Real-
tor. www.gillinrealty.com.
817.556.3141.

eligibility for PT licensure in
Florida. For more informa-
tion, e-mail: DPTinfo@adu.
edu, visit www.adu.edu/pt,
or go to: www.floridahospi-
talcareers.com and search
job number.

EMPLOYMENT

Adventist University

of Health Sciences, in
Orlando, Florida, is seeking
full-time faculty members
for its developing Doctor

of Physical Therapy pro-
gram. The ideal candidate
will have an advanced level
doctorate or DPT with clini-
cal specialty certification,
expertise in assigned teach-
ing areas, effective teach-
ing and student evaluation
skills, a scholarly agenda, a
record of professional and
community service, and

Pacific Union College is
seeking a full-time faculty

in the Nursing and Health
Sciences Department-Emer-
gency Services/Nursing to
begin during the 2014-2015
academic year. Ideal can-
didate will possess Master's
Degree in nursing or related
field, current RN license, and
current National Registry
EMT certification and/or
Paramedic license with at
least 2 years pre-hospital
experience. For more in-
formation or to apply, call
707.965.7062 or visit http://
www.puc.edu/faculty-staff/

GLEN: CLINICAL THERAPIST, CHEF,

REGGAE LOVER

- Compliance Auditor — Physician

(Job 56488)

— Sr. Internal Auditor
(Job 58596)

Please apply online or call 1-800-722-2770.

EOE/AA/M/F/D/V

L ) This workpla»ce has been recngized
FFrendly by the American Heart Association for

LD
U meeting criteria for employee wellness.

ONE MISSION.

MANY STRENGTHS.

careers.llu.edu
A Seventh-day Adventist Organization

current-job-postings.

Adventist University of
Health Sciences (ADU) in
Orlando, FL, is in search for
a Vice President for Mar-
keting/PR/Enrollment. The
position has overall respon-
sibility for the image and
brand referred to as Ad-
ventist University of Health
Sciences. He/she oversees
all advertising and publica-
tions which seek to educate
both the local community
and the wider national and
international audience to
whom the University ap-
peals. Reply to Fred.Ste-
phens@adu.edu.

Adventist University of
Health Sciences (ADU) in
Orlando, FL seeks a Director
of Alumni Relations who will
be responsible for building

LIVEIT

|
i
i

LOMA LINDA
UNIVERSITY
HEALTH
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and maintaining an alumni
database, alumni newslet-
ter, and alumni Web page.
This position will develop
and chair all intermal and
external alumni commit-
tees and will be responsible
for the development of an
alumni-giving program.
The director will produce
scheduled communications
with ADU alumni and plan
and execute alumni events.
The position will serve as
the compliance and records
officer for all Service Learn-
ing Projects performed by

ADU students. Reply to Fred.

Stephens@adu.edu.

Southwestern Adventist
University Advancement
office seeks full-time Vice
President. Responsibilities
center primarily in develop-
ment in addition to PR/Mar-
keting & Alumni. Minimum
bachelor’s degree and 2
years advancement expe-
rience required, master's
degree preferred. Antici-
pated begin date is January,
2015. Submit cover letter
and CV/resume to Human
Resources at denise.rivera@
swau.edu.

Web Press Operators
Wanted: Pacific Press
Publishing Association
seeks Seventh-day Adven-
tist Web Press Operators
for Head Press Operator
and 2nd Press Operator
full time positions. Ap-
plicants should have 2-4
years of experience, swing
mechanical aptitude and
the proven ability to lead
employees in a production
process. Hourly rate based
on experience. Contact Ms.
Alix Mansker, HR Director,
PO Box 5353, Nampa ID
83653, 208.465.2567 phone,

208.465.2531 fax, aliman@
pacificpress.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

Move with an award-win-
ning agency: Apex Mov-
ing & Storage partners with
the General Conference to
provide quality moves at a
discounted rate. Call us for
all your relocation needs!
Adventist beliefs uncompro-
mised. Contact Marcy Danté
at 800.766.1902 for a free
estimate. Visit us at www.
apexmoving.com/adventist.

The Wildwood Lifestyle
Center can help you
naturally treat and reverse
diseases such as diabetes,
heart disease, hypertension,
obesity, arthritis, osteopo-
rosis, fibromyalgia, lupus,
multiple sclerosis, chronic
fatigue, cancer, substance
abuse, stress, anxiety, de-
pression, and many more.
Invest in your health and
call 1.800.634.9355 for more
information, or visit www.

wildwoodhealth.org/lifestyle.

Homeschoolers and Book
Lovers: Check out our Web
site, countrygardenschool.
org. Hundreds of books. Call
509.525.8143 or e-mail your
order cgsrc@charternet. All
books and tapes 70% off.

Wellness Secrets Life-
style Center: Do you or
someone you know suffer
from diabetes, high blood
pressure, high cholesterol,
arthritis, cancer, obesity, de-
pression, stress, or smoking?
Wellness Secrets Lifestyle
Center can help! 5-day,
live-in health program in
beautiful NW Arkansas, $495
special. For more informa-
tion, visit WellnessSecrets4u.

=W\ ADVENTIST
) WORLD RADIO

where missionaries
cannot go

a group of five
young people at a
military camp. Each
morning at 6 o’clock we
get together and listen to
your programs. None of us
misses your programs. All of
us have never gone to a church.
We were all not believers. Your
programs took us back to life.”

- Listener in Africa

Shortwave AM/FM Podcasts On Demand

12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904 USA
800-337-4297 | awr.org

£ @awrweb [ facebook.com/awrweb
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High Deflnltmn and DVR &%

Connect to any TV » Record your favorite shows*
*optional LUSE memory required for recording

All New Satellite DVR Receiver

Complete satellite system only $199

Plus shipping
No Monthly Fees . .
Mo Subscriptions wo Room
No Credit Checks System $299
Plus shipping

FREE Install Kit

866-552-6882=+ www.adventistsat.com
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com or call 479.752.8555.

Uninsured or Under-
insured? Affordable Dental
and Health care programs
up to 80% off fees for Den-
tal, Vision, Prescriptions,
Chiropractic, and Medical
services. Our plans meet
10 essential health benefits
required by the affordable
care act. No waiting peri-
ods, contracts, or limita-
tions, 30-day money back
guarantee. Contact Chris-
tina 682.999.8256, soman-
yoptions4you@gmail.com,
www.mybenefitsplus.com/
ChristinaP.

Authors of cookbooks,
health books, children's
chapter and picture
books, call 800.367.1844 for
your FREE evaluation. We
publish all book formats,
distribute to more than

as we move together and promote a healthier lifestyle.

39,000 bookstores in 220
countries. Find our NEW
titles at your local ABC
or www.TEACHServices.
com. Used SDA books at
www.LNFBooks.com.

Attention Hymns Alive
Owners. Upgrade to the
NEW HYMNS ALIVE on 24
CDs. Remastered, better
than ever. Short introduc-
tions, shorter chord to end
stanzas, and more enhance-
ments. $95.00 & $5 S&H.
Every hymn in the SDA
Hymnal, Organ, Piano ac-
companiment music. Reg.
$259.00 & $16 SGH. PAVE
Records 1.800.354.9667.
www.35hymns.com.

AdventistSingles.org free
14-day trial! Join thou-
sands of Adventist singles
online. Free chat, search,
profiles, match notifications!

LET’S MO\IE‘/

Sunday, September 21, ®2014

Whether you host a 5K run/walk, join a community event, or organize other
activities, consider how your team can involve as many people as possible in
physical activity. Invite your community to join your church, school, or hospital

P
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Adventist owners since
1993. Visit www.ElliotDylan.
com for the Undercover
Angels series of novels for
Christian teens that build

on Biblical principles and
reinforce integrity. Great for
Sabbath reading, church and
home schools and gifts!

Lifestyle Management:
Diabetes Reversal, Weight
Control, Stress Reduction,
Overcoming Depression.
Butler Creek Health Educa-
tion Center, Iron City, TN.
October 19-31, 2014. Pre-
vention and recovery from
lifestyle disease amidst the
beauties of God's creation.
Cost: $975. For more infor-
mation, call 931.213.1329, or
visit www.butlercreek.us.

Announcements

Sheyenne River Academy/
Dakota Adventist Acade-
my Alumni Weekend, Oc-
tober 3-4, 2014 at Dakota
Adventist Academy, 15905
Sheyenne Circle, Bismarck,
ND. Come and renew your
friendships! Honor Classes:
‘40, 45, '50, '55, '60, 65, '75,
‘85,90, '95, ‘00, ‘05, “10. For
more information, contact
701.258.9000, ext. 236, or
visit our website at: http://
bit.ly/DAA-AlumWknd14.

Sandia View Academy
Alumni Annual Reunion:
Corrales, N. Mex., October
9-11, 2014. Honor Classes:
1944, 1954, 1964, 1974, 1984,
1989, 1994, 2004. The first
academy 12th grade gradu-
ate, Max Martinez ‘42, will
be in attendance! For more
information, call or e-mail
Jerry Ruybalid '54, Alumni
Association President, at
405.570.3833, or jrsleeperl@
gmail.com.

Obituaries

ANDRIOAIE, Constantin,
born May 22, 1951 in Ro-
mania and died June 30,
2014, in Little Rock, Ark. He
was a member of the Hot
Springs church. Constantin
was born in the North-
Eastern part of Romania,
and after many years of
trying to leave Romania to
come to the United States,
he was able to re-estab-
lished his family in the US
in the summer of 1997. He
and his family arrived in
Hot Springs, Arkansas just
less than one year later,
where he spent the rest

of his life. Above all else,
Constantin valued his fam-
ily and his faith. Everything
he did was for his family
or those he considered
family, and with the love of
God in his heart. Survivors:
wife, Angelica Andrioaie,
of Little Rock; son, Marian
Andrioaie, of Little Rock;
son and daughter-in-

law, Laurentiu and Anca
Andrioaie, of Atlanta, Ga;
son, Lucian Andrioaie,

of Atlanta; two grand-
children; and his mother,
Elena Pintilei Andrioaie.

BATISTE, Julia Odessa,
born January 1, 1939 in
Woodyville, Miss., and died
March 23, 2014 in Ba-

ton Rouge, La. She was

a member of the Berean
church. Survivors: daugh-
ters, Julie Batiste, Stepha-
nie (David Glen) Peck,
Claudia Batiste, Ruth Mc-
Grew, and Jeanette (Roy)
Rachal ; sons, Anthony
Batiste, and Nathaniel
Batiste, Jr.; brother, James
Denman; sisters, Ora Lee
Brown and Jerri Denman;
15 grandchildren; several

great-grandchildren, and
many nieces, nephews,
cousins, and other rela-
tives.

BODINE, Marion Joan
“Jo"” Smith, born March
24, 1938 in Van Buren, Ark.,
and died April 10, 2014

in Garland, Tex. She was

a member of the Grand
Prairie church. She worked
as housewife, beautician
and dietician, retiring from
cosmetology in 2009.
Joan, as she was called,
enjoyed sewing and made
most all of her daugh-

ters and her own clothes.
She even made suits for
her husband, Monte, and
son, Monte Joe, and won
first prize at the county
fair. She was preceded

in death by her husband
Monte by four months, as
well as two older sisters,

today and

Dorothy Stockton, of Okla.,
and Stella Howell, of Ark.
Survivors: brothers, Bill
Smith, of Okla., Willard
Smith, of Okla., James
Smith, of Mo., Gary Smith,
of Okla., and Carl Smith,

of Okla.; sisters, Bernice
Bornstein, of Calif,, Birdie
Stremlow, of Okla., Pam
McFarland, of Okla., and
Debbie Schmidt, of Okla.;
daughters, Vivian Bodine-
Winrow and Lynita Bodine;
and son and daughter-in-
law, Monte Joe and Mary
Glen-Bodine; five grand-
children; and four great-
grandchildren.

HISER, Jean Maxwell,
born April 27, 1939, in
Howe, Tex., and died July
22, 2014 in Marshall, Tex.
She was a member of

the Jefferson Academy
church. Jean married Rob-

for eternity

HopeChannel
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ert “Bob” Hiser in Denison,
Tex. They had two chil-
dren, John and Brenda.
Jean graduated from
Sherman High School in
Sherman, Tex. She and her
family moved to Jefferson
in 1969. She retired from
the law firm of Baldwin

& Baldwin in 2000. She
was active in her church
in many capacities. She
devoted many years to
being church clerk and

to Adventist Community
Services. Jean was pre-
ceded in death by her son,
husband, son-in-law, and
brother. Survivors: daugh-
ter, Brenda Hiser Wilson,
of Jefferson; Ann Miller,
sister, of Sherman, Tex.,
and many nieces, neph-
ews, and friends.

LAMBERT, Kelvin Eu-
gene, born January 4,
1963 in California, and died
June 16, 2014 in Gentry,
Ark. He was a member

of the Gentry church.
Survivors: wife, Donna,

of Siloam Springs, Ark.;
daughter, Samantha Lam-
bert, of Siloam Springs;
son, Matthew Lambert, of
Siloam Springs; mother,
Cathy Lambert, of Gentry;
and a brother and sister-
in-law, Kenny and Karen
Lambert, of Gentry.

MADDEN, Alice Jane
Hines, born May 20,

1935 in West Plains, Mo.,
and died June 6, 2014 in
Thayer, Mo. She was a
long-standing member

of the Mammoth Spring
church. Alice was united in
marriage to Frank A. Mad-
den on July 10, 1948, and
they had six children. She

Southwestern Union Record

and her family were active
in the church before there
was a building built above
just a basement. She was
very active in community
service. She taught a Sab-
bath School class and was
the Sabbath School super-
intendent. She was pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band, Frank Madden and
an infant son. Survivors:
children, Barbara Pow-

ell, Deborah Miller, Frank
Madden, Robert Madden,
and Clifford Madden, all of
Thayer; 10 grandchildren;
nine great-grandchildren;
and a host of other rela-
tives and friends.

ROBESON, Lauralee,
born September 14, 1931 in
Cando, N.D,, and died June
5, 2014 in Gentry, Ark.

She was a member of the
Gentry church. Lauralee
and her husband, Martin,
taught many years in the
Adventist school system

in North Dakota, Arkansas,
California, and Texas. They
also served as teachers in
Zambia, Africa, for eight
years. She will be greatly
missed. Survivors: son and
daughter-in-law, Bruce
and Mardel Robeson, of
Gentry; son and daughter-
in-law, David and Elizabeth
Robeson, of Loma Linda,
Calif.; daughter and son-
in-law, Janet and Gene
Edelbach, of Redlands, Ca-
lif.; sister, Vivian Johnson,
of Fargo, N.D.; and seven
grandchildren.

STUMPF, Christine,
born September 27, 1922,
and died June 5, 2014 in
Bossier City, La. She was
a member of the Hot

Springs church. She was
preceded in death by her
husband, Arthur J. Stumpt,
Jr, and her daughter, Mar-
tha Raye Sitig. Survivors:
son and daughter-in-law,
Jimmy and Norma Evans,
of Bossier City; a daughter
and son-in-law, Virginia
and Jerry Mey, from Ken-
tucky; two sisters, Betty
Parker, of Center, Tex.,

and Yvonne Jackson, of
Shreveport, La.; and many
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

ULLRICH, Teora Brietzke,
born May 12, 1922 in La-
Vernia, Tex., and died July
1, 2014, in Cherokee, Tex.
She was a member of the
Seguin, Tex., church. She
began serving her church
as a literature evangelist
in Houston, Tex,, in the
1940s doing door to door
sales and spending most
Saturday and Monday
nights on the sidewalks of
downtown Houston sell-
ing religious magazines.

She married Frank Ullrich
in 1949 and moved with
him to Arkansas, Louisiana,
Wisconsin, and eventually
the Chicago area—he as an
assistant literature evan-
gelist state director and
she continued to work in
literature evangelism. Later
she worked at the Illinois
ABC and as an admin-
istrative assistant in the
conference'’s estate plan-
ning department where
she was considered very
proficient for more than 20
years. Her husband, Frank,
preceded her in death in
2001. Teora loved working
with children in the vari-
ous churches she attended
and enjoyed supporting
Lake Whitney Ranch Youth
Camp. Survivors: brother
and sister-in-law, Roger
and Janice Fay Brietzke, of
San Antonio, Tex.; uncle
and aunt-in-law, Nowald
and Susie Poenitz, of Ar-
lington, Tex.; four nephews
and two nieces.
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On the Record

BY PAT HUMPHREY )» COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR, SOUTHWESTERN UNION

I FIRST BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH THE CONCEPT OF SABBATH SCHOOL
ACTION UNITS in the mid-g9os when 1 served as editor of Action!, a former Sabbath

School resource magazine that was published by the General Conference. In addition

to providing practical information on how to implement Action Units in a congrega-

tion, each issue featured amazing stories of churches that were growing by leaps and

bounds as a result of adopting the concepts on which Action Units were established.

This unique formula of caring, sharing, nurturing, Bible study, and evangelism literally

energized, mobilized, and revitalized the churches where it was implemented.

So what exactly is an Action Unit? It’s
simply a Sabbath School class transformed
into a warm, caring atmosphere where
the discussion centers on the weekly Bible
lesson in the context of real-life experi-
ences and witnessing opportunities. Time
is allotted during each class for members
to share their exciting stories of how they
reached out to someone during the past
week, enriching and motivating the other
class members to witness, as well.

Action Units are intentionally
small groups—with no more than 6 to 8
people—where each member is given an
opportunity and encouraged to share their
insights on the lesson in addition to their
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witnessing experiences. Each class member
is nurtured and cared for, and whenever a
member is absent, someone from the group
reaches out to them with a phone call, visit,
or a “We missed you!” card.

The social element is key to the suc-
cess of an Action Unit, and often these
groups meet for fellowship outside of
regular class times, providing a great way
for members to bond with one another.
Another key component of this distinctive
Sabbath School format is outreach. Most
Action Unit members are engaged in wit-
nessing and giving Bible studies, and visi-
tors are frequently invited to attend class
and social activities, where they are warmly
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welcomed into the fellowship. Quite often
visitors become regular members of the
class and ultimately, are baptized into the
church. One church division reported

that over 200,000 baptisms had taken

place in that territory as a result of Action
Units. And even more exciting is that they
reported having retained most of those new
members!

If youd like more information on how
Action Units (or whatever name you prefer
to give them) can revitalize your church,
here is a suggested resource (available from
AdventSource): Church Growth Through
Sabbath School Action Units. We are told in
Counsels on Sabbath School Work (p. 115) that
“The Sabbath school, if rightly conducted,
is one of God’s great instrumentalities [or
tools] to bring souls to a knowledge of the
truth.” Action Units can be one of these
tools. Another great “tool” that God can use

is you and me. Let’s get to work, OK?
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How To Get Involved

Pathway to Health is recruiting

volunteers to provide free medical,

vision, and dental services
to thousands of underserved
people April 8-10, 2015 in San
Antonio, Texas. To become part
of this exciting event, go to

BigCityBenevolence.org.




