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the Church,” rather than “Gift of Prophecy” or “Spirit of Prophecy,” un-
less the latter terms referred to courses dealing with the prophetic gift to
the church throughout the ages, in some proportional fashion. In conversa-
tion and in the pulpit, the speaker should say, “Ellen White says — ” or
“We read from Ellen White — "

I believe that the terms I recommend come naturally from a realistic as-
sessment of Ellen White’s work and place. She received messages from God
in the same manner as did the ancient prophets. Presumably God commu-
nicated to her, by the prescribed methods, messages as true and as divine as
those he communicated to the biblical prophets. As a human being at first
quite uneducated, Ellen White wrote out the messages as best she could,
but with no more infallibility than that exhibited by the biblical writers.
She was a person, a minister, no more nor less perfect or infallible than
Elijah or Peter.

We rely on the Holy Spirit to teach us truth from all the sacred writings.
We must have a consuming desire for truth and a willingness to forfeit ev-
ery personal desire in order to find it if we are to read any of the inspired
writings accurately.
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