
Ntakimtimana Says Spectrum  
Smears His Father’s Reputation

Septem ber 26, 1996. T h e p o lice 
acted on accusations m ade by  som e 
m em bers o f  the Tutsi com m unity 
in the U nited States and arrested 
Pastor Ntakimtimana w ithout giving 
him  the opportunity to defend  
him self. Now an in n ocen t person  is 
suffering in jail. I am  sure that those 
w ho m ade u p  those accusations 
are celebrating  n ow  b ecau se  they 
have achieved  their goal. They  
k n o w  v e ry  w e ll th a t  P a s to r  
N takim tim ana, 73 years old, is 
innocent, bu t they w ant him  to die 
in prison so  that their godfather, 
Asiel Kabera, an influential m em ber 
o f  the Rwanda Patriotic Front and 
governor o f the Kibuye region, 
m ay take over his estate b ack  in 
Rwanda. H ow ever, I pray to G od 
that h e prevents those w icked  
persons from  interfering with justice 
so  that my father m ay get a fair trial.

Com ing b ack  to the Spectrum  
article, I w ant to point out tw o 
things: First, I have never discussed 
w ith Pastor L. T. D an iel w hat 
h ap p ened  in M ugonero on April 
16, 1994. T h erefore I have never 
told  him  that I w an ted  to b e  
absolved, as the article reported. I 
have not done anything w rong. I 
do not n eed  to b e  absolved. Second,

I totally agree with you w hen you 
say that all those w ho are re- 

sponsible for the m assacres that 
took place in Rwanda in 1994 should 
b e brought to justice. I also agree 
with you w hen you recom m end 
that every effort has to b e  m ade so 
that w hat happened  in Rwanda 
will never happen again.

H ow ever, I w as sh ocked  to read 
th e  a r t ic le  e n tit le d , “S a b b a th  
Slaughter: SDAs and R w anda,” by  
Alita Byrd (Spectrum , Vol. 25, No. 
4). All the accusations m ade against 
my father, Pastor Elisephan Ntaki- 
m tim ana, and m yself are false.

It is hard to understand how  a 
Christian journalist o f your caliber, 
w h o  is a w a re  o f  th e  n in t h  
com m andm ent (Exodus 20:16), can 
publish such serious accusations 
against som eon e w ithout doing 
anything in order to ch eck  if those 
accusations are true or false. Since 
you had my address in Zam bia and 
the Ivory Coast, you should have 
asked m e to give you my side o f the 
story b efore publishing (D euter- 
onom y 13:14). W hat you did to us 
is just unfair.

Actually, the w ay you handled 
this problem  is sim ilar to w hat the 
police in the State o f Texas did on

Responses to Rwan- 
da, A tlantic Union 
College, a n d  “Pit- 
grim s in the Hills o f  
Carolina ”
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w orkers. It w ould have b e e n  far 
better to have adopted  the practice 
of, “from  everyw here to every- 
w h ere .” This m ight have helped  to 
underm ine the continued entrench- 
m ent o f  tribalism  and provincial- 
ism  in the w orking force. Perhaps 
w e should  have exp en d ed  m uch 
m ore tim e and effort in interiorizing 
w ithin the rank and file o f  the 
m em bership  the bib lical truth that, 
in Christ, all are one.

character-building literature for the 
m em bersh ip . R w anda and Zaire 
are prim e exam p les. In Zaire, for 
exam p le, until very recently , by  
and large the m em bersh ip  had no 
access to Sabbath  sch o o l lesson  
quarterlies, B ib les, or hym nals. 
T h ere w as practically  no literature 
available for a ch u rch  m em ber- 
sh ip  that w as grow ing b y  the tens 
o f  thousands every  year. M uch the 
sam e situation ex isted  in Rwanda. 
W e have sp en t m illions o f  dollars 
in buildings and institutions, bu t 
have not found the funding for 
literature w ith w hich  to nurture a 
grow ing church. In m any parts o f  
Africa, w hat is seen  in print and 
w hat co m es over the airw aves is 
accep ted  as gosp el truth. Africa 
has b e e n  b o m b ard ed  w ith broad - 
casts from  secu lar and atheistic 
sou rces. M illions, hungry for the 
printed page, have ab so rb ed  non- 
Christian, revolutionary  co n cep ts 
from  the abu n d an ce o f  undesir- 
ab le p u blication s put out by  the 
purveyors o f  this p oison . It w as 
B ro th er A ndrew , o f  B ib le-sm u g- 
gling fam e, w h o  m ade the state- 
m ent that m issionaries taught Af- 
rica to read, b u t they left it to the 
com m unists to  provide the litera- 
ture. This situation  in our church  
in Rw anda w ould  leave o n e to 
co n clu d e that m any o f the m em - 
b ers w ere ill-eq u ip p ed  to w ith- 
stand the e th n ic pressures that 
tore the cou ntry  apart.

le t y o u r m ag az in e  b e c o m e  a 
c h a n n e l  fo r  s m e a r in g  o th e r  
p e o p le ’s reputations.

Finally, I invite you— along with 
Rakiya O m aar and his informants—  
to read H ebrew s 10:26 and Exodus 
20: 16 , if  you recognize the authority 
o f  the Bible.

Gerard Ntakirutimana 
Cote d ’Ivoire

exam in e carefully  w h ere , as a 
church, w e m ay have erred  in our 
presentation  o f  the g osp el— how  
w e adm inistered  the chu rch  pro- 
gram ; how  w e m ay have set our- 
selves up for a tragedy such as 
this. May I subm it a num ber o f  
areas that I believ e d eserve our 
careful attention:

I I fear w e w ere too concerned  
with num erical grow th at the 

ex p e n se  o f  d iscipling. W hen  w e 
fail to disciple adequately, w e bring 
into bein g  a church  w h ose con - 
verts m ay b e  vu lnerable to  pres- 
sures such  as those that eventu- 
ated in the Rw anda tragedy o f  
1994. As a church w e may have 
relied upon figures o f num erical 
increase as the evid ence o f true 
growth. Pressure exerted  upon in- 
digenous administrators for numeri- 
cal growth som etim es resulted in 
hastily baptized and under indoc- 
trinated accessions to m em bership. 
Christianity has had to com p ete 
with traditional concepts (tribalism  
is part o f  this), and as long as 
converts do not beco m e new  crea- 
tures in Christ Jesu s, ethnic hatreds 
and resultant cruelty will surface 
under the right conditions.

I perceive one o f our serious 
shortcom ings w as that w e catered 
too  m uch to tribalism  in our selec- 
tion and deploym ent o f church

b ein g  a survivor o f  a m assacre 
d oes not m ake a p erso n  alw ays 
tell the plain truth. R em em ber w hat 
P astor L. T. D aniel and H eraldo 
Seidl said  ab o u t the value o f  som e 
o f  the testim onies com ing  out o f  
Rw anda: “Som e o f  it is true, som e 
is n o t.” “N obod y tells the truth. 
P eo p le  are afraid to. Y ou  can n o t 
p rov e an yth ing  in a co n fu sed  
situation  like th a t.” P lease, do not

A recen t issue o f  Spectrum  con- 
tained a disturbing article en- 

titled “Sabbath Slaughter: SDAs and 
R w anda” ( Spectrum , Vol. 25, No. 
4). I read it w ith m uch interest and 
a grow ing co n cern  that perhaps w e 
have failed to ensu re that this kind 
o f  tragedy does not recur.

I am  w ell acq u ain ted  w ith the 
R w andan situation, having b e e n  
co n n e cte d  w ith that part o f  the 
w orld  for m any years as a m ission- 
ary in Rw anda, Zaire, and the 
A frica -In d ia n  O c e a n  D iv is io n . 
M any o f  the w orkers w ho per- 
ished  in the h o lo cau st w ere form er 
co lleag u es and friends. As trea- 
su rer o f  the A frica-Indian O ce an  
D ivision from  1990 to the en d  o f 
1993, I m ade rep eated  trips to 
Rw anda, b o th  on  a routine basis 
and in resp on se to em erg en cy  
calls for h elp  in  dealing w ith the 
w orsen ing  situation. T h e fact that 
A dventists participated  in the kill- 
ings is particularly  disturbing b e- 
cau se it raises serious qu estions 
that n eed  to b e  addressed— and I 
am  afraid w e are bypassing  the 
issue w h en  w e ad opt a m entality 
of, “T h ere  shou ld  b e  a point w here 
w e just say  w hat is gon e is gone. 
L et’s b eg in  a fresh .” W hat assur- 
an ce  do w e have that, g iven a 
rep eat o f  the circum stances, Chris- 
tians w ill b eh av e  any differently? 

W e n eed  to have the cou rage to

In Africa, Adventists Have 
Catered Too Much to Tribalism
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w ith  him  and  o th e r  R w and an  
chu rch  leaders as late as April 1993 
in Kigali. His is not just another 
nam e— he is a bro th er in Christ 
w ho has a fearfully dark cloud 
hanging over him. W e ow e it to the 
victim s and their surviving family 
m em b ers in R w and a to  co m e 
through w ith a clear m essage and 
stance on  the issue. W e ow e it to 
Elisephan and others o f  his kind 
w ho m ay have b e e n  guilty o f  geno- 
cide to m ake them  aw are o f  our 
horror, revulsion, and sorrow  for 
w hat they did, and to let them  
know  that Jesu s is “able to save to 
the u tterm ost” even  p erceived  kill- 
ers like them .

W hat I have w ritten is in no  w ay 
intended as destructive criticism . I 
realize that m y observations m ay 
b e faulty, but m y heart b leed s for 
the Africa in w hich I grew  up as a 
m issionary’s son, and for the Africa 
in w hich  w e spent m ore than 40 
years in the Lord’s service. T he 
Rwanda and Burundi tragedies are 
my tragedy, my sorrow , my loss.

D on  H. Thom as
Stafford, Arizona

p o rte d  th a t P a s to r  E lis e p h a n  
Ntakirutimana w as living in Laredo, 
Texas, Spectrum  attem pted to con- 
tact him at the natural grocery  store 
operated  by  his relatives. Again, 
w e received  no response.

After the Spectrum  report finally 
a p p e a re d , D r. N ta k iru tim a n a  
responded, w riting from  the Af- 
rica-Indian O ce an  D ivision head- 
quarters. Dr. Ntakirutim ana cites 
several b ib lical texts in his letter, 
and w e certainly agree w ith the 
cou n sel o f  D eu teron om y  13:14, 
w hich  says, “T h en  shalt thou en - 
quire, and m ake search , and ask 
diligently; and, beh o ld , if  it b e  
truth, and the thing certain , that

More than 60  percent o f  the 
baptized  m em bership in the Af- 
rica-Indian O cean  D ivision w as 
under 25 years o f  age. B ecau se o f 
this, our ed ucation  system  was, 
likely, a key factor in setting the 
spiritual tone o f  the church.

U n less I am  m istak en , our 
chu rch  has yet to con d u ct a seri- 
ous inquiry into Adventist involve- 
m ent in the atrocities. W e m ay 
have underplayed the death  toll 
am ong Adventists in Rw anda. I am 
inclined  to agree w ith the article in 
Spectrum  that m any m ore than the 
1 0 ,0 0 0 — p lu s or m in u s— w e re  
killed. A m entality of, Let’s forget 
the past and start anew , is not 
g o o d  en o u g h . D en o m in atio n a l 
em p loyees, in particular, should  
b e  held  acco u n tab le  for their in- 
volvem ent in the carnage. W hat 
have w e d one abou t it? T o  turn a 
blind  eye in this d irection  is to 
ensu re that the evil will persist and 
o ccu r again w hen  cond itions are 
ripe. I am sh o ck ed  that E lisephan 
Ntakirutim ana and his on e son  are 
nam ed as co llaborators w ith the 
killers. I have know n E lisephan 
for m ore than 35 years, having m et

The anguished letters from D on 
H. Thom as, a form er colleague, 

and from a son  o f Pastor Elisephan 
Ntakirutimana rem ind us just how  
tragic the events in Rwanda have 
been . W e can only try to appreciate 
Dr. Gerard Ntakirutim ana’s agony.

W e do w ish to respond to Dr. 
Ntakirutim ana’s letter. O n  Novem - 
b er 2 8 ,1 9 9 5 , Spectrum sent a fax to 
the Africa-Indian O cean  D ivision 
headquarters in Abidjan, on the 
Ivory Coast, asking for inform ation 
re g ard in g  D r. N ta k iru tim a n a ’s 
w hereabouts. W e received  no re- 
sponse, and delayed publication o f 
our report.

After the Washington Times re

3 O ur educational system  w as 
too  d epend ent u pon  state aid 

and approval. W hen w e accep t state 
finance and recognition, w e find 
ourselves having to b o w  to the 
state’s dem ands in a num ber o f 
areas, perhaps the m ost notable 
being  quasi-control over w hich stu- 
dents w e can  accep t and the cur- 
riculum w e offer. History bears wit- 
ness that students have played not a 
little part in fom enting unrest and 
violence in our educational institu- 
tions. At the university college lo- 
cated at M udende, w here hundreds 
o f peop le lost their lives, students 
acted as informers u pon fellow  stu- 
dents and staff. Students rioted and 
even threw  hand grenades. Did the 
curriculum w e offered cater m ore to 
head know ledge than to a know l- 
edge based  upon eternal truths? 
W ere our attempts to balance the 
budget by  opening the doors to 
non-committed students really worth 
it in the long haul?

I w as present u p on  a num ber o f 
occasions w hen  the university 

board  grappled  w ith the crises 
brought about by  student and local 
com m unity intervention in the af- 
fairs o f  the institution. T here w as 
the o ccasion  w h en  three Tutsi stu- 
dents w ere abducted  and killed. 
Although the university pressed  
the governm ent for a thorough 
inquiry, it w as obliged  to settle for 
an untruthful, unsatisfactory report 
as to  w hat b ecam e o f  these three 
students. I personally  helped  the 
w idow  o f  o n e o f them  as she 
struggled to co p e  financially, fol- 
low ing her husband ’s disappear- 
ance. W hat disturbed m e in par- 
ticular was the seem ing  u ncon cern  
o f  som e o f our Rw andese board  
m em bers (adm inistrators b o th  on 
the u nion  and local field level) 
about the killings. I rem onstrated 
w ith them  right there o n  the board. 
T h e im pression w as clear— the vie- 
tims w ere Tutsi, so  w hat else could 
on e expect?

Editors’ Response: We Delayed 
Publication, Awaiting a Response
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Northeastern 
Conference Is 
Paying “Debts”

I
'

(Spectrum, Vol. 25, No. 4 ) som e 
observ ations abou t N ortheastern 
C o n feren ce that shou ld  b e  clari- 
fied.

T h e article states that the North- 
eastern C on feren ce “refused to join 
oth er local co n fere n ce s  in lending 
m oney to the co lle g e .” In fact, 
only  o n e  o f  the six  co n feren ces in 
the A tlantic U nion  C o n feren ce  
loaned  m oney  to the co lleg e . That 
loan  w as draw n from  that con - 
fe re n ce ’s revolving fund. T h ree 
o th e r  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  in c lu d in g  
N ortheastern, ex p ressed  a clear 
w illingness to do the sam e, but 
had no  sign ificant revolving fund 
acco u n t to  draw  on. Tw o other 
co n fere n ce s  w h o  did have revolv- 
ing fund accou n ts ch o se  not to 
lend m on ey  to the co llege . To 
single out N ortheastern on  this 
point seem s to m e to b e  both  
m isleading and unfair.

Second , you state that North- 
eastern  “is already $5.1 m illion in 
arrears in tithe paym ents to the 
union, according to the official re- 
port o f the G eneral C onference 
serv ice .” T h e report to w hich  you 
refer is dated D ecem b er 31, 1995. 
At the time o f  that GC report, the 
statem ent w as accurate. H ow ever, 
since that tim e— and m any m onths 
b efo re  your August publication 
date— N ortheastern b egan  an ag- 
gressive paym ent plan to bring its 
account u p to date. At this writing 
(August 28, 1996), N ortheastern 
C onference has redu ced  that ac- 
count to approxim ately $1.4 mil- 
lion. And I m ust stress that non e o f 
that rem aining am ount is ow ed  to 
the Atlantic U nion. T h e rem aining 
funds, w ith a sched uled  plan for

organizations, Spectrum  printed its 
account o f  a tragic and im portant 
event in Adventism— a story w idely 
reported in the m ainstream  m edia. 
W e regret that the International 
Tribunal has beco m e so  convinced  
o f the evid ence that it has indicted 
Pastor Elisephan Ntakirutimana for 
crim es against humanity.

— The Editors

su ch  a b o m in a tio n  is w ro u g h t 
am ong y o u .” W e also n ote  the 
im m ediately follow ing verse: “Thou 
shalt surely  sm ite the inhabitants 
o f  that city w ith the ed ge o f  the 
sw ord, d estroying it utterly, and 
all that is therein , and the cattle 
thereof, w ith the edge o f  the sw ord” 
(v erse 15).

After finding additional infor- 
m ation from  reputable hum an rights

The New York Conference Did 
Not Loan Money to AUC

trustors, practically all o f  w hich are 
invested in the revolving fund, avail- 
able to an organization w hich, ac- 
cording to the audit presented at 
the co llege constituency session , is 
“not a going co n cern .” It is not that 
the New Y ork C onference does not 
believe in Atlantic Union C ollege, 
or is trying to b e  obstinate; it is, 
simply, that w e are trying to b e  
faithful stew ards o f the funds that 
trustors and other New Y ork  inves- 
tors have entrusted to our care. W e 
value the confid ence they have 
placed in us. W e do not intend to 
violate that trust.

Since m any o f your readers are 
from the region serviced by the 
Atlantic Union, it may b e valuable 
to them  to have the correct infor- 
m ation— to wit, that the union of- 
ficers have assured us that no New 
Y ork C onference m onies w ere in- 
eluded in the loan from the revolv- 
ing fund to Atlantic U nion C ollege.

Richard H. C oston 
Secretary, New Y ork C onference 

Syracuse, New Y ork

Direct all editorial 
co rresp o n d en ce  to 
Spectrum, P.O. Box  
5330 , TakomaPark, 
MD 2 0 9 1 3  (U S.A.).

I read w ith interest your account 
o f  the events that have b ee n  

transpiring in the Atlantic Union 
w ith the co llege (Spectrum, Vol. 
25, No. 4). It is, by  and large, an 
accurate description o f the matter. 
T h e on e d iscrepancy that caught 
m y attention w as the report that the 
“college officers secured  $2 m illion 
from  the N ew  Y ork  and Southern 
N ew  England co n feren ce revolv- 
ing funds to m eet the sch o o l’s 
payroll and finance general opera- 
tion s.”

I cannot sp eak  for the Southern 
N ew  England C onference, but I 
can  tell you that such  w as not the 
case in N ew  York. T h e New  Y ork 
C onference Executive Com m ittee, 
follow ing the advice o f  counsel, 
voted  an action to decline the 
co lle g e ’s request to use New  Y ork  
revolving fund m onies for the pur- 
p ose o f  the loan. O ur attorney 
exp lained  that the New  Y ork  “pru- 
dent investor” law, en forced  b y  the 
state u pon all trustees, w ould not 
allow  us to m ake the funds o f  our
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B ut w e m ust b e  very  careful not 
to d egrade C reationism  b y  m ain- 
taining an u n ten ab le  co n cep t o f  it. 
E vid ence that life has b e e n  p resen t 
on  this p lanet far lon g er than 6 ,0 0 0  
year has b e co m e  so  abundant, so  
diverse, and so  reliab le, that I 
cannot with integrity ignore, evade, 
or discredit it. I b e liev e  this evi- 
d en ce to b e  far m ore reliable than 
w as the primitive astronom ical data 
available to  G alileo  w h en  he w as 
proclaim ing  the h eretica l n otion  
that the sun, n o t the earth , is the 
cen ter o f  the so lar system . W e 
m ust n o t em ulate the Christian 
leaders o f  G a lile o ’s day w h o re- 
fused  to look  through his te le- 
sco p e  at the craters o f  the m oon  or 
the satellites o f Ju p iter. I w on d er if 
w e do not m ake as great a m istake 
in setting  a tim e for the creation  o f  
life on this earth  as did ou r spiri- 
tual forebears in setting  a tim e for 
the S eco n d  Com ing.

E viden cefora Long Chronology: 
Bristlecone Pine Tree Ring Chro- 
nology an d  C-14 Dating. ׳Hie con- 
tinuous 7 ,700  year tree ring chro- 
nology w ould appear to rule out a 
w orldw ide flood since the 5th mil- 
lennium  B.C. R adiocarbon dates 
closely  follow  the tree ring dates, 
ex cep t that they gradually shorten 
by a few  hundred years w hen  dat- 
ing m aterial several thousand years 
old. This correction  is in the w rong 
d irection to support the co n cep t 
that radiocarbon w as m issing or at 
very low  concentrations befo re  the 
Flood. B io logical specim ens, such 
as peat, show  radiocarbon dates 
throughout the 30 ,000  year range 
limit o f  this dating m ethod, and no 
d etectable C -14 is p resent in coal 
and petroleum .

Fossil Forest ofYellowstone. More 
than 40 layers o f  petrified stum ps 
are displayed in a ravine appar- 
ently  produced b y  glaciation or 
erosion. I visited this site in 1985 
w hile on a g eolog ical field trip 
sp onsored  by  the A ssociation o f 
Adventist Forum s. As I rem em ber

en ce “is already $5.1 m illion in 
arrears” is significantly out o f date.

I hope this inform ation helps to 
clarify your story.

Leon D. Thom assian, Treasurer 
Atlantic U nion C onference

August 1996. A recruitm ent pro- 
gram under the guidance o f  interim 
president Clifford Sorenson, re- 
suited in the enrollm ent o f 447  
students (financial full-time equiva- 
lents) in the fall o f 1996. A stringent 
operating budget that included the 
reduction o f 55 em ployees, m eant 
that an enrollm ent above 350 per- 
m itted the faculty and staff to b e  
reim bursed for the 17 percent pay 
cut that they had taken  during the 
sum m er. By reducing its annual 
operating  subsidy to the co llege 
by  $1 .2  m illion per year for the 
n ext 15 years, the A tlantic U nion 
assu m ed  th e m a jo rity  o f  th e  
co lle g e ’s $8 .7  m illion outstanding 
debt, leaving the cam pus nearly 
debt free. All these developm ents 
m ust have encouraged  a new  presi- 
dent w hen he assum ed his respon- 
sibilities Septem ber 30, 1996: Syl- 
v an  L a sh le y , E d .D , fo rm e r ly  
president o f  C aribbean Union Col- 
lege in Trinidad and o f W est Indies 
C ollege in Jam aica.

— The Editors

In response to the article, “Pil- 
grims in the Hills o f C arolina,” by 

Randy Neall {Spectrum, Vol. 25, 
No. 5), faith in G od as C reator is 
one o f the m ost fundam ental b e- 
liefs in all Christianity. W ithout G od 
as C reator the entire b iblical record 
is w ithout foundation.

repaym ent, are ow ed  directly to 
the North A m erican D ivision, and 
will sim ply b e  passed  through the 
Atlantic U nion C onference accord- 
ing to regular policy. Thus, the 
present-tense statem ent in an Au- 
gust publication that the confer-

Richard C oston exp resses the 
view  that, e x cep t for one item, 

Spectrum's report w as generally  
accurate. Many others have also 
com m unicated  to the editors their 
appreciation for w hat they describe 
as a su ccinct accou n t o f  a com p lex  
and critical period  in the history o f 
Atlantic U nion C ollege. W e appre- 
ciate Pastor C oston ’s correction—  
that the N ew  Y ork  C onference did 
n ot advance the co llege m oney 
from  its ow n funds. W e also appre- 
ciate Pastor T h om assian ’s letter. 
W hile acknow ledging that w e ac- 
curately reported inform ation from  
the written, public docum ents avail- 
able to us, he provides helpful 
additional inform ation concern ing  
the N ortheastern C onference.

R ecent new s from  Atlantic Union 
C ollege m ust ch eer its alumni. Ac- 
cording to a report by  Mark Hyder, 
the v ice president for finance, to a 
January 26 co llege constituency 
m eeting, the Atlantic U nion and 
the Atlantic U nion Revolving Fund 
provided $3 m illion for the co llege 
to operate from  M arch through

Other Pilgrims Searching for 
the Creator

Editors’ Response: Latest Infor- 
mation on AUC Is Encouraging
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know  it and applied  the term  to the 
countries ad jacent to  Egypt.

M atthew  2 4 :1 4 4 records how ־ , 
w hen  Jesu s w as asked  by  the dis- 
cip les w h en  the d estruction  o f  
Jeru salem  and the en d  o f the w orld 
w ould occur, he did not clarify that 
these w ere sep arate events, but 
m ingled in his reply descriptions o f 
both  events.

Perhaps the accounts o f  ere- 
ation and the flood in G enesis may 
b e a sim ilar m ingling o f  a short־ 
term  creation  o f  the G arden o f 
Eden and a long-term  creation o f 
the universe. Could the creation 
story d escribe a literal, six-day 
m iracle in a lim ited geographic 
area? Then, w hen Adam and Eve 
w ere evicted  from  the garden, they 
w ould live “by the sw eat o f their 
b ro w ” in land long dom inated by  
the p resen ce o f  Satan, w here m any 
o f  the anim als lived by  predation. 
This hypothesis w ould solve m any 
geo log ic problem s and preserve 
the literal origin o f  the Sabbath.

Ralph Adams 
Salem , O regon

Haw aiian Islands are on the big 
island at the extrem e southeast end  
o f the chain. The other islands are 
considered  to have b ee n  previ- 
ously form ed by the sam e volcanic 
center, as the continental sh elf 
drifted by. Most o f  these islands 
have eroded back  into the sea, 
leaving a chain  o f  m ore than 1,000 
m iles o f seam ounts.

The G rand Canyon . T h e pro- 
gression o f fossils from primitive to 
m am m al as sam ples are taken from 
the bottom  to the top o f the form a- 
tions has b ee n  explained  by the 
ecological zonation hypothesis. But 
could not large reptiles b e  m ore 
m obile to avoid the G enesis flood 
than small rodents? Can w e invoke 
the G enesis flood to explain  both 
the form ation o f  the sedim ents and 
then the form ation o f  the canyon 
by erosion?

A Possible Explanation. G enesis 
41:57 reads, “Moreover, all the world 
cam e to Jo se p h  in Egypt to buy 
grain, b ecau se the fam ine becam e 
severe throughout the w orld .” T he 
author o f G enesis, o f course, had 
no con cep t o f the “w orld” as w e

them , the layers are perhaps 20 or 
30  feet thick. M any o f  the stum ps 
are several feet in diam eter. Nearly 
all o f  them  are upright and in an 
a p p a re n t p o s it io n  o f  o rig in a l 
growth. O n e o f  them  has roots 
em bracing  a huge stone. T o  m e, 
the usual exp lanation  o f  sequential 
volcan ic activity burying the for- 
ests appears m uch m ore logical 
than the rafting hypothesis designed 
to shorten the tim e span o f  these 
form ations. H ow  could  a raft o f 
trees float in over a tall forest with- 
out toppling it? And then repeat the 
process m ore than 40 tim es in a 
b rie f tim e span?

Continental Drift. The w est coast 
o f  Africa and the east coast o f  South 
A m erica, w ith their co ntinental 
shelves, w ould fit together like 
p ieces o f  a jigsaw  puzzle. T he 
continents are now  separating at 
the rate o f  approxim ately a centi- 
m eter p er year. Sim ilar fossil for- 
m ations at correspond ing areas o f 
b o th  continents dem onstrate the 
p resen ce o f  life w hen  the conti- 
nents w ere contiguous.

T h e only active volcanos in the
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