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I think it could be successfully argued that no other Adventist
religion professor has been better known both within and without 
his denomination than Siegfried H. Horn: 'A Voice from the Dust 

Heaps״ (compare the title of his early booklet, Light from the Dust Heaps.1) And 
because the primary motivation in his scholarship was that it might be benefi- 
cial to his church, I think it is instructive, as an example, to consider again his 
life’s work.

Thanks to the generosity and kindness of his widow, Elizabeth, I have had 
the privilege this last year of reading in Dr. Horn’s meticulously kept diaries 
dating from 1924 through 1993—a treasure trove of information and insights 
covering three score and ten years of denominational and personal history.



EARLY LIFE
iegfried Herbert Horn was born in Wurzen, 
Germany, on March 17, 1908, to the union of 
an Adventist Bible worker with one of the world’s 

first aviators—with whom Siegfried first flew in 1912, 
only eight years after the Wright brothers at Kitty 
Hawk. He died in St. Helena, California, where he is 
buried, on November 28, 1993. fie received his under- 
graduate education at Friedensau Seminary in Germany 
from 1926 to 1928, and at Stanborough College in 
England from 1929 to 1930. Horn’s early diaries, 
written in German until 1953, contain some fascinating 
accounts. For instance, in 1929 he and a friend found a 
deer dying in the forest so they dragged it to 
Friedensau, slaughtered it, and ate it during the follow- 
ing days. I was surprised at the number of women he 
fell in love with before his marriage and the frankness 
with which he characterized those relationships. Horn 
was made of flesh and blood and had emotions after all. 
He was offered a job as an electrician at Granose Food 
factory in England when he finished college, as well as 
the job of home missionary secretary of the Northern 
European Division. In addition, the General Conference 
tried to get him to accept the principal’s job at 
Marienhohe Missionary Seminary after the war.

For instance, I found Horn’s lists fascinating. 
Here are a few of them: a listing of the times he read 
through the Bible in both Hebrew and Greek, a list of 
people he baptized through the years, lists of eclipses 
observed, exams taken, extension schools at which he 
taught, eye glasses purchased, fires experienced, foreign 
trips taken, General Conference sessions attended, 
locations he colporteured, his cholesterol record through 
the years, circuses visited, driver’s licenses obtained, and 
earthquakes experienced. In one sense, perhaps it could 
be said that I have put my archaeological skills to work 
in that different dust heap. Actually, like the man who 
tried to build a house before he counted the cost, I bit 
off more than I could chew. There was no way, in the 
time available to me as a busy administrator, that I could 
read carefully through the thousands of pages covering 
seventy years in thirty-five volumes, in their entirety, or 
even look up all the things that seemed of interest in his 
comprehensive five-volume index. I take full responsi- 
bility for the subjective choice of passages I share and 
the interpretations I give of my discoveries, though I 
try to be balanced, representative, and fair. Even so, I 
have to say this represents a first draft attempt that 
neither does justice to the man, nor to the documenta- 
tion that he has left. This is a project I plan to complete 
in my retirement. In the meantime, I hope what I do 
share will be an inspiration to you, as it has been to me: 
hearing Siegfried’s voice from the past on issues of 
scholarship and service with which we, as servants of 
the church, continue to deal.
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y o u n g  new  p a s to r  d u r in g  his f irs t w eek w e a rin g  b row n  
shoes ra th e r  th an  black— th e  on ly  acceptab le  foo tw ear 
for an A d v en tis t m an  o f  th e  cloth! T h e  conference 
p re s id e n t had to  m ove him  im m ediate ly  to  a n o th e r  new  
d is tric t. By H o rn ’s ow n account, 1939 w as th e  f irs t 
“black y ea r” o f  his life: “O u r baby boy died at b irth , 
W orld  W a r II b roke o u t and  o u r fu rlo u g h  w as p o s t-  
poned ,” re su ltin g  in his im p riso n m en t fo r th e  re m a in d e r 
o f the  w ar.־ D u r in g  his in te rn m e n t, and  indeed his 
w hole life, it can be said o f  h im  as it w as o f  E d w ard  
R obinson , “H e used freely  w h a tev er lay open to  be freely 
used. B u t he took  th e  le a rn in g  o f  o th e rs , w h e th e r  dead 
o r  living, n o t for a Jacob’s p illow  to  sleep  on, b u t fo r a 
Jacob’s lad d e r to  clim b by.”3

HIGHER EDUCATION
pon g a in in g  his freedom  a t th e  conclusion  o f 
W orld  W ar II, H o rn  im m ig ra ted  to  th e  U n ited  
S ta tes  w ith  the  help  o f  th e  G e n e ra l C onference 

and qu ick ly  com pleted  his fo rm al education . H e fin ished 
a B.A. a t W alla  W alla  C o llege from  1946 to  1947, and  
an M .A . from  th e  SDA T h eo lo g ica l Sem inary, a t th a t 
tim e in W ash in g to n , D C , from  1947 to  1948. (As a boy, I 
f irs t becam e acquain ted  w ith  h im  because w e lived in the  
sam e sem in a ry  a p a r tm e n t build ing). H is M .A . thesis  w as 
en titled , “T h e  T o p o g rap h ica l H is to ry  o f  P a lestine  
A cco rd in g  to  the  E g y p tia n  A siatic  L is ts  and  O th e r

W ORLD WAR II 
INTERNMENT

o r n ’s active p ro fessional life w as div ided in to  
tw o  unequal p a r ts  by six  and  a h a lf  years 
(1940-1946) o f in te rn m e n t as a G erm an  

p riso n e r o f  war, f irs t  by  th e  D u tch  in Indonesia  and  
th e n  by th e  E n g lish  in India. T h a t  p e riod  o f  his life w as 
fasc ina ting ly  re to ld  by h im se lf  in Promise Deferred, 
pub lished  by R eview  and  H era ld  in 1987, and  by Joyce 
R ochat in Survivor, pub lished  by A n d rew s U n iv e rs ity  
P re ss  in 1986. T h e  p rov idences from  th is period  o f  his 
life n ever failed to  g ive H o rn  a sense o f  pu rpose. H e felt 
he had  been p re se rv ed  for a pu rpose . O n ly  one o f  the  
h ig h lig h ts  o f  th is  p e riod  w as H o rn ’s ow n  h a n d -w ritte n  
tra n s la tio n  o f  th e  e n tire  Bible from  th e  o rig in a l lan - 
guages.

MINISTER/MISSIONARY
efore th is  defin ing  ev en t o f  his life, from  
1930 to  1940, H o rn  served  as a m in is te r  in 
th e  N e th e rla n d s  and  a m iss io n ary  te a c h e r /  

a d m in is tra to r  in th e  D u tc h  E a s t Indies. H is f irs t c o n g re -  
g a tio n  in  th e  N e th e rla n d s  w ould  n o t accep t h im  to 
p reach  even his f irs t se rm o n  because th e y  spied th e ir
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seum at Andrews University that now bears his name 
and the next academic year, 1970 to 1971, served as 
director of the American Center of Oriental Research in 
Amman, renting its first quarters. He continues to be

s an archaeologist, Horn is 
known particularly for the 

.influential dig he initiated and 
directed at Tell Hesban (biblical 
Heshbon) in Jordan during its first three 
seasons, 1968, 1971, and 1973. After 
that, he continued on as senior advisor 
and object registrar in 1974 and 1976.
Before this, he gained his first field 
experience under G. Ernest Wright as a 
core staff member of the Tell Balatah 
(biblical Shechem) dig on Jordan’s West 
Bank during 1960, 1962, and 1964.
When the Madaba Plains Project started in 1984, he 
visited it in the field, in Jordan, and continued that 
personal demonstration of his interest until the time of 
his death. He founded in 1970 the archaeological mu

Sources.” He completed a Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago, from 1948 to 
1951, with a thesis “The Relation 
Between Egypt and Asia During the 
Egyptian Middle Kingdom.” Although 
he was offered teaching positions at 
several Adventist colleges in the United 
States, Horn chose to accept the call 
from the SDA Theological Seminary, 
where he taught from 1951 to 1976, 
first in Washington, DC, and then in 
Michigan when it moved to Andrews 
University, from which he retired as 
Professor Emeritus of Archaeology and 
History of Antiquity.

In summarizing his second 
quarter-century of life, Horn wrote: 
“This is a brief outline hitting only the 
high points, and does not mention 
illnesses and operations of Jeanne and 
myself, the writing of hundreds of 
articles for periodicals, the building up 
of my well-stacked archaeological 
library, the making of hundreds of trips 
of minor importance, the teaching of 
years, the preaching, baptizing of souls, 
etc.—It was a quarter of a century 
through which God has marvelously led 
me, although it had its extremely dark 
but useful years.”4

ARCHAEOLOGIST



H o rn  som etim es p a rtic ip a ted  in 
q uestionab le  v e n tu re s  ju s t  so he could 
speak a u th o rita tiv e ly  to  his com m u- 
n ity  ab o u t top ics o f  p e ren n ia l in te re s t. 
F o r th a t reason , for in stance, he 
accom panied  G eo rg e  V andem an  on 
his tr ip  to  M t. A ra ra t  in 1960 to  look 
for N o a h ’s A rk ,5 and  w e n t w ith  R on 
S pear to  K ansas in 1982 to  m ee t w ith  
a g ro u p  th a t claim ed to  have d iscov- 
e red  th e  A rk  o f  th e  C o v en an t.6 H is 
conclusion: “I am  su re  th a t  th e  search  
for th e  tw o  A rks (o f N oah  and  o f  the  
C ovenan t) w ill go  on indefin ite ly  as 
lo n g  as th is  w orld  w ill e x is t.”7 H o rn  
had  a knack  for s e p a ra tin g  sound  field 
re su lts  and  good  sch o la rsh ip  from  
w h a t w as ep h em era l and t ra n s ito ry  
and  m ade it h is business to  educate  
th e  ch u rch  on th ese  m a tte rs , b o th  as 
to  p rocess and  resu lts .

A t th e  conclusion  o f  H o rn ’s 60th 
year he w ro te , “G od  has been  good  to  
us. T o  him  be th e  thanks. H e has 
b lessed and p ro tec ted .— M y  only  
r e g re t  is th a t I g e t old. T h e  la s t 10 
years have taken  us in to  th e  Jet-, 
C om pu te r-, and  Space A ge and  life is 
becom ing  so in te re s tin g  th a t  it is a 
sham e th a t w e are  now  ru n n in g  
dow nhill and  in th e  foreseeable fu tu re  
m ay com e to  a stop. I t  is v e ry  ques- 
tionab le  th a t 10 years  from  now  I can 
w rite  such a full and  in te re s tin g  
re p o r t  as I could  today. Yet I e n te r  th e  
n e x t decade o f  m y  life w ith  a good  
sp irit and  o p tim ism .”8 N eed less to  say, 
H o rn  w as to  live p ro d u c tiv e ly  for 
a n o th e r  q u a rte r-c en tu ry .

PROFESSOR
s a professor, H o rn  estab lished  
re p u ta tio n  for g iv in g  s tu d e n ts  

th e ir  m o n ey ’s w o rth . H e w as a 
m a s te r  o f  th e  m a te ria l he p resen ted . 

A nd  it w as alw ays c u r re n t  th an k s  to  his ow n  p erso n a l 
lib rary , now  a t th e  H o rn  A rchaeo log ical M useum , w hose 
th o u san d s  o f  archaeo log ical volum es o u tsh o n e  m ost 
co llege lib ra rie s  in th a t topic. H e stayed  on  to p  o f

know n  in N e a r E a s te rn  a rchaeo log ical c ircles m o s t o f 
all for th e  p ro m p t pub lication  o f  his finds.

In te re s te d  in every  aspect o f  th e  re la tio n sh ip  
be tw een  a rch aeo lo g y  and th e  Bible, w hile  jud icious,



Top: Horn at work, Heshbon, 1976.
Botton: Horn (excavation d rector) in conference with Roge׳ 
Boraas (chief archaeologist Heshbon, 1973.
Photos: courtesy of the Horn Archaeological Museum

with Abraham. For •earlier oeriods we have no chrono- 
logical data in the Bible, except genealogies which are 
useless for dating purposes as Saint Paul already :״ecog- 
nized in his day, for which reason he exhorted his young 
fellow workers Timothy and Titus to shun discussions 
on endless genealogies’ wrdch he classifies with myths, 
stupid controversies and dissensions (1 Tim 1:4; Tit 3:9).

“Bishop Ussher s cate for the age of the earth— 
4004 BC as Creation date—based on genealogical

discoveries through his associations in and journals from 
the Palestine Exploration Fund, Palestine Oriental 
Society, German Palestine Society, American Oriental 
Society, American Schools of Oriental Research, Society 
of Biblical Literature, and the Chicago Society of 
Biblical Research, the nation’s oldest biblical society and 
the one for which he served a turn as president. He 
began the doctoral program at Andrews University. Not 
content with the classroom, in addition to his digs, he 
led renowned study tours to the Middle East, several in 
which I had the privilege of participating. He was 
always the first off the bus and the first up the moun- 
tain. He knew how to put his commanding knowledge 
of detail “into the coin of the realm.”

What were Horn’s views on some of the issues 
that his students faced? Take the age of the earth, for 
instance. In 1966, he attended a Bible teachers’ confer- 
ence at the seminary and reported, “They discussed 
Science and Revelation and Bob Olson, the chairman, 
took votes on how many believed that the earth was 
6,000 years old and how many felt uncomfortable in 
hearing doubts expressed in this age of the earth. How 
ridiculous people can get!”9 A couple of years later,
Horn referred to an Adventist Review article by GC 
President Robert Pierson: “He reports on his participa- 
tion in the Geoscience Institute Field Conference, . . . 
and defends the 6,000 year age of the earth because E.
G. White over a period of 40 years had said so some 18 
times. This is an argument adopted from Arthur White 
who always uses it. It is regretable that a man like 
Pierson comes out with such a statement on a controver- 
sial point. It could easily be the beginning of a 
witchhunt, as the pope’s decision on birth control is now 
in the Catholic church. I would not be surprised if they 
would require us either to teach the 6,000 year age of 
the world in the future, or get out. It can happen under 
the administration of ill-trained and narrow-minded 
men, as we have a few in high places. Well in my age, 
one is no longer easily threatened, for even retirement is 
so near, that this could be an easy way out in case the 
situation would become untenable.”10

In 1975, Horn addressed this issue in his diary 
at some length under the heading, “The 6,000 year age 
of the Earth craze.”11 Note his public teaching method 
when he wrote: “During 25 years of Seminary teaching 
on five continents I have never allowed myself to be 
pinned down with regard to the age of the earth. Many 
times students have tried by various means to push me 
into a corner and attempted to bring me to the point 
where I would commit myself to date the Creation of 
the Earth or the Flood. My biblical chronology begins



“I g o t a le t te r  from  
K enneth  V in e12 in v itin g  m e 
to  p a rtic ip a te  in a sym po- 
sium  on ‘th e  p rob lem  o f  the  
age o f  the  e a r th  and  d a tin g .’ 
. . .  In  th e  m ean tim e  L a rry  
G e ra ty  had  read  a p ap er on  
p rac tica lly  th e  sam e sub ject 
in W a sh in g to n  in a m e e tin g  
o f  th e  A d v e n tis t F o ru m  and  
co n sen ted  to  have th a t paper 
pub lished  in th e  F o ru m ’s 
m agazine ‘S p ec tru m .’ . . .  I 
ag ree  w ith  th is  a rtic le  100%, 
a lth o u g h  I to ld  L a r ry  th a t I 
q u estio n ed  th e  w isdom  o f 
h av in g  it pub lished , espe- 
d a lly  fo r h im  as a y o u n g  
m an  w ho has to  build  up a 
re p u ta tio n . . .

“R e tu rn in g  from  C ali- 
fo rn ia  I found on m y  desk  a 
copy o f  a le t te r  w r itte n  by 
W  H a c k e tt13 to  L a rry  
G e ra ty  in  w hich  he casti- 
ga tes L a rry  in th e  fo llow ing  
w ords: ‘I w as a little  su r-  
p rised , . . . th a t  as a teach e r 
in  o u r S em in ary  you w ould  
deal w ith  th is  sensitive  and 
c o n tro v e rs ia l issue th ro u g h  
Spectrum. I am  su re  you are 
aw are  o f  th e  fact th a t  the  
co n stitu e n c y  o f  th is  chu rch  
w ishes its  S em in ary  to  be a 
theo log ica lly  Bible and 
S p irit-o f-P ro p h ecy  o rien ted  
te ach in g  in s titu tio n , and  
th a t r ig h tly  o r  w ro n g ly  the  
p re se n ta tio n  o f  ch ro n o lo g y  
in th e  fram ew o rk  o f  y o u r 
a rtic le  p u ts  one in th e  

c a te g o ry  o f  one w ho  q u estio n s ce rta in  S p irit o f  P ro p h - 
ecy s ta te m e n ts  on  th e  sub jec t you have d ea lt w ith . . . .  A t 
th is  p o in t in tim e m y  co n cern  is n o t to  co n ten d  for one 
p o sitio n  o r th e  o ther, b u t it is m y co n ce rn  th a t for the  
S em inary  to  c a r ry  th is  p a r tic u la r  flag  w ould  com prom ise  
o u r effectiveness and  re p u ta tio n  w ith  a v e ry  conserva tive  
chu rch  m em bersh ip . . . .  I th ink , B ro th e r  G eraty , th a t  you 
recogn ize  th a t th e  forces o f  evil a re  w o rk in g  from  
w ith o u t to  b r in g  g re a t  p rob lem s to  th e  w o rk  o f  G od

figu res o f  th e  H eb rew  Bible, is o f  no  value w hatsoever, 
and  it  is ev id en t th a t  E llen  W h ite  w as influenced by 
U ssh e r’s dates w hich  in h e r lifetim e w ere  still p rin ted  in 
th e  m a rg in s  o f th e  E n g lish  Bibles. . . .

“I f  ev ery  one o f  h e r ch rono log ica l s ta te m e n ts  
w ould  have to  be accepted  as d iv inely  insp ired  gospel 
t ru th  w e w ould  indeed be in deep  troub le , because she 
som etim es m akes g ro ss  ch rono log ica l e r ro rs  and  c o n tra -  
d iets herself, [d io rn  gave several exam ples.^ . . .



come one of these days.”16
None was more surprised than Horn when the 

church tapped him for seminary dean in January of 
1973. In his diary, he wrote: “I cannot see what they see 
in me. I am not a great speaker, I am not very pious, but 
rather liberal by all standards (for example I am not a 
vegetarian), I do not have the charisma which Murdoch 
had, and do not like administrative duties. I am a scholar 
and think I could get the doctoral program through. . . . 
Well, perhaps I should help them out, although I think

through His church. We have so 
many challenges and problems at 
the present time that we hardly 
need any divisive elements working 
from within. Let’s voice these 
problems that are real and of 
concern to us in a group that is 
prepared to look at the issues from a 
scholarly as well as a pragmatic 
point of view.’

“In talking to Grady Smoot 
and Dick Hammill14 about Larry’s 
article and Hackett’s letter, these 
two men were first inclined to 
condemn Larry. Grady said, ‘There 
is nothing new in it.’ I said, ‘That’s 
it! There is nothing new in it—it’s 
Biblical and if we are a people of 
the Book, as we always claim to be, 
we should not condemn Larry for 
presenting a defensible Biblical 
view, although I question whether it 
was wise for him to have it pub- 
lished.’ They concurred with me. -  
Larry has in the meantime replied 
to Hackett’s letter and told him that 
he too is out to build up the church 
and that he has confidence in the 
writings of Ellen White, but also 
feels that the church is mature 
enough to face problems which 
exist and which do not disappear by 
being ignored.”

On the specific issue of the 
role of Ellen White in scholarship,
Horn gave an account of a meeting 
of the Seminary Faculty Forum 
which met in 1970 to listen to Bill 
Petersen’s study on the chapter in 
the Great Controversy dealing with 
the French Revolution.15 He labeled 
her reconstruction of the French Revolution as “bad 
history.” Horn went on to comment: “The trouble is 
that our leaders have put Ellen White on such a high 
pedestal as authority on history, chronology, science, 
diet, health, social life and what have you, that they 
would wreck the church if they would dare to admit 
that she was wrong in any of these disciplines. So they 
go on muddling until a catastrophe occurs, hoping that 
the good Lord will soon come to solve their problems, 
which for them are unsoluable. A real revolution could



written in poor English, on Creation. 
They were supposed to be adopted at 
the recently held Annual Council as 
articles of faith. Many or all para- 
graphs began with the words ‘We 
believe’—a kind of credo, a thing 
Adventists have always shied away 
from. One of the ‘beliefs’ is that we 
consider Gen. 5 & 11 to be sources of 
biblical chronology. I was glad to hear 
that many consultants had advised to 
refrain from bringing these docu- 
ments before the Annual Council and 
this advice was fortunately followed.
It seems that the present administra- 
tion tries by hook or crook to raise 
the view of the 6,000 year age of the 
earth to the level of a church doc- 
trine. I hope that this effort will not 
be crowned with success during the 
next 45 months. After that the wind 
in Washington may blow in a differ- 
ent direction. Sanity and reason may 
then once more reign over bigotry 
and medievalist intolerance in which 
our denomination is immersed right 
now.”18

In 1977, Horn recorded the 
exact wording of the creation state- 
ment being pushed by the Geoscience 
Research Institute: “We accept the 
chronological data of the first eleven 
chapters of Genesis as providing the 
basis for our belief in the biblical 
chronology.” Horn went on: “I am 
lucky that such a credo was not 
adopted during my term of service 
because I would have been forced 
either to be a hypocrite or to resign. 
We are getting more and more into 
the Dark Ages. It seems to me that 
Pierson & Co. are determined to raise 

the age of the earth question to the level of an article 
of faith before they move off the scene of action in 
1980. It really is awful.”19

Later the same year the same topic came up at 
ASRS in San Francisco: “In the evening Duncan Eva 
talked on ways to improve the relationship between the 
church’s administrators and the denomination’s scholars, 
a need which grew out of an attempt to get a declara- 
tion of faith on the matter of creation accepted by the

they make a mistake to choose me. I cannot think of 
anyone more unfit for the job than I am and the choice 
of these men shows clearly how fallible they can be in 
selections they make.”17

It had been at the 1976 American Society for 
Religious Studies (ASRS) meetings in St. Louis that 
Horn heard for the first time about “two position papers 
produced, sanctioned or sponsored by the GC, one on 
Inspiration and Revelation, which carried Richard 
Hammill’s name as author, and another anonymous one,



puter and of the exploration of outer space, which has 
seen the cold war and detente, the Korean and Vietnam 
wars, many revolutions and upheavals, natural 
catastrophies, but also repeated human landings on the 
Moon, has been a good period for me. I look back with 
satisfaction and gratitude to God for having given me 
opportunities to accomplish all that I have described.”‘22

Bible teachers. A very hostile recep- 
tion was experienced last spring 
when he, W. Hackett & Richard 
Hammill—I am surprised that Dick 
lent himself for such work—tried to 
push such a creed-like declaration 
down the throat of the West Coast 
Bible teachers assembled at PUC.—
It was finally decided to create a kind 
of fellowship consisting of seven 
Adventist scholars and five GC- 
appointed people to establish and 
maintain contact, discussion and 
dialogue between the Olympus and 
the Stoa.”20

In Horn’s report on the 
ASRS’s 1980 conference in Dallas, lie 
wrote: “In the evening John Brunt 
of Walla Walla College spoke on 
Redaction Criticism and recom- 
mended it to SDA Bible teachers, 
using as his case study the parable of 
the wicked tenants of a vineyard. A 
few years ago a teacher, daring to 
present such ideas, would have 
signed his death warrant in the 
Adventist church. That a man can 
present a paper like this and get 
away with it shows how far we have 
traveled on the road of other 
churches. It is a development that 
cannot be arrested.”21

On the 25th anniversary of 
receiving his P11.D. and the begin- 
ning of his teaching career, Horn 
wrote: “And last, but not least, I 
should mention that I began and 
directed the first archaeological 
expedition under Adventist auspices, 
the excavations of biblical Heshbon 
which will find its end this summer 
under the direction of Larry Geraty, 
my young colleague and successor in teaching and 
museum work. As a kind of appendix I should also note 
that this 25th anniversary of my academic career sees me 
now as Dean of the Seminary to which I have given the 
best years of my life. And as Chairman of the Th.D. 
Committee and Dean of the Seminary I have also gotten 
our doctoral program accredited which President 
Richard Hammill actually considers the crown of my 
career. This quarter of a century, the age of the com



his life and of which I have already 
written. Though he made major contribu- 
tions to the scholarly world, he devoted 
most of his time to interpreting for his 
church the results of sound scholarship, 
and for that reason probably did more 
than any other individual to make schol- 
arship respectable within Seventh-day 
Adventist circles. Along with Ray Cottrell 
and Don Neufeld,23 he was one of the first 
to attend Society for Biblical Literature 
(SBL) on an annual basis, setting that 
pattern as opposed to the Evangelical 
Theological Society, largely because of 
the latter’s statement on inspiration to 
which members must subscribe and he 
could not. Horn’s monumental contribu- 
tions to the multivolume SDA Bible 
Commentary and SDA Bible Dictionary are 
without a peer. And it was he who 
brought about the birth of Andrews 
University’s first scholarly journal, 
Andrews University Seminary Studies, which 
he edited from 1963 to 1974. It is instruc- 
tive to read Horn’s summaries of the 
Bible Commentary and Bible Dictionary with 
which he was so intimately involved, the 
Bible conferences he attended, the Bible 
Land Tours which he either conducted or 
lectured for and his characterization of 
such entities as the Biblical Research 
Institute and the Geoscience Research 
Institute.

I found a passage that is particularly 
revealing about Horn’s decision to use his 
scholarship in the service of the church: 
“It was during my student days in Chi- 
cago that a conversation with a fellow 
student, Carl DeVries, planted a seed in 
me that soon came to fruition. He men- 
tioned that Joseph Free, who at that time 
taught at Wheaton College, was not an 

outstanding archaeologist in the scholarly world as a 
whole, but that among the Evangelicals he had become 
an archaeological authority without a peer, for a one- 
eyed man is king among blind people.—I learned the 
lesson. It was obvious that at my age (42 when I got my 
Ph.D.) and endowed with only mediocre talents, I could 
not become an Albright or a Petrie, but that I could 
become an authority on Biblical Archaeology in my own 
church. And that has happened.”24

SCHOLARSHIP IN SERVICE 
OF THE CHURCH

s an author, few to this day are Horn’s equal in 
terms of accessible, relevant output. Consider 

.his bibliography which runs to nearly 800 items, 
not counting his unpublished diaries which he kept all
A;



Horn shows Crown Prince Hassan (Hasmemite Kingdom of Jordan) mosaic fragments from area A.3:3, Heshbon, 1968.
Photo: courtesy of the Horn Archaeological Museum

professional expenses amounted to $410,000.
This is a good report and to God be the glory 

for what He has allowed me to experience and I give 
thanks to Him for all his favors and that I am still here 
and in good health to write these pages of reviewing the 
last 15 years of my interesting life.”25

And remember, all this occurred after the 
traditional age of retirement!

CHURCHMAN
s a churchman, Horn brought balance into a 
community sometimes tempted to extremes.
He served his denomination, at one time or 

another on every continent, as pastor, missionary, 
teacher, editor, committeeman, curator, and seminary 
dean, choosing, as we have said, to make his major

F o llow ing  his y ea r-b y -y ear su m m ary  o f  the  
h ig h lig h ts  o f  his 60th to  75th years  o f  life, H o rn  added: 
“T h e re  w ere  o th e r  th in g s  th a t shou ld  n o t be fo rg o tten , 
nam ely  th e  daily  ro u tin e  w ork  and the  little  p leasan t o r 
less enjoyable experiences o f  life. T h e  fo llow ing  s ta tis -  
tics include som e o f  these  u n reco rded  item s o f  w ha t I 
did and  w h a t happened  d u r in g  th e  la s t 15 years:
I trav e led  by car o r  bus 232,700 m iles
I trav e led  by tra in  47,700 m iles
I trav e led  by boat 22 ,100 m iles
I trav e led  by p lane  590,000 m iles
I ta u g h t fo r 1,470 h o u rs  in th e  U.S.A., A ustria , K orea, 
the  P h ilipp ines and  E n g lan d .
I lectured or preached 590 times in 16 countries.
166 of my articles, 16 books and 16 book contributions 
were published, for which I received $16,500 in royalties. 
I wrote 9,500 letters and received 14,800.
O u r (Jeanne’s and  m ine) com bined  incom e in c lud ing



just returned to the seminary from having 
taught at an extension school in Japan. He 
wrote: “The big stir is the rejection of the 
application for accreditation on the basis 
of three items that need rectification, [the 
third being[ research has to have more 
academic freedom. Last Sunday and 
Monday the Wise Men from the East were 
here for a board meeting and passed the 
buck to a committee of nine created for 
that purpose. Hammill who is in Europe 
lias been recalled to work on this problem 
at once. Murdoch said today that the 
Spring Council in Washington had again 
wrestled with the Ministerial Training 
program, but confirmed their position that 
the Seminary is to be the only training 
center of the denomination and that Loma 
Linda University is not to be permitted to 
grant MAs in Religion. ‘All our leaders are 
in agreement on this point,’ Murdoch said. 
I question the correctness of this state- 
ment very much. If another GC president 
comes on, the situation could quickly 
change.”28 The more things change, the 
more they stay the same!

In 1969, Horn wrote: “We had meetings 
with Pierson, Hirsch and Bradley29 to 
hammer out a policy statement on Aca- 
demic Freedom for Seminary teachers and 
those who teach in the Department of 
Religion. It amounts to practically no 
freedom except in inconsequential details. 

We are supposed to defend the doctrines and spend 
ingenuity and efforts and time to find means of apolo- 
getic values, but to search for no new truths or new 
interpretations, because we have it all, there is nothing 
to discover or to find. How can anything be found that 
does not exist? Having EGW, all truth that there is we 
have in the red books. That is the attitude of the leaders, 
although they say it not quite so bluntly.”30

In Horn’s 1975 diary he recounted a conversa- 
tion he had with Ray Cottrell during the ASRS meeting 
in Chicago: “Cottrell told me that Robert Pierson said to 
him two weeks ago that theological questions will be 
decided by administrators and not by the church’s 
theologians. I am really surprised that he made such a 
statement. I know that this is their practice, but that 
they are actually admitting it is amazing. Pierson has 
put the clock back and it is high time that we get a John 
XXIII at the top, but we will have to wait at least

Horn, Roger Boraas, Douglas Waterhouse, and an unidentified person reading 
pottery, Heshbon, 1968. Photo: courtesy of the Horn Archaeological Museum

contributions within and for the benefit of the church. 
He has left his imprint on Adventism—both in terms of 
scholarly method as well as commonly accepted truth.

It is fascinating to read Horn’s evaluation and 
opinion of numerous church leaders and well-known 
scholars, including some very frank things about me, I 
might add. While he often differed with Gerhard Hasel’s 
views, for instance, in one place calling them “hasidic 
and dogmatic,”26 he nevertheless could admire Hasel’s 
scholarship: “I also began to read the 99-page manu- 
script of Gerhard Hasel’s chapter ‘Higher Criticism’ 
which he wrote at my request to replace the one in the 
5th volume of the SDA Bible Commentary which I had 
written 25 years ago and which badly needed updating. 
No one could have done a better job than Gerhard did; I 
like the way he has handled the subject.”27

Let’s look at another relevant topic: the issue of 
accreditation and academic freedom. In 1962, Horn had



ence he made to Glenn’s earlier trip in 1962. Horn spoke 
for seminary chapel and said, “I took my point of 
departure from an answer of astronaut John Glenn. 
When asked by reporters whether he had prayed when 
he learned during his space flight that his heat shield 
was coming loose and that he might burn up at his re- 
entry into the atmosphere, he said: ‘I don’t need God 
just for an emergency. I have made my peace with God 
long ago, and now take all eventualities as they come.’”

Horn in 1968 at Heshbon dig.
Photo: courtesy of the Horn Archaeological Museum

Horn concluded: “I spoke on Rom 5:1 and asked the 
question: ‘Has justification brought us that peace with 
God that we can face all eventualities of life?’”34 For 
those of us who had the privilege of knowing this 
example of a scholar whose scholarship was always in 
service for the church, who exhibited balance, good 
judgment, and never sought public controversy, but put 
his more controversial thoughts down in his diary, I 
think our answer is an unhesitating, “Yes, Siegfried, your 
life has helped to inspire us to claim that peace with God 
that has indeed helped us to face all eventualities of life. 
We know your soul rests in peace. We look forward to 
seeing you on resurrection morning. Till then, thanks 
for pointing the way home.”

Horn’s last entry in his diary was penned on 
October 21, 1993, five weeks before he died. (In the 
hospital, he was just too sick to write.) It read: “The 
mail brought us today the latest number of the Biblical 
Archaeology Review (BAR), . . .  It contains two feature 
articles which are of special interest to me. Both are 
written by Larry Herr35 and are entitled: ‘What Ever 
Happened to the Ammonites?’ and ‘The Search for

another five years before this can happen.”31
Horn’s commitment to his church is clearly seen 

in words penned on the 50th anniversary of his baptism: 
“My baptism was not the result of a conversion. I 
simply conformed with customs. I had been raised an 
Adventist and it seemed to be a natural thing to belong 
to the church of my parents and grandparents. How- 
ever, I experienced a kind of conversion five years later 
in England and then became an Adventist who was fully 
convinced that salvation was possible only if I 
remained a faithful member of this church fully 
believing each of its doctrines and carrying out 
all its policies and regulations, regardless 
whether they are based on the Bible or not.

“In recent years my convictions have 
experienced quite a change and have become 
rather liberal in outlook as occasional notes in 
the volumes of MY DIARY penned during the 
last 30 years show. Yet I have neither the desire 
nor the intention to change my church affiliation 
or leave my church. What I have and am I owe to 
my church and I am grateful that my church has 
supported me and given me opportunities for 
growth and allowed me to pursue my various 
interests. And since my church is tolerant 
enough to allow me as a liberal Adventist to 
work within this church organization I want to 
support it as best as I can, and stay with it.”32 

A little later, in the same year, Horn 
quoted approvingly from an issue of Time devoted to 
the question, “How true is the Bible?” “Believing critics 
argue—and experience has sometimes shown—that 
rigid faith is the most vulnerable to complete destruc- 
tion. In their view, the believer who can live with some 
doubts is more likely to keep some faith. An occasionally 
fallible Bible, therefore, is a Bible that paradoxically 
seems more authentic.” “Believers who expect some- 
thing else from the Bible may well conclude, that its 
credibility has been enhanced. After more than two 
centuries of facing the heaviest scientific guns that 
would be brought to bear, the Bible has survived,—and 
is perhaps the better for the siege.” Horn called both 
these quotes “interesting and also true.”33

CONCLUSION
ecause John Glenn has again just returned 
from space, a story that has been very much 
in the news, I thought it might be appropriate to 

close this retrospective on Siegfried Horn with a refer
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Biblical Heshbon.’ They contain pictures of Tell 
Hesban, of the deep pool excavated in Hesban, and 
Ammonite ostraca found during the excavations of 
Hesban, but also several pictures from the excavations 
and objects found at Tell el-‘Umeiri. Finally the second 
article contains a picture of me, explaining that I began 
the excavations of Hesban 25 years ago, and by institut- 
ing an archaeological survey of the Hesban region 
pioneered modern, multidisciplinary research. The 
write-up to the picture also states that I am a member 
of BAR’s Editorial Advisory Board, and served as 
professor of archaeology and history of antiquity from 
1951 to 1976 at Andrews University in Berrien Springs, 
Michigan.” It was almost as if, at the close of his life, he 
wanted us to remember those key points—a convenient 
summary of a remarkable life, uncompromised when it 
came to scholarship, yet always lived in service to the 
church and gratitude to his Lord.
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