
A Scholar-President: 
The Election of Jan Paulsen

By Doug Morgan

he first week in March at General Conference headquarters 
ended in a Friday-evening glow of spiritual uplift and renewed 
hope. Like many other occurrences that week, the installation 

and dedication service for the newly elected General Conference presi- 
dent, broadcast worldwide by satellite, was unprecedented.

The new president, Jan Paulsen, speaking to an audience packed into 
the General Conference headquarters auditorium, established the tone for his 
leadership, not with a statement of programs, policies, or grandiose goals, but 
by modeling what it means to be a pastor-theologian. In simple yet forceful 
terms, he set forth the gospel about Jesus Christ proclaimed by the first Chris- 
tians as the core of the distinctive Seventh-day Adventist message.

The week did not begin in such an aura of good feeling. “Tense moments,” in the words of one member 
commenting during the midday break, characterized the morning session of the General Conference Executive 
Committee’s historic meeting on Monday, March 1. That a tense mood prevailed on Monday is not surprising.
Never before in the church’s history had it coped with a General Conference president’s resignation at midterm and 
under pressure.

But by evening, the tension and uncertainty had already given way to relief and optimism. In an 
election process lasting less than four hours, the committee had replaced an energetic, technologically savvy church 
president forced out because of ethically dubious financial dealings, with a calm, scholarly, consensus builder who 
pledged not to engage in “any business other than the Lord’s spiritual business.” On the fourth ballot, the 244 
committee members in attendance elected the Norwegian-born Paulsen, 64. A General Conference vice president 
and former president of the Trans-European Division, he became the denomination’s sixteenth world president.

The Monday morning session was dominated by the tumultuous exit of Robert Folkenberg. News of the 
settlement of James Moore’s lawsuit fueled rumors that Folkenberg might wish to be reinstated. In a prepared 
statement at the beginning of the session, he expressed repentance for failure to disassociate himself from Moore 
sooner and regret for not having spent more of his personal time on “more productive and less controversial 
matters.” Folkenberg insisted, however, that his resignation did not constitute “an admission of egregious miscon- 
duct or moral failure” but came out of a desire “to avoid further conflict and pain to my family and the church I 
love.’ In addition, Folkenberg complained of “feeling abandoned” because of the church’s refusal to assume the 
twenty percent of his defense costs not covered by insurance. In view of Folkenberg’s claim to innocence from 
gross misconduct, and lacking specific information supporting the allegations against him, some committee mem-
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Jan Paulsen appears with his wife, Kari, following his election to vice 
presidency of the world church at the 1995 General Conference 
session in Utrecht.

General Conference secretary G. Ralph Thompson 
pointed out that the division presidents had received the 
information from the Ad Hoc Group and would be free 
to disseminate it if they chose. A consensus emerged 
that the executive committee should not go into a “trial 
mode,” evaluating the facts calling Folkenberg’s leader- 
ship into question, which would then require giving 
Folkenberg time to respond. He had already had a “trial,” 
his resignation was final, and it was time to move on. 
Folkenberg facilitated closure on a painful and embar- 
rassing episode in the church’s history by returning the 
next morning to apologize for his impromptu remarks 
on Monday.

It was around 3 RM. Monday afternoon that the 
nominating process finally began. Even then, the bulk of 
time was spent in prayer, reflection on pertinent state-

bers questioned the necessity for Folkenberg’s 
resignation. Lay members and representatives 
from developing countries who felt Folkenberg’s 
leadership had benefited the church in their areas 
were particularly outspoken. A union president 
from Africa was among those pleading for disclo- 
sure of the facts necessitating the resignation. 
Otherwise, said the African leader, he wouldn’t 
know what to tell his people. After more than an 
hour of discussion, Folkenberg again took the 
floor and urged that his resignation be accepted 
while at the same time bristling over what he 
called the “grossly distorted process” that led to 
the resignation. Folkenberg declared that it was 
his nature to push for the full disclosure which 
would exonerate him but that he wanted to spare 
his family and the church further suffering. In a 
voice at times shaking with emotion, he stated 
that while no one could understand his excruciat- 
ing pain dealing with Moore over the past two 
years, the pain had not hurt so much as what he 
had undergone in the past three months at the 
hands of his fellow church leaders. One might 
expect such trauma from an “unconverted indi- 
vidual,” he commented, referring to Moore, but 
not from within the church.

Following Folkenberg’s brief remarks, the 
committee quickly voted to accept his resignation 
and moved on the task of selecting a new presi- 
dent. Rather than forming a separate and smaller 
nominating committee, the Executive Committee, 
accepting the proposal of the interim administra- 
tion formed after Folkenberg submitted his 
resignation on February 7, constituted itself as 
the nominating committee so that the new presi- 
dent would have a clear mandate from the entire com- 
mittee. Calvin Rock, a General Conference vice-presi- 
dent, received an overwhelming majority of votes to 
chair the nominating process with runner-up Neils-Erik 
Andreasen, president of Andrews University, designated 
associate chair.

F a llo u t from  F o lk en b e rg ’s d e p a rtu re , how ever, 
lin g e red  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  a fte rn o o n  session. O ne 
co m m ittee  m em b er called  for a factual response  to  
F o lk en b e rg ’s com pla in ts  th a t w ould  g ive a c lea r ra tio - 
nale  for his rem oval. A G en e ra l C onference official w ho 
served  on th e  A d H oc G ro u p  th a t m et from  Jan u a ry  25 
to  26 and  recom m ended  con v en in g  the  E xecu tive  
C om m ittee , n o ted  th a t  F o lk en b e rg  had  ea rlie r  described  
th e  p rocess  as fa ir and  ex p ressed  shock  th a t th e  fo rm er 
p re s id e n t now  seem ed to  be “b u m p in g  ag a in st reality .”



C h ris tian sen , a ss is ta n t to  th e  p re s id e n t o f  th e  N o r th  
A m erican  D ivision. Selm a Chaij, a p sycho log is t from  
T akom a P ark , M ary lan d , co n cu rred  th a t th e  p rocess w as 
open  and  app rop ria te .

Chaij n o ted  th a t th e  lay m em b ers  spoke m ore  
th a n  in p rev ious E x ecu tiv e  C o m m ittee  m ee tin g s  and 
p laced several nam es in nom ination . W h ile  th e  p rocess 
m ig h t be view ed as som ew hat h a s ty  and superficial, 
lack in g  in de ta iled  and  d e lib e ra te  eva lua tion  o f  the  
s tre n g th s  and  w eaknesses o f  each nom inee, Chaij 
believes th e  co m m ittee  w as in fo rm ed  w ell en ough  to  
m ake a w ise choice. She p o in ted  o u t th a t th e  co m m ittee  
has w orked  to g e th e r  over a fo u r-an d -a -h a lf-y ear period , 
m e e tin g  a t lea s t tw ice a year, a ffo rd ing  an o p p o rtu n ity  
for th e  m em b ers  n o t em ployed  by th e  d en o m in a tio n  to  
becom e know ledgeab le  abou t the  nom inees.

Som e G e n e ra l C onference in sid e rs  ex p ressed  
su rp rise  th a t a E u ro p ean  w ould  w in  th e  presidency, 
g iven  E u ro p e ’s sm all and  d im in ish in g  p ro p o rtio n  o f  th e  
w o rld  chu rch  m em bersh ip . O ne fac to r m ay be th a t 
re p re se n ta tio n  on th e  execu tive  co m m ittee  favors th e  
developed, w ea lth ie r reg io n s  o f  th e  g lobe, desp ite  
changes m ade a t th e  1995 G e n e ra l C onference session in 
U trech t. F o r exam ple, th e  T ra n s -E u ro p e a n  D ivision, 
P au lsen ’s base, has 92,100 m em b ers  and  fifteen re p re se n - 
ta tives on th e  E xecu tive  C om m ittee . T h e  E a s te rn  A frica 
D iv ision  has over fifteen tim es as m any  m em bers  
(1,655,091 m em bers) b u t on ly  s ix teen  co m m itte  m em - 
bers.

I t  m ay also  be th a t  th e  p ray erfu l co m m ittee  
m em bers  w ere  able to  tra n sc e n d  th e  ca teg o ries  o f  race  
and  reg io n  and  look  to  th e  m o st qualified individuals. 
T h a t, a t least, is how  th e  p a rtic ip a n ts  seem ed to  ch arac - 
te rize  it. Israe l Leito , p re s id e n t o f  th e  d iv ision  w ith  the  
la rg e s t m em b ersh ip — th e  In te r-A m erican  D iv ision  
(1,703,467 m em bers)— em phasized  th e  sp iritu a l dyn am - 
ics o f  th e  e lection . “E v e ry th in g  w as done  so as to  be th e  
S p irit’s w o rk  ra th e r  th a n  by any  h u m an  in v en tio n ,” he 
re p o rte d , ad d in g  th a t “w e felt th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  L o rd .” 
Leito , w ho had w ith d ra w n  his ow n nam e from  co n sid er- 
a tion , also s ta ted  th a t from  th e  tim e it becam e know n 
th a t F o lk en b e rg  w ould  have to  re s ig n  “it w as c lear in m y 
m ind  th a t D r. P au lsen  w as th e  one th e  chu rch  needed  to  
b r in g  healing , certa in ty , and  d irec tio n .” A  co m m ittee  
m em ber from  Z am bia  ad m itted  th a t  “w e w o rried  and 
w ondered  how  w e w ould  reso lve  th e  issue,” b u t added  
th a t “I have n ever seen th e  ch u rch  p ray  like w e p rayed  in 
th is  house. A ll th in g s  w o rk  to g e th e r  for good. . . E ven 
a v e te ra n  G en e ra l C onference official w ho by his ow n 
adm ission  inclines to w ard  skep tic ism  in such m a tte rs  
su g g ested  th a t P au lsen ’s su rp r is in g  v ic to ry  ind icates

m en ts  by  E llen  W h ite  th a t R ock had  p rep a red , and  
d iscussion  o f  th e  qualities desirab le  in a G e n e ra l C onfer- 
ence p re s id en t. T h e  sp iritu a l a tm o sp h ere  c rea ted  by th is  
p ro ced u re  m ade a deep  im pression  on m any  com m ittee  
m em bers.

It was not until about 5 PM. that names began 
to be placed in nomination. The voting proceeded very 
rapidly, aided by electronic voting devices that gave 
instant tallies. In less than an hour and a half, a new 
president had been elected.

F o u r o f  th e  o rig in a l fifteen nom inees im m edi- 
a te ly  w ith d re w  from  considera tion . Rock, th e  f irs t to  be 
nom inated , tu rn e d  th e  ch a ir over to  A ndreasen . T h e  
on ly  nom inee to  m ake a s ta te m e n t before leav ing  the  
ro o m  w as Paulsen . H e su g g e ste d  th a t it m ig h t be b e tte r  
to  co n sid er som eone w ho  had  been m o re  rem o te  from  
th e  F o lk en b e rg  m a tte r  since som e m ig h t conclude th a t 
P au lsen  had  acted  for selfish reasons.

F o rm e r  G e n e ra l C onference p re s id e n t N eal C. 
W ilso n , w hose  son, T ed  N.C. W ilso n  w as am o n g  the  
nom inees, su g g e s te d  th a t in view  o f th e  fact th a t 85-90 
p e rc e n t o f  th e  w o rld  ch u rch  body  is non-C aucasian , the  
co m m ittee  shou ld  g ive serious co n sid era tio n  to  th e  tw o  
n on -C aucasian  nom inees (Rock and  T h o m p so n ). In 
resp o n se  to  a re q u e s t fo r resu m es o f  th e  candidates, 
co m m ittee  s e c re ta ry  A th a l T o llh u rs t p rov ided  b rie f 
b io g rap h ica l sketches on m o st o f  th e  nom inees from  the  
G e n e ra l C onference files. V erbal in fo rm ation  from  the  
s e c re ta ry  and  th e  floor w as p rov ided  abou t th e  cand i- 
dates fo r w hom  no  w ritte n  in fo rm ation  w as im m ediate ly  
available.

F o u r cand ida tes  em erg ed  as f ro n t- ru n n e rs  afte r 
th e  f irs t ballo t: P au lsen , 29 p ercen t; R ock 26 p ercen t; 
W ilso n , 16 p ercen t; and  T h o m p so n , 11 percen t. T h e  
second  ba llo t n a rro w e d  th e  field to  th ree: Pau lsen , 38 
p ercen t; Rock, 31 percen t; W ilso n , 26 percen t. N o 
can d id a te  w on a m a jo rity  on  th e  th ird  ballo t, b u t W il-  
son, w ho d ro p p ed  to  22 p ercen t, w as elim inated , w ith  
P au lsen  rece iv in g  45 p e rc e n t and  R ock 33 percen t. In 
th e  final ballo t, R ock n arro w ed  th e  gap  be tw een  h im se lf  
and  P au lsen  by ap p a re n tly  g a in in g  ab o u t tw o -th ird s  o f  
th e  vo tes th a t  had  g one  to  W ilson . H ow ever, P aulsen , 
th e  to p  v o te -g e tte r  in each ballo t, w on  by th e  re la tively  
slim  m a rg in  o f  53 p e rc e n t to  47 percen t. T h e n , a t R ock’s 
req u est, th e  G e n e ra l C onference E x ecu tiv e  C om m ittee  
m ade th e  e lection  o f  P au lsen  unanim ous. P a rtic ip an ts  
also  seem ed u n an im ous in  d esc rib in g  th e  election  
p rocess as fair and  open. D esp ite  th e  la rg e  size o f  the  
com m ittee , th e  floor w as open to  all w ho  w ished  to  
speak and  m ake nom inations. T h e  p rocess w as “n o t 
gu ided  by  a locom otive  from  th e  fro n t,” said B jarne



that “there may be something to this business about the 
Holy Spirit leading the church after all.”

The top three candidates each offered impres- 
sive credentials, and whichever had won, the denomina- 
tion would have had its first president with an earned 
doctorate. Wilson, 48, regarded as a favorite of the 
church’s conservative wing, holds a doctorate in reli- 
gious education from New York University. Prior to 
taking his current position at the helm of the Review 
and Herald Publishing Association, Wilson held various 
administrative posts in the Africa-Indian Ocean Division 
and was president of the Euro-Asia Division. Rock, 69, 
has been president of Oakwood College and holds a 
Ph.D. in Christian ethics from Vanderbilt University. A 
powerful public speaker who once pastored the large 
Ephesus Church in Harlem, Rock has earned a reputa- 
tion as an extremely effective chair of General Confer- 
ence sessions. Perhaps the only major element missing 
from his r3/4sum3/4 is overseas service, though he has 
traveled and evangelized extensively in Africa.

What, then, of Jan Paulsen? Who is he and 
what might the church expect from his leadership? 
Paulsen is the second Norwegian to serve as world 
president, but the first who has lived and worked most 
of his life outside the United States. (Ole Olsen, presi- 
dent from 1888 to 1897, was born in Norway but lived in 
the United States since childhood. The only other non- 
American General Conference president was Australian 
C.H. Watson, whose tenure lasted from 1930 to 1936).
In more than forty years of denominational service, 
Paulsen has been a pastor, a college professor and 
president, and an administrator at the division and 
General Conference levels.

When people talk about Jan Paulsen, one word 
that comes up most frequently is “balance.” While 
prognostication is always risky, his record and the 
perspectives of associates suggest that Paulsen will be 
likely to balance the following:

Gravity and Warmth
hose who have worked with Paulsen speak of a 
seriousness that evokes respect, even awe, and 
can be somewhat intimidating. Yet as time goes 

on they find in him a warmth and sense of humor that 
make him an enjoyable and comfortable companion.

General Conference communication director 
Ray Dabrowski, who studied under Paulsen at Newbold 
College and worked with him for several years in the 
Trans-European Division office, recalls a remarkable 
trip Paulsen made to Poland soon after the declaration

The Election of Jan Paulsen

Nominees (in order of nomination)
Calvin Rock 
G. Ralph Thompson 
Jan Paulsen 
Ted N.C. Wilson 
Bertil Wiklander*
Mario Veloso 
Robert Kloosterhuis 
Ralph Watts 
Jere Patzer 
Ben Maxson 
Lowell Cooper 
Israel Leito*
Delbert Baker*
Gerry Karst 
Neils-Erik Andreasen*

*withdrew from consideration

First Ballot
Paulsen 29%
Rock 26%
Wilson 16%
Thompson 11 %
Patzer 5%
Karst 3%
Cooper 3%
Others less than 3%

Second Ballot
Paulsen 38%
Rock 31 %
Wilson 26%
Thompson 5%

Third Ballot
Paulsen 45%
Rock 33%
Wilson 22%

Fourth Ballot
Paulsen 53%
Rock 47%



ness: “Our talents differ, we have different tempera- 
ments, and we don’t always agree on everything. 1 want 
you to know, I think that’s just fine. We don’t have to 
agree on everything. And I want you to know, my 
colleagues, that you can talk to me and feel safe, and its 
okay to disagree with me.”

Adventists may find Paulsen somewhat more 
candid than past church administrators. In his report on 
behalf of the Trans-European Division to the 1995 
General Conference session, Paulsen spoke frankly of a 
major evangelistic effort in Sweden that yielded only 
fourteen baptisms, illustrating the difficulty of tradi- 
tional “soul-winning” in some parts of the division. He 
also reported in a straightforward manner the “gigantic 
blow” that came when the Nutana health food company 
in Denmark and its sister companies in Norway and 
Finland collapsed under financial pressures. This loss, in 
turn, forced the sale of the largest health-care institu- 
tion in the division—the prestigious Skodsborg 
Badesanatorium, near Copenhagen.2

However genuinely open Paulsen may be,
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of martial law in response to the Solidarity uprising of 
December 1981. The Polish people were cut off from the 
rest of the world, unable to call outside the country, 
coping with increasingly empty shelves and tanks on the 
street. It was difficult to get into the country, but 
Paulsen showed up unannounced one day at the Polish 
Union headquarters in Warsaw. “I came to find out how 
you are and to let you know the church cares about you,” 
Paulsen said to the stunned but grateful Polish 
Adventists. According to Dabrowski, Paulsen was the 
first churchman of any denomination to enter Poland 
after the declaration of martial law. “We feared for our 
lives,” says Dabrowski. “Paulsen’s visit revealed a warm 
and open heart.”1

The conclusion of his introductory sermon 
given at the General Conference headquarters on March 
5 reflects Paulsen’s desire that warmth be a defining 
characteristic of the Seventh-day Adventist church: “I 
appeal to you to do your best to make this church of 
ours a warm and attractive community where also 
sinners can feel at home; a place where individuals who 
come with many battle scars and who have not 
done particularly well, or who don’t see them- 
selves as successful, can feel accepted and loved.”
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Openness and 
Decisiveness

I aulsen is described as one who truly 
listens with an open mind to differing 
points of view. He has earned a reputa- 

tion for skill in reconciling antagonistic parties. 
He was the point man in lengthy negotiations 
that resolved a split in the Hungarian Adventist 
church in 1989. More recently, says Dabrowski, 
Paulsen has taken a similar role in Macedonia.

U lrich  F r ik a r t , p re s id e n t o f  th e  E u ro - 
A frica D iv ision , m a in ta in s  P au lsen  has show n 
tw o  m a jo r co m p o n en ts  o f  a C h ris tian  leader: 
“h u m ility  and  sp iritua lity .” A nd th o se  c h a ra c te r-  
istics, F r ik a r t  believes, c rea te  a m o re  open 
a tm osphere . “T h e  ch u rch  d esp era te ly  needed  a 
chan g e  a t th e  h ig h e s t level,” acco rd in g  to  
F r ik a r t . A lready  th e re  has been “a trem en d o u s  
ch an g e  in a tm o sp h ere  a t chu rch  h ead q u a rte rs . 
People have th e  co u rag e  to  speak for them selves.’ 

Indeed , P au lsen ’s ow n  b rie f  rem ark s  to  
th e  m em b ers  o f  the  E xecu tive  C om m ittee  and 
th e  s ta ff  o f  th e  w o rld  chu rch  h e a d q u a rte rs  the  
day fo llow ing  his e lection  se t th e  to n e  o f  open-
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o b se rv e rs  a re  unan im ous and  em phatic  in  describ - 
in g  a p rinc ip led  decisiveness. “A t th e  end  o f  th e  
day,” said A n d rea  L u x to n , p rinc ip le  o f  N ew bold  
C ollege, “he’s n o t in anyb o d y ’s pocket. H e ’s his 
ow n p e rso n .” A chu rch  official w ho  has w orked  
closely  w ith  P au lsen  believes th a t  P au lsen  w ill be 
less inclined th an  th e  p rev ious a d m in is tra tio n  to  
le t the  agenda  be se t by v arious special in te re s ts , 
such as “r ig h t  w in g  g ro u p s  and  m ajo r do n o rs .”

Diversity and Oneness

conference th e  day a fte r his e lection , P au lsen  
described  th e  e th n ic  and  c u ltu ra l d iv e rs ity  o f  the  
chu rch  as “a h u g e  b lessing  and  g ift b u t also  an 
en o rm o u s cha llenge— how  do you ho ld  such a 
la rg e  in te rn a tio n a l co m m u n ity  to g e th e r  as one?” 

T h e  issue o f  w o m en ’s o rd in a tio n  m ay a t 
p re se n t p rov ide  th e  m o st p re ss in g  te s t to  u n ity  in 
th e  church . N o t su rp rising ly , it is a su b jec t th a t 
Pau lsen  approaches w ith  cau tion . A t his f irs t  p ress  
conference, he p o in ted  o u t th a t  th e  so lu tio n  m u s t 
be so u g h t th ro u g h  co n su lta tio n  w ith in  the  
c h u rc h ’s re p re se n ta tiv e  sy stem  o f  g o v e rn m en t. 
H ow ever, to  w om en, as w ell as to  y o u th  w ho 
com prise  over h a lf  th e  church , he declared , “You 
are  n o t sp ec ta to rs  in th e  church , th e  chu rch  
be longs to  you— you are  th e  ch u rch .” In  add ition , 
he called for a “s tro n g , crea tive  p resence  by b o th  
y o u th  and w om en” in th e  in itia tives o f  th e  church . 
M oreover, he seem ed to  open  th e  d o o r to  d iffe ren t 
w ays o f  cop ing  w ith  th e  issue in v arious p a r ts  o f  
th e  w orld . “T h e  q u estio n  o f  sam eness,” he re -  
m arked, “can w e do th in g s  th e  sam e w ay ev ery - 
w h e re P -th a t rem ains an  im p o rta n t q u estio n  to  
look at.”

Spirituality and 
Scholarship

ran k s  in th e  h ig h e s t t ie r  am o n g  E u ro p e a n  un iv er- 
sities. P au lsen ’s d isse rta tio n  on th e  d ev elopm en t 
o f  M eth o d ism  in W est A frica illu s tra te s  how  
h is to ric  C h ris tia n ity  se ttled  in to  a p rim al re lig io n

Jan Paulsen
Education
D. T h ., T o b in g e n  U niversity , G erm any, 1972
B.D., A n d rew s U niversity , M ich igan , 1962
M .A., SDA T heological Seminary, W ashington , DC, 1958
B.A., E m m an u e l M iss io n a ry  C ollege

(la te r A n d rew s U n iversity ), 1957 
Ju n io r C o llege (M in iste ria l T ra in in g ), V ejlefjordskolen, 

D en m ark , 1952-54

Professional Experience
Vice President, General Conference, 1995-1999

P res id en t, T ra n s -E u ro p e a n  D iv ision , 1983-95
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publicly  know n. T h e  sy s tem  is a foul w ay  o f  d e n y in g  
hum an  beings th e ir  basic, G o d -g iv en  rig h ts . T h a t  th e  
ch u rch  m u s t be able to  say. . . .  By th is  th e  ch u rch  gives 
its  lead  and  s ignal, and  w hen  th en  th e  m em b ers  use th e  
p ro v is io n s and  s tru c tu re s  available to  achieve th e  
ch an g es needed , th e y  w ill n o t be en g ag ed  in so m e th in g  
w hich  is o f  a d iffe ren t o rd e r  from  th e  le g itim a te  con- 
c e rn s  o f  th e  ch u rch  and  its  m issio n .”5

The Gospel and Distinctive 
Adventist Doctrines

I n his in tro d u c to ry  se rm o n , e n title d  “T h e  U rg e n c y  
o f  th e  G o sp e l,” P au lsen  p o in te d  to  th e  gospel as 
p roc la im ed  by th e  f irs t be lievers—th e  m essage  ab o u t 

th e  p e rso n , dea th , re su rre c tio n , ascension  and  h ig h - 
p rie s tly  m in istry , and  second  co m in g  o f  Jesus C h ris t.
W e m u s t c o n tin u e  to  th e  p reach  “th e  Sabbath , th e  s ta te  
o f  th e  dead, th e  m illenn ium , h ea lth fu l liv ing , 
eschato logy , th e  m ark  o f  th e  beast, and  th e  sa n c tity  o f  
m a rria g e ,” dec lared  th e  new  p res id en t. “H ow ever,” he 
said, “th e re  is a real sense  in w hich  th e  o rig in a l gospel 
w as and  is th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  m atte r, and  th e  re s t is 
co m m en ta ry .” H e u rg e d  th a t th is  gospel co n tin u e  “to  be 
th e  h e a r t  o f  y o u r and  m y faith  and  th e  focus o f  o u r 
sp iritu a l jo u rn e y .” T h e  c e n tra l p o in ts  o f  th e  S ev en th - 
day A d v e n tis t fa ith— such as th e  second  co m in g  and 
C h r is t’s m in is try  in th e  heaven ly  sa n c tu a ry —-he p o in ted  
ou t, a re  “p a r t  o f  th e  co re  gospel and  n o t p e r ip h e ra l to  
it .”

T h e  d ra m a  o f  th e  P au lsen  e ra  m ay w ell be 
w h e th e r  th ese  balances a re  n e g o tia te d  in  such a w ay as 
to  u n d e rw rite  s ta g n a tio n  o r to  p ro d  th e  ch u rch  fo rw ard  
as it e n te rs  the  n e x t m illenn ium .

Notes and References
1. For Paulsen’s report of his visit to Poland, see the 

Adventist Review, Apr. 1, 1982.
2. “The Flame Still Burns,” ibid., July 2, 1995.
3. Jer. 22:16 (NEB).
4. 1 John 3:18 (NEB).
5. For a brief discussion of Paulsen and social issues, see 

Zdravko Plantak, The Silent Church: H uman Rights and  
Adventist Social Ethics (New York: St. Martins, 1998), 25-26, 
56.
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cu ltu re . W ith  g ra d u a te  tra in in g  o f  such ca liber and a 
la rg e  p o r tio n  o f  h is ca re e r  sp e n t as a co llege  teach e r 
and  p re s id en t, P au lsen  is a ttu n e d  to  needs and  in te re s ts  
o f  th e  c h u rc h ’s academ ic co m m u n ity  as no  o th e r  
G e n e ra l C onference  p re s id e n t before. H e has described  
his y ears  in academ ia as “w o n d erfu l y e a rs” and dec lared  
h im se lf  “open  to  on g o in g , c o n tin u in g  d ia log  betw een  
th is  h e a d q u a r te rs  and th e  academ ic com m unity .”

It is significant, however, that Paulsen has used 
his scholarly training primarily in a pastoral fashion-in 
service of spirituality. His book, When the Spirit De- 
scends (Washington D.C.: Review and Herald, 1977) is 
an excellent example. Grounded in first-rate scholar- 
ship, it is a clear and accessible study of the Holy Spirit 
that is relevant to the spiritual life of the church. 
Similarly, Paulsen, at the March 2 press conference, 
reminded the church’s academic and medical institu- 
tions that they are “participants in the mission of the 
church” and “need to be clear about their own identity 
and role in discharging that sacred function.”

Evangelism and Social 
Involvement

aulsen’s fervor for evangelism and missions 
is clear. In his introductory sermon on 
March 5, he urged the church to remain “Christ 

focused and mission focused.” He warned against 
becoming an inward-looking community. Instead, he 
declared: “Our focus is outward. We exist in the inter- 
est of those who are not part of us. It was God’s love 
for those who were ‘aliens and strangers’ that moti- 
vated him in giving his Son. And that also expresses 
the life of the church.”

In a paper given at the European Institute of 
World Missions in 1988, Paulsen displayed a strong 
conviction that social action was an integral part of the 
church’s mission. While the primary goal of mission 
must be “personal acceptance of Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and trusting in him to secure the future,” one’s “rela- 
tionship to the Lord is expressed by one’s willingness 
and ability to ‘dispense justice to the lowly and poor.’”3 

Paulsen characterized actions of compassionate 
service in the social arena as “partners to evangelism.” 
But, he has added, such actions “are justified not as ‘bait 
on the hook,’ but by the needs which are there, and by 
the injunction that ‘love must not be a matter of words 
or talk; it must be genuine and show itself in action.’”1■ 
In regard to societal evils such as apartheid in South 
Africa, he has declared, “the church must let its basic 
view and evaluation of the situation be clearly and
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