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could not be reached for comment Thursday.
Ntakirutim ana is accused of luring hundreds of 

m inority Tutsis to take refuge in his church and then 
leading a gun and machete attack on the group. He also 
is charged with taking part in rounding up survivors of 
the massacre and killing them.

In upholding the lower court ruling by U.S.
D istrict Judge John Rainey, Circuit Judge Emilio M. 
Garza wrote that there is enough evidence, based on the 
statem ents of twelve unidentified witnesses who sur- 
vived the massacre, to establish probable cause for try ing 
Ntakirutimana. The court also said that although the 
United States doesn’t have an extradition treaty with 
the tribunal, a 1996 law allowing N takirutim ana’s 
extradition is constitutional.

In a dissenting opinion, Circuit Judge JJarold R. 
DeMoss Jr. found just the opposite, saying the extradi- 
tion decision is unenforceable.

Circuit Judge Robert M. Parker concurred with the 
majority opinion, but wrote a brief, separate opinion, 
urging Secretary of State Madeleine A lbright to 
“closely scrutinize the underlying evidence” before 
deciding whether N takirutim ana should be extradited. 
A lbright will make the final decision once the courts 
have ruled on the legal issues.

Calling the evidence “highly suspect,” Parker said it 
“defies logic . . . that a man who has served his church 
faithfully for many years, who has never been accused of 
any law infraction, who has for his long life been a man 
of peace, and who is married to a Tutsi, would somehow 
suddenly become a man of violence and commit the 
atrocities for which he stands accused.”

“I am persuaded that it is more likely than not,” he 
wrote, “that N takirutim ana is actually innocent.” 

State-sponsored massacres organized by Hutu 
extrem ists in Rwanda killed more than five hundred 
thousand people in 1994, mostly m inority Tutsis.

Rwandan pastor living in 
Laredo and accused of 
masterminding the 

slaughter of hundreds of Tutsis 
in his homeland must be turned over 
to an international war crimes tribu- 
naf the Fifth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled Thursday.

T h e  N ew  O rleans c o u rt affirm ed a 
ru lin g  by a T ex as  federal ju d g e  th a t th e re  is 
en o u g h  evidence to  allow  E lizaphan  
N tak iru tim an a , a H u tu  and fo rm er p re s id en t o f 
th e  S even th -day  A d v en tis t C hurch  in R w anda, to  be 
tu rn e d  over to  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s’ In te rn a tio n a l 
C rim inal T rib u n a l for Rw anda.

T he tribunal, based in Arusha, Tanzania, intends to 
try  the pastor for genocide and crimes against humanity 
in the 1994 massacre of Tutsis who had sought shelter 
at N takirutim ana’s church in Rwanda.

If N takirutim ana is extradited, it will be the first 
time the United States has surrendered a defendant from 
America to a U.N. tribunal. If convicted, the pastor 
could face life in prison.

N takiru tim ana, 75, w ho legally im m igrated  to the 
U nited  States to live w ith his son in Laredo, could no t be 
reached for com m ent Thursday. T he  pastor, who was 
first a rrested  in Septem ber 1996 in Laredo, then released 
pend ing  a decision on his ex trad ition , is back in the 
W ebb C ounty  Jail. A ccording to his family, he is in poor 
health , suffering from  h eart and esophagus problems.

The pastor, a Hutu who is m arried to a Tutsi, has 
denied all the allegations against him. His lawyer, former 
U.S. A ttorney General Ramsey Clark, has vowed to take 
the case all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. Clark
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rig id ity  w ith which we often feel th a t we have figured 
out every detail o f the future, assign ing  o th e r churches 
and g roups the ir p arts  to play and believing it will 
infallibly happen as we have predicted.

T h ere  are several reasons for this d isquieting  
feeling. F irs t and forem ost is a biblical reason. I wish to 
quote the w ords o f Jerem iah the prophet: “T h is is the 
w ord tha t came to Jerem iah from  the Lord: ‘G o down to 
the p o tte r’s house, and there  I will give you my m es- 
sage.’ So I w ent down to the p o tte r’s house, and I saw 
him w orking  at the wheel. But the po t he was shaping 
from  the clay was m arred  in his hands; so the p o tte r 
form ed it in to  ano ther pot, shaping it as it seemed best 
to him.

“T hen  the w ord o f the L ord came to  me: ‘Oh, 
house o f Israel, can I no t do w ith you as this p o tte r 
does.’ D eclares the Lord. ‘Like clay in the hand o f the 
potter, so are you in my hand, O house o f Israel. If  at 
any tim e I announce th a t a nation or kingdom  is to be 
uprooted, to rn  down and destroyed, and if th a t nation  I 
w arned repents o f its evil, then I will re len t and not 
inflict on it the d isaster I had planned. A nd if at ano ther 
tim e I announce tha t a nation or kingdom  is to be built 
up and planted, and if it does evil in my sigh t and does 
no t obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had 
intended to do for it.” (Jer. 18:1-10 NIV)

Clearly, G od has stated  th a t dogm atic assertions 
about the fu ture  behavior of g roups is inappropriate, 
since it is clearly conditional upon the actions o f th a t 
group. E llen W h ite  clearly agrees w ith this concept. She 
says, “It should be rem em bered th a t the prom ises and 
th rea ten ings o f G od are alike conditional.” (Selected 
Messages, Book 1 ]W ash ing ton , D.C.: Review and H erald, 
1958], 67)

Since both the Bible and E llen W h ite  declare 
unequivocally th a t prophecies and th rea ten ings are 
conditional, it seems presum ptuous for me to be so rigid 
as to declare w ithou t reservation  th a t P ro te s tan ts  and 
Catholics are go ing  to unite to do these negative deeds. 
In addition to that, it seems to  me th a t if we are com - 
m itted  to a single possible scenario as to w hat may 
happen in the fu ture  we may be blind to th rea ts  th a t may

Christian Greetings from Uganda.
I am a lonely widow aged th irty -n in e  years but w hen I 
came across your earlier Spectrum m agazine copy pub- 
lished som e years ago, and w hen I read some articles, I 
felt a belonging  to a certa in  family. “T h e  family of G od.” 
Because my family go t devoured by the devil when my 
husband was executed by tbe m erciless te rro ris ts  in our 
co u n try  in these endless cruel wars, some six years ago!! 
Please send me a recent copy o f Spectrum m agazine and 
fu rth e r inform  me of the individual charges for a single 
copy monthly. M y son and dau g h ter who are adolescents 
also found this m agazine a blessing. It will be sooth ing  
to our family.

Mawanda Catherine 
W obulenzi, U ganda

The Conditional Nature of Prophecy
T h e  sum m er 1999 issue of Spectrum was, in my 

judgm en t, one o f the best. I especially appreciated the 
article by R einder B ruinsm a on A dventists and C atho- 
lies. I am a retired  A dventist m inister, and I love our 
church very  much. However, I have been troubled over 
our failure to recognize and appreciate the changes tha t 
have come in the Roman Catholic C hurch and the 
dogged determ ination  on the p a rt o f m any to  en te r into 
a fo rtress m en tality  and p retend  it is “us” against the 
rest o f the C hristian  world. I th ink we should appreciate 
o th er C hristians when we can.

B ruinsm a does sta te  twice in his article th a t it is 
very  difficult to b ring  about a change in our a ttitudes 
w ithou t appearing  to be attack ing  E llen W hite. Since I 
have been troubled over this issue for some time, I am 
being bold enough to offer at least an attem pt in the 
d irection  o f change. W hile  I am very com fortable w ith 
the broad outline of the th ree  angels’ m essages and the 
fact th a t they  teach the soon com ing of Jesus the second 
time, I have come to have some m isgivings about the
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those powers do not tell us why observing the seventh 
day as Sabbath is superior to observing the first.

After all, we can attend Christian services on 
Sunday, listen to excellent sermons, hear Jesus extolled 
and Christian m orality upheld on Sunday as well as 
Saturday W hy make such a big deal about one day as 
opposed to another? We are all worshiping the same 
God, accepting the same Savior, and seeking to do God’s 
will insofar as concrete aspects of our daily lives are 
concerned. Aren’t we engaging in a lot of hairsplitting 
and nit-picking?

If I hadn’t been raised in a Sabbath-keeping home,
I would find this point of view persuasive.

My reasoning in support of observing Saturday as 
Sabbath runs somewhat differently. Doing God’s will 
when our own intelligence concurs in the wisdom of his 
commands hardly acknowledges his supremacy in 
establishing m atters of right and wrong. We agree with 
God, so we do his will.

But if God asks us to do som ething that may 
puzzle us— that may even seem a bit arbitrary  on God’s 
part— and we still obey, then we truly acknowledge 
God’s authority over our lives.

I think God wants loyalty based not ju st on our 
own perceptions of right and w rong but also on faith in 
the righteousness of his divine commands, whether or 
not they coincide with our fallible human judgm ent.

Reo M. Christenson
Miamisburg, Ohio

Movie Review
Spectrum s issue of summer 1999 is only the second 

that I have received. I was rather surprised to see the 
review of Star Wars by M arilyn Glaim. To me, movie 
viewing is unchristian. Regardless how they are pack- 
aged, movies are counterproductive forms of entertain- 
ment for the grow th of Christian faith, whether one is a 
Seventh-day Adventist or of some other religious 
persuasion. Granted, there are a few good movies 
around, but should one eat a barrel of trash to benefit 
from a capsule of vitamins? Traditionally, Adventists 
have opposed going to movies; however, in recent years 
the trend is to confirm to this secular world’s entertain- 
m ent standard. It is sad to see that a high-caliber 
journal like Spectrum is sanctioning movie viewing in a 
subtle way. We should devote our time to nourishing our 
spiritual grow th rather than allowing entertainm ent 
devised by Satan to influence us.

W on H. Bae
wbae@compuserve.com

come from another quarter.
I wish that we would adopt the attitude of the 

prophet Daniel, who understood God’s love and attitude 
toward conditional prophecy very well. W hen in Daniel 
4, the prophet tells of a dream that brought a prediction 
that the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar would 
become insane and be driven from his throne for a 
period of years, Daniel did not rejoice at the punish- 
m ent of the pagan king. He did not even rigidly decree 
that God had predicted it and that nothing could be 
done about it. Rather he pleaded with the king to 
change his ways, with the clear inference that this m ight 
bring about a change in the possible prophecy of the 
future.

Sometimes our preconceived view of future events 
leads us to view other churches with so much suspicion 
that we fail to see the good that they may actually be 
doing. Ellen W hite warned us that systems of belief 
that undermine our basically Christian attitudes may be 
suspect. She said during the 1888 crisis, “God deliver 
me from your ideas . . .  if the receiving of these ideas 
would make me so unchristian in my spirit, words, and 
works” as they had become. (Quoted in George B. 
Knight, Angry Saints . . . [W ashington, D.C.: Review and 
Herald, 1989[, 2)

Concerning rigidity in our ideas and cocksure 
belief that we are right on every point, she uttered 
these cautions, “As a people we are certainly in great 
danger, if we are not constantly guarded, of consider- 
ing our ideas, because long cherished, to be Bible 
doctrines.. .and measuring everyone by the rule of our 
interpretation of Bible truth. This is our danger, and 
this would be the greatest evil that could ever come to 
us as a people.” (Quoted in Knight, Angry Saints, 136)

In short, my plea would be that we remain open- 
minded about future events and not eagerly accuse other 
Christians of sinister plots, nor accuse each other of 
apostasy if we do not always view every detail of 
prophecy in exactly the same way.

Charles G. Edwards
Wenatchee, W ashington

On Sabbath Keeping
In defending the validity of observing the seventh- 

day Sabbath (Spectrum, sum m er 1999) no w riter made a 
point that is im portant to me.

Our native intelligence tends to support all Ten 
Commandments except the fourth. But while our 
reasoning powers can readily grasp the importance of 
not being a polytheist, not killing, not stealing, etc.,
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