
Saving the Children

By Bonnie Dwyer

The children in the Gisimba
orphanage were starving. They 

had no water; kids were being killed 
and were dying from dysentery. It 
was 1994 and a massacre was under 
way in Rwanda. Foreigners were 
given a seventy-two-hour window to 
leave, but ADRA director Carl 
Wilkins had made the decision to 
stay and try to help.

“Probably the most incredible 
experience was [when] I had gone to 
the colonel fin Kigali].... He was out 
of town that day, but his assistant 
[was] eating down in the basement.... 
[He] said, ‘. .. you won’t believe it— 
the prime minister’s here.... Ask him.’” 

Asking the prime minister seemed 
like the stupidest thing you could 
imagine, Wilkins told the PBS broad
cast “Frontline” that featured his story 
on the anniversary of the genocide.

To ask the guy who was orches
trating the genocide seemed ludi
crous, and yet Wilkins felt like he 
had no other option.

“Just go out in the hallway. He’s 
in the next office. When he comes 
out, ask him,” Wilkins was told.

“So I went out [into the hall
way] ... and [a] door opens. 
Everybody snaps to attention, and 
here comes [the prime minister] and 
his little entourage. They’re coming

down the hall, and I am, too.”
“I put out my hand and I said, 

’Mr. Prime Minister, I’m Carl 
Wilkins, the director of ADRA.’”

He stops and looks at me, and 
then he takes my hand and shakes it 
and said, ‘Yes, I’ve heard about you 
and your work. How is it?’”

“I said, ‘Well, honestly, sir, it’s 
not very good right now. The 
orphans at Gisimba are surrounded 
and I think there’s going to be a mas
sacre, if there hasn’t been already.’”

He turns around, talks to some of 
his aides or whatever [and he turns 
back to me and] he says, “We re aware 
of the situation, and those orphans are 
going to be safe. I’ll see to it.’”

“So what’s that mean? Now are 
they going to go and kill them? 
What’s it mean? But there were cer
tain times in this thing where you 
just [have to say], I’ve done every
thing I could.... I chose to go home.
I chose to trust. You recognize that 
it’s not about you. You’re not it. 
There’s bigger things happening 
again. So I went home and they were 
safe, and that was just a couple of 
days later that they were all moved 
to a safer part of a bad town. “

Wilkins concluded his interview 
by saying, “I’m thankful that people 
remember this ten years later, 
because there [are] people in 
Rwanda who will never forget it, and 
we need to have a connection. We 
need to live for each other.”

South Pacific Division 
Convenes Ellen W hite 

Summit

By Arthur Patrick

Ellen White continues to evoke 
hostile attack, intense study, and 

spirited support in the South Pacific 
Division, where a lively tradition 
of discussion about the prophet has 
evolved.

In 1999, the South Pacific 
Division (SPD) of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church developed a five- 
page “A Strategy Document for a 
Better Appreciation of the Ministry 
and Writings of Ellen G. White,” 
and more recently held a summit on 
the prophet.

The summit convened February 
2—5, 2004, on the campus of 
Avondale College, drawing 104 
participants from the division’s vast 
territories. Guest presenters from 
the United States were historian 
Gary Land from Andrews Univer
sity; New Testament specialist Jon 
Paulien from the SDA Theological 
Seminary at Andrews University; 
and James Nix, director of the 
White Estate at the General 
Conference headquarters in Silver 
Spring, Maryland.

Local presenters included a 
range of specialists in biblical stud
ies, theology, history, medicine, and



c h u rch  lead ersh ip . A  series o f  n a r r a 
tio n s  by  a w om an  an d  severa l m en  
u n d e r  th e  title , “M y  P erso n a l 
Jo u rn e y  w ith  E llen  W h ite ,” w as a 
h e a r t-w a rm in g  fea tu re  o f  th e  th re e  
ev en in g  p ro g ra m s. T h e  C h u rch  
in te n d s  to  a u g m e n t th ese  te s t i
m on ies w ith  th o se  o f  o th e rs  and  
p u b lish  th em  as a book.

T o p ics  in c lu d ed  in sp ira tio n ; 
F u n d a m e n ta lism , an d  its  im p ac t on  
A d v en tism ; b ib lical p e rsp e c tiv e s  on 
p ro p h e ts  and  p ro p h ecy ; and  th e  
re sp o n s ib ili ty  o f  a fa ith  c o m m u n ity  
to  te s t  c la im s th a t  in d iv id u a ls  have 
th e  g if t  o f  p rophecy . T h e re  w as 
d iscu ss io n  o f  w h y  E lle n  W h ite ’s 
w r it in g s  a re  n o t  c o n sid e red  in  th e  
sam e w ay  as th e  b ib lical canon .
T h e  D a m m o n  affair, in  w h ich  
M ille r ite  p re a c h e r  Is ra e l D am m o n  
w as a r re s te d  w h ile  le a d in g  a n o isy  
m e e tin g  soon  a fte r  th e  G re a t  
D isa p p o in tm e n t o f  1844 w as also  
d iscussed .

In  ad d itio n , D o n  M cM ah o n , a 
m ed ical spec ia lis t from  M e lb o u rn e , 
re p o r te d  on  h is co m p ariso n  be tw een  
lifesty le  p rin c ip le s  found  in  E llen  
W h ite ’s w r itin g s  and  th o se  o f  o th e r  
n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  h e a lth  re fo rm 
ers. M c M a h o n ’s ana ly ses offered  a 
fresh  w ay  to  assess E llen  W h ite ’s 
h e a lth  w ritin g s .

T h e  su m m it b u ilt so lid ly  upon  
th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  In te rn a tio n a l 
P ro p h e tic  G u id an ce  w o rk sh o p  o f  
1982, p ro b ab ly  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t 
ev en t o f  its  k in d  in  SD A  h is to ry  
re la tiv e  to  E llen  W h ite . I t  d em o n 
s tra te d  th e  va lue  o f  b ib lical stud ies, 
sy s te m a tic  theo logy , and  h is to rica l 
s tu d ie s  for th o se  w h o  w ou ld  u n d e r
s ta n d  w ell and  apply  fa ith fu lly  E llen  
W h ite ’s w ritin g s .

A  tw e lv e -p ag e  sh e a f  o f  re sp o n s 
es from  su m m it a tte n d e e s  now  
in fo rm s th e  o n g o in g  w o rk  o f  th e  
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as it  seeks to  lead  th e  C h u rch  to  
im p lem en t E llen  W h ite ’s legacy  in 
a m o d e rn  se ttin g .

F o r a re p o rt o f the  sum m it, see 
the  F e b ru a ry  21 , 2004, edition  o f  the  
S P D  Record a t < w w w .record .net.au>. 
T h e  W eb site also includes an ed ito 
rial, four in terview s, and  m any le tte rs  
on  th is  topic th ro u g h o u t issues pu b 
lished in F e b ru a ry  and  M arch  2004.

Arthur Patrick is a research fellow at Avondale 
College, Cooranbong, Australia.

The Apocalypse at 
Carnegie Hall

By Stefanie Johnson

V i r tu o so  V irg in ia  G e n e  R itte n -  
h o u se  m ay  have d e g re e s  from  

som e o f  th e  m o s t p re s tig io u s  m usic  
c o n se rv a to r ie s  in  th e  w o rld  and  a 
p e rso n a lity  capab le  o f  d e fy in g  d ig 
n ita r ie s  o r  b o rd e r  g u a rd s  w h en  
necessary , b u t on  T uesday , M a rc h  
2, sh e  w as v isib ly  n e rvous.

“I w o r ry  th a t  th e  m usic  w ill 
n o t  do  th e  w o rd s  ju s tic e ,” she  to ld  
us. P e rh ap s  an y o n e  w o u ld  sw eat a t 
th e  p ro sp e c t o f  c o m p o s in g  m usic  
fo r w o rd s  from  th e  book  o f  R eve
la tio n , w h ich  include: “She has 
m ade  all n a tio n s  d r in k  o f  th e  w ine 
o f  th e  w ra th  o f  h e r  fo rn ic a tio n .” 
P a rticu la rly , if, as in th is  case, th e  
p iece w as p re m ie r in g  a t C a rn e g ie  
H a ll in  N ew  Y ork City.

T o  be honest, we m usicians w ere 
nervous, too. Like a difficult and well
loved book, ou r sheet m usic w as b lan
keted w ith  penciled notations. A t the  
dress rehearsal, only hours before, 
dynam ics w ere still being  added, notes 
stripped, and harm onies rearranged .

W h ile  sh e  w o rr ie d  a b o u t d o in g  
th e  w o rd s  ju s tic e , w e, as usual, 
p an ick ed  a b o u t l iv in g  up  to  h e r  
e x p e c ta tio n s . S he w a n te d  us to  be

h e r  A a ro n , to  find  a w ay  to  sp eak  
th is  v is io n — n o  sm a ll ta sk .

T h e  verba l spectacle o f  Revela
tion  as m an ifested  in R itten h o u se ’s 
o ra to rio , The Vision o f the Apocalypse, 
is an  equally  ch a llen g in g  m elodic 
m o n tag e  o f  b lis te r in g  b ra ss  fanfares, 
a tonal w oodw ind  gauze, and  d riv in g  
syncopated  rh y th m s. T h e  o rc h e s tra 
tion  is epic. T h e  con trab asso o n , u su 
ally re leg a ted  to  oom -pah  obscurity , 
ancho rs  a ra re  e x h ib it o f  o rc h e s tra l 
possib ility  sp rink led  w ith  a lto  flute, 
harp , and  E  flat c la rine t. F o u r vocal 
so lo ists  jo in  tw o  choirs, one on  s tag e  
and  one in th e  f irs t balcony.

A t 7:30, C o n d u c to r Jam es B ing
ham  lifted  his baton , and R itte n -  
house spoke: “I am  A lpha and  
O m ega-—th e  B eg in n in g  and  th e  
E n d .” T h e  T h re e  A n g e ls’ m essage 
fo rm s th e  co re  o f  fou rteen  m ove
m ents, in c lu d in g  “B abylon Is F a llen ,” 
“H ere  is th e  Patience,” “N o  N ig h t 
T h e re ,” and  “R esu rrec tio n .” A t the  
la s t n o te  o f  th e  final A m en, th e  audi
ence e ru p te d  in to  a s ta n d in g  ovation.

W ith  th e  app lau se  th u n d e r in g  
in o u r  ears, th e  f irs t c la r in e tis t  
lean ed  fo rw a rd  and  said, “T h e re  a re  
m an y  k in d s  o f  fear. Som e I like, and  
som e I d o n ’t. I liked  th a t  o ne .” H e 
spoke fo r m an y  o f  us. W e have been  
w ith  R itte n h o u se  to  S ow eto  d u r in g  
A p a rth e id , to  C o m m u n is t C hina, to  
A ID S  o rp h an ag es , to  c h u rc h  floo rs 
all over th e  w o rld , and  w e k n o w  
w h a t it feels like to  s te p  o u t in 
so m etim es u n co m fo rtab le  u n c e r
ta in ty , o n ly  to  d iscover th a t  th e  
m usic  is n ev e r in a d eq u a te  w h en  it 
s in g s  th e  gospel.

Oboist Stefanie Johnson makes a living in the 
Center for Law and Public Policy at Columbia 
Union College.
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