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Celebs in Home Circles
A Few Adventists Who Are Known for Being Known— 

and Why We Care

By Alexander Carpenter

Traditionally, Adventists avoided the appearance of
celebrity Not only did the faithful eschew looking and 
dressing like the worldly and made-up famous, but 

even prominence Within the Church worried those who saw 
evidence of a too-human focus. Supporting this fear of lifting 
up and trum peting  W hers, some see/ a h istory  full of 
star preachers, teachers, and healers who have left the fold.
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Comprised of mere pilgrims in this world—and 
educated to prepare for the next—the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church doesn’t attract famous adherents, as 
does the Church of Scientology. Nor have we grown as 
many as the Latter-day Saints, with their singing 
Osmonds, the habitual Covey, and “Jeopardy” know-it-all 
Ken Jennings. When an Andrews University graduate 
appeared on “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire” a few 
years ago, it was Adventist news just because host Regis 
said he had heard of the school. But then he had attend
ed university only twenty minutes away at Notre Dame.

There are a few certified celebrities who grew up 
Adventist, such as Little Richard, Prince, Art Buchwald, 
and Joan Lunden. And, for the record, that rumor about 
Ozzy Osbourne and pals polishing their Black Sabbath 
metal in the halls of Monterey Bay Academy is false.

Actor Cliff Davis, the Chamberlains, and good- 
hearted Leonard Bailey garnered media attention dur
ing the eighties. More recently, in the developing world, 
Adventists have lead a revolution in Fiji, aided genocide 
in Rwanda, and headed the government of Uganda.

Although relatively slim on stars, Adventism itself 
makes a shady appearance in A Cry in the Dark (1988) 
and stars in the fascinating Australian film The Nostra
damus Kid (1992). At least one Seventh-day Adventist 
dies administering hydrotherapy at the Battle Creek 
Sanitarium in the 1994 film The Road to Wellville—with 
Anthony JJopkins as a bucktoothed John Harvey 
Kellogg. Korean Adventism is mentioned on the Warner 
Brother’s “Gilmore Girls” and in the novels of 
Paul Theroux, who calls Adventists “Sevies,” and writer 
David James Duncan references Adventist culture.

Celebrity carries the often-correct stigma of chasing 
the spotlight to generate publicity. The celebrities in the 
Adventist community, although well-known, are recog
nized because of how they use media to accomplish their 
personal calling. In his interview with Spectrum, Doug 
Batchelor pointed out that “people identify with people. 
It’s one thing to read a series of doctrinal beliefs, but 
that can leave you dry without marrying the principles 
to real people. When you can associate a person with 
the teaching it makes it authentic.”

Matching a good-looking face with religion makes it 
more interesting. All those 1960s housewives didn’t watch 
George Vandeman just to hear another text. Twenty-five 
hundred television and radio stations tap into the eighty- 
million-member world of evangelical Christianity. Twice a 
year the largest of these media outlets, Trinity Broad
casting Network (TBN), holds “Praise-a-thons,” which

garner about ninety-million dollars each. And that appar
ently helps out its four-billion-dollar ministry.

O f course, there is an obvious difference between the 
glitz and explicit money collecting of TBN and the sim
ple talk of eighteen-year-old Three Angels Broadcasting 
Network (3ABN). But there is a common gospel that is 
preached, sung about, and prayed for at both: that accepting 
its message will change each person’s life. Both solicit prayer 
requests, both advertise products created by its personalities, 
and both ask for money to share Jesus with others. In  fact, 
3ABN calls itself the ‘Mending Broken People Network.”

With the marital breakup of Danny and Linda 
Shelton, the co-owners of 3ABN, the second largest 
Christian network in North America (in regard to 
number of UHF stations owned and operated) mim
icked too closely that common rite of fame—the 
celebrity breakup, albeit over “spiritual adultery.”

Del Delker, who has been singing around 
Adventism since 1947, reports that the public eye is 
not always fun. As an unmarried women, Del says that 
sometimes people would write “poison pen” letters 
when they thought they saw a telling wink between 
her and members of the King’s Heralds quartet.

Christian media can be a messy mix of money, 
mass religion, and larger-than-life personalities. 
Attract fans and soon the criticizers show up. Drawing 
disciples and then anti-disciples is as common now as 
with Jonathan Edwards, medieval popes, and the 
Corinthian followers of Paul or Apollos or Cephas.

Why do we care about famous Adventists? 
Perhaps for the same reason that we enjoy finding 
friends in common with Adventists we’ve just met. It’s 
a revelation of identity. Just like classical heroes and 
religious saints, we pay attention because often their 
story helps us understand ours. There is a cultural 
connection that runs through the Church; we share 
beliefs, hopes, guilt, and fears. And just as families are 
proud of their good scions and whisper about their 
black sheep, so goes the Church.

But wait, why is celebrity important? Spectrum 
decided to ask a few Adventists who are famous as 
mixers of medium and message. Of course, none of the 
four thought of themselves as celebrity material, 
but let’s face it, they are known for being known. And 
media—books, music, television, Web sites—have 
contributed to their recognition.
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Linda Shelton
Linda Shelton shaped much of the 
program m ing at 3ABN during her 
eighteen years with the organization. 
Her w riting and singing, chats with 
guests, and natural good looks exem
plified the womanly ideal of many 
viewers. In addition to cohosting 
“3ABN Presents” she has recorded at 
least five albums of gospel music.

On the benefit of charismatic media personalities:
S ta tistica lly , w e find  th a t  w ith  C h ris tia n  n e tw o rk s  it is 
th o se  w h o  have d is tin g u ish a b le  le a d e rs  th a t  th r iv e  and  
su rv iv e  in  am a g e  w h e re  th e re  a re  a lo t  o f  o p tio n s  fo r 
T V  v ie w in g  J u s t as th e  p eop le  d em an d ed  a k in g  back 
in  th e  days o f Saul, peop le  w a n t a leader, a v isionary , 
an d  “a p lace  w h e re  th e  b ack  s to p s .” O bv iously  w ith  
le a d e rs  th e re  a re  r isk s  and  p o te n tia l h azard s, b u t th e  
fac t s till re m a in s  th a t  T V  m in is tr ie s  th a t  have th em  
g ro w  at a m uch  fa s te r  pace th a n  th o se  th a t  d o n ’t.

On being famous:
O f co u rse  a t  tim es th e re  w e re  th e  p h o to g ra p h s  and  
a u to g ra p h s .  A t f ir s t ,  I w as  e x tre m e ly  u n c o m fo r ta b le  
w ith  th e s e  re q u e s ts  because  [ fe lt th a t  p e rh a p s  th e y  
looked  a t m e as a n  icon. L a te r  I decided  it w as un fa ir

fo r  m e to  th in k  th is  w ay  b e c a u se  so  m a n y  e x p re s s e d  
th a t  th e y  ju s t  fe lt I w as a p a r t  o f  th e ir  family. T h e re  
a re  so m an y  lo n e ly  peop le  w h o  have been  fo rsak en  by 
th e ir  fam ily  m em bers! C h ris tia n  te lev is io n  fd ls  th e  void 

in  so m an y  p eo p le ’s lives.
I have sw eet m em o ries  o f  p eop le  c o m in g  up and  

te llin g  m e ab o u t th e ir  A u n t B essie o r  U nc le  G e o rg e  
(as if  I knew  them ), s im ply  because  th e y  fe lt th a t  since 
I w as “in th e ir  liv in g  ro o m s” each e v e n in g  I k n ew  all 
a b o u t th e ir  lives. I a lso  have som e in c red ib le  m em o rie s  
o f  peop le  c o m in g  up and  re la t in g  how  th e y  m e t Jesus 
th ro u g h  th e  p ro g ra m s  th e y  saw  on  th e ir  te lev is io n  
sets. I t  w as g e n u in e  . . .  you cou ld  see i t  in  th e ir  eyes 
and  in th e  e x p re ss io n s  on th e ir  faces! T h e se  e x p e r i
ences m ade th e  b lood , sw eat, and  te a rs  w o r th  ev e ry  

m in u te  o f  it.

On being famous for hair:
O n one  occasion  w e w ere  a t A tla n tic  U n io n  C o lleg e  on 
a S abbath  a fte rn o o n . T h e  a u d ito riu m  w as fu ll to  capac
ity  w ith  ab o u t fo u rte e n  h u n d re d  people. A fte rw a rd s  
w e w ere  sh a k in g  h a n d s  and  an  o ld e r  m an  cam e up  to  
m e and  said, “I c u t a p iece o f  y o u r h a ir  to  keep  as a 
so u v e n ir .” I la u g h e d  b ecau se  I th o u g h t  he  w as jo k in g . 
L ater, w h en  som e w om en  w ere  o b se rv in g  th e  back  o f  
m y hair, th e y  d iscovered  th e  m an  w as te llin g  th e  t ru th .  
S till . . .  I ’d ra th e r  have a h a ir  c u t th a n  a ra z o r  tak en  to  
m y rep u ta tio n !

The effect of media on the Adventist Church:
T h e  s ta tis tic s  p ro v e  th a t  te lev ision , th e  In te rn e t ,  and  
rad io  a re  th e  m o s t effective, in ex p en siv e  veh icles to  
reach  th e  m asses w ith  th e  m essag e  o f  Jesus C h ris t  for 
th is  age. In  lig h t o f  th e  fact th a t  th e  w o rld ’s p o p u la tio n  
is g ro w in g  a t a m uch  fa s te r  ra te  th a n  C h ris tian ity , I 
believe th a t  G o d  has p ro v id ed  th ese  to o ls  to  m u ltip ly  
th e  e ffo rts  o f  a few  peop le  to  reach  th e  m asses and  fin 
ish  th e  G ospel C om m ission . T h e re  a re  g ood  and  bad  
p o in ts  to  co n sid er in any  ev an g e lis tic  v e n tu re , b u t w hen  
it com es to  th e  m edia, th e  good  o u tw e ig h s  th e  bad.

On filming with dogs:
I ’ll n ev e r fo rg e t on  one  p a r t ic u la r  day  I w as s h a r in g  a 
d ev o tio n a l th o u g h t  on  cam era  w ith  F lu ffy  and  S h e ltie  
(m y dogs) beside  m e. N o rm a lly  th e y  w ere  q u ite  w ell 
behav ed  on  th e  se t, b u t  on  th is  p a r t ic u la r  day  S h e ltie  
w as p a w in g  and  b itin g  a t Fluffy. J u s t a t th e  m o m e n t 
w h e n  I w as sp e a k in g  a b o u t th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  p eace  
and  tra n q u il i ty  as a p a r t  o f  o u r  c h a ra c te rs , F lu ffy
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sn ap p ed  a t S h e ltie , b a r in g  h e r  te e th  v ic io u s ly  a t h im . 
T h e  c am era  o p e ra to rs  cam e “u n g lu e d ” and  n e a rly  
en d ed  up r o l l in g  on  th e  floo r. N e e d le s s  to  s a y  w e d id  
th e  s e g m e n t all over again .

Differences in gender treatment:
I have ru b b ed  e lbow s w ith  th e  m o s t w e ll-know n p e rso n 
a litie s  in  th e  A d v e n tis t  C h u rch , and  fro m  m y  p e rsp e c 
tive, I d id  n o t  see a p ro fo u n d  d ifference in how  th e  
A d v e n tis t  pub lic  tre a ts  m en  and  w om en  p e rso n a litie s .

Doug Batchelor
Doug Batchelor is director/speaker 
of Amazing Facts, a ten-million- 
dollar-a-year media production and 
training ministry. His riches-to- 
rags story, accessible preaching style, 
and Sabbath morning ubiquity have 
made him the most famous name in 
Adventist television. In addition, 
he is senior pastor of the Sacramento 
Central Seventh-day Adventist church.

On having a public persona:
I g re w  up  w ith  a m o m  w h o  w as in  m o v ies  a n d  on  
n a tio n a l te le v is io n  five d ay s a w eek  so  I saw  e a r ly  on  
th a t  th e  b ig g e r - th a n - l i fe  a u ra  th a t  th e  c a m e ra s  can  
c re a te  is re a lly  an  illu s io n . I h o n e s tly  fo rg e t  th a t  o u r  
p ro g ra m s  a re  on  a ro u n d  th e  w o rld  u n ti l  a s t r a n g e r  
a p p ro a c h e s  m e. I s t i l l  e n jo y  th e  w id e -e y e d  w o n d e r  o f  
k id s  w h o  re c o g n iz e  us fro m  o u r  p ro g ra m s .

S om e e n c o u n te rs  a re  h u m b lin g . O n e  tim e  a c a sh ie r 
a t a C ostco  d isc o u n t s to re  said, “I k n o w  you, y o u ’re  
th a t  a n n o y in g  p re a c h e r  I see on  T V  la te  a t n ig h t .”

The effect of media on Adventist ministry:
1 he to o ls  o f  m o d e rn  m ed ia  p ro v id e  a p ro fo u n d  o p p o r

tu n ity  to  m u ltip ly  th e  m essag es  p re se n te d  befo re  a 
sm all g ro u p  o r  even a s in g le  cam era . In  a d d itio n , i t  is 
m in d  b o g g lin g  to  m e th a t  o u r  c h u rc h  se rv ices  a re  
s tre a m e d  live and  can  be seen  v ir tu a lly  a ro u n d  th e  
w o rld  on  a c o m p u te r  w ith in  seconds. Jesus said: “A nd  
th is  g o sp e l o f  th e  k in g d o m  w ill be p re a c h e d  in  all th e  
w o rld  as a w itn e ss  to  all th e  n a tio n s, and  th e n  th e  end  
w ill co m e” (M att. 24:14). T h e  m ed ia  m akes th is  
p ro p h e c y  an  im m in e n t reality .

Preaching on camera:
D u r in g  a liv e  ta p in g , a s le e p -d e p r iv e d  c a m e ra m e n  
d r if te d  in to  a deep  s lu m b e r  w h ile  I w as p re a c h in g  
befo re  a la rg e  aud ience  and  slid  o ff  o f  h is  s to o l, fa llin g  
to  th e  floor, an d  m a k in g  a t re m e n d o u s  c la tte r . H e 
q u ick ly  sa t back  d ow n  and  c o n tin u e d  w ith  h is  jo b  like 
n o th in g  had  happened , b u t people  teased  m e for p u tt in g  
h im  in to  such  a deep  sleep.

On why people enjoy the story of the time he 
spent living as a “ caveman” during his youth:
I can  o n ly  specu la te  it  is because  th e y  find  asp ec ts  in 
th e  te s t im o n y  th e y  can  re la te  to. P eo p le  seem  to  
r e s o n a te  w ith  th e  q u e s tio n s , d o u b ts , a n d  se a rc h in g , 
as I d id  in  m y  y o u th . M o s t  o f  us a re  d r iv e n  by  th e  
sam e fea rs  and  lo n g in g s .
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Del Delker
Del Delker joined the “Voice of Pro
phecy,” the flagship of Adventist 
media, in 1947. She has participated 
in ninety recordings, including forty- 
five solo albums in English, six in 
Spanish, and two in Portuguese. Her 
fifty-five years of music m inistry 
have allowed her to travel around the 
world, appearing on radio and TV 
hundreds of times.

On the early days of Adventist media:
M e d ia  is a p o w erfu l fo rce  fo r peop le  to  m ee t G od. 
W h a t  H . M . S. [R ichards^] S en io r d id  w as rea lly  show  
how  th e  g o sp e l cou ld  be sp read  by em p lo y in g  b ra n d  
new  tools. M ed ia  rea lly  is a p ow erfu l to o l and  e x te n d s  
th e  C h u rc h 's  influence. I t  reach es m illions o f  people, 
an d  th e re  is no  b e t te r  w ay  Par G o d  to  m ee t them .

On H. M. S. Richards Senior:
In 1947, people w ere still g iv ing  H. M . S. Senior fits about 
his radio m inistry. T h ey  d idn’t th ink  it w as a good use o f 
money. B ut he ju s t  dealt w ith  it by n o t responding. H e was 
really good at g e ttin g  along  w ith  everyone. O ver the  years 
I have su n g  w ith twelve q u arte ts  and all o f  them  w ould 
have laid on railroad tracks for him. H e always com m anded 
respect, bu t he never dem anded it. W e young  em ployees 
w ould crow d in to  the  uncom fortable seats in the  “Voice o f 
Prophecy” lim ousine ju s t  to  be closer to  the  “Chief.”

How to treat famous Adventists:
A ffirm  them , d o n ’t  s lo b b e r over them . T o o  m uch  a tte n 
tio n  is n o t  g ood  fo r people.

A funny occurrence:
W h ile  in B razil, I w as to  s in g  fo r a te lev is io n  b ro a d 
cast. O ften  in p o o re r  c o u n tr ie s  it  is ch e a p e r to  tap e  th e  
p ro g ra m  and  th e n  p lay  it  la ter. I w as lip -sy n c in g  th e  
so n g  and  I fe lt th a t  so m e th in g  w as w ro n g  so I s ig 
n a led  fo r th e m  to  c u t th e  m usic  so w e cou ld  r e s ta r t .  I t  
d id n ’t w o rk  so I s ta r te d  w a v in g  m y a rm s  w ild ly  and  
m a k in g  th e  c u t- th ro a t  s igna l. E v e ry o n e  looked  h o r r i
fied and  th e n  so m eo n e  m o u th e d  to  m e th a t  i t  w as a live 
b ro ad cas t. I tr ie d  to  fin ish , b u t re a liz in g  th a t  I had  
ac ted  like an id io t I b u rs t  in to  tea rs , hu m ilia ted .

On early success:
W h e n  I f ir s t  s a n g  in  f ro n t  o f  a la rg e  aud ience  m y  head  
a lm o st popped  w ith  p ride . B u t I fe lt th e  peace th a t  I 
knew  w as from  G o d  leave m e. So I ru sh e d  in to  a v in e 
y a rd — th is  w as in Lodi, C a lifo rn ia— and  p ray ed  to  G o d  
to  take m y  voice aw ay if  I co u ld n ’t g e t  th a t  peace back. 
T h e  d a n g e r  w ith  h a v in g  a h ig h  p ro file  is th a t  i t  can  go 

to  a p e rs o n ’s head.

How Adventists treat their famous women:
A d v e n tis t m en  c u rre n tly  tre a t  A d v e n tis t  w o m en  b e t te r  
th a n  th e y  used  to. I’ve c e rta in ly  suffered  fro m  m ale  
ch auv in ism . B u t now  so m etim es I am  asked to  speak  
d u r in g  th e  e leven  o ’clock  serv ice . E ven  a t th e  “Voice o f  
P rophecy ,” th e re  w ere  som e w h o  th o u g h t th a t  th e y  
sh o u ld n ’t have a w om en  a ro u n d , espec ia lly  since  th e y  
th o u g h t I w a sn ’t  qualified , since  I ca n ’t  re a d  m usic.

I t  has been  in te re s t in g  over th e  years. S o m etim es 
th e re  has been  a lo t  to  p u t  up  w ith . O r ig in a lly  all I 
w a n te d  to  do w as go  to  A n d re w s  U n iv e rs ity  and  
m a r ry  a fella w ho  w as g o in g  to  be m in is te r. I w o u ld n ’t 
have d o n e  all th is  if  I h a d n ’t been  called  in to  it.
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Ben Carson
Ben Carson’s use of books to broad
cast his educational philosophy has 
made him the most famous Adventist 
today In addition to leading pediatric 
neurosurgery  at Johns Hopkins 
Children’s Center, he serves on the 
board of Kellogg Company, Costco, 
and the Yale C orporation, and 
operates, with his wife, the Carson 
Scholars Fund, which rewards 
students in grades 4—12 for superior 
academic achievement.

On being famous:
W h e n  I w alk  d o w n  th e  ha llw ay  in  th e  h o sp ita l peop le  
call o u t, “I t ’s D r. C arso n , oh  m y  god . C an  you  take  a 
p ic tu re  w ith  m e?” T h e re  a re  g o o d  th in g s . Back in  th e  
days before  I alw ays flew  f ir s t  c lass th e  a t te n d a n t 
w o u ld  re c o g n iz e  m e and  g ive  m e a free  u p g ra d e . T h e re  
is no  q u e s tio n  th a t  you  g e t  d iffe ren t tre a tm e n t. I 
b o u g h t a c a r  once  an d  th e y  said  th a t  th e y  w ou ld  g ive

m e an in c red ib le  d isc o u n t an d  th e n  th e y  also  d o n a ted  
m o n ey  to  m y fo u n d a tio n . You g e t  d iffe ren t tre a tm e n t; 
th e re  is no  q u e s tio n  ab o u t th a t. E v en  fro m  th e  police.

On celebrities:
W h e n  you see so m eb o d y  o ften  th ro u g h  m ed ia  th e re  is 
ad u la tio n . A n d  I th in k  th a t  a lo t o f  th a t  com es from  
n o t h a v in g  p ro p e r  p e rsp ec tiv e . I love everybody . C h r is t  
d ied  fo r everybody , b u t I do  n o t g e t  e x c ited  a b o u t p eo 
ple. I ’ll do  a n y th in g  fo r th e  j a n i to r  o r  fo r th e  p re s id e n t 
b e c a u se  th e y  a re  a ll G o d ’s c h ild re n . You know , yo u  
look  a t E n g la n d — th e  q u een , th e  p rin c e — th e y  p u t 
th e i r  p a n ts  on  j u s t  like  e v e ry o n e  e lse . A n d  h o w  w e 
tre a t  th e m  is th e  h e ig h t o f  absu rd ity , q u ite  frankly .
W h y  do  peo p le  w a n t to  h e a r  w h a t a c e le b rity  has to  
say? T h e y  d o n ’t  k n o w  a n y th in g . I t  is so artific ia l.

By s ta r t in g  th e  C a rso n  S c h o la rs  F u n d  I am  tr y in g  
to  he lp  peo p le  see th a t  th e re  is a d iffe re n t p e rsp e c tiv e  
and  w e a re  m a k in g  p ro g re s s . I j u s t  cam e back  to  m y  
office an d  m y  office m a n a g e r  to ld  m e, to  m y  g re a t  
s u rp r is e , th a t  I ’ve b een  s e le c te d  fo r  an  a w a rd  th a t  I 

c a n n o t m e n tio n  n o w  b ecau se  it 
h a s n ’t  been  a n n o u n ced . B u t I am  
re c e iv in g  $250,000 fo r th e  c h a r i ty  
o f  m y  choice, w h ich  o f  c o u rse , is 
m y sc h o la rsh ip  fund . T h e re  a re  so 
m a n y  w o n d e rfu l th in g s  th a t  I fu lly  
re c o g n iz e  as th e  L o rd ’s do ing .

On his story:
A lo t  o f  p e o p le  feel th a t  th e y  can  
id en tify  w ith  m e because I cam e 
fro m  a s i tu a tio n  w h e re  I h ad  low  
self-esteem , th in g s  w e re n ’t  g o in g  
w ell. A  lo t o f  poverty , a b roken  fam 
ily, te rr ib le  tem per, so m e th in g  ju s t  
ab o u t every o n e  can  iden tify  w ith .
I m ake it c lea r to  th o se  p eop le  th a t  
I am  no  gen ius. I say: “You do y o u r 
b e s t and  G o d  w ill do  th e  re s t .”

On seeing children who remind him of himself:
I m ee t th e m  all th e  tim e. A n d  I so m e tim es  te ll th e m  
th a t  th e y  a re  ju s t  like m e. A n d  th a t  seem s to  he lp  som e 
o f  them . I h e a r  a m a z in g  s to rie s  o f  tra n s it io n s  in  ch il
d re n  w h o  have read  th e  books, o r  seen  an  in te rv ie w  on
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te lev is io n , o r  h e a rd  o n e  o f  m y speeches. A nd  th a t  is 
ac tu a lly  m o re  im p o r ta n t  to  m e th a n  m y p r im a ry  jo b  as 
a su rg e o n , because  o n ly  one  p e rso n  a t a tim e  is in 
th e  o p e ra tin g  room . B u t th ro u g h  th e  p la tfo rm  th a t  th e  
L o rd  has p ro v id ed  I can  to u ch  th o u sa n d s— if n o t m il
lio n s— o f  lives. N o t fo r one  m o m e n t do  I feel th a t  I am  
s m a r t  e n o u g h  o r  g ood  en o u g h  to  have d o n e  all th e se  
th in g s . I t  is v e ry  c lea r to  m e w h o  is rea lly  b eh in d  it.

On a Christian public persona:
I do  a lo t  o f  p u b lic  speak ing , in c lu d in g  a t secu la r u n i
v ers itie s . I n e v e r g ive  a speech  w ith o u t peop le  k n o w in g  
th a t  I am  a C h r is t ia n . A n d  th a t  is w h a t d r iv e s  m e.
I m ake i t  v e ry  c lea r to  p eop le  th a t  if  i t ’s n o t  th e ir  bag, 
th a t ’s fine, b u t  I w a n t to  ta lk  a b o u t w h a t d riv e s  m e.
I f  th e y  a re  B u d d h is t, th a t  d o e s n ’t  o ffend  m e, and  m y 
C h r is t ia n i ty  sh o u ld n ’t  o ffend  th em .

If  you are  “successful,” th e  th in g  th a t is beh ind  you 
becom es in te re s tin g  to  people. T h e y  w a n t to  know : H ow  
did  th is  g u y  g e t there?  W h a t d rives him ? A nd I believe 
th a t th a t is an effective w ay to  lift up G o d ’s nam e.

On speaking to kids and bankers:
I f  I am  sp e a k in g  to  a g ro u p  o f  p oo r, in n o c e n t k ids,
I w ill choose  d iffe re n t a sp ec ts  o f  m y s to ry  th a n  if  I am  
ta lk in g  to  a b a n k e rs ’ co n v en tio n . In  th e  f ir s t  g ro u p , I 
sp en d  a lo t  o f  tim e  ta lk in g  ab o u t how  I fe lt w hen  I w as 
k n o w n  as a dum m y, w h y  I la sh ed  o u t, and  how  th a t  

w as in ju rio u s  to  m e.
W h e n  I’m  ta lk in g  to  a g ro u p  o f  b ankers, I w ill 

em p h asize  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  s to ry  th a t  show s th e  p o te n 
tia l  th a t  co u ld  be  w a s te d  if  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  w e re n ’t 
g ra n te d . I p o in t o u t to  them : to  w hom  m uch  is g iven , 
m uch  is ex p ec ted . I k n o w  m an y  “successfu l” people, 
and  th e  ones w h o  are  hap p y  and  fu lfilled  a re  n o t  n eces
sa rily  b illio n a ires , b u t  a re  th e  ones m a k in g  a difference.

The thinking behind the Carson Scholars Fund:
W e’d go  in to  schoo ls  and  see tro p h ie s  fo r a ll-s ta te  
sp o rts , and  th e  q u a r te rb a c k  w as th e  b ig  m an  on  cam 
pus. B u t th e  academ ic s u p e rs ta r  w as a n e rd  o r  a geek. 
T h a t  is th e  re a so n  w e a re  d o in g  so p o o rly  v is-a -v is  
o th e r  n a tio n s, p a r tic u la r ly  in  science and  m ath . A nd  so 
C an d y  [h is  w ife [ and  I s ta r te d  g iv in g  th o u sa n d -d o lla r  
sc h o la rsh ip s  o u t o f  o u r  ow n  pocket to  s tu d e n ts  w ith  
in c red ib le  academ ic ach iev em en t and  w ho  d e m o n s tra t

ed  ca re  fo r o th e r  people.
T h e  m o n ey  w o u ld  go  in to  a t r u s t  fund  developed

by o u r  financia l peop le  and  th e  s tu d e n t g e ts  a tro p h y  
ev e ry  b it as im p ressiv e  as any  s p o r ts  tro p h y  you have 
seen. T h e y  g e t a m edal, th e y  go  to  a b a n q u e t, th e y  
g e t local p re ss  a tte n tio n . W e p u t th e m  on  th e  sam e 

p ed esta l as th e  a th le tic  su p e rs ta r .
T h e  c o n c e p t b e in g : w e ’re  s a y in g  th a t  w h a t w ill 

keep us on th e  fo re fro n t is n o t  th e  ab ility  to  sh o o t 
a tw en ty -fIv e -fo o t ju m p  sh o t b u t th e  ab ility  to  so lve a 
q u a d ra tic  eq u a tio n . So w e have to  em p h asize  th a t.
W e w ere  e n c o u ra g e d  because  w e cou ld  see th e  effects, 
n o t  j u s t  on  th e  h o n o re d  s tu d e n ts ,  b u t  a lso  on  th o s e  
a ro u n d  them . A nd  som e te a c h e rs  have to ld  us th a t  th e  
g ra d e  p o in t av erag e  in th e ir  c la ssro o m s has g o n e  up 
a w ho le  p o in t fo r th e  n e x t  y e a r  b ecause  ev e ry b o d y  w as 

t ry in g  so m uch  hard er.
T h e  D e la w a re  le g is la tu re  u n a n im o u s ly — all th e  

D e m o c ra ts  a n d  R e p u b lic a n s— a llo c a te d  $500 th o u 
sa n d  fo r o u r  s c h o la rs h ip  fu n d  to  be  m a tc h e d  by  th e  
p r iv a te  se c to r, a n d  th e y  a re  g o in g  to  g iv e  a n o th e r  
$500 th o u s a n d  fo r th is  n e x t  y e a r  so  th a t  th e y  can  
e n d o w  all th e ir  sc h o o ls  w ith  th e  p ro g ra m . W e a re  in 
e ig h t  s ta te s  a lre a d y  a n d  w e a re  m o v in g  in to  se v e ra l 
m o re  th is  year. A n d  G o d  w illin g , by  th e  tim e  I die, 
e v e ry  fo u r th  a n d  fif th  g r a d e r  w ill see  th a t  th e y  can  
g e t  th e  sam e k in d  o f  a t te n t io n  fo r s u p e r io r  acad em ic  
p e r fo rm a n c e  an d  h u m a n ita r ia n  q u a lit ie s  as th e y  can  

fo r a th le t ic  p ro w ess .

Currently reading:
I p ro b ab ly  g e t  th re e  books a w eek  th a t  peop le  sen d  to  
m e. I ju s t  g o t one  today, w h a t w as i t  ca lled? O h  yeah , 
i t ’s t i t le  is so m e th in g  like b e in g  rich  w ith o u t g u ilt.
I am  k in d  o f  a n x io u s  to  read  it. A ctually , th e  book  I am  
c u r r e n t ly  re a d in g  r ig h t  n o w  is th e  Desire of Ages, 
fo r th e  u m p te e n th  tim e . I am  g e t t in g  re a d y  to  w r ite  
a n o th e r  b o o k  sh o rtly . I t ’ll be  a b o u t ta k in g  risk s .

Alexander Carpenter handles special projects for Spectrum  and the 
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