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The Sanctuary:
The Essence of Adventism

B y Norman H. Young

The Seventh-day Adventist Church often treats moral 
lapses more tolerantly than a sincere doubt expressed 
about our exposition of the 2,300-day teaching in 
Daniel 8:14. W hy is this so? Undoubtedly because 
the scripture which above all others had been the foundation and 

the central pillar of the advent faith was the declaration” of
^  | V | ........

Daniel 8:14? As Arnold Wallenkampf notes, “Christ’s present-day 
ministry in the heavenly sanctuary” is one of the only “jewel[V] of 
truth” not gathered from other churches.2

The sanctuary, then, is nominated as our 
only unique belief. To question this belief is 
seen as questioning the validity of our origins, 
and as doubting the genuineness of the expe­
rience of the Lord’s leading in our past. But 
what is the essence of this teaching? To 
address that question, I wish first to say what 
the essence of the sanctuary teaching is not.

What the Essence Is Not
The Atonement

The sanctuary teaching is related to the 
atonement, but it is not the atonement prop­
er. That honored status belongs exclusively 
to the single event of Calvary’s cross in the

first century. No heavenly process that com­
menced in the nineteenth century must 
usurp Calvary’s supreme position within the 
Christian faith. Paul sets the agenda for all 
our preaching and teaching: “For I decided 
to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified” (l Cor. 2:2).

In the previous chapter, Paul asserts . 
that he had been sent to proclaim the 
gospel, and that he did so in simple dic­
tion “so, that the cross of Christ might 
not be emptied of its power” (l Cor. 1:
17). Note that Paul here equates pro­
claiming the gospel with preaching the 
cross of Christ. No wonder he declared, 
“May I never boast of anything except
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th e  c ro ss  o f  o u r  L o rd  Je su s  C h r is t” (G a l. 6:14).
A ll th e  redem ptive  w ords o f  th e  N ew  T e s ta m e n t are 

a ttach ed  to  th e  death  o f  C h ris t on  th e  cross. N e ith e r his 
sin less life n o r  even his resu rrec tio n , and ce rta in ly  n o t 
his heavenly  in te rcession , are  ever re la ted  to  th e  redem p­
tive te rm s  o f  th e  N ew  T e s ta m e n t in the  w ay th e  cross is.

Architecture
N o r  does th e  essen ce  o f  th e  h eaven ly  s a n c tu a ry  deal 
w ith  ce lestia l a rc h ite c tu re . “N o  m o rta l m ind  can  p en e ­
tr a te  th e  sec recy  in  w h ich  th e  M ig h ty  O n e  dw ells  and 

w o rk s ,” w rite s  E lle n  W h ite .3
T h e re  is l i t t le  d o u b t th a t  m o s t o f  o u r  p io n ee rs  

th o u g h t  o f  th e  heav en ly  s a n c tu a ry  as c o n s is tin g  o f  tw o  
physica l room s, and  th a t  in  1844 Jesus lite ra lly  m oved 
fro m  th e  o u te r  ro o m  in to  th e  in n e r  one. B u t such  an 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  is su re ly  n o t th e  essence  o f  th e  sa n c tu ­
a ry  teach in g . I f  a sh ift from  one  ro o m  to  a n o th e r  by 
th e  e x a lte d  C h r is t  is o u r  u n iq u e  “jew e l o f  t r u th ,” to  use 
W a lle n k a m p f’s te rm , th e n  it is a r a th e r  cheap  baub le

Does any Adventist live his or her

an d  g ives us a v e ry  t r i te  la s t-d a y  m essage.
F o r  th is  re a so n  th e  C o n sen su s  D o c u m e n t th a t  

e m e rg e d  fro m  th e  G la c ie r  V iew  C onfe rence  o f  1980 
speaks o n ly  o f  a f ir s t  ph ase  o f  h eaven ly  m in is try  in 
w h ich  “Jesus co n tin u a lly  app lies th e  b enefits  o f  H is 
sacrifice  fo r us,” and  o f  a final p h ase  in w hich  “ju d g ­
m e n t, v in d ica tio n  and  c le a n s in g ” take p lace.4 T h e re  is 
no  re fe ren ce  in  th e  d o c u m e n t o f  m o v in g  from  one 
a p a r tm e n t to  an o th er.

Veils
T h e  essen ce  o f  th e  h eaven ly  s a n c tu a ry  is n o t  ab o u t 
veils, e ither. D oes th e  h eaven ly  s a n c tu a ry  have tw o  
veils, one  veil, o r  no  veils? D id  Jesus go  th ro u g h  th e  
o u te r  veil a t h is a scen sio n  an d  th e  in n e r  one  in 1844? 
T h a t ’s w h a t o u r  p io n e e rs  ta u g h t. O r  d id  Jesus p en e ­
tr a te  b eyond  b o th  veils a t h is  a scension?  O r does th e  
issue  deal m o re  w ith  th eo lo g ica l m e a n in g s  th a n  p h y si­
cal n u m b e rs  o r  p o s itio n s?

A cco rd in g  to  th e  C onsensus D ocum en t, “th e  sym ­
bolic lan g u ag e  o f  th e  M o st H oly  Place, ‘w ith in  th e  veil,’ 
is used to  assu re  us o f  o u r full d irect, and  free access to  
G o d  ([H e b .]  6:19-20; 9:24—28; 10:l-4).”5 I f  th is  is true , 
th en  H ebrew s shou ld  n o t be in te rp re te d  as p ro v id in g  the  
details o f  celestial a rch itec tu re , b u t ra th e r  th e  m eans for 
c larify ing  th e  benefits th a t re su lt from  C h ris t’s death.

Old Testament Types
The essence of the heavenly sanctuary is not defined 
by Old Testament types, except as they are interpreted 
by the New Testament. Hebrews asserts that Christ 
sat down or entered the heavenly sanctuary “after he 
had made purification for sins” (1:3) and “after he had 
obtained eternal redemption” (9:12). Christ entered 
into the presence of God at his ascension not to com­
plete the atonement, but having completed it.

The cross, and not some heavenly offering, fulfills 
the Old Testament blood-aspersion types. The New 
Testament, and not the Old Testament types, is defini­
tive in interpreting the cross of Christ. This is why the 
Consensus Document states that “He [Jesus)] is the 
reality symbolized by the Day of Atonement sacrifices, 
as by all the ancient services.”6

Precise Dates
Finally , th e  essence  o f  th e  h eaven ly  s a n c tu a ry  is n o t 
p rec ise  dates. T h e  C o n sen su s  D o c u m e n t co n ceded  th a t

Christian life focused on a date?

a lth o u g h  th e  idea o f  ta k in g  a day in  p ro p h e c y  fo r a 
y e a r cou ld  be b ib lically  su p p o rte d , it  w as “n o t e x p lic it­
ly iden tified  [ in  S c r ip tu re ]  as a p rin c ip le  o f  p ro p h e tic  
in te rp re ta t io n .”7 A nd  th a t’s a m ajo r concession.

In practice few Adventists give any thought to 
the year 1844. Does any Adventist live his or her 
Christian life focused on a date? Indeed, I know of no 
creed or any other denomination (unless it is the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’) in the whole of Christian histo­
ry that makes a date the test of orthodoxy. The New 
Testament does not spend any time attempting to 
calculate the time sequences of Daniel; not the times, 
times and half a time of chapter 7; not the seventy 
sevens of chapter 9; not the 2,300 evenings and 
mornings of chapter 8, and not the 1,290 and 1,335 
days of chapter 12.8

C a lv a ry  is n o t  a b o u t a d a te . G o sp e l a c c o u n ts  
o f  th e  c ru c if ix io n  d a te  th e  e v e n t  o f  C h r i s t ’s d e a th  
w h ile  P o n tiu s  P i la te  w a s  p re fe c t  o f  Ju d e a  (26-36 
C .E .). T h a t  is as e x a c t  as th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t  g e ts . 
J u s t  as th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  C a lv a ry  is n o t  th e  d a te  o f  
i ts  o c c u r re n c e  b u t i ts  m e a n in g , so  th e  e s se n c e  o f  th e  
s a n c tu a r y  te a c h in g  is n o t  an  e x a c t  d a te  b u t  i ts  

m e a n in g .
D e sp ite  w h a t m a n y  A d v e n tis ts  have o ften  m is ta k -
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en ly  th o u g h t, th e  essen ce  o f  th e  s a n c tu a ry  te a c h in g  is 
n o t  a h eaven ly  a to n e m e n t, n o t  a p a r tm e n ts , n o t  veils, 
n o t  O ld  T e s ta m e n t types, and  n o t dates. I f  th a t  is th e  
case, w h a t, th e n , is th e  essence?

The Essence of the Sanctuary Teaching

Conditionality of Salvation
Our pioneers felt that if one accepted that the atone­
ment was finished at the cross, then either the elect 
alone had their sins forgiven (Calvinism) or everyone 
did (Universalism). By restricting the atonement to the 
first and second apartments they thought they had 
found a middle ground: the first apartment was an 
atonement universally available and the second apart­
ment was an atonement limitedly applied to those 
“who have confessed and forsaken their sins.”9 There is 
a valuable insight here, but it needs to be restated so as 
not to downgrade the cross-event.

According to the Bible, the atonement in some sub­
lime way neutralized the disruptive power of sin and 
allowed humans to be reconciled to God. God reconciled 
the world unto himself through the death of Christ 
(2 Cor. 5:19), but each individual is now urged to be rec­
onciled to God (v. 20). Through the death of his Son, 
God bore within himself the cost of his forgiveness, but 
that forgiveness is not simply a mechanical cover of our 
sins; it is an invitation to fellowship again with God.

T h e  offer o f  fo rg iv en ess  is un iversa l, b u t th e  ex p e ­
rien ce  o f  th e  r e s u lta n t  fe llow ship  is p e rso n a l. Ju s t as th e  
p u rp o se  o f  sin  is to  d e s tro y  re la tio n sh ip s, especia lly  o u r 
re la tio n sh ip  w ith  G od, so th e  ob jective  o f  g ra c e  is to  
re s to re  o u r  fe llow sh ip  w ith  G o d  and  w ith  each other.
W e c a n n o t have th e  fo rg iveness  and  re je c t th e  forgiver. 
F o rg iv en ess  u n ite s  us again  to  G od. I t  is im possib le  to  
have th e  d iv ine  fo rg iv en ess  and  refu se  th e  offer o f  fel­
low sh ip  w ith  G o d  (“and  tru ly  o u r  fe llow sh ip  is w ith  th e  
F a th e r  and  w ith  h is Son Jesus C h r is t” [ l  Jo h n  1:3]).

The Adventist sanctuary teaching reminds us 
that Christian assurance is not equivalent to carnal 
security. Like any relationship, our relationship with 
God is a pure gift, but also like any relationship, 
demands appropriate behavior. And this is not some 
optional extra; it is an absolute necessity. What we do 
within our fellowship with Christ is just as vital as our 
receiving the gift of that relationship in the first place.

“As you therefo re  have received C h ris t Jesus the  Lord , 
con tinue to  live y o u r lives in him , roo ted  and  bu ilt up in

him  and established in the  faith, ju s t  as you w ere tau g h t, 
abound ing  in th an k sg iv in g ” (Col. 2:6-7). “I f  w e say th a t 
w e have fellow ship w ith  h im  w hile  w e are  w alk ing  in 
darkness, w e lie and  do n o t do w ha t is tru e ” ( l  John 1:6).

T h e  sa n c tu a ry  teach ing , th en , p ro te c ts  us from  m is­
c o n s tru in g  th e  gospel as m ere ly  a m echan ism  fo r 
re m o v in g  o u r  g u i l t  o r  sin  w ith o u t  in  a n y  w ay  chal­
leng ing , chan g in g , o r  co n d itio n in g  o u r  lives. C h ris tian  
assu ran ce  unlike ca rn a l secu rity  accep ts th e  co n d itio n a l 
sen tences o f  th e  gospel m essage. N o te  th e  follow ing:

N ote then the kindness and the severity o f God: sever­
ity tow ard those w ho have fallen, bu t G od’s kindness 
tow ard you, provided \jari] you continue in his kind­
ness; otherw ise you also will be cut off. (Rom. 11:22)

[ T ]  through which [gospel] also you are being 
saved, if [eP\ you hold firmly to the message that 
I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to 
believe in vain, (l Cor. 15:2)

[ H e ]  has now  reco n c iled  [ y o u ]  in  h is  flesh ly  
b ody  th ro u g h  dea th , so as to  p re s e n t  you  h o ly  
and  b lam eless  and  ir re p ro a c h a b le  befo re  h im  p ro ­
v ided  \jige] th a t  you c o n tin u e  secu re ly  e s ta b ­
lished  and  s te a d fa s t in  th e  fa ith , w ith o u t sh if tin g  
from  th e  h ope  p ro m ise d  by  th e  g o sp e l th a t  you  
h eard . (Col. 1:22)

C h ris t, how ever, w as fa ith fu l o v er G o d ’s h o u se  as 
a son, an d  w e a re  h is h o u se  if  [z?z] w e h o ld  firm  
th e  confidence  and  th e  p r id e  th a t  b e lo n g  to  hope. 
(H eb. 3:6)

F o r w e have becom e p a r tn e r s  o f  C h ris t, if  o n ly  
[<eanper] w e h o ld  o u r  f ir s t  con fidence  firm  to  th e  
end. (H eb  3:14)

T h u s , th e  s a n c tu a ry  te a c h in g  p re v e n ts  us from  
m isc o n s tru in g  th e  c ro ss  as a dev ice fo r g u ilt- f re e  s in ­
n in g . I t  re m in d s  us th a t  o u r  c le a n s in g  is co n d itio n a l on  
o u r  fa ith  in  C h ris t  re m a in in g  a l iv in g  and  c o n tin u in g  
reality . T h is  is w ell s ta te d  in th e  C o n sen su s  D o cu m en t: 
“So th is  e n d -tim e  ju d g m e n t  a t th e  c lose  o f  th e  2300- 
day  p e rio d  rev ea ls  o u r  re la tio n sh ip  to  C h ris t, d isc losed

www.spectrummagazine.org S A N C T U A R Y 63

http://www.spectrummagazine.org


in  th e  to ta l i ty  o f  o u r  decisions. I t  ind ica tes  th e  o u t­
w o rk in g  o f  g ra c e  in  o u r  lives as w e have re sp o n d e d  to  

H is  g if t o f  sa lv a tio n .” 10

Pre-Advent Judgment of Believers
Some Christians, including some Adventists, captivated 
by John 5:24 (“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears 
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, 
and does not come under judgment, but has passed 
from death to life”) deny that believers face the prospect 
of future judgment. It is felt that including Christians 
in any future judicial decision destroys their assurance 
of salvation. John, of course, is speaking of condemna­
tion in the judgment, he is not denying the possibility 
of future judgment, as is clear from verses 27 to 29.

S om e a lso  s u g g e s t  th a t  D a n ie l an d  R ev e la tio n  
focus e x c lu s iv e ly  u p o n  th e  p e r s e c u t in g  p ow er, w ith  
v in d ic a tio n  b e in g  th e  o n ly  p ro sp e c t fo r th e  believer.
The desire to exclude the believer from judgment is 
understandable, but it is contrary to Scripture. 
Adventists have had the humility to include not only 
outsiders in the judgment of God but also themselves. 
There are too many texts about judgment of believers 
to avoid this truth (for example, Rom. 14: 10; 2 Cor. 5: 
10; Heb. 10:30).

Furthermore, it is difficult to exclude the people 
of God from the judgment texts of Daniel and Revela­
tion. These books were not written to Babylonians 
or Romans, but to believers. The episodes concerning 
testing in Daniel chapters 1 (the king’s food), 3 (the 
king’s image), and 6 (the king’s edict against prayer) 
were written to warn believers that faith in God could 
require putting one’s life on the line.

The language of Daniel 12:1-3—“everyone whose 
name is found written in the book will be delivered,” 
and “some to everlasting life, others to shame and 
everlasting contempt”—also indicates that God will 
separate the faithful and the unfaithful from among his 
people. Paul Petersen in a recent article also demon­
strates that Daniel includes the people of God in the 
judgment.11 The warning would seem to be that those 
who succumb to the little horn’s demands will receive 
the little horn’s reward.

L ikew ise, g iven  th e  o sc illa tio n  b e tw een  accep tan ce  
an d  re je c tio n  in  th e  co u n se l to  th e  seven C h ris tia n  
ch u rc h e s  in R evela tion  2—3, it  is h a rd  to  accep t th a t  th e  
d ire  w a rn in g  in  14:9-12 a g a in s t w o rsh ip in g  th e  b eas t 
an d  h is im ag e  is n o t  re le v a n t fo r th e  C hurch .

F o r  P au l, th e  ju d g m e n t  is ac c o rd in g  to  w orks, and

it inc ludes th e  b e liever (G al. 5:2 1; R om . 2: 1—11; 1 
Cor. 6 :9 -1 0 ; 2 Cor. 5: 10; E ph . 5:5). A s w e have seen, 
D an ie l and  R evela tion  a lso  m ake it  p la in  th a t  G o d ’s 
ju d g m e n t inc ludes th e  believer. “F o r P au l as fo r th e  
a u th o rs  o f  th e  sy n o p tic  G o sp e ls  ju d g m e n t  b e g in s  a t 
th e  h o u se  o f  G o d .”12 By a s s e r t in g  th a t  be liev ers  a re  
ju d g e d  p r io r  to  th e  S econd  A d v en t, A d v e n tis ts  p lace  
th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  be liev ers  w ith in  th e  g o sp e l age.

C onsequen tly , th is  p re -A d v e n t ju d g m e n t  o ccu rs  
w h ile  th e  b en efits  o f  Je su s’ a to n e m e n t a re  s till avail­
ab le .13 P e rh ap s  w e need  to  b r in g  o u r  te a c h in g  c o n c e rn ­
in g  th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  C h r is t ia n s  b ack  to  w h e re  i t  
b e longs, ju s t  befo re  th e  A d v en t, w h ich  is w h e re  o u r 
p io n ee rs  had  it. By c lin g in g  to  th e  p rec ise  d a te  o f  1844, 
w e sever th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  m o s t be liev ers  from  th e  
Second  A d v e n t and  tu r n  it in to  a p ro tra c te d  p ro cess  

in s te a d  o f  a c lim atic  event.
The important point is that Christians do come 

into judgment, and that there is mercy in the judgment 
—the atonement is still efficacious. But who receives 
mercy in the judgment? All those whose lives demon­
strate the reality of their verbal claims; it is the merci­
ful who receive mercy in the judgment (Matt. 53;
Jam es 2:13). W e c a n n o t c la im  th e  b en efits  o f  th e  c ro ss  
and  th e n  refu se  to  live by  its  te rm s. T h a t  is like w a n t­
in g  to  be a jo ck ey  so as to  d re ss  up  in  co lo rfu l a ttire , 
b u t re fu s in g  to  rid e  a ho rse .

T h e  sa n c tu a ry  lan g u ag e  th a t A d v en tis ts  use m eans 
th a t th e  cross, th o u g h  effected in tim e, affects all tim e.
Its  benefits are  available to  every  re p e n tin g  s in n e r (one 
m ig h t say the  f irs t-a p a r tm e n t m in is try ), and  to  every  
p e rsev e rin g  believer (one m ig h t say th e  se c o n d -ap a rt­
m e n t m in is try ). T o  m a in ta in  th a t believers m u s t take 
th e  ju d g m e n t seriously  is n o t an ti-gospel, b u t a 
re m in d e r th a t  a ro o t w ith o u t fru it m eans th e  tre e  is 
dead. I t  is th e  d irec tion  o r  co n sis ten cy  o f  th e  C h ris tia n ’s 
life th a t ind icates th e  g en u in en ess  o f  th e  profession .

N one are sinless in the  ju d g m en t, b u t those in C hris t 
a re  se rio u s  ab o u t th e  re lev an ce  o f  th e  g o sp e l fo r th e ir  
trea tm en t o f others. N o th in g  dem ands m y love o f  G od 
and m y fellow hum ans so pow erfully as the  cross: “Love so 
am azing, so divine, D em ands m y soul, m y life, m y all.”14

If  the  te n o r o f  m y life is away from  the  cross, then  
the  cross condem ns me. T h e  forgiveness o f  a ten -th o u - 
san d -ta len t deb t requ ires a response  m ore co n sis ten t w ith  
the  k in g ’s g en ero sity  th an  w as m anifested  by th e  unfo r­
g iv ing  se rv an t (see M att. 18:23-35). I t is the  se rv a n t’s 
n iggard liness in s ta rk  c o n tra s t to  th e  k in g ’s gen ero sity  
th a t condem ns him. T h is  is the  practical value o f the  p re ­
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adven t ju d g m e n t. I t rem inds believers th a t th e  g ift o f  the  
gospel m u st be revealed  in th e  daily tran sac tio n s o f th e ir 
ow n lives if  it is to  have any  u ltim ate  effect.

“T h o s e  w h o  say, ‘I love G o d ,’ and  h a te  th e ir  b ro th ­
e rs  o r  s is te rs , a re  lia rs ; fo r th o se  w ho  do  n o t love a 
b ro th e r  o r  s is te r  w h o m  th e y  have seen, c a n n o t love 
G o d  w h o m  th e y  have n o t seen ” (l Jo h n  4:20). “I f  th e  
c h u rc h  a tte m p ts  to  take  th e  fru its  o f  sa lv a tio n  w ith o u t 
a s su m in g  th e  re sp o n s ib ilitie s  th a t  go  w ith  th e m  th e n  
th e  ju d g m e n t  p o r te n d s  lo ss  and  p o ssib le  ru in .”15

T h e  N ew  T e s ta m e n t does n o t  shy  aw ay from  th e  
v e rb  “to  do ” in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  sa lv a tio n  (L uke 10:28,
37; R om . 2:10, 14; G al. 6:9; E ph . 2:6-8; 6:8), n o r  is it 
a n y w h e re  n e g a tiv e  a b o u t g ood  w o rk s  (M a tt. 5:16; A cts  
9:36; 2 Cor. 9:8; E ph . 2: 10; Col. 1:10; 2 T h e ss . 2:17;
1 T im . 2:10; 5:10, 25; 6:18; 2 T im . 2:2 1; 3:17; T itu s  1: 
16, 23; 3:1, 8, 14). O u r deeds, o f  cou rse , a re  in d ic a to rs  
o f  fa ith  in  C h ris t, b u t th e y  have no  in d e p e n d e n t v a lid i­
ty. T h e  q u e s tio n  is s till  th e  Son q u estio n : H ave w e co n ­
tin u e d  o u r  life o f  p ra c tic a l fa ith  in h im ? A n affirm ative  
a n sw er is based  on th e  f ru it  o f  o u r  lives

O f  course , w ith o u t C h ris t’s in te rcession , no  sa in t, le t 
a lone sinner, cou ld  silence th e  accuser o f  th e  b re th re n  
in th e  ju d g m e n t. In  th e  end  “th e  m easu re  w e use w ill be 
th e  m easu re  w e g e t” (Luke 6:38), “because ju d g m e n t 
w ith o u t m ercy  w ill be show n to  anyone w ho  has n o t 
been m ercifu l. M e rc y  tr iu m p h s  over ju d g m e n t” (Jam es 
2:13). T h u s , th e  gospel ju d g e s  us; e ith e r  d e n y in g  us o r 
c o n firm in g  us d e p en d in g  on w h e th e r  th e  d irec tion  o f 
o u r deeds is c o n s is te n t o r  in c o n s is te n t w ith  th e  love and  
m ercy  o f  G o d  m an ifested  a t th e  c ro ss (2 Cor. 5:14^15).

T h e  p re -A d v e n t ju d g m e n t  o f  be liev ers  is d e m o n ­
s tra te d  by  a sim p le  th re e -s te p  proof:
1. T h e re  is a ju d g m e n t  o f  b e lievers  b ased  on th e ir  

d eeds o f  g race .
2. G o d ’s m ercy  is g u a ra n te e d  to  th o se  w h o  have 

sh o w n  m ercy.
3. T h e re fo re  th is  ju d g m e n t  is p re -A d v e n t w hen  

G o d ’s m e rc y  is s till available.

The Consummation of the Cross
A d v e n tis ts  n a tu ra lly  look  fo rw a rd  to  th e  r e tu r n  o f  
C h ris t. T h e y  look  fo rw a rd  to  th e  day  w hen  sin  and  
dea th , w h ich  have been  abo lish ed  in  th e  g o sp e l (2 T im . 
1: 10), w ill be abo lished  un iversally . O u r  lo o k in g  to  th e  
fu tu re  does n o t  m ake us in d iffe re n t to  th e  p re se n t—  
q u ite  th e  o pposite . A  peo p le  th a t  t ru ly  p ray s  fo r G o d ’s 
r ig h te o u sn e s s  to  re ig n  w ill be zea lous fo r ju s tic e  now.

A  peop le  th a t  looks fo r a new  heaven  an d  a new  e a r th  
w ill n o t  ru b b ish  th e  p re s e n t  one. A  peo p le  lo n g in g  fo r 
G o d ’s c o m in g  peace w ill be p eacem akers , fo r to  look  
fo r one  th in g  and  th e n  to  do a n o th e r  is th e  w o rs t  sin  
in th e  N ew  T e s ta m e n t— th e  sin  o f  hypocrisy .

A d v e n tis ts  look  fo rw a rd  to  th e  day  w h en  G o d  and  
h is C h r is t  w ill dw ell a m o n g  th e  red eem ed , w h en  G o d  
w ipes aw ay e v e ry  tear. T e a rs  a re  th e  p ro d u c t o f  sin, 
o ften  caused  by  o u r  h u m an  d isd a in , ind iffe rence, o r  
h a tre d  to w a rd  one  an o th e r. T e a rs  w ill cease w h en  sin  
is no  m ore. O n  th e  D ay  o f  A to n e m e n t, a f te r  A a ro n  had  
m ade  a to n e m e n t fo r th e  m o s t h o ly  p lace, th e  ho ly  
place, and  th e  in cen se  a l ta r  (Lev. 16:20), he cam e o u t 
and  confessed  all th e  s in s  o f  Is rae l over th e  head  o f  a 
live goat. T h is  g o a t th e n  sy m b o lica lly  c a rr ie d  th ese  
sins to  th e  w ild e rn e ss  dem o n , A zazel.

F o r us, th is  in d ica tes  th a t  th e  u ltim a te  re sp o n s ib ili­
ty  fo r sin  is sh ee ted  h om e to  an  evil su p e rn a tu ra l  
being . W h a te v e r  d ifficu lties th e  p ro b le m  o f  evil m ay  
have fo r th e ism , th e  b ib lical v iew  is th a t  th e  cause  o f  
sin  res id es  w ith  S a tan , b u t its  cu re  com es fro m  G od. 
A d v e n tis ts  a re  th u s  o p tim is ts , peo p le  o f  h ope  w h o  see 
G o d  p re se n tly  a t w o rk  in th e  w o rld , b r in g in g  i t  to  th e  
day  o f  g ra n d  re s to ra tio n  w h en  he m akes all th in g s  
new. T h e  s a n c tu a ry  sy m b o lizes  and  a ssu re s  us o f  th e  
fu lfillm en t o f  th a t  hope  o f  a new  w o rld  in  w h ich  dw ells 
r ig h te o u sn e s s  and  r ig h te o u sn e s s  alone.

Conclusion
W h a t is th e  w ay  fo rw a rd  fro m  h ere?  T h e  n o te d  soc io l­
o g is t  R o d n ey  S ta rk  co n c lu d ed  th a t  “th e  basis  fo r suc­
cessfu l c o n v e rs io n is t m o v em en ts  is g ro w th  th ro u g h  
social n e tw o rk s , th ro u g h  a s t ru c tu re  o f  d ire c t an d  in ti­
m a te  in te rp e rso n a l a tta c h m e n ts .” M o s t new  re lig io u s  
m o v em en ts  soon  fail, he  believes, because  th e y  becom e 
closed  n e tw o rk s . T o  su s ta in  e x p o n e n tia l g ro w th  over a 
lo n g  p erio d  o f  tim e, S ta rk  a rg u es , a m o v e m e n t n eed s  to  
“d isco v er te c h n iq u es  fo r re m a in in g  open  n e tw o rk s , able 
to  reach  o u t and  in to  new  ad ja c e n t social n e tw o rk s .”16

I f  w e are  to  preach  the  gospel o f  th e  cross in a con­
te x t  th a t in terfaces the  ju d g m e n t w ith  th e  Second A dven t 
and  rem ains re levan t in the  tw en ty -firs t century, perhaps 
w e need to  je ttiso n  som e o f  the  n in e te e n th -c en tu ry  ele­
m en ts  th a t belonged  to  the  b ir th  pan g s o f  the  m ovem ent.
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“My reason nourishes my faith and my faith my reason.”
— Norman Cousins

FAITH, REASON AND COMMUNITY FORUM
LOMA LINDA, CA

Does God welcome your questions? Do you seek God 
with all your heart, soul and mind?

Join us on the first Sabbath o f each month at 5:00 p.m.

Enjoy challenging presentations, superb music, and 
stimulating discussion

Grow Your Faith • Stretch Your Mind • Enhance Your Life!

FEBRUARY 5, David L. Taylor, D.Min., Loma Linda University 
March 5, Bernard Taylor, Ph.D., Loma Linda University 
April 2, Johnny Ramirez, Ed.D., M.A., Loma Linda University 
May 7, June E. O’Connor, Ph.D., University of California, Riverside 
J u n e  4, Mustafa H. Kuko, Ph.D., Islamic Center of Riverside

For more information visit: FRCForum.org • Or call 800-617-J71J
We meet at: Worship Company Christian Fellowship 

24769 Redlands Blvd., Ste. A, Loma Linda, CA 92354

11075 Benton Street Loma Linda, C A  92 3 54
( 9 0 9 )  7 9 6 - 7 5 0 1

R e m e m b e r  (S am p  yV laa fiag ... 
W keue every day you weue blessed 
by fam ily, jrieuds, spiritual program s^  
ana  of course good food?

(Som e, v is it! 
Exceptional vegetarian cuisine 

Wholistic activity program 
Housekeeping & linen service 

Studio apartments 
l & 2 bedroom apartments 

Transportation to local churches 
Scheduled transportation for shopping 

& medical appointments 
Weekly bus tours of Southern California 

Skilled nursing center on campus

Such elem ents w ould  include item s such as the  da rk  day, 
the  fa lling  stars, and th e  L isbon earthquake. Perhaps even 

the  p re-adven t ju d g m e n t itse lf needs to  be a ttached  m ore 
pow erfully  to  co n tem p o ra ry  tim e and released  som ew hat 
from  its b o n d ing  w ith  1844.

Be th a t  as it may, a g ro w in g  m o v e m e n t m u s t be 
one  th a t  k n o w s w h e re  th e  essence  o f  its  m essag e  lies 
and  th e re fo re  be open  to  and  capab le  o f  ch an g e . I f  w e 
fail to  re ta in  th e  re fo rm in g  a sp ec t o f  o u r  o rig in s , th e n  
S ta rk ’s o b se rv a tio n  a b o u t c losed  n e tw o rk s  c a u s in g  
m o v em en ts  to  fail m ay becom e tru e  o f  us.
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