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th e -g ro u n d  experience o f liv in g  in 

G od 's  k ingdom , and unw avering  com - 

m itm ent to the gospel o f the k ingdom  

and the w a y this good news takes 

shape in diverse places.

O n e  pleasant surprise for readers of 

Spectrum is C hapter 16, "Th e  Sweet 

Problem  of Inclusiveness: F inding O u r  

G o d  in the O th e r." T h e  author of this 

chapter, Samir Selm anovic, is both  a 

Seventh-day Adventist pastor and a 

long-tim e participant and contributor 

to the Em ergent conversation. I first 

met him  w hen we were both  pastors on 

the East Coast and the content o f his 

essay is true of m y  experience of h im  as 

a person and as a leader.2

W it h  his ch aracteristic  in s ig h t, S a m ir w o n d e rs  

"w h e th e r C h r is t  can be m o re  than  C h r is t ia n ity ,"  and 

w h e th e r C h ris t ia n ity  has becom e an id o l— so m eth in g  

greater than G o d .3 H e  rem inds us that "C h ris t  n ever 

p roc la im ed , 'C h ris t ia n ity  is here. Jo in  it.' But C h r is t  d id  

insist, T h e  k in g d o m  o f G o d  is here. E n te r it ." ’4 In  short, 

S a m ir, like  all the  au th o rs  in  th is  v o lu m e , calls the  

c h u rc h  to its b e tte r self ra th e r than ra ilin g  against a 

faith and a ch u rch  that has so m eh o w  let them  d o w n .

A lth o u g h  the topics range from  postm odern parenting 

to sexual ethics, and from  leadership to ecclesiology, each 

essay, in its ow n  w ay, fa ithfu lly reappropriates our various 

traditions for a vastly different w orld .

A n o th e r  th in g  to say ab o u t th is  b o o k , w h ic h  is 

based on m y  o w n  personal experience w ith  E m ergent 

V illa g e  and personal acquaintance w ith  a n um ber o f its 

authors from  years o f m eeting  tog ether at conferences 

and o th e r gatherings, is that it is, above  all, hon est and

E
m ergent V illa g e  has always been about friend- 

ship, and if the recent b ook , An Emergent Mani- 
festo of Hope, is any indication, this friendship is 

g ro w in g  and bearing fruit in remarkable ways. 

A lh o u g h  this b o o k  is the first vo lu m e  o f a p ub lish ing  

partnership  betw een E m ergent V illa g e  (also k n o w n  as, 

s im ply , E m ergent) and Baker Books, Em ergent is far 

from  new. T h is  friendship  has been e vo lv in g  since the 

m id-1990s and is o n ly  n o w  h ittin g  its stride. Em ergent 

describes itself as "a g ro w in g , generative friendship  

am ong  m issional C hristians seeking to lo ve  o u r w o rld  in 

the S p irit o f Jesus C h ris t."

T h ro u g h  the years, this loose and amorphous network 

of Christians has defied categorization, but it seems fair to 

say that the glue that holds this broad friendship together is 

a shared vision for a theology and practice of Christian life 

that both blesses the w orld  and gives witness to God's king- 

dom , now  present and yet to come. I have also observed 

w ith others that Emergent is a kind of "third place" for post- 

Evangelicals and post-Liberals to fellowship and engage in 

serious conversation about h o w  Christian faith is "emerging" 

in our increasingly post-Christian w o rld .1

T h is  b o o k  is com prised of tw enty-five  essays, each b y  a 

d iffe ren t author, and edited b y  D o u g  Pagitt, pastor o f 

S o lom on 's  P orch  in M in n e a p o lis , M in n esota , and T o n y  

Jones, national coordinator for Em ergent Village. Both men 

have authored numerous other books and have been instru- 

mental in leading this conversation since its inception.

A lthoug h  the b ook  is organized around the theme of 

hope, the reader quickly realizes that its diverse topics and 

perspectives defy categorization. A t  times, 1 struggled to 

understand h o w  individual essays related to section themes. 

Part 5: H o p e fu l Activism  is the most them atically consistent 

section, whereas Part 1: People of H o p e  is the most general. 

Each essay reflects deep theological thought, feet-on-

59WWW.SPECTRUMMAGAZINE.ORG ■ BOOK REVIEW

d i s c u s s e d  | post-liberals, post Evangelicals, hope, sexual ethics, postmodern parents, contemporary culture, goodness, justice, mercy

BOOK REVIEW

http://WWW.SPECTRUMMAGAZINE.ORG


launches a v o lle y  in to  this fra y— but it doesn't incite 

v io len ce . T o  the co n tra ry , it is a m anifest o f ho p e , 

in c itin g  goodness, m e rcy, and justice in com m un ities  all 

o ve r the U n ite d  States and a ro u n d  the w o rld ..

T h is  is vin tage E m ergent V illa g e — creative, fo rw ard  

lo o k in g , messy, e x p lo ra to ry , in te lligent, passionate, and 

m issional. ■
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real. T h e re  are no airs, no pretense, in these essays. 

T h e se  authors have no b u rd en  to make claim s fo r 

th ings that are, as ye t, u n k n o w n .

But if y o u  listen ca re fu lly  to this c h o ir  o f authors 

there is a m e lo d y  that em erges am idst the h a rm o n y — a 

deep co n v ic tio n  that G o d  is at w o rk , here and now , in 

o u r w o r ld  in surpris ing  w ays. In the w ords o f M a rk  

Scandrette, "W e  are re c o ve rin g  from  a legacy in w h ic h  

re lig ious experience and d e vo tio n  have been s ig n ifi- 

ca n tly  separated from  the dom ain  o f e ve ryd a y  

l i f e . . ..E m b ra c in g  the re a lity  o f the k in g d o m  m eans that 

e v e ry th in g  m atters and that all o f life is sp iritu a l."5

If there is one o rg a n iz in g  p rin c ip le  to this b o o k , it 

is the w o rd  hope. Som e people  have been critical o f the 

w o rd  manifesto in the title. I like the evocative  nature o f 

these tw o  w ords c o llid in g : "M anifesto  o f H o p e ."  It rings 

in m y  ears and enlivens m y  im agination , like "W a g in g  

Peace" o r  "L o v in g  B a bylon ."

It is h a rd  to speak in to  the "noise" o f c o n te m p o ra ry  

culture. H o p e  is a value that has d iffic u lty  getting  trac- 

tion  in a w o r ld  full o f pain, suffering , and injustice. It 

sounds like little  m ore  than w ishfu l th in k in g . T h is  b o o k
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