
Call to Community A Liturgy Celebrating

God's Call to Experience Authentic Community I by  C h a r l e s  t e e l , j r .

A n d  fro m  o n e  S a b b a th  to  a n o th e r  an d  fro m  o n e  n e w  m o o n  

to  a n o th e r  sh all all p e o p le  w o rs h ip  b e fo r e  m e .

Hymn
"A ll P e o p le  th a t  o n  E a rth  D o  D w e ll” Vaughn Williams

A ll p e o p le  th a t  o n  e a rth  d o  d w ell 

S in g  to  o u r  G o d  w ith  c h e e r fu l v o ic e .

C o m e  n o w  w ith  m irth , G o d 's  p ra ise  fo re te ll ;

C o m e  y e  b e fo r e  G o d  an d  r e jo ic e .

K n o w  th a t  o u r G o d  is G o d  in d ee d ,

W h o  d id  w ith o u t o u r a id  us m a k e .

W e  a re  th e  fo lk  th a t  G o d  d o th  lea d ,

A n d  fo r  h is  s h e e p  h e  d o th  us ta k e .

O  e n te r  in G o d 's  g a te s  w ith  p ra ise ;

A p p ro a c h  w ith  jo y  G o d 's  c o u r ts  u n to .

P ra ise , lau d , an d  b le ss  G o d 's  n a m e  a lw ay s,

F o r  it is s e e m ly  so  to  d o .

F o r  w h y  th e  G o d  o f  all is g o o d ,

W h o s e  m e r c y  is fo re v e r  su re ,

W h o s e  tru th  a t all tim e s  f irm ly  s to o d ,

A n d  sh all fro m  a g e  to  a g e  en d u re .

In unison:
T o  F a th e r , S o n , an d  Fdoly G h o s t ,

T h e  G o d  w h o m  h e a v e n  an d  e a r th  a d o re ;

F ro m  all o n  E a rth  a n d  a n g e l h o s t ,

B e p ra ise  an d  g lo r y  e v e r m o re . A m e n .

Invocation
Call to Community From the Torah
G enesis  1

Hear and respond to the word of the Lord from the Torah:
G o d  sa id ,

L e t  us m a k e  h u m a n k in d  in o u r im a g e , a fte r  o u r  l ik e n e ss :

Editor's Note: This liturgy was created for the November 17, 2007, wor- 

ship service during the Adventist Society for Religious Studies meeting in San 

Diego, California.

Banners based on the Seven Churches hung at the front of the meeting 

room. Cultural artifacts from the Stahl Center Museum of Culture at La Sier- 

ra University were displayed, along with clay candleholders made from the 

clays in the Sinai Peninsula, Jerusalem, and Bethlehem.

Introducing the service and the work that is worship, the liturgist wrote: 

In worship, humankind draws on rite, symbol, sacred text, and shared 

tradition in enacting our best hopes and understandings o f the Divine. By 

engaging in such activity we hold up what "ought to be" against what "is." 

Worship at once calls us to confession no less than to celebration.

On this day as we celebrate our best hopes for authentic community, 

we are thus also called to confess how far we fall short. . . . More specific 

to our religious studies guild, major divisions exist with regard to how we 

approach the sacred text. And in such settings o f "conflict" no less than in 

"concord," with Dietrich Bonhoeffer. . . we are called to kneel in humility 

before that One who is parent o f us all, to seek reconciliation, and to give 

thanks for the g ift o f grace.

Call to Worship 
Introduction

Word
I s a ia h  6 6

Hear the word of Yahweh:
H e a v e n  is m y  th r o n e  an d  e a rth  m y  fo o ts to o l .

I m y s e lf  w ill c o m e  to  g a th e r  all n a tio n s  a n d  ra c e s , 

a n d  th e y  w ill c o m e  a n d  s e e  m y  g lo ry ;

A n d  I w ill p e rfo rm  a s ig n  a m o n g  th e m .

D is ta n t  c o a s ts  a n d  islan d s th a t  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  m e  

sh a ll a n n o u n c e  m y  g lo r y  a m o n g  th e  n a tio n s .

F ro m  e v e r y  n a tio n  th e y  sh a ll b r in g  c o u n tr y m e n  o n  h o rs e s  

a n d  c a m e ls , a n d  in c h a r io ts  an d  w a g o n s  

as an  o f fe r in g  to  G o d .



If o n e  flo u rish e s , th e y  all r e jo ic e  to g e th e r .

Now you are Christ's body, and each members of it.

E a g e r ly  d es ire  th e  g r e a te r  g ifts .

N o w  I w ill s h o w  y o u  a m o r e  e x c e l le n t  w ay .

If I speak in the tongues of humankind and of angels,
But if I have not love, I am only a sounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal.

If I h a v e  th e  g if t  o f  p r o p h e c y  an d  c a n  fa th o m  all m y ste r ie s  

a n d  all k n o w le d g e  a n d  if I h a v e  a fa ith  th a t  c a n  m o v e  

m o u n ta in s , b u t  if I h a v e  n o t  lo v e ,

I gain nothing.
If I g iv e  all I p o sse ss  to  th e  p o o r  an d  if I s u rre n d e r  m y  

b o d y  to  b e  b u rn e d , b u t  if I h a v e  n o t  lo v e ,

I gain nothing.
L o v e  is p a tie n t , lo v e  is k in d , lo v e  d o e s  n o t  en v y .

L o v e  d o e s  n o t  b o a s t ,  lo v e  is n o t  p ro u d .

Love is not rude; love is not self-seeking.
Love is not easily angered.

L o v e  k e e p s  n o  re c o r d s  o f  w ro n g s .

Love does not delight in evil, 
but rejoices with the truth.

L o v e  a lw ay s p r o te c ts , a lw ay s  tru sts, 

a lw ay s h o p e s , a lw ay s p e rse v e res .

Love never fails.
B u t w h e r e  th e r e  are  p ro p h e s ie s , th e y  w ill c e a s e .

Where there are tongues, they will be stilled.
W h e r e  th e r e  is k n o w le d g e , it w ill p ass aw ay .

Now we know in part and we prophesy in part.
But when that which is perfect is come,
That which is imperfect will disappear.

W h e n  I w as a c h ild , I s p o k e  as a c h ild , I th o u g h t  as a c h ild , 

a n d  I r e a s o n e d  as a c h ild .

When I reached adulthood, I put away childish things.
N o w  w e  s e e  th r o u g h  a g lass  d ark ly ,

But then we shall see face to face.
N o w  w e  k n o w  in p art,

But then we shall know fully, even as we are known.
A n d  n o w  a b id e th  fa ith , h o p e , a n d  lo v e .

But the greatest of these is love.

B less  th o s e  w h o  p e rs e c u te  y o u ; 

b le s s  a n d  d o  n o t  cu rse  th e m .

Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep.

L iv e  in  h a r m o n y  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r .

Do not claim to be wiser than you are.

So God created persons male and female in God's image.
G o d  sa id ,

Be fru itfu l an d  m u ltip ly  a n d  re p le n is h  th e  e a rth  

an d  s te w a rd  th a t  c r e a t io n  w h ic h  I g iv e  u n to  y o u .

It was so.
G o d  saw  e v e r y th in g  th a t  h e  h a d  m a d e .

Behold, it was good.

Call to Community From the Prophets
Micah V I

Hear and respond to the word of the Lord from the Prophets:
W it h  w h a t sh a ll I c o m e  b e fo r e  th e  L o rd ?

A n d  b o w  d o w n  b e fo r e  th e  e x a u lte d  G o d ?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings?
Shall I come before him with sacrifices?

G o d  h as s h o w e d  th e e ,  m y  p e o p le , w h a t  is g o o d ;

F o r  w h a t  d o e s  G o d  re q u ire  o f  th e e ?

To do justice, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God.

Call to Community From the Gospels
Matthew V

Hear and respond to the word of the Lord from the Gospel:
Y o u  are  th e  sa lt o f  th e  e a rth , b u t if th e  sa lt h as  lo s t  its sa v o r 

h o w  m a y  its sa ltin e s s  b e  re s to re d ?

It is no longer good for anything,
but is thrown out and trampled underfoot.

Y o u  are  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  w o rld .

A  C i ty  b u ilt  o n  a h ill c a n n o t  b e  h id .

No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the basket, 
but on the lamp stand and it gives light to all the house.

L e t y o u r  l ig h t  s h in e  b e fo r e  o th e r s  

so  th a t  th e y  m a y  s e e  y o u r  g o o d  w o rk s.

And they will give glory to your Father in heaven.

Call to Community From the Primitive Church
1 C o r in t h ia n s  X I I /X I I I  /  R o m a n s  X

Hear and respond to the word of the Lord from of the Apostle:
C h r is t  is lik e  a s in g le  b o d y  w ith  its m a n y  lim b s  an d  

o rg a n s , w h ic h , th o u g h  m a n y , to g e th e r  m a k e  up o n e  b o d y . 

Indeed we were all brought into one body by baptism, 
in the one Spirit, whether we are Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free.

G o d  h a s  c o m b in e d  th e  v a rio u s  p arts  o f  th e  b o d y  th a t  all 

its o rg a n s  m ig h t  fee l th e  sa m e  c o n c e r n  fo r  o n e  a n o th e r .

If one organ suffers, they all suffer together.
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Is lik e  to  th a t  a b o v e .

B e fo re  th e  C r e a to r 's  th r o n e  

W e  p o u r o u r a rd e n t p ra y e rs ;

O u r  fears , o u r h o p e s , o u r a im s are  o n e ,

O u r  c o m fo r ts , a n d  o u r  c a re s .

W e  sh a re  o u r  m u tu al w o e s ,

O u r  m u tu al b u rd e n s  b e a r ;

A n d  o fte n  fo r  e a c h  o th e r  flow s 

T h e  s y m p a th iz in g  tear.

W h e n  w e  a su n d e r p art,

It g iv e s  us in w ard  p a in ;

B u t w e  sh a ll still b e  jo in e d  in h e a r t,

A n d  h o p e  to  m e e t  ag a in .

Homily

Benedictory Hymn
"F o r  A ll T h e  S a in ts "  Vaughn Williams

F o r  all th e  sa in ts  w h o  fro m  th e ir  la b o rs  re s t,

A ll w h o  b y  fa ith  b e fo r e  th e  w o rld  c o n fe s s e d .

Y o u r  n a m e , O  S a v io r , b e  fo re v e r  b le s t .

A lle lu ia ! A lle lu ia !

Y o u  w e re  th e ir  r o c k , th e ir  fo r tre s s , a n d  th e ir  m ig h t:

Y o u , L o rd , th e ir  c a p ta in  in th e  w e ll- fo u g h t  f ig h t;

Y o u , in th e  d a rk n ess  d rear, th e ir  o n e  tru e  l ig h t.

A lle lu ia ! A lle lu ia !

O  b le s t  c o m m u n io n , fe llo w s h ip  d iv in e !

W e  c a r r y  o n  a n d  in th y  g lo r y  s h in e ;

A n d  all a re  o n e  w ith in  y o u r  g r e a t  d e s ig n ,

A lle lu ia ! A lle lu ia !

T h e  g o ld e n  e v e n in g  b r ig h te n s  in th e  w e s t;

S o o n , s o o n  to  fa ith fu l w a rr io rs  c o m e s  th e ir  rest.

S w e e t  is th e  c a lm  o f  p a ra d ise  th e  b le s t .

A lle lu ia ! A lle lu ia !

F ro m  ea rth 's  w id e  b o u n d s , fro m  o c e a n 's  fa r th e s t  h o s t ,  

T h r o u g h  g a te s  o f  p earl s tre a m s in th e  c o u n tle s s  h o s t , 

S in g in g  to  F a th e r , S o n , a n d  H o ly  G h o s t :

A lle lu ia ! A lle lu ia !

Benediction

Charles Teel, Jr., is professor of religion and society at La Sierra University 

and director of the Stahl Center for World Service.

D o  n o t  re p a y  a n y o n e  ev il fo r  ev il,

But take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.
If it is p o s s ib le , so  far as it d e p e n d s  o n  y o u , 

liv e  p e a c e a b ly  w ith  all.

Do not he overcome hy evil, 
but overcome evil with good.

Call to Community From 20th Century 
People of God
"In  T h e e ,  In M e "

Hear from traditional words translated hy Mohandas Ghandi:
In th e e  / In m e  / In all p e rso n s  th e re  d w e lle th  th e  O n e  G o d . 

In all/ G o d  suffers/ A n d  G o d  su ffers  fo r  a ll;

In all e v ery w h ere/  S e e  th y se lf .

A b a n d o n  th is  th y  ig n o r a n t  c o n c e i t

W h i c h  h o ld s  th a t  th o u  a re  se p a ra te  fro m  o th e r  p e rso n s .

" N o  M a n  is an  Island "

Hear the words of John Donne:
N o  o n e  is an  Is la n d  e n tir e  o f  it se lf; 

e v e r y  o n e  is a p ie c e  o f  th e  C o n t in e n t ,  a p a rt o f  th e  m a in e ; 

a n y  o n e 's  d e a th  d im in is h e s  m e , b e c a u s e  I am  in v o lv e d  in 

H u m a n k in d ; an d  th e r e fo r e  n e v e r  s e n d  to  k n o w  fo r  w h o m  

th e  b e ll  to lls ; it to lls  fo r  th e e .

" S tr e n g th  to  L o v e "

Hear the words of Martin Luther King, Jr. :
A n y  r e lig io n  th a t  e n d s  w ith  th e  in d iv id u al e n d s. A ll life  is 

in te r -re la te d . W e  a re  c a u g h t  in an in e s c a p a b le  n e tw o rk  o f  

m u tu a lity , t ie d  in a s in g le  g a r m e n t o f  d es tin y . W h a t  a ffe c ts  

o n e  d ir e c t ly , a f fe c ts  all in d ire c tly .

"L ife  T o g e th e r "

Hear the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer:
U n ity  s h in e s  m o r e  b r ig h t ly  in th e  c o n f l i c t  o f  w ills  th a n  in 

c o n c o r d , fo r  as b r o th e r s  an d  s is ters  d isa g re e  w e  are  c a lle d  

to  k n e e l in h u m ility  b e fo r e  th e  O n e  w h o  is p a re n t o f  us all.

Confession, Meditation, Benediction
L e t  us in s ile n c e  c o n fe s s  th e  c o n f l ic t  o f  w ills  w e  e x p e r ie n c e . 

L e t  us in s ile n c e  c e le b r a te  th e  c o n c o r d  w e  e x p e r ie n c e .

Hymn
"B le s t  B e  th e  T ie  T h a t  B in d s” [An. Lowell Mason]

B le s t b e  th e  tie  th a t  b in d s  

O u r  h e a r ts  in  C h r is t ia n  lo v e!

T h e  fe llo w s h ip  o f  k in d re d  m in d s


