
When poverty 

and environ־ 

mental break- 

down are 

more of a 

threat than 

jewelry and 

dancing, 

the latter 

obsessions 

seem like the 

equivalent 

of buggy 

whips.
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o r  trea su re  to  its w elfa re  w ill n o t  p ro v id e  n ew  

v ision . H a n g a rs -o n  w h o  e n te r ta in  th e m se lv es  

b y  th e ir  en d less  rec ita l o f a rg u m e n ts , b o th  g o o d  

an d  d u b io u s , fo r A d v en tism 's  fa llib ility  w ill n o t 

p ro v id e  n ew  v ision . T h e  o n es  w h o  w ill p ro v id e  

n ew  v ision  are  th e  o n es  w h o  care.

S o m e , b y  th e  g ra c e  o f  G o d , d o  c a re , a n d  

ju s t  fo r th a t  re a s o n  th e re  is h o p e .

T h e  b e s t  p a s to rs  a n d  th e  b e s t  r e lig io n  

te a c h e rs  c a re  a b o u t  n e w  v is io n . In th e  b e s t  

c o n g re g a t io n s ,  th e  b e s t  p e o p le  c a re  a b o u t  it. 

C o n c e r n  fo r  n e w  v is io n  fin d s  it w a y  in to  th e  

Adventist Review. It is c e n tra l  fo r  Adventist Today. 
It d riv e s  o rg a n iz a t io n s  su c h  as th e  A d v e n tis t  

D e v e lo p m e n t a n d  R e lie f  A g e n c y , th e  A sso c ia - 

tio n  o f  A d v e n tis t  W o m e n , th e  A d v e n tis t  

P e a c e  F e llo w sh ip , a n d  A d v e n tis t  W o m e n  fo r 

P eac e . It a lso  p ro m p ts  th e  e v e n t  p la n n e rs  w h o  

g iv e  us, fo r  ex a m p le , th e  a n n u a l In n o v a tio n  

C o n fe re n c e  in  O h io ,  o r  th e  b u d d in g  S o n - 

sc re e n  F ilm  F estiv a l, o r  th e  an n u a l c o n v e rsa -  

tio n s  o rg a n iz e d  b y  th e  v a r io u s  A d v e n tis t  

th e o lo g ic a l  so c ie tie s . T h e n  th e re  a re  th e  

(v is io n a ry )  b lo g g e rs ,  m o re  a n d  m o re  o f  th e m , 

so m e  w ith  s ite s  o f th e i r  o w n  a n d  so m e  jo in in g  

th e  g iv e -a n d - ta k e  th a t  o th e r s  h o s t.

T h e  A d v en tis t F orum , w ith  its m ag az in e , 

in te rac tiv e  W e b  site, an d  annua l co n fe ren ces , 

b e lo n g s  to  th is  tin y  b u t em e rg in g  g roundsw ell. 

H o w  can  all th e se  p e o p le  a n d  o rg an iz a tio n s  w ell 

u p  in to  s o m e th in g  b ig  e n o u g h , an d  b o ld  

en o u g h , to  h e lp  ren e w  th e  h e a r t o f A dven tism ?

F irs t, all o f  u s , a n d  all o f  o u r  o r g a n iz a -  

t io n s ,  ca n  b e g in  to  sh a re  o n e  p o in t  o f  in d is -  

p e n s a b le  a g re e m e n t.  It g o e s  b a c k , in its  sp ir it,  

to  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f A d v e n tis t  h is to ry , a n d  it

w o  c a ta s tro p h e s  s ta n d  b e tw e e n  

A d v e n tism  a n d  its  p ro p h e t i c  m is- 

s io n . O n e  is th o u g h t le s s  e m b ra c e  

o f  h a n d -m e -d o w n  p la titu d e s . T h e  

o th e r  is c r i t iq u e  w i th o u t  p a s s io n  fo r  ren e w a l.

F or m e m b e rs  o f a le r t a n d  o p e n  m in d , h a n d -  

m e -d o w n  A d v en tism  is now , in su b s tan tia l p a rt, 

d isc re d ite d . W h e n  th e  b as ic  q u e s tio n  a b o u t o u r  

e x is te n c e  p its  c o ld  h a p p e n s ta n c e  ag a in s t lo v in g  

p u rp o se , f ix a tio n  w ith  th e  age o f  th e  e a r th  a n d  

timeframe o f  c re a tio n  is p re p o s te ro u s . W h e n  th e  

c o n f lic t  b e tw e e n  Islam  a n d  th e  W e s t  m ak es  th e  

p ro s p e c t  o f te r ro r  m o re  w o rr iso m e  th a n  th e  

p ro s p e c t o f S u n d a y  le g is la tio n , th e  c o n v e n tio n -  

al e s c h a to lo g y  fails to  b e  co m p e llin g . W h e n  

p o v e r ty  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l  b re a k d o w n  are  

m o re  o f th r e a t  th a n  je w e lry  a n d  d a n c in g , th e  

la t te r  o b se ss io n s  seem  like th e  e q u iv a le n t o f 

b u g g y  w h ip s . A n d  w h e n  th e  e v id e n c e  fo r E llen  

W h ite 's  h u m a n  fra ilty , in c lu d in g  h e r  w ea k n ess  

fo r a p p ro p r ia t in g  th e  e lo q u e n c e  o f  o th e rs  as if 

it w e re  h e r  o w n , is o v e rw h e lm in g , d en ia l o f 

th is  fra ilty  is p ra c tic a lly  in sane .

F o r as lo n g  as all th is  th o u g h tle s s n e s s  

g o e s  o n , A d v e n tism  w ill c o n t in u e  to  f lir t w ith  

ir re le v a n c e .

B ut it  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  to  d o  so. W e  ca n  re- 

th in k  o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f C r e a t io n  a n d  o f 

th e  F inal V ic to ry  o f  C h r is t .  W e  ca n  ra n k  o u r  

m o ra l a n d  sp ir itu a l p r io r i t ie s  in to  m o re  fa ith - 

ful a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  S c r ip tu re . W e  ca n  a rriv e  

a t a truthful a p p re c ia t io n  (a n d  c r it ic ism ) o f 

w h a t  E llen  W h i te  h a s  d o n e  o n  o u r  b e h a lf .

But w e  c a n n o t  d o  th is  w ith o u t  p ass io n  for 

ren ew a l. F ree-rid ers  w h o  u se  th e  c h u rc h  for 

w e d d in g s  an d  funerals a n d  c o n tr ib u te  little  tim e
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ship and Web site interaction, and by looking 

for mission-advancing partnerships. Forum 

leaders believe that others of similar mindset— 

who write and publish and take action, who 

bear responsibility for organizations and 

events—want to move forward with similar 

audacity and similar openness to collaboration.

Perhaps all this is newer, less developed, 
than it sounds. Still, collaboration has begun, 

and it will continue.
It had better. Rufus Jones, the Quaker 

pioneer, told his people: "[W ]e can be bearers 
of a torch or we can carefully husband a little 

flame." Prophetic Adventism will remain but a 

little flame—except as we who see the vision 

link our arms and do all we can to make the 

circle wider.
So let's shake our fists at the naysayers 

and dream-slayers, and rise up in one accord 
to declare, as trumpets do, that we are here. 

And let's say further, and say unmistakably, 
that we will cause something to happen; we 

will make a difference.
Margaret Mead, the anthropologist, said: 

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 
Allowing for some refinement, that sentence is 
an echo of what the prophets said. And it's the 
right spirit, today, for prophetic Adventism.

Robert Frost somewhere remarked that 
courage and decisiveness are "Better than all 
the stalemate an's and ifs.” W e can wring our 
hands at the prospect of the two catastrophes 
that stand between the church and its 
prophetic mission—or we can muster the guts 

and energy to dance our way around them.
The dance is better, and the dance is 

more fun. ■

Charles Scriven chairs the 

Adventist Forum board of directors.

reflects (or so 1 would argue) the spirit of the 

New Testament itself. I mean agreement that 

thanks to the grace and peace of Christ, we DO intend 

to keep the commandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus; we DO intend to help one another flourish; we 

DO intend to serve and change the world. Agree- 

ment here would put grace first, and it would 
link our thankful response with action that 

makes a difference—in our own lives and in 

the lives of others. This could be a mantra for 
prophetic Adventism. If we didn't agree on it, at 

least more or less, we wouldn't matter.

If the tiny but emerging groundswell is to 

count for anything, the second necessity is 

that we work at achieving new vision. Under 
the husk of hand-me-down platitudes is the 

kernel of insight. The pioneers did not know 
everything, but they did know that Jesus saves 

and hope invigorates. They did know that 
Christianity has veered too far from its Jewish 
underpinnings. They did know that state-hug- 

ging piety produces Christendom, the demon- 
ic union of church and state. What is more, 

they did know that where faithfulness and pas- 
sion come together, a small number—a mere 
remnant—can make an outsized difference.

Today's devotees of prophetic Adventism 
can build on the acumen of these pioneers, 

and not least the acumen of Ellen White, in 
order to renew the way we see and act. It will 
take courage; it will take scholarship; it will 
take imagination and consensus building. But 
renewal can happen, and out of passion for 
hope and disdain for cynicism (that supreme 

weapon of cowardice), it must happen.
Finally, if the heart of Adventism is to be 

renewed, the champions of new vision must 

find new ways to collaborate, and make new 
efforts, every day, to find new partners. 
Prophetic Adventism is the most demanding 

kind, and also the most satisfying and most 
consequential. But it is a bare abstraction with- 
out the time and treasure—and cooperation—of 
human beings. It is a bare abstraction, that is, 
unless it is embodied. The Adventist Forum wants 
to exemplify all of this—by growing member­
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