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Summer reading
responses

Re: Spectrum 41-3

My copy of the most recent issue of Spectrum recently
arrived (up here to Canada). | just wish to say: Excellent
jobl Kudos to you and all on your staff. [ was especially
impressed with the student section, and rather pleased to
see the amount of representation from students here at
Canadian University College—including the wonderful

cover art!

Wowl

Thank you,

JOHN MCDOWELL

CANADIAN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
ALBERTA, CANADA

Re: “What's an Adventist, Anyway?”

by Giampiero Vassallo

Thank you, Giampiero, for your insightful article. Grow-
ing up in Canada in a largely First Nations community,
within a mixed Irish/Métis family, | saw the conflict
between bounded-set and centered-set worldviews on a
regular basis. Many of the cultures originating within
North America are largely centered-set, in contrast to the
Western-style culture that shapes our national govern-
ments. Over the past few hundred years, these various cul-
tures have been forced to form bounded-set organizations
in order to interact with a bounded-set government other-
wise incapable of understanding them. The enforced
closed-set nature of these imposed organizations has led to
a gradual change in self-identity as we start to believe a
bounded story, leading to the creation of divisions within
communities based on arbitrary intrinsic concepts like
blood quantum, ideas that have no relational meaning what-
soever. Where once marriage or friendship meant inclu-
sion, intrinsic boundaries now can keep people separate.

Where once the centrality of a way of living with the land

and each other was what defined a community, now this
approach to establishing identity has faded in the face of
lists of defined intrinsic qualities enforced with violence by
authorities, or even by individuals within groups.

Watching this struggle play out in my church is diffi-
cult, because | can look back in history and see all the
ways in which this approach has played out horribly,
resulting in the destruction of relationships and the impos-
sibility of building new ones. When | see the centrality of
a way of searching for truth being replaced with lists of
group-sanctioned identity markers, | appreciate knowing
that there are others who resist resorting to bounded-set
shortcuts as a way of defining and structuring our church
community. | hope to see a real change as we as a commu-
nity become aware of the inherent incompatibility of this
worldview with the character of Christ.

DALE MCCREERY
HazeLTON, B.C., CANADA
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Editing the 28
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Annual Council Delegates Review Suggested
Rewording to 28 Fundamental Beliefs

BY ELIZABETH LECHLEITNER/ADVENTIST NEWS NETWORK

Annual Council delegates recently approved the next
step in a five-year process to better articulate the
church'’s core beliefs, using clearer—and frequently more
inclusive—language.

Adventist theologians led delegates through a reading
of an edited draft of all 28 Fundamental Beliefs prepared
by the church’s Fundamental Beliefs Review Committee.
The group was appointed in 2011 to follow up on a
decision during the 2010 General Conference Session to
strengthen the church’s interpretation of origins.

[t came as no surprise, then, that Fundamental Belief
Number 6 received the most red ink. One proposed edit
to the church’s belief on Creation replaces “In six days,
the Lord made” with “In a recent, six-day creation, the
Lord made.” Another suggested change specifies that
creation took place within the span of “six literal days.”

The word “literal” closes what some Adventists have
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claimed is an interpretive loophole that hypothetically
allows theistic evolution to explain the Genesis origins
account.

The edited draft also replaces the document'’s citation
of the first verse of Genesis, which states “In the begin-
ning, God created the heavens and the Earth” with a
passage from Exodus 20, which says God created “the
heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them...”

The change allows for differing understandings of
whether the creation of the “cosmos,” or universe, was
coincident with the six-day creation of life on earth.
Some creationist Adventist theologians believe Genesis
1:1 may refer to creation in a broader sense (see Job
38:7), whereas Exodus 20:11, the draft states, “seems to
restrict the creative act to what took place during the six
days of creation.”

“The suggested version doesn't bring anything new to
the belief. It just states with a firmer voice, or a more
clear voice, what we have always believed,” said Artur
Stele, an Adventist world church vice president and co-
chair of the Fundamental Beliefs Review Committee.

Overall, the draft proposes changes—most of which
are minor and editorial in nature—to eighteen of the
church’s 28 Fundamental Beliefs.

Stele provided additional background on the new
gender-neutral language that shows up consistently
throughout the draft document. “Man and “mankind”
now read “human” and “humanity.”

“We wanted to determine whether the suggestion was
biblical or just reflecting the spirit of the day,” Stele
said. After a close study of Hebrew usage in the Old
Testament, “you cannot conclude words such as ‘man’
only refer to the masculine gender.”

Even in the New Testament, Stele said, inclusivity is
the clear biblical intent. The original Greek word “man”

was always gender-neutral until the modern era. “It



means human being,” he said.

The draft also underscores the church’s belief on Mar-
riage and Family, suggesting that the phrase “a man and
a woman” replace the current word “partners” to ensure
that the church’s definition of marriage cannot apply to
same-sex unions. The new version “removes any ambigu-
ity,” church leaders said, that could be “misused” by
Adventists supporting gay, lesbian or transgender mar-
riages. Changes to Fundamental Belief Number 23 also
include removing the word “disciplinarian” when urging
parents to emulate Christ’s relationship with humanity
when raising their children.

Highlights

The draft also does away with outdated English
vocabulary and usage. “Which” frequently becomes
“that” and “gracious” is now used to describe God,
instead of “beneficent.” Another change replaces the
archaic word “fruitage” with “fruit.”

Stele assured delegates that the Fundamental Beliefs
Review Committee only included proposed changes that
met several criteria. The only included suggestions that sur-
vived editorial scrutiny were ones that “deepen” the state-
ment, refrain from “elaborations of ideas already present” or
present key ideas currently missing. The committee also
editing the 28 =% continued on page 10...
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@ Marriage and the Family

Marriage was divincly cstablished in Eden and affinmed by Jesus 1o be a lifclong undon
betwecn o man and a woman in loving companionship. For the Christian a marriage commitment
is 1o God as well as tothe spovse, and should be emtered into onby berween a man and womsamn
pesmess who share a commeon faith. BMwal bove, honoer, respect, and responsibility ane the fabric
of this relationship, which is 1o refleert the love, sanctity, closeness, and permancnes of the
relationship between Christ and His church. Begarding divorez, JTesus tanght that the person who
divorces a sponse, except for fornication, and marrics another, commits adultery. Although some
10 family relationships may fall short of the kcal, Resrsss-pasiees 2 man and a woman who folly
1l commit themsehves to cach other in Christ throupgh masrizge may achicve loving unity through
12 the goidance of the Spirit and the mrbore of the church. God blesses the family and intends that
13 itz members shall aszist cach other toward complete manerity. Parcnts are fo bring up their
14 children e love and obey the Lord. By their example and their words they are 1o teach them that
15 Chriat is a loving., tender, and caring coansclor v isetphiamshorer-eaderahd-sarhtz: who
l6  wants them to boeome members of His body, the family of God. Tnorcasing family eloscness is
17 ane of the carmarks of the final pospel message. (Gen. 2:18-25; Exod. 2001 2; Deut. §:5-7;
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2 Christ's Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary
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editing the 28 =% continued from page 10...

The Fundamental Beliefs Review Committee will

welcomed editorial suggestions meant to clarify or con- prepare a second draft of the document for the 2014

dense the beliefs. Members rejected any suggestions that Annual Council, Schoun said. Ultimately, delegates

they felt “primarily promoted a personal agenda,” he said. will vote whether to add the second draft to the agen-
Adventist world church General Vice President Ben da of the 2015 General Conference Session, where a

Schoun, who chaired the presentation, reminded dele- final vote would occur. Wl

gates that the draft is “not the final copy” and urged

them not to spend the afternoon debating semantics. To view the entire document online, go to http:/news.adventist.org/filead-

He then invited delegates to lead discussions in their min/news.adventist.org/files/news/2013/FB_pc_133GS pdf

respective church divisions and submit further edits to
the Fundamental Beliefs by June 1, 2014.
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