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baseball news n noteworthy

Los Angeles Dodgers honor 
Frank Jobe
BY CHLOÉ ROBLES-EVANO

On April 21, 2014 the Dodgers named their
training facility in honor of Frank Jobe (left), who
served as the team physician for forty years. 

Frank Jobe, innovator of the “Tommy
John” surgery, passed away on March 6 in Los

Angeles at the age of eighty-eight. Jobe is an alumna of
Collegedale Academy, La Sierra University and Loma Linda
University. La Sierra University named Jobe as its Alumnus
of the Year on April 19, 2013.

Jobe revolutionized sports medicine in 1974 with a sur-
gery that gave pitchers a career longevity previously un heard
of. Tommy John, a Dodger pitcher, tore his ulnar collateral
ligament and had no hope of playing again without surgery.
Jobe proposed taking a ligament from his good elbow and
using it to repair the ligament in his pitching arm.

The operation was a success and in 2014, an estimated
one-third of all Major League pitchers have undergone this
procedure. Without Jobe’s groundbreaking procedure it is
estimated by an ESPN report that the amount of pitchers in
Major League Baseball would be decreased by approximate-
ly twenty-five percent.

Jobe contributed as the Dodgers’ team physician for forty
years until his retirement in 2008. Even after his retirement
he actively participated in the Dodgers organization by
attending games, conversing with players and staff, and act-
ing as a special advisor to the chairman of the franchise.

Jobe is survived by his wife, Beverly, four sons, their
spouses, and eight grandchildren. n

Chloé Robles-Evano recently graduated from Pacific Union College with

a communications degree. She manages subscriptions and assists with the

Spectrum website.

In memory of Gary Land
BY BEN MCARTHUR

When Gary Land died the last Sabbath of this past April,
we lost a person who stood at the center of the Adventist
historical community for over forty years. His contribu-
tions went well beyond the many books he wrote and
edited and beyond his influence as teacher and depart-
ment chair at Andrews University. He served the church
as a Christian intellectual, and in the New York Review of
Books sense of that term, was perhaps the first in Adventist
higher education.  If I exaggerate, it’s only slightly. Let me
explain.

Gary was a graduate of Monterey Bay Academy and
Pacific Union College. From college he went directly to
University of California Santa Barbara, where he studied
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American intellectual history with Robert Kelley
(and worked for Otis Graham). When Ronald
Numbers left Andrews for Loma Linda in 1970,
Gary received the call to Berrien Springs. He
would spend his entire career at Andrews, retir-
ing in 2010.

I was there at his beginning. Having survived
the gauntlet of Don McAdams’ world civ class
as a freshman, I found myself the next year in
Gary’s American history sequence. I saw a lanky
and already-balding figure enter the classroom.
Soft-spoken and easily embarrassed, he was the
model of diffidence. It was an endearing quality.
Gary’s humility and willingness to question his
own ideas became his professional persona.  

None of that mattered to me then. What I
encountered was an approach to history I didn’t
know existed: the history of ideas, styles, and sen-
sibilities. It was exhilarating. Without the benefit
of PowerPoint (or any visual aid other than chalk
and blackboard), Gary elucidated the concepts
that shaped America. I soon determined that this
was the subject for me. Over the next two years I
took whatever courses he offered. In the process,
Gary assigned books of a complexity not often
seen in our current classrooms: works by Edmund
Morgan, Bernard Bailyn, Richard Hofstadter, and
Perry Miller—–all giants in the American history

field in the 1970s. I took advantage of his good
nature (and the fact that he was still a bachelor)
to occasionally drop by his apartment, where we
would talk literature. When he recommended
John Dos Passos or William Styron, I dutifully
found copies.  

It was Gary’s engagement not only with his-
tory but also with literature and religious
thought that gave him a special place in Adven-
tist academia. Andrews University in the 1970s
housed an unusual number of accomplished fac-
ulty (the Seminary purge notwithstanding).
Gary stood apart for his knowledge of the
Western intellectual tradition and particularly
the currents of American thought. He always
seemed the best-read person in any gathering.
Further, he consciously sought to infuse this
vein of intellectual serious-mindedness into
Adventist discourse. I think of one example: his
book Teaching History: A Seventh-day Adventist
Approach, was both a conceptually sophisticated
and a practical treatment of the subject.  

I trust that most veterans of the Adventist
Forum community recognize Gary’s central role
through the decades. Although not one of the
organization’s founders, as author and long-time
member of Spectrum’s editorial board, he helped
shape the most important organ of open discus-
sion in the church.  

At this sad time, we can be grateful that Gary
had the satisfaction of seeing one of his most
significant works, Ellen Harmon White: American
Prophet (which he co-edited with Terrie Aamodt
and Ron Numbers), fresh off the press. And
though he will not see the final product, he was
able to complete his biography of Uriah Smith.
Predictably, he already had set to work on a
new project. 

To end where I began, Gary Land occupied a
singular place in the Adventist academy. He
often devoted his time to championing the proj-
ects of others (as in making sure that Everett
Dick’s groundbreaking 1930 dissertation on the
Millerites finally found publication in 1994).
Such efforts were in the service of his driving
vision: a church, a Christianity informed by his-
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torical reflection.  Gary was part of that special
generational cohort which nudged our denomi-
nation toward intellectual self-scrutiny.
Although the church has wavered in its commit-
ment to this uncomfortable endeavor, Gary
marched straight ahead, to the end persuaded
that only the examined religious tradition was
worth embracing. n

Ben McArthur is professor of history at Southern Adventist

University. After writing two books on the history of American

theater, he switched his scholarly focus to the Adventist

Church. He is writing a biography of A. G. Daniells, the

longest-serving president of the General Conference.

One Boy and Baseball: 
The 1887 Diary of S. Parker Smith, 
Age 15

BY GARY LAND

Renowned baseball historian Harold Seymour
describes in general terms how the game of
baseball was played by boys in the late nine-
teenth century, but there is little published
information that provides a more specific pic-
ture of how youth interacted with the game.
The 1887 diary of fifteen-year-old S. Parker
Smith of Battle Creek, Michigan, offers insight
into the role that the game played in the life of
one teenager and more generally offers a
glimpse into how the game of baseball was
played by boys in the late-nineteenth century.1

In the mid-1880s, Battle Creek, located in the
southwestern portion of Michigan’s lower penin-
sula, was a rapidly growing city with a population
of more than ten thousand. Baseball arrived in the
city by the mid-1860s2 and over the next two
decades several teams with such names as the
“Columbia,” “Colored,” “Crescent,” “Excelsior,”
“Irish,” and “Monarch” functioned at one time or
another. According to a local historian, games
were played on the flats near the Grand Trunk
Railroad tracks and on Merrett’s Commons
between Mrs. Merrett’s woods and her orchards.3

Battle Creek was also home to a large Sev-

enth-day Adventist community. This young
denomination, which had risen out of the Mil-
lerite movement of the 1840s, had established
its headquarters in Battle Creek in 1855. In addi-
tion to its General Conference which adminis-
tered the church, it had also developed three
important institutions. The Review and Herald
Publishing Association had been incorporated in
1861 and by the mid-1880s was the largest
commercial printer in Michigan, in addition to
publishing Adventist periodicals and books. The
Battle Creek Sanitarium had been founded in
1866, and under the leadership of John Harvey
Kellogg expanded rapidly in the 1870s and
1880s to attract an international clientele. Final-
ly, the Adventists established Battle Creek Col-
lege in 1874, which despite temporary closure
in 1881 had nearly 500 students in 1887.4 These
institutions were located close to one another in
what was known as the “West End” of Battle
Creek, and developed around them an Adventist
community of more than 2,000 people.5

Samuel Parker Smith was part of this commu-
nity because his father, Uriah, had been an editor
of the denomination’s general paper, the Review
and Herald, ever since its move to Battle Creek.
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“Parker,” as Samuel was known, attended Battle
Creek College while living at home with his fam-
ily. Parker began keeping a diary in 1884, making
several references to baseball, but only main-
tained it through the month of April.6 In 1887,
however, he kept up his diary throughout the
year. It was a “pocket” diary, and the small vol-
ume gave only minimal space for recording daily
activities and thoughts. Probably because of this
physical limitation, Parker’s daily accounts are
rather cryptic, rarely supplying much detail but
giving the highlights of each day’s activities. Thus
a typical daily entry might include references to a
book he was reading, a trip to the store, and his
work in the garden. Among these various activi-
ties, Parker, who clearly enjoyed games of all
kinds, included many references to baseball that
offer a clear picture of one late-nineteenth-centu-
ry boy’s relationship to the game.

The two outdoor games that Parker engaged
in most frequently were football and baseball.
The diary provides information that suggests the
seasonal trajectory of the games over the course
of the year (see chart below). In contrast to our

own time, football was primarily a late-winter
and spring sport for Parker, and he begins with
two references to football in January7 and seven
in February.8 Although the diary’s first reference
to baseball appeared on Sunday, March 13,
where Parker states that he “Played base & foot-
ball,”9 he continued to emphasize football with
sixteen additional references during the month,10

compared with that single baseball reference. 
In April, the references to playing some form

of baseball increased to six,11 compared with fif-
teen football references.12 The ratio between
football and baseball shifted in May, and by
June, baseball was clearly the dominant game,
for Parker played football only once,13 but base-
ball sixteen times.14

The seasonal trajectory of baseball and football as
recorded by S. Parker Smith.

“Had a game 

of base ball 

in afternoon

between 

married men

and single men,

which came 

out 20 to 8 

in favor of 

single men.”

—S. Parker Smith

The Uriah Smith Family. Front, left to right: Harriet

Smith, Charles Stevens Smith, Uriah Smith. Back,

left to right: Annie Arabelle Smith, Leon Alberti

Smith, Uriah Wilton Smith, Samuel Parker Smith.
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Although one might expect a continued increase
in baseball activity in the high summer months of
July and August, that was not the case with Park-
er Smith. In July he played baseball seven times15

and football twice,16 while the following month
he played baseball eight times17 and again made
two references to football.18 Baseball activity
picked up again in September, however, probably
because the start of school at Battle Creek Col-
lege brought more young people together, and
continued going strong through the fall season to
November. In December Parker made no refer-
ences to baseball and indicated that he played
football once.19 Thus, in the case of Parker Smith,
baseball activity increased significantly in the late
spring and early summer, decreased during the
summer months of July and August, and reached
its highest level in the early fall months of Sep-
tember and October. 

For Parker, the term “baseball” referred to a
variety of other baseball-related games. Presum-
ably Parker’s references to simply playing base-
ball refer to a game with two teams playing
against one another, although not necessarily
involving a full complement of nine players on
each side. Most of these baseball “games” were
probably informal affairs, but Parker occasional-
ly speaks of playing a “match game.” On Sun-
day, May 29, for instance, he states that he
“played in College nine in match game with
Sanitarium which came out 18 for coll. and 16
for San.”20 A few weeks later, the two institu-
tions once again played against each other in a
three-inning game, and the college won 15 to
13.21 Although he did not use the term “match
game,” Parker apparently also played other for-
mally-organized games as well. In August, he
participated in a game, presumably on a team of
college students or other West Enders, against a
team from the St. Philippe Catholic school or
church, with Parker playing the catcher’s posi-
tion. On this particular occasion his team lost
by a score of 25 to 7.22

As baseball activity picked up in September,
Parker played in games where teams were
formed on unique bases. “Had a game of base

ball in afternoon between married men and sin-
gle men, which came out 20 to 8 in favor of sin-
gle men.36 I pitched for the single men.”23 In
early November, in what appears to have been a
school-related game, “Small fellows played big
ones. I pitched for little boys, and had great
freedom. We played in afternoon. They had to
get 5 men out before the side was out and we
only 3. Beat them 20 to 21.”24

Most of these matches and more informal
games took place on the north side of the Battle
Creek College campus, what Parker referred to
as the “Coll. Yd.”25 Although called a “college,”
the school actually provided education from the
elementary through the college level. Perhaps
because of the wide range of ages on one cam-
pus, the close-knit nature of the Adventist com-
munity, and Parker’s proximity to the college, his
baseball games appear to have involved a fairly
wide range of ages. The Battle Creek City Directory
provides occupational information on some of
the individuals that Parker names in his diary,
identifying H. Ertzen Kellogg as a gilder at the
Review and Herald Publishing Association,
Charles L. Kilgore as a teacher, Charles Fields as

The diary of 

S. Parker Smith

provides us 

with a unique

picture of 

one fifteen-

year-old’s

enthusiasm 

for and 

activity in 

the game.

An older S. Parker Smith
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a music teacher, Edwin Barnes as a professor of music at the
college, William Johnson as an office clerk at the Sanitari-
um, and Fred Roberts as an engraver at the Review and
Herald Publishing Association.26 It seems that Parker’s
games often involved young people from their mid-teens to
at least their early twenties. Other hints in his diary suggest
that he sometimes played with older men, as when he
twice mentions playing on the “College nine” in a match
game with the sanitarium, writes about a team of single
men playing a team of married men, and briefly mentions a
church picnic game.27 For Parker, it appears that baseball
was not simply a game that he played with neighborhood
boys of approximately his own age, but instead involved
youth, from mid-teens to young men in their twenties and
perhaps even older.

But much of Parker’s baseball activity did not involve
team competition. Many times he simply refers to “playing
catch.”28 Parker seems to have preferred being a pitcher and
sometimes took advantage of these games of catch to
improve his skills. On September 7, Parker notes that
“Eertzen Kellogg came up in the afternoon and we prac-
ticed throwing curves.”29 In October, he “Slung curves to
Will Johnson at noon.”30 Parker’s interest in learning how to
throw curve balls occurred only thirteen years after the
pitch experienced what Peter Morris calls its “breakout
year” in 1874,31 and suggests that it did not take too long
for a feature of the professional game to work its way down
to young boys’ play. Parker also writes several times of

playing grounders,32 presumably a game in which a single
batter hit ground balls to one or more fielders, with his
brother or a friend and playing bat-up and scrub.33 Whatever
the specific nature of games such as grounders, bat up, and
scrub may have been, they were clearly forms of baseball
played when there were too few players to form teams.

Historian Harold Seymour notes that even after the
Civil War, “ready-made baseballs long remained scarce
among youngsters.”34 Such seems to have been the case
with Parker. After a summer and early fall of ball playing,
in November Parker took his “old ball to pieces, put in a
new rubber ball instead of a stone and wound it up again
and got the cover to it partly cut out.” The reference to
the “stone” suggests that he may have been playing with a
homemade ball.35 He finished repairing the ball the next
day, but two days later he unfortunately “Batted my ball
with Chuck’s bat and ripped it all to pieces.”36

Although he often played, Parker at times was a specta-
tor of the sport. The high point of his role as a spectator
occurred on August 2, when Battle Creek hosted an Eman-
cipation Day celebration that, the city newspaper report-
ed, drew some five thousand visitors. Although considered
a black holiday, the event was interracial, beginning with a
parade that started at the Methodist Episcopal Church at
ten o’clock in the morning, and included various digni-
taries, color bearers, bands, and “Base Ball Clubs, Foot Ball
Teams, [and] One Hundred Yard Runners.”37 Parker “Went
down to City Park & watched the procession of baseball
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Young boys playing baseball
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nines etc. which passed to driving park,” where
Charles Fields paid his fifteen-cent admission
fee. He then “played with downtown nines in
the game of football. […] The game of baseball
9 spots vs. Charlotte ended in 7 for former and
0 for latter.”38

One obviously cannot make any broad gener-
alizations based upon the diary of a single boy.
But Parker Smith’s diaries pose several questions
that deserve further investigation. First, it is
apparent that football and baseball competed
with one another for the boy’s attention, but that
baseball gained ascendency as the summer
advanced into fall. When, one wonders, did
baseball become the summer game and football
make its transition from late winter and spring to
fall? Second, how common was it for baseball-
related games to involve boys and young men of
a rather wide range of ages? Was this a unique
aspect related to Smith’s proximity to a college
that was part of a close-knit religious communi-
ty, or was age differentiation not so significant in
the nineteenth century? Third, was Smith’s level
of baseball activity typical of teenagers in the
late 1880s? Between mid-March and early
November he played some form of baseball
approximately one-third of the time. As his diary
indicates, Smith also had household responsibili-
ties that limited the time available for playing
games. It would be useful to determine how
Smith’s participation with baseball compared
with that of his contemporary boys. Finally, it
would be interesting to learn more about the
baseball-related games that Smith played.
Writer-historian Paul Dickson has described
“scrub” in some detail, but what was bat-up and
how did it differ from scrub? Was grounders simply
what the name suggests, one boy hitting ground
balls to another? And where did boys such as
Parker learn the techniques for pitching, or sling-
ing as Parker described it, drop balls and curves?
Hopefully other diaries and late-nineteenth cen-
tury documents can be found that will help us
gain a broader perspective of the involvement of
boys and young men in baseball. In the mean-
time, the diary of S. Parker Smith provides us

with a unique picture of one fifteen-year-old’s
enthusiasm for and activity in the game. 

So what happened to this fervent young
ballplayer? Parker graduated from Battle Creek
College in 1895. In the early 1890s, however,
the college faculty, concerned about what they
perceived as over-enthusiasm for sports, banned
match games.39 Unfortunately, we do not know
how Parker responded to this decision. After
graduation, Parker worked as a teacher for the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Michigan and
the Caribbean, and from 1903 to 1918 taught at
San Fernando Academy, a denominational sec-
ondary school in southern California. He even-
tually left teaching to grow fruit and raise
chickens and, at the age of ninety, died in Cali-
fornia in 1962.40 Whether he retained his youth-
ful enthusiasm for baseball is not known. n

Gary Land was a professor emeritus at Andrews University,

after retiring in 2010. In addition to his

work in Adventist history, he wrote several

articles on baseball history and literature.

He also edited Growing Up with Baseball

(Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press,

2004), and was a member of the Society

for American Baseball Research. He recently lost his battle with

cancer on April 26, 2014 and will be remembered by the

church community as a major figure in Adventist history.
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