from the Netherlands, J. A. O’Rourke, chimed in with a
heavily footnoted argument, replete with references to the
prophets, for what he called a “theology of social justice.”
It was published on this website, and comments on the
article, some affirming and some not, climbed to more
than 200. The first was entirely negative. The commenter,
who entered the conversation numerous times, said that
O’Rourke was reading Scripture through the lens of “Lib-
eral-Socialism,” and that the “concept of social justice’
has has little to do, in fact, with “treating others according
to the principles of God’s laws.”

Although he had a political agenda familiar (or all
too familiar) in the American context, this commenter did
emphasize the Christian obligation to do, in the here and
now, “the good works Jesus told us to so...” But the telltale
point came in several remarks that would surely seem odd
to anyone not steeped in official Adventism. Why, he won-
dered, all the preoccupation with “prophecy”? “Through
almost my entire life,” he explained, “we’ve had an over-
whelming emphasis on prophecy to the exclusion of actu-
ally doing” what Jesus wants us to do.

But Jesus himself emphasized prophecy, so what
gives? The answer is that official Adventism has con-
strued Revelation 19:10 as pointing exclusively to El-
len White—and to her reading, in particular, of last-
day events. This is a misconstrual—prophecy is by no
means merely predictive; it is divinely ordained speech
against heedless power. The consequences of the mis-
construal worsen, moreover, when official Adventism

largely overlooks Ellen White’s own attunement to

prophecy as passion for the poor, the brokenhearted,
the captive and the bruised. Prophecy is about justice,
and in prophetic perspective, justice is biased for un-
derdogs. Ellen White got that.

The commenter who objected to J. A. O’Rourke’s
argument may be assured that no contemporary take on
social justice, whether socialist, libertarian or otherwise,
exactly replicates the biblical vision. That vision came to
expression, after all, before modern political institutions
were invented, and its applicability in today’s circum-
stances must stir us to urgent conversation, not cocksure-
ness. Butitis a gross betrayal of what Jesus stood for—a
gross betrayal of the Gospel—to pretend that Revelation
19:10, or any other passage of Scripture, exempts the
church from obligations the Hebrew prophets put at the
center of covenant responsibility. If we cannot interpret
our eschatology in such a way as to buttress, not weaken,
passion for social justice, we cannot legitimately call our-
selves Christian, let alone indulge the fantasy that we, and

we alone, are the bearers of God’s last word to the world.

*Byrd’s comment appeared in the February, 2019, issue of Ad-
ventist Journey, and the General Conference president’s in the
February, 2019, issue of Adventist World. These magazines arrive
in North American Division homes bound together as one.

CHARLES SCRIVEN is a member of the Adventist Fo-
rum Board, and he served as chairperson of the Board
from 2004-2018. He lives in Arizona.

The Coddling of the Adventist Mind sy carven i

ocial psychologist, Jonathan Haidt, and his
co-author Greg Lukianoff, have attracted both
support and criticism for their book, The Coddling
of the American Mind: How Good Intentions and Bad Ideas
are Setting Up a Generation for Failure. Adventists might
be wise to consider if the Adventist cultural context
breeds mind coddling. Haidt identifies three lies that
engender a suffocating milieu that inhibits intellectual

growth; nurturing parrots rather than thinkers. What
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attracted and maintains my commitment to Adventist
Forum has been its trust in our God-imaged minds to
think and to do by challenging and afhirming thinking
on a variety of subjects. Adventist Forum through Spec-
trum magazine and website, as well as its conferences
and publications, can never be accused of coddling the
mind. Yet, I fear that in its history, and increasingly in
its current practices, Adventism coddles its members.

So, this book can be instructive.



The first lie 1s that humans lack resiliency and must
be protected from all threats, even threatening ideas.
Put another way, twenty-first-century helicopter par-
ents, those who exhibit paranoid parenting from tod-
dlerhood to university, are actually hurting their chil-
dren’s development. Within our history, that is clearly
exhibited by the 1919 Bible Conference which is re-
printed in this issue of Spectrum. The leaders decided
that the membership could not handle the truth and the
adverse consequences of that “protection” continue to
reverberate today. How many Adventist university stu-
dents are familiar with this piece of history? Are we still
coddling? Imagine how much healthier dialogue would
be possible if all Adven-
tists knew about the real
tensions and struggles
Ellen White’s inspiration
caused for the leadership
and members as the de-
nomination was founded.
Haidt’s argument asserts has been
that higher education is
not the time “to prepare
the road for the child,”
but instead, “to prepare
the child for the road.”
As a start, should not
students in an Adventist
History class be required
to read this document?

“Always trust your
feelings” is the second lie. Relying on feelings alone can
lead to myriad cognitive distortions. This will be famil-
1ar to those who have been involved with Nedley’s De-
pression Recovery Programs. All-or-nothing thinking;
Over-generalization. Mental filtering. Catastrophizing.
Is this what we are witnessing when students, acting
on feelings, have “called out” professors for address-
ing an uncomfortable topic in a manner that differed
from what a student had “always heard?” The all-or-
nothing fear of heading down a path to atheistic heresy
has triggered repeated cycles of pseudo-accountability
for targeted professors. Such fear-based actions become
barriers to academic freedom and higher education.

Decisions based solely on feelings are seldom wise and

What attracted and maintains my
commitment to Adventist Forum
its trust in our God-
imaged minds to think and to do by
challenging and affirming thinking

on a variety of subjects.

thwart the task of discerning the relevance of the Ad-
ventist apocalyptic message, among other things.

“Life 1s a battle between good and evil people” 1s the
third lie that coddles the American mind and the Ad-
ventist mind. If one adopts a superficial Cosmic Conflict
cthos, Adventists may be tempted to agree with such a bi-
nary view. Seeing the great controversy as solely a battle
between good and evil people is a superficial idea, and a
lie. More accurately, the line of good and evil crosses the
heart of each person and our view of the great contro-
versy demands a nuanced worldview. A binary view of
humans as good or evil leaves little room for peacemak-
ing efforts and inevitably leads to common-enemy pol-
itics, competition about
which group is the great-
est victim, and scapegoat-
ing. For example, coddled
Adventist minds, armed
with compliance commit-
tees, might be viewed as
embracing this lie. Many
crusades to squelch what
1s perceived as evil will ul-
timately fail and will often
lead toward mirroring,
causing the “evil bash-
ing” crusade to adopt the
unsavory tactics of the
group it is targeting.

Coddled minds dis-
tort the image of God
and suppresses the three things that will last: faith,
hope, and love. A coddled mind removes a person from
the task of living one’s faith. These three myths that
coddle American minds probably also coddle Adventist
minds. A mature Adventist will grow strong by chal-
lenging presumptions, controlling fearful feelings, and
developing a realistic view of the world with a lens that
removes binary categorizations. A fully formed Adven-
tist will not be coddled.

CARMEN LAU is board chair of Adventist Forum, the
organization that publishes Spectrum. She lives and
writes in Birmingham, Alabama.
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Books to Read on the Book of Revelation

BY KENDRA HALOVIAK VALENTINE

BAUCKHAM, RICHARD. The Theology of the Book of Revelation. Cam-
bridge University Press, 1993. This small book is packed with in-
sights as it considers Revelation from the perspective of key ideas,
including the “victory of the Lamb,” and the “New Jerusalem.”

BOESAK, ALLAN A. Comfort and Prolest: The Apocalypse from a South
African Perspective. Westminster Press, 1987. A minister in the Dutch
Reformed Mission Church of South Africa, Boesak considers Rev-
elation during the midst of his country’s struggle with apartheid.

BORING, EUGENE M. Revelation. Interpretation. John Knox Press,
1989. An excellent verse-by-verse commentary for both beginners
and those who have loved the book of Revelation for some time.
A new paperback edition is now available (2011).

BRUNT, JOHN. How to Survive Armageddon. Review and Herald
Publishing Association, 2011. An Adventist pastor helps readers
prepare for the end times without fear, and by suggesting practical
ways to live God’s kingdom in our present experiences.

COLLINS, JOHN J. The Apocalyptic Imagination: An Introduction to Jew-
wh Apocalyptic Literature. 2nd ed. Eerdmans, 1998. The most de-
manding of the works in this brief bibliography, Collins considers
the apocalyptic genre and then explores several groupings of such
works, most of which are not in the Christian Scriptures.

DAWN, MARVA J. Joy in Our Weakness: A Gifi of Hope from the Book of
Revelation, rev. ed. Ferdmans, 2002. Dawn considers the book of
Revelation from the perspective of the “gift of weakness.” As one
who suffers from physical challenges, Dawn finds the book of Reve-
lation moving for its positioning of the weak, including a slain Lamb.

GORMAN, MICHAEL J. Reading Revelation Responsibly: Uncivil Worship
and Witness. Cascade Books, 2011. This introductory work explains
various ways of reading the book of Revelation and supplies helpful
background material. In addition, the last half of the book goes
through Revelation, applying the principles discussed earlier.

HALOVIAK VALENTINE, KENDRA. Warlds at Was; Natwons in Song: Dialog-
1 Imagination and Moral Vision in the Hymns of the Book of Revelation. Wipt
and Stock, 2015. This work considers the sixteen hymns in the book
of Revelation using the literary critic Mikhail Bakhtin in its analysis.
This is the published version of a dissertation completed in 2002.

KRAYBILL, J. NELSON. Apocalypse and Allegiance: Worship, Politics, and
Devotion in the Book of Revelation. Brazos Press, 2010. Kraybill consid-
ers the subversive nature and political ramifications of Christian
faithfulness, given the realities of life in the Roman Empire.

LONGENECKER, BRUCE W. The Lost Letters of Pergamum. Baker Ac-
ademic, 2003. Using imaginative correspondence between Anti-
pas of Pergamum (Revelation 2:13) and the gospel writer Luke,
Longenecker explores the cultural context of Christians living in
major cities of Asia Minor at the end of the first century.

MORRIS, LEON. Revelation. Tyndale New Testament Commentar-
ies. Eerdmans, 1987. A favorite with my students, this phrase-by-
phrase exploration of the book of Revelation constantly encour-
ages readers to consider what the images and symbols might have
meant to John’s first readers.

PAULIEN, JON. Decoding Revelation’s Trumpets: Allusions and the Inter-
pretation of Revelation 8.7—12. Andrews University Press, 1988. In
this published version of his dissertation, Paulien considers ways
of interpreting the challenging “trumpets” section of the book
of Revelation. Paulien has also published many other books on
Revelation that are more devotional in their approach.

PETERSON, EUGENE H. Reversed Thunder: The Revelation of John
and the Praying Imagination. HarperCollins, 1988. Peterson, of The
Message Bible, shares the results of months of joint study with his
congregation as they together explore the book of Revelation as
the experience of worship and prayer.

REDDISH, MITCHELL G., ed. Apocalyptic Literature: A Reader: Abing-
don Press, 1990. This volume makes sections of Jewish and Chris-
tian apocalyptic literature accessible to beginners. A brief intro-
duction begins each part of this anthology.

ROSSING, BARBARA. The Rapture Exposed: The Message of Hope in
the Book of Revelation. Westview Press, 2005. This work not only
analyzes rapture theology, it also notes how such theology is influ-
encing American international policy.

SCHUSSLER FIORENZA, ELISABETH. The Book of Revelation: Justice
and Judgment. 2nd ed. Fortress Press, 1998. This work is for those
who wish to go a bit deeper and explore ethical and historical
issues raised by the book of Revelation.

STEFANOVIC, RANKO. Revelation of Jesus Christ. Andrews Universi-
ty Press, 2002. Written by a Seventh-day Adventist who is current-
ly teaching at Andrews Theological Seminary, this work secks to
maintain a Christ-centered focus within the historicist approach.

TONSTAD, SIGVE K. Saving God’s Reputation: The Theological Function
of Pustis Iesou in the Cosmic Narratives of Revelation. Library of New
Testament Studies. T & T Clark, 2006. Using “cosmic conflict”
as a framework for interpreting Revelation, Tonstad argues that
“the faithfulness of Jesus” defeats evil while also saving God’s
“embattled reputation.”

KENDRA HALOVIAK VALENTINE is professor of New
Testament Studies in the H. M. S. Richards Divinity
School at La Sierra University. She has served as a
pastor and taught at Adventist colleges and universi-
ties in the United States and Australia.
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KEYWORDS: Revelation, worship, liturgy, the unlocked city, seven golden candlesticks

ith Revelation as the topic for the first quarter of the 2019 Sabbath School Adult

Bible Study Guide, we wanted to join the conversation in a meaningful way. The

topic brought back fond memories of an Adventist Forum Conference where Rev-
elation was turned into a liturgy that we wanted to reshare with readers looking for a way
to have a dramatic conclusion to their Sabbath School class discussions.

Revelation specialist Sigve Tonstad, whose new commentary on Revelation is being published
by Baker Academic, contributed several articles for our website on the topic. We include one
here and encourage you to seek out the others in the Sabbath School section of our website.
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The Seven Churches of Revelation banners by Rosemary Peterson and Barbara Djordjevic.
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T hus service was part of the Second National Conference of the Association of Adventist Forums, conducted Sabbath morning, March

17, 1984, in the Loma Linda University Church.

Students in a class taught by Alan R. Collins, professor of art at Loma Linda University, created candlesticks representing the seven

churches of Revelation to be used on the platform during the Sabbath morning worship service celebrating the Apocalypse as liturgy. The

students included Jim Nazarwo, Teresa Robinson, Brad Rowe, Debra Sherman, and Reza Tabesh.

worship service approaches the Apocalypse of John

as a celestial liturgy. Believers in every age have

viewed the Apocalypse not only as a work to be
analyzed or deciphered but also as a psalm of praise to be
enacted and celebrated. The liturgical format of the book
builds on hymns and prayers that are punctuated by dox-
ologies, alleluias, and amens. Worship aids include flam-
ing candlesticks, golden bowls, and burning censers. Par-
ticipants in the service, in addition to_John, are the Risen
Lord and assorted heavenly creatures, with fully 144,000
elect leading a vast multitude in antiphonal refrains.

John’s liturgy was written for the seven churches of
Asia Minor that endured the alien atmosphere of pagan
Rome. These fledgling Christian congregations are im-
plored to honor the Lord of history who conquered the
ostentatious wealth and persecuting power of secular cul-
ture. As brutal persecution by the Babylonian beast threat-
ens the body, and subtle cultural and economic seduction
by the imperial harlot threatens the soul, these remnant
communities are exhorted to stand against false religious
and political systems and indeed to “come out of her.”

The apocalyptic language of the liturgy hurls hearers
through space and time as they journey into heavenly and
earthly subterranean spheres while piecing together frag-
ments of humankind’s cosmic story. Divine and demonic
symbols of this Great Controversy flash larger than life on
the screen of universal history. Beasts rampage and na-
tions give obedience. Harlots seduce and populations suc-
cumb. Winds blow and the earth shakes. Bowls are poured
out and history screams. Woes are flung against space and
the universe 1s hushed. And through it all the vast multi-
tude shouts, “Alleluia!”

The Babylonian beasts, imperial harlots, and demonic
dragons are real. Very real. The forms of these false systems
change, of course, but they stalk the faithful of every age.
Yet the shout of “Alleluia!” is also real. It proclaims that ul-
timate reality lies rather with the New Jerusalem than with

Babylon. The unlocked city, the temple-less religion, and

the tree of life whose leaves heal the nations, all call up a
radically new reality—a reality in which persons and cities
and churches and nations spring from values inspired by
One who says, “Behold, I am making all things new.”

In anticipation of this new reality—and in the face of
false Babylonian powers which coerce, manipulate, and
persecute—the slain Lamb calls believers to form rem-
nant communities which heal, nurture, and build. This
call has enabled the faithful remnant throughout history
to cope and to hope. And it is this same call that our own
worshiping community celebrates and enacts.

“Hear, you who have ears to hear, what the Spirit says

to the churches!”

THE SETTING

The congregation enters the sanctuary in silence.
Each worshiper is provided with a worship folder contain-
ing apocalypse art as well as the text of the liturgy. The
chancel centrum boasts seven golden candlesticks which
range from five to seven feet in height. Each candlestick is
sculpted to bear witness to the characteristics of a given
church which John the Revelator addresses at the opening
of his work. With the reading of each of the seven mes-
sages to the seven churches, the respective candle is lit.

The hour previous to worship has included stories of
contemporary remnants who have faced beastly Babylo-
nian powers: Dietrich Boenhoeffer, German pastor-theo-
logian who inspired the “confessing church” to resist Hit-
ler’s Third Reich; Anne Frank, young Jewish girl whose
diary on the Holocaust survives as an eloquent testament
of hope; Maximillian Kolbe, Catholic priest imprisoned at
Auschwitz who volunteered to die in the place of a fellow
prisoner; and Vladimir Shelkov, True and Iree Adventist
in Russia who was repeatedly imprisoned for his faith.

The congregation is thus prepared to celebrate the
Apocalypse as a psalm of hope which speaks to every age;
an affirmation that the baby, the woman, and the remnant

triumph over the beast, the harlot, and Babylon.
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The Seven Churches of Revelation banners by Rosemary Peterson and Barbara Djordjevic.

THE CHURCHES

First Reader:

I, John, your brother, who share with you in the suffering
And endurance which is ours in Jesus—

I was on the island called Patmos

Because I had preached God’s word

And borne my testimony to Jesus.

It was on the Lord’s day, and I was caught up by the Spirit;
And behind me I heard a loud voice,

Like the sound of a trumpet, which said to me,

Audience:
Write down what you see on a scroll and send it to the seven churches:

To Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.

Second Reader:
And when I turned, I saw seven standing lamps of gold,
And among the lamps one like a Son of Man.

He laid his right hand upon me and said,

Audience:
Do not be afraid.
I am the first and the last, and I am the living one;

For I was dead and now I am alive for evermore.
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Here is the secret of the seven lamps of gold:

The seven lamps are the seven churches.

First Reader:

To the angel of the church at Ephesus write:

I know all your ways, your toil and your fortitude.

Tortitude you have;

You have borne up in my cause and never flagged.

But I have this against you that you have lost your early love.
Think from what a height you have fallen;

Repent, and do as you once did.

Children’s Choir:
To those that are victorious I will give the right to eat
From the tree of life that stands in the Garden of God.

Audience:

Hear, you who have ears to hear, what the Scripture says to the churches!

Second Reader:

To the angel of the church at Smyrna write:

I know how hard pressed you are, and poor—and yet you are rich!
Do not be afraid of the suffering to come.

The Devil will throw some of you into prison, to put you to the test:

And for ten days you will suffer cruelly.

Children’s Choir:
Only be faithful till death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Those who are victorious cannot be harmed by the second death.

Audience:

Hear, you who have ears to hear, what the Spirit says to the churches!

First Reader:

To the angel of the church at Pergamum write:

I know where you live; it is the place where Satan has his throne.

And yet you are holding fast to my cause. You did not deny your faith in me

Even at the time when Antipas, my faithful witness,

Was killed in your city, the home of Satan.

But I have a few matters to bring against you:

You have in Pergamum some that eat food sacrificed to idols and commit fornication.

So repent!

Children’s Choir:

To those who are victorious I will give to eat of the hidden manna.
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Audience:

Hear, you who have ears to hear, what the Spirit says to the churches!

Second Reader:

To the angel of the church at Thyatira write:

I know all your ways, your love and faithfulness,

Your good service and your fortitude;

And of late you have done better than at first.

Yet I have this against you:

You tolerate that Jezebel, who claims to be a prophetess,
Who by her teaching lures my servants into fornication
And into eating food sacrificed to idols.

And now I speak to you others in Thyatira,

Who do not accept this teaching,

On you I will impose no further burden.

Only hold fast to what you have, until I come.

Children’s Choir:
To those who are victorious and who persevere in doing my will to the end,

I will give authority over the nations.

Audience:

Hear, you who have ears to hear, what the Spirit says to the churches!

First Reader:

To the angel of the church at Sardis write:

I know all your ways;

That though you have a name for being alive you are dead.

Wake up, and put strength into what is left, which must otherwise die!

For I have not found any work of yours completed in the eyes of my God.

So remember the teaching you received; observe it, and repent.

Children’s Choir:
Those who are victorious shall thus be robed all in white;

Their names I will never strike off the roll of the living.

Audience:

Hear, you who have ears to hear, what the Spirit says to the churches!

Second Reader:

To the angel of the church at Philadelphia write:

I know all your ways;

I have set before you an open door which no one can shut.

Your strength, I know, is small,

Yet you have observed my commands and have not disowned my name.

Because you have kept my command and stood fast,
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I'will also keep you from the ordeal that is to fall on the whole world.
I'am coming soon;

Hold fast what you have, and let no one rob you of your crown.

Children’s Choir:

Those who are victorious I will write the name of my God upon them,
And the name of the city of my God,

That new Jerusalem which is coming down out of heaven from my God,

And my own new name.

Audience:
Hear, you who have ears to hear, what the

Spirit says to the churches!

First Reader:

To the angel of the church at Laodicea write:

I know all your ways; you are neither hot nor cold!
How I wish you were either hot or cold!

But because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold,
I will spit you out of my mouth.

You say, ‘How rich I am! And how well I have done!
I have everything I want in the world!”

In fact, though you do not know it,

you are the most pitiful wretch, poor, blind, and naked.

Children’s Choir:
To those who are victorious I will grant a place on my throne,

As I myself was victorious and sat down with my father on his throne.

Audience:
Hear, you who have ears to hear, what the

Spirit says to the churches!

HYMN: “THE CHURCH HAS ONE FOUNDATION”

Note: During the singing of the hymn-anthem, young people carry paper banners emblazoned with the
names of patriols, prophets, and friends within the congregation. These banners are hung at various
ponts in the sanctuary as shides bathe the walls with _full-face photos of the congregation’s diverse

membership.

THE PORTENTS

First Reader:
At once I was caught up by the Spirit.
There in heaven stood a throne,

And on the throne sat one whose appearance was like
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The gleam of jasper and cornelian.

In a circle about this throne were twenty-four other thrones,

And on them sat twenty-four elders wearing crowns of gold.

From the throne went out flashes of lightning and peals of thunder.
Burning before the throne were seven flaming torches,

And in front of it stretched what seemed a sea of glass,

Like a sheet of ice.

The twenty-four elders fall down

Before the One who sits on the throne

And worship him who lives for ever and ever;

And as they lay their crowns before the throne they cry:

Audience:

Thou art worthy, O Lord our God,

To receive glory and honor and power,
Because thou didst create all things;

By thy will they were created, and have their being!

Second Reader:

After this I looked and saw a vast throng,

Which no one could count,

From every nation, of all tribes, peoples, and languages,
Standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb.
They were robed in white and had palms in their hands,
And they shouted together:

Audience:
Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom,
Thanksgiving and honor, power and might,

Be to our God for ever and ever! Amen!

First Reader:

Then one of the elders turned to me and said,

Audience:

These that are robed in white

Are those who have passed through the great ordeal;
They have washed their robes and made them white
In the blood of the Lamb.

That is why they stand before the throne

And minister to him day and night in his temple;
And he who sits on the throne will dwell with them.
They shall never again feel hunger or thirst,

The sun shall not beat on them nor any scorching heat,
Because the Lamb will be their shepherd
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And will guide them to the springs of the water of life;
And God will wipe all tears from their eyes.

Second Reader:

Next appeared a great portent in heaven,

A woman robed with the sun, beneath her feet the moon,
And on her head a crown of twelve stars.

She was pregnant, and in the anguish of her labor

She cried out to be delivered.

Then a second portent appeared in heaven:

A great red dragon with seven heads and ten horns;

And with his tail he swept down a third of the stars in the sky and flung them to the earth.

The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth,
So that when her child was born he might devour it.

She gave birth to a male child,

Who is destined to rule all nations with an iron rod.

But her child was snatched up to God and his throne;

And the woman herself fled into the wilds.

Audience:

At this the dragon grew furious with the woman,
And went off to wage war on the rest of her offspring,
That is, on those who keep God’s commandments

And maintain their testimony to Jesus.

First Reader:

Then out of the sea I saw a beast rising

It had ten horns and seven heads.

Men worshiped the dragon because he had conferred his authority
Upon the beast and they worshiped the beast also.

It was also allowed to wage war on God’s people and to defeat them,
And was granted authority over every tribe and people,

Language and nation.

All on earth will worship it,

Except those whose names the Lamb that was slain

Keeps in the roll of the living,

Written there since the world was made.

Then I saw another beast, which came up out of the earth;

It had two horns like a lamb’s but spoke like a dragon.

It was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast,

So that it could cause all who would not worship the image to be put to death.

Audience:
Moreover, it caused everyone,

Great and small, rich and poor, slave and free,
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To be branded with a mark on his right hand or forehead,
And no one was allowed to buy or sell

Unless he bore this beast’s mark, either name or number.

Second Reader:

Then I saw an angel flying in mid-heaven,

With an eternal gospel to proclaim to those on earth,
To every nation and tribe, language and people.

He cried in a loud voice,

Audience:
Fear God and pay homage;
Tor the hour of his judgment has come!

Worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the water-springs!

First Reader:

Then another angel, a second, followed, and he cried,

Audience:
Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great,

She who has made all nations drink the fierce wine of her fornication.

Second Reader:
Yet a third angel followed, crying out loud,

Audience:

Whoever worships the beast and its image

And receives its mark on his forehead or hand,
He shall drink the wine of God’s wrath

Poured undiluted into the cup of his vengeance.
And there will be no respite day or night

For those who worship the beast and its image

Or receive the mark of its name.

First Reader:
Here the fortitude of God’s people has its place—

In keeping God’s commands and remaining loyal to Jesus.

Second Reader:

And then I saw a woman mounted on a scarlet beast
Which was covered with blasphemous names

And had seven heads and ten horns.

The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet

And bedizened with gold and jewels and pearls.

In her hand she held a gold cup,
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Full of obscenities and the foulness of her fornication;

And written on her forechead was a name with a secret meaning:

Babylon the great, the mother of whores and of every obscenity on earth.
The woman, I saw, was drunk with the blood of God’s people

And with the blood of those who had borne their testimony to Jesus.

The angel said to me,

Audience:

The ten horns you saw are ten kings

Who will confer their power and authority upon the beast.

They will wage war upon the Lamb, but the Lamb will defeat them,
Tor he is Lord of lords and King of kings,

And his victory will be shared by his followers,

Called chosen and faithful.

Note: Prior to the singing of the hymn-anthem, slides are projected on the walls to depict mod-
ern expressions of Babylonian powers and remnant communities. Drawings of the manipulative
beasts and dragons created by the congregation’s children are interspersed with drawings and mag-

azine pictures, selected by the children, which communicate both hope and despair:

swings bombs
roller skates guns
dolls swastika
baseball KKK
home Hiroshima
trees death
flowers hunger
church book-burning
family bombed churches
friends John F. Kennedy
community Robert F. Kennedy
life Martin Luther King, Jr.
clouds their widows
sun their families
rainbow Gandhi

A bell is tolled.

HYMN: “FOR ALL THE SAINTS”

THE JUDGMENT

First Reader:

After this I saw another angel coming down out of heaven;
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He came with great authority and the earth was lit up with his splendor.

Then in a mighty voice he proclaimed,

Audience:

Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!

She has become a dwelling for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit,
For every foul and loathsome bird.

For all nations have drunk deep

Of the fierce wine of her fornication.

Second Reader:

The merchants of the earth also will weep and mourn for her,
Because no one any longer buys their cargoes,

Cargoes of gold and silver, jewels and pearls,

Cloths of purple and scarlet, silks and fine linens,

Wine, oil, flour, wheat, chariots, slaves, and the lives of men.

First Reader:

Then I saw the beast was taken prisoner,

And so was the false prophet who had worked miracles in its presence
And deluded those that had received the mark of the beast

And worshiped its image.

The two of them were thrown alive into the lake of fire

With its sulfurous flames.

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key of the abyss
And a great chain in his hands.

He seized the dragon, that serpent of old, the Devil or Satan,

And chained him up for a thousand years;

He threw him into the abyss, shutting and sealing it over him,

So that he might seduce the nations no more.

Second Reader:

Then I saw a great white throne, and the One who sat upon it;
From his presence earth and heaven vanished away,

And no place was left for them.

I could see the dead, great and small, standing before the throne;
And the books were opened.

Then another book was opened, the roll of the living,

From what was written in these books the dead were judged
Upon the record of their deeds.

The sea gave up its dead,

And Death and Hades gave up the dead in their keeping;
They were judged, each man on the record of his deeds.

Then Death and Hades were flung into the lake of fire.
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And into it were flung any whose names were not to be found

In the roll of the living,

First Reader:
After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a vast throng in heaven;

And they were shouting:

Audience:

Alleluia! Victory and glory and power belong to our God,
For true and just are his judgments!

He has condemned the earth with her fornication,

And has avenged upon her the blood of his servants.

Second Reader:
Again, I heard what sounded like a vast crowd,

Like the noise of rushing water and deep roars of thunder, and they cried:

Audience:

Alleluia! The Lord our God, sovereign over all,
Has entered on his reign!

Exalt and shout for joy and do him homage,
For the wedding of the Lamb has come!

His bride has made herself ready,

And for her dress she has been given fine linen, clean and shining,
OFFERTORY

Note: A brass ensemble plays an offertory of sonorous cadence by way of expanding the theme of
Judgment. Visuals include various symbols of justice/judgment: sword, scales, muse, restrained serpent.

THE HOPE

First Reader:

Then one of the seven angels spoke unto me and said,

Audience:
Come, and I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.

Second Reader:

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth,

For the first heaven and the first earth had vanished,

And there was no longer any sea.

I'saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming out of heaven from God,
Made ready like a bride adorned for her husband.

I heard a loud voice proclaiming from the throne:
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Audience:

Now at last God has his dwelling among men!

He will dwell among them and they shall be his people,

And God himself will be with them.

He will wipe every tear from their eyes;

There shall be an end to death, and to mourning and crying and pain;

For the old order has passed away!

First Reader:

Then he who sat on the throne said,

Audience:
Behold! I am making all things new!

Second Reader:

I saw no temple in the city,

For its temple was the sovereign Lord God and the Lamb.
The gates of the city shall never be shut by day—

And there will be no night.

Then he showed me the river of the water of life.

On either side of the river stood a tree of life,

Which yields twelve crops of fruit,

One for each month of the year.

The leaves of the trees serve for the healing of nations,

And every accursed thing shall disappear.

Audience:

There shall be no more night,

Nor will they need the light of lamp or sun,
For the Lord God will give them light;

And they shall reign for evermore.

First Reader:

Then I looked, and on Mount Zion stood the Lamb,

And with him were a hundred and forty-four thousand

Who had his name and the name of his Father written on their foreheads.
I heard a sound from heaven like the noise of rushing water;

It was the sound of harpers playing on their harps.

There before the throne they were singing a new song.

That song no one could learn

Except the hundred and forty-four thousand,

Who alone from the whole world had been ransomed.

They were singing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb.

HYMN: “WORTHY, WORTHY IS THE LAMB!”
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Note: As the congregation stands to join the choir for the singing of the final hymn, the children’s
pictures of hope appear on the chancel walls once again, including dolls, family, congregation,

community, sky, sun, rainbow.

Second Reader:

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you

With this testimony for the churches.

Happy are those who wash their robes clean!
They will have the right to the tree of life
And will enter by the gates of the city.

Readers:
Come! say the Spirit and the bride.

Audience:

Come! let each hearer reply.

Readers:

Come forward, you who are thirsty;

Audience:

Accept the water of life, a free gift to all
Who desire it.

Readers:
He who gives this testimony speaks, Yes, 1

am coming soon.

Audience:

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Readers:
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all.

Audience:

Amen.

Note: Worshipers are invited to remain in the sanctuary following the organ postlude, and to view

the seven candlesticks with sculptors Alan Collins and students.
BENEDICTION

ORGAN POSTLUDE

CHARLES TEEL, JR. wrote this liturgy in 1984 when he was chairman of the department of Christian Ethics at
Loma Linda University. Later he would create the Stahl Center at La Sierra University, honoring the memory of
the pioneer Adventist missionaries to Peru Fernando and Ana Stahl, as well as the “Path of the Just.” His own
legacy as a beloved professor of religion at La Sierra University was celebrated in 2017, when he passed away.
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