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The God of 

In the discussion of  origins, we see the geologic column 
prompting an important question: Is the geologic 
column a record of  divine creation or divine judgement? 
And how does the answer to that question impact our 

worship of  the divine?
 Stephen Jay Gould coined the term “deep time” 
to refer to the discovery of  the geologic column and 
its representation of  millions of  years of  life on earth.1 
Did Christ, who created “all things” (John 1:3), use deep 
time to create? Or is the geologic column a rock record 
of  divine judgment, revealing how Christ, saddened in 
view of  human wickedness (Gen. 6:5–8; Ezek. 33:11; 
Mic. 7:18), sent the mabbȗl, the global Genesis Flood over 
which He sat as king (Ps. 29:10; Gen. 6–9)? 
 Does your answer impact your view of  God’s worship-
worthiness?
 While some modern theologians, such as Longdon 
Gilkey, fault Genesis’s cosmogony, or theory of  the origin 
of  the universe, as being mistaken or in error, others, such 
as John Walton, hold that biblical cosmogony was only 
meant to teach about God—theology and not science.2 
Gilkey insists that Genesis 1–11 must be translated into 
categories of  myth or symbol.3 Another theologian, 

Rudolf  Bultmann, a New Testament scholar, claims 
that no evil, personal Satan, or fallen angels exist.4 The 
mythical nature of  biblical eschatology leads him to also 
suggest that the faithful will not meet Christ in the air.5

 Removing evil, as Bultman does, from the equation 
would mean that supernatural agencies of  evil neither 
impact earthly animals, plants, and people,6 nor wage war 
against Christ as has been described biblically and by Ellen 
G. White.7 The Scriptures teach that our world is a fallen 
planet, implying that it is now Christ’s Creation Plan B, 
having been subjected to futility (Rom. 8:20–21), to three 
divine curses, one each upon the animal, vegetable, and 
mineral kingdoms.8

 Even within Adventism there are differences in 
opinion on how to view the geologic column. Jim Hayward 
has pointed out the need to distinguish between field data 
and worldview-informed interpretation of  data.9 On this 
we concur. Plus, there is a need to treat our colleagues 
with whom we disagree kindly, as Hayward and Joe 
Galusha have demonstrated. But while we strongly agree 
on these two points, we suggest a contrastive approach on 
how to facilitate a dialog between “consensus” scientific 
conclusions on origins by the secular world and the origin 
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statements of  the Bible. While theological implications 
of  data do not refute empirical data, they may prompt 
the reinterpretation of  a standard scientifi c interpretation 
of  the data, while still affi  rming the existence of  the data 
itself. 

Purpose
 In light of  these perspectives, the purpose of  this 
piece is to explore: 1) If  the geologic column represents 
His deep-time handiwork, how the character of  the 
Creator and His worship-worthiness may be impacted, 
as evaluated particularly in light of  Calvary, which points 
to the remedy of  natural evil;10 2) how Revelation 14:7 
responds; and 3) how geomorphological data is consistent 
with what would be expected in the receding waters of  a 
global Flood. 

The Deep-Time Rock Record and Christ’s Character
 The raw contents of  the geologic column should not 
be overblown, ignored, or bowdlerized to obtain desired 
results. Four points about the column do need to be made 
as we begin our exploration.
 1. Extinctions in the Column. Does the God of  deep time 

abandon lower creatures like pawns, roadkill on a 
developmental path toward desired animals, as Del 
Ratzsch has questioned?11 God abandons no one 
(Deut. 31:6).

 2. Diseased Fossils. Can 
disease form part of  a deep-
time Creation12 in light of  
Christ’s healing ministry 
(Isa. 61:1; Luke 4:18), that 
no animal groaned in Eden 
(Rom. 8:20–23)13 and that 
sickness is absent in the new 
earth (Isa. 33:24; Rev. 21:3)? 
 3. Predation. Can cruel 
predators, preserved as fossils, 
represent the original will of  
God? In Eden, no land animal 
or bird was to serve as another 
animal’s food, since they all 
consumed “green herbs” 
(Gen. 1:30). Here the question 
of  overpopulation arises. We 

believe the entrance of  the sin problem prohibited 
God from revealing to us His method of  addressing 
the serious question of  overpopulation, which will 
be explained to our biological satisfaction in the new 
earth.

 4. Meteor Impacts and Violent Twisting Strata.14 Surely 
these phenomena do not represent a God of  peace 
and order (Isa. 9:6; 1 Cor. 14:40).

The Elephant in the Room 
 John Stuart Mill observes, “Killing, the most criminal 
act recognized by human laws, Nature does once to every 
being that lives,” often in a cruel manner.15 Replace Mill’s 
“Nature” with “God” and the deepest problem of  this 
paper is evident. Does the God of  long ages kill living things 
He creates? Since Christ creates and upholds creatures 
(Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17), they should live indefi nitely, but they 
die. Why?16 For lower life-forms to die in the deep-time 
model, Christ must originally and intentionally program 
these creatures to live, lose quality of  life, and die,17 before 
sin on this earth, thereby becoming the Author of  death, 
the very characteristic of  the wicked one (Heb. 2:13; 1 
John 3:12). 
 The Cross reveals the image of  God as known to 
Himself, the basic criterion of  His worship-worthiness, 
which He does not contradict. We assume within God, as 
known to Himself, there exists what we could describe as 

Fig. 1. Geologic cross-section map, used with permission of Zion National Park, with information 
added by Reed Richardi, team assistant. The map depicts the Grand Staircase, the Grand Canyon, 
and the Great Denudation. The viewer is looking westward, with the Grand Staircase to the right edge 
of the diagram. Note that no corresponding staircase appears on the left side, or to the south of the 
Grand Canyon. 
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no darkness (evil) at all, but only light (truth and goodness). 
God is wholly good.18 Motivated by unconditional love19

for His creatures, and abhorrence of  death, Christ 
perished to perish perishing, thereby guaranteeing that the 
originator of  perishing would himself  perish.20 Does God 
create through death, the enemy He died to eradicate? 
 For theologian Thomas Torrance, the Cross shows 
that death, disease, and natural evil are “an outrage” 
against God’s love.21 Evil is not compatible with God,22

the “Lamb who was slain” (Rev. 5:12), who grieves when 
a sparrow falls wounded to the ground (Matt. 10:29–31),23

the lover of  beauty,24 who is “righteous in all His ways, 

gracious in all His deeds” (Isa. 145:17).
 Christ’s love for lower animals is supremely 
exemplifi ed after His crucifi xion, when the sacrifi cial lamb 
escaped death, implying that Christ did not wish even one 
sacrifi cial lamb to die needlessly.25

 Thus, the elephant in the room is the God of  long ages 
creating through death. John Polkinghorne, theologian, 
raises the key question about this elephant: “Why, if  
the new creation is to be free from death and decay, God did not 
bring such a world into being from the start?”26 Polkinghorne, 
accepting Genesis 1–3, and Revelation 12:7–9 as myth, 
must claim that God created and tested free moral humans 

Can disease form part of a deep-time Creation in light of Christ’s 
healing ministry (Isa. 61:1; Luke 4:18), that no animal groaned in Eden 

(Rom. 8:20–23) and that sickness is absent in the new earth 
(Isa. 33:24; Rev. 21:3)? 

Fig. 2. Team photo of the Chocolate Cliff s, the bottom cliff  (riser) of the Grand Staircase. The capping stratum is the lighter Shinarump, which is 
conglomerate composed of pebbles and fossil pieces of broken tree limbs, suggestive of rapid, high energy, fl ood-stage deposition.
    Art Chadwick, vertebrate paleontologist, identifi ed additional small fossil-wood pieces and sticks embedded into this same fl at, relatively thin 
Shinarump stratum located in Canyon de Chelly, approximately 200 miles from the location pictured here. Such widespread, high-energy fl ood 
deposition is consistent with what would be expected to occur in the rising waters of the global Flood.

All Im
ages Courtesy of the Author
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at a distance over millions of  years 
through suff ering,27 then stepped 
into time to show that He suff ers 
with us.28 By contrast, Scripture 
teaches that God tested free moral 
beings in perfect environments,29

invalidating claims to the contrary. 
 Finally, since Darwin assesses 
nature as “horridly cruel”30 but 
blind to it,31 how much more cruel 
for an “all seeing” God to create 
Darwin’s nature! Evolutionist David 
Hull concurs. The “God implied 
by evolutionary theory” is “almost 
diabolical . . . not the sort of  God 
to whom anyone would be inclined 
to pray.”32 Hull’s God exhibits no 
image of  the God of  Calvary,33

rather that of  Christ’s adversary. For 
all the above reasons, the Christ of  
Scripture cannot be the God of  the long-age model. 
 Since the God of  Scripture alone is Creator (Isa. 
44:6–8), the basic geologic column was either created 
by materialistic processes alone, or by Christ’s judgment 
Flood.
 Does Scripture imply the origin of  that pesky 
column? We turn to God’s fi nal message to humanity for 
clarifi cation.

God Is Worthy of  Worship: Revelation 14:7
 The angel urges us to worship God. However, in the 
post-Darwinian era is He really worthy of  worship? Christ 
anticipated, and skillfully addressed through His angel, 
the challenge to His worship-worthiness brought by the 
claim of  the existence of  a fossiliferous column. We have 
seen that how God created the column—briefl y, or over 

long ages—determines whether He is worthy or unworthy 
of  worship.
 The angel does not say, “worship your Maker”; 
that would not tell how God created. Instead, he says, 
“Worship him [tō, the (One)] that made heaven, and earth 
and the sea, and the fountains of  waters” (Rev. 14:7, KJV). 
This reveals a merciful, temporal method of  creating. 
How? The italicized words in Revelation 14:7 copy the 
same italicized words in Exodus 20:11, which reads: “For 
in six days the Lord [YHWH, Christ, 1 Cor. 10:4] made 
the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them.” Jon 
Paulien, the New Testament scholar, indicates that these 
italicized words constitute an allusion to the cosmogonic 
portion of  the Sabbath commandment (Exod. 20:11).34

 By referring the divine “Him” of  Revelation 14:7 to 
the Lord of  Exodus 20:11, the allusion equates the “Him” 

If God created all things, he is able to judge them and 
to recreate them. If he did not, there is no universal 

basis for accountability or hope. 

Fig.3. Google Maps view of the northeastern escarpment of Black Mesa with hanging valleys 
draining in parallel fashion to the southwest. 
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and the “Lord” who created in six days. Therefore, the 
“Him” of  Revelation 14:7 created mercifully in six days, 
not cruelly over long ages! This is good news, showing that 
the God of  Revelation 14:7 is worthy of  worship due in 
part to His brief, merciful method of  creating.35

 What about the idea that the deep-time fossiliferous 
column disproves a recent creation? In Exodus 20:11, the 
words, “made the heavens and the earth, the sea,” are 
followed by, “and all that is in them.” However, in the 
judgment setting in Revelation 14:7, Christ’s angel inserts, 
“fountains of  waters”36 (a confi guration found only in 
Revelation 14:737) instead of  the expected, “and all that is 
in them,” for spiritual and earth history reasons expressed 
in the text. 
 Importantly, neither “trees” nor “humans,” for 
example, are inserted. Why? Reference only to the 
“fountains of  waters” recalls the previous divine-judgment 
Flood, when the “fountains of  the deep” burst open.38

Readers who are reminded that the God of  Creation is 

also a God of  Judgment should be encouraged to accept 
the Creator’s pre-advent judgment message for their 
salvation. If  God created all things, he is able to judge 
them and to recreate them. If  he did not, there is no 
universal basis for accountability or hope. Therefore, the 
understanding of  God as creator is foundational to the 
hope of  Christian eschatology.39

 Reference to a mythical Flood cannot establish the 
Lord as a God of  judgment. Its recall for this purpose 
means this Flood was historically true! This invites us to 
factor a global fl ood into the model of  earth history in 
response to the worship challenge of  a deep-time column.
 A global fl ood deposits basic portions of  the column  
sequentially, which has the eff ect of  suggesting that the 
deep time column is real. However, a global fl ood deposits 
basic portions of  the geologic column sequentially, and 
rapidly, over a period of  more than a year, and thus does 
not undermine the biblical account that Christ employed a 
brief, six-day, merciful method of  creating, demonstrating 
that He is worthy of  worship. Here, we gently diff er with 
Jack Hoehn, who has written that the angel of  Revelation 
14 mentions nothing about the days or methods of  
creation, only the fact of  creation.40

 Regarding the biblical Flood, Charles Lyell declared, 
“We should not expect to fi nd any monuments of  that 
catastrophe.”41 Had he known about and had access to 
the detailed geomorphological information regarding the 
landforms in places such as Southern Utah and northern 
Arizona perhaps the evidence might have encouraged 
him to alter his dictum. Now we turn to geomorphological 
fi eld data that may be interpreted as evidences of  a few 
“monuments of  that catastrophe.”

Geomorphology and the Flood
 The Hebrew Bible implies that the original creation 
was not local but, in eff ect, all earth encompassing, global 

Fig. 4. Google Maps image documents a fully formed Black Mesa 
hanging valley beginning abruptly at the cliff ’s vertical edge.

The Hebrew Bible implies that the original creation was not 
local but, in eff ect, all earth encompassing, global in extent, 
as we say today. The Flood was an undoing of the original 

whole-world creation.
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in extent, as we say today.42 The Flood was an undoing
of  the original whole-world creation. Undoing a global 
creation with water requires a global Flood.43

 Although academic skepticism against a global fl ood 
remains, the stigma for invoking hypotheses involving 
fl ood processes unobserved today is dissipating, thankfully, 
due to the discoveries of  megafl ooding on Earth and 
Mars.44

 Michael Lamb, Caltech geomorphologist, indicates 
that identifying distinctive morphologies of  a landform 
can suggest its formation. For instance, he identifi ed rim 
scour on a Snake River cove, suggesting it was not made by 
slow undercutting seepage, but by overland megafl ooding 
from the breaching of  ancient Lake Bonneville, Utah.45

 Leonard Brand has turned to the Grand Staircase 
and its missing stairs to make a case for scientifi c thinking 
from a Biblical worldview.46 How were the fi ve massive 
stairstep cliff s of  the Grand Staircase in southern Utah 
formed (Fig. 1)? Figure 2 displays the bottom stair, the 

Chocolate Cliff s capped by the Shinarump.
 If  the Grand Staircase were formed by river action, 
a valley, narrow or wide, would be formed, with cliff s or 
banks on both sides of  the valley. However, this distinctive 
morphological confi guration is not displayed by the 
Grand Staircase. Only northern cliff s exist. No matching 
southern cliff s are present (Fig.1). 
 This striking, incomplete overall morphology of  the 
region suggests that the Grand Staircase was formed by “a 
massive catastrophic fl ow of  water across the southwestern 
United States.”47

 This hypothesis is strengthened by the fact that the 
cliff s of  the Grand Staircase ( ̴10,000 feet thick) once 
extended over the Grand Canyon (Fig.1). Minimally, 
40,000 cubic miles of  these rock strata have since been 
eroded away by “The Great Denudation,” leaving the 
Grand Staircase behind as an erosional remnant.48

 In comparison, the approximately 1,000 cubic 
miles of  the Grand Canyon render the Canyon only a 
little ditch. Ariel Roth, former director of  the Geoscience 
Research Institute, suggests that the receding waters of  
the Flood best explain the “Great Denudation.”49  
 Our next illustration comes from the lengthy, major 
hanging valleys (or beheaded valleys) that appear on the top 
of  Black Mesa, in northeastern Arizona, and drain across 
the mesa in parallel fashion in a southwesterly direction for 
over 60 kilometers (37 miles) (Fig. 3). They begin abruptly 
at the top cliff  edge of  the northwest escarpment of  Black 
Mesa (Fig. 4 and Fig. 5). A view of  the hanging valleys from 
the valley fl oor is shown in Figure 6.
 The hanging valleys were established when Black 
Mesa extended farther to the east, before Chinle Valley 
was eroded. We propose that following the formation of  
the hanging valleys by massive overland fl ooding moving 
to the southwest, additional catastrophic fl ooding, perhaps 
channelized fl ow moving to the north, removed the former 

From a position combining scientifi c thinking with the 
biblical account of the Flood, these sculpted landforms 
represent formidable “monuments” of that Catastrophe.

Fig. 5. Close-up of Fig. 4, showing how a vertical cliff  underlies the 
bottom of the hanging valley, which underscores the “beheaded” 
nature of the hanging valley, and the massive amount of catastrophic 
overland fl ooding necessary to sculpt these hanging valleys and to cut 
the vertical escarpment.
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extension of  Black Mesa, leaving the hanging valleys as 
erosional remnants of  the original drainage pattern.50

 The catastrophic erosional processes evident in the 
Grand Staircase and the Hanging Valleys on Black Mesa 
are consistent with what would occur in the runoff  phase 
of  the Flood. 
 From a position combining scientifi c thinking 
with the biblical account of  the Flood, these sculpted 
landforms represent formidable “monuments” of  that 
Catastrophe.51

Discussion
 We began by asking, if  Christ were linked to the 
deep-time geologic column as its Creator, how might its 
contents impact His character and worship-worthiness 
in light of  the Cross and other Scriptures describing His 
character? We off er seven conclusions: 

• Were Christ to create over long ages, as a “necessary” 
best method of  choice, involving extinction, predation, 
and disease, Darwin’s “horridly cruel” assessment of  
nature would apply, rendering the Creator unworthy 
of  praise.

• The gravest implication of  the developmental model 
is that God creates through death, its Author prior to 
sin on this earth, a serial Slayer of  species, revealing 
this Creator contradicting His revealed nature. 

• For the deep-time God to create a future world free of  
death, sickness, and pain but not to do so at the start, 
constitutes indefensible, ungodly omission. 

• Christ died in part to abolish death, establishing that 
He would never create through death.

• Since neither the God of  Scripture, the only God 
available, nor materialistic evolution alone, created 
the deep-time geologic column, God’s Flood must be 
responsible for the basic column. 

• Revelation 14:7 endorses God’s brief  creation and 
global Flood, which show the deep-time column 
never existed, making a brief  creation possible, 
underscoring the goodness of  Christ and His worship-
worthiness.

• Geomorphology is yielding fi eld data suggestive of  
megafl ood erosional processes consistent with what 
would be expected in the receding waters of  the 
Global Flood.

 In sum, the God of  the geologic column is the Lamb 
that was slain, thereby eternally worship-worthy (Rev. 
5:12–13). Because He recently created original life-forms 
on earth mercifully, over six days, later fl ood-depositing 

Fig. 6. Additional images by Brand of hanging valleys on Black Mesa, 
looking upward from the fl oor of Chinle Valley.
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of  the basic column renders possible a recent creation, 
showing the central importance of  these two events for 
worship. The findings also provide a better account, 
geomorphologically, for the formation of  the landforms 
studied than offered by the deep-time model. 
 And there is more to come on this topic. In his dissertation, 
Monte Fleming identifies further geomorphological 
projects. One would be to investigate a network of  
crossover bedrock channels having no established 
channel (anastomosing channels), suggestive of  erosion by 
megaflooding, in Chinle Valley, northeastern Arizona.52 
These are only the beginning!
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