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Creating a Graphic Novel:
What | Learned

BY KAMILA J. OSTER

hen the different options for the final project

were presented for this class, I knew right away

that I wanted to draw a graphic novel. As a
young child, I spent most of my free time drawing and
would create my own books, even though I could not yet
read or write. I would first illustrate the pages and then
would have my mother fill in the words and read back
the stories to me. I even wanted to be a children’s book
author for a while, so when I heard about this project, I
was very excited. Despite my overall enthusiasm, I did
at first have trouble deciding what to make my comic
about. At first, I wanted to write about my grandparents.
My mother’s parents immigrated from Puerto Rico,
and my dad’s parents came to the US from Denmark
after World War II. However, after some thought I
decided I wanted the story to be about something I
had experienced first-hand. Eventually, I decided to
focus my project on several social justice issues I faced
after moving to Maryland and attending John Nevins
Andrews School.

While making this project, I realized just how time
consuming it is to make a graphic novel. My talents as an
artist have definitely improved from when I was younger;
therefore, it took much more time to create a story than
when I was five. However, getting to learn about a new

art style was a very interesting experience. Although I

still draw to this day, it is usually not in a cartoon-like
style, so there was a significant learning curve I had to
go through, especially when making sure my characters
looked consistent. I also found it interesting just how
much a slant or curve of a line can impact how a
character looks and what emotion they are portraying.
I really enjoyed creating different emotions for my
characters and, due to the comic book style, also being
able to include a character’s thoughts or word bubbles.
In addition to art, I also got to learn more about
the story I was writing about. While I knew most of
what had happened, there were many specifics I had
to fill in by doing my own research on the topic and
by talking with my mom. Due to my young age while
the events in my story were occurring, I did not fully
understand everything that was happening at the
time. Thus, it was nice to be able to develop a better
understanding of why my experience at JNA was the
way it was, now that I am older. In fact, if T were to do
this project again, I would want to add more of these
experiences and create an overall longer piece that does
not include as many time jumps. Despite this, I am glad
I chose to do a graphic novel for my project, as it not
only taught me about how to create a comic book, but
also about myself and how my time at JNA shaped me

as a person.

| decided to focus my project on several social justice issues | faced after
moving to Maryland and attending John Nevins Andrews School.
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ALLISON WONG is a graphic design artist who
specializes in illustrations and other graphic
works. Based in California, they are currently a
student at La Sierra University, where they have
had the opportunity to experience different art
styles, as well as familiarize themselves with the
Adventist institution. Taking inspiration from the
stories told in different religious texts, they created
art pieces that reflect on them.
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