
Calendar 

1  Rent Due (Can be paid any time between 1st and 10th without a late fee.) 

 Payments may be made with cash or check at the Cashier’s Office or online 
 with credit/debit card (2.95% convenience fee) or electronic check (free) 
 All Campus Schools: classes resume 

5 University-level Schools: Last day of fall semester and 2nd Half-Semester 
 classes 
 
6 Department of Music Christmas Extravaganza (HPAC), 7:30 p.m. 

 
7 Department of Music Christmas Extravaganza (HPAC), 4:00 p.m. 
 FREE Christmas Cookies and Hot Chocolate, (outside Garland 

 F), 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

9-12 University-level Schools: Fall Semester final exams 
 

12 AA: Feast of Lights (PMC), 7 p.m. 
 
12-Jan 12 University-level Schools: Winter Break 

  
13 AA: Christmas Pops Concert (HPAC), 7 p.m. 
 
15 RMES: Instrumental Christmas Concert (HPAC), 7 p.m. 

 
22-Jan 4 AA & RMES: Christmas Break 
 

31 University-level Schools: December conferral of degrees 
 

THE PARABLE OF WHAT LANGUAGE 

DOES GOD SPEAK 
By Rev. Joseph Healey, M.M. 
 
  Once upon a time there was a man in the Seren-
geti District of western Tanzania called Marwa. 
In the sixth grade he studied the Christian reli-
gion. At Baptism he chose the name Emmanuel 
which means “God is with us.” After finishing 
high school Emmanuel read magazines and 
books about God. He believed that God is truly 
present among us, but he asked: “What language 
does God speak?” 
  Emmanuel posed his special question to differ-
ent church leaders in his village. The old cate-
chist answered. “I think that God speaks Latin.” 
The chairperson of the parish council guessed, 
“God speaks our local language Ngoreme.” But 
the searching youth Emmanuel had doubts. 
“When I get the right answer,” he said to himself, 
“I’ll know immediately and feel great joy.” So the 
young African set off on a journey. In the neigh-
boring parish he asked again: “What language 
does God speak?” One Christian suggested Ku-
ria, another local language. 
  Again Emmanuel had doubts. He began to trav-
el across the whole of Tanzania visiting small 
towns and big cities. In one place the Christians 
were certain that God spoke Swahili. People in 
western Tanzania said Sukuma while residents 
in the northeast said Chagga. Emmanuel was not 
satisfied with these answers. Remembering the 
African saying — “traveling is learning” — he 
journeyed outside Tanzania. The Kenyans said 
Kikuyu and the people of Uganda answered, 
“God speaks Ganda.” In West Africa he got dif-
ferent replies: Lingala in the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo (DRC), Hausa in Nigeria and 
Arabic in Morocco. 
  He decided to travel the whole world if neces-
sary. Passing through Europe he was told 
“French, German and Italian.” The Christians of 
North America said “English” while South Amer-
icans replied, “Spanish.” In his heart the young 
Tanzanian knew that these answers were inade-
quate. Determined to find the real truth he went 
to China where the local people insisted that God 
speaks Mandarin or Cantonese. Emmanuel was 
tired from his long travels but he resolutely 
pushed on. In India he was told Hindi. He 
reached Israel late in December. The local inhab-
itants said, “Surely God speaks Hebrew.” 
                                                               (Cont. on p. 2) 
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If you have rented an AU garden plot, it’s time for 
garden clean up.  Please remove any items in your 

garden plot so that it can be plowed before winter. 



Thank you for your cooperation in the following matters: 

Are you moving? 

  

Have you turned in a       

30-day notice?           

 

Rent will be charged for a minimum of 30 

days after we are informed that you are  

moving. 

If your lease has not expired, you will 

have to find someone to take over your 

lease or pay rent through the expiration 

of your lease. 

Please Note:  If you have a balance of $50 or 
more after the 10th of the month, you will receive 

a late fee and a hold will be placed on your      
account. 

If you have mail that is not addressed to 
you and/or members of your household, 

please bring that to the office regularly.  
We will take care of it.  It is a   Federal 

offense to hold onto the mail of someone else.   

Please note: If it is addressed to “Resident” 

or “Occupant,” that means you.  If you do not 
want it, please throw it out. 

The garbage disposals were only made to take 
care of your table scraps.  Please DO NOT place 

anything else down them or they will break.  
Thank you. 

Please do not put wipes of any kind (even 

“flushables”) down the toilet.   Our plumb-

ing will not handle it and you will end up 

with a clogged toilet.  Thank you. 

If you have a bike, but you have not registered it 
yet, please come to the Housing Office and do that 

as soon as possible.  Thank you! 

You made it!  Remember, per your Lease      
Agreement: 

1. You will have 7 days to move out after 
    the Fall Semester classes end. 

2. If you stay longer than 7 days, $10/day will be 
    charged in addition to your rent. 

3. You must pay rent for every day you 
    are here, including graduation and all 

    others. 

Congratulations, 

Graduates! 

Please remember that most of our residents are 

students.  They may be either trying to study or 

trying to sleep.  Thank you for thinking of others 

and keeping your conversations and other       

activities quiet in and around our buildings. 

Driving safely on snow and ice can be a tricky mat-

ter.  Here are some tips that may help you when 

navigating dangerous roads in the winter: 

1. Get a grip.  To have adequate snow traction, a 

tire requires at least 6/32-inch deep tread, according to The Tire 

Rack.  (New passenger-car tires usually have 10/32-inch of tread.) 

2. Turn on your lights to increase your visibility to other 

motorists. 

3. Decrease your speed and leave yourself plenty of room. 

4. Brake gently to avoid skidding.  If your wheels start to lock 

up, ease off the brake. 

5. Watch carefully for “black ice.”  If a road looks slick, it prob-

ably is. 

6. If your front wheels skid… take your foot off the gas and 

shift to neutral, but don’t try to steer immediately. As the wheels 

skid sideways, they will slow the vehicle and traction will return. 

As it does, steer in the direction you want to go.  If your rear 

wheels are sliding left, steer left (or right, steer right). 

7. If you get stuck… do not spin your wheels.  This will only dig 

you in deeper.  Turn your wheels from side to side a few times to 

push snow out of the way.  Use a light touch on the gas to ease 

your car out. 

 

For more tips see: 10 Tips to Stay Safe on the Road this Winter | 

FEMA.gov  

(Cont. from p. 1.)    
 
  Exhausted by his long travels and the unsatisfactory answers, 
Emmanuel entered the town of Bethlehem. The local hotels were 
filled. He looked everywhere for a place to stay. Nothing was avail-
able. In the early morning hours he came to a cave where cows and 
sheep were sheltered. He was surprised to see a young woman with 

her newborn baby. 
  This young mother said to the traveling youth, “Welcome, Em-
manuel, you are very welcome.” Astonished to hear his name, the 
young African listened in awe as the woman called Mary contin-
ued: “For a very long time you have traveled around the world to 
find out what language God speaks. Your long journey is over. God 
speaks the language of love. God loved the world so much that he 
gave his only son so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.” 
  Overjoyed to hear these words of Mary the young Tanzanian un-
derstood Gods language of love for all people, for all races, for all 
nations. Emmanuel exclaimed, “Truly, today God is with us.”” 
 
The Parable of What Language Does God Speak? – African Proverbs, Sayings and Stories  

CHRISTMAS FEST COMES TO UNIVERSITY APARTMENTS 

On December 7, 2025, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., behind Garland F 

building.  There will be holiday treats, hot chocolate, apple cider, the 

Ghanaian Children’s Choir, and even a window 

decorating competition (Look for guidelines on this to 

come soon).  Check your email for more information. 

You won’t want to miss it!!! 

https://www.fema.gov/blog/10-tips-stay-safe-road-winter#:~:text=10%20Tips%20to%20Stay%20Safe%20on%20the%20Road,How%20to%20Handle%20a%20Skid%20...%20More%20items
https://www.fema.gov/blog/10-tips-stay-safe-road-winter#:~:text=10%20Tips%20to%20Stay%20Safe%20on%20the%20Road,How%20to%20Handle%20a%20Skid%20...%20More%20items
https://afriprov.tangaza.ac.ke/the-parable-of-what-language-does-god-speak/

