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MSSN 561  

CHRISTIAN WITNESS & WORLD 

RELIGIONS 
MARCH 16-20, 2013 

InMinistry Center Intensive 

 

 

GENERAL CLASS INFORM ATION 

 

 

Class acronym:  MSSN 561 

Class name:  Christian Witness and World Religions 

Semester & year: Spring 2014  

Class location:  North Pacific Union Conference Office (Ridgefield, Washington) 

Class time/day:  7:00-9:00 pm Sunday 

8:am-5:00pm – Monday - Thursday  

    

 Credits offered: 3 

 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT D ETAILS  

 

 

Instructor:  Emmanuel H. Takyi, DMin  

Telephone:  269-635-4808 (c) 269-471-6445 (h) 

Email:   takyi@andrews.edu or emahtakyi@yahoo.com 

Office location:  Will be communicated 

 

 

BULLETIN CLASS DISCRIPTION  

 

 

MSSN 561 is the study of the history, writings, beliefs and practices in world religions such as 

Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism and the development of effective strategies for Christian witness. 
 

mailto:takyi@andrews.edu
mailto:emahtakyi@yahoo.com
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OUTCOMES  

 

Program Learning Outcomes (PO)    

1. Organize, equip and mobilize congregations for effective, ethnic, and cross-cultural mission and 

ministry. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) The student should be able to:  

 

1. Explain the basic beliefs of Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, New Age, and animism. 

2. Write scholarly papers  

3. Conduct graduate level theologically sound research. 

4. Evaluate a typical SDA Bible study to ascertain applicability for people in other religions 

5. Create a contextual Bible study for people in one of the world’s religions  

 

TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 Date Class Topic Assignments Due 

 
March 20  Bibliographic Sources Paper 

SLO 2 

 
July 31  Doctrine of Salvation Paper  

SLO 2, 3, 

 
July 31  Response Paper  

SLO 2, 3 

 

July 31  Analysis & Contextual Bible 

Study Paper 

SLO 4, 5,  

 

 

CLASS OBJECTIVES  

 

As a result of this course I expect students to:  

 

BE:  

 

Comfortable and at ease when mixing with adherents of other world religions 

World Christians engaged in Great Commission activities among the world religions 

 

KNOW: 

  

The religious demographics within the student’s home or work context 

The resources, methods, and skills needed to study world religions 

The challenges presented by the world religions to Christian witness 

The general beliefs and practices of five world religious systems 
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DO: 

  

Develop skills for apologetic dialogue with adherents of other religions by being able to 

discern the reasons, motives, and instincts that inspire people of different religious 

beliefs 

Address in depth one theological-missiological issue involving one of the religions that 

includes the development of a strategy that is effective in communicating the gospel 

to them 

 
 

TEXTBOOKS,  RECOMMENDED READINGS  AND CLASS BIBLIOGRAP HY 

 

 

Required: 

 

Halverson, Dean C. 1996. The Compact Guide to World Religions. Minneapolis, MN: 

Bethany House Publishers (selected chapters). 

Partridge, Christopher H. 2005. Introduction to World Religions. Minneapolis, MN: 

Fortress Press (selected chapters). 

See appendix 2 for a list of websites dealing with world religions. 

 

GRADING CRITERIA AND COURSE ASSESSMENT ITEMS 

 

 

Criteria for Grades 

 

The final grade will be based on the following: 

 Seven take home quizzes      150 points 

 Seven quizzes in class from Halverson   200 points 

 Research resources list     100 points 

 Doctrine of Salvation paper     150 points 

 Christian Response      150 points 

 Analysis of Adventist Approach    150 points 

 Mosque visit report         50 points 

  Final Exam       150 points 

       Total Points            1,100 points 
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Grades are figured on the following scale: 

 

A   94-100%   A- 90-93% 

 B+ 87-89%   B  84-86%   B- 80-83% 

C+ 77-79%   C 74-76%   C- 70-73% 

 
Assessment Submission 

Please submit all assignments to takyi@andrews.edu  

 

Late Submission 

The following penalties will be applied for late assignments: 

 

Assignments received by due date: (possible A grade) 

Delay up to 60 days: (no better than an A- grade) 

Delay up to 90 days: (no better than a B+ grade) 

Delay up to 120 days: (no better than a B grade) 

Delay up to 150 days: (no better than a C grade) 

 

Before Class Requirements 
 

1. Read the following sections in Partridge, Christopher H. 2005. Introduction to World Religions: 

Understanding Religion, 10-37; Islam, 356-393; Hinduism, 134-164; Buddhism, 188-215; 

Indigenous Religions, 100-133; and Religion in Today’s World, 435-455. 

2. Open Book Exams from Partridge. Take the open book exam (quizzes 1, 3-7). See Appendix 1. 

Due March 16—when you arrive for the intensive. 

 

3. Read the following sections in Halverson, Dean C. 1996. The Compact Guide to World Religions:  

World Religions Overview, 13-36; Is Jesus the Only Way to God? 235-251 and How Can I Know 

the Bible is the Word of God?, 252-267; Islam, 103-120; Hinduism, 87-102; Buddhism, 54-69; 

Animism, 37-53; New Age Movement, 160-81 Secularism, 182-197  

 

During Class Requirements 
 

1. Closed book quizzes on Halverson chapters:  

March 17 morning: World Religions Overview, 13-36 

March 17 evening: Is Jesus the Only Way to God? 235-251 and How Can I Know the 

Bible is the Word of God?, 252-267 

March 18 morning: Islam, 103-120 

March 18 evening: Hinduism, 87-102 

March 19 evening: Buddhism, 54-69 

March 20 morning: Animism, 37-53 

March 20 evening: New Age Movement, 160-81 and Secularism, 182-197 

 

2. Prepare your research resources on the doctrine of salvation [choose from Islam, Buddhism, 

Hinduism, or New Age] Due March 20 at end of class.  

3. Choose one of the religions covered by the course (Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, or New Age).  

mailto:takyi@andrews.edu
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Develop a working bibliography 

Explore online databases, and identify a potential bibliography for your paper of 20 items.  

The following types of literature must be included (30 pts possible): 

Primary Sources (2 pts each for the first three): These provide the textual data for the research 

paper. They are defined by the research question. For this course, this would include works by 

adherents for adherents, including historical scriptures. 

Secondary Sources (2 pts each for the first nine): These provide discussion and analysis of the 

topic.  

Tertiary Sources (2 pts each for the first three):  These provide general facts and bibliography 

about the topic.  Examples include encyclopedias, dictionaries, language tools, and textbooks. 

The intended audience of the work is significant. This categorization does not apply to primary 

works. 

Academic/Professional Audience (3 pts) 

General Reader Audience (0 pts) 

Currency is important in a working bibliography. Recent works reflect the current state of 

scholarship, as well as being more likely to provide an overview of prior scholarship. This 

categorization does not apply to primary works. 

 Current century (3 pts) 

 Fourth quarter of the last century (2 pts) 

 Third quarter of the last century (1 pt) 

Accessing a range of types of literature is important in a working bibliography. This refers to the 

general category of literature, rather than the delivery method. 20 pts possible. 

 Books (2 pts each for the first five) 

 Academic Peer Reviewed Journal Articles (2 pts each for the first five) 

20 pts for following consistently and correctly either Turabian or APA bibliographic style 

20 pts for making a pre-reading evaluation of the source: use the following classifications 

 Essential 

 Promising 

 Maybe 
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20 pts for providing proof of access in the form of a link to the James White Library catalog, a 

full-text article database, or a web site.  

The bibliographic data is to be entered into a Word table, the example is provided--see pag3 13. 

Full credit for the assignment is based on 200 points, though a maximum of 230 pts are possible. 

Please download the bibliography matrix to use for this assignment from the MSSN 561 class 

webpage on the InMinistry Center website. 

 

After Class Requirements 
 

1. Religious Exposure: Each student will visit one Muslim mosque for Friday prayers in a 

mosque in your area. Search for “mosque in _____”(your city) or a nearby city, call to find out 

what time they meet for Friday prayers, and ask permission to visit to observe. Tell them you are 

taking a class in world religions and want to learn about Islam. If you are nervous about going 

alone, ask a friend to join you. 

 

Following the trip write and submit a 300-400 word response and reflection paper. The report is 

due on July 31, 2014. The paper will be single-spaced with the following heading and no cover 

page: MSSN 561 Christian Witness and World Religion, Field Trip—Visit to a Mosque, Name:

 Date Submitted: 

2. Other Guidelines for the four papers 

 

I. Bibliography on the Doctrine of Salvation for one of the world’s religions—Due July 31, 2014 

  

 See details after the rubric for the bibliography 

 

 Estimated time: 5 hours 

 

II. The Doctrine of Salvation Paper—Due July 31, 2014 

  

A research paper of 1,200 to 1,500 words on the doctrine of salvation in the chosen religion and 

based on the collected materials will be submitted. Appropriate sacred texts of the religion will 

used if applicable. 

 

 Estimated time: 20 hours 

 

III. A Christian Response to the Doctrine of Salvation in one of the world’s religions is Due 

 July 31, 2014 

  

A research paper of 1,300 to 1,900 words presenting a Christian-Adventist missiological response 

to the other religion’s doctrine will be submitted. The paper will include the following headings 

as you discuss a Christian apologetic that defends the Christian doctrine of salvation in contrast to 

the doctrine in your chosen religion: (1) points of agreement, (2) points of disagreement, (3) 

weaknesses of the other religion’s position, (4) strengths of the Christian position, and (5) a way 
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to build a bridge leading to belief in the Christian belief. Appropriate sacred texts of the other 

religion and the Bible should be used. 

 

IV.      Analysis of a Traditional SDA Approach & Contextual Recommendations—Due June 31, 

2014     

  

B.  Evaluation of a typical Adventist Bible study. An analysis will be made of the 

effectiveness of a typical Adventist Bible study or evangelistic sermon about the doctrine 

of salvation with adherents of the other religion. Use a published sermon outline from a 

well-known Adventist evangelist or an outline from a published set of Adventist Bible 

studies and insert a copy of the sermon or study in an appendix. Answer the following 

questions: (1) in what ways would the traditional Adventist approach be effective in 

leading a person of the other religion to belief in the Christian doctrine of Salvation? (2) 

In what ways is the traditional Adventist approach not effective? (You are evaluating the 

approach or method used in evangelism, not the fundamental Adventist belief about the 

doctrine). 

  

C. A Contextualized Approach. Based on the strengths and weaknesses of the traditional 

SDA approach discussed above, what method would be more effective? Submit one 

Bible study outline about the selected doctrine that is contextualized for evangelism 

among adherents of the other religion. Besides Bible texts, use appropriate sacred texts of 

the other religion which could possibly serve as a bridge. 

  

  Estimated time: 20 hours



 

 

MSSN 561 Christian Witness and World Religions 
Working Bibliography 

Submit by e-mail to Terry Robertson at trobtsn@andrews.edu 
Due January 19 

 

Name:        

Topic:        

Ref. # Citation Type Audience Format Year Pre-Reading 
Evaluation 

Link 

Example: Partridge, Christopher, ed. 
Introduction to World 
Religions. Minneapolis, MN: 
Fortress Press, 2005. 

Tertiary Academic Book 2005 Essential James White Library 
http://jewel.andrews.edu/record=b172
2737*eng 

1        

2        

3        

4        

5        

6        

7        

8        

9        

10        

11        

12        

13        

14        

15        

16        

17        

18        

19        

20        

Total /20 /30 /45 /20 /45 /20 /20 
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Instructions for Preparing a Working Bibliography:  

 

Explore online databases, and identify a potential bibliography for your paper of 20 items. These will be entered into Word Table, and the Word file will 

be submitted.  See the rubric for how the assignment will be graded. 

 

Use either APA6 or Turabian correctly. Note (20 pts) 

 

The following types of literature must be included: 

 

Primary Sources (2 pts each for the first three): These provide the textual data for the research paper. They are defined by the research question. 

 

Secondary Sources (2 pts each for the first nine): These provide discussion and analysis of the topic.  

 

Tertiary Sources (2 pts each for the first three):  These provide general facts and bibliography about the topic.  Examples include 

encyclopedias, dictionaries, language tools, and textbooks. 

 

The intended audience of the work is significant. This categorization does not apply to primary works. 

 

Academic Audience (3 pts) 

Professional Audience (3 pts) 

General Reader Audience (0 pt) 

 

Accessing a range of formats of literature is important in a working bibliography. This refers to the general category of literature, rather than the 

delivery method. 

 

 Books (2 pts each for the first five) 

 Journal Articles (2 pts for the first five) 

Currency (Year) is important in a working bibliography. Recent works reflect the current state of scholarship, as well as being more likely to provide an 

overview of prior scholarship. This categorization does not apply to primary works. 

 

 Current century (3 pts) 

 Fourth quarter of the last century (2 pts) 

 Third quarter of the last century (1 pt) 

 

Pre-reading evaluation: Essential/Promising/Maybe 

 

Proof of access, either link to library record, periodical database, or indicate personal ownership 

 

Department of World Mission 
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MSSN 561 Christian Witness and World Religions 
GRADING RUBRIC FOR DOCTRINE OF SALVATION PAPER—1200-1500 words 
Name: ___________________________ 
 

Elements Excellent Proficient Satisfactory Below Average Unsatisfactory Weight Points 

 5 4.5 4 3.5 3   

A. Bibliographic 
Resources 

      200 

B. The Doctrine of 
Salvation Paper  

 

Exceptional use of a 
primary source (Qur’an, 
Hindu, Buddhist, or New 
Age writings) and at 
least 5 reputable 
academic secondary 
and/or tertiary sources 

Exceptional analysis and 
synthesis 

Exceptionally clear, 
comprehensive, fair 

Good use of a primary 
source and at least 4 
reputable academic 
secondary and/or 
tertiary sources 

Analysis and synthesis 
Reasonably clear, 

comprehensive, fair 
 

One type of source 
missing 

Modest variety of 
sources used 

Limited analysis and 
synthesis 

Modestly clear, 
comprehensive, 
fair 

 

Two types of sources 
missing 

Poor variety of sources 
used 

Some unreliable 
primary and non-
academic sources 

Somewhat unclear, 
unfair, 
incomprehensive 

 

Sources not used 
Incomplete 
Fragmented 
Not clear or fair 

25  

Format Formats cover page, font, 
headings, margins, 
pagination, spacing, 
references, indentation, 
block quotes, 
bibliography according 
to AU Standards for 
Written Work 

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 1 area 

 

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 2 
areas 

 

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 3 areas 

 

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 4 or 
more areas 

 

2.5  

Spelling and Grammar 
 

No spelling mistakes 
Excellent use of English 

grammar 

1 spelling mistake 
Minor grammatical 

errors 
 

2 spelling mistakes 
Significant 

grammatical 
errors 

3 spelling mistakes 
Major grammatical 

errors 
 

4 spelling mistakes 
Incomprehensible use 

of English 

2.5  

 
This paper is due on July 31, 2014 and is worth 150 points. Late papers will have a 10% grade deduction. 
 
When submitting this paper, please attach Terry Robertson’s rubric listing the bibliographic sources. 
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Department of World Mission 

MSSN 561 Christian Witness and World Religions 
GRADING RUBRIC FOR CHRISTIAN RESPONSE PAPER—1200-1500 words 
Name: ___________________________ 
 

Elements Excellent Proficient Satisfactory Below Average Unsatisfactory Weight Points 

 5 4.5 4 3.5 3   

Section 1—list points 
of agreement or 
common ground 

Common ground 
exceptionally well 
identified 

Common ground well 
identified 

Common ground 
modestly well 
identified 

 

Common ground poorly 
defined 

 

Common ground not 
identified 

 

7  

Section 2—list points 
of disagreement 

Differences 
exceptionally well 
defined 

Differences well 
defined 

 

Differences modestly 
well defined 

Differences poorly 
defined 

 

Points of disagreement 
not identified 

7  

Section 3—list 
weaknesses of the 
other’s position 

Weaknesses 
exceptionally well 
defined 

Weaknesses well 
defined 

 

Weaknesses modestly 
well defined 

Weaknesses poorly 
defined 

Weaknesses not 
identified 

 

7  

Section 4—list 
strengths of the 
Christian position 

Strengths exceptionally 
well defined 

Strengths well defined 
 

Strengths modestly 
well defined 

Strengths poorly 
defined 

 

Strengths not identified 
 

7  

Section 5—list 
possible bridges to 
reach those in the 
other religion 

Bridges exceptionally 
well defined 

Bridges well defined 
 

Bridges modestly well 
defined 

Bridges poorly defined 
 

Bridges not identified 
 

7  

Format Follows AU Standards Does not follow AU 
Standards in 1 area 
 

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 2 areas 
 

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 3 areas 
 

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 4 or more 
areas 
 

2.5  

Spelling and 
Grammar 
 

No spelling mistakes 
Excellent use of 

English grammar 

1 spelling mistake 
Minor grammatical 

errors 
 

2 spelling mistakes 
Significant grammatical 

errors 

3 spelling mistakes 
Major grammatical 

errors 
 

4 spelling mistakes 
Incomprehensible use 

of English 

2.5  

 

This paper is due on July 31, 2014 and is worth 150 points. Late papers will have a 10% grade deduction. 
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Department of World Mission 

MSSN 561 Christian Witness and World Religions 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR ANALYSIS OF A TRADITIONAL SDA APPROACH & CONTEXTUAL RECOMMENDATIONS PAPER 

Name: ___________________________  Sections 1 & 2 =800-1200 words; Section 3 = 500-700 words 

Elements Excellent Proficient Satisfactory Below Average Unsatisfactory Weight Points 

 5 4.5 4 3.5 3   

Step #1—Attach in an 
appendix atypical 
SDA Bible study on 
Salvation  

Sample Bible study 
submitted—10 
points 

 

Sample Bible study 
submitted—10 points 

 

Sample Bible study 
submitted—10 points 

 

Inappropriate Bible 
study submitted—5 
points 

No sample Bible study 
submitted—0 points 

 

  

Section 1—List ways 
the SDA Bible study 
is affective  

Effectiveness 
exceptionally well 
defined 

Effectiveness well 
defined 

 

Effectiveness modestly 
well defined 

 

Effectiveness poorly 
defined 

 

Effectiveness not 
defined 
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Section 2—List how it 
would not be effective 
 

Lack of 
contextualization 
specifically well 
defined 

Lack of 
contextualization 
well defined 

Lack of 
contextualization 
modestly well 
defined 

 

Lack of 
contextualization 
poorly defined 

 

Lack of 
contextualization not 
defined 

15  

Section 3—
Recommended 
contextualized Bible 
Study 
 
 

Excellent use of a 
variety of Bible texts 
& the other religion’s 
texts, is creative, 
persuasive, clear, 
fair, and is well 
adapted to other 
religion 

 

Reasonable variety of 
Bible texts  & other 
religion’s texts used, 
is reasonably clear, 
creative, persuasive, 
comprehensive, fair 
& reasonably well 
adapted to other 
religion 

 

Modest variety of Bible 
texts & other 
religion’s texts used 

Modestly creative, 
persuasive, clear, 
comprehensive, fair 

Modestly well adapted 
to other religion 

 

Poor variety of Bible 
text & other religion’s  
texts used, unclear, 
uncreative, unfair, 
unpersuasive, not 
comprehensive, & 
poorly adapted to 
other religion 

 

No use of Bible 
No use of other texts 
No appropriate 

adaptation 
Not creative, 

persuasive, fair, 
clear, comprehensive 
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Format Follows AU Standards  Does not follow AU 
Standards in 1 area 
 

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 2 areas 

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 3 areas  

Does not follow AU 
Standards in 4 or 
more areas 

2.5  

Spelling and 
Grammar 
 

No spelling mistakes 
Excellent use of 

English grammar 

1 spelling mistake 
Minor grammatical 

errors 
 

2 spelling mistakes 
Significant grammatical 

errors 

3 spelling mistakes 
Major grammatical 

errors 
 

4 spelling mistakes 
Incomprehensible use 

of English 

2.5  

 

This paper is due on July 31, 2014 and is worth 150 points. Late papers will have a 10% grade deduction.



 

 

4. Final Exam—The final must be completed by July 31, 2014. See Appendix 4 for the questions. 

After you finish the exam, e-mail it to takyi@andrews.edu    Please type it out and use headings 

so that it is easier for me to read. 

 

CLASS POLICIES  

 

 

Classroom Seating 

To help me learn your name, please sit in the same place during the week we are together. 

 

Disability Accommodations 
If you qualify for accommodations under the American Disabilities Act, please see me as soon as possible 

for referral and assistance in arranging such accommodations. 

 

Late Submission of Assessment 

The following penalties will be applied for late submission of assessment items: 

 

Assignments received by due date: (possible A grade) 

Delay up to 60 days: (no better than an A- grade) 

Delay up to 90 days: (no better than a B+ grade) 

Delay up to 120 days: (no better than a B grade) 

Delay up to 150 days: (no better than a C grade) 

 

Emergency Protocols 

Andrews University takes the safety of its students seriously. Signs identifying emergency protocol are 

posted throughout the buildings. Instructors will provide guidance and direction to students in the 

classroom in the event of an emergency affecting that specific location. It is important that you follow 

these instructions and stay with your instructor during any evacuation or sheltering emergency. 

 

 

 

Class Attendance 
“Regular attendance at all classes, laboratories and other academic appointments is required for each 

student. Faculty members are expected to keep regular attendance records. Whenever the number of 

absences exceeds 10% of the total course appointments, the teacher may give a failing grade.  Merely 

being absent from campus does not exempt the student from this policy. Absences recorded because of 

late registration, suspension, and early/late vacation leaves are not excused.  The class work missed may 

be made up only if the teacher allows. Three tardies are equal to one absence.”   
Andrews University Bulletin 2010, page 29-30 
 

Academic Integrity 
Andrews University takes seriously all acts of academic dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty includes (but 

is not limited to) falsifying official documents; plagiarizing; misusing copyrighted material; violating 

licensing agreements; using media from any source to mislead, deceive or defraud; presenting another’s 

work as one’s own; using materials during a quiz or examination other than those specifically allowed; 

stealing, accepting or studying from stolen examination materials; copying from another student; or 

falsifying attendance records.  For more details see the Andrews University Bulletin 2010, page 30. 

 

mailto:takyi@andrews.edu
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“Consequences may include denial of admission, revocation of admission, warning from a teacher with or 

without formal documentation, warning from a chair or academic dean with formal documentation, 

receipt of a reduced or failing grade with or without notation of the reason on the transcript, suspension or 

dismissal from the course, suspension or dismissal from the program, expulsion from the university or 

degree cancellation.  Disciplinary action may be retroactive if academic dishonesty becomes apparent 

after the student leaves the course, program or university.”  Andrews University Bulletin 2010, page 30 
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OUTLINE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS  

 

Day Date Class Topic Assignments Due 

1 
March 16, 2014 Study of Religions Open-book quizzes 1, 3-7 as 

listed in appendix 2 

2 

March 17, 2014 Islam Quiz on Halverson pp. 13-36 

March 17, 2014 Islam Quiz on Halverson pp.235-

251 and pp. 252-267 

3 
March 18, 2014 Hinduism Quiz on Halverson pp. 103-

120 

4 
March 18, 2014 Buddhism Quiz on Halverson pp. 87-102 

March 19, 2014 Buddhism Quiz on Halverson pp. 54-69 

5 

March 19, 2014 Animism Quiz on Halverson pp. 37-53 

March 20, 2014 New Age and Secularism Quiz on Halverson pp. 160-

181; 182-197 

March 20, 2014 Spiritual Strategies to reach those in the world 

religions 

Bibliography of research 

resources due at end of class 

 

 Doctrine of Salvation Paper July 31, 2014 

 Christian Response Paper July 31, 2014 

 Analysis of Adventist Approach Paper July 31, 2014 

 Mosque Visit Report July 31, 2014 

 Final Exam July 31, 2014 
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INSTRUCTOR PROFILE 

 

Emmanuel H. Takyi 

Graduate Assistant, Department of World Mission 

 

Emmanuel, though a southerner from costal Ghana, was born to non-Christian parents in the 

savannah north far away from his hometown among people who were ethnically different. His 

childhood environment was therefore cross-cultural geographically, socially, and linguistically. 

These factors not only exposed him to cross-cultural matters but served as tools that have shaped 

his ministry both as a pastor and teacher. 

The South Ghana Conference of SDA called Emmanuel into fulltime ministry just after the 

completion of his BA Theology from Andrews in March 1991 before his graduation in June the 

same year. His undergraduate studies in Nigeria coupled with his canvassing experiences in 

Sweden and Cameroon deepened his understanding about others outside his country. Until 

Emmanuel was called to Valley View University (VVU) in May 2001 he had served the Church 

in various capacities and diverse places from church pastor to conference director.  

While at VVU he completed his MA in religion from Andrews University in 2002 and his 

Doctor of Ministry in 2010 all from Andrews University. At the moment Emmanuel is pursuing 

a Ph D in mission studies at his alma mater. Before he left VVU for Andrews University, USA 

he was the Vice President in charge of student affairs. Emmanuel is married to Elizabeth and 

they have two beautiful girls. 
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APPENDIX 1 

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES  
 

 

 

THE B GRADE  

We start with the B grade for a very specific reason.  It is because a B grade is a sign that you have competently 

fulfilled all of the requirements stipulated for an assessment or competency evaluation.  It is an excellent grade and 

demonstrates a high level of knowledge, insight, critique competence and professional written presentation standards 

essential for an individual wishing to pursue a career as a professional pastor.  

 

THE A GRADE  

An A grade is only given when a student not only fulfills the criteria stipulated above for a B grade, but in doing so 

demonstrates an advanced academic aptitude for content knowledge, critique, synthesis and independent insight, 

while exhibiting highly developed communication skills and professional publication standards that would allow 

them to pursue a highly competitive academic career.  

 

THE C GRADE 

The C grade differs only from a B grade in that the traits outlined in the B grade above are not consistently applied.  

However, with diligence and applying feedback from your lecturer, the academic process can provide a perfect 

opportunity for a student to improve their consistency, and hence, their grade. 

 

THE D GRADE 

The D grade exhibits a limited level of knowledge, insight and critique and poor written presentation standards.  

This may be because of a lack of time management on the part of the student, they may have difficulty grasping the 

concepts being taught, English may be their second language, or they may be experiencing a personal issue that is 

affecting their concentration and motivation levels.  Again, with diligence, applying feedback from your lecturer, 

and seeking services offered by the University like the writing lab or the counseling center, the academic process 

can provide an opportunity for a student to significantly improve their performance. 

 

FAIL 

The Fail grade is given when very limited or no demonstratable competency has been observed.   
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 You cannot be graded on the type of paper you could have turned in if you had had more time.   

 You cannot be graded or given credit in this class on extra-curricular activities you may be involved in. 

 It is unreasonable to expect a better grade because you are a nice person or are friends with the lecturer. 

 It is unreasonable to demand a good grade because you believe you have been called by God, and thus, 

should automatically be given good grades despite poor performance.   

Your assessments have been specifically designed to measure and provide evidence of your competency with 

relation to the subject matter.  This is to meet Andrews University accreditation standards. Thus, you will only be 

graded on the content of the assessments you submit.  If it is not in your assessments, your lecturer will not have 

adequate evidence of your competency and will have to grade you accordingly. 

 

PLAGIARISM  

Replicating writing, cutting and pasting or moderately paraphrasing text from publications, internet sources, books, 

friends papers or publications, family members papers or publications, ghost writers papers or publications with the 

intent of passing it off as your own work, is strictly prohibited and unacceptable.  Students found to be plagiarizing 

the work of others will receive an immediate failing grade.  Your actions will be reported to the University and your 

sponsor (if sponsored).  You may even face expulsion from the University.  Your lecturer will randomly sample 

sentences, phrases and paragraphs from your paper and compare them with papers from past students and with 

content on the internet.  Your lecturer is also familiar with a lot of the publications and sources you will be using for 

your assessment and will also be able to identify any potential plagiarism.    

 

LANGUAGE AND GRAMMAR 

There is an expectation that a person who holds a Master’s qualification will have advanced written language skills, 

particularly in the language in which their Masters was taught.  Thus, no special consideration will be given to 

students who speak English as a second language or native-English speakers who struggle with written English.  

Such students are advised to seek the assistance of the campus writing lab or seek the services of a professional 

academic editor prior to the submission of their assessment.      

Students are encouraged to have someone else read their assessments aloud to them prior to submission.  This 

practice will provide you with immediate feedback as to how your written assessments sounds/reads to another 

person.  You may even want to have a friend or a professional academic editor look over your assessments to 

identify any typing, spelling or punctuation errors too.     
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APPENDIX 2 

OPEN BOOK QUIZZES FROM PARTRIDGE  

Quiz # 1—Study of Religions 

NAME____________________ 

 

Open Book Portion from Partridge—3 points each for 24 points 

 

1. What is religion? 

 

2. What is phenomenology? 

 

3. What is etic and emic? 

 

4. How does anthropology approach religion? 

 

5. The main concern of anthropologists is to do what? 

 

6. The discipline of sociology has what kind of understanding of religion? 

 

7. What part does ritual play in religion? 

 

8. Zoroastrianism is primarily located in what country? 
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 Quiz # 3—Islam  

NAME____________________ 

 

Open Book Portion from Partridge—3 points each for  # 1 – 6, 4 points each for 7, 8  

 

1. Islam began in Mecca in what year? ______ 

 

2. Why did Muhammad and his followers flee to Medina? 

 

3. Sunnis make up what percentage of Muslims? ________ 

 

4. What is Sufism? 

 

5. Describe the structure of the Qu’ran. How is it put together? 

 

6. What is Abrogation? 

 

7. Islam recognizes what four revealed Holy Books? 

 a. 

 b. 

 c. 

 d. 

 

8. What are four of the five pillars of Islam 
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Quiz # 4—Hinduism 

NAME____________________ 

 

Open Book Portion from Partridge— 25 points 

 

1. How is Hinduism different from the other world religions? 3 pts 

 

2. What are the Vedas? 3 pts 

 

3. In the later Vedic period the karma-samsara-moksh-doctrine developed. What is 

(2 pts each) 

a. Samsara 

 

b. Karma 

 

c. Moksha 

 

4. What is Puja? 3 pts 

 

 

5. The two pre-eminent gods of Hinduism are (2 pts each) 

 

a.  

b.  

 

6. The three paths to spiritual fulfillment are jnana, karma, & bhakti. What are they? 

2 pts each 

a. Jnana 

b. Karma 

c. Bhakti 
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Quiz # 5—Buddhism 

NAME____________________ 

Open Book Portion from Partridge— 25 points 

 

1. What is Dharma? 3 pts 

 

2. What is dukkha? 3 pts 

 

3. What is Tantra or Trantric Buddhism? 5 pts 

 

4. What are sutras? 3 pts 

 

5. What are vinaya? 3 pts 

 

6. Morality is based on following five precepts. What are those five precepts? 5 pts 

 a. 

 b. 

 c. 

 d. 

 e 

7. What is a bodhisattva? 3 pts 

 

 

 

 



 

24 
 

 

Quiz # 6—Animism & Folk Religions 

NAME____________________ 

Open Book Portion from Partridge— 25 points 

 

1. Indigenous religions have been called by various names such as primitive religion, primal 

religion, tribal religions, etc. How wide-spread are these religions? 5 pts. 

 

 

2. The search for power is often at the center of these religions. Why and for what use is power 

sought? 5 pts. 

 

 

3. When members of a community break a taboo describe how far-ranging the consequences can 

be. 5 pts. 

 

 

4. What place do rituals play in the indigenous religions? 5 pts. 

 

 

5. What is a shaman? 2 pts 

 

 

6. Describe reciprocity in African Indigenous Religions 3 pts 
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Quiz # 7—New Age & Secularism 

NAME____________________ 

Open Book Portion from Partridge— 25 points 

1. “Modernity is often associated with universal, rational truth-claims. By contrast, 

postmodernism expresses . . .” (complete the quote) 3 points 

 

 

2. Postmodernism suggests a more fragmented approach to truth, and posits that “No single . . .” 

(complete the quote) 3 points 

 

 

3. David Harvey contrasts the modern and postmodern perspective in what way? 5 pts 

 

 

4. NRMs are what? 4 pts 

 

 

5. What is sacralization? 5 pts 

 

 

6. Where is sacralization taking place in our world? 5 pts 
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APPENDIX 3 

RESOURCES (WEBSITES)  
 

 
RESOURCES (Websites) 

 

1. Adventist Websites 

 

Adventist Mission 

http://www.adventistmission.org/ 

 

Adventist World Statistics 

http://www.adventiststatistics.org/ 

 

Béré Adventist Hospital 

http://bereadventisthospital.blogspot.com/ 

 

2. General Mission Websites 

 

American Society of Missiology 

http://www.asmweb.org/ 

 

Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary Mission Studies Center 

http://www.ambs.edu/programs-institutes/mission-studies-center 

 

Billy Graham Center 

http://bgc.gospelcom.net/emis/emqpg.htm 

 

Boston University Digital Research Archive/Christian Mission 

http://digilib.bu.edu/dspace/handle/2144/33 

 

California Mission Studies Association 

http://www.ca-missions.org/ 

 

Edinburgh 1910 Collection (UMDL Texts) 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=genpub;idno=1936337 

 

Edinburgh 2010 Collection (Towards Edinburgh 2010) 

http://www.towards2010.org.uk/ 

 

EMQ (Evangelical Missions Quarterly) 

http://bgc.gospelcom.net/emis/emqpg.htm 

 

Fred Hardeman University Mission Studies 

http://web.fhu.edu/academics/bible/mission+studies 

 

Henry Martyn Centre for the Study of Mission and World Christianity 

http://www.martynmission.cam.ac.uk/ 
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International Association of Mission Studies (IAMS) 

http://www.missionstudies.org/ 

 

International Journal of Frontier Missiology 

http://www.ijfm.com 

 

Lausanne Movement Home Page 

http://www.lausanne.org/ 

 

Mission Resources.com 

http://www.missionsresources.com/?gclid=CLz8mOfc1pICFQGIPAodvlUfmQ 

 

Mission Resources Directory 

http://www.mrd.org/ 

 

Missology 

http://missiology.org/ 

 

Mennonite Mission Network (Misseo Dei .pdf) 

http://www.mennonitemission.net/ 

 

Overseas Ministries Study Center (OMSC) 

http://www.omsc.org/ 

 

Oxford Centre for Mission Studies 

http://www.vanguard.edu/oxford/ 

 

United Methodist Mission Studies 

http://gbgm-umc.org/missionstudies/ 

 

US Center for World Mission 

http://www.uscwm.org/ 

 

William Carey Library 

http://missionbooks.org/williamcareylibrary/home.php 

 

World Evangelical Alliance Resources 

http://www.wearesources.org/Publications.aspx 

 

Yale University, Sources for Research: Missions and World Christianity  

http://www.library.yale.edu/div/MissionsResources.htm 

 

3. World Religions Websites 

 

Association of Religion Data Archive 

http://www.thearda.com/ 

 

Internet Sacred Text Archive 

http://www.sacred-texts.com/index.htm 

 

Jesus Will Return (Islamic Site) 
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http://www.jesuswillreturn.com/s1_5b.html 

 

Oxford Center for Buddhist Studies 

http://www.ocbs.org/ 

 

Oxford Center for Hindu Studies 

http://www.ochs.org.uk/ 

 

Oxford Center for Islamic Studies 

http://www.oxcis.ac.uk/ 

 

*Oxford Islamic Studies Online 

http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com 

 

Religion-Online.Org 

http://www.religion-online.org/ 

 

University of Georgia Islamic Studies Resources 

http://www.uga.edu/islam/ 

 

Virtual Religion Index 

http://virtualreligion.net/vri/index.html 

 

 Pew Forum on person beliefs of Muslims in various countries 

 http://www.pewforum.org/the-worlds-muslims.aspx 
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APPENDIX 4 

Final Exam Assignment (select one of the following three): 

1. OPRAH AND HER INFLUENCE 

Setting:  

You are the pastor of a local Seventh-day Adventist Church. Many of your church members have 

been avid watchers of the “Oprah Winfrey Show.” They have heard her talk about spirituality. 

The members want you to help them understand how Oprah is wrong in her position. 

Assignment: 

You are asked to write an “open” letter to Oprah (all your members want to read that letter), 

explaining to her why you think she is wrong (use biblical arguments) and why her message is 

deceptive. 

Guidelines: 

The letter should be at least 3 pages long (single spaced, 12 pts) with a clear logical outline. Keep 

in mind you are writing this letter as a pastor (don’t forget to be “pastoral”).  

2. YOUR CHILD AND NEW AGE 

 Setting: 

Your child is attending a public college/university. During his/her studies he/she has been 

influenced by Eastern Religions and New Age teachings (remember the video “Angels of Light” 

as seen in class). During one of his/her short vacation at home he/she revealed to you that he/she 

has found “higher truths.” 

Assignment: 

You are writing a letter as a father or a mother, not only helping her to understand that you care 

for her (in a loving way), but also helping her to understand that she is on slippery ground and 

you want to help her find her “footing” again. 

Guidelines: 

The letter should be at least 3 pages long (single spaced, 12 pts) with a clear logical outline.  

Keep in mind you are writing this letter as a father or mother, not as a “lecturer.” 

 

3.  PRAY FOR TWO PEOPLE WHO ARE SICK  

Between now and May 3, 2012 pray for at least two sick people and for at least one of them ask 

them if there is any possibility that they harbor any anger, bitterness, or unforgiveness that might 

have some connection with their sickness. 
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Assignment: 

Write a description of what happened for each of the two interactions (two pages total) listing the 

following: Gender of person prayed for, type of sickness, questions you asked, and the type of 

information you received, whether or not you laid hands on them, if the sickness is severe, 

suggest that the person also consider having an anointing service, Read a couple of Bible texts to 

build faith, then give a general outline of how you prayed. Write down any other observable data. 

Guidelines: 

The total for both prayer encounters should be at least 3 pages long (single spaced, 12 pts). Keep 

in mind you are writing a report of how you ministered through prayer to someone who is sick. 

 


