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GSEM 534  

ISSUES IN ELLEN G. WHITE ISSUES  
 

MA IN PASTORAL MINISTRY INTENSIVE  

Southwestern Adventist University, Keene, Texas 

November 2-6, 2014 

 

GENERAL CLASS INFORMATION  

 

Course acronym: GSEM534 

Course name:  Issues in Ellen G. White Studies 

   Semester credits offered:  3 credits 

Semester & year: Fall 2014  

 

Class location:  Southwestern Adventist University, Keene, Texas 

 

Class time/day: Sunday, November 2, 7:00pm – 9:00pm 

Monday - Thursday, November 3-6, 8:00am – 12:00 noon; 2:00 - 

5:30pm 

Exam:   Thursday, November 3, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION  

 

Instructor:  Denis Fortin, PhD   

Telephone:  269-471-3648 

Email:   fortind@andrews.edu 

Office location: Seminary, N313 

   

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

 

Issues in Ellen G. White Studies looks into contemporary issues related to the ministry and 

writings of Ellen White.  Among the issues discussed in this course are: Ellen White’s role 

and ministry, her understanding of her inspiration and her authority, her methods of writings 

and use of theological and historical sources, her use of literary assistants, rules of 

hermeneutics for her writings, her role in the development of Adventist doctrines and 

lifestyle, and her relevance for today’s Seventh-day Adventist Church.  This course builds on 
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the content of undergraduate courses in the life and ministry of Ellen G. White and Adventist 

heritage and history. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS  

 

Textbooks:  

Ellen G. White Writings – CD-ROM (can be purchased at ABC or directly from the EGW 

Estate.  www.whiteestate.org or www.adventistbookcenter.com) 

Denis Fortin and Jerry Moon, eds.  The Ellen G. White Encyclopedia (Hagerstown, MD: 

Review and Herald, 2013).  1465 pp.  ISBN: 978-0-8280-2504-1 

Douglass, Herbert E.  Messenger of the Lord: The Prophetic Ministry of Ellen G. White.  

Nampa, ID: Pacific Press, 1998.  538 pp.  ISBN: 0-8163-1622-8  (This book is available 

on the CD-ROM of Ellen White’s Writings.) 

Lake, Jud.  Ellen White Under Fire: Identifying the Mistakes of Her Critics (Nampa, ID: 

Pacific Press, 2010).  ISBN: 978-0-8163-2408-8 

 

 

Recommend books for extra reading:  

 

Fagal, William A. 101 Questions about Ellen White and Her Writings (Nampa, ID: Pacific 

Press, 2010).  ISBN: 978-0-8163-2378-4 

Knight, George R. Meeting Ellen White (Review and Herald, 1996) ISBN: 0-8280-1089-7 

    Reading Ellen White (Review and Herald, 1997) ISBN: 0-8280-1263-6 

    Walking with Ellen White (Review and Herald, 1999) ISBN: 0-8280-1429-9 

Gordon, Paul A.  My Dear Brother M. . .: Why Ellen White Wrote the Letters in Testimonies 

for the Church (Pacific Press, 1997).  160 pp.  ISBN: 0-8163-1369-5 

Thompson, Alden.  Escape From the Flames: How Ellen White Grew From Fear to Joy and 

Helped Me to Do It Too. Nampa, ID: Pacific Press, 2005.  191 pp.  ISBN: 0-8163-2085-3 

Aamodt, Terrie, Gary Land, and Ronald L. Numbers. Ellen Harmon White: American 

Prophet.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2014.  ISBN: 978-0-19-937386-4 

 

http://www.whiteestate.org/
http://www.adventistbookcenter.com/
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For ISBN and price information, please see the listing at the Bookstore 

www.andrews.edu/bookstore. 

 

 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

This course is offered for Masters students taking the MA in Pastoral Ministry (MAPMin).  

 

For MA in Pastoral Ministry students the program learning outcome targeted by this course is the 

following: 

 

Understand the historical-theological development of major SDA doctrines.  

 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

The life and ministry of Ellen G. White is a major Seventh-day Adventist doctrine. This course 

aims at fulfilling the program learning outcome through the following student learning outcomes: 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will 

1. Understand a variety of interpretational issues related to Ellen White’s writings, including 

methods of writing, literary assistants, use of theological and historical sources, and revision 

of unpublished and published writings (course lectures; required reading) 

2. Acquire a good knowledge of Ellen White’s understanding of her inspiration and the 

relationship of her authority to that of Scripture (course lectures; required reading) 

3. Understand sound methods of research in the published and unpublished writings of Ellen 

White (course lectures; required reading) 

4. Apply hermeneutical principles for consistent, balanced interpretation of Ellen White’s 

writings (course lectures; required reading; project #2; project #3) 

5. Discover Ellen White’s personal understanding of her own ministry as expressed in her 

letters and manuscripts addressed to individuals she worked with (project #1) 

6. Search the available databases of Ellen White’s writings and other Adventist resources 

(project #1; project #2; project #3) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.andrews.edu/bookstore


S E V E N T H - D A Y  A D V E N T I S T  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y  

5  

 

 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GUIDELINES  

 

Since this course is offered over a period of several months with an intensive session in the 

middle of this period, there are requirements that must be completed before the intensive session 

begins on November 2 and others after the intensive session is over on November 6.  There will 

be an examination in the form of a reflection essay on the last day of the intensive session.  All 

post-intensive requirements are due on March 1, 2015. 

 

 

Pre-Intensive Assignments (due on November 2, 2014) 

 

Note: Before the first day of class for the intensive, students should complete the following 

assignments.  All these assignments are due on Sunday, November 2, 2014.  

 

The purpose of these assignments is to help the participants acquire a good knowledge of 

some of the issues before we begin our study together in class.  The more students know 

before we meet, the better will be our class discussions and more fulfilling our learning 

experience. 

 

 

REQUIRED READING 
 

The required reading for this course will fulfill Student Learning Outcomes #1, 2, 3 and 4. 

 

 

1. Required Reading in Preparation for the Lectures during the Intensive 

 

 Students need to read 15 hours in The Ellen G. White Encyclopedia in preparation for the 

lectures during the intensive. 

 

 Look at the schedule of classes below and read the articles in connection with the topics of 

the lectures.  Read for a total of at least 15 hours. 

 

 A final grade will be assigned only after the student has signed the report that all the required 

reading for each lecture topic has been read.  The professor will take the word of the student that 

this requirement has been completed in all honesty. 

 

 At the beginning of the intensive on [date], students need to give the professor the following 

statement:   

 

“I honestly declare that I have read [state the number of hours] in The Ellen G. White 

Encyclopedia.” 

Signature 
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Date 

 

 

WRITTEN PROJECTS 
 

 PROJECT #1:  RESEARCH IN ELLEN G. WHITE LETTERS 

 

The purpose of this research assignment is to help the student discover Ellen White’s personal 

understanding of her own ministry as expressed in her letters addressed to individuals she 

worked with or ministered to. 

 

This assignment will fulfill Student Learning Outcomes # 5 and 6. 

 

 Read at least 15 letters of Ellen G. White to any individuals you choose.   

 

 

How to do this research project 
 

1. Find the letters you wish to read 

 

At the back of the Ellen G. White Encyclopedia, you will find in Appendix C a complete list of 

letters Ellen White wrote to various individuals during her ministry. 

 

The list gives the name of the individual, the letter code, date it was written, the place written 

from, and in the right column the place where you can read this letter if it is published in part or 

in its entirety.  If the letter is published in its entirety, the reference is in BOLD.  I recommend 

that you read complete letters and not those published in part.  Only complete letters will give 

you a sense of Ellen White’s counsels and ministry. 

 

Next:  Use the publication code from the right column to find the letters in the CD-ROM on in 

the online database at the Ellen G. White Estate website at http://www.whiteestate.org/ and click 

on Search Writings of Ellen G. White.  Or, if you live within a reasonable driving distance, you 

may go to an Ellen G. White Research Center and reading the original documents. 

 

Before you start reading these letters you may want to read the articles on each individual in the 

Ellen G. White Encyclopedia, to give you some historical context. 

 

If you are looking for a suggestion: read letters addressed to George I. Butler, John Harvey 

Kellogg, Uriah Smith or Stephen Haskell. 

 

 

2. How to Write the Report for Project #1 

 

At the beginning of your report, please state how many hours you have spent on this research 

project for this individual. 

http://www.whiteestate.org/
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Follow this format at the beginning of your report.  No title page is needed. 

 

 

   Name: __________________________________ 

   Project                                                                      

   Total Time Spent on the Project:                  

 

For EACH letter you read for this project, include each of the following items, in this order: 

 

a. Identify the letter:  

   Document code-indicator (e.g., Letter 36, 1904) 

Name(s) of people the letter was addressed to (e.g., letter written to Mr. and Mrs. 

J. A. Burden) 

   Date of redaction (e.g., February 18, 1904) 

   Identify where the document is published. 

 

  All this information is found in the Appendix C of the Ellen G. White Encyclopedia. 

 

b. Length: 

Indicate whether you read the entire letter or only part of it. 

 

c. Specific topics: 

List the specific topics Ellen White dealt with or addressed in this letter. Be 

comprehensive and give details. (The longer the document the more topics are likely 

addressed by Ellen White.) 

 

d. Personal reaction: 

Write a one-paragraph brief statement— not a summary of content, but, rather, your 

personal reaction to what you read in the document.  Remember to reflect on what 

you perceive to have been Ellen White’s ministry to this individual. 

 

Repeat this for EACH of the 15 letters you read for this project. 

 

 

3.  Grading 

 

This project is worth 20% of the final grade for this course. 

 

See the Evaluation Rubrics for grading at the end of the syllabus. 
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During the Intensive 

 

Lecture Topics and Required Reading 

 

 

Lectures Required Reading Student 

Learning 

Outcomes 

(SLO) 

Introduction to the course Course syllabus  

Ellen G. White – A short 

biography of the human person 

J. Moon and D. Kaiser, “For Jesus and 

Scripture: The Life of Ellen G. White,” EGW 

Encyclopedia, pp. 18-95. 

 

Ellen G. White as a Prophet  

Part I: Issues in revelation and 

inspiration  

EGW Encyclopedia, articles “Revelation and 

Inspiration,” pp. 1087-1093, and “Visions of 

EGW,” pp. 1249-1252 

Selected Messages, vol. 1, pp. 15-39 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 2-42 

SLO 1, 2 

Part II: The ‘sacred’ and the 

‘common’ 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 372-384 SLO 1, 2 

Part III: Relationship to and use 

of Scripture 

EGW Encyclopedia, articles “Bible, EGW’s 

Relationship to the,” pp. 647-649, and “Bible, 

EGW’s Use of,” pp. 649-650 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 408-425 

SLO 1, 2 

Ellen G. White as a Writer  

Part I: Literary assistants EGW Encyclopedia, article “Literary SLO 1, 2 
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Part II: The editorial process Assistants,” pp. 941-943 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 108-123; 444-454 

SLO 1, 2  

Part III: Inspired author or 

plagiarist? 

Introduction of the Great Controversy, pp. v-

xii (also in EGW Encyclopedia, pp. 1093-

1097) 

EGW Encyclopedia, article “Plagiarism,” pp. 

1028-1035  

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 456-465 

SLO 1, 2 

Issues in Hermeneutics 

Part I: Study all the applicable 

information 

EGW Encyclopedia, article “Interpretation of 

EGW’s Writings,” pp. 900-903 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 386-407 

SLO 3 

Part II: The importance of the 

context  

SLO 3 

Part III: Principles and 

applications 

SLO 3 

Some Issues in Theology 

Part I: Ellen White’s role in the 

development of Seventh-day 

Adventist doctrines 

EGW Encyclopedia, article “Doctrines, 

Development of,” pp. 774-778 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 256-277 

EGW: Messenger to the Remnant, pp. 34-43 

SLO 1 

Part II: Issues in the Doctrine of 

the Trinity 

EGW Encyclopedia, articles “Arianism,” p. 

614, and “Godhead,” p. 843-844 

SLO 1, 3 

Part III: The issue of prophetic 

authority 

EGW Encyclopedia, article “Authority of 

EGW and Her Writings,” pp. 627-629 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 426-443 

SLO 1, 2 



S E V E N T H - D A Y  A D V E N T I S T  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y  

1 0  

 

 

Issues in Health and Science 

Part I: Ellen White and the 

Adventist health message 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 278-298 

EGW Encyclopedia, article “Health Reform,” 

pp. 858-861 

SLO 1, 2 

Part II: Ellen White and 

vegetarianism 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 310-319 

EGW Encyclopedia, article “Vegetarianism,” 

pp. 1246-1248 

SLO 1, 2 

Part III: Difficult statements in 

the writings of Ellen White 

J. Lake and J. Moon, “Current Science and 

Ellen White: Twelve Controversial 

Statements,” EGW Encyclopedia, pp. 214-

240, and “Amalgamation,” pp. 590-594. 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 486-499 

SLO 1, 2 

Ellen G. White and Social 

Issues 

EGW Encyclopedia, articles “Social Issues,” 

pp. 1174-1176. 

Messenger of the Lord, pp. 210-227; 362-370 

SLO 1, 2 

Conclusion of the course Discussion of Projects # 2 and #3 and 

remaining reading requirements 

 

 

EXAMINATION and REFLECTION ESSAY 

At the end of the intensive course, students will write an examination in the form of a 

reflection essay.  This exam will be given on Thursday, November 6, at 6:00 – 8:00 pm.  

The exam will consist of two essay questions on what has been learned during the course.  

Students will be able to use class notes.  The instructor will give students two issues 

regarding the writings of Ellen White and ask students to reflect on what they have learned 

in the course regarding these issues. How these issues have challenged them personally?  

How will their learning experience affect their theology and praxis of ministry? 

The final exam/reflection essay will be worth 5% of the final grade for this course. 
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CASE STUDY 

 

The professor will give the case study for Project #3 at the end of the intensive. 

 

 

 

Post-Intensive Assignments (due on March 1, 2015) 

 

REQUIRED READING and REPORT 
 

For the post-intensive reading requirement, students must read Jud Lake, Ellen White Under 

Fire: Identifying the Mistakes of Her Critiques.  This requirement will enable the student to get 

more first hand knowledge of some of the issues pertaining to the life, ministry and writings of 

Ellen G. White.   

 

After reading this book, students are asked to write a reading report that highlights at least five 

major insights gained from reading this book.  (Look at the evaluation rubrics at the end of the 

syllabus to get a better idea of what is required and how to write this report.) 

 

This assignment will fulfill Student Learning Outcomes #1, 2, 3 and 4. 

 

For this assignment, students will email the professor the following statement along with the 

reading report:   

 

“I honestly declare that I have read Jud Lake’s book Ellen White Under Fire.” 

 

e-Signature 

Date 

 

This assignment is worth 10% of the final grade for this course. 

 

 

 

WRITTEN PROJECTS 

 

 PROJECT #2: RESEARCH IN TOPICS 
 

Students will select TWO topics of their choice to study in Ellen White’s published writings. 

 

Topics may range from Adventist history, to biography, to theology, to lifestyle – any topic for 

which Ellen White’s writings provide sufficient material to support the time allocation for this 

research is appropriate.  Students are definitely encouraged to choose topics of current interest to 

them. The professor is willing to discuss your idea for a topic. 
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The purpose of this project is to enable students to read a large amount of writings of Ellen 

White on a particular subject in order to gain a good understanding of that subject. 

 

This assignment will fulfill the Student Learning Outcomes # 4 and 6. 

 

 

Students will spend a minimum of 15 hours for EACH topic doing research and reading for this 

project. 

 

 

How to do this project 
 

1. Select a Topic 

 

Students will select a topic of research upon which Ellen White wrote in sufficient length to 

support 15 hours of research or reading.  In selecting the research topic, students need to be 

mindful not to select a topic that is too broad (ex: Holy Spirit) which would require countless 

hours of reading or one that is too narrow (ex: second resurrection) that would be completely 

researched in one or two hours. 

 

Students will investigate relevant materials on the selected topic in published books and 

periodical articles of Ellen White’s writings.  You may read the relevant articles in the Ellen G. 

White Encyclopedia as part of this project. 

 

 

2. Search for Relevant Material 

 

To find the relevant material on the selected topic, students can do a word search in the CD-

ROM database.  Another approach is to visit a research center and review file documents on this 

topic.  Secondary literature can also be helpful to start the research but students are asked to 

spend no more than 2 hours of this project reading secondary literature.  Remember that this 

project is about reading Ellen White’s writings on a topic. 

 

 

3. How to Write the Report for Project #2 

 

Follow this format at the beginning of your report.  No title page is needed. 

 

 

   Name: __________________________________ 

   Project                                                                      

   Total Time Spent on the Project:                  

 

 (TITLE of RESEARCH) 
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Indicate whether your project was accomplished by searching the CD-ROM or online database 

or by going to a Research Center. 

 

This research report should be about 5 to 6 pages long (double space) plus 1 page of references. 

 

Please include each of the following items with headings, in this order, in your report: 

 

 a) Topic chosen: In a brief paragraph, explain why you chose this topic. 

 

b) Difficulties: For the assignment as a whole, did the documents examined present any 

difficulties to you?  Did you have any difficulties in doing this research.  If so, please 

explain. 

 

c) Summary: Summarize your findings (2 to 3 pages are sufficient). 

 

d) Spiritual blessings: What spiritual blessings did you receive as a result of this 

research? 

 

e) Sources consulted: Give a list of the books or documents that you consulted during your 

research.  (One page of references is sufficient.) 

 

4. Grading 

 

This project is worth 50% of the final grade for this course. 

 

See Evaluation Rubrics for grading at the end of the syllabus. 

 

 PROJECT #3: CASE STUDY IN RULES OF HERMENEUTICS 
 

After the class lectures on rules of hermeneutics, students will write an essay on a case study as 

applied to the writings of Ellen White. 

 

The purpose of this essay is to demonstrate how the content of this course, in particular the rules 

of hermeneutics, can help the student in understanding issues of lifestyle as they relate to the 

writings of Ellen White. Another purpose is to enable the student to develop skills and 

methodology in hermeneutical interpretation that will be useful in one’s pastoral ministry. 

 

This assignment will fulfill the Student Learning Outcomes # 4 and 6. 

 

 

1. How to Prepare to Write the Essay for the Case Study, Project #3 

 

First, the student should read carefully the case study and then read the statement of Ellen White 
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referred to in its context. Next, the student should begin to apply the rules of hermeneutics 

learned in this course and gather information from the writings of Ellen White and from 

secondary literature to support an adequate interpretation. 

 

For students who live far from a research center, please remember that the CD-ROM of Ellen 

White’s Writings contains many biographical books about Ellen White’s life and ministry, books 

about Ellen White and her writings, and dozens of White Estate research documents.  These 

books and documents are a valuable collection of secondary information you can consult for this 

case study. 

 

 

2. Format of the Essay 

 

Each student is responsible to write his/her own answer to the case study.  The essay should be at 

least 6 pages double space and should demonstrate good articulation and argumentation.  Clear 

support for arguments and references must be part of the essay.  The students should be careful 

not to get bogged down with fictional scenarios about people and not to brush off the comments 

made in the case as being irrelevant.  Rather, students should see this as a practical assignment to 

which one needs to prepare a logical and clear academic answer. 

 

Please note:  Look at the evaluation rubrics at the end of the syllabus to get a better idea of 

what is required and how to write this essay. 

 

 

3. Grading 

 

This project is worth 15% of the final grade for this course. 

 

See Evaluation Rubrics for grading at the end of the syllabus. 

 

 

FINAL GRADING AND ASSESSMENT  

 

Credit-Hour Definitions 

A 3-credit course in a professional masters degree (MDiv or MAPMin) taken at the Seventh-day 

Adventist Theological Seminary requires a total of 135 hours for course work including lectures, 

reading requirements and written assignments.  For this course, the instructor estimates that this 

total of 135 hours will be distributed in the following activities: 

 Lectures during the intensive:    36 hours 

 Required reading:     40 hours    

 Three Projects:     59 hours 
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  Total:    135 hours 

A final grade will be assigned only after the student has signed the report that all course lectures 

have been listened to and that the accompanying assigned reading for each lecture has been read.  

The professor will take the word of the student that this requirement has been completed in all 

honesty. 

 

 Attending Class Lectures and Reading  Required for 

 in preparation for the Intensive week  final grade 

 

 Required Reading (pre-intensive)      5% of final grade 

 Required Reading and Report (post-intensive)  10% 

 Final Exam/Essay       5%  

 Research in Ellen G. White Letters:  15% 

 Research in Topics:    50% 

 Case Study on Rules of Hermeneutics:      15% 

   TOTAL:               100%  

 

Grading system (in percentages) 

A: 96-100 

A-: 91-95 

B+: 87-90  

B: 81-86 

B-: 76-80 

C+: 70-75 

C: 65-69 

C-: 60-64 

D: 50-59 

F: 0-49 

 

 

SU M M A R Y O F AS S I G N M E NT S A N D DU E DA TE S  

 

 Pre-Intensive Assignments – Due on November 2, 2014 

  Reading 15 hours in The Ellen G. White Encyclopedia in preparation for lectures 

  Project #1 in Research in Ellen G. White Letters (15 letters) 

 

 During Intensive Assignments – November 2-6, 2014 

  Attend all lectures 

  Final Exam 

 

 Post-Intensive Assignments – Due on March 1, 2015 
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  Reading and report – Jud Lake, Ellen White Under Fire 

  Projects #2 in Research in Topics (2 topics) 

  Project #3 Case Study in Rules of Hermeneutics 
 
 

No extra work will be given to improve one’s final grade. 
 

 

Incomplete 
In the event that you cannot complete your course within the time period allowed, please contact 

the professor by e-mail and inform him that you are unable to complete your course and state 

your reasons.  For more details please read the bulletin information below. 

 

I—Incomplete. An Incomplete (I) indicates that the student’s work is incomplete 

because of illness or unavoidable circumstances and not because of negligence or inferior 

performance. Students will be charged an incomplete fee for each incomplete grade 

issued. 

 

An I may be given when the instructor and the student agree to terms stated in an 

Incomplete Contract. The I is given to a student when the major portion of the work for 

the course has been completed. The contract states (1) the remaining work to be 

completed, (2) a plan with timelines for completion of the work, (3) the time limit, and 

(4) the grade the student will receive if the work is not completed by the agreed-upon 

time. 

 

Ordinarily, an I shall be removed during the following semester. However, an I 

contracted in the spring semester may be extended to the autumn semester. Any request 

for an extension of time beyond the contracted time shall be made in writing before the 

end of the contracted date and approved by the dean of the college/school in which the 

course is offered. The number of I’s on a student’s record affects the student’s class and 

workload. 

 

 

GENERAL COURSE POLICIES  

 

Assignment Submission 

All course assignments must be submitted through Moodle.   

 

Late Submission 

Course assignments submitted after the due date will receive 10% penalty for each week late.  

Assignments will not be accepted if submitted after 4 weeks late, unless an accommodation has 

been agreed to ahead of the due date. 
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Disability Accommodations 
If you qualify for accommodations under the American Disabilities Act, please see the instructor 

for a referral to assist you in arranging accommodations. 

 

Class Attendance 
“Regular attendance at all classes, laboratories and other academic appointments is required for 

each student.  Faculty members are expected to keep regular attendance records.  The syllabus 

notifies students of the attendance requirements. 

         AU Bulletin 

 

Class Absences 

“Whenever the number of absences exceeds 10% for graduate classes of the total course 

appointments, the teacher may give a failing grade.  Merely being absent from campus does not 

exempt the student from this policy.   Absences recorded because of late registration, suspension, 

and early/late vacation leaves are not excused.  The class work missed may be made up only if 

the teacher allows.  Three tardies are equal to one absence.   

Registered students are considered class members until they file a Change of Registration form 

in the Office of Academic records”.       AU Bulletin 

 

Excused Absences 

“Excuses for absences due to illness are granted by the teacher.  Proof of illness is required.  

Residence hall students are required to see a nurse on the first day of any illness which interferes 

with class attendance.  Non-residence hall students should show written verification of illness 

obtained from their own physician.  Excuses for absences not due to illness are issued directly to 

the dean’s office.  Excused absences do not remove the student’s responsibility to complete all 

requirements of a course.  Class work is made up by permission of the 

teacher.”      AU Bulletin 

 

Academic Integrity 
“In harmony with the mission statement (p.18), Andrews University expects that students will 

demonstrate the ability to think clearly for themselves and exhibit personal and moral integrity in 

every sphere of life. Thus, students are expected to display honesty in all academic matters.                    

 

Academic dishonesty includes (but is not limited to) the following acts: falsifying official 

documents; plagiarizing, which includes copying others’ published work, and/or failing to give 

credit properly to other authors and creators; misusing copyrighted material and/or violating 

licensing agreements (actions that may result in legal action in addition to disciplinary action 

taken by the University); using media from any source or medium, including the Internet (e.g., 

print, visual images, music) with the intent to mislead, deceive or defraud; presenting another’s 

work as one’s own (e.g. placement exams, homework, assignments); using material during a quiz 

or examination other than those specifically allowed by the teacher or program; stealing, 

accepting, or studying from stolen quizzes or examination materials; copying from another 

student during a regular or take-home test or quiz; assisting another in acts of academic 

dishonesty (e.g., falsifying attendance records, providing unauthorized course materials).  
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Andrews University takes seriously all acts of academic dishonesty.  Such acts as described 

above are subject to incremental discipline for multiple offenses and severe penalties for some 

offenses.  These acts are tracked in the office of the Provost.  Repeated and/or flagrant offenses 

will be referred to the Committee for Academic Integrity for recommendations on further 

penalties.  Consequences may include denial of admission, revocation of admission, warning 

from a teacher with or without formal documentation, warning from a chair or academic dean 

with formal documentation, receipt of a reduced or failing grade with or without notation of the 

reason on the transcript, suspension or dismissal from the course, suspension or dismissal from 

the program, expulsion from the university, or degree cancellation.  Disciplinary action may be 

retroactive if academic dishonesty becomes apparent after the student leaves the course, program 

or university   

 

Departments or faculty members may publish additional, perhaps more stringent, penalties for 

academic dishonesty in specific programs or courses.”     AU Bulletin 

 

 

Language and Grammar 
There is an expectation that a student enrolled in a graduate program possesses advanced written 

language skills, particularly in the language in which the degree is acquired.  Thus, no special 

consideration will be given to English as a second language learners or native-English speakers 

who have yet to obtain mastery in written English.  Such students are advised to seek the 

assistance of the campus writing lab or procure the services of an editor prior to the submission 

of their assignments.  Tips for success include reading your assignments aloud and having 

someone else do likewise prior to submission.  This practice will provide you with immediate 

feedback on your written assignments. 

 



ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES  

 

Project #1 – Research in Ellen G. White Letters 
 

Evaluation Rubrics 
 

Out of 105 Total points possible for this assignments: 
(7 points for each letter x 15 letters) 
 

Out of 7 
 

First Letter (7 points): 
1 points for proper identification of each letter read; 
1 point for indicating whether the document was read entirely or in part; 
3 points for listing the specific topics addressed in the letter; 
2 points for a one-paragraph reaction to the content of the letter 
Points will be deducted for poor spelling and grammar. 
 

Out of 7 Second Letter (7 points): 
1 points for proper identification of each letter read; 
1 point for indicating whether the document was read entirely or in part; 
3 points for listing the specific topics addressed in the letter; 
2 points for a one-paragraph reaction to the content of the letter 
Points will be deducted for poor spelling and grammar. 
 

Out of 7 Third Letter (7 points): 
1 points for proper identification of each letter read; 
1 point for indicating whether the document was read entirely or in part; 
3 points for listing the specific topics addressed in the letter; 
2 points for a one-paragraph reaction to the content of the letter 
Points will be deducted for poor spelling and grammar. 
 

Out of 7 Fourth Letter (7 points): 
1 points for proper identification of each letter read; 
1 point for indicating whether the document was read entirely or in part 
3 points for listing the specific topics addressed in the letter; 
2 points for a one-paragraph reaction to the content of the letter 
Points will be deducted for poor spelling and grammar. 
 

Out of 7 Fifth Letter (7 points): 
1 points for proper identification of each letter read; 
1 point for indicating whether the document was read entirely or in part; 
3 points for listing the specific topics addressed in the letter; 
2 points for a one-paragraph reaction to the content of the letter 
Points will be deducted for poor spelling and grammar. 
 



Project #2 – Research Project 

Evaluation Rubrics 
 

                 Criteria 

 

Category 

Excellent (5) Good (3) Below Standard (1)   Absent 

(0) 

 

Score 

Topic Selected The essay has a title. 

Excellent explanation of the 

reasons for selecting this topic.   

Essay has a title. 

Good explanation of the 

reasons for selecting this 

topic 

Only Title given. 

No explanation given for the 

selection of this topic 

 Out of 5 

 

 

Difficulties 

Encountered 

Excellent explanation of the 

difficulties encountered while 

doing this research project. 

Good explanation of the 

difficulties encountered while 

doing this research project. 

Poor explanation of the 

difficulties encountered while 

doing this research project. 

 Out of 5 

 

Summary of 

Findings 

(x3) 

Excellent summary of the 

findings. 

Ideas are arranged logically, 

flowing smoothly from one to 

another and clearly linked to 

each other.  The reader can 

follow the line of reasoning.  

Thoughtful, in-depth analysis of 

the topic.  Reader gains 

important insight. 

Good summary of the 

findings. Ideas are arranged 

in a somewhat logical way, 

although occasionally fail to 

make sense together.  The 

reader is fairly clear about 

the writer’s intentions. Some 

analysis of the topic.  Reader 

gains some insight 

Poor summary of the findings. 

The writing is not logically 

organized.  Ideas frequently fail 

to make sense.  The reader 

cannot identify a line of reasoning 

and loses interest. Analysis is 

vague or confused.  Reader gains 

no insight. 

 Out of 15 

 

Spiritual Value  Excellent explanation of the 

spiritual value the student has 

gained from this research 

project. 

Good explanation of the 

spiritual value the student 

has gained from this research 

project. 

Poor explanation of the spiritual 

value the student has gained 

from this research project. 

 Out of 5 

 

Sources 

Consulted 

 

List of sources consulted given 

at the end of the essay. 

   Out of 5 

Formatting, 

Grammar, 

Spelling 

Presented in the correct format 

with no errors.   Citations are 

accurate and well done.  No 

errors of grammar and spelling. 

Presented in the correct 

format with some errors.  

Citations are mainly accurate 

and well done. Some errors 

of grammar and spelling. 

Many errors in formatting, 

grammar, spelling. Citations are 

not accurate and not proper in 

format. 

 Out of 5 

 

Time Allocation Number of hours reported. 

15 hours required 

Out of 15 

 

 

TOTAL   Out of 55 

 

 



Project #3 – Case Study Evaluation Rubrics 

 
                 Criteria 

Category 

Excellent (5)  (4) Good (3)  (2) Below Standard (1)   Absent 

(0) 

Score 

Introduction Introduction is engaging, states 

main topic and clearly previews 

the rest of the essay. 

 

 

Introduction states main topic 

but does not adequately preview 

the rest of the essay. 

 Unclear and convoluted 

introduction. 

 Out of 5 

 

 

Use of rules of 

hermeneutics 

Excellent use of the three rules 

of hermeneutics.  The rules are 

used skillfully, thoughtfully and 

provide in-depth support for the 

arguments and ideas presented 

in the essay. 

 Use of the three rules of 

hermeneutics is well done.  The 

rules are used with some skill and 

provide some support for the 

arguments and ideas presented in 

the essay. 

 Use of the three rules of 

hermeneutics is poor.  The 

rules are used unevenly and do 

not provide good support for 

the arguments and ideas 

presented in the essay. 

 Out of 5 

 

Historical and 

literary context 

Excellent presentation of 

relevant information about the 

historical and literary contexts 

that clearly supports the essay.  

 

 

 

Information about the historical 

and literary contexts is only partly 

related to the essay.   

 

 

 

 

Information about the 

historical and literary contexts 

is disconnected from the 

essay. 

 Out of 5 

EGW’s other 

writings on this 

topic 

Excellent presentation of ideas 

gained from EGW’s other 

writings and supports the other 

ideas presented in this essay. 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of ideas gained from 

EGW’s other writings is good and 

provide some support for other 

ideas presented in this essay. 

 

 

 

 

Presentation of ideas gained 

from EGW’s other writings is 

poor and does not provide 

adequate support for other 

ideas. 

 Out of 5 

 

Use of 

secondary 

literature 

Balanced presentation of 

relevant information from 

secondary sources that clearly 

supports the arguments and 

ideas presented in the essay.  

 Information from secondary 

sources is sketchy or only partly 

related to the arguments and 

ideas presented in the essay. 

 Information from secondary 

sources is disconnected from 

the arguments and ideas 

presented in the essay. 

 Out of 5 

Explanation of 

EGW’s 

principles  

Excellent presentation of 

principles derived from an 

analysis of EGW’s writings and 

context.  Thoughtful, in-depth 

analysis of these principles. 

Reader gains important insight. 

 Good presentation of principles 

derived from an analysis of 

EGW’s writings and context.  

Some analysis of these principles. 

Some insight gained. 

 Poor presentation of principles 

derived from an analysis of 

EGW’s writings and context.  

Analysis of principles is vague 

or confused.  No insight 

gained. 

 Out of 5 

 

Logical 

presentation of 

arguments & 

ideas 

 

Ideas are arranged logically to 

support the conclusions, flowing 

smoothly from one to another 

and clearly linked to each other.  

The reader can follow the line of 

reasoning.  Thoughtful, in-depth 

analysis of the topic.  Reader 

gains important insight. 

 

 

Ideas are arranged in a somewhat 

logical way, although occasionally 

fail to make sense together.  The 

reader is fairly clear about the 

writer’s intentions. Some analysis 

of the topic.  Reader gains some 

insight. 

 

 

The writing is not logically 

organized.  Ideas frequently 

fail to make sense.  The reader 

cannot identify a line of 

reasoning and loses interest. 

Analysis is vague or confused.  

Reader gains no insight. 

 Out of 5 

Conclusion 

(x2) 

Conclusion is engaging, restates 

purpose, concisely summarizes 

the essay. 

 

 

Conclusion does not refer to 

purpose.  Main ideas are 

somewhat logically arranged. 

 

 

Conclusion is confusing, does 

not restate purpose, is 

incomplete or unfocused.  

 Out of 10 

 

Formatting, 

grammar, etc. 

Presented in the correct format 

with no errors.   Citations are 

accurate and well done.  No 

errors of grammar and spelling. 

 

 

 

 

Presented in the correct format 

with some errors.  Citations are 

mainly accurate and well done. 

Some errors of grammar and 

spelling. 

 

 

 

 

Many errors in formatting, 

grammar, spelling. Citations 

are not accurate and not 

proper in format. 

 Out of 5 

 



GSEM534 – Issues in Ellen G. White Studies 

Reading Report Evaluation Rubrics 

Jud Lake, Ellen White Under Fire 
 

                 

Criteria 

Category 

Excellent (5)  (4) Good (3)  (2) Below Standard 

(1) 

  

Absent 

(0) 

Score 

Introduction Introduction is 

engaging. Introduces 

the author, his reasons 

for writing this book 

 

 

Introduction is good. 

Introduces the author, 

his reasons for writing 

this book 

 Unclear and 

convoluted 

introduction.  

Information missing 

 Out 

of 5 

 

 

Reflection on 

major 

insights from 

this book 

The personal 

reflection on five 

major insights gained 

from reading this book 

is engaging, excellent 

and meaningful. 

 The personal 

reflection on five 

major insights gained 

from reading this 

book is good. 

 The personal reflection 

on five major insights 

gained from reading 

this book is poorly 

done and lacks content 

and reflection. 

 Out 

of 25 

 

Logical 

presentation 

of ideas 

Ideas are arranged 

logically, flowing 

smoothly from one to 

another and clearly 

linked to each other.  

The reader is engaged 

in the reading.  

Thoughtful 

presentation of ideas.  

Reader gains 

important insights. 

 

 

Ideas are arranged in 

a somewhat logical 

way, although 

occasionally fail to 

make sense together.  

The reader is fairly 

engaged in the 

reading. Reader gains 

some insights. 

 

 

The writing is not 

logically organized.  

Ideas frequently fail to 

make sense.  The 

reader cannot identify 

a line of reasoning and 

loses interest. Reader 

gains no insight. 

 Out 

of 10 

Conclusion Conclusion is 

engaging, restates 

briefly the main point 

of what has been 

learned from this 

book. 

 

 

Conclusion restates 

what has been 

learned from the 

book. 

 

 

Conclusion is 

confusing.  Incomplete 

or unfocused.  

 Out 

of 5 

 

Formatting, 

grammar, 

etc. 

Presented in the 

correct format with no 

errors.  No errors of 

grammar and spelling. 

 

 

 

 

Presented in the 

correct format with 

some errors. Some 

errors of grammar 

and spelling. 

 

 

 

 

Many errors in 

formatting, grammar, 

spelling. 

 Out 

of 5 

 

TOTAL       Out 

of 50 
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