
1 
 

Study Questions for the textbook on Luke – MAPM Fall, 2015 

 
At class time, know the answers for the following questions: (Quizzes will be based on 
these questions) 
 

An additional set of study questions will be given toward the end of the session 
that cover lecture material. 
 

Recommendation: Prepare your answers to all of the textbook questions in advance 
of our session together. This will make your use of time far more valuable simply 
because you can concentrate on knowing the lecture material for the final given on 
Thursday. 
 
NOTE: At our first meeting on Sunday afternoon, October 4, there will be a quiz over the 
pages for Sunday. 
 
Questions from which the Sun. quiz will be based: (textbook pages 15—98) 
 
Introduction: 
 
1. “The Gospels are theology….”  What is the rest of the quote?  The answer is 

crucial to understanding the Gospel of Luke. 
2. What do we know about the church’s use of the gospels (Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John) throughout the Christian centuries?  Where does Luke fit 
into this history?  Why does Bock say Luke is the “most pluralistic”?  In 
what ways?  (Answer is found in two paragraphs of the textbook.) 

3. What do we know about the authorship (internal testimony and early church 
tradition)? 

4. Why does Bock favor the earlier date for the writing of Luke? 
5. In one sentence, what is the author’s point on the “purpose” of the gospel?  

Bock gives several, so what would you say that summarizes his points? 
6. “The plan of God is a major Lukan theme.”  Indicate at least three key points 

made by Bock to demonstrate this major theme in the gospel. 
7. Luke writes as a pastor, theologian and historian.  What are the results? 
8. Name the four characteristics of Luke’s approach to his writing (his own 

words). 
 

Read Luke 1:1—4:44 
 
9. The announcement of Jesus’ birth stresses what three points? 
10. Mary’s hymn of praise is usually divided into three parts.  What are they (do 

not give the Latin names)? 
11. When Zechariah announces the name “John” for the newborn boy, Bock 

mentions three unusual features.  They are…? 
12. How is Zechariah’s hymn an “introduction” to the entire Gospel? 
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13. The setting in which Jesus is born is important for helping Luke portray the 
nature of Jesus’ message.  How? 

14. At the temple for the Mary’s purification, what does their offering convey? 
15. At age 12 when Jesus is in the temple, he tells his parents either (1) “I must 

be about my Father’s business” or “I must be in the house of my Father.”  
Which does Bock support and why? 

16. How does the Old Testament concept of repentance help us understand 
Luke’s use of “repentance”? 

17. How does the meaning of baptism for John differ with the Christian’s 
meaning? 

18. What does Luke intend to accomplish by his citation of Isaiah 40:3-5? 
19. What is the twofold role of John’s preaching? 
20. What is John’s answer to the question as to whether one is sensitive to 

God’s will?  [This is the great test declared by Jesus, Paul and Ellen White.] 
21. Summarize in two or three sentences the content of the bottom half of page 

72—this is a great summary of true Christianity. 
22. John gives three points that show the superiority of Jesus to himself.  Name 

them. 
23. [This is not a textbook question] At Jesus’ baptism, God speaks from heaven 

about His Son.  Compare these words in Luke (3:22) and Matthew (3:17).  
What is the key difference?  

24. In the discussion on the differences in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 
and Luke, give three points made by Bock that make significant theological 
statements on Luke’s record (pages 79—81). 

25. Why does Bock believe the differences in the order of temptations two and 
three result in Luke’s order being theologically motivated? 

26. What are the two themes of Jesus’ two major discourses in Luke 4:14—9:50? 
27. What are the major parts of the synagogue service in Jesus’ day? 
28. Indicate the reasons Jesus’ use of Isaiah 61:1-2 is so critically important 

(pages 88—90). 
29. In Luke 4:31-44, Bock points out three “snapshots” of Jesus’ public ministry.  

Name them. 
30. Why is Jesus’ first miracle of casting out a demon so important?  Be 

thorough (pages 94—96). 
 
Questions from which the Mon. quiz will be based: (textbook pages 98—179) 
 
Read Luke 5:1—9:50 
 
1. Considering the nature of the persons Jesus called to be his disciples, what 

lesson does this give for us today?  What was the reaction to Jesus for the 
choices he made in selecting the disciples? 

2. What does Jesus’ nature miracle (huge catch of fish) signify?  Include the 
comments given about Simon Peter. 

3. Peter “represents all disciples.”  What is the significance of this remark? 
4. Why was the “touching” of the leper so meaningful in Jesus’ day? 



3 
 

5. After the leper is healed, Jesus tells him to keep the healing a secret.  What 
possible explanations does Bock offer for this command? 

6. The healing of the paralytic demonstrates five key points.  They are…? 
7. What are the major functions of (differences between) the “scribes” and 

“Pharisees”? 
8. When Jesus forgives the paralytic before actually healing him, it presents 

what sort of reaction among the Jewish leaders?  What is important about 
Jesus’ question to them about “which is easier…?” 

9. Why is table fellowship such a strong comment about relationships? Why 
did the Jewish spiritual leaders complain about Jesus eating and drinking 
with sinners? 

10. Why does Jesus state that his disciples did not need to fast? 
11. What three comments (parables) does Jesus use to illustrate that his 

message is a call for a new spiritual life? 
12. How does Luke show the importance of prayer AND why it is important? 
13. Why is the listing of the 12 disciples significant?  Bock gives two reasons. 

 
[+ the value of the NET BibleNET Note: “The term apostles is rare in the gospels, 
found only in Matt 10:2, possibly in Mark 3:14, and six more times in Luke (here plus 
9:10; 11:49; 17:5; 22:14; 24:10).”] 
 

14. What is the reason Bock states that Jesus’ “Sermon on the Plain” is 
equivalent to Paul’s chapter on love (1 Cor. 15)? 

15. What is the major difference between the “Sermon on the Mount” in Matthew 
and Luke’s record of the “Sermon on the Plain”? 

16. While Matthew reports Jesus as saying “Blessed are the POOR in spirit,” 
Luke records Jesus as saying “Blessed are the POOR.” While it is clear that 
Luke sees “poor” relating to economics, what does Bock state that would 
indicate a close connection of Luke’s version with Matthew’s version? 

17. What is the danger of wealth? 
18. What three statements does Jesus make that shows His “radical” definition 

of love? 
19. How does Bock define “sensitivity in love”? 
20. What are the two ideas that dominate Jesus’ remarks on judgment? 
21. Being “merciful” does not mean that we suspend judgment against 

immorality, it does mean, however, that the judgments should allow for 
what? 

22. What graphic test does Jesus apply to passing judgment (make sure you 
have a sound basis for making a judgment before you judge)? 

23. In the miracle of the centurion’s servant, Bock states that there is something 
more important than the miracle itself.  What? 

24. Who was a “God fearer”? 
25. Regarding the centurion Jesus said: "I tell you, not even in Israel have I 

found such faith!"  What two examples did Luke give of this same faith 
earlier in his Gospel (in 4:26-27)? 

26. When John the Baptist was languishing in prison and began to have doubts about 
Jesus, how did Jesus eliminate those doubts? 
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27. What is the explanation given for the comment that “…Among those born of women 
no one is greater than John,” and then to be followed by: “Yet the one who is least in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he is"?  

28. What does Luke intend to point out by Jesus’ words: “To what then should I 
compare the people of this generation, and what are they like?  They are like 
children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to one another, 'We played the 
flute for you, yet you did not dance; we wailed in mourning, yet you did not weep’”? 
 
[BONUS: What does The Desire of Ages say about the Pharisee/host who was 
critical of Jesus for allowing a sinful woman relate to Him so intimately?  What was 
Jesus answer and the response by the Pharisee?] 
 

29. What do we know about women supporting Jesus (and of the attention given to 
them by Luke in general)? 

30. How does Bock explain the difficult aspect of the following quotation: “Then his 
disciples asked him what this parable [about the sower and seed] meant.  He 

said, ‘You have been given the opportunity to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that although they 
see they may not see, and although they hear they may not understand’”? 

31. What do we know from OT references that help us understand the answer to “Who 
is this?” following the calming of the storm? 

32. After the demons in the demoniac were sent, at their request, into the pigs who then 
plunged to their death, why did the city dwellers want nothing to do with Jesus? 

33. What makes the story of the woman who was hemorrhaging for 12 years so 
remarkable (in light of Lev. 15)? 

34. After healing Jairus’ daughter, why does Jesus order the parents to tell no one? 
 

[BONUS: Compare the list of things the disciples were to take (or not take) on their 
mission in the three synoptic gospels and then then give an explanation as to why 
the instructions are different. (Matt. 10:1-15 and Mark 6:7-13).] 

 
35. The feeding of the 5,000 points to two important events, one in the OT and one in 

the NT.  What are they? 
36. Why is Peter’s confession regarding the identity of Jesus as the “messenger” / 

prophet more important than simply being a messenger? 
37. Why do the disciples find it so difficult to hear Jesus speak of his rejection? 

38. What is Bock’s explanation for this passage: “But I tell you most certainly, there 
are some standing here who will not experience death before they see the 
kingdom of God"? 

39. In the transfiguration narrative, what do Moses and Elijah represent in Israel’s 
history? 

40. How does Jesus define “greatness” in the context of the disciples arguing about 
who would be the greatest? 
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Questions from which the Tues. quiz will be based: (textbook pages 179—248) 
 

Read Luke 9:51—13:35 
 
1. Why is the journey to Jerusalem not a “straight-line” journey? 
2. Why were the Samaritans hated by the Jews? 
3. Why does Jesus say “Let the dead bury the dead”—which is not only 

impossible (dead persons cannot do anything) but sounds uncaring? 
4. What is Bock’s view on the nature of healing “gifts” today—the criterion for 

determining if it a true gift as portrayed in Jesus’ day? 
5. What does the authority over serpents and scorpions symbolize? 
6. What is Bork’s view about the exercise of “gifts” that is inconsistent? 

7. What is the meaning of these words: "Woe to you, Chorazin!40 Woe to you, 
Bethsaida!? 

8. In the parable of the Good Samaritan the lawyer asks “Who is my neighbor?”  What 
was he attempting to gain from this question? 

 
[BONUS: The first two persons who pass by the victim in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan were a priest and a Levite.  What is the difference between these two 
positions?] 
 

9. Bock believes the so-called “Lord’s Prayer” is misnamed and should be called….?  
Why? 

10. What is the relationship between our request to God for forgiveness and our 
willingness to forgive others? 

11. Why does the man who is annoyed for being inconveniently awakened in the middle 
of the night still provide food for the person who knocked on his door? 

12. What graphic scenes does Jesus use to drive home the point that God will give us 
good gifts in time of need? 

13. When Jesus’ opponents argue that his miracles are done by the power of Satan, 
what important conclusion can we draw that helps us deal with person who claims 
today that Jesus really did not perform miracles? 

14. When Jesus refers to the seven other spirits who take the place of the one driven 
out, what does he want us to learn?  [Neutrality comments] 

15. What does Jesus wish to teach by reference to Jonah and Solomon? 
16. What is a “woe” according to Bock? 
17. After Bock mentions what Jesus said about tithing, he mentions two large relational 

imperatives that the Jewish leaders ignored.  They are…? 
18. What is Jesus conveying in his comment that the Pharisees walk over unmarked 

graves? 
19. On the subject of cleanliness, how does Jesus “turn the tables” on the Pharisees? 
20. What was Jesus making clear when he referred to the tombs the leaders built for the 

prophets? 
21. What precisely is the problem with “external righteousness”? 
22. Why is the sin against the Holy Spirit unforgiveable? 

23. What parable does Jesus give to illustrate this comment: “One's life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions”? 

24. What is Jesus teaching about “being anxious” and what is about ravens that 
reinforces this message?  
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25. Being a faithful steward (manager) requires a crucial perspective, and 
perspective can work two ways.  What are they and why is one superior to 
the other? 

26. What warning is conveyed in the “thief” image? 
27. While “waiting” for the master to return, one’s attitude is not the important 

aspect.  What is important during the waiting period? 
28. Jesus describes two types of an unfaithful steward.  What are the 

differences? 
29. Jesus comes to bring “fire” on the earth.  Meaning? 
30. What is Jesus’ point in his response to questions about slain Galileans and 

those who died from the tower that fell on them in Siloam? 
31. What is the lesson about the vineyard keeper asking for more time to save a 

tree that is not producing? 
32. How does Jesus expose the hypocrisy of the synagogue ruler who objected 

to the healing of the woman who had suffered for eighteen years? 
33. When Jesus likens the kingdom to a mustard seed, what point is he making? 
34. When Jesus states that people will come from all directions of the earth, 

what is he saying to the Jewish leaders? 
35. What is probably the intended meaning of the word “fox”—the word used by 

Jesus referring to Herod? 
 

Read Luke 14—16  
 
READ pages 248—278 of the textbook.  No quiz over the pages because they cover Luke 14—16, 
the main chapters for the lectures.   
 

Study Questions on the lectures will be provided during the sessions once the 
material is covered in class. 

 
For pages 248—278, a reading report will be submitted in which you will indicate how 
carefully you read the pages.  This reading report is worth as much as ten points (for 
example, “I have read the pages carefully and thoroughly” = 10 points).  See blank form 
following the Study Questions.] 

 
 
Questions from which the Wed. quiz will be based: (textbook pages 278—331) 
 

Read Luke 17:1—20:48  
 
1. In the first ten verses of Luke 17, Jesus addresses four aspects of 

discipleship.  What are they? 
2. What is the significance of calling Jesus “Master” by the ten lepers when the 

other synoptic gospels us “Teacher” or “Rabbi”? 
3. What is the crucial point about Jesus’ question “Were not ten cleansed? 

Where are the other nine?” 
4. When listing all of the reasons for being grateful, what should be the 

emphasis? Or, why is it that the list does not include things, possessions? 



7 
 

5. Some translations of Luke 17:21 read that “The kingdom of God is within 
you” (which is a legitimate translation of the Greek).  Also, a legitimate 
translation would be “The kingdom of God is in your midst.”  Why does Bock 
(correctly) favor the second translation? 

6. What point is Jesus making with the words of the ungodly judge: “Though I 
neither fear God nor have regard for people, yet because this widow keeps 
on bothering me, I will give her justice, or in the end she will wear me out by 
her unending pleas." 

7. Bock points out two negative results based on the following verse: “Jesus 

also told this parable to some who were confident that they were righteous 
and looked down on everyone else.”  Name them. 

8. What does the following verse say about the Pharisee’s relationship with 
God: “God, I thank you that I am not like other people”? 

9. When Jesus makes it clear that children are welcome, he is giving a two-
point lesson.  What are the points? 

10. When Jesus healed the blind beggar, the Greek word is “saved.”  How does 
the translation “heal” relate to “save”? 

11. Since wealth was viewed as a sign of God’s blessing, how did the Jewish 
leaders relate to the wealth of a sinful tax collector? 

12. Luke makes it clear in many places that the disciples expect Jesus to be the 
kind of Messiah that the general public expected.  How does Acts 1:6 
indicate that even after the resurrection the disciples still did not 
understand? 

13. What are the three themes that dominate Luke 19:45—24:53? 
14. What two OT passages serve as a background to this statement: "It is 

written, 'My house will be a house of prayer,' but you have turned it into a 
den of robbers!"? 

15. In questioning the grounds for Jesus’ authority, why did the scribes and 
Pharisees believe it was only natural to question his authority? 

16. In Jesus’ counter question: “John's baptism – was it from heaven or from 
people?" created a catch-22.  Why was it a question the leaders could not 
answer? 

17. What is the difference between a parable and an allegory? 
18. What was there about the parable of the of the vineyard owner that incensed 

the priests and scribes? 
19. How does Jesus reinforce his point in this same parable? 
20. What is the lesson for us even today in Jesus’ words: "Then give to Caesar 

the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." 
21. What was the law of levirate marriage and how did Jesus answer the 

question asked by the Sadducees designed to trap him? 
22. Why is there no need for marriage after the resurrection? 
23. Why are the following words significant so far as the Sadducees were 

concerned: “But even Moses revealed that the dead are raised in the passage 

about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob”? 

24. What precisely was there in Psalm 110:1 that stumped Jesus’ questioners? 
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Questions from which the Thurs. quiz will be based: (textbook pages 331—392) 
 

Read Luke 21:1—24:53 
 
1. Why is it that sometimes a little gift is larger than a big gift? 
2. What point is Bock making when he writes: “The belief was that God’s 

judgment followed certain patterns”? 
3. What events are covered in Jesus’ discourse about the end?  How does Luke 

differ with Matthew and Mark on the same discourse? 
4. What are the five key points in this final discourse that Bock singles out? 
5. Bock also mentions two features of the discourse.  What are they? 
6. What do we know about the “chaos” vis-à-vis typology? 
7. What elements does Luke leave out that are found in the other synoptic 

gospels? 
8. What is the positive assessment that Bock gives to the differences within the 

synoptic gospels?  What is the word he uses to describe these gospel 
differences? 

9. How is the portrayal of the destruction of Jerusalem helpful in understanding 
end-time events? 

10. In addition to the answer to the above question, what other key points are 
given in Luke (four more)? 

11. Bock states that there are two features in the discourse that are important to 
recognize.  What are they? 

12. What comprises the chaos that comes at the end? 
13. What are some of the details that Luke omits about the end that Mark and 

Matthew include?  Why does Luke omit them? 
14. Throughout the centuries Christians have often wondered if their time would 

be the END time.  This interest is heightened by a number of important 
points.  They are…? 

15. How does Bock explain “I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things take place”? 

16. "But be on your guard…” means more than just “watching,” it includes…? 
17. “Greatness is defined not by position or resume, but by…”  Finish Bock’s 

comment. 
18. What was Peter’s weakness when he denied Jesus after boldly stating "Lord, 

I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death!"? 
19. How did the disciples misunderstand these words of Jesus: “And the one 

who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one”? 
20. What does Bock say is the “overriding theme” is Luke’s passage on the trial 

of Jesus? 
21. As Jesus faces death, describe his demeanor. 
22. Regarding the betrayal of Judas, what are the three responses mentioned by 

Bock? 
23. It was not a crime to claim to be Messiah, but Jesus was claiming more.  

What was it? 
24. What OT passage (know content) depicts Jesus’ behavior before Herod?  
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25. “Neutrality is not…permitted by Jesus’ life and claims.”  What is called for? 
26. As women wept for Jesus as he carried the cross he indicated they were 

weeping for the wrong reason.  What were they to weep for? 
27. Who is represented by the green wood, the dry wood? 
28. As Jesus dies on the cross, the temple curtain is torn into two pieces.  Of the 

five possible meanings given by Bock, what does he prefer? 
29. What does the action of Joseph of Arimathea favorably indicate regarding 

Jewish leaders? 
30. Some argue that when Jesus died it is no longer necessary to keep the 

Sabbath.  What shows that the Sabbath following Jesus’ death was still 
kept? 

31. What is the content of Luke and Acts that clearly links the two books written 
by Luke? 

 
BONUS: The Greek word “dei” (dei = literally: “it is necessary”) is found in 

the following passages in Luke: 2:49; 4:43; 9:22; 12:12; 13:14, 33; 17:25; 19:5; 
21:9; 22:37; 24:7, 44.  What is the significance?  The key is provided in 24:7 
and 24:44.  [Bock made note of this word each time it occurred.] 

 
32. How does the skepticism of the disciples and others about the resurrection 

lend credibility to the resurrection? 
33. From the textbook, page 384, what are some of the concepts in key OT 

passages that the disciples were slow to believe? 
34. When Jesus opened the scriptures, what were the three “dominant themes”? 
35. What are the five elements that dominate the mission statement? 
 

 
Final Examination Study Questions are based on the lectures.  These study 
questions will be handed out shortly after the material is covered in class.  The 
FINAL Examination will be given on Thursday, October 8, 4 – 6 PM, following a 
two or three hour break for review. 
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Exegesis Reading Report 
2015 

 
LUKE, Darrell L. Bock, pages 248—278  
 
 
____I have all of the pages carefully.  (10 points) 
____I have read most of the pages carefully  OR  I have read all of the pages, but not 

all that carefully.  (8 points) 
____I have read about 3/4 carefully.  (7 points) 
____I have read about 3/4 quickly.  (5 points) 
____I have read about half carefully.  (5 points) 
____I have read about half quickly.  (3 points) 

____Other.  Describe what you have done and I will assign the points: 

 
 
 
 
 
Students who choose the 10 point option may be asked a fair question that would 
validate this option. 
 
 
Name________________________________________ 


