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THST 628 
CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY 

FALL 2016 
 

 
 
“Faith, wherever it develops into hope, causes not rest but unrest, not patience but impatience. It does not 
calm the unquiet heart, but is itself this unquiet heart in man. Those who hope in Christ can no longer put 
up with reality as it is, but begin to suffer under it, to contradict it. Peace with God means conflict with the 
world, for the goad of the promised future stabs inexorably into the flesh of every unfulfilled present.”  
― Jürgen Moltmann, Theology of Hope 

 
GENERAL CLASS INFORMATION 

 
Class location:  Southern Union (Apopka, FL) 
Class time/day:  Sun (10.23)   17:00-20:00 
   Mon (10.24)-Wed (10.26) 08:00-12:00; 13:00-17:00 
   Th (10.27)   07:30-11:30; 13:00-15:00 
Credits offered: 3 

 
INSTRUCTOR CONTACT  

 
Instructor:  Ante Jerončić, PhD 
Email:   jeroncic@andrews.edu  
Office location: SEM N309 
Admin. Assistant: Prudence Campbell, prudence@andrews.edu, 269.471.3607  
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
tudy of major trends in 19th- and 20th-century theology, including liberalism and neo-orthodoxy, and 
such shapers of religious thought as Schleiermacher, Barth, and Bultmann viewed over the rise and 

development of Adventist theology.  
 

ADDITIONAL COURSE INFROMATION 

 
everal things should be kept in mind in order to be able to succeed in and benefit from this class. First, 
this is a course in systematic or constructive theology, and it is important for the student to understand 

how that specific area of theological inquiry both differs and relates to other areas such as biblical studies, 
historical studies, philosophy of religion, ethics, and practical theology. Having a firm of grasp of the 
nature of the discipline will enable the student to understand what its aims and methodological principles 
are, and save himself or herself a great deal of headache. 

Furthermore, students should not forget that this class is but a part of an integrated curriculum in the 
Seminary. Simply put, not everything can be covered in each and every class. I will assume that you have 
taken both as an undergraduate and graduate student classes in biblical studies, Adventist history, practical 
theology, and the like. In other words, in assuming a “division of labor” I am by no means leaving these 
other disciplines behind or somehow neglecting them. That being the case, I encourage students to bring 
the wealth of their education and personal/ministry experience to bear upon the texts and issues we are 
going to engage. 

Finally, my hope is that you will see this course as something more than just an academic exercise. After 
all, good theology by its very nature is practical; orthodoxy (“right belief”) needs to lead to orthopraxis 
(“right practice”). That is to say, we don’t do theology simply for the sake of doing theology, but so that 
we might worship God more passionately, delight in him more fully, and follow him more faithfully. In the 
words of John Piper: “The great end of all theology is a heart for God and a life of holiness.” And what 
can be more practical than that? 

 
COURSE MATERIALS  

 
Class Texts: 

Olson, Roger E. The Journey of Modern Theology: From Reconstruction to Deconstruction. Downers Grove: IVP 
Academic, 2013. 

Note: Selected readings indicated in the reading schedule as “LH” are to be accessed via the LearningHub. 
 
Book Reviews: 

Smith, James K. A. Desiring the Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural Formation. Grand Rapids: Baker 
Academic, 2009. 

_______. How (Not) to Be Secular: Reading Charles Taylor. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2014. 
 
 

S 

S 



S E V E N T H - D A Y  A D V E N T I S T  T H E O L O G I C A L  S E M I N A R Y  

4  

 

	

 OUTCOMES  

 
Program Learning Outcomes (PO)  

MA in Pastoral Ministry (MAPM) English and Spanish Program Outcomes 
1. Demonstrate proper biblical interpretation skills. 
2. Understand the historical-theological development of the Adventist Church. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) 

Upon completion of this course students should be able to:  

1. Have a basic understanding of major trends and issues in contemporary theology. 
2. Refine their capacity to engage various theological material in both critical and appreciative ways. 
3. Explore ways in which Adventist faith and theology can be fruitfully and faithfully developed. 
4. Discern ways in which theological ideas and insights for personal growth and ministry. 

 
PRE-INTENSIVE CLASS ASSIGNEMENTS 

 
1. Reading Reports 

You will complete reading reports for each of the reading assignments from Roger E. Olson’s The Journey of 
Modern Theology as indicated in the class schedule below as “JMT”. All reading reports are due via the 
Learning Hub (LH) by October 16, 2016 (one week prior to the beginning of class) and must be 
turned in by this date to receive credit. Please submit all reports as one document in PDF format in the 
appropriate LH dropbox. 
 
The procedure and format for your reading report is as follows:  

§ List your name, the pages and time spent reading, three significant discussion questions based on 
the reading, and three points of useful/interesting information. Finally, write one brief paragraph 
summarizing your critical evaluation of the reading. 

§ Your three questions should be of the type that evoke discussion and not merely yes/no or simple 
information questions. Make sure that you keep and bring to class a copy of your three discussion 
questions and points of useful/interesting information and have access to an electronic or hard 
copy of the readings during class. These will be used during dedicated times for discussion. 

§ Note: Failure to indicate “pages read” will lead to a 50% grade deduction for the given report 
entry. For a sample report see Appendix B. 

§ As a part of your submission that includes all the reports, include a reading statement sheet 
(posted in the LearningHub under course material) indicating how much of the assigned readings 
you have covered. For a sample statement sheet see Appendix C. 

 
In addition to the various readings, you are asked to finish reading at least Part I of James K. A. Smith’s 
Desiring the Kingdom. A report to that effect needs to be provided in the reading statement sheet (see above). 
The review itself is a post-intensive class assignment (see below) for which you will need to read the rest of 
the book with the exception of ch. 7. 
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DURING CLASS REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. Class Attendance and Participation 

Throughout the week you will be asked to give oral responses to questions posed in class. The questions 
may pertain to the reading material assigned for the given class period or to wider issues raised in the 
course. This grade also covers such things attendance and class demeanor in general.  
 
While there is obviously a subjective component to that, I ask myself the following sort of questions when 
assigning the grade: 

§ Did the student have the pertinent reading material at hand needed for class discussions? 
§ Was he or she able to give responses to questions without consulting the text first? 
§ How did the student connect his or her answer with other material in class? 
§ Was the student alert and ready to contribute? 
§ Did the student respect the opinions of others? 
§ Did the student use electronic devices in a way that honors the class contract? 
§ Did the student attend the class regularly? 

Note: Four class period absences will automatically lead to a 0% participation grade. 
 
2. Final Exam 

There will be one examination based on class lectures and discussions. The exam will consist of two 
sections: five short paragraph questions and two long essay questions. The short questions be more factual in nature 
and should each take not more than 10 min. to answer. 
 
The purpose of the essay questions, on the other hand, is to encourage synthetic integration, critical 
engagement, and personal appropriation of the course material. They will also test your overall mastery of 
the subject matter. Since the intent is for you to reflect on and prepare for those questions as we go along, 
you will receive six essay prompts by the first class of the second week. On the exam, you will be asked to 
respond to two of the three questions provided. You should prepare to allocate 30 minutes for each of the 
essays, that is, approximately 2½ to 3 pages.  
Here are the criteria I will use in grading the essay questions (out of 20 points): 

§ A+ grade: The student exhibits an in-depth understanding of the question and its underlying 
issues. Creative and original connections are made to various elements of the course material 
beyond what was mentioned in class. [20 points] 

§ A level grade: The essay is well organized and clearly reflects familiarity with the pertinent class 
material. There are specific references to names, books concepts, etc. The student shows a 
clear comprehension of the issue and exhibits good synthetic and analytical skills. [18-19 
points] 

§ B level grade: The essay references important names, concepts, etc. but leaves out some of the 
important information. Additionally, the essay is a bit short and not clearly organized. That 
being the case, the response indicates that the student has studied the material and is familiar 
with key issues. [16-17.5 points] 
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§ C level grade: The essay is too general. References to the pertinent readings are almost entirely 
absent. Or perhaps, the student started well but ended up submitting a response that is way too 
short. [14-15.5 points] 

§ D grade: The student has submitted a paragraph or two of very generalized observations, 
stream-of-consciousness kind of stuff. [12-13.5 points] 

§ F grade: The answer consists of a few sentences, or is completely off topic [2-11.5] 
 
Most of the exam questions will be provided no later than a month before the intensive and will be posted 
in the LearningHub.  
 
The final exam will be held on Thursday, October 26, 15:00-17:00. 
 

POST-INTENSIVE CLASS ASSIGNEMENTS 

 
Post-Intensive Book Reviews 

Smith, James K. A. Desiring the Kingdom (Introduction and Part II the if not completed before the start 
of the intensive) 
_______. How (Not) to Be Secular  
 
Your book reviews should be four pages long and should stick of the following stipulations: 

1. Do not try to summarize the book chapters; zero in on major points or arguments of the author. 
What matters is synthesis and analysis.  

2. Avoid extended quotations. 

3. Envision the reviews as a form of dialogue; engage the authors along the way. 

4. Make sure to include a point or two of potential appropriation and/or application of the material 
for your personal life, your ministry, or the church as a whole. 

5. Do not split your reviews into different sections such introduction, subheadings, and conclusion. 
Instead, create a seamless essay. See the sample review posted in the LH for the “feel” I am 
looking for, although I happen to disagree with the reviewer’s critique in this case. 

6. The final draft of the paper must be double spaced, in Times New Roman 12-point font, 1 inch 
margins, and in accordance with the Andrews University Standards for Written Work. See 
https://www.andrews.edu/grad/documents/standards-for-written-work-2015.pdf 

7. As a formatting aid, check the review questions in Appendix D. 

8. Submit your paper in Word format into the appropriate LH dropbox. 

9. Please beware of plagiarism. Acts of academic dishonesty will lead to a failing grade in the course. 
 
 Both reports are due February 22, 2017. 
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 OUTLINE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNM ENTS 

 
Please note:  This outline is subject to change based on the pace of the course. 
 

DATE Class Topic Disscusion of Reading Assignements 

23-Oct Course Introduction   

  Theology and Ministry   

  The Enlightenment JMT, ch. 1d, 1e 

  F. Schleiermacher JMT, ch. 2a; Schleiermacher [LH] 

24-Oct Major Thinkers   

  K. Barth JMT, ch. 5a; Barth [LH] 

  D. Bonhoeffer JMT, ch. 7; Bonhoeffer [LH] 

  R. Niebuhr JMT, ch. 5c; Niebuhr [LH] 

  J. Moltmann JMT, ch. 8; Moltmann [LH] 

25-Oct Contemporary Trends I   

  Post-Holocaust Theology Post-Holocaust Theology [LH] 

  Liberation Theology JMT, ch. 9 

  Postliberal Theology JMT, ch. 12a 

  Deconstructive Theology JMT, ch. 12b; Caputo [LH] 

26-Oct Contemporary Trends II   

  Hermeneutic Theology Browning [LH] 

  R. Girard Girard [LH] 

  J. H. Yoder Yoder [LH] 

  H. U. Balthasar JMT, ch. 10c 

27-Oct Selected Themes   

  Theology & Self Smith [LH] 

  Theology & Culture Selected readings [LH] 

  Adventist Theology: Perils and Prospects   
 
 

GRADING AND ASSESSME NT 

	
Credit-Hour Definitions: A professional 3-credit course taken at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological 
Seminary requires a total of 135 hours for course lectures, reading requirements and written assignments. 
For this course, the instructor estimates that the total hours for students registered for 3 credits will be 
distributed in the following activities: 
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Class Time: 32 hours 
Reading: 70 hours 
Pre-intensive Reading Reports: 8 hours 
Post-intensive Additional Reading Reports: 15 hours 
Preparation for Exam: 10 hours 

 
Criteria for Grades: Superior grades reflect independent and mature thinking and contribution. The final 
grade will take into account all of the elements explained below and no other extra reading or work shall be given 
to improve one’s final grade. However, the instructor reserves the right to make adjustments to the student’s 
grade based on overall class performance and his perception of the student’s involvement in the class. 
 
Passing Grades: Students must faithfully attend and participate in class, complete required readings, and 
turn in all written assignments. 
 
Assignment Submission: All assignments are to be submitted via Moodle (Learning Hub), unless 
otherwise noted in the assignment instructions below. Absent extenuating circumstances, which should be 
discussed with the professor, late reading reports are not accepted. 

Late Book Review Submission: 

Delay up to 30 days:  5%deduction 
Delay up to 60 days:  15% deduction 
Delay up to 90 days:  20% deduction   
Delay up to 120 days:  25% deduction   
Delay up to 150 days:  30% deduction  

Assessment Breakdown: 

1. Class Attendance and Participation 10% 
2. Pre-intensive Reading Reports 10% 
3. Pre-intensive Book Review  15% 
3. Exam     35% 
4. Post-intensive Book Reviews  30% 

 
The following scale will be used for determining the final grade: 

A 94.00-100% 
A - 90.00-93.99% 
B + 87.00-89.99% 
B   83.00-86.99% 

B - 80.00-82.99% 
C + 77.00-79.99% 
C 73.00-76.99% 
C - 70.00-72.99% 

D  65-69.99% 
F 64.99% or less 
 

 
 

CLASS POLICIES 

 
Classroom Seating 

To facilitate the instructor in learning each student’s name and simplify attendance taking, please select a 
permanent seat in the classroom. 
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Grading 

Incompletes are given only under extraordinary circumstances such as prolonged illness, serious family 
tragedy, and so on. They are never given for late papers or other outstanding requirements. 

Please, no haggling or special pleadings for grades, class requirements, and such! As stated above, no other 
extra reading or work shall be given to improve one’s final grade. The course operates on prevenient grace, that is, 
all the grace needed to successfully pass this class has already been embedded in the syllabus. 
 

Recordings 

Students are not permitted to record class lectures. 
 
Examinations 

If you are going to miss an exam, let me know immediately, and if possible, let me know before the exam. 
If you miss an exam and wait more than 24 hours (from the start of the exam) to get in touch with me, you 
will receive a 0% on the exam, even if it turns out that you had a good reason for missing it. Please note that only 
serious life events warrant alternative exam date arrangements. 

“Credit is not granted in courses unless the required examinations are completed by the student. Students 
are expected to follow the published examination schedule. In cases where the schedule requires a student 
to complete four exams in one day, arrangements may be made with the dean to complete one of the 
examinations at another time.”       AU Bulletin 
 
Class Demeanor  

Each student should strive to conduct herself or himself in a respectful manner. Please, no eating in class, 
and (preferably) no use of electronic devices. If you plan to you use your laptop, please talk to me. You 
will have to sign a class contract. Failure to follow these stipulations will significantly affect your final 
grade. 

If you plan to use the laptop, please sigh the laptop usage agreement provided in class. 
 
Class Absences 

Attendance is an integral part of the learning experience in this course. Unless there are extenuating 
circumstances, 1% will be taken off the final grade for each absence. Students who are late within the first 
10 minutes will lose 0.33%. Students arriving beyond the first 10 minutes will lose the entire 1%. 

“Whenever the number of absences exceeds 20% (10% for graduate classes) of the total course 
appointments, the teacher may give a failing grade. Merely being absent from campus does not exempt the 
student from this policy. Absences recorded because of late registration, suspension, and early/late 
vacation leaves are not excused. The class work missed may be made up only if the teacher allows. Three 
tardies are equal to one absence.  

Registered students are considered class members until they file a Change of Registration form in the 
Office of Academic records.”         AU Bulletin 

Excused Absences 

“Excuses for absences due to illness are granted by the teacher. Proof of illness is required. Residence hall 
students are required to see a nurse on the first day of any illness which interferes with class attendance. 
Non-residence hall students should show written verification of illness obtained from their own physician. 
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Excuses for absences not due to illness are issued directly to the dean’s office. Excused absences do not 
remove the student’s responsibility to complete all requirements of a course. Class work is made up by 
permission of the teacher.”    AU Bulletin 
 
Teacher Tardiness 

“Teachers have the responsibility of getting to class on time. If a teacher is detained and will be late, the 
teacher must send a message to the class with directions. If after 10 minutes no message has been received, 
students may leave without penalty. If teacher tardiness persists, students have the right to notify the 
department chair, or if the teacher is the department chair, to notify the dean.”  

AU Bulletin 
 

Academic Integrity 

Please make sure that you properly credit any thoughts, ideas, wording, or structure that you might 
have gleaned from either the assigned authors or other sources. Any act of academic dishonesty will lead to a 
failing grade in the course. In order to assure that the seriousness and nature of academic dishonesty is 
properly understood, students will be asked to attach a signed honor statement to their paper. 

“In harmony with the mission statement (p.18), Andrews University expects that students will demonstrate 
the ability to think clearly for themselves and exhibit personal and moral integrity in every sphere of life. 
Thus, students are expected to display honesty in all academic matters.      
 
Academic dishonesty includes (but is not limited to) the following acts: falsifying official documents; 
plagiarizing, which includes copying others’ published work, and/or failing to give credit properly to other 
authors and creators; misusing copyrighted material and/or violating licensing agreements (actions that 
may result in legal action in addition to disciplinary action taken by the University); using media from any 
source or medium, including the Internet (e.g., print, visual images, music) with the intent to mislead, 
deceive or defraud; presenting another’s work as one’s own (e.g. placement exams, homework, 
assignments); using material during a quiz or examination other than those specifically allowed by the 
teacher or program; stealing, accepting, or studying from stolen quizzes or examination materials; copying 
from another student during a regular or take-home test or quiz; assisting another in acts of academic 
dishonesty (e.g., falsifying attendance records, providing unauthorized course materials).  

Andrews University takes seriously all acts of academic dishonesty. Such acts as described above are 
subject to incremental discipline for multiple offenses and severe penalties for some offenses. These acts 
are tracked in the office of the Provost. Repeated and/or flagrant offenses will be referred to the 
Committee for Academic Integrity for recommendations on further penalties. Consequences may include 
denial of admission, revocation of admission, warning from a teacher with or without formal 
documentation, warning from a chair or academic dean with formal documentation, receipt of a reduced 
or failing grade with or without notation of the reason on the transcript, suspension or dismissal from the 
course, suspension or dismissal from the program, expulsion from the university, or degree cancellation. 
Disciplinary action may be retroactive if academic dishonesty becomes apparent after the student leaves 
the course, program or university.   

Departments or faculty members may publish additional, perhaps more stringent, penalties for academic 
dishonesty in specific programs or courses.”       AU Bulletin 
 
 
Language and Grammar 
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There is an expectation that a student enrolled in a graduate program possesses advanced written language 
skills, particularly in the language in which the degree is acquired. Thus, no special consideration will be 
given to English as a second language learners or native-English speakers who have yet to obtain mastery 
in written English. Such students are advised to seek the assistance of the campus writing lab or procure 
the services of an editor prior to the submission of their assignments. Tips for success include reading your 
assignments aloud and having someone else do likewise prior to submission. This practice will provide you 
with immediate feedback on your written assignments.  

Disability Accommodations 

If you qualify for accommodation under the American Disabilities Act, please contact Student Success in 
Nethery Hall 100 (disabilities@andrews.edu or 269-471-6096) as soon as possible so that accommodations 
can be arranged. 
 
Emergency Protocol  

Andrews University takes the safety of its student seriously. Signs identifying emergency protocol are 
posted throughout buildings. Instructors will provide guidance and direction to students in the classroom 
in the event of an emergency affecting that specific location. It is important that you follow these 
instructions and stay with your instructor during any evacuation or sheltering emergency.  
 
Revision Statement 

The instructor reserves the right to revise the syllabus for the benefit of the learning process with 
appropriate notification to the students. 
  

INSTRUCTOR PROFILE 

 
Dr. Ante Jerončić’s scholarship and teaching focus on the intersection 
of constructive Adventist theology and culture, especially as it relates 
to contemporary issues in theological and philosophical anthropology. 
Most basically, he is interested in questions of how humans as moral agents 
understand and relate to the world, and how that in turn informs (or ought to 
infrom) our understanding of ethics, discipleship, ministry, and life in general.  

Professor Jerončić strongly believes that the depth and relevance of the 
Adventist faith needs to be communicated in fresh and creative ways both 
within the Church and the culture at large. To that end, he frequently gives 
lectures and seminars focusing on themes such as Adventist identity, 
discipleship in the modern world, the character of God and human suffering, and the Sermon on the 
Mount. He is married to Debbie to whom he feels indebted beyond what words can express. 
 
Selected Bibliography: 

Bauckham, Richard. The Theology of Jürgen Moltmann. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1995. 

Bauckham, Richard, and Trevor A. Hart. Hope against Hope: Christian Eschatology at the Turn of the Millennium. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. 
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Benson, Bruce Ellis. Graven Ideologies: Nietzsche, Derrida & Marion on Modern Idolatry. Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity, 2002. 

Boersma, Hans. Violence, Hospitality, and the Cross: Reappropriating the Atonement Tradition. Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 2006. 

Carter, Craig A. Rethinking Christ and Culture: A Post- Christendom Perspective. Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2006. 

Cavanaugh, William T. Theopolitical Imagination. New York: T & T Clark, 2002. 

Depoortere, Frederick. Christ in Postmodern Philosophy: Gianni Vattimo, René Girard and Slavoj Žižek New 
York: T & T Clark, 2008. 

Farley, Wendy. Tragic Vision and Divine Compassion: A Contemporary Theodicy. Louisville: Westminster/John 
Knox, 1990. 

Fiddes, Paul S. The Promised End: Eschatology in Theology and Literature. Malden: Blackwell, 2000. 

Hart, David Bentley. The Beauty of the Infinite: The Aesthetics of Christian Truth. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
2003. 

_______. Atheist Delusions: The Christian Revolution and Its Fashionable Enemies. New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 2009. 

Hauerwas, Stanley. Dispatches from the Front: Theological Engagements with the Secular. Durham: Duke University 
Press, 1994. 

Kelsey, David H. Eccentric Existence: A Theological Anthropology. Vol. 1 & 2. Louisville: Westminster/John 
Knox, 2009. 

Kerr, Nathan. Christ, History, and Apocalyptic: The Politics of Christian Mission. Eugene: Cascade, 2009. 

McGrath, Alister E. The Open Secret: A New Vision for Natural Theology. Oxford: Blackwell, 2008. 

Pattison, George. God and Being: An Enquiry. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011. 

Prooijen, Ton van. Limping but Blessed: Jürgen Moltmann’s Search for a Liberating Anthropology. New York: 
Rodopi, 2004. 

Smith, James K. A. Introducing Radical Orthodoxy: Mapping a Post-Secular Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker 
Academic, 2004. 

_______. Smith, James K. A. How (Not) to Be Secular: Reading Charles Taylor. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2014. 

Volf, Miroslav. Exclusion and Embrace: A Theological Exploration of Identity, Otherness, and Reconciliation. 
Nashville: Abingdon, 1996. 

Walsh, Brian J. and Sylvia C. Keesmaat. Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire. Downers Grove: IVP, 
2004. 
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APPENDIX A:  REPORT/REVIEW RUBRIC 

 
 

                   
Total (out of 100): 

  

       Criteria 
 
Category 

Meets Standard (5) (4) Good (3) (2) Does Not Meet  
Standard (1) 

 Score  

 
75 
% 
 

 
Content 

The student 
exhibited 
understanding of the 
material in the 
summary and critical 
evaluation. Three 
significant 
discussion questions 
and three points of 
useful/interesting 
information show 
evidence of 
thoughtful reading 
and reflection 

 
 

Some 
understanding of 
the material is 
exhibited in the 
summary. There 
are some questions 
and points of 
interesting 
information. Little 
evidence of 
thoughtful reading 
and reflection. 

 It appears that the 
material was not 
carefully read. 
Questions and 
points of insight 
are either missing 
or poorly done. 

 
Out 
of 5 

 
 
_______ 

 
Out of 75 
 
 
______ 

 
 
25 
% 

 
Presentation 
of the 
Assignment 

It is evident that the 
report/review was 
composed with care 
and thoughtfulness. 
No spelling 
mistakes. Follows 
the prescribed 
format. It is clear 
that this assignment 
was not written in 
the last minute. 

 
 
 
 

The report/review 
is generally well 
done but includes 
some spelling and 
grammatical 
mistakes, only 
follows some of 
the instructions, 
and shows 
evidence of being 
completed in a 
rushed and 
halfhearted 
manner. 

 
 
 
 

The report/review 
looks messy; there 
are spelling 
mistakes and 
major departures 
from the 
instructions. It is 
evident that the 
student did not 
spend much time 
or effort preparing 
this assignment. 

 
Out 
of 5 

 
 
_______ 

 
Out of 25 
 
 
_______ 
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APPENDIX B:  READING REPORT SAMPLE 

 
 
John Smith 
CT628 – Fall2016 
Reading: Niebuhr 
Pages Read: All of the required pages 
  
Critical evaluation of the reading (Approximately 100 words): 

 Niebuhr presents some interesting points of view regarding sin and temptation. His idea of the 
contradiction underlying all religion is a thread that is woven throughout his writing. Everything that 
relates to sin, whether it be pride of power, moral price, or even dishonesty (as Niebuhr defines it), is 
rooted in the insecurity and will-to-power in human beings. Niebuhr presented human beings as a power 
hungry being set on stepping over whatever and whomever to satisfy the urge to feel and be secure within 
the contingencies of this world. While I suspect that he looks at this topic from a philosophical/ethical 
point of view rather than a purely biblical one, I am impressed with how closely some his observations are 
to what I have experienced in myself and in what I have seen in others.  
 
Three significant discussion questions: 

1. While Niebuhr highlights our need to deal with his insecurities regarding the contradiction of 
finiteness and freedom, he does not articulate how or why man has come to this realization. Does 
man know his finiteness? Does he know about his spiritual personality? Is this even a question of 
knowing, or is this need to supersede the limits of finiteness instinctive? Why? 

2. Does anxiety truly need to be the precursor to sin? That is, of course, if we are defining sin here as 
an immoral action of some sort. If so, then why? 

3. If self is really the author of deception, then where does Satan play into all of this? (Maybe Niebuhr 
would not ask such questions: it appears he may hint at it when he refers to the Fall as “myth” on 
p. 179.) 

 
Three points of useful/interesting information: 

1. Anxiety cannot be cannot be identified with sin exactly, because it comes before sin. The anxieties 
that surround man’s insecurities about the contradiction of finiteness and freedom equate to 
internal temptation (p. 182). He is anxious because he is limited (p. 183). 

2. Anxiety is also derived from man’s desire to not face the limitedness of what he can know. Thus 
he avoids the feelings or false realization of meaninglessness (p. 185). 

3. Pride of knowledge can also include one’s inability, or choosing, not to see their own limitedness in 
ideas or viewpoints that they see in other people (p. 196). 
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APPENDIX C:  READING STATEMENT SHEET 

 
 

READING STATEMENT 
Please indicate the appropriate box with a checkmark. 

Reading Assignments All 2/3 or more 1/2 or more Less than 1/2 

Schleiermacher [LH]         

Barth [LH]         

Bonhoeffer [LH]         

Niebuhr [LH]         

Moltmann [LH]         

Post-Holocaust Theology [LH]         

Browning [LH]         

Caputo [LH]         

Girard [LH]         

Yoder [LH]         

Smith, Desiring the Kingdom (part I)         

     
"On my honor, I hereby affirm that this reading statement reflect my actual work." 

 
  

    Signature (type in your name)     
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APPENDIX D:  ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION CHECKLIST 

 

1. Is your paper written in the Times New Roman, 12 pt. font? 

2. Are your footnotes in the Times New Roman, 10 pt. font? 

3. Did you include page numbers? 

4. Did you make sure that there is no page number on the first page? 

5. Are the page numbers themselves in the Times New Roman font? 

6. Did you take out the extra spacing between paragraphs? 

7. Is your paper double-spaced? 

8. Do you have 1 inch margins? 

9. Do you have the required pages? (Anything less than that automatically disqualifies you from an A-
level grade). Please do not go above your allocated page number. 

10. Do your block quotes have an indent of 0.5? Are they in an 11 pt. font? Single-spaced? 

11. Did you indent the first sentence following the block quote? 

12. Is the spacing above and below the block quote a double space? 

13. Did you make sure that your footnotes and bibliography follow the Andrews referencing style?  

14. Do you have periods after your page numbers in the footnotes? 

15. For repeated citations use abbreviated references. Example: Wiesel, Night, 23. 

16. Are you using “Ibid.” properly? 

17. Did you make sure that your footnote references follow the sentence periods? 

18. The spacing between the bibliographical entries should be a double space. 

19. Use hanging indents for your bibliographical entry. 

20. Did you check your paragraph transitions? Do you have strong transition sentences? 
 

 
 
 


