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deleting Isa 41:23 from the Hst, but retaining Pss 77:4 and 1191117, There
are also completely new paragraphs added. For example, between 118d and
118e, the second edition inserts paragraph 118da, which adds some further
explanation on the uses of gata! when avoiding weyyigfel.

The last two decades have wimnessed a mushrooming of studies on
Biblical Hebrew grammer. Recent studies include explanations of the verbal
system based on discourse grammar/ text-linguistics, as well as more traditional
morphosyntactic studies. The current edition acknowledges these mote recent
studies, However, as in the first edition, there is less eagagement with the
secondary literature than what is found in, for instance, B. K Walker and M.
O Connot, An Introduction to Biblical Flebrew Syntax (Wincna Lake, 1990). A more
extensive survey of the tecent literamure and the different views would have
hesn useful, thouph it is understandable why this grammar may not be the best
suited venue for such a survey, Also, although Muracka intetacts with the recent
literature, his basic views on Biblical Hebrew morphosyntax remain unchanged.
For example, he retains Jotion’s traditional view that, though the Biblical Hebrew
verh forms cannot fit exactly the labels of Indo-Eurcpean languages, the verbal
forms “mainly express Zenses, namely the past, the future, and the present,” but
often also express aspect and modality (paragraph 111c, see the footnotes on pp.
327-329). Purther, he also rejects discourse/text-linguistic approaches:

Their virtually exclusive concetn s to work cut the tazonomy of vatious
Hebtew verb “tenses” and how they function in a flow of narratve or
discourse. In actual speech, however, and this s true for just any language,
there ate grammatically well-formed, self-contained and complete utterances
containing just one verh. The tense form of such a verb must have a value of
its own, which does not have to be detived from the value it would have when
used in conjunetion with another verb or verbs in a flow of speech (xvilf).

It appears to me that this second edition consists primatily of many small
improvements on the first edition, reflecting painstaking care and attention
to detail. Mutaoka has not-changed his conclusions cn the basics of Biblical
Hebrew grammar, but has changed his opinion on many individual passages.
I am not suggesting that he needs to change any of his views—after all,
he is just as respected as, if not more thag, the other scholars cited in his
footnotes. This edition is not & major revision in the sense of significant
changes, However, it is 2 welcome major publication and conttibution. All in
all, this reference grammar of Biblical Hebrew is an improved version of one
that was already outstanding,
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Duting a long and honored teaching career, Walter Kaiser published more
than thirty books, including Mission in the Old Testament: Israsl as a Light to the
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Nafions (2000) and The O Testament Doruments: Are They Reliabie and Relevans?
(2001). Currendy, he is President Emeritus and Coliman Mockler Distinguished
Professor of Old Testament at Gordon Comwell Theological Seminary.
With this volume, he presents the theological academy and Christian church
with another welcome volume. In a day when Christianity is often reduced
to contentless “spirimality,” and Christian thinking about the great God of
heaven and earth is reduced to tite categoties of human reflections, the book
is refreshing,

Kaiser adeptly handles the intricacies of the OT, wotking with the
profound richness embedded in the Hebrew language that is often lost in
translation, making the bock a valuable resource for OT scholars, However,
even those whose study of these languages is tenuous or even nonexistent
will find the book a fertile soutce for material on O'T petspectives abour God.
In defense of his project, he notes:

Remember, it was the apostle Panl who reminded Timothy—who had
access at that time only to the first thirty-nine books of the Bible (i.e. the
Old Testament)-—that “all Scripture is . . . profitable” (2 Tim. 3:14 KWy,
Not only could the Old Testament be God’s instrument through which
individuals coudd be saved {“the Holy Seriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Chtist Jesus,” v 15), but those same texts
also could bring “teaching, rebuking, cortecting and training in righteousness,
50 that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work”
{(wv 16-17). . . . Tt is in this light, then, that we dare to announce with great
boldness and fervor the teaching of the Old Testamenr on the suptemacy
and majesty of our incomparzbly great God, who exceeds every boundary
and limiration known to any and all mestals 20-21).

Kaiser gives forceful attention to the revelation of God i the OT:
God’s inidal disclosure of himself, His purpose and method is “to give God’s
people new insight . ., by reviewing ten outstanding OId ‘Testament texts that
set forth the majesty of our Lord. Each chapter begins by exploring a key
concept, an important term, an aschaeological background, or a word study
that will enhance our appreciation for the text under review and add to the
depth of our study and teaching” (9). The following ten chapters then attempt
to fulfill this purpose by magnifying the aspect of God most central to each
passage: God’s incompatability (Isa 40:9-31), greatness (Dan 4:1-37), Word
(Num 20:1-3), wonderful name {Jer 32:1-44), pardoning grace (Mic 7:11-20j,
Holy Spitit (Zec 4:1-14), awesome character-(Ps 139:1-18), glory {Bzek 1:1-
28), grace of giving (1 Chron 29:6-19), and holiness (Isa 6:1-13).

There are a few issues of interpretation that one could take disagreement
with. For example, Kajser suggests that the plural “us™ in Tsa 6 is “the
plural of majesty or royaly” (1 52). However, more current thinking on this
phenomenon points to the fact that the ancient Hebrew language does not
manifest that particular nsage. T also find his expianatior: of God’s “coming
down” at Babel (Gen 11:5-7) and the burning of Sedom and Gomorrah (Gen
18:2) somewhat lacking, He notes that these events are “best understood as
anthropomerphic language that stresses the focusing of the divine intention
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on a special act” (110). While this may be true, there may also be more
involved. .

Issues such as I pointed out above, however, are minot, Pastors, teachers,
and others seeking a rich study on the majesty of God will be amply rewarded
by reading this book.
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Klingbeil, Gerald A. Bridging the Gap: Ritnal and Bitual Texcts in the Bible. Winota
Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2007. xiv + 304 pp. Hardcover, §37.53.

- Gerald Klingbeil's Bridgng the Gap is a courageous first attempt at

comprehensively presenting the interface betwe'en stm.iy of biblical rlt'ua_ls
and a wide variety of disciplines, especially includ.t}“lg social sciences and titual
theory. Given the complexity of zitual and the wide range of approaches to
this phenomenon, his task is a daunting one. .

Following Klingbeil’s Introduction in chapter 1, c.hapter 2 {ntronf.luces
and defines basic concepts and terms, chapter 3 promdes' a soqal—sclence
perspective of ritnal, and chapter 4 introduces f_he stizdy of biblical ritual texts,
including problems involved in theix interpretatioln. F:haprer 5 presents aunique
and informative history of nterpretation of biblical rituals and J.citu.al texts,
beginning with criique of ritual by the HebreW prophe?s and continuing w.ﬂ_h
interpretations of ritual in Second Temple perif)d Judaism, ‘early Christianity,
medieval Christianity, the Protestant Reformation, theological Fhought‘after
the French revolution, and the modern and postmodern age, vlvlth Parncular
focus on evangelicalism. Chapter 6 cutlines a strategy for reading rimal, and
situations that can trigger the need for ritvals. Chapters 7 and 8 dem(?nstmte
anzlysis of rituals in ligh: of important ritval elements, Chapter 9 describes the
polyvalence of ritual by looking at various dimensions and functions of ﬂtgal.
Chapter 10 connects ritual study to other areas o‘f biblical a‘nd theological
research, and chapter 11 provides a brief sumimary with f:oﬂcludlﬂg comments,
An appendix, which attempts to comprehensively list pegtateuchal ritual
texts and to categorize them in terms of his methodology, is followed by a
bibliography and indices of authors, Scripture, :’mld other am:lept sources.

Aside from interacting with scholars of biblical ritual, Klingbeil alms to
“introduce univetsity and seminary students to the neglected Efelcl of ntugi
studies within the larger context of biblical and theological studies™ (1). This
implies the function of an intreductory textbook. Indeed, the vo_lurne has
several characteristics of a successful textbook, such as comprehensive scOpE;
definitions of concepts; diagrams; summaries at the ends of chaprers; writing
that is often engaging; abundant references to resourees for fu.rther.s.tudy;
historical reviews of relevant literature, containing many instructive critiques
and syntheses; and principles to guide valid methodology. Such prmc‘:lpl'es
include consideration of ordet and structure In rituals and titval texts, priosity
of inner-ritual analysis before comparisons with other rituals, balance between
comparison and contrast, and taking the final form of a ritual text as the
starting point for interpretation.



