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Inspiration

● Personal Observation / History with YouTube



The Law of Big Numbers 
● Dhiraj and Sanjay describe the difficulty of online moderation.

● Random sampling, 400 comments out of 23,000.



Comparison Video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3HMrihzcG8


● Evaluation Factors to express civility numerically / Youtube Comment Scraper

(Han et al) (Dhiraj and Sanjay)



Prof. Bailey’s Advice
● Statistical evaluation through replicable results. 

● LIWC (Linguistic Inquiry and Word Count)

● Youtube Comment Scraper > LIWC > Jamovi



YCS/Jamovi Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63FYC4ZBkQY




The Race for First

● Ironically, none of them were actually first.



Writing and Syntax
● Interesting spelling choices (‘vanom’, ‘venum’, ‘Carneg’) 

● Usage of Emojis as punctuation???

● Possibility of ESL writers from other countries. (Morocco, ect)



Examples of Discourse

● Note how ‘god jajg’ responded to defuse the situation.



LIWC Results



Conclusions
● Overall results were inconclusive.

● Context is vital for LIWC and manual analysis.

● If I continued this research, I’d obtain a larger sample size and focus on 
comments that received replies, generating observable discussion.

● Another exciting possibility is the creation of a custom LIWC library.
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