Notes for working capturing the data submitted through a Web form:

This involves 5 steps:

(a) Creating a text file to store the data      (b) Creating a .php script that puts the data into the text file      (c) Modifying the form to use the .php script   (d) Copying all the files to the Web server    (e) Setting the permissions to allow anyone on the Web to write to the text file.

Once the data has been written to the file, it can then be transferred to your local system and used as needed.  In Step 2 below, the data is used by Word.

1. To save the results of the form to a text file 

a. Use WordPad to create an empty text file 

i. Start WordPad

ii. Click on the icon for a new text file

iii. Type the names of the fields that are used in your form.  Use TAB to separate field names.  Press enter after the last field.
iv. Save the file as a text file using an appropriate name.txt  (no spaces).

b. Use DreamWeaver in, the code view, to edit the .php file (download the file GenericPHP.txt from the notes page on the class Web site) and make the following changes:

i. Change the filename in line 16 from generic.txt to the name that you gave the text file you created in step (a) above

ii. Replace the field name placeholders (beginning with $) in line 29 with the names of your fields in order. Remember to include the $ with your field name.  If there are more placeholders that you have fields, delete the extra placeholder and the trailing dot  eg. Delete $field9. if there are fewer placeholders than you have fields, add the extra tabs (”\t”.)  and your fields ($fieldname.) before the \n.  Remember to prefix with $ and follow with the dot.  Note especially, that the fieldnames in your .php file must be spelt exactly as it is in the form.

iii. Save the file 

c. Open the form in DreamWeaver

i. click on the form tag to get the form properties.

ii.  Set the method to POST
iii. Set the action to the name of your .php file
iv. Save the form

d. Copy all the files to the Web server:

i. Start ftp and log in

ii. On the remote side, go into your www folder.  
iii. On the local file, find the folder that has your form, .txt file and .php file.

iv. Send the entire folder into your www folder

e. Change the file permissions of the .txt file to allow anyone to write to the file: 

i. Log in to Orion (click on the shortcut on the desktop)

ii. Change to the folder where you stored your .txt file:                      type cd www/foldername  where foldername is the name of the folder that has your form, .txt, and .php files
iii. Change the permissions of the .txt file:  type chmod 722 filename, where filename is the name of your .txt file
2. To use the form on the Web:

a. Open your browser and go to your website www.andrews.edu/~yourname/foldername 

b. click on the .htm file to open it

c. enter the data and submit

3. To store the collected data in a Word table

a. Copy the text file (.txt) from the Web server to your local computer (ftp)

b. Open the file in Word

c. Select all the text (triple click in the left margin)

d. Select the Table option in the main menu, Choose Convert, Text to Table, specify the number of columns and choose to Separate the Text at Tabs.

e. Save the file as a regular word file (.doc)

The Word file can now be used as a data source for mail merge or other applications.

