STAGES OF MARRIAGE

1. The Romantic stage

a. I commit myself to you, you are perfect

b. You are just what I have been looking for.

c. You are ideal, mutual admiration.

2. Bargaining Stage

a. You are not perfect, I will change you if you will

b. Marital tug of war begins

3. Coercive Stage

a. You have a lot of faults

b. Whether you like it or not I am going to change you.

c. If I can’t then I am going to let God change you.

d. Invoke power of heaven on errant spouse

e. Please Lord Do something about that slob, witch I am living with.

4. Desperation Stage

a. You are nothing but a huge bundle of faults

b. I am convinced that not even God can change you.

c. I want out, I am gone for real or emotionally 
5. Acceptance Stage

a. We both have our faults

b. God give me the strength to accept your weakness and you to accept my weakness.

c. Return of Romanticism- Romantic realism

d. Loving the real person and surviving the storms and the rough seas

