ADVENTIST ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION (AAA)

	To:
	AAA Board Members

International Board of Education (IBE)

International Board of Ministerial and Theological Education (IBMTE) 
AAA-Accredited Colleges/Universities
Form B Institutions
General Public


	Re:
	Call for Comment Report  - Voted AAA Accreditation Handbook Part IV

	Date:
	April 9, 2013


Adventist Accrediting Association (AAA) sought comments and discussion on proposed revisions to the AAA Accreditation Handbook. This handbook contains the standards and processes to review colleges/universities and determine whether they will be accredited/re-accredited by AAA. The accreditation process is overseen by the AAA Board, composed of individuals representing the Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) Church administration, higher education, and the public it serves.

The revisions are an effort to improve AAA’s procedures and processes and include specific criteria for review of non-traditional/distance education programs. Also for comment were criteria for research degrees and guidelines for establishing schools of medicine, dentistry, and pharmacy (see Appendices).

Timetable Followed
Dec. 19, 2011-Feb. 20, 2012
Public Comment Period

Feb. 21, 27


AAA staff considered comments in preparation for March 5 Open Meeting
March 5, 2012
Open Meeting held to Discuss Proposed Revisions in Conference Room

    March 6, 29; April 2, and 9
AAA staff met in preparation for April 11 and 15 meetings.
April 11, 2012

   Final Review by Division Directors of Education Council

April 15, 2012
Final Action by AAA Board of Directors: 

AAA12:06 Voted to approve the revised AAA Handbook (Preface, Parts I-IV, and Appendices including Conflict of Interest Statement). During an eleven-month trial period, extending until February 2013, Form B institutions may elect to utilize either the old Part IV (with minor revisions) or the new Part IV (with its focus on Adventist identity and mission). Also, that during this trial period further input on Part IV will be accepted.
Timetable Followed to Finalize Self-Study New Form B/Part IV of AAA Handbook:
Feb. 28, 2013

End of Public Comment on Self-Study new Form B/Part IV of AAA Handbook 

March 11, 2013       
Open Meeting to Discuss Proposed Revisions of the Self-Study new Form B/Part IV AAA 



Handbook in the Conference Room 2J-15 at 12501 Old Columba Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904
March 26, 2013
AAA staff meeting to review the final draft of the Self-Study new Form B/Part IV of AAA 
Handbook in preparation for April 7 and 9 meetings.
April 7, 2013

Review by Division Directors of Education Council

April 9, 2013

Final Review and Action by AAA Board of Directors:
AAA13:03 Voted to approve the 2013 edition of Form B as presented, and to extend the phase-in period for an additional year, until April 2014. During this period, a Form B institution may choose to utilize either the 2013 edition of Form B or the 2005 edition (with online delivery elements and Criterion 10).
The document (Preface, Parts I-IV & Appendices) is located on the AAA website at http://adventistaccreditingassociation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=49&Itemid=71
For further comment please contact us by email, mail or fax to:

Adventist Accrediting Association/GC Education Department

12501 Old Columba Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904

Email: lekicm@gc.adventist.org • Fax: 301-622-9627 • Phone: 301-680-5066
